Nahuatl Summer Language Institute in Oapan, Guerrero

Orientation Information
Important: Please check http://www.balsas-nahuatl.org/yale for updates, including the day before you leave for Mexico. To entire the site you will need:


Username:
oapan


Password:
nahuatl
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contact information:

United States

Program director: 
Jean Silk





Center for Latin American and Iberian Studies





Yale University





Luce Hall, Suite xxx





34 Hillhouse Avenue





New Haven, CT  06520





Office: 203/432-3420





Home: 203/…





jean.silk@yale.edu

Instructor:

Jonathan D. Amith





Dept. of Sociology and Anthropology





Gettysburg College





Campus Box 412





Gettysburg, PA  17325





717-338-1255 (home)





717-337-6795 (office)





jamith@uchicago.edu 

Telephones in Oapan:
School house: 011-52-733-338-3255





Public telephones (caseta) 011-52-733-338-3064, -3065, -3066

Additional numbers to be used in case of emergency (ask, in Spanish, to speak to Jonathan Amith:





011-52-733-338-3202 (Irma Herrera, host family)





011-52-733-338-3100 (Chica Marcelino, host family)




011-52-733-338-3073 (Florencio Corral, neighbor)

2. health insurance and care
The Yale-Chicago Summer Nahuatl Language Institute does not provide any health insurance to students. All students are therefore responsible for arranging their own health care coverage. Please contact a representative of your health service provider and explain the conditions of your summer study to find out if and to what degree you are covered. You may, or may also, buy temporary health care coverage for foreign travel. Check with a local travel clinic on recommended vaccines for Mexico. Getting them is your responsibility.

Local health care: In the village of Oapan and neighboring village of San Miguel Tecuiciapan (5–10 minutes by car) there is a government health clinic staffed by a doctor in training. Usually the doctor leaves the village over the weekends and, sometimes, even during the week there is no service. Major cities (and hospitals) are Iguala (about 2 hours travel by car) and Chilpancingo (about 1½ hours by car) where there are hospitals, clinics, and private doctors. Mexico City hospitals are about 4 hours drive by car. Jonathan Amith has a pick-up truck that he can use in any emergency. In addition special emergency trips can be contracted to local individuals with transportation at a minimal fee (e.g., $50). 

Medicines: For anyone taking medicine, please bring an adequate supply with you, if possible. We recommend that you bring, in addition, the following items:

· mosquito repellant (e.g., Marathon Ultra is effective)

· sun screen (particularly if you are sensitive to sun)

· lomotil or other diarrhea control drugs

· a small packet of aspirin, tylenol, ibuprofen or other similar over-the-counter pain, cold, and ache control medicines

3. visa

Entering Mexico requires a passport. You will need to obtain a Mexican tourist visa upon entering the country. Although studying Nahuatl one is not a “student” for visa purposes (which would imply formal enrollment as a matriculating student in an accredited Mexican institution). Thus a tourist visa is indicated and sufficient. You should request a permission that will cover the period of your stay in Mexico, 60 or 90 days, as the case may be. Visas are issued for up to 90 days, renewable for another 90 days for a 180-day maximum stay without leaving the country. Make sure that the term of your visa is adequate to cover your entire stay in Oapan (and elsewhere if you plan on traveling before or after the course). 

Please make sure to keep your visa in a safe place for the duration of your stay in Mexico.
4. travel to San Agustín Oapan, state of Guerrero
Students are required to make their own travel arrangements to San Agustín Oapan and back. Planes may be taken to either Mexico City or Acapulco, although we strongly recommend to Mexico City. Depending upon your arrival in Mexico City you may decide to stay overnight or travel immediately to Iguala, state of Guerrero, the closest main town to Oapan. It is difficult for a first time travel to make it from the airport to Oapan in one day although it may be done by taking a late taxi from Iguala.

4.1 Arrival at the Mexico City airport

Upon arrival at the Mexico City airport you will have to clear customs and obtain a visa. The visa step is first and you should request a tourist visa to cover the time of your stay. You will then clear customs. Mexico has initiated a “traffic light” system of customs checking. You will be asked to push a button connected to a red-and-green traffic light. If green lights up you are usually allowed to pass through customs with no baggage check; if red they will check your carryon and checked luggage.

Upon clearing customs you will exit through large doors. There are skycaps there who will help you get to a taxi. Make sure to take an authorized taxi from the airport (set set fees). Ask the skycap to take you to an booth where the taxi tickets are sold. There is one immediately to your left as you exit the baggage claim area, there is another a long way to the right, as you approach the taxi stand. Skycaps should be tipped ($2–$4 depending on the amount of baggage and time spent, e.g., additional time in changing money.

