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Preface

Comaltepec Chinantec is the language spoken in the town of Santiago
Comaltepec, which is located approximately 65 miles north of the city of
Oaxaca, in the ex-District of Ixtlan, in the Sierra Juirez mountains of
Southern Mexico. Approximately 1500 Chinantec people speak this
language, living either in Santiago Comaltepec itself or in one of the ranch
areas pertaining to it. Comaltepec Chinantec is one of the dozen or so
mutually unintelligible Chinantec languages which make up the Chinantec
language family.

These data were collected from 1970 to the present from several
different speakers of Comaltepec Chinantec, both by oral and written texts
and personal interaction.

This study is a basic sketch of Comaltepec Chinantec syntax. The
phonology is sketched only very briefly, but see Anderson, Martinez, &
Pace (forthcoming) for a detailed presentation of Comaltepec tone. More
study needs to be done to complete a more comprehensive study of
syntax. This study was drafted during the months of February through
April, 1988, at a workshop designed for that purpose in Catalina, Arizona,
near Tucson, under the direction of Dr. William R. Merrifield. The
information upon which the study is based was gathered both in
Comaltepec as well as with Chinantec speakers outside of the immediate
area. | am indebted to my two colleagues, Wanda Jane Pace and Diane
Poole, who have spent considerable time with me in the language area and
have also involved themselves in the study of this language. I am also
greatly indebted to a number of speakers of this language who have given
me the privilege of being their friend. Rudy Troike read a draft of the
manuscript and made numerous helpful comments which have improved it
greatly.



[blank]



References

Anderson, Judi Lynn & Wanda Pace. 1973, Informal Literacy Survey in
Comaltepec Chinantec, Nova Lit 2.3-5. Mexico: Summer Institute of
Linguistics.

Anderson, Judi Lynn, Isaac H. Martinez, & Wanda Pace. Forthcoming.
Comaltepec Chinantec tone.

Anderson, Judi Lynn. 1987. A Chinantec fable. SIL Mexico Workpapers
9:111-21. Mexico: Summer Institute of Linguistics.

Browner, CH. 1986. The politics of reproduction in a Mexican Village.
Journal of Women in Culture and Society 11.710-24.

———. 1985. Plants used for reproductive health in Oaxaca, Mexico.
Economic Botany 39.482-504.

———. 1985. Criteria for selecting herbal remedies. Ethnology 24.13-32,

———. 1986. Gender roles and social change: a Mexican case study.
Ethnology 25.89-106.

Comrie, Bernard. 1981. Language universals and linguistic typology.
Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Crothers, John. 1978. Typology and universals of vowel systems. In Joseph
H. Greenberg (ed.), Universals of human languages, volume 2,
Phonology, pp. 93-152. Stanford: Stanford University Press.

Gwaltney, John L. 1970. The thrice shy. New York: Columbia University
Press.



xii Judi Lynn Anderson

Merrifield, William R. 1968. Palantla Chinantec grammar [=Papeleé de la
Chinantla 5, Serie Cientifica 9]. Mexico: Museo Nacional de
Antropologia.

. 1963. Palantla Chinantec syllable types. Anthropological Linguis-
tics 5.5.1-16.

Pace, Wanda Jane. To appear. Comaltepec Chinantec verb inflection.
(Revision of unpublished MA thesis. University of Texas at Ar-
lington.)

Poole, Diane. 1988. Dialogue Journal Writing with a language associate.
Dialogue 5.1.3-4.

Poole, Diane and Judi Lynn Anderson. In preparation. Diccionario chinan-
teco de Comaltepec (Comaltepec Chinantec-Spanish dictionary).

Robbins, Frank E. 1968. Quiotepec Chinantec grammar [=Papeles de la
Chinantla 4, Serie Cientifica 8]. Mexico: Museo Nacional de
Antropologia.

Rubel, Arthur J., Carl W. O’Nell, and Rolando Collado-Aradén. 1984.
Susto, a folk illness. Berkeley: University of California Press.

Westley, David O. and William R. Merrifield. To appear. Moving and
arriving in the Chinantla.

Comaltepec Chinantec vernacular literature
Anon. 1978. Jial jmoo dsea ta coo’ guita (How people plow). Mexico:

Instituto Lingiistico de Verano.

Anon. 1987. Mi cali'naa’ jaang cuea nuu (When I got a deer). Mexico:
Instituto Lingiiistico de Verano.

Anon. 1979. Mi?* ca%giiéng?® dsea’ta?* Gobernador fi®* Mi?'ia?3 (When the
governor came to Comaltepec). Mexico: Instituto Linglistico de
Verano.

Anon. 1984. Tres Cuentos en chinanteco de Comaltepec (Three stories in
Comaltepec Chinantec). Mexico: Instituto Lingiiistico de Verano.

Anon. 1984. Cinco Cuentos en chinanteco de Comaltepec (Five stories in
Comaltepec Chinantec). Mexico: Instituto Lingistico de Verano.

Anon. 1985. Cog? 'e dséeng? dsea? Mo'ia® quia'? giiita* (A traditional bull
dance of Comaltepec). Mexico: Instituto Lingiiistico de Verano.



Comaltepec Chinantec xiii

Anon. 1989. Cog? jou* cuento quid'? jaang? mi'? cpQ'?* jaang? dsea? (A
story about a snake and a man) [with cassette].

Anon. 1989. Jial?* lami?* cung'® gué? dsea? fi¥* Mo'ia® (How people use
to get married in Comaltepec) [with cassette].

Comaltepec Chinantec literacy materials

Anderson, Judi Lynn. 1979. Aclaraciones sobre el alfabeto chinanteco
(Qlarifications concerning the Chinantec alphabet).

Anderson, Judi Lynn, Wanda Pace, and Diane Poole. 1984. Leyendo y
escribiendo el idioma chinanteco en chinanteco de Comaltepec
(Reading and writing the Chinantec language in Comaltepec
Chinantec). Mexico: Instituto Lingiistico de Verano.

Poole, Diane. 1984. Un pequefio vocabulario en chinanteco de Comal-
tepec (A small wordlist in Comaltepec Chinantec. Mexico: Instituto
Lingtiistico de Verano [with cassette].

————. 1984. Cuaderno de respuestas para los ejercicios de Leyendo y
Escribiendo el idioma chinantec (Workbook for answers to the exer-
cises of Reading and Writing the Chinantec language). Mexico:
Instituto Lingiiistico de Verano.

Comaltepec Chinantec translations

1976. Jau* guid® ?e? ca?fé'? San Marcos (Gospel according to St. Mark).
Mexico: La Biblioteca Mexicana del Hogar, A.C.

1983. Mi** caliseeng? Jestis (When Jesus was born) [with cassette]. Mexico:
Liga del Sembrador, A.C.

1983. Mi** casedang? Juan Bautista jmii? Dsea? Jmaang® (When John the
Baptist baptized Jesus Christ). Mexico: Liga del Sembrador, A.C.

1983. Mi®#* ca?td'? jaang? dsea’?mi? cuud dsii?® gudo? quia'® gua'® (When a

woman put money in the church box). Mexico: Liga del Sembrador,
AC.

1983. Mi** ca'iing3 Jesas dsee?® quia'3 jaang? dseami? (When Jesus forgave
a woman). Mexico: Liga del Sembrador, A.C.

1983. 'E lab ta?* 'e caquiu'? Fidiée3* ‘e la niing’gui 'edang? (This is what

God commanded which is most important). Mexico: Liga del
Sembrador, A.C.



xiv Judi Lynn Anderson

1983. Jestis ayuda a tener fé (Jesus helps to have faith). Mexico: Liga del
Sembrador, A.C.

1983. Mi*#* ca?jmi?'ledang® Jess jaang? dseaZiu'? 'j caang? ti#® (When
Jesus healed a paralyzed man). Mexico: Liga del Sembrador, A.C.
1983. Mi* cajmi'ledang3 Jesds guing® dsea? '[ lingZ® jmohuii® ‘e 'li'¢

(When Jesus healed ten men who had a serious disease). Mexico:
Liga del Sembrador, A.C.

1983. Dsing'? 'ggng'? jiu* quid'? Jests (Jests words are really powerful).
Mexico: Liga del Sembrador, A.C.

1987. Coq? 'e? 'éB ja2lén'? dsea? Guiea*jmi2 [The National Anthem of
Mexico]. Mexico: Instituto Lingiiistico de Verano.

In press. 'E lab jiu* quia'?® Dsea? Jmaang® 'e cajme'?* San Lucas (These
are the words about Jesus Christ which St. Luke wrote) [with cas-
sette]. Mexico: La Biblioteca Mexicana del Hogar, A.C.



1
Comaltepec Chinantec Phonology

Comaltepec Chinantec phonology has been described more completely
elsewhere (Anderson, Martinez, & Pace forthcoming), with special
reference to tone. The phonological inventory, therefore, is presented here
in brief outline only, focusing upon the elements found in a stressed
syllable.

1.1, Vowels. There are eight oral vowels fie u 01 € & a/. #i:L ‘thin’, te:L
‘white’, Pl ‘crooked’, to:L ‘banana’, tiLM ‘expert’, té:Lr ‘s/he carries’, t4:LH
‘father’, tal ‘cane’.

Of these eight, two are marginal to the system. /4/ is in near
complementary distribution with the sequence /ia/, only contrasting after
laryngeals /h ?/. hdLM ‘spider’, hidlM ‘cliff, P4nLM ‘very’, PialM ‘comal’,
ria:nL ‘it sprouts’. /é/ is least common of the vowels and is the only one
which never occurs with nasalization.

If we, thus, consider the primary system to consist of just six vowels, it
falls into Crothers’ (1978) very common Type 6.1—six vowels, five of them
peripheral vowels /i e u o a/, one of them interior /i/.

Any vowel may be short. lif ‘flower’, he?PLM ‘frog’, hitH ‘mosquito’, to?L
‘carbon’, si?L ‘moon’, télr ‘sthe calls’, kuilH ‘horse’, talH ‘work’.

Any vowel may be long. ni:M ‘my face’, Ple:l ‘dust’, hu:H ‘word’, to:L
‘banana’, si:L ‘nest’, bé:LH ‘roundish’, kud:nLr ‘is tall’, ga:nL ‘three (a)’.

Any vowel, whether long or short, may be nasalized, with the possible
exception of long /&: &/, which have not been found nasalized except
following a nasal consonantal onset or followed by postnuclear /n/. hj?PL
‘orange’, hj:L ‘year’, h¢PLr ‘leave something’, P¢:L ‘tomb’, tylM ‘guitar’, yi.LH
‘left (hand)’, t3PLMr ‘mend’, ko:L ‘one’, hjLMr ‘burn’, hi*H ‘weasel’, h¢PLr
‘give’, P4LM ‘bridge’, talM ‘bird’, Pa:M ‘stay’.
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The vowel nucleus of any Comaltepec syllable having a nasal onset is
invariably nasalized. Since such nasalization is noncontrastive, it is
unmarked in this study apart from the specific nasal consonant. 2mo:k
[?mo:L] ‘ice’, Ppalf [MhalH] ‘forest’.

1.2. Consonants. Sixteen consonants may occur syllable-initially in
Comaltepec Chinantec: voiceless stops /p t k/; voiced stops /b d g/; nasals
/m n y/; fricative /s/; affricates /c z/, voiced oral continuant /i/; vibrant /r/,
and the laryngeals /? h/. piPH ‘little’, tal ‘carrizo’, ka?LlM ‘beside’, bar’H
‘huge’, doM ‘there’, gal ‘ugly’, milH ‘thick’, nal ‘there’, yé:LH ‘son-in-law’,
53l ‘exist’, ciM (term of endearment), z4L ‘people’, lal ‘here’, ro:L ‘tobacco’,
PalH ‘contains’, hal- (negative).

Consonant clusters. The laryngeals /? h/ may precede /g/ or any of the
voiced continuants /m n 1 1/ to form complex syllable onsets. 7go:L
‘elegant’, hgo?L ‘rotten’, Pmo:L ‘ice’, hmo:L ‘woven mat’, Pno:Lr ‘s/he gets’,
hnoLMy ‘sthe slaps’, PpalH ‘forest’, hyé:M ‘1 plant’, Plo:L ‘river rocks’, hlofH
‘gorgeous’.

Three consonants /b n r/ may occur syllable-finally. Of these, /b 1/ always
constitute a separate morpheme in this position; only /-n/ occurs as a final
consonant in morphemically simple forms, as in bé:nL ‘bud, shoot’. For this
reason, syllable-final /b r/ are written in this study as posttonic material,
following the stressed syllable. (i-Mb ‘silently (AFFy, niiMr ‘s/he will listen’.

A syllable may be open or checked by glottal /?/. talH ‘work, ta?LM
‘honey’, né:M ‘Yolox’, mé:?M ‘you see’.

1.3. Palatalization and labialization. Palatalization or labialization
may occur between the consonantal onset of a syllable and the vocalic
peak which follows it.

Palatalization (written as /i/) may occur following any consonantal onset
other than a bilabial or /r/. titlM ‘rifle’, kia?M ‘of (him/her)’, gia?PLM ‘tapir’,
PniuLl ‘you (sg)’, yiuM ‘nine’, sig:LH ‘deer’, ziu:M ‘jug’, lin?L ‘you lick’, Pial
‘boils’, hidlM ‘cliff’.

When a velar consonant /k g 1/ is followed by a front vowel /i €/, there
is invariably a palatal glide intervening between them. Such palatalization
is treated as automatic and not written in this study. ke:L [kye:L] ‘crow’,
ge?M [gye?M] ‘it arrives’, pifl [fjyiH] ‘metal’.

Labialization (written. as /u/) occurs only following velar stops /k g/ and
laryngeals /? h/. kuo?l ‘bald’, guo?L ‘knothole’, PualH ‘soft’, huirL
‘fishscale’.
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The sequence fiu/ is attested with all consonantal onsets with which
prenuclear fi/ is known to occur. In this sequence, unless followed by the
postnuclear nasal, fu/ is rounded to [ii]. giuM [giiM] ‘good (i), giunM
[gitgM] ‘good (a)’.

1.4. Stress. There are two kinds of syllable stress, ballistic and
controlled (Merrifield 1963). Ballistic stress is a combination of pitch and
stress. It tends to raise high tones and lower low tones. The ballistic
syllable is marked by an acute accent /°/ over its nuclear vowel. A
controlled syllable is unmarked. lo:L ‘skin’, I6:LH ‘lime’.

1.5. Tone. Comaltepec Chinantec has three level tones—low tone /1/,
mid tone M/, and high tone /H/. There are also four glides /LAM LH HM HL/
as demonstrated in the following examples: tal ‘cane’, téM ‘sticky’, idH
‘weed-chopper’, h4LM ‘spider’, taLH ‘work’, teLguaHM ‘earring’, and culte:HL
‘silver’.

The two downglides /HM/ and /HL/ only occur in two-syllable words, or
following a tone which causes tone sandhi, e.g. loLguifM ‘hat’, moltuHL
‘egg’.

Tone sandhi in Comaltepec Chinantec is typically perseverative. A more
detailed development of this tone sandhi occurs in the tone study by
Anderson, Martinez, & Pace (forthcoming). Basically, in predictable
environments, a low tone /L/ becomes high-low /HL/, low-high /LH/ becomes
high-mid /HM/, and mid /M/ tone becomes high /H/ in a ballistic syllable or
high-mid /HM/ in a long controlled syllable. so:M ‘ascent’ + ré:L ‘smooth’ —»
so:M ré:HL ‘smooth ascent’, miM ‘ask for (inanimate object)’ + hndLH I’ —
miM hndHM ‘T ask for (inanimate object)’, miMi ‘I ask for (inanimate
object) + kid?Mr ‘his/hers’ — miMi kis?Hr ‘1 ask for his/her (inanimate
object)’, miM; ‘I ask for (inanimate object) + ziuM ‘jar’ — miMi ziu:HM ‘]
ask for a/the jar’.
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2
The Comaltepec Chinantec Verb

2.1, Active vs. stative verb stems. In its minimal form, a verb consists
of a verb stem which is either active or stative. An active verb stem is
internally inflected for tense-aspect and may occur with any of several
tense-aspect prefixes, as in (1); a stative verb stem is not so inflected and
may occur with only a restricted set of tense-aspect prefixes, as in (2),
specifically excluding past-tense prefixes. Both active and stative verb
stems are inflected for person-of-subject.

(1)  kak-hméMe, psT-do"c1s, Idid it
niLl-hmé:LHe, pr-do*nis, I will do it.

(2)  zerPLHe, sick"sts, I am sick.
niLl-ze?LHe, IMPF-sick“s1s, | was sick,

Stative verbs are discussed in more detail below, but the discussion
which follows immediately focuses upon the inflectional patterns of active
verb forms.

2.2. Active verb stem inflection. The internal inflection of Comaltepec
active verb stems is complex to the point of frustrating any attempt to
isolate individual morphemes which mark categories of aspect or
person-of-subject. A combination of tone, ballistic stress, and segmental
changes define these categories in a three-by-four, twelve-place matrix
with three aspectual parameters—Progressive (p), Intentive (1), and
Completive (c)—and four parameters of person—First-Person Singular (1s),
First-Person Plural (1p), Second Person ), and Third Person (3).
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The paradigm of the verb ‘read’ illustrates such a matrix in (3). Tense
prefixes and enclitic pronouns are not included in the matrix, although
they are normally present in speech and help distinguish homophonous
forms like the progressive first-singular, first-plural, and second-person
forms of (3).

