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Appendix 5

Overview of Oapan Nahuatl
I. Predication and the copula
Nouns and adjectives may be predicates, that is, they may say something about a subject. In such cases they have a subject prefix (n-, t-, ø-, etc.) and a copula, which is zero in the present.

	
	Present
	Past
	Future

	Noun
	nitla:katl ø
	nitla:katl katka
	nitla:katl yes

	Adjective
	niwe:i ø
	niwe:i katka
	niwe:i yes


Note the following basic tenses/aspects of the copula

	Tense/aspect
	Singular
	Plural

	Present
	ø
	ø

	Future
	yes
	yeskeh or yeseh

	Conditional
	yesia
	yeskiah

	Past (all)
	katka
	katkah

	Habitual/Eventual
	yeni
	yenih

	Optative
	ye
	ye


II. “Be” of existence

Nahuatl uses the same verb (ka/ye) to indicate existence in a place (e.g., ‘it is here’). There are two major differences between this verb when used as a copula (Spanish ser) and when used to indicate existence in a place (Spanish estar)


1) The present tense of the copula is zero; the present tense of the ‘be’ of existence is ka

2) The use of ka to indicate existence is preceded by o:n-.

	Tense/aspect
	Singular
	Plural

	Present
	o:nkah
	o:nkateh

	Future
	o:nyes
	o:nyeskeh or o:nyeseh

	Conditional
	o:nyesia
	o:nyesiah

	Past (all)
	o:nkatka
	o:nkatkah

	Habitual/Eventual
	o:nyeni
	o:nyenih

	Optative
	o:nye
	o:nye


Note: The verb ka/ye is only used for the existence in a place of nouns that are not self-mobile or never were. Thus for people, cars, and dead cats, the verb nemi is used:

	¿Ka:no:n nemi mokone:w?
	Where is your child?

	¿Ka:no:n nemi moka:rroh?
	Where is your car?

	¿Ka:no:n nemi motskwin yo o:mik?
	Where is your dog that died?


Finally, note that o:nkah (and the other forms with the appropriate tense/aspect changes indicates a general existence. The negative is xitlah or xtlah.
	¿O:nkah serbe:sah?
	Is there any beer?

	Xitlah serbe:sah!
	There is no beer!


III. Prefixes

Nahuatl has a series of subject, object, and possessor prefixes. The general overview is:

	Person
	Subject
	Object
	Possessor

	1 sg
	n- / ni-
	ne:ch
	no-

	2 sg
	t- / ti-
	mits
	mo-

	3 sg
	ø-
	k- / ki- / ø-
	i:-

	1 pl
	t- / ti-
	te:ch
	to-

	2 pl
	nim- / nin- / ni-
	me:ch
	nimo-

	3 pl
	ø-
	kim- / kin- / ø-
	i:m-

	Nonspecific human
	-lo
	te:
	te:-

	Nonspecific not human
	tla-
	tla
	(tla-)


IV. Suffixes
Nahuatl has a series of suffixes for verb tenses, noun pluralization and possession, and adjectival singular and plural. Here are some of the most common:

Verbs:

Add -h to the plural of most forms. Here is an overview. Note that the stems to which these are added vary according to verb class. There are 3 basic stems (see below):

lexical


perfective (short)


future (long)

	Tense/aspect
	Singular
	Plural

	Present
	-ø
	-h

	Future
	-s
	-seh / -skeh

	Conditional
	-sia
	-siah

	Perfective

   Classes 1, 2, 3
	-ø
	-keh

	Perfective

   Class 4
	-k
	-keh

	Pluperfective
	-ka
	-kah

	Imperfective
	-ya / -:ya
	-yah / -:yah

	Habitual/eventual
	-ni / -ne
	-nih / -neh

	Imperative/Optative
	-ø
	-ka:n


Nouns

Most nouns end in the absolutive. A few end in -in such as michin ‘fish.’ There are 3 basic absolutive endings:

