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Appendix 3
Verbal Morphology and the Distribution of Affixes
Nahuatl verbs are different from nominal and adjectival predicates in various ways:
·  with endings verbs are inflected for tense, aspect, and mood (TAM), as well as having number (e.g., nicho:ka ‘I cry’, nicho:kas ‘I will cry’, o:nicho:kak ‘I cried’, etc.); nouns and adjectives utilize the copula (zero in the present tense) (e.g., p. ej., nikone:tl katka ‘I was a child’; nichipa:wak yes ‘I will be clean’, nipitentsi:n ‘I am small’)
· verbs accept (in most, but not all cases) directional prefixes (on- and wa:l-) or suffixes (‑ti, -to, ‑to:ya, ‑ki, ‑ko, ‑ko:ya);

· verbs have impersonal forms that are derived through the prefix tla- (for unaccusatives) or the suffix -lo (for unergatives) (e.g., tlawa:ki ‘everywhere it is dry’ and cho:kalo ‘there is crying’)

· verbs accept durative (-tok, -tos, -toya, etc., e.g., , koptok (Oa) ‘it is changed’ and cho:katok ‘s/he is crying’) and associated motion endings (-te:wa, -tiw, -tiki:sa, etc., e.g., te:nostiki:sa ‘s/he calls on someone in passing’)

Schematic Overview of Verbal Affixes
Oapan Prefixes 

	Preclitic
	Preclitic
	Specific subjectd
	Specific objectd
	Directional prefixd
	Reflexived
	Nonspecific objects
	Verbal stem

	y-a
	o:-b
mac
	n(i)-

t(i)-

Ø-

t(i)-

nim- 
Ø-
	ne:ch-

mits-

k(i)-

te:ch-

me:ch-

kim-

Ø-e
	on-

wa:l-
	mo-/no-

mo-

no-

mo-/to-

mo-

no-
	te:-
	tla-
	


a Written as a prefix to the completive o:- yo:tlakwah ‘s/he’s already eaten’; identical to the independent temporal adverb ye or i, ye tlakwa:s ‘s/he is about to eat’ or i kalakis to:nahli ‘the sun is about to set’.
b Always written joined to the verb.
c By convention, written separately from the verb: ma nitlakwa ‘may that I eat!’

d The prefixes vary slightly according to community; see the supplementary table for each village. 

e The zero morpheme is utilized for the secondary object in ditransitive verbs as well as in other cases.
Oapan Suffixes
	Verb stem
	Causative
	Applicative
	Associated motion with ‑ti- ligaturef
	Impersonalf
	Durativeg
	Tense/Aspect/Mood
---

Directionals (with TAM)h 
	Number

	
	-tia
-ltia

-a

-lia
	-lia
-a
	-tiw

-te:wa

-tasi
-teko
-tiki:sa

-tiwitsi/-tiwetsi
-timi/-tinemi

	-lo
	-to

-tia
	-presente

-perfective
-imperfective
-future
-conditional

-eventual/habitual/
-pluperfective
-imperative
-optative
(...and others)
	-hi

	
	
	
	-ti /-ki (imperative or optative)

-to /-ko (perfective)

-to:ya / -ko:ya (pluperfective)
	

	
	-tsi:n (diminutive; rarely used with verbs)


f It is not common to combine an associated motion ending with an impersonal. However, it appears that the order is flexible. Thus both: te:no:ste:walo and te:no:tsalote:wa ‘people are talked to before (subjects) leaving’.
g The durative is used both for a progressive (generally with transitive verbs, te:pale:wihtok ‘s/he is helping’ and with unergative, here with the adverb i as in i mihtok ‘s/he is dying’). It can also be used as a stative/resultative (generally with unaccusative verbs: te:ntok ‘it is full’). The durative -tia exists but is not common, it is generally used with an imperative or optative to indicate a progressive event that takes place while another is also ongoing. The progressive is found in the present -tikah and -tok, the future, -tos, the past -toya, as well as a few other tenses/aspects.
h Directional suffixes should be analyzed as including the TAM marker. Thus xne:chpale:wi:ki ‘come help me’ is parsed as glossed as x-Ø-ne:ch-pale:wi:-ki / imp-3sgS-1sgO-to.help-intra.dir.imp.sg
i In Ameyaltepec the present plural marker is -n.