(3) read 1s 1p 2 3
P L L 7L LM
1 M P beicl ™
c L PH L PL

Comaltepec verb stems participate in a large number of such paradigms
which, like (3), may differ phonologically from one another by tone,
length, palatalization, vowel, nasalization, stress, or glottal closure, in a
bewildering variety of patterns. A particular verb root may participate in
several such paradigms to mark differences in gender or transitivity.
Compare, for example, the transitive inanimate (t1) forms of the verb
meaning ‘hit’ in (4) with the corresponding transitive animate (tA) forms in

(5).1

(4) it an 1s 1p 2 3
P baL bal baL baL
I baH bsH baH baL
c baL baH  biLM  p4L

(5) it (Ta) Is Ip 2 3
P bénM  bénM bénM  bénM
I bénH bénH bénH  bénM
c bénM  pénH pénlM bénM

A more thorough description of these inflectional patterns is found in
Pace (forthcoming). An exhaustive analysis of verb stems is not, therefore,
attempted here, but a number of typical paradigms are listed in (6) as
illustrative of the kinds of phonological patterns which are found.

The T1 forms occur with an inanimate direct object as in ‘he hits a rock’, while the
TA forms occur with an animate direct object as in ‘he hits a horse’. Transitivity is
discussed further in §2.16.
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(6) bury (Ta) Is 1p 2 3

P PinLM 2aniM 24inLM P4:nM

I P4anLH P4nlH P4nLH 24:nM

c 2anM PanLH 24nLM Pa:nM
(7) raise (TA) 1s 1p 2 3

P Pa:nM Pa:nM 2a:nM P4:nL

I Pa:nM fanM 2a:nM 2anM

c Pa:nM Pa:nM PanM 24:nL
(8)  transplant () 1s 1p 2 3

P PanpLH PanPLH fan?LH 24npL

1 Pan?LH PanfLH PanpPLH 24n?L

c PanfLH PanpLH Z2anpLH 24nrPL
(9) wade (a1 1s 1p 2 3

P P4L Pal 24L 24L

1 P4H PiH P4H 24L

c 25L P4H PALM P4L
(10) bake () 1s 1p 2 3

P to:L to:M to:L to:L

I to;LH téd to:H oM

C toM teH téM to:M
(11) talk (an Is 1p 2 3

P hua?L huérL hué?PL hué?L

1 huaPH huépH huo?H hué?L

c hua?oM huépH huerLH hué?rL

2.3. Prefixes. All Chinantec languages tend heavily toward being
isolating languages, having only a few affixes, these occurring almost
exclusively in verbs. Comaltepec Chinantec is no exception. Person-of-
possessor on nouns or person-of-subject on verbs often occurs in
phonologically reduced, enclitic form; but otherwise only verbs occur with
a small number of inflectional prefixes to mark, in conjunction with the
verb root inflection described above, a small number of tense-aspect
categories. The few prefixes in question are listed in (12). The interplay of
these prefixes and inflectional forms of verb roots is discussed in the
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sections which immediately follow. (Derivational affixes are discussed in
§2.12))

(12) niL- (imperfect)
kal- (past)
laL- (hodiernal past)
nit- (perfect)
lalmilH- (past imperfect)
hal- (negative)
hol- (terminative)
laL- (nonentailment)

2.4. Progressive aspect. Progressive aspect is marked by the progressive
form of the verb stem, without a prefix. In this form, a verb denotes,
usually ambiguously, either a habitual or progressive activity.

(13) lalkp:l hmfLH kujLi (LM PeLskué:LH
each day run®pis to  school
Every day I run to school.

(14) hmé:Llo talH  sinL maLhiL
do"ris work tear"pis paper
I am working tearing paper.

2.5. Intentive aspect. To indicate an action not yet begun at the time
of the speech act, the verb root is internally inflected for intentive aspect.
The root does not require a prefix in this form, but usually occurs with the
imperfect prefix niL-. The semantic force may be simple future or future
progressive.

(15) nil-hmerLHe  lulM ki:Mp
IMPF-repair“11s instrument of"2s
I will repair your instrument, or I will be repairing your instrument.

(16) hoL milH- nil-PigL, hol  nil-ziltoPLH — malhglM
then when mvpr-boil"3, then mpr-put’in“n oregano
Then when it is boiling, add oregano.

In a subordinate clause, the imperfect prefix and intentive stem may
occur preceded by the past-tense prefix kal- to give future perfect force.
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(17) niL-hme?LHna? Pel PniilM doM karl kal-nil-téPLM
IMPF-d0 " 12p REL house that until PpsT-IMPF-finish*13
You will build the house until it is finished.

2.6, Completive aspect. To denote an activity completed prior to the
time of the speech act, the verb stem is inflected for completive aspect.
One of the two past-tense prefixes, kal- (past) or /aL- (hodiernal past),
almost always occurs with such a stem, as in (18) and (19).

(18)  kal-hméMe talH géM
psT-do”"c1s work yesterday
I worked yesterday.

(19) lal-kitM L hid:nlH nal  sjPHr
HoD-clothe"cs ReEL child that clothes™s
That child just now got dressed.

In (17), the past-tense prefix was shown to precede the imperfect prefix
with an intentive stem to indicate future perfect. The imperfect can also
precede the past-tense prefix with a completive stem, but in this case the
imperfect functions as an evidential, to reduce the degree of responsibility
the speaker accepts regarding the truth of the assertion. In (20), the
speaker was not an eyewitness of the animal being shot.

(20) zdn?L molli:LH -re? niL-kaL-tiLM miLtigLM
truly neck®3s animal mMPF-PsT-reach”c3 bullet
The bullet evidently struck the animal right in the neck.

2.7. Perfect aspect. The perfect prefix nif- may occur with either the
progressive or completive form of a verb root. With a progressive form, it
indicates that the action of the verb has begun and continues at the time
of the speech act.

(21) niH-na:nL hgo:L hmilnaM
PRF-begin"p3 descend’p3 rapidly
It has begun to descend rapidly.

With a completive form, it indicates that the action of the verb had
begun and continued at the time of another action which occurred prior
to the time of the speech act. The evidential use of the imperfect is not
incompatible with the occurrence of the perfect prefix, as (22) shows.



10 Judi Lynn Anderson

(22) zdnPL hiL  hue?L baPH niH-niL-kaL-hmé:Ly
very fire big AFF PRF-IMPF-PST-make”c3
They had evidently already made a big fire.

The perfect prefix is normally nif-; but with the negative prefix, it has
the form milM-., In this context, a progressive or stative verb denotes an
action or state which is yet to be realized at the time of the speech act.

(23) hal-milM-pin?lM ju:L  kéMe
NEG-PRF-see’Pxs  baby of’1s
You have not yet seen my baby.

(24) hal-milM-pilMr  PeL rin?lne -in?
NEG-PRF-know”ss REL relatives”-3 3
They didn’t yet know that they were relatives.

The negative perfect also occurs with a completive verb root to indicate
an action which has not been initiated at the time of the speech act. The
past-tense prefix kal- may or may not be present in this context;
apparently the presence of the perfect prefix and the completive inflection
of the stem combine to preclude ambiguity.

(25) hal-mitM-kal-ménMn -re?
neg-PRF-PST-see " Cls animal
I have not yet seen the animal.

(26) hal-milM-p6Mo  huilM  cuiM
NEG-PRF-go“cls road Chuparrosa
I have not yet gone to Chuparrosa Ranch.

This same form of the perfect prefix, miLM-, also occurs with stative
stems, irrespective of the occurrence of negation in the context.

(27) ginM.-b  ziL milM-se:nlr
tWo AFF person PRF-exist"s3
Two people have been created (so far).

2.8. Imperfect aspect. The imperfect prefix niL- was shown above to
occur optionally with intentive stems to. indicate a future action and to
occur with completive stems as an evidential. It also occurs with a stative
or progressive stem to indicate that a state or an action continues which
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was initiated prior to the time of the speech act. With an action such as
the third example of (30), the interpretation may be progressive or
iterative.

(28) nil-zePLH b kalb6LH kéMe milH- kal-géMe
IMPF-sick"s3 AFF coparent of"1s when PpsT-arrive”cis
My coparent was sick when I arrived.

(29) hannl mi?L  nil-rgnl  nal
one snake 1MPF-lie"P3 there
A snake was lying there.

(30)  niL-piLtMr talH  [qin?lM  guiltsH
iMPF-walk"P3 work eat”p3 cattle
He was walking around eating cattle.

To indicate a former state or progressive action which no longer
continues at a subsequent time or at the time of the speech act, the
sequence lalmilH- occurs with a completive stem. This usage can be
labelled past imperfect.2

(31) lalmilH.yoM  hjH huilM  helnu:HL [iaPMy
PST"IMPF-go"c3 Virginia road ranch  of”3
Virginia used to [habitually] go to her ranch.

2.9. The negative prefix. The negative prefix hal- may precede a verb,
like any other verb prefix, or it may negate another element which, when
negated, must be topicalized by fronting to the first position within the
clause.?

(32) hal-kué:nL niL-kgPH PoLhui:L
NEG-permissible”si MPr-pick" 12 fruit
It is not permissible for you to pick fruit.

(33) hal-gl  zilpiu?L kéMe milM-se:nL
NEG-AUG man  of"1s PRF-exist"s3
I do not yet have a husband.

2Comrie (1976:80) illustrates a similar relationship between past and imperfect for
Arabic.

3Topicalization is discussed in more detail in §3.14.
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With verbs, the negative prefix occurs with any of the other aspectual
prefixes discussed above.

(34) hal-kal-hméMe tarea kéMe
NEG-PsT-do"c1s task of"1s
I did not do my homework.

(35) hal-nil-ké:LHo  lalnaM
NEG-IMPF-play“11s  now
I will not play ball just now.

2.10. Terminative aspect. The prefix hol- (terminative) indicates the
cessation of an action which was either in progress or habitual prior to the
time of the speech act. It occurs with progressive or stative stems. In
related Chinantec languages, the corresponding terminative prefix usually
accompanies the negative prefix. In Comaltepec, the terminative prefix
itself carries negative force and does not occur with the negative prefix.

(36)  hol-kuélMy  huilM
TRM-give"P3  road
S/het no longer permits it.

(37) hol-PinlH gy  niMr  halléPL hi:H  doM
TRM-want”s3 more”3 hear’ns pL word that
S/he no longer wants to listen to those words.

2.11. Nonentailment. The pretonic form /al- is ubiquitous in
Comaltepec, making it difficult to interpret, but it seems appropriate to
consider some of its occurrences as the prefix /al- (nonentailment),
paralleling the corresponding prefix of other Chinantec languages. With
this sense, it occurs with progressive roots to indicate that an action is
independent and not the inexorable result of another action or situation.
The action ‘just happened’. It may focus attention upon an action as being
curious or unexpected in some way.

(38) laL-si?LM b PeL Pmal nal kal-liL-kigL
NoN-stand”s3s AFF REL wood that psT-acT”c-dry”s3
That tree that dried up is just standing there.

4Most third-person forms in Chinantec are ambiguous as to gender and number. Not
all translation possibilities are explicitly indicated in illustrations where this fact is not
in focus.
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(39) lal-tu:L b hmiL
NON-spill"P3  AFF water
The water is just pouring out.

2.12. Derivational prefixes. Most of the discussion to this point relates
to prefixation and inflection of active verb stems. I now turn to a brief
discussion of the derivational prefixes which change stative verb roots to
active verb stems or active verb roots to stative verb stems. First, the
activizing prefix.

The activizing prefix has two forms—one for intentive and one for
progressive or completive. The intentive form /iL- (act1) indicates that a
change of state will take place after the time of the speech act. The
second form, /iL-, is ambiguously progressive (acT"P) or completive (AcT"C),
although accompanying inflectional prefixes usually eliminate the
ambiguity.’

The progressive form indicates that a change of state is habitual or is in
progress at the time of the speech act. The completive form indicates that
a change of state took place prior to the time of the speech act. The form
of the stative root itself does not change with the addition of these
prefixes. Inflectional prefixes which normally occur with active roots, but
not with stative roots, may occur with these derived active stems.

(40) ’méM, sharp”ssi, It is sharp.
liL-PméM, Acrc-sharp”ssi, It becomes sharp.
niL-liL-?méM, 1mpF.AcT"1-sharp”ssi, It will become sharp.
kal-liL-?’méM, psT-acT"c-sharp”ssi, It became sharp.

41 gui:nMr, angry”s3, He is angry.
liL-gui:nMr, ACT"P-angry“s3, He becomes angry.
niL-liL-gui:nMr, IMPF-ACT"1-angry’ss, He will become angry.
kaL-liL-gui:nMr, psT-ACT C-angry’ss, He became angry.

A stative stem may also be derived from an active root by the stativizing
prefix siL-. Such a derived stem may not occur with the inflectional
prefixes of active verb forms. Transitivity is normally reduced by the use of
this prefix, as can be seen by the following examples. The active root
meaning ‘plow’ is transitive, whereas its stative counterpart is intransitive.

5The probable source of this prefix is the inanimate intransitive verb meaning
*happer’, as in #LM ‘happens’, niLJiL ‘will happen’, and kalii¥ ‘happened".
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42) p s o
hi:L -r Pel  PuéM ki&PMr
plow*nir3 3 REL ground of"3
He is plowing his field.

(43) » s
siL-hi-HL PuéM  kiapMr
sTa-plow"p3s ground of"3
His ground is plowed.

In a few cases, what would appear to be this same stativizing prefix is
added to a stative root to derive an active stem which then is inflected like
an active root.

44) s o L
niL-siL-guiM -i  kalhuéLH niLH  pjL
IMPF-sTA-hot"1n1s  1s  coffee face™s fire

I will heat the coffee on the fire.

A second stativizing prefix, ril-, has a much more limited distribution,
but otherwise has the same characteristics as siL-.

(45) ]
ril-kjn?LM  sjPHy
STA-Treverse suit™s
Their clothes are on backwards.

(46) » MODAL §
ril-pnlM b -re
sTa-flesh"s3  AFF 3
They are naked.

2.13. Directional verbs. Directional verbs result when a verb occurs
with any of a series of prefixes derived from verbs of motion, to indicate
movement by the agent of the action named by the verb. The four prefixes
in (47) are paired with the progressive forms of the verb ‘go’ which may
be considered their source. These prefixes occur with active verb stems,
other than motion verbs, to indicate that the agent of the action named by
the verb stem will move away from the place of the speech act in
conjunction with his or her performance of the action. ’
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(47) go"r prefix full form

Is niL- ni:L-i I am going.

Ip  zil- zéM.ep  We are going.
guil- guolMp You are going.
ziL- ZéLM.y S/he is going.

(48) niL-IiPH-a 1 go and bathe.
ziL-JéPH-e? We go and bathe.
guiL-léPL You go and bathe.
ziL-léPL-r S/he goes and bathes.

As can be seen from (47), the verb ‘go’ is highly suppletive in its
progressive forms. It is further suppletive in its completive forms, as can be
seen in (49), which are the source of directional prefixes for completive
verbs, illustrated in (50).

(49) go“c prefix full form

1s not- noM-o I went.

1p nok- péM-o? We went.
2 giL- géM-7 You went.
3 noL- noM-r S/he went.

(50) kal-poL-liPL-a 1 went and bathed.
kal-pol-léPH-e?  We went and bathed.
kal-giL-le?-L You went and bathed.
kal-poL-lePHL-r  S/he went and bathed.

In natural speech, it is not uncommon to hear the motion verb in its full
form, followed by a directional verb having the particular directional prefix
based on that motion verb.

(51) nili  niL-l§PHa,
go'Pls  go"Pis-bathe”pis.
I am going; I am on my way to bathe.

There is a second group of directional prefixes based on the motion verb
‘come’, to indicate motion on the part of the agent toward the place of the
speech act. This verb is also extremely suppletive as far as categories of
person are concerned, but the same directional forms occur with
completive stems as with progressive and intentive stems.
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(32)

(33)

(34)

(35)

(36)

come prefix
1s gal-
1p hal-

2 pil-

3 hal-
gal-siPLH-|

niL-gaLl-sipLH-j
kal-gaLl-sipLH-{

hal-siPHM.[P
niL-hal-siPHM.|p
kal-haL-siPHM.[?

pik-siPLH
niL-piH-siPLH
kal-pil-si?LH

hal-siPLH.r
nil-hal-sipLH.r
kal-hal-siPLH-y

Judi Lynn Anderson

full form

galM-g I come.
halM.a?  We come.
piL? You come.
h4LM.y S/he comes.

I come and untie it
I will come and untie it.
I came and untied it.

We come and untie it.
We will come and untie it.
We came and untied it.

You (sg) come and untie it.
You (sg) will come and untie it.
You (sg) came and untied it.

S/he comes and unties it.
S/he will come and untie it.
S/he came and untied it.

There are two more partial paradigms of directional prefixes to indicate
‘arrival’ of an agent either away from or at the place of the speech act.
They are partial in that they only occur with third-person agents, excluding
the interlocutors.®

(57)

(38)

(59)

prefix full form
giL- géLM-r S/he arrived there.
guiL- gué:nM-r  Sthe arrived here.

.
ko:L hmi-LH  kal-gil-guil tiuH
one day PST-ARR-Sit  Peter
One day Peter arrived to sit there.

huilM  doM
road there

kal-guiL-hé:nL PiL  zil doM  lalpiinM  PinPLH hoPL
PST-ARR-bring REL person that various kind animal
That man arrived here bringing all kinds of animals.

6A more complete discussion of verbs of motion in a related Chinantec language is
found in Westley and Merrifield (to appear).
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2.14. Pseudodirectional verbs. The large majority of directional verbs
indicate motion of an agent, as indicated in the preceding section. There
are a small number of verbs, however, in which directional prefixes have a
variety of derivational functions without implying any real motion of the
sort indicated above.