	Conditioning

environment
	Singular
	Plural

	Stem is vowel final
	-tl
	-meh

	Stem is consonant final (including /h/ but not /l/)
	-tli
	-tih

	Stem is l-final (note that the final /l/ of the stem surfaces as [h]
	-li (e.g., kahli)
	-tih


Nouns also have possessed markers (suffixes). The following is an overview

	Description
	Singular
	Plural

	Inalienable possession
	-ø

noma: ‘my hand’
	-wa:n

noma:wa:n ‘my hands’

	Alienable possession

  after vowels
	-w

nokone:w ‘my child’
	-wa:n
nokone:wan ‘my children’

	Alienable possession after consonants
	-ø
nokal
	-wa:n
nokalwa:n

	Inanimate possessor (part/whole possession)
	-yo
i:nelwayo ‘its root’
	-yowa:n
i:nelwayowa:n ‘its roots’


Adjectives 

Adjectivals are mostly deverbal though they may be denominal.
	Description
	Singular
	Plural

	Denominal 

indicates ‘full of noun’
	-yoh

a:yoh ‘juicy (sg)’
	-yokeh

a:yokeh ‘juicy (pl)’

	Deverbal 

indicates having acquired the final state of the verb
	-k

toma:wak ‘fat (sg)’
	-keh

toma:wakeh ‘fat (pl)’

	Deverbal 

indicates having acquired the final state of the verb
	-ki

kaxa:nki ‘lose (sg)’
	-keh

kaxa:nkeh ‘lose (pl)’

	Deverbal

indicates having acquired the final state of the verb
	-tik

tetomahtik ‘fat (sg)’
	-tikeh

tetomahtikeh ‘fat (pl)’


V. Valency decreasing devices

Verbs may be decreased in valency. Here are some forms:

Nonspecific subject:

Nonspecific subjects may only be used with intransitive verbs or with transitive verbs in which all objects are nonspecific (including reflexives). 

Intransitive verbs:

	Description
	Morpheme
	Meaning

	Nonspecific human 
	-lo

cho:kalo ‘there is crying’
	The event of crying takes place but nothing (including number) is said of who cries

	Nonspecific nonhuman
	tla-

tlawa:ki ‘there is drying (all over, e.g., of plants during a drought)
	Indicates that the verbal event occurs all over, with no specific subject


Transitive verb:

Transitive verbs may be decreased in valency through nonspecific markers, te:- for humans, tla- for nonhumans, and the reflexive no-

	Description
	Morpheme
	Meaning

	Nonspecific human 
	te:-

te:pale:wia ‘he helps people’
	The event affects a human, of whom nothing is said

	Nonspecific nonhuman
	tla-

tlakwa ‘he eats’ 


	Indicates that the event takes place affecting a nonhuman

	Affected (patient) is the same as the agent 
	no- 

notelowa ‘he hits himself’
	Note (see below) that the reflexive marker does not always indicate a reflexive event


Note: All the above can be made impersonal, but only with -lo (since in general the agents of transitive verbs are human)
	Transitive verb with nonspecific object
	Impersonal
	Meaning

	te:pale:wia
	te:pale:wi:lo
	‘There is helping of people’

	tlakwa
	tlakwa:lo


	‘There is eating’

	notelowa
	notelo:lo
	‘There is self-hitting’


VI. Reflexive marking
Reflexive markers are extremely versatile in Nahuatl. That is, they do not always indicate a true reflexive event (when a subject who acts on something is the same referent as the object upon whom the subject acts). Here are some uses of the reflexive marker:

	Description
	Morpheme
	Meaning

	True reflexive
	nomihtia
	‘he kills himself’

In the true reflexive the subject and the object refer to the same entity as both agent and patient

	Reciprocal
	nomihtiah
	‘they kill each other’

In this case there is always a plural number of participants who act on each other