4.2 Money changing at the airport and elsewhere
There are dozens of money changing businesses at the airport. There are three basic ways to bring money into Mexico:
· cash

· travelers checks

· ATM


Cash is the easiest to exchange, but the most dangerous to carry. You may bring some with you (e.g., $200–300) and change it at the airport. Or, you may buy travelers checks. Cash can be exchanged at any town (money exchange or bank) with no difficulty. 

Travelers checks are often difficult to exchange in banks and money exchange business outside of the airport. However, they are safe in that if lost or stolen the money is safe. Nevertheless, given the difficulty of changing these checks we recommend only using them for exchange at the airport upon arrival.


ATM withdrawals are the easiest way to obtain money in Mexico. Most banks have limits of $300 to $500 per day withdrawal. Also, the money can only be obtained in major towns with ATM machines. This is the best way to obtain funds (and the exchange rates are usually the official ones). Occasionally, however, cards may misfunction or machines may be out of cash.


When you travel make sure to have money safely stored.

4.3 Overnight stay in Mexico City

You may decide to stay overnight in Mexico City (for one or several nights, depending upon the day of your arrival). We have found that the Hotel Isabel (about 300 pesos/night) and the Hotel María Cristina (about 700 pesos/night) are excellent options. You may phone in advance to make a reservation. If you do stay overnight in Mexico City we recommend that you take an authorized taxi to the hotel and, upon leaving the hotel, a taxi de sitio (from a taxi stand) from the hotel to the bus terminal Taxqueña.
· María Cristina, Rio Lerma #31, Colonia Cuauhtemoc, (011-52) 5703-1212 / 5703-5566 http://www.hotelmariacristina.com.mx/index3_in.htm; reserva@hotelmariacristina.com.mx
· Hotel Isabel, Isabel la Católica #63, Centro Histórico, (011-52) 5518-1213, -17, http://come.to/mexhotels;  email hisabel@prodigy.net.mx http://haystack.lonelyplanet.com/accommodation/Mexico-City-Hotel-Isabel-P10300.html 

4.4 Bus travel to Iguala, Guerrero
Whether or not you stay overnight in Mexico City (or even if you arrive in Acapulco) you will need to get to Iguala to make the final trip to Oapan. To do this you must take a taxi (either directly from the airport or from the hotel) to a large bus terminal known both as Terminal del Sur or Taxqueña.



From Mexico City buses leave to Iguala about every hour or half hour throughout the course of the day. The travel time is approximately 2 hours and 45 minutes. There are two main bus companies that run routes to Iguala:
· Estrella de Oro (counter is to the right end of the terminal as one enters)
· Estrella Blanca (counter is to the left end of the terminal as one enters)
Estrella de Oro might have slightly better service, some buses may stop in Cuernavaca. This bus company has its own terminal along the beltway (periférico) around Iguala. It is, however, about the same distance to the center of town as the main terminal in front of the market place, where Estrella Blanca buses arrive. If you arrive at Estrella de Oro we recommend you take a taxi either to the place where transportation leaves Iguala for San Agustín Oapan or to a hotel for an overnight stay in Iguala (see below). Either way a taxi should cost 15–17 pesos (about $1.50 US). 


Estrella Blanca arrives at the city´s main bus terminal in front of the market place. Taxis that take travelers to nonlocal destinations are parked in front of the Iguala terminal (normally, street taxis do not contract for long trips, such as that to Oapan, about 2 hours). If you arrive here you may either go to a hotel for an overnight stay, take a bus or van to San Agustín Oapan, or hire a taxi (individually or with other students) to go to Oapan.

4.5 Overnight in Iguala, Guerrero
There are many hotels in Iguala. One that we recommend is the hotel Colonial Rivera. This is located just west of the main plaza of Iguala, one block from the Bancomer (see map). Students may call to make reservations at (011-52) 733-333-3464 or 733-333-2586; see http://www.hotelcolonialrivera.com/

If you do stay in Iguala overnight, it is a good idea to arrive before 9:00 pm.  

4.6 Travel from Iguala to San Agustín Oapan
We will try to arrange for a van to be at the Hotel Rivera at 1:00 PM on Saturday, 16 June. This is not certain and all students should check on the Website http://www.balsas-nahuatl.org/yale for updates.


If we are unable to contract a special van there are two major ways to travel to San Agustín Oapan. The first is a taxi. Long-distance service is available from the taxis that wait in front of the main terminal next to the marketplace (see map). The cost should be approximately $35 US, although prices may vary depending on a range of factors.