Two of the directional prefixes may occur with certain stative roots to
derive active stems—zil- to indicate change of state after the time of the
speech act, pol- to indicate change of state prior to the time of the speech
act.

(60)  ziL-PalH hmi:L  ziLM
go“i-contain water  inside
It will fill with water.

(61) ziL-gal zilM zal
go'i-lose”s heart™s 3
S/he/they get(s) upset.

(62) kal-pol-kanrLM-b-re
PST" 0" c3-confuse-AFF-3
He got confused.

(63) pol-huinM  ziL
go'c-many person
The number of people increased.

A second derivational function of these prefixes is to reduce transitivity.
The root meaning ‘rob’ is normally transitive inanimate. With the
pseudodirectional prefix, the agent is suppressed and the inanimate object
is promoted to subject, resulting in an inanimate intransitive verb. No
motion is implied, and it would be inappropriate for a full motion verb to
precede this verb in the manner illustrated for true directional verbs.

(64)  nif-nil-poL-PinL -b kuilMy
PRF-IMPF-go"c-rob"s3  AFF firewood"1s
My firewood has evidently been robbed.

2.15. Verbs and noun gender. All Comaltepec nouns are either
animate or inanimate in gender. Nouns which name members of the
animal kingdom, including homo sapiens, are animate; all other nouns are
inanimate, with the exception of a small number of nouns which name
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celestial bodies or atmospheric phenomena, such as sun, moon, stars,
lightning, and rainbow. These also are animate, presumably because of
their personification in Chinantec oral traditions and because of persisting
metaphysical views related to them.

The gender of nouns is not overtly expressed in the noun itself, but
rather in the inflection of other word classes related to them
syntactically—quantifiers, deictics, modifiers, and verbs. Some of these
matters will be discussed elsewhere, but as regards the inflection of verbs,
an ergative system of agreement exists. An intransitive verb agrees in
gender with its subject, while a transitive verb agrees in gender with its
object.

(65) s
kalL-t6PL hil
pst-fall"ncs book
The book fell.

(66) p s
kaL-tén?L zisL
psT-fall"arcs  dog
The dog fell.

67) »r s o
kal-kuélM  -r kuM
PST-give"TIC3 3 money
He gave money.

(68) » 5§ 0
kal-kuénlM  -r kuH
PST-give "TAC3 3 pigs
He gave pigs.

Normal inanimate gender is sometimes rhetorically upgraded to animate
to indicate a closer association or greater involvement between the
speaker and the named object. In (69), the verbform ‘lie’ would normally
be inanimate intransitive (11), rather than animate intransitive (ar), to agree
with the normally inanimate noun ‘rocks’.
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(69) L P S
doM -b ndnlM  hallén?L k:LH [G4?PM  PniglM  PmiM
that AFF lie"aIps PL rock of's house new

There lie the rocks [which have been gathered for the construction]
of the new house.

The following two examples show interesting uses of the animal prci.oun
-re? to both rhetorically upgrade an inanimate referent and, conversely, to
downgrade a human one. In (70), the pronoun appears to be in
cross-reference with the topicalized inanimate noun ze:M ‘crime’, upgrading
it to the lowest degree of animate status. In (71), an unforgiving person is
rhetorically downgraded by use of the animal pronoun as subject.

(70) Nec s@ H ] P S L
hal. Pel  zeM 4L -re? kéMe
NEG REL crime exist"ss animal of’1s
I am guilty of no crime.

(71) » s o o
hal-kal-pi:nM -re? -r zeM  kigPM PL zil doM
NEG-PsT-destroy”c3 animal 3 crime of's REL person that
S/e did not forgive him/her his/her crime.

2.16. Transitivity. A Comaltepec verb is intransitive, transitive, or
ditransitive as defined by the number of nominals which may occur with it
within the clause. An intransitive verb may occur with one nominal, a
transitive verb with two, and a small set of ditransitive verbs with three.
These three degrees of transitivity are illustrated in (72)—(74). The first of
these is inanimate intransitive (m)—the verb may occur with one inanimate
nominal. The second is transitive inanimate (r—the subject nominal is
always animate (at least conceptually), the object nominal always
inanimate. The third is ditransitive inanimate (pr—the subject nominal is
always animate, the first object following is always animate, and the second
object is always inanimate.

(72) p s
pilM ko:L béPLH
walk*mps  one round“object
The car is moving,
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(73) s o T
kal-kuélM  -r  ku:M  kig?Mr géM
PsT-give"TIC3 3 money ofs  yesterday
He gave his money yesterday.

(74) »r s O o
kal-kué?lM .y L ziL  hallé?L kuM
PST-give"DIC3 3 REL person PL money

S/he gave the person the money.

The corresponding animate verbs are illustrated below. The first is
animate intransitive (a1)—the subject nominal is always animate and no
other nominal may occur in the clause. The second is transitive animate
(ta)y—the subject is normally animate and the object is always animate.
The third is ditransitive animate (pA)—the subject is always animate, the
first object is always animate, and the second object is always animate.

(75) ]
kaL-ténpL Pl hienlH doM
pst-fall"arc3 REL child that
That child fell.

(76) P s o T
kal-kuénl  -r PL  kiH nal géM
PST-give"TAC3 3 REL pig that yesterday
S/he gave that pig yesterday.

T » s O 0
kal-kuén?lM -y PiL  hig:nLH [aL  hallén?PL z4LILH
PsT-give"DAC3 3 REL child this pL doll

He gave this child the dolls.

There are two types of ditransitive roots in Comaitepec, both of which
cross reference three nominal constituents, a subject and two objects. In
the first type, the first object is a semantic source or goal which is always
animate, and the second object is a semantic patient which may be
inanimate (b1 or animate (DA).
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(78) p s o o}
kal-miPlM  .r  ha:nL  silmiH ko:L hil
psT-ask’pics 3 one  girl one book
S/he asked a young lady for a book.

(@9 r § 0 o]
kal-min?LM  .r  ha:nlL silmfH 2L kuilH doM
psT-ask'DAC3 3 one  girl REL horse that
S/he asked a young lady for that horse.

(80) L) o
kal-pé:M - miH kéMe kol hil
pst-indicate“picts 15 child of"1s one book
I pointed out a book to my little girl.

8l s o o
kaL-?é:nM -n miH kéMe DL kudlH doM
psT-indicate"DActs 1s child of"1s REL horse that
I pointed out that horse to my little girl.

With this type of ditransitive clause, no nominal can be deleted without
changing the inflectional paradigm of the verb, and any of the three
nominals may be topicalized by moving it to the left of the verb.

82) s P s o o
PLb  kal-miplM  .r hanl silm#  ko:L  hil
3°AFF  PsT-ask"DIC3 3 one  girl one book

It was s/he who asked a young lady for a book.

83) o P s O
ha:nl  silmib  kal-miPLM  .r ko:L hiL
one  girl"(aFr) PpsT-ask’DIc3 3 one book
It was a young lady whom s/he asked for a book.

84) o P s O
koL hilb kal-mi?LM  -r hanl silmiH
one book"(aFF) PsT-ask’pIc3 3 one girl
It was a book for which s/he asked a young lady.
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In the second type, the first object is a semantic patient which may be
inanimate (p1y or animate (pA), and the second object is a semantic
instrument which is always inanimate.

85 » s o o
PeM - Pel piHRIFLH doM  hmiL
splash"Drpis 15 REL  knife that water

I splash the knife with water.

86) s O o
Pé:nLH -n L silmin?l  doéM hmil
splash"DAPIs 1s REL young"man that water
I splash that young man with water.

@ s 0 o]
niL-2igH -a tuM -re? pilhl{-LH
IMPF-stab“DIlls 1s stomach”s animal knife
I will stab the animal’s stomach with a knife.

(88) s O o
niL-pié:nLH -n Pt sitmin?L doM  piHhliLH
IMPF-stab"DpAnls 1s  REL young"man that knife
I will stab that young man with a knife.

With this type of ditransitive clause, the instrument constituent can be
omitted without changing the inflectional paradigm of the verb and,
although the instrument is not subordinated by the associative verb kprLH
‘with’ (§3.5) when following the verb in neutral word order, it must so
occur when topicalized by movement left to the preverb position.

89) »r s o
niL-Pié:nLH -n Pt silmin?L doM
IMPF-stab"DAIls 1s REL young 'man that
I will stab that young man.

90) o P § ©
koPLH piHhli:LHp  pil-Pié:nLH -n fk silminPL  doM
with  knife IMPF-stab”DAIls 1s REL young'man that

It is with a knife that I will stab that young man.
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91) s P s o o
hnilHp  njil-pié:nLH -n 2L silmin?L doM  piHhl{LH
Is’AFF  IMPF-stab”DAnis 1s REL young man that knife
It is I who will stab that young man with a knife.

92) o P s o
L silmin?L déMb  nil-Pié:nLH -n  pifhliLH
REL young'man that"AFF mMpr-stab’pans 1s  knife
It is that young man whom I will stab with a knife.

Although ditransitive verbs cross reference three nouns which may occur
directly with them without prepositions, it is not common for a verb to
occur with all three nouns overtly present. It is more common to reduce
nominal reference to pronouns, and if it is necessary to introduce several
nouns into one part of a narrative, to do so by the use of paired verbs,
with each verb having one, or at the most two, nouns as its adjuncts. This
may be illustrated by the sequence of two sentences in (93) and (94).

(93) PelM L wlhua?t™M  Jal  hulpi?H;
teach"Tips REL teacher this Spanish
This teacher teaches Spanish;

(94) PerLM -r hallén?L zilmil
teach"pip3 3 PL woman
s/he teaches it to the women.

For Palantla Chinantec, Merrifield (1968:30f) described an inflectional
category, which he called EcHo, in which pairs of verbs differ as between
a first-time action and a related one which is in some sense not a first
occurrence. Comaltepec also exhibits this same inflectional category, as in
the paired verbs of (95).

(95) hmé:L-r  ‘she makes’ hmo?PLM-r ‘shhe repairs’
nftL-r  ‘she sells’ ni?LM.y  ‘s/he resells’
Pné:nl-r  ‘she seeks’  Pnén?LM.r ‘s/he hunts’

This inflectional category is seen to be marked in part by glottal closure
of the root syllable, and in part by other changes such as length and tone.
This same change in form occurs between pairs of verbs differing in
degree of transitivity, the second member of the pair being ditransitive of
the first type (with source or goal as first object).
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(96) kuélM-r  ‘sihe gives"Tr kué?LM.r  ‘sihe gives"pr

kuénL-r ‘she gives TA’ kuén?LM.r ‘sfhe gives" DA’

milM.r  ‘she requests"T’ mi?LM-r  ‘sfhe requests*pr’
PelLM.p ‘sihe teaches"Tr’  PelLM-r ‘sthe teaches”pr’
hui:L-r ‘sthe whistles"Tr’  hui?Lr ‘sthe whistles"pr’

2.17. Changing transitivity. Verb roots often participate in more than
one inflectional paradigm which differ from each other in gender and in
transitivity, as indicated in the preceding discussion. Apart from such
inflectional means of changing transitivity, there are also certain prefixes
which change the degree of transitivity of roots. One such prefix is the

prefix AmiL- ~ hmil- (causaTive). This prefix changes the role structure of
a clause, usually adding an agent which almost always adds a nominal to
the clause, thereby increasing the syntactic transitivity of the verb. This
may also entail the demotion of an existing subject to object. The
phonological form of the root is, in some cases, changed in the presence
of the prefix.

97 » $
kiy:L Pel  PuéM  doM
dry"mss REL ground that
That ground is dry.

98) s 0
hmiL-kiyM -u  mitH  kalhuélH
cause-dry*tiels 15 seed  coffee
I am toasting coffee beans.

(99) Ma P s
hmilnaM  kua:nl PL kgH 3L
fast grow"arps REL pig this

This pig is really growing fast.

(100) p s o
hmiL-kud:nL -n lkiH
CAUSE-QIOW TAPls 1s  pig
I raise pigs.

The addition of an agent by the causative prefix does not always entail
an increase in syntactic transitivity. Three pairs of verbs follow. The first
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two verbs are both intransitive, but entail different role structures. The
first verb is stative with a patient as subject; the second is active and
semantically middle with subject as both agent and patient.

(101) » S
le:nM -n
wet“AlSls 1
I am wet.

(102) » s
hmilL-lé:nL -n

CAUSE-Wet"AIPls  1s
I make myself wet.

The next two verbs are both transitive, and entail the same role
structures for each of their corresponding nominals.

(103) p s o MA
gitL -r  hiH  Pnifk
answer"Tip3 3 word ungrateful
S/he answers ungratefully.

(104) p S o
hmiL-piL -r hiall niL-tiM hmi-LH
CAUSE-answer "TIP3 3 how 1Mpr-reach”p3 holiday

S/he asks how the celebration went.

The third pair are the ditransitive counterparts of the second pair, the
first verb adding an object as goal, the second and object as source.

(105) p s o0 o MA
e -r  tigH  hcH  Pni?l
answer'pips 3 Peter word ungrateful
S/he answers Peter ungratefully.

(106) p s O o
hmil-pipHM -r tigH  hiall  nil-tM hmi-LH
CAUsE-answer" TIP3 3 Peter how 1Mprreach®ps holiday
S/he asks Peter how the celebration went.
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The causative prefix may be added to a noun, such as hmi:L ‘water’, to
derive either an intransitive or transitive verb.

(107) » s
hmiL-hmi:nM -n
CAUSE-water APls  1s
I am thirsty.

(108) » s o
hmiL-hmi:M -r nolki:L

CAUSE-water T3 3 suet
He is rendering suet.

While the causative prefix regularly increases the transitivity of a root,
there are also several prefixes which may reduce transitivity. The
stativizing prefixes siL- and riL-, for example, as mentioned above in §2.12,
reduce the transitivity of some roots, though not all.

(109) » s o
niL-tpPLH -0 Imitki?Li
iMPF-mend Tiis  1s shirt”is
I will mend my shirt.

(110) » s
siL-tp PHM Pmilki?Li
sta-mend”nm3  shirt”is
My shirt is mended.

Pseudodirectional verbs are also, in some but not all cases, reduced in

transitivity from their nondirectional counterparts, as was mentioned in
§2.14.

(111) » s 0 COND
niL-liL-Pi:nL -r kufLH  sonL nélM  [LH hné:nM
IMPF-ACT'I-steal’s 3 firewood if  lie"ssp where appear”ss
S/he will steal firewood if placed where it can be seen.
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(112) » s COND
niL-ziL-PinL kuiLH sonk nélM  [LH  phnénM
MPF-go'1-steal”s firewood  if lie"ssp where appear”s3

Firewood will be stolen if placed where it can be seen.

2.18, Plural number. Verbs are not, generally, marked for plural
number. There is a small set of verbs, however, which is suppletive, having
separate singular and plural forms. Most of these are positional verbs.
Within this set of verbs, intransitive roots distinguish the number of their
subjects; transitive roots distinguish the number of their objects.

(113) » L s
2lunM Pelskué:lLH L hig:nLH [aL
BE'IN"AIS3s school REL child this

This child is in school.

(114) » L s
tin?LH Pelskué:llH  pL  hig:nlH 3L
BE"IN"AIS3p school REL child this

These children are in school.

(115) » s
siPLM Pmal
stand "s3s tree

There is a tree.

(116) » s
tg:M Pmal
stand”s3p tree
There are trees.

117) » s L
guinlH -pn huilM  hélH mérL
sit’pis 15 road among mountain
I live on the mountain.

(118) » s L

nélM  .na:?  huiltM  héLH mérL
sit"P1p  1p road among mountain
We live on the mountain.
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(119) p s o L
kéL  -e  hiL huilM  niLH mesLH
lay"p1s 1s book road face table
I place the book on the table.

(120) p s O L
giaM  -a hiL huilM  piLH meslH
lay*pis s book road face table
I place the books on the table.

2.19. Doubled verbs. There are some verbs in Comaltepec Chinantec
which are formed from two verb roots, resulting in a two-syllable verb
stem. These often emphasize the totality of an act. The first stem is
marked with the tense prefix, the second stem is inflected for aspect and
person.

(121) kig:L -r  moklniLHy
punch®ps 3 face”s
He punches his face.

(122) PéL  -r kia?M L zil  doM
kick"p3 3 of"s REL person that
He kicks that person.

(123)  kiyL-Pé:L -r kiapM pjL zal doM
punch®p3-kick"p3 3 of"s REL person that
He kicks and punches that person.

(124) kal-itM -r  hmi:L géM
psT-drink"c3 3 water yesterday
He drank water yesterday.

(125) lalko:Ll  hmiLH  géplM .r  piLHy
each day eat’p3 3 tortilla"3
Every day he eats.

(126) hlorHb kaL-pfpM-gépL AL zdL nal géM
lovely"aFr psT-drink"c3-eat"c3 REL person that yesterday
That person really ate well yesterday.
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2.20. The negative word 2§7L. The negative prefix (§2.9) and the
terminative prefix (§2.10) have already been introduced. In this section the
negative word PgrL is discussed. More study of negation as a general
phenomenon in Chinantec is needed, and the final interpretation of this
negative word must be postponed; but, for the moment, I am treating P$7L
(negative) as a special sort of stative verb which functions as a predicate,
since it seems to give more attention to the negation than does the
negative prefix.

If treated this way—as a predicate—its subject is commonly an entire
clause, as in (127).

(127) Ma PSP s ]
24nPL  PpPL soll ziLM L ziL  nal
truly Nec rise heart”s REL person that
That man is definitely not mean.