	Passive
	ne:hchi:was
	‘it will be fixed’

Nahuatl uses reflexive marking to indicate that an inanimate is being acted upon (e.g., a bicycle that will get fixed [by someone not named])

	Reflexive verbs
	notlalowa

nisiahka:wa
	‘he runs’

‘he gets tired of waiting’

These verbs only exist in the reflexive, they cannot take any other object

	Semireflexive
	na:xi:xa
	‘he urinates’

In these verbs the reflexive marker can be replaced with other object markers, but the meaning changes slightly (e.g, ne:cha:xi:xa ‘he (e.g., a baby) urinates on me’

	Quality
	wel nokwa
	‘it is edible’

These are transitive verbs used reflexively and preceded by wel, indicating that the subject can undergo the action indicated by the verb’

	Bodily function

(see semireflexive)
	niso:tla

ni:to:nia
	‘he vomits’

‘he sweats’

	Emotional states
	namana
	‘he is sad’

	Anticausative 
	notsakwa
	‘it closes up’

These are rare and only occur with transitive verbs that indicate an event that can also occur spontaneously (as in the present case, when a wound, for instance, may heal and close up)


VII. Valency increasing 
There are two major valency increasing devices: causatives and applicatives. The new participant is indicated in italics


Causatives usually affect intransitive verbs, they usually add a causer to the verbal action



nicho:ka ‘I cry’



ne:xcho:htia ‘he makes me cry’


Applicatives usually affect transitive verbs, they usually add a benefactive or malefactive participant to the verbal event



nihchi:wa ‘I do it’



nimischi:wilia ‘I do it for you’

General rules:


Causatives are formed by adding



-tia to intransitive verbs



-ltia to transitive verbs


Applicatives are formed by adding



-lia to either intransitives or transitives

See the relevant chapters for the stem changes to verbs that occur when their valency is increased as the result of making a causative or applicative.

VIII. Changing part of speech.

Nahuatl has processes of making adjectivals from nouns and verbs (see above) as well as making verbs from nouns (and adjectivals) and nouns from verbs. The following are the main processes of verbalization and nominalization processes.

1) Noun→adjectival→intransitive (inchoative/change of state) verb→transitive (causative) verb→ditransitive (applicative) verb

	Noun

-absolutive
	Adjectival

-yoh
	Intransitive verb

-yowa
	Transitive Verb


	Ditransitive verb

	a:tl

water
	a:yoh

watery or juicy
	a:yowa

to become watery or juicy
	a:yo:tia

to make watery or juicy (e.g., bean broth)
	a:yo:tilia

to make watery or juicy for

	ma:tli

hand or arm
	(ma)ma:yoh
knotty or having a lot of branches
	(ma)ma:yowa
to acquire a lot of branches


	ma:yo:tia

to place arms on (e.g., a ceramic doll)
	ma:yo:tilia
to place arms on for


Obviously some of the above forms are rather unusual. Indeed, in many cases only some of the possibilities are used or accepted. Thus a person painting a face might say, ma niki:xteyo:ti ‘let me put eyes on it’ while ?i:xteyowa ‘to acquire eyes’ would be rarely used, though probably understood.

2) Noun→adjective/adjectival→intransitive (inchoative/change of state) verb→transitive (causative) verb
	Noun

-absolutive
	Adjectival

-k or -ki
	Intransitive verb

-ya
	Transitive Verb

-lia
	Ditransitive verb

	istatl

salt
	ista:k

white
	istaya

to become white
	istalia

to make white
	

	xokotl

plum
	xoko:k

sour
	xoko:ya

to become
	xoko:lia

to make sour
	

	——
	we:i

big
	we:ia

to become big
	we:ilia

to make big
	

	——
	yema:nki
soft
	yema:nia
to become soft
	yema:nilia
to make soft
	


3) Other verbalizations:

Noun to Intransitives

Noun→ adjective/adjectival→intransitive (inchoative/change of state) verb→transitive (causative) verb
	Noun

-absolutive
	Adjectival

-tik
	Intransitive verb

-ti or -tia
	Transitive Verb

-tilia
	Ditransitive verb

	siwa:tl

woman
	sisiwa:tik

effeminate
	siwa:ti

to become a woman
	sisiwa:tilia?

to make effeminate
	

	tla:katl

man
	tla:katik?

manly
	tla:kati

to be born
	tla:katilia

to cause to be born
	

	kwahli

good
	——
	kwaltia

to become fixed
	——
	


As with other change of parts of speech processes, there are often gaps with particular lexical items.

Noun to Transitive

1) -wia ‘to act with noun on’


—
	Noun

-absolutive
	Adjectival


	Intransitive verb


	Transitive Verb

-wia
	Ditransitive verb
-wilia

	tepostli
iron or metal
	
	
	teposwia (Am form)
to brand (i.e., to act with metal on)
	teposwilia
(Am form)
to brand for

	ma:poxtli

left hand
	
	
	ma:poxwia

to do with ones left hand
	————


2) -tia ‘to provide noun for’
	Noun

-absolutive
	Adjectival


	Intransitive verb


	Transitive Verb

-wia
	Ditransitive verb
-wilia

	na:mihtli
spouse
	
	
	na:mihtia

to provide a spouse to’ ‘to marry (off)’
	————

	yowitl

feather
	
	
	yowitia

to place feathers on
	yowitilia

to place feathers on for


IX. Nominalization of verb
1) Use of perfective stem of transitive verb with a nonspecific object

e:hchi:wa 
‘to fix’


tlaye:hchi:htli
‘something fixed or well put together’

2) Use of impersonal stem of transitive verbs with a nonspecific object


itowa

‘to say’

tlato:hli

‘word, language’ (something said)
3) -listli or -istli (more archaic) to indicate the occurrence of the action signified by the verb

cho:ka

‘to cry’


cho:kistli
‘act of crying’


tla:tsona

‘to play (a musical instrument)


tla:tsonalistli
‘music’


pa:ki

‘to be happy’


pa:kilistli
‘happiness’

4) Obligatorily possessed nouns indicating the place at which an action occurs or a state exists

     -ya:n

ki:sa

‘to emerge’


i:ki:saya:n
‘its place of emergence’ (e.g., i:ki:saya:n to:nahli) ‘the east’


tlakwa

‘to eat’


notlakwa:ya:n
‘my customary place of eating’

     -ka:n

toma:wi

‘to become fat’


i:toma:hka:n
‘its fat place (e.g., of a stick)


pitsa:wi

‘to become thin’


nopitsa:hka:n
‘my waist (i.e., place of becoming thin’)

X. Noun incorporation
Can either reduce the valency or leave valency unchanged. When leaving valency unchanged it can either modify the verbal predicate, or be an example of possessor raising

Valency reducing (e.g., V2→V1)


na:maka

‘to sell’ (e.g., kina:maka pitso ‘he sells pigs’)


pitsona:maka
‘he pig-sells’

Non–valency reducing

   Modifying


cho:ka

‘to cry’ or ‘to shout’


koyo:cho:ka
‘he cries out like a coyote’


miki

‘to die’


tla:kamiki
‘to die like a man’


   Possessor raising (possessor is moved to subject of an intransitive or object of a transitive)

     Intransitive (possessor becomes subject)


tlatla nokal
‘my house burns’


nikaltlatla
‘I have my house burn down’ (lit. ‘I house-burned’)


yeski:sa

‘to bleed’


nima:yeski:sa
‘I have my hand bleed’ (lit. ‘I hand-bleed’)

     Transitive (possessor becomes object)

   
tihtlatia noma:
‘you burn my arm’


tine:xma:tlatia
‘you burn my arm on me’ (lit. ‘you arm-burn me’)