Students may also take a bus or collective van to San Agustín Oapan. Most of these leave from the terminal called Los Arcos (see map). To arrive there from the main terminal walk south on the eastern edge of the market place. Then turn left either one or two (we are unsure of this, sorry) blocks walking south. Ask for Los Arcos, “donde salen los camiones.” Once there find a bus or minivan that goes to San Agustín Oapan, San Miguel Tecuiciapan, Totolcintla, or San Francisco Ozomatlán. All will pass through Oapan. There are usually about four transport services, leaving Los Arcos from between 11:00 AM and 2:00 PM (time varies). The price of a ticket from Iguala to Oapan is approximately 40 pesos/person. If you miss a bus or minivan here, you can always (or share) take a taxi.

4.7 Arrival in San Agustín Oapan
Traveling south along the old highway to Acapulco it will take about 40 minutes to arrive at Xalitla, a small village to the left of the highway, with a highway overpass bridge at the bus stop. The taxi, bus, or minivan will then continue about 1–2 miles south before turning left onto a recently paved highway to San Juan Tetelcingo. The road climbs about 500 feet and after about 30 minutes it will start to descend into the river valley. You will see a large village (San Juan Tetelcingo) along the Balsas River. About 45 minutes from Iguala you will pass on the outskirts of this village and turn left to follow the road along the north bank of the Balsas. About 10–15 minutes later a village (San Marcos Oacacingo) will be visible on the south side of the river. The transport will continue about another 30 minutes till reaching the outskirts of San Agustín Oapan. The distances are, approximately 45 kilometers or 40 minutes from Iguala to Xalitla; 13 kilometers or 45 minutes from Xalitla to San Juan Tetelcingo; and 45 minutes or 17 kilometers from San Juan Tetelcingo to San Agustín Oapan.

Upon arriving in Oapan the 
transport will pass in front of the main church and plaza. There is a five-and-dime stand whose owners could help with orientation. However, best is to not get off on the main plaza but continue to the edge of town. As one proceeds through Oapan about four blocks one comes to the last crossroad before heading up a slight slope out of town. If you have passed a bullring you are well on your way to the next village, San Miguel Tecuiciapan. 


Get off on the last crossroad in Oapan and walk four blocks to the right. You will pass behind the barrio (neighborhood) church to San Miguel. There is a red, earth-walled and tile-roofed house another two blocks down the road. This is where Jonathan lives and the schoolhouse is located. Please go there first upon arriving.

5. money exchange and security

During the course of study the only way to obtain money will be through weekend trips to Iguala. Please note that as part of the course there are excursions for two days (23–24 June, to Acatlán with an overnight stay in Chilapa) and four days (12–15 July, to Acapulco). During these trips you will have access to ATM machines for money withdrawal.


Given that classes are Monday to Friday, you will be able to go to Iguala only on the other free weekends of 30 June/1 July; 7–8 July; 21–22 July. You will be required to give Jonathan Amith payment for the host families (2,700 pesos; see below) on 16 June (upon arrival) and on or before 7 July. 

You will want to have spending money in Oapan so it is recommended that before arriving you acquire the appropriate amount of money in pesos. In addition to the 2,700 pesos for room and board, you might think of bringing an additional $100 dollars for any additional expenditures.

Oapan is an extremely safe village. I have never heard of a robbery in decades of living there. However, occasionally young children might have sticky fingers, as they say, and have been known to abscond with 10 to 100 pesos that students might leave around on tables, by the side of the bed, etc. This has only happened once, but we suggest that you bring a small lock that you can put on a pocket in a backpack or suitcase to secure the contents. 

6. living with a host family and in an indigenous village
6.1 Introduction
Living with a host family may be one of the most rewarding and culturally enriching experiences you will have. It may also be one of the most difficult. Please remember that although you are paying for room and board you are also guests in a household that will often be living in an extremely difficult situation. Many of the houses are one-room huts with individuals sometimes cosleeping on one bed. There is little privacy, and, occasionally, intrafamilial tensions. Host families are often very worried that your experience be pleasurable. They are concerned that you are able to eat and indeed enjoy the food that they prepare. They often have little experience dealing with foreigners and what may seem like aloofness and distance might in fact be shyness and awkwardness in communicating across language and cultural barriers. 


So, please be attentive to this.


At the same time, feel free to report any problems with the host family to Jonathan Amith or his assistants, Jeremías Cabrera and Emiliana Domínguez. We will try to resolve any issues as soon as possible.


Finally, the living conditions will vary considerably from host family to host family. There is no way to avoid this, nor would it be fair to pay families different rates depending on the luxuriousness of the accommodations. An effort is made to provide female students with a housing situation with a latrine or bathroom. Other than that the selection or matching of student to host family is arbitrary.