(128) » s[Q H M[COMP P  S[P $11]
noM  hannL zdlpiuPl PiL PHPL kiaPMr @
go"c3 one man REL NEG of"3

A man who is not her husband went.

In (129), it negates a noun phrase with almost the same meaning as can
be accomplished by use of the negative prefix. Perhaps the negative word
207L here implies that the speaker understands a language other than
Spanish. This needs to be checked more carefully.

(129) p sH MI[P MODAL 011
P6PL hulpitM  pénPL barH o
NEG Spanish understand”pip AFF 1p
It is not the spanisH language that we understand (but another

one).
(130) PNEG-H M[P MODAL 01}
hal-hulyi?M  pén?PL batH @

NEG-Spanish understand"pip AFF’1p
We do not understand the spaNisH language.

The negative word may interact with the negative prefix in a dialogue.
In sentences (131) and (132), the first speaker uses the prefix; the second
the negative word.
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131 r s o
hal-piM - L PL nal
NEG-know P1s 1s who REL that
I do not know who that is.

(132) »  sp S o 1
2orL to:L foPtM  hjall  si:L L z3L nal
NEG stick"P3 heart™> how name”s3 REL person that
You do not even know what his name is.

A clause with the negative verb as predicate, when marked as
interrogative by the yesno interrogative word sif, implies a positive
answer to the question.

(133) » P SH M[COMP P ) o 11
sul P6PL Pniul  zdl  kiu?PlM @ 1alH  hallén?PLr
? NEG 25 person cut”p2 work PL"3

Are not you the person who rules all of them?

The negative word may also be phonologically reduced to PpL- and
combined with the augmentation modal adverb to form the noninitial
member of a series of negative words or clauses.

(134) » s L NOR L
hal-sin?LM  -r  kilniHM  PjL  hién?L Pol-gi  kilniHM djéLH
NEG-stand“p3 3 before REL other NEG-auc before god
They do not stand before another nor before a god.

(135) »p ] NOR s
hal-niL-tigL hmilM  Pol-gf  PmoPLH niglM
NEG-IMPF-pour” 13 rain NEG-AUG dew star

It will neither rain nor will it dew.

(136) Nor ] P o o
Pol-git  hndLH nil-hmePlHe  Pniufl ha:H
NEG-AUG Is IMPF-make”1ls  2p word

Neither will I tell you.
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Combined with conditional si¥ ‘if’, the negative word expresses a positive
alternative; combined with conditional hud?H ‘if, it expresses a negative
alternative. The second alternative is closed by 7éL in both cases.

(137) L T 1 OR P L 1
2°guéPH nilkujPH zalP6L  Pol-sifl nil-hipH huilM [aLl péL
7°go"ps Oaxaca tomorrow NEG-if IMPF-stay’12s road here
Are you going to Oaxaca tomorrow or staying here?

(138) » p 8 1 NOR 12 1
suH PnéH  nil-kiM -nar kuM  Pol-hug?H hal-PnéM  pPéL
? need IMPF-pay’1lp 1p money NEG-if NEG-need

Do we need to pay money or not?

The negative adverb PyLH ‘no’, used as an interjection, would appear to
be derivationally related to 7g7L.

(139) p P s
PuLH  PoPL kudlH pal
no NEG horse that
No, that is not a horse.



[blank]



3
The Comaltepec Chinantec Clause

The minimal form of a declarative clause in Comaltepec Chinantec is the
predicate constituent. It may also include nominal and adverbial
constituents, This chapter describes the predicate and nominal constituents
of a clause first, under the heading PRIMARY CONSTITUENTs. It then presents
various adverbial constituents under the title SECONDARY CONSTITUENTS. A
third major section describes a number Of INTERSENTENTIAL RELATIONS
which may be found between two successive clauses, specifically, purpose,
result, cause, condition, temporal sequence, and comparison. A final
section of the chapter briefly discusses TOPICALIZATION.

3.1-3.2 Primary constituents

Because the predicate constituent in a Comaltepec Chinantec clause
inflectionally cross-references one or more nominal constituents, these are
considered the primary constituents of a clause. The predicate is discussed
first, followed by nominals.

3.1. The Predicate. The predicate in Comaltepec Chinantec is normally
the first major constituent in a clause. The prototypical predicate for
actions and processes is a verb, the characteristics of which were discussed
extensively in the preceding chapter. The reader will thus recall that, in
addition to inflection for person-of-subject and for aspect within any given
inflectional paradigm, each verb root participates in one or more separate
paradigms which cross-reference from one to three nominal constituents
within the clause and also the gender of one of those constituents.

33
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(140) p s 0
hmo:L zaL talH
do"p3 people work
People work.

(141) p s L
kal-poM 7L ziL doM huilM mérL
PST-go"c3 REL dog that road mountain
That dog went to the mountain.

In Comaltepec, a stative verb normally predicates description or
attribution.

(142) p ]
hue?l -b  Pel morL doM
big”s3 AFF REL mountain that
That mountain is big.

(143) p 5
giunM b L ziL laL
good”s3 AFF REL person this
This man is good.

To predicate identification a nominal form is made an intransitive
predicate by the postposition of a modal adverb.! In the case of an
inalienable noun naming the referent, the modal adverb intervenes
between the noun and its possessor.

(144) rH MODAL PQ] $§[Q H D]
rin?L bt - L silmi nal
kinsman CONT 1s REL woman that

That young woman is my kinsman.

The BE verb linlM may alternatively be used to predicate identity, as in
the first example below, and other miscellaneous conditions for which
other constructions will not serve, as in the second example below.

1Modal adverbs are discussed in §10.
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(145) P ) o]
linlM  piL  déM  tyLhya?LM
BE'P3 REL that teacher
That person is ? teacher.

(146) p s o
kal-linM iyl kéMe  hléPLH
PST-BE'C3 baby of'1is measles
My baby had measles.

A number of verbs of position are available to predicate location, each
verb indicating some aspect of physical orientation, such as lying, sitting,
standing, and so forth. Most verbs of position are stative and suppletive,
having separate roots to mark singular and plural subject.

(147) p s L
SiPLM ko:L PmalLki:HL pelL déM
stand”s3s one pine REL that

There is a pine tree over there.

(148) » s L
tdnPLH  hallén?L hi:nlH  huilM  Peslkué:ILH
BE'IN"S3p PL child road  school

The children are in school.

There is also a BE verb which predicates existence which has both an
animate and inanimate form. This verb is also used to predicate possession
or allocation.

(149) » s L
se:nk hérL huilM  mé?PL
exist"s3 animal road mountain
There are animals in the mountains.

(150) p s

saL nilM  mgn?LM to:L kéMe
exist"s3 three hand banana of"1s
I have three hands of bananas.
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3.2. Nominal constituents. A verb permits either one, two, or three
nominals—a subject and up to two objects. A nominal constituent may be
a noun phrase, a name, a pronoun, or a sentential complement.
Comaltepec Chinantec is a vso language, a second object sometimes
following the first. In terms of the semantics of ditransitive clauses, if the
first object is source or goal, the second is a patient; if the first object is a
patient, the second is an instrument.

(151) » s
kal-t6?L koL kgp:LH
pst-fallcs one rock
A rock fell.

(152) » s o

kal-kuénl huan hanl kudlH
psT-give"cs John one  horse
John gave a horse.

(153) » s 0 o
ka-kué?lM -r piL  hig:nlH doM  kuM
psT-give"cs 3 REL child that money
He gave that child money.

A cognitive or impersonal verb may take a complete clause as a nominal
complement. Such a complement is introduced by a relative word as
complementizer.

(154) » s[coMp P L ]
’néM fel sé:Lr huilM jgpH
must”s3 REL ascend"s road up

It is necessary that s/he go up above.

(155) » 5 O[COMP P o L ]
PinLH -n  Pel  sgH?  hmilfgl PiM
want®sts 1s REL  rub”pzs chili tortilla1s

I want you to put chili sauce on my tortilla.
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3.3-3.6 Secondary constituents

Secondary constituents are adverbial. They are all optional, and do not
affect the choice of verb nor its inflection in the way that primary
constituents do. These include manner, locative, associative, and vocative
constituents. Only two, or at most three, secondary constituents normally
occur in any one clause. They are most often expressed by a word or a
prepositional phrase.

Secondary constituents normally follow the primary constituents unless
topicalized. Only the manner constituent seems to carry the same
prominence whether preceding or following the predicate. If a clause
includes both a spatial and temporal locative, the spatial locative usually
occurs closer to the predicate constituent than the temporal locative.

3.3. The manner constituent. The manner constituent is the only
constituent which normally may precede the predicate without implying
prominence. It expresses manner or intensity of action.

It may be a word, phrase, or clause. Words which occur in this position
are usually adverbs of manner or intensity. Adverbs of intensity may in
themselves form phrases with one adverb modifying another. Some of the
adverbs of intensity occur only preceding the word they modify, others
only follow, and if either of these occur elsewhere, it indicates prominence.
A few adverbs may take either position. The adverb P4nLM ‘really’ may
occur either before or after the word it modifies.

(156) ™ma o P MODAL
z4nPL  hal-hulpiPM ti:nM baMa
sure  NEG-Spanish able“sis AFF'1s
I surely did not know Spanish.

(157) ma P s
PAnlM  se:nL AL laM
really exist"ps REL buy’p3
There were many who were buying things.

(158) p MA s
hmiLpa:nM  PAnlM DL ziL  doM
hungry*ps  really ReL person that
That person was really really hungry.
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159) Mma P S[P o ]
(

P4nLMp ufnlM kal-hmé:L  kéMe
really"arr  difficult”ss  psT-make’c3 of"1s
It was really very difficult for me.

(160) ma P ]
z4n?L PAnLMb  huye?L  Pel PniulM doM
sure really"aFF big"ss REL house that
That house surely was really very big.

Some adverbs of manner indicate the way an action was experienced or
carried out.

(161) ma P o L
giLza:nM kaL-lf?Li  talH  huilM  nilkujPH
with“effort psT-get"cis work road Oaxaca
With much effort I obtained work in Oaxaca.

(162) ma P o
PlerL kaL-pén?Ln hulyi?M
haltingly  psT-understand“c1s Spanish
Haltingly I understood Spanish.

Stative verbs may also occur as the manner constituents, and may
themselves include a manner adverbial.

(163) » MA o

niL-hé:nMr ré:L Pel mapa doM
IMPF-look"at"13  exact”s3 REL map that
They will carefully look at that map.

(164) p MA $
kal-Pui:nM giuM  Pel  talH  doM
psT-become”cs good REL work that
That work came out well.

(165) Ma Ma P ] P
zin?M  PirL linMn
very embarrassed”s  BE'Pls

I am greatly embarrassed.
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Manner adverbs may be preceded by the deictic proclitic adverb of
manner /at- (intensely) to indicate a greater intensity of the manner
adverb. Those modal adverbs which may be postposed to verbs may also
be postposed to adverbs to express different qualities of intensity.

(166) Ma P L

laL-gilzd:nHb kal-gén?Mn  huilM  [éMe
thus-with"effort"aAFr ~ psT-arrive”cls road of”1s
With very very much effort I arrived at home.

(167) p MA T
kal-sgL baMa  laL-ziLhuilM lal-doM
psT-lie"down”cis AFF"1s thus-immediately thus-that
I went straight to bed then.

This adverbial deictic may also indicate intensity on words which might
best be treated as lexicalized due to their idiomatic interpretations.

(168) naM ‘now’ laLlnaM ‘right now’
Pe:L ‘early’ laLpe:L ‘morning’
ni:nM ‘important’ lalni:nM  ‘most important’
hé:LH ‘among’ laLlhé:HM  ‘right among’
korL ‘because’ lalk)PL ‘thus’

The manner constituent may be an independent clause, as in (165) and
(169).

(169) » MA[MA P $ o ]
guilli:nMna? lifkg?L  PiLH hnd?H  milkuitpie:L
arrive“clp  only want”sip 1p wheat

We have only come wanting (to obtain) wheat.

3.4. Locative constituents. The locative constituent locates an event in
time, space, or in the abstract. It normally follows the primary constituents.
If both a spatial locative and temporal locative occur in a single clause, the
spatial locative usually occurs closer to the predicate. Some of the
prepositions which introduce locative phrases serve for both temporal and
spatial locatives, others are more specifically one or the other. Prepositions
are discussed in further detail in §9.
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The temporal locative constituent may be an adverb, a noun phrase, or
a prepositional phrase. The most common preposition used to introduce
temporal locatives is the proclitic milH-,

170) T P s L
milH. [alpel  piM 4 huiltM  Pniulhuil
when morning walk"p1 1s road townhall
In the morning I walk to the town hall.

17) »p ] T
kal-ti:nlH -na? M hmitLH
PST-be“Clp 1p two day
We were there for two days.

172) »p s O T
hal-kaL-t4?M  -a gui:M laLhé:HM  puéL
NEG-PST-cope”“c1 1s cold during night
I could not cope with the cold during the night.

In (173) the temporal adverb miLhuf:nL ‘right then’ is in apposition with
a prepositional phrase as temporal constituents of a clause, and in (174)
giL?nén?HM ‘same time’ is the temporal constituent of a clause embedded
as object of a preposition.

173 r T P s
miLlH. kal-géMe miLhufnL kaL-ty:Lb hmiLM
when pst-arrive”c1s  precise"time PST-pour”"c3"AFF rain
Immediately when I arrived it began to rain.

1714 r P s
laLhé:HM gilPnénpHM  (iLM Piel kal-ty:L hmiLM
during same’time reach"ps sun PsT-pour”cs rain
Right while the sun shone, it rained.

A spatial locative may have realizations similar to that of a temporal
locative. This constituent may be expressed as a word, noun phrase, or
prepositional phrase. With a verb of motion as predicate of the matrix
clause, it often has a spatial constituent embedded as possessor of the
locative noun huilM ‘road’.
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175 P S L{H PO |
ko:L nePLH kal-poM -0 huilM mérPL
one time PsT-go“ct 1s road mountain
Once I went to the mountain.

(176) r S LH POH PO ]
pélM  -nap  huilM  zePL méPL doM
go'r1  1p road side mountain that

We were going up that mountain.

3.5. The associative constituent. The associative constituent identifies
a person who accompanies the agent of an action or an object used by the
agent in performance of an action. It is a clause based on the stative
transitive verb ‘accompany’. Its direct object may be animate or inanimate.
As a predicate, it may be marked for tense-aspect (like any other stative
verb) although this usually implies an illicit sexual liaison.

Q77 e s o
ko?LH -0 -re
with®p1 15 3
I accompany her/him.

(178) » s o
kaL-liL-koPLH  .r zilmiL hién?L-b
PST-ACT-with"c3 3 woman other-aAfr
He ‘accompanied’ another woman.

(179) » s o
niL-liL-kpPLH -r hanl zilmfL hig:nlH
IMPF-ACT-with’'s 3 one woman child
He will ‘accompany’ a very young woman.

When a clause with this verb functions as the associative constituent of
a matrix clause, the associative verb may be interpreted as having an
unmarked equi subject with the matrix verb. Intransitive matrix verbs are
illustrated in (180).



42

(180)

(181)

(182)
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P ASSOC[P o 1T

néMo  koPLH dig:H  géM
go'cts with Diane yesterday
I went with Diane yesterday.

P ] ASSOC[P o} ] L
pollinM no:L  hmiltgLM koPLH ziL  moLpialM  giaHhmil
go"csp ladino Macuiltianguis with  person Comaltepec Mexico
Ladinos from Macuiltianguis went to Mexico with people from
Comaltepec.

P §  ASSOC[P s ]
kaL-hgLMy ko?LH -in?
PST-remain”c3 with 3

He remained with him.

When the matrix clause is transitive, the object of the associative verb
may be animate, expressing accompaniment, or inanimate, expressing
instrument.

(183)

(184)

(185)

(186)

P S AssoC[p o J]o
kal-l§Hna? koPLH dig:H PnilM hil
psT-buy”clp with Diane three book
We (Diane and I) bought three books.

P $§ O ASsOC[p o) ]
niLl-hmé:Hp talH ko?PLH hui:Lp
IMPF-do"12s  work with  boss™2s

You will work with your boss.

P s 0 INSTR[P o ]
kaL-bénMn PiL ziL laL ko?LH gué:Lo
psT-hit"cs  REL dog this with  hand”1s

I hit this dog with my hand.

P s O  INSTR[P 0 ]
kaL-t§PMa LM ko?LH ig:nLH gis
PsT-insert”cls  dye with pure chalk

I colored it with just chalk.
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There is also a set of clauses having to do with properties of color or
composition of objects which has an intransitive BE verb as predicate and
associative constituent as instrument.

(187) r INSTR[P o 1 S
liM koPLH  JuiltdPL  kui'Lb el PniglM 3l
happen®ps with  brick baked"AFF REL house this
It is with baked bricks that this house is made.

(188) s P INSTR[P o ]
Pel tuPL laL LM ko?PLH guo?LH to:M
REL pot this happen”ps with earth clay
This pot is made from clay earth.

(189) INsSTR[P o ] P s
koPLH laliz:nlH pilM.b linlM Pl ZELILH gL
with  only thread-aFr  happen“ps REL doll this

This doll is made just of thread.

3.6. The vocative constituent. The vocative constituent may be a
personal name, a kinship term, or a personal pronoun, sometimes with a
descriptive element as modifier. Comaltepec Chinantec personal names are
based on the stressed syllable of Spanish personal names. They are used
to attract someone’s attention, to express courtesy, or to remind someone
of a relationship and its responsibilities. They are usually only used with
questions, commands, or when addressing a group. They either open or
close a conversation and are not used throughout a discourse.

(190) o P s L voc
PelH  mpmé:L  -? nal  higinlH
what? do"p2 25 there kid
What are you doing there, kid(s)?

(191) voc » L
béPH, gual hé:LH  kuflH
Bob go"! among firewood
Bob, go get some firewood!
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(192) voc P ] o
z4L rirlna?, nii:M  na?l ha:H  kéMe
person kinsman“1p listen™! 2p word of"1s
My brother(s), listen to me!

3.7-3.12 Intersentential relations

Two clauses in sequence may have any of several logical relations
between them. The following sections of this chapter present some of the
constructions commonly found in Comaltepec to mark such relationships
as purpose, result, cause, condition, temporal sequence, and comparison.

3.7. Purpose. The primary means for indicating purpose is an
independent clause with the inanimate relative word as complementizer,
following a GROUND? clause. The verb of the purpose clause may be
inflected for completive aspect if the ground clause is so inflected;
otherwise, it is inflected for intentive aspect.

(193) GROUND
kal-s6H bala? huilM mérL
psT-ascend“clp AFF 1p road mountain

PURPOSE

el kal-pol-tin?LHna?  huilM hye?l
REL PST-go~Clp-teach™1p road big
We went up the mountain to get to the highway.

(194) cRrROUND
kal-sger bérLH
PsT-grab“c3  vehicle

PURPOSE

el poMr  huilM  [[LH  pol-hmé:Lr talH
REL go'cs road where go'c-do”c3 work
He caught the bus in order to go to work.

2The term GROUND is here used for a syntactically unmarked clause with relation-
ships to an adjacent marked clause—whether the latter is purpose, result, or cause.
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(195) GrouND PURPOSE
PiuMn -bre  huilM Pel  niL-zéMy  nilkujPH
BE'IN'S3s  AFF'3 road REL IMPF-go's QOaxaca
He is on the trail in order to go to Oaxaca.

3.8. Cause. Cause and result relations between adjacent clauses in
Comaltepec may be marked in a variety of ways. Perhaps the simplest way
is for an unmarked (GROUND) clause, stating a RESULT, to precede a CAUSE
clause marked as cause by kgPL ‘for’, either with or without the
adversative conjunction ziuf- preposed to it, as in (196). Alternatively, the
RESULT clause can be marked like a PURPOSE clause by the inanimate
relative word as complementizer, as in (197).

(196) GROUND (RESULT)  CAUSE
zin?M  nitl-guirM kgL huilM mo?PL biL
very PRF-cold for road mountain CONT
It was really freezing, it being in the mountains.

(197) GROUND (RESULT)
P4nlMb  so:L ZitM  PL  hignLH nal
really"Arr ascend”p3 heart”3s ReL child  that

CAUSE
ziuf-k?L  lal-hol-b linLM 4L kigPHr
but-for thus-that-aFF  BE"p3 father of"3

That child is very mean because his father is the same way.

(198) RESULT
Pel  PniPL ni:nMy  tuLhua PLM
REL irritable see”p3 teacher

CAUSE

ZiuH-kp?PL Pel  liPH b zdL  doM

but-for REL able"ps -AFF person that
He is enemies with (sees irritably) the teacher because that person
is so capable.

The cause clause can either follow the result clause, as in (196)-(198),
or can precede it, as in (199).
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CAUSE
koPL Pel laL-b4PH PAnLM yinlM kal-hmé:L kéMe
for REL thus-arr really hard pst-do"p3  of"1s

RESULT

PeL hal-hulpipM  s{LHpa?  silnig:H kéMe

REL NEG-Spanish speak”pip household of”is
It was so difficult for me because we did not speak Spanish in my
home.

Two additional conjunctions are found which mark cause clauses, PuiPLH
‘because’ and JlaL?3nLM ‘by means of’.

(200)

(201)

(202)

CAUSE RESULT

PuiPLH  Pel  siL-yiL guélo hol baPH hal-kal-ké:Lo
because REL sTA-hurt”s hand”is that AFF NEG-PST-play”cis
Because I hurt my hand, I did not play.

CAUSE
lal.p4nlM PeL  bi:nM -b  PeL Pmal lal
by"means“of REL strong"s3 AFF REL wood this

RESULT
holL baPH kal-ti?M
that AFF  PST-resist”c3
Because this wood is so strong, it resisted.

CAUSE
laL24nLM koPLH kudlH bapH
by"means”of with"3s horse AFF

GROUND (RESULT)
kal-r¢PMna? laLhil [é:LH
psT-able”carry“cip all  baggage
It was by means of horses we were able to carry all of the baggage.
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3.9. Result. Purpose and result are seen to be closely related concepts
as far as their encoding in Chinantec syntax is concerned. Both may be
marked by the inanimate relative word. The sentences in (200)~(202) show
that result may also be marked by the inanimate anaphoric deictic hgl
‘that’ and one of the modal adverbs, or may be unmarked by a conjunction
as was indicated earlier in (196)-(198). Two additional sentences in (203)
and (204) illustrate result clauses marked by hol ‘that’.

(203) cause RESULT
koPL PinlHn  Pel giinM baMa hol biPH géPlé  PiMj
for want®sis REL well’s AFF"1s that AFF eat’pis tortilla”is
Wanting to be well, I eat my food.

(204) cause RESULT
ZiuH-kpPL hal-kal-ty:L hmilM hgL bsPH Ple:l lalniM
but-for NEG-PsT-pour”c3 rain  that AFF dust now
Because it did not rain, so then now it is dusty.

3.10. Condition. The conditional word sonl ‘if introduces the protasis
of a simple conditional sentence. The protasis may precede or follow the
apodosis. The apodosis which follows the protasis tends to be marked as
a result clause by Aol ‘that’.

(205) aroDoSIS PROTASIS
nilH baMa sonL kiHP  kéMe
go™us Afr’1s if  pay’izs ofis
[ will go if you will pay my way.

(206) PrROTASIS APODOSIS
sonl kal-litMj  talH  hgL  baPH ni:LHj
if  psT-get®cis work that AFF  go'us
If T get work, then I will go.

The conjunction huinH “if introduces a hypothetical condition which
often implies a future realization. The apodosis clause is a result clause
marked by the inanimate anaphoric deictic plus affirmation modal.
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(207) PprOTASIS APODOSIS
huin® guoH? zalP6L  hol baPH ni:LHj
if go’is tomorrow that AFF go’is

If you go tomorrow, then I will go.

(208) AaropOSIS PROTASIS
zal-poL ni:LHi huinH  PndnMr hnalH
tomorrow go'ns if need"13 Is

Tomorrow I will go if they need me.

(209) proTASIS
huinH gi:M  PinlM (oL
if hot"s3 very oven

APODOSIS
hol  ba?H  zanPLH niL-zipL filyirH
that  AFF dangerous 1MpF-raw’13 bread
If the oven is really hot, then the bread will likely not get cooked

inside.

(210) ProOTASIS APODOSIS
huinH kal-géMnaP  nilkuiPH, 24niMb  hlo?PH hné:nM
if psT-arrive"clp Oaxaca very"AfrF pretty”s3 appears

When you arrive in Oaxaca, it is very beautiful.

A contrary-to-fact condition is formed by the use of the irrealis
conjunction introducing a past-tense protasis with an imperfect apodosis
either preceding or following. The irrealis conjunction may occur with a
variety of other adverbs and has a combining form hual- and a full form
huarH,

(211) apoDOSIS PROTASIS
lalmilH-siLp{H  ni:LH{  hual-kpPL hal-kaLl-ty:L hmilM
PST"IMPF-plan”s3 go“ns  IRR-for NEG-PST-pour”c3 rain

I had planned to go to Oaxaca if it had not rained.

A conditional sentence may also be formed by use of the interrogative
manner adverb combined with the irrealis conjunction. If the apodosis
precedes the protasis, it is introduced by the adversative conjunction.
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(212) PprOTASIS APODOSIS
hiallhua?H  ty:L hmiLM zalpsL,  zigPH ni:LlH baMa
how-IrRr pour’p3 rain tomorrow but  go"ns AFF'1s

Even if it rains tomorrow, nevertheless 1 will go.

(213) aPoDOSsIS PROTASIS
zéH  balap zalP6L  hiall-hus?H ty:l hmilM
go'llp AFF'1p tomorrow how-RR pour”p3 rain

We will go tomorrow even if it rains.

3.11. Temporal sequence. The deictic word hol ‘that’ was introduced
above as marking a result clause. When it occurs with one or more modal
adverbs postposed—as in hpL ba?H (affirmation), hol giH (augmentation),
hoL gil b4PH, or hol biL (continuation)—it may introduce a clause to
indicate that it names an activity or process which occurs in temporal
sequence following that named by the preceding clause.

(214) FIRsT SECOND
milH-kaL-fiL lal-2i:M  ko:L hol gt baPH kal-16PLM
when-psT-reach”c3 psT-ring one that Auc AFF PpsT-finish
At one o’clock, then it finished.

(215) FRsT SECOND THIRD
getM ko:L  béLH hol  kal-hnin?LHna? hol kal-helMr
arrive"c3 one truck that psT-impede’cip that PsT-stop”c3
A truck arrived and we stopped it and it stopped.

There is no structural difference between the marking of two clauses in
temporal sequence by hol, and a sequence in which the second clause is
a result of the situation named by the first clause.

(216) GROUND RESULT
zin?M  guiM  hol b4PH nil-duPLlHy  kalhuélH
very cold that AFrF 1Mpr-drink*us coffee
It is very cold so I will drink coffee.

A temporal sequence in which the subsequent situation is not
anticipated from the first one may be linked by the adversative conjunction
ziu?H ‘but’,
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(217) FrsT SECOND
SiLPH  nil-tigL hmitM zigpH hal-kal-ty:L
plan“s3 IMpF-pour’ rain  but  NEG-PST-pour”c3
It was going to rain but it didn’t.

3.12. Comparison. A simile is formed by placing a clause in the manner
position of a matrix clause, with the adverb phrase lal-kp?L ‘as for’ as
manner complementizer of the clause of comparison.

(218) p o MA[MA P s ]
hal-niLl-mo6H? PiLuflM  laL-kgPL kal-moM  hnilH
NEG-IMPE-see”12s  suffer”s3 thus-for pst-see”cis 1s
You will not suffer like I suffered.

A contrary-to-fact simile is formed by the adverb of manner and the
irrealis conjunction hui?H as manner complementizer of the clause of
comparison.

(219) s P MAMA P s 1
AL hienLlH pal -b  zéM  |al-hua?F polM  hnilH
REL child  that AFF go"1i3 thus-IRR  gO"Pis 1s
That child is going as if I were going.

3.13 Topicalization

It is not possible in this study to make a comprehensive statement about
the use of topicalization, except to briefly describe the basic method by
which it is expressed in Comaltepec Chinantec, namely, a constituent is
moved from its normal location within a clause to the left-most position.
When this left dislocation occurs, the modal adverb b47H (affirmation),
either in its phonologically full or enclitic form -6, may be postposed to the
topicalized constituent. Any clause may contain more than one constituent
made prominent by the affirmation modal, but the full form of the modal
never occurs except in this left dislocation position.

When the predicate is topicalized, the affirmative modal is added to the
verb stem either in its reduced or full form. The reduced form of the
subject pronoun, if present, occurs postposed to the modal.
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(220) » MODAL § MA
kal-panpM baM -a  t4PMhiulH
PST-go home“ct AFF'1s 15 slowly
I went home very slowly.

(221) » MODAL § o L
kal-sinL  -b 24l kén?LH kéM hnilH huilM PesLkud:.|LH
psT-send”cs AFF  person big"'pL of"1s 1s road school

My parents did send me to school.

An element may be made prominent without being topicalized by left
dislocation. This prominence is achieved by postposing the enclitic form of
the affirmation modal—never the full form. More than one constituent of
the same clause may be made prominent in this way, and a topicalized
form (left dislocated) may also have this form.

(222) » S MA|P S[H MODAL P 0]
nik-hméM  -r laL-tiLM héM  ziLM -b -re
MPF-do"13 3 thus-reach”p3 come heart”s AFF 3

Whatever they decide to do they will do.

(223) s MODAL P o
ganL tulhua?lM -p kal-hme?LMy  PeL doM
two teacher AFF PST-create"c3 REL that

It was two teachers who created that.

(224) o MODAL P
huilM  mdPL kuo?L -b kaL-hiinMy
road mountain bald AFrF psT-die"c3

It was on Bald Mountain that he died.

Both temporal and spatial locatives may be topicalized by left
dislocation.

225) T MODAL P s
laLhé:HM hol  bapH kal-pi:L AL silmin?k  doM
during that AFF psT-answer’c3 REL young'man that

It was during that time that the young man answered.
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L MODAL P

huilM  Puj:LH -p kal-kid:n?Mna?
road below AFF PsT-sleep”cip

It was on the ground that we slept.

L MODAL P T MODAL MODAL
huitM  hoL -b kaL-helMr uéM -b hiulH
road that AFF PST-stay"c3 long"time AFF  DIM

It is there that he stayed for a little while.

associative constituent may also be topicalized by left dislocation,

either as INSTRUMENT Of ACCOMPANIMENT.

(228)

(229)

INSTR MODAL P -0
koPLH  si:M ?mal taPLMmembriH -b kal-bé:nMr hndeH
with  branch tree quince AFF PST-hit"c3  1x

It was with a quince branch that he switched us.

ASSOC MODAL P L

koPLH P[L  -b kal-poMo  niLkuj?PH
with that AFF  psT-go®ct Oaxaca
It was with him/her that I went to Oaxaca.

Any primary nominal constituent may also be topicalized by left

dislocation.

(230) s P o
L zi:L doM kal-géPLre? halléPL mo:L  kiz:Min?
REL dog that PpsT-eat"c3 PL bone of"3

That dog ate all his bones.

An affirmed, left-dislocated topic can and probably always should be
interpreted as an intransitive predicate, although the necessity of such an
interpretation is not clear in every case. In the following sentences,
however, such an interpretation is fairly compelling because of the



Comaltepec Chinantec 53

presence of the relative word ?eL (inanimate) or 2iL (animate)? or the
preposition lLH ‘where’.

(231) p MODAL §
milH. hmi*LH (iLpé:nM b4PH  Pel guilli:nLr
when holiday easter AFF  REL arrive“p3p
It is at Easter that they all arrive home.

(232) p MODAL §

ganL ziL -b -in? PinM fel bérPLH  doM
two person  AFF REL enter’';s REL vehicle that
It is two people who can fit into that vehicle.

(233) r MODAL §
ganL tuLhua?M -p -in? kal-hme?LM
two teacher  AFF  REL PsT-create”cs
It was two teachers who created (it).

(234) » MODAL §
L miPL doM -b -in? kaL-hmilgé:nHL hniLH
REL snake that AFF REL PsT-deceive”c3 1s
It was that snake which deceived me.

(235) p MODAL §
huiltM  mo?L kuo?L -b JiLH.  kal-hgnMr
road mountain bald AFF where pst-die”c3

It was Bald Mountain where he died.

3.in? is the enclitic form of the animate relative word 7%, which has undergone the

same phonological reduction as is described in footnote 1 of §5 for the third-person
personal pronoun. Indeed, this form of the personal pronoun would appear to have its
source in the relative pronoun.
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4
The Comaltepec Chinantec Noun Phrase

A Comaltepec Chinantec noun phrase has five constituents—quantifier,
head, modifier, possessor, and deictic, which occur in that order—the
quantifier, modifier, and the linguistic deictic word agreeing in gender with
the noun head. All five constituents may, theoretically, be present within
any particular phrase; but it is much more common for no more than two
or three to be present, and any of the five may stand alone to constitute
a noun phrase. It is common, on the other hand, for the modifier to be
repeated APPOSITIONALLY one or more times at the end of the phrase.

(236) P s o[Q H M 1
kal-hin?LM  -ne? hainL  zi:L pyprLH
psT-meet”c3 animal one  dog fat
The animal met a fat dog.

237) » SH PO ] O L
kal-si:nL niLignplM kéMe hniPH huilM  helny:HL
psT-send"c3 grandmother of"1s 1x road  ranch

My grandmother sent us (excl) to the ranch.
4.1. The noun head. Most nouns are simple lexemes, and are not in

any way inflected, with the exception of inalienable nouns which are
inflected for person-of-possessor. Typical nouns are listed in (238).

55
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(238) kualH horse pi:tL  grass
tarLM honey bee pilM  pig
IiH flower hu:H  word, oppossum
piLM thread zal  person
piLlH salt hiL book
pirlM moss hj?L  orange, wasp

Idioms formed of two noun roots do occur, however, in which the first
is generic and the second specific. Sometimes the first indicates a
characteristic of the second. Often one cannot identify the parts of such
an idiom. Some of those which have been distinguished follow. Within the
noun phrase, they are treated as forming complex noun-phrase heads.

(239) lo:L  + guilH, skin + head — loLguifM, hat
Pmal + PulH, wood + cane — PmalputiM, cane
kualH + nul, horse <+ wild — kudlnuHL, deer
kue?LH + piPL,  dipper + measure  — kuel?iPHL, scale
te’lH + gualH, bein + handle -» teLguaHiM,  earring
méLl + wl, bone + chicken  — molwHL, egg
zdLk  + piurl, person + male — zilpiu?l, man
mi?H + igM, seed + rifle — miltigM,  bullet
ma4PH + hil, leaf + book — malLhiL, paper
tilM  + hua?LM expert + doctrine  — tulhuarLM, teacher
ha:H  + pitM, word + Spaniard — hulyi?M,  Spanish

Noun gender. As mentioned in §2.15, every noun in Comaltepec is
either animate or inanimate, without their being an overt morphological
marker of gender on the noun itself. The quantifier, modifier, and
linguistic deictic word, on the other hand, are inflected for the gender of
the noun they modify, nasalization or final nasal consonant often being the
inflectional feature which marks animacy in such words, but not always.
The possessor of a noun, or a spatial deictic word are not inflected for the
gender of the noun they accompany. The two noun phrases of (240) and
(241) illustrate gender agreement in the Comaltepec noun phrase.