6.2 Payment

For a single individual living in a household the payment will be 900 pesos/week for 6 weeks. You will not pay the families directly but instead give the room and board fee to Jonathan Amith at two times during the course: 16 June upon arrival in Oapan; 7 July or before halfway through the course. Jonathan Amith will then pay the families. The total payment (approximately $500 depending on the exchange rate) is slightly less than that mentioned in the course announcement (550 dollars). The difference may be kept by the student, donated to the family or community, or applied to amenities such as foam pads, fans, and other necessities that host families may not have.
6.3 Meals
You will be living with a host family and eat what they eat. Jonathan Amith is a vegetarian and has not found it a problem although the family should be told in advance. It is often difficult for families to buy special foods just for the students (e.g., fruit for a fruit salad) and students often feel awkward having their own stash of food that they keep for themselves. We strongly recommend against buying supplementary food in Oapan or Iguala and not sharing it with the host family.

All families will have bottled drinking water 


You will have a breakfast before class, a midday meal between the formal class with Jonathan Amith in the morning and the afternoon sessions with native speakers. Finally there will be an evening meal with the host family.


During the course of study please let the instructor or his assistants know of any problem with the arrangements for room and board. 

6.4 Bathing
Probably no house will have a shower and most will be equipped with a small private area, often with nylon or cloth sheets as barriers/walls, for bathing. For the majority this will mean “bucket-baths”. You will need to bring your own towel or towels to Oapan. Proper modesty will be required when bathing.


Probably less than have the houses have bathrooms or latrines. Just last year a sewage system was installed along the main road into town, yet most families that live along this road have not yet hooked up to the drainage system. This means that many students will have to use secluded places immediately outside of town. 


There is a dry toilet at the schoolhouse where classes will be held. This is for the use of all students during class time. 
6.5 Clothing and laundry

Bring light clothing to Oapan. The average daily temperature is probably in the high 90s. Loose-fitting lightly colored clothes, sandals, sunglasses, hats are all recommended. 


The host family is not contracted to wash your clothes although there will be areas where you can wash your own clothes. There is a laundry service in Iguala at which one leaves off ones clothes in the morning and picks them up in the afternoon. The service is open on Saturdays but closed on Sundays. 


Given these conditions, you might want to select your wardrobe accordingly (e.g., lots of interior clothing and T-shirts!).

6.6 Living conditions and amenities provided
Students will be provided with a desk, chair, desk lamp, “stick bed,” and straw mat (to place over the bed). Other personal items are the responsibilities of students. We recommend that you bring an old sheet down that you may use (and leave if you wish). Students will also need to bring or acquire pillows and pillow cases if wanted. Some students might want a fan, either desktop or standing. All of these items may be acquired with the money that remains from difference between the actual cost of room and board (approx. $500) and the cost given in the program announcement ($550).

6.7 Phone calls
Very few if any families have phones. The best way to make outgoing calls is from the public telephone in the center of town. You may receive calls from the U.S. at a low charge or make phone calls to the U.S. at an exhorbitant fee (perhaps $2 US/minute). However, as of last year the owners of the booth would permit the use of telephone calling cards that requirement dialing a free 800 number. There are various of these sold in banks, newspaper stands, and small stores. The most efficient and cheap one I have found is called Q´hubo Mundo. It can be bought in the small souvenir store in the Taxqueña terminal (Mexico City). Banamex also sells a card by Avatel. There are numerous other similar cards as well as several sold in the US (e.g., ATT) for use overseas. 


In emergencies only calls may be made from the schoolhouse (see page one) and friends and relatives should be given this number for emergency contact.
7. computers and electronic gear

As mentioned in the brochure every effort will be made to ensure that all students have access to a laptop computer. Fortunately we are able to lend computers to the few students who do not own a laptop. However, we are unable to provide PCs to those students who have Macs. Therefore, to run certain software we strongly recommend that Mac users acquire software that will permit the running of PC programs such as Shoebox (which provides a search interface to the electronic dictionary). Another important program is Transcriber (particularly for advanced students), which apparently has been compiled for use on a Mac and Xerox Finite State Toolkit (which we think has a Mac version).

For Mac users we have heard the the program ___________, available for $60 US will allow Shoebox to run. We have acquired one copy of this program but are unsure whether it can be installed multiple times. Mac users might want to buy a copy of this program as well. We leave this up to individual students but do recommend it.


Copies of the necessary programs and documents will be available in Oapan on CD for installation on students´ laptop computers. Much of this material will also be placed online at http://www.balsas-nahuatl.org/yale  (see opening paragraph). Please refer to the readme.txt document at this site.