(240) ¢ H M PO D
Pel hji?L  néM  kéMe doM
REL orange yellow of’is that
that yellow orange of mine
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(241) ¢ =H M PO D
L R’k ndnM  kéMe  doM
REL wasp Yyellow of"is that
that yellow wasp of mine

Gender can be rhetorically upgraded to express a closer association than
the normal gender assignment would indicate, or it can be downgraded to
express a more distant association. The nouns ‘paper’ and ‘corn’ in the
following clauses are normally inanimate. In (242) and (243), the quantifier
of the first is animate and the verb of the second clause is transitive
animate to upgrade these nouns, assigning them a more intimate status
than would otherwise be the case. These ‘papers’ and this ‘corn’ are, in
this way, viewed as products of someone’s personal labor and attention.

(242) » S olQ H 1
milM -r  hmilgig:nl  -b  hiulH  malhil
request"P3 3 many ANIM AFF DIM  paper
S/he asks for many papers.

(243) p s o
niL-2uénM -r milkuiH
IMPF-remove "TAI3p 3 corn
She will take out her corn.

The various elements of a noun phrase are not syntactically dependent
upon one another. Any constituents may be absent from the noun phrase,
including the noun head, and any remaining constituents may stand alorne
or in combination to constitute a normal noun phrase. It is common for
the relative word to occupy the head of a noun phrase in the absence of
a true noun, but this is not required, other than with a deictic word.

(244) » slo H ]
nil-hiun?L  ganM  plé:M
iMpF-fall"13p two  soldier
Two soldiers fell.

(245) p s
niL-hiin?L  génMr
iMPF-fall*13p two"3
Two of them fell.
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(246) Ma P siQ D ]
24nlMp  kitink Pel  doM
very“AFF narrow's3 REL that
That thing.is very restricted.

(247) p siQ PO |
s4L-b ko:L  kéMe
exist"AFF one of"1s
I have one.

(248) r olQ D ]

héMnap  PeL  hol
look"p1 REL that
We are looking at that.

4.2, Quantifiers. Quantifiers are either numerals or other quantifying
expressions, including measure phrases. They agree with the head noun in
gender. Nouns are either count nouns to which numerals may be added
directly, or mass nouns which require a measure phrase to indicate
number. A few numerals are illustrated below, but the rules by which
numerals are formed are beyond the scope of this study.

(249) a H
ganL horL
two  animal
two animals

(250) < H
gil-tylM  hiL
ten-two book
twelve books

(251) @ H
hpidcM  Pmal  milkulH
six measure corn

six measures of corn
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(252) a H
nitM maPH  malhil
three leaf  paper
three pieces of paper

Measure phrases are a special kind of noun phrase which contain only
two elements, a quantifier and a measure word as head. There are only a
few measure words in Comaltepec Chinantec, some of which are listed in
(253). Some nouns, such as the first three listed in (253), are classifier
nouns in that, although they name ordinary tangible objects, they may also
function as standards of measurement.

(253) marH ‘leaf’ for measuring paper,
ziu:M ‘jug’ for measuring liquids,
mi?H ‘seed’ for measuring small round objects,

hman?LH ‘measure’ for measuring land,
min?LH  ‘measure’ for measuring people or animals,

?matL ‘measure’ for measuring corn, and
firk ‘measure’ for measuring money, weight, or time.
(254) kal-Pué:L WM PnilM  miPH  malhglHr

psT-take out®c3p two three seed teeth™s
Two or three of his teeth came out.

(255) kintM M piPL ku:M
cost”s3 two measure money
It costs two pesos.

(256) M pirL b kinkM  Pel  nal
two measure AFF cost"p3 REL that
That costs two pesos.

(257) PinlHn  kigt  mi?H  milro:M
want"pis four seed candy
I want four pieces of candy.

(258) 7néM gM  hmiL  guiltaH
necessary two yoke  oxen
Two yoke of oxen are needed.
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(259) zillinM  PnilM  min?LlH  z4L
go'np  three  measure person
Three people will go.

A numeral may be modified by a preposed nonnumeric quantifier.

(260) laLhiL kig:nM  z3L
all four people
all four people

(261) ta?M  ganM  ziL
group two  person
groups of two people

An animate numeral may be inflected for person. When this occurs, it
functions as head of a noun phrase.

(262) » s ofQ H ] L
kaL.téM -rlalhil  kiinMr  huilM  nilkujpH
psT-take"c3 3 all four”s road Oaxaca

They took all four of them to Oaxaca.

(263) » $ O[H PO |
2éLMpap  géMna? t1alH  kuilmeHL
go"Pip two"1p work deer

We are going, the two of us, deer hunting.

The numeral ‘one’ may function, in the quantifier position, as an
indefinite article. The relative word, on the other hand, functions in the
quantifier position to lend definiteness to the anaphoric reference of a
noun phrase, in lieu of Chinantec having a definite article. Both the
numeral and the relative word must agree with the noun in gender.

(264) r olQ H M[COMP P s | D
nil-kuéMr  PeL  malhiL  Pel si:L pasaporte  doM
FUT-give"13 REL paper  REL  name”"s3 passport that
S/he will give that paper called the passport.
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(265) p s[Q H |
kaL-liL-se:nL ha:nL  horL
PST-ACT C-exist”3 one animal
An animal was born.

Inasmuch as a noun is not itself inflected or marked in any way for
plural, Comaltepec Chinantec has a plural word which functions as a
quantifier within the noun phrase. It agrees with the noun in gender.

(266) hallé?L hiL

PL book
books

(267) hallén?l kualH
PL horse
horses

Count and mass nouns. Comaltepec Chinantec nouns may be classified
as count nouns or mass nouns on the basis of the way they may be
quantified. Those which may be quantified directly by a numeral are count
nouns; those which require a measure phrase to be quantified are mass
nouns. The first example of (268) illustrates a count noun, the second
example illustrates a mass noun with its measure phrase.

(268) géM hj?L, seven orange, seven oranges
M marL malhil, two leaf paper, two sheets of paper

4.3. The descriptive modifier. The modifier in Comaltepec Chinantec
may always be considered a relative clause, the structure of which is
discussed in detail in §6. The relative clause modifier normally occurs
immediately following the noun head and usually begins with the relative
word, As is generally true of all noun phrase constituents, a relative clause
may occur in the absence of other of the constituents, even of the head
noun itself. Examples of relative clauses are presented in (269) and (270),
but further discussion of their structure is reserved for §6.

(269) r slQ H M
niH-siL-ni{PHM ko:L  Pmi?IM M
PRF-sTA-stretch”3  one cloth  red
A red cloth was already stretched out.
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(270) » siQ H M{COMP P 11
hialltH  sj:L halléPl  gual  Pel  lalninM
how? name®s3 pL river REL important

What are the names of the important rivers?

4.4, Possessor, The possessor constituent takes one of two forms,
depending upon whether the possessed noun is alienable or inalienable.
An inalienable noun is inflected internally for person-of-possessor and is
obligatorily followed by a possessor constituent. The possessor of an
inalienable noun is a pronoun or noun phrase, directly postposed to the
noun.

271y r S O[H PO |
niL-kuéM -r Pl -na?
IMPF-give"13 3 tortilla®1p 1p
S/he will give our tortillas.

2712) p S(H PO ]
kaLl-ho:L M kualH
pst-break”c3 foot”3 horse
The horse’s foot broke.

Inalienable nouns primarily include those which name body parts,
kinship relationships, or common household items. A few typical ones are
listed in (273), one of which is further illustrated in (274).

(273) guo:L ziL hand”3 man man’s hand(s)
nilH py:H face™3 opposum  opposum’s face(s)
My foot"1s my foot/feet
fitnap tortilla”1p our tortilla(s)
talpi?LMy nose”3 his/her/their nose(s)
run?L relative”2s your relative(s)
moLko?LH niaPL  back™2p your (pl) backs
nilkgLMre? tail“animal its/their tail(s)
(274) niMi face”1s my face
nilna? face”1p our faces
niMi? face”1p our faces
nitip face”2s your face(s)
nifl ng?7L face"2p your (pl) faces
niLHy face™s his/her/their face(s)

nilHre? face “animal its/their face(s)
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With inalienable possession, where the inflected noun must be followed
immediately by the possessor constituent, a modifier constituent, if present,
must follow the head and possessor rather than intervene between the
head and possessor within the same phrase.

(275) » OP  ACCP O[H PO M|COM P S} D}y
haL-lipLi piMi kpPLH  ¢fiL - Pel el D doM
NEG-able"pPis  walk"pis with  foot®ts1s  REL swell”p3  that
I can’t walk with my swollen foot.

(276) o P O[H PO M[COMP P 3 L}l
zi:Lh kal-kuéMé  PiM -i  Pel niH-poll  halH @
dog”aFr psT-give“cis tortilla®1s 1s  REL PRF-go“p3 mold
I gave the dogs my moldy tortillas.

An alienable noun does not require a possessor but may optionally
occur with one. In this context, however, the possessor must be introduced
by the allocational noun ‘of’, which is itself an inalienable noun whose
possessor names, in effect, the possessor of the alienable noun which
precedes it. The allocational noun ‘of is the Chinantec answer to the
genitive,

@21 r S[H PO | O
nil-2uétM  zilmil  kéMe  Pol-nilHr
iMPF-take”13 woman of"1s  mouth-face™3
My wife will have her picture taken.

(278) p S O[H PO ]
kal-hméM -e  examen kid?M Pel siTL hol
psT-do"c1  1s  test of’3  REL month that

I took the test of that month.

(279) kualH kéMe horse of"1s my horse(s)
malLsi:LH - fiMip? chair of"1p our chair(s)
malsi:LH  kiMna? chair of"1p our chair(s)
helnu:HL  ki:M na?L  ranch of"2p your (pl) ranch(es)
bérLH kiaPMr ball of"3 his/her/their ball(s)
hil kiaPMr book of"3 his/her/their book(s)

nu:L kia:Mre?  hay of"animal its/their hay
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Both full and enclitic forms of pronouns occur with the allocational
noun, as in any other context where a pronoun may occur. Pronouns are
presented in greater detail in §5; but note that in (280), pronouns are seen
to distinguish a further gender category, dividing ANIMATE into HUMAN
versus ANIMAL for third-person reference.

(280) With enclitic pronoun With full pronoun

1s  kéMe 15 kéM hndLH

1p  kiMi? Ix  kiM hndpH

1p kiMna? i kM hnd:LHa?
2 kiM? 2 kiM Pniul

2p kitM  Pnig?L

2p kiM  narL
3 kia?Mr 3 kiaPM  Pirl
An kiaPMre? An kia?M  Pilre?
An kid:Mre?

Nouns for body parts and kinship relationships are generally inalienable
in all contexts. Nouns which name certain household items may have an
alienable form, when spoken of in less intimate contexts, as well as an
inalienable form to indicate a more intimate relationship between
possessor and possessed. The following words have both uninflected
alienable forms and inflected inalienable forms.

(281) gloss free Is 1p 2s 3
blood hmilM hmit hmili? hmitp hmiLlHy
petate hmo:L hméto  hmoLlHo? hmolH?  hmoMr
metate (6L t6:Lo 16Mo? 16:M? ot
net no?LH no?lo norlor nopL no?rHr

(282) hmo:lo or hmo:l kéMe my petate(s)
kuilMi? or kuf'LH kiMna? our firewood
kuitMna? or kuf:LH kiMip our firewood
PninH? or PniutM ki:M? your house(s)
hmi*LH naPL  or hmiL ki:M n4?L  your (pl) water
zi:LHy or zilL kiaPMr his/her/their dog(s)
?mi:Mre? or ?mi:L  kia:Mre?  its/their (animal) feces

As indicated, there are two factors which distinguish alienable and
inalienable nouns. Inalienable nouns are always possessed; alienable nouns
are only optionally so. Inalienable nouns occur directly with possessor
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constituent following; alienable nouns require the allocational noun. There
is a final, very small set of nouns which crosses these distinctions—they are
inalienable in the sense that they alway occur possessed, but the possessor
constituent occurs with the allocational noun.

(283) niLiun?LM ki:M?,  grandmother of*2, your grandmother(s)
tL kéHe, father of"1s, my father

4.5. Deictic words. A deictic, when present, is the last element of the
noun phrase.

(284) r s[Q H D ]
kaL-tbn?L PL  hoPL  doM
pst-fall®c3 REL animal that
That animal fell.

There are two sets of deictic words, spatial and linguistic. Three spatial
deictics paint to increasing degrees of distance from the speaker: /al ‘this
(near the speaker)’, nal ‘that (near the addressee)’, and doM ‘there (near
neither speaker nor addressee)’.

(285) r lol(e] H D |
kal-hméMe  PeL  mapa laL
psT-make“cis REL  map this
I made this map.

(286) r L[H PO D |
zi:nMnpe?  iaPH  Pmal  nal
be"up”ps up tree  that
It (animal) is up in that tree.

(287) mMa P o[o H D ]
hlo?H -b  siltinlMne?  PeL  kuiPLH doM
lovely-AFF  gather”p3 REL piece that

It was lovely the way the animal picked up those pieces.

Two linguistic deictic words distinguish the gender of referents in the
linguistic context, usually anaphorically, but occasionally kataphorically to a
referent to be introduced in the immediate following context: hpL ‘that
(inanimate)’ and 7L ‘that (animate)’. The inanimate member of this set
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has a wide range of uses outside the noun phrase, as in the second
sentence below, where it functions as a clause conjunction.

(288) » S O[H PO[H PO[Q H DI
hol-kal-hméM gl i  examen kidPM  Pel si?L  hol
TRM-PST-make”cl AUG 1s  test of 3 REL month that

I no longer had to take the test that particular month.

(289) s H D | P s o
2L zilL ML linkM  .r  wilhua?lM
REL person that BE"P3 3  teacher
That person is a teacher.

Closely related to the use of these anaphoric deictic words is the use of
the relative word as quantifier, as seen in (285)-(289), when the reference
is definite.

Like all other noun phrase constituents, a deictic word can stand alone
in the place of a noun phrase when the noun head is absent.

(290) » S MA
tiLM hiulH P [gL.tiLM tul-2ié:LH
reach”pr3 DIM 3 thus-reach”p3  fowl-female

It is about the same size as a turkey hen.

(291) TIPREP PO MODAL} P S
laLlhé:HM  hol  -b getM ko:L  bépLH
during that  AFF arrive”p3 one vehicle

During that time a vehicle arrived.

The relative words, animate and inanimate, may also occupy the head of
the noun phrase for the deictic to occur in this role without a noun. Any
other element of the noun phrase may intervene between the relative
word and the deictic word in this context.

(292) p O[H PO D |
kueMé  Pel  kéMe doM
give"pis REL of"1s that
I am giving that one of mine.

Four of the five deictic words may occur alone with the relative word.
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(203) r S[H D |
hal-ze:nl Pel  hol
NEG-serve REL that
That one does not work.

(294) r SSH D |
piL M L doM
answer’p3 REP  REL that
That one answered again.

(295) p SH D |
niH-zepLH  PjiL gL
PRF-sick”s3 REL this
This one has been sick.

(296) Mma P SSH D ]
P4nLM  kig:nlL Pel  nal
very narrow”s3 REL that

That is very narrow.

Adverbial deixis is accomplished by postposing any of the deictic words
to the manner deictic adverb /aL- (§3.3).

297 T MA MA P
hol baPH 14?M  hiylH  |al-dpM  kal-hjPLMy
that AFF group DIM like-that PpsT-turn“c3

So they turned it very slowly like that.

The order of elements in a noun phrase may appear to vary superficially,
as in (298) and (299), where the deictic appears to precede the possessor
within the noun phrase; but these may be accounted for as noun phrases
embedded as head of a larger noun phrase. In the first sentence the
subject is the noun phrase ‘that paper’ to which further adjuncts marking
plural and possessor are added. In the second sentence the locative is the
prepositional noun phrase ‘on that paper’ to which the definite article
(relative word) and possessor are added as adjuncts.
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(298) r MA  §[Q H[Q H D | PO ]
niH-nélM  gigM  hallé?L  Pel  malhiL hol  kiMP
PRF-lie"s3p well PL REL paper that of"2

All those papers of yours are completed.

(299) »p L[Q HH PO D ] PO |
niL-tpM el nilH  malhil. doM  ki:MP
iMpr-stick” 3 REL  face paper that  your®zs
It will stick on that paper of yours.

4.6. Locative nouns. There are spatial and temporal nouns which have
a more limited distribution than other nouns. They often occupy locative
positions in a clause, not participating in nonlocative noun phrases with
the same frequency as other nouns. References to times or places are
more usually made by locative constituents than by primary nominal
constituents.

(300) T P s
hoM kal-guilli:nM  piunM  silminrL
day”before“yesterday PpsT-arrive”c3p nine  young“"man
Nine young men arrived day before yesterday.

(301) p L T
2éMe?  huilM  méPL kaL?lo:M
go'up road mountain afternoon
We will go to the mountain this afternoon.

A second type of locative noun which carries a heavy syntactic load is
huilM ‘road’. It may occur as the head of a locative noun phrase, not only
with verbs of motion or position, but any time a locative element is
present. It is often used in conjunction with a prepositional noun.

(302) p s L[H PO ]
se:nl hanL [6:.LH  mlM  fi:M  Pmal  doM
exist"s3 one rabbit road foot tree that
There is a rabbit at the foot of that tree.



Comaltepec Chinantec 69

(303) LH PO 1 P o
huilM  pilH.pPniglM  nil-bsLa mi?H  kalhuéLH
road face*s-house  immpr-hit"nis seed  coffee
I will pound the coffee beans on the porch.

(304) » L{H PO 1
kal-felLMy huilM  z{lM salon

psT-teach”c3 road heart*s classroom
He taught inside the classroom.

A third type of locative noun which is significant to mention is the
PREPOSITIONAL NOUN. A number of inalienable nouns may function like
prepositions in that they introduce noun phrases which have adverbial
force. Syntactically they are noun and possessor; functionally they are like
preposition and object-of-preposition. Some of these nouns name body
parts; others do not. An example is given in (305), but see §9
(prepositions) for a more complete treatment.

(305) » L[H PO ]
giaMa nild  mesLH
put®pis face"s table
I put them on top of the table.

4.7. Names and other vocative nouns. Personal names are of Spanish
origin, usually based on the stressed syllable of the corresponding Spanish
name. A few vocative nouns are based on kinship terminology which may
include some extended meanings. Although nicknames are common when
referring to individuals, they are not generally used vocatively. The
vocative constituent is discussed in §3.6. Some examples of vocative nouns
are illustrated in (306).

(306) t4:LH Dad 4:H  Juventino, Christina
n4:LH Mother  rf?H  Ricardo, Enrique
hiH Virginia miH little girl
hi:nld  kid ciun?H little boy

hoH George



[blank]



S
Comaltepec Chinantec Pronouns

5.1. Personal pronouns. Personal pronouns distinguish seven categories
of person-number-gender. Whereas verb inflection distinguishes first-
singular from first-plural, personal pronouns further divide first-plural into
two categories—first-person inclusive, which includes one or more
addressees with the speaker, and first-person exclusive, which includes any
number of third persons with the speaker but excludes all addressees.
Personal pronouns further distinguish singular and plural second-persons
and two third-person categories, with separate pronouns for third-person
human and third-person animal. Neither of these last two dichotomies are
normally made in verb inflection, apart from the suppletive verbs which
distinguish singular and plural number in all persons.

(307) hnatH (first-person singular)
hnarH (first-person exclusive)
hnd:LHa? (first-person inclusive)

Pniul (second-person singular)
PniurL (second-person plural)
Pirl (third-person human)

PiLréL  (third-person animal)

In addition to the phonologically full forms of the seven pronouns listed
above, there are alternate forms for six of them which express less
prominence than the full forms, only the inclusive-exclusive distinction
being absent in the less prominent forms.

n
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(308) -r (first-person singular)
-R?/-na?  (first-person plural)
-? (second-person singular)

n4rL (second-person plural)
-rf-in? (third-person human)
-re?/-ne?  (third-person animal)

Five of these forms are enclitic, only one being a fully-stressed
phonological word.! Three of the pronouns have two enclitic forms
without any difference in meaning. The third-person human pronoun is
here written as -r or -in2.2 The form -r? (1p) never occurs after stems with
postvocalic /n/, while -na? (1p) may occur after a stem of any form. The
form -ne? of the animal pronoun only follows stems with postvocalic /n/;
otherwise -ref occurs.

Note that this represents a shift in interpretation from earlier work.
When these pronouns were first studied in depth in the Spring of 1974,
the second plural pronoun was considered to have two competing full
forms for which no distinct syntactic function had at that time been
discerned. The phonological characteristics of pronouns are described in
some detail in Anderson, Martinez, and Pace (forthcoming), but briefly the

1An alternative phonological interpretation would be to consider the less prominent
form of the second-plural pronoun as enclitic -na?, and the second enclitic form of the
first-person plural pronoun in (308) as -na:?. This interpretation, however, leads to the
anomaly that -na:? would be the only known unstressed syllable in the language having
a long vowel. It seems better to recognize the second-plural pronoun as being a
normal, stressed syllable in spite of its being phonologically different from its fellow
less-prominent pronoun forms than to interpret the less-prominent set as all enclitic
but have one of them phonologically unique within the language as a whole. In spite
of its not being interpreted here as enclitic, this second-person pronoun is considered
to have all of the syntactic characteristics of the truly enclitic forms. Note that this
represents a shift in interpretation from earlier work. When these pronouns were first
studied in depth in the Spring of 1974, the second plural pronoun was considered to
have two competing full forms for which no distinct syntactic function had at that time
been discerned.

2Anderson, Martinez, and Pace (forthcoming), which was drafted around 1973, does
not give a complete statement concerning the phonological realizations of the enclitic
forms of the third-person pronoun. In this study, it is written as -r and as -in? as a
partial aid to the reader who may have the opportunity to hear Chinantec spoken,
even though these two forms are predictable by rule and do not exhaust the full range
of phonological realizations. Briefly, the enclitic form of this pronoun is -in? when it is
the second of two third-person pronouns occurring together after a verb, or when it is
the only pronoun following a stem with postvocalic /n/. In this last context, the
postvocalic /n/ of the stem, and any glottal closure of the stem are elided. The enclitic
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symbol R is used to stand for a phonological chameleon which takes the
form of a preceding vowel or alveolar nasal /n/. In this study, the resulting
vowel or nasal consonant is written in all examples, rather than using the

more abstract symbol R.

(309)

(310)

(311)

(312)

(313)

(314)

(315)

(316)

miM - koL hiL
ask"pis 1s one book
I ask for a book.

kaL-ku?L -y Polhui:l
psT-eat”cls 1s fruit
I ate fruit.

niL-zé:nLH -n  niul?lo:M
IMPF-dance’1ls 15 tomorrow” evening
I will dance tomorrow evening,

ko:M -na?  bérLH

play"pip  1p ball

We play ball.

kaL-hniLM -if  hallé?L  hilL
PsST-carry™cClp 1p  PL book

We carried the books.

kal-Pa:nM  -na?  kudlH kalhj:L
PST-raise“clp 1p horse last"year
We raised horses last year.

niL-spPL -re? lulguo:HL  -r
IMPF-grab”13  animal  wrist”3 3
The animal will grab the people’s wrists.

poM  -0? huilM [[LH  ziinM

go*clp 1p road where BE"UP'P3 animal
We went to the place where the animal was.

form is -re following a stem with postvocalic /n/ when a first-person or second-person
pronoun (in enclitic form) or a modal adverb in enclitic form intervenes. It is -ne
following a stem with postvocalic /n/ when preceding a second third-person enclitic
pronoun (which is to say, preceding -in?). In all other contexts it is -r, which is a

voiceless retroflexed fricative.
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A personal pronoun may occupy any position in which a noun or noun
phrase may occur, the free pronouns occurring without restriction, but the
enclitic forms (and n4?L) occurring only in neutral, nontopicalized
postpositions. When a noun phrase or a full pronoun occupies a primary
nominal position and is topicalized as the left-most position of its clause,
it occurs in apposition with an enclitic form of the pronoun in its neutral
postposition. When a noun phrase or full pronoun occupies that same
neutral position, however, the enclitic form of the pronoun does not occur.
The following three sentences show relative prominence of the first-person
singular pronoun as subject, from greater to lesser. In (317), the full form
of the pronoun occurs in topicalized position preceding the verb and the
enclitic form follows the verb in neutral position; in (318), the full form of
the pronoun occurs in neutral, postverb position; and in (319), the enclitic
form occurs in postverb position.

(317) s P s L T
hnglH npi:lH - huilM  helnu:HL  zalPoL
1s gons 1s road ranch tomorrow

I will go to the ranch tomorrow.

(318) » s L T
ni:LH  hnilH hyiLM  helnu:HL zalpoL
go'ns 1s . road ranch tomorrow

I will go to the ranch tomorrow.

(319) » s L T
ni:LH i  hyilM  helnu:HL zalLP5L
go'ns 1s road ranch tomorrow

I will go to the ranch tomorrow.

Note the following sentences which show that the shorter second-
person-plural form ni?L functions like the enclitic forms of other
pronouns. In (320), it occurs in the neutral postverb position; in (321), it
functions as subject of a main clause in neutral position with the enclitic
form of the third-person pronoun as object postposed and phonological
attached to it; and in (322), the other full form of this same pronoun
PniuPHL (second-person plural) occurs in topicalized, preverb position
while n4?L occurs following the verb as the enclitic form of any other
pronoun would. This shorter, albeit stressed, form of the second plural
pronoun may not occur in preverb position in these (or any other)
sentences,
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(320) T P s L
milH.gi:M  Pie:l pjl-pil.léPM narl  huilM  kéMe
when hot"s3 sun MpF-come”-bathe 2p road of 1s

When it gets hot, you all please come and swim at my place.

32 T P s[p ) 0]
miLH-halmi?PLHy Pnig?L M PilnipH PnéM  kuéPLH  n4eL -r
when”"come”p3"ask”3 2p two bread want"s3 give'1zp 2p 3

When s/he comes and asks you all for two [pieces of] breads, you
must give [it] to him/her.

(322) s P ] o]
Pniurl-b  kéH na?L  hallé?L hiL
2p-AFF  carry’2  2p PL book

You all are the ones who carry the books.

To distinguish between first-person inclusive and first-person exclusive,
only full forms of pronouns can be used. When one or the other of these
full pronouns is topicalized to a position preceding the predicate, either of
the enclitic forms of first plural may be postposed to the verb stem, within
the phonological limitations already mentioned.

(323) hnd:LHa? zéH  -eP zalPoL
i go'ilp 1p tomorrow
We (incl) are going tomorrow.

(324) hnd:LHap zéH -na?  zalpoL
l go'lp  Ip tomorrow
We (incl) are going tomorrow.

(325) hnd?H zéH  -e?  zalrPoL
Ix go'rp  1p  tomorrow
We (excl) are going tomorrow.

(326) hni?PH zéH -na? zalpoL
1x goilp  1p  tomorrow
We (excl) are going tomorrow.

Full forms of pronouns are not generally restricted in their syntactic
occurrence—they may occur in any nominal position whether topicalized
or not—but enclitic forms may neither occur preceding a verb in
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topicalized position nor as direct objects whether topicalized or not, with
the exception that third-person enclitic forms may occur as objects. The
ng?L form of second plural also shares this latter restriction with
nonthird-person enclitic forms—it never occurs as a direct object.

The following examples illustrate enclitic pronouns. (327)-(332) illustrate
first-person enclitic forms as subjects, (333)-(334) have second-person
forms as subjects, and (335)-(337) have third-person forms as subjects.

(327) niL-hmilkg?HM -0 -r
mvpE-help s Is 3
I will help them.

(328) kal-huirLH -i -r Pel  hanrL -r lalnaM
psT-whistle"cls 15 3 REL come"home®p3 3 now
I whistled to him to come home now.

(329) kal-bénM -n -re géM
psT-hit'ctis  1s 3 yesterday
I hit him yesterday.

(330) hpanrL -n  -re?
kill'cis 15 animal
I killed it (animal).

(331) nil-kué:H € -r hil
IMPF-givells 1s 3 book
I will give the book to him.

(332) kal-bénH -na? -r géM
psT-hit*cip  1p 3 yesterday
We hit him yesterday.

(333) kal-bénM -P -re?  géM
pST-hit"c2 25 animal yesterday
You hit it yesterday.

(334) kuint  npa?L -r
know”"sz 2p 3
You know him.
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(335) kuink -r hnd:LHzp
know"s3 3 1i
They know us (incl).

(336) kuint  -ne -in?
know"ss 3 3
They know them.

(337) kué?M -re -in?
give’ps 3 3
He is giving it to him.

5.2. Reflexive. Reflexive expressions are formed by use of a noun
rather than pronoun. The noun is suppletive, having three inflected roots
which distinguish singular and plural number and three categories of
person—first, second, and third—without reference to the
inclusive-exclusive or human-animal distinctions found in personal
pronouns. As inflected stems, the reflexive noun acts like any other
inalienable noun, occurring with postposed possessor in the form of a
personal pronoun or noun phrase. By the use of a personal pronoun as
possessor, the inclusive-exclusive and human-animal distinctions are, in
fact, made when the reflexive noun occurs.

(338) REFLEXIVE 1 2 3
singular  PpidPL PuélM  PpiaplM
plural ie:LH  janlH ja:pnlH

The reflexive noun has three primary functions—to emphasize the
identity of a referent in its role as participant in a particular nominal
relation to a predicate, to indicate solitary action of a participant, or to
indicate truly reflexive action of an agent upon him/herself.

In this last role, there is a set of transitive verb stems which may occur
as intransitive middles by use of the reflexive noun as their subject
constituent. In this context, the subject is expressed by the reflexive noun
as acting upon itself and no separate object constituent may be expressed.

(339) bénH  PpidPla
hit"pts  REFL'ls
I am hitting myself.
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(340) nil-liu:nM ié:LHnap
iMPF-free 1p  REFL"1p
We free ourselves.

There is a small set of verbal expressions which are always semantic
middles and only occur with the reflexive noun as subject rather than a
personal pronoun.

(341) hmil-ra:nH Ppidrla
CAUSE-sweet"Pls  REFL"1s
I am arrogant.

(342) nil-kitM-hin?rL id:nLHy
IMPE-turn“3-turn"i3 ~ REFL"3p
They change their attitude.

The following sentence illustrates the use of the reflexive to indicate
solitary action.

(343) s P L
PpaPLM-p Ll kéMe  sinplM  gifiy  doM
REFL"3-AFF baby of"1s  stand”s3 AUG"3 there
Only my baby was still standing there.

The reflexive noun may also function appositionally with a personal
pronoun or noun phrase to emphasize the identity of the participant
named by the personal pronoun or noun phrase.

(344) p s S
nil-kuf:LH i  ppidrla
IMPF-Tun"11s 1s REFL”1s
I myself will run.

(345) p s o s
kal-bénM -7  -r  PuéLMp
psT-hit"c2 25 3  REFL"2s
You hit him yourself.

The reflexive noun without following expression of possessor may occur
as manner constituent of a clause to indicate the solitary participation of
a referent in a process or action.
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(346)

5.3.

MA P S

PpiaPM  pil.plé:M Pel  [iLH siL-kuiPHL
REFL"3 1MPF-heal"3s REL where sTa-cut”s3
That cut will heal by itself.

Reciprocal. Reciprocal action is expressed in Comaltepec by the

inalienable noun rin?Lr ‘histher kinsman’ as object of a transitive clause.

(347)

(348)

(349)

S P o
laLhi:nL  z4L  kalhmilpi?LM  rinPLr
all person PsT ask”c3 kinsman”3

They were all asking each other.

P s[o P s o ]
PnéM huiM  lfnl rg?L -? narL
need’ss pity feel’r2 2 kinsman®2 2p

You all need to be compassionate toward each other.

P 0
’malH-hmilkoPHM  riPlna?
HoRT-help“11p RECIP"1p

Let’s help each other!



[blank]



6

The Comaltepec Chinantec
Relative Clause

As indicated in §4, the descriptive modifier of a noun phrase always
follows the noun head (unless the noun head is absent) and may be
considered in all cases to be a relative clause. This chapter discusses the
internal structure of the relative clause.

6.1. The gap strategy. The relative clause contains a regular finite verb,
with no special marker on the verb itself to indicate that it is in a relative
clause. The relative clause does have two features, however, which
distinguish it from other clauses. First, it may be introduced by a relative
word, but this is not always the case. More will be said of the relative
word below. The more important characteristic of the relative clause is
that the so-called GAP STRATEGY (Comrie 1981:144) is employed ip its
formation, which is to say that the grammatical position within the clause
which corresponds to the relation the head of the noun phrase bears to
that clause is EMPTY—there is a GAP at that position. This is illustrated in
(350) and (351), where a simple Ti clause is paired with a noun phrase
whose noun head bears the relation of subject to a modifying relative
clause, the latter being left with a gap (marked @) at the subject position.

(350) » sjQ H ] 0
huérL hallénrl  z3L hulpitM
speak”p3 PL person Spanish

The people speak Spanish.
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(351) o H M[P s O ]
hallén?L z3L hué?’l @ hulpitM
PL person speak”p3 Spanish

(some) Spanish-speaking people

I will here speak of a relative clause such as this as being “relativized on
its subject.” The variety of positions upon which a clause may be
relativized is discussed in §6.3 but first a few words need to be said
concerning the relative word 7el.

6.2. Use of the relative word. In addition to the gap strategy, a second
characteristic of the relative clause is for the inanimate relative word rel,
or its animate counterpart 7/L, to commonly be present at the beginning of
such a clause. The relative word agrees in gender with the noun modified
by the relative clause. This is illustrated in (352)-(355), where the relative
word is designated, somewhat arbitrarily, as a complementizer.

(352) p o[Q H D ]
kal-hméMe  Pel  mapa doM
psT-make"cis REL map that
I made that map.

(353) o H M[COMP P o] D
el mapa Pel  kal-hméMe @  doM
REL map REL  psT-make”Cls that

that map which [ made

(354) » 0 L
kal-hin?LMp  z3L giah  huilM @
meet”Cls person midst road

I met people on the trail.

(355) H M[COMP P oL |
zal L kal-hin?PLMpn (D giaH  huilM
person REL  PST-meet”cCls midst road

the people I met on the trail

Shorter and less complex relative clauses tend to occur without the
relative word introducing them. In some cases, such as those of (356) and
(357), the relative clauses would not be well formed were the relative word
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present. In these cases, the verb is inanimate intransitive, but I am not yet
able to make a general statement concerning when the relative word may
or must be absent.