Students should bring the following items to Oapan:

· computer and mouse

· USB thumb drive (perferably half a gigabyte or more)

· 6-foot (minimum) extension cord

· plug adaptor (3-prong to 2-prong)

· surge protector

· headphones

8. course books and packet

The course packet (lessons, exercises, and reading assignments) will be provided to students in Oapan and must be bought by the student. While most of the material will be made available during the first day of the course some copies may be provided (and must be paid for) later.

In addition to the material on Oapan Nahuatl (lessons and exercises) students will be required to have the following books. The book by Payne should be bought by the student and taken to Oapan. It is required.
Required
All students must have one, preferably both, of the following dictionaries. If you have a copy and plan on bringing it to Mexico, please inform Jonathan Amith (jonathan.amith@yale.edu) before 1 June. If you have a preference for one of the two dictionaries, also please inform Jonathan Amith before 1 June. 

Nahuatl dictionaries (one of the following)
Siméon, Rémi. 1977. Diccionario de la lengua náhuatl o mexicana. Trans. Josefina Oliva de Coll. Mexico City: Siglo XXI.

Molina, Fray Alonso de. 1970 [1571]. Vocabulario en lengua castallana y mexicana y mexicana y castellana. Mexico City: Porrua.
All students must acquire a copy of the following book and bring it to the course in Oapan.

Payne, Thomas E. 1997. Desribing morphosyntax: A guide for field linguists. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
The course will comprise three hours of instruction in the morning on modern Nahuatl with Jonathan D. Amith. In the afternoon there will be sessions with native speakers. If three or more students wish instead to study classical Nahuatl in the afternoon they should write to Jonathan D Amith as soon as possible and inform him. If there are enough students then there will be a group in the afternoon dedicated to studying classical Nahuatl. For this the following book is required.
Classical Nahuatl text

Carochi, Horacio, S.J. 2001 [1645]. Grammar of the Mexican Language with an Explanation of Its Adverbs (1645). Trans. James Lockhart. Stanford: Stanford University Press.
9. downloadable information

Please go to http://www.balsas-nahuatl.org/yale for updates, course material, and other information. Remember that to enter you will need

username:
oapan


password:
nahuatl

All lowercase.

10. village etiquette and photographs
During your stay in Oapan you are, in effect, representatives of the program and of foreign students. We expect appropriate behaviour. Most importantly public drinking is frowned upon and could be grounds for immediate removal from the course. Generally the individuals you will see drinking publicly do so to get drunk, and often have no ability to stop after a few drinks. Starting to drink and wanting to stop in such circumstances may prove problematical. It is for this reason that the warning about such behaviour is included in this orientation.


If you bring a camera you must take pictures of people only with their consent. This applies particularly to the members of the host family and their friends. Do not sit around snapping shots without consent and certainly not surreptitiously. It is best to wait several weeks, perhaps, if one wants to take pictures.


Unsolicited portrait pictures on the street or in the church are forbidden. You may want to take landscape shots and this is certainly fine. But residents cannot be made to feel that they are objects and photographs tend to have this effect. 

11. things to bring (either from US or to be acquired in mexico city/iguala)
Electronic:
· extension cord (required)

· adaptor 3-prong to 2-prong (required)

· surge protector (required)

· USB thumb drive

· headset

· small desk fan (optional)

Clothing

· sandals

· light shirts/blouses

· T-shirts

· bathing suit (for Acapulco trip)

· light pants or skirts

· sneakers

· umbrella

Bedding

· sheet

· pillow (if desired)

Medicine

· aspirin, Tylenol

· Lomotil

· Pepto bismol

· mosquito repellant (3M Ultrathon is recommended)

· sunscreen

· Cipro (with doctors recommendation)
Miscellaneous

· Phone cards (or equivalent items)

· Small lock for safekeeping money 

· Notebooks, small cards to make flash cards, and other study materials 

Please detach this page, sign, and return to Jean Silk before 1 June 2007. You may, if you prefer, fax it, with a cover sheet addressed to Jean Silk


Mail to

Jean Silk




Council on Latin American and Iberian Studies (Nahuatl Institute)




Yale University




Luce Hall, Suite 342




34 Hillhouse Avenue




New Haven, CT  06520




fax 203-432-5963
I have read the orientation information and understand the living conditions and course requirements. 

My emergency contact information in the United States is


Name

________________________________________


Relationship
________________________________________


Phone

________________________   (day)




________________________ 
(evening)


email

________________________

Sign and print name














_______________________________








 signature






_______________________________








print name






_______________________________








     date 