(356) p LH MP $1]
kal-poL-tin?PLHna? huitM  (%PeL)  hue?k @
PST-go"c-reach"clp  road big

We went as far as the main road.

(357) p O(H M[P s11
ko?LH hig:H  (*Pel) rél @
with  word true

with integrity

I caN say, however, that in the same sense that the relative word may
function as quantifier of a noun phrase to mark definiteness (§4.2)—its
absence conversely implying lack of definiteness—it may also be absent as
complementizer when DEFINITENESS is lacking in the use of the modifying
clause.

(358) » O[H M[P O L 1
koPLH z3L kaL-hin?LMp @ gidH  huilM
with  person psT-meet”cis midst road

with people I met on the trail

6.3. Accessibility to relativization. Any of the three primary nominal
constituents of a clause may undergo relativization, as illustrated in (359)
through (365).

(359) r s L
seenl  hallén?L ziLmil huilM  molpialM
exist™s3 PL woman road  Comaltepec

Women live in Comaltepec.

(360) aq H M[COMP P s L 1
hallén?L  zilmil Pl senk @ huilM moLPialM
PL woman  REL  exist"s3 road Comaltepec

the women who live in Comaltepec
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(361)

(362)

(363)

(364)

(365)
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Q H M[COMP P § 0 1D
feL malhiL PeL  sitL @ visa doM
REL paper REL name’s3 visa that

that paper which is called a visa

Q H M[COMP P S INSTR[P o 1]
hanl guiltsH L linlM @ ko?PLH  tal
one bull REL be"p3 with cane

a bull made of cane

P s o oQ H D |
kal-Pen?LH  pPniyl  hig:nlH PL ziL doM
show”"c2 2 child ReL dog that

You showed the child that dog,

Q H M[COMP P s 0o o ]
fL higenlH 2L kal-Pen?LH  pPniul @ pL zi:L doM
REL child REL  PST-show'cz 2 REL dog that

the child to whom you showed that dog

Q H MCOMP P s o 0] D
L oz pL kal-Pen?LH  Pniul  PjL  hiwnlH @ doM
REL dog REL psT-show'c2 2 REL child that

that dog you showed to the child

Temporal- or spatial-locative constituents may also be relativized, as in
(366)—(369), respectively. In the case of a spatial locative, the preposition
[iLH ‘where’ functions as complementizer in place of the relative word.

(366)

(367)

P T
kal-hmiL?in?LMn  kigL hj:L
PST-rest”Cls four year

I rested for four years.

H M[COMP P T] D
hiL PeL  kal-hmil?in?lMp @ doM
year REL  PST-rest’Cls that

that year in which I rested
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(368)

(369)

P o L
hmo:Mna? talH huilM 2(LM  oficina
do”p1p work road  heart's office

We are working in the office.

H M[COMP P o L]
oficina IiLH  hmoMna? talH @
office ReL  do"pip work

the office where we work

A noun possessor may be relativized in the same manner as any noun
occupying a clause position, leaving the inalienable noun (370) or
allocational noun (372), as the case may be, in place.

(370)

(371)

(372)

(373)

P [H PO ]

sdL kuH z4LtalH

exist“s3 money"3 councilman

The councilman has money.

P S[H M[P s[o PO]] D)

niL-guilPfLM  zilegLH  siL kit @  doM
FUT-€xit"13  councilman exist"s3 money"3 that
The councilman who has money will leave office.

P S[H PO D ]

M piH  kia?M  guiPM  doM

sound”ps bell of"s church that

That church bell is ringing.

Q H M[COMP P S POH PO] D |
Pel gua?M peL  Pi:M pil  kis?M @ doM
REL church ReL  sound”ps bell of"3 that

that church whose bell is ringing

The associative constituent is based on a verbal construction, as
indicated in §3.5. Relativization of this element is, thus, a special case of
relativization of a nominal constituent.
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(374) P o INSTR
kaL-pf:Mbre dé:LH  koPLH koL  hu?fL
PST-strain”c3"AFF"3 nectar with one strainer
They strained the nectar with a strainer.

(375) @« H M[P O[COMP P 0 INSTR] D
Pel  huprL koPLH el kal-pi:M do:LH ¢ doM
REL strainer with REL PST-strain”c3 nectar that

that strainer with which the nectar was strained

(376) p sS@ H D | INSTR
kal-hpan?ln 2jL  ho?L  doM  koPLH  tiglM
pst-kill~cis REL animal that with rifle
I killed that animal with a rifle.

377) ¢ H Mmp O[COMP P o INSTR]
PeL  tiglM koPLH  pel  kal-hpan?ln -re? O
REL rifle  with REL  pst-kill“c1s animal

that rifle with which I killed the animal

It is not uncommon for a relative clause to be present in the noun
phrase in the absence of an overt head noun. The clause may be the only
constituent of the phrase or it may accompany any combination of the
other possible constituents.

(378) r S[COMP P s o ]
td:nM AL hmol @ hiL
stand“s3p REL make"p3 book

Those who make books were there.

(379) p o[Q M[COMP P S o1l
kal-hmilpign?Lr  hallé?L 2el  kal-gé?L z3L 0
PST-prepare”c3 PL REL  PsT-eat”c3 person

They made all that people ate.

(380) p L{H  PO[COMP P o} L]}
kal-noMna? huilM [LH  njl-h¢pLy  Pel  PniulM doM @
PST-go*Cclp road  REL FUT-move'I3 REL house that
We went to where they would remove that house.
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(381) p olQ M[COMP P § INSTR[P 0] D |
hénlr  hanL PL IinlM @ koPLH gl doM
carry"p3 oneé REL  be'P3 with cane

They carry one of those made of cane

6.4. Relativizing nonthird persons. It is possible to relativize on a
nonthird-person personal pronoun, but in this context the:.noun ziL
‘person’ functions as complementizer in place of the animate relative word
7L,

(382) r L
nélMpap |[aL
sit"p1p here
We live here.

(383) @ H M[COMP P L ]
hallén?L hndPH  ziL nélMpa? gL
PL 1x people sit'plp  here

we who live here

Any pronoun may be relativized, irrespective of the grammatical position
it occupies, but as (383) shows, there is no gap in the relative clause in the
case of a relativized nonthird-person subject. In such cases, the modified
pronoun is copied to the relative clause, usually in enclitic form. This
parallels the copying of pronouns when topicalization causes their
left-dislocation to a position preceding the verb, as mentioned above in
§5.1. Example (385) illustrates the first-person singular pronoun being
relativized in subject position. Example (387) illustrates the second-person
plural pronoun being relativized in subject position with two copies
following it.

(384) » o

IfnkMn  tuLhya?LM
BE'P1s teacher
I am a teacher.

(385) p O[H M[COMP P s 0O ] 0
kaLl-kué?LMy hniLH  ziL InlM  .n tulhua?M koL  hil
PST-give c3  1s person BE'Pls 1s teacher one book

He gave me, who am a teacher, a book.
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(386)

(387)

Judi Lynn Anderson

P s o[p s o ]
tink  na?k  huéPl  na?L  hulpitM
able"p2 2p speak”P2 2p Spanish

You (pl) are able to speak Spanish.

H M[COMP P s o s o 1]
PrigPL  zal ttnk  ndPL hué?L  nafL  hulpitM
2p people able*r2 2p speak"p2 2p Spanish

you (pl) who are able to speak Spanish



7
Comaltepec Chinantec Injunction

Until now I have focussed upon clauses in the indicative mood. This
chapter considers injunctive clauses, which include direct and negative
imperatives, hortatives, and optatives. Imperative forms address second
persons. Hortative clauses enjoin first and second persons inclusively.
Optative clauses have subjects of any person-number category.

7.1. The direct imperative. A direct imperative clause enjoins one or
more second persons to perform an action. The inflectional form of the
imperative verb is usually based on the second-person completive form of
the indicative stem. The enclitic form of the second-person singular
pronoun may not occur with the imperative verb, but plural subject may
be marked by the shorter form n4?L of the second-person plural pronoun
(but not the longer full form of this pronoun).

(388) kal-koM -7
PST-play*c2 25
You played.

(389) koM
play”!

(390) koM  naPL
play*! 2p

(391) kal-kudH  na?L

PST-give"c2  2p
You (pl) gave (it).
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(392) kualH
give™! (it)
Give (it)!

(393) kuéLH n4rL
give®! 2p (it)
You (pl) give (it)!

If the subject is prominent, either singular or plural second-person
pronouns may occur preceding the predicate. In the case of the plural
imperative, both full forms of the plural pronoun may occur, 7niu?L
preceding and n4?L following the predicate.

(394) s P
Pniul  kuéH
2 give™!

You (sg) give (it).

(395) s P s
PniuPl kuéH naPL
2p give™! 1p

You (pl) give (it).

None of the inflectional prefixes which mark aspect occur with direct
imperative verb forms. A second-person directional prefix piL- ‘come’ or
guil- ‘go’, however, may be prefixed to the verb stem when enjoining the
addressee to move to or from the place of the speech act in conjunction
with the action named by the verb stem.

(396) piL-Pen?LH -
come-teach®! 3
Come and teach him!

(397) guil-hme:M talH
go'r-do®! work
Go work!

7.2. The negative imperative. A negative imperative verb enjoins one
or more addressees not to perform or cease to perform some action. The
negative imperative is based on the second-person progressive form of the
indicative stem, with the prefix hal- (negative) or the prefix hol-
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(terminative). The second-person pronominal inflection which normally
follows the indicative form of the verb is not dropped as in the case of
direct imperative forms.

(398) hig:M -2 M
blow"p2 25 instrument
You are playing an instrument.

(399) hal-hig:M P M
NEG-blow"p2 2s instrument
Do not blow the instrument!

(400) hol-hiu:M -? M
TRM-blow"P2 2s instrument
Stop blowing the instrument!

(401) hok-hiu:M  n4?L Pel  lilM nal
NEG-blow"p2 2p REL instrument that
(You“pl) Stop blowing those instruments!

7.3. Hortative. The hortative verb is used to call the interlocutors to
action. The hortative verb is formed by prefixing the horative prefix
2malH- ‘let us’ to the first-person-plural intentive form of the verb stem.

(402) PmalH-lé:nHM  -na? ha:nl tul
HORT-buy'np 1p one  chicken
Let’s buy a chicken.

To emphasize the solidarity of a group, the free form of the first plural
inclusive pronoun may be used.

(403) 2PmalH.sg?H  hni:LHa? guo:l -r
HORT-grab”1ip i hand 3
Let’s all of us shake his hand.

When enjoining a group to perform an action reciprocally (with each
other), the reciprocal noun rin?Lr ‘his/her kinsman’ (§5.2) is added to the
hortative verb.
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(404) PmalH-hmilkp?HM rin?Llna?
HORrT-help"n1p kinsman”1p
Let’s help each other!

(405) PmalH-ziL-hmilko:PHM  ninPL hna?H
HORT-go "11p-help kinsman  1x
Let’s you and I go help each other.

When the hortative injunction implies directional movement to perform
the action of the verb, the plural form of the directional prefix follows the
hortative prefix.

(406) PmaklH-zil-pé:LH  -nap -r
HORT-gO"1p-greet  1p 3
Let’s go visit him!

7.4. Optative. An optative verb expresses a wish that the subject
perform or persist in the performance of an action named by the verb. It
is formed by the optative word huilH and the progressive form of the verb
stem, inflected for any category of person-of-subject.

(407) huilH  hmil-guin?H -b  -re Pniu?L
may CAus-bless"P3  AFF 3 2p
May he cause you all to be blessed!

(408) huilH kuélM b -re huilM nilH
may give"p3 AFF 3 road go'ns 1s
May he give me permission to go!



The formation of Chinantec questions patterns as one would expect for
a vso language. Confirmation questions have a special higher pitched
intonational pattern at the beginning of the clause. Interrogative words in
information questions are clause-initial, without a special intonation.

A confirmation or yes-no question is formed by adding the question
word sif to a declarative clause. The constituent being questioned is
topicalized by left dislocation. The question word may be suppressed, but
not without leaving behind a perturbed intonation (here marked by /?/) on

8

Comaltepec Chinantec Questions

8.1 Confirmation questions

the constituent which follows.

(409)

(410)

(411)

(412)

PsuH  guéH?  nilkufPH zal?olL
? go's  Oaxaca tomorrow
Are you going to Oaxaca tomorrow?

2suH  sdL pulM  pnfHp
? exist"s3 meat sell’r2s
Do you have some meat to sell?

7gu6H? nilkujPH  zal?oL
go?"1s Oaxaca  tomorrow
Are you going to Oaxaca tomorrow?

?sdH yiLM  PnfHp

exist?"s3 meat sell”1s
Do you have some meat to sell?
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The negative prefix hal- or the irrealis conditional conjunction hui?H
may also be used to form a confirmation question, with the special high,
interrogative intonation. Such questions imply a positive or a negative
response, respectively.

(413) ?haH-guoH?  niLkuj?H zal?oL
NEG?-go”1s  Qaxaca tomorrow
Aren’t you going to Oaxaca tomorrow?

(414) ?haH-PinLH? hiL kéMe
NEG?-want"pzs  book ofis
Don’t you want my book?

(415) ?hu4?H  kal-balMp LLH  PniHP  kéMe
IRR? one-bunch”aFr palm sell"12s of”"1s
Don’t you have a few tepejilote palm shoots to sell me?

(416) 2hud?H ko:Lb  PilpiPH kuéHp  hniLH
IRR? one”"AFF bread give's 1s
Aren’t you going to give me a piece of bread?

Confirmation questions embedded in a clause are formed the same way
as independent confirmation questions.

(417) neM-dulup suH hallinlr hmiLH sanLtizLH
see-VOL'Plp ? come”13p day St"James
Let’s see if they will come home for the fiesta of St. James.

8.2-8.7 Information questions

In forming questions for information, the questioned constituent is
replaced by an interrogative word and topicalized by left dislocation.
Special interrogative intonation is not present in information questions.
Interrogative words include a pronoun, a numeral, and adverbs of space,
time, manner, and purpose.

8.2. The interrogative pronoun. The interrogative pronoun has two
forms, inanimate ?eLH and animate 7jLH, It may occupy any of the nominal
positions of a clause. In the illustrations which follow, X’ indicates the
normal position from which the interrogative constituent is dislocated.”
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(418) s P X L T
PLH (4l huilM  huisl  lalnaM
who? live“p3p road town now

Who is in town now?

(419) o P X
PeLH  pinlHP
what?  want"p2s
What do you want?

In the case of an embedded nominal, such as the modifier of a noun or
the object of the associative verb, there may be double dislocation—both
within the matrix clause and in the embedded construction itself. In these
particular cases, the modifer and object, respectively, are dislocated to the
left of the embedded construction, which is then also dislocated in its
entirety to the beginning of the matrix clause (two ‘X’s are required in the
labelling of such cases).

(420) oM H X] P X
PelH  malhil PinlHp
what? paper want”"p2s

Which paper do you want?

(421) associo P X] P X T
PjLH ko?PLH guéH? zalpoL
who?  with go 128 tomorrow

With whom are you going tomorrow?

The interrogative pronoun can function as an intransitive predicate to
question the identity of an (animate or inanimate) nominal.

(422) » s
piLH Lzl déM
who? REL person that
Who is that person?

(423) » ]
2elLH fel  nal
what? RrReEL that
What is that?
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There is an indefinite pronoun, with inanimate and animate forms which
would appear to be closely associated with the interrogative pronoun—r7j:L
‘who?, whoever’, and ?e:L ‘what?, whatever’. These forms occur especially
in clauses functioning as complement of a cognition verb, but may also
occupy the head of any indefinite noun phrase.

(424) hal-piMi n:L pL 23l laL
NEG-know”"sis who REL person this
I do not know who this person is.

(425) hal-piMi Pe:L hmé:Lo
NEG-know”sis what do"pis
I do not know what to do.

(426) H M[P s o ]
2iL Pniu?l PoM nd?L @M PmiPLki?LH  napL
whoever 2p have“p2p 2p two shirts“2p 2p

whoever of you has two shirts

427) o P s o
hal-pj:L niLl-si?t  -r hjPLH hanl
NEG “whoever 1MpF tell’s 3 only one
Not even one person are they to tell.

(428) o P s

hal-pe:L fué?PLH narL
NEG-whatever remove pL 12 2p
Do not remove anything!

8.3. The interrogative numeral. The interrogative numeral—ho?LH
‘how much/many?’ for inanimate nouns and hén?LH for animate
nouns—occupies the quantifier position of a noun phrase or—as in the
case of any numeral—may occur alone in nominal reference in the
absence of any other element of the noun phrase. Since the quantifier is
normally the left-most constituent of a noun phrase, no left-dislocation
occurs within the phrase itself when the interrogative numeral is present;
but the noun phrase as a whole must move to the dislocated position
within the clause. The interrogative numeral has the same form in an
embedded question as in an independent question.
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(429) siQ H ] P X L T
hénrLH tulhua?lM  (4:nlH huilM  hui:L  lalnaM
how"many? teacher live’'p3p road town now

How many teachers are in town now?

(430) o[Q H ] P X
horLH moltuHL  [3H?
how"many? egg buy“12s

How many eggs will you buy?
8.4-8.7 Interrogative adverbs

There are four interrogative adverbs—of spatial location, of temporal
location, of manner, and of purpose. The constituent questioned
undergoes left dislocation, in the same manner as with the interrogative
pronoun or numeral,

8.4. The interrogative adverb of spatial location. This adverb is hieLH
‘where?’; the form for embedded questions is hiérL.

(431) M H X] P s X
hielH  huilM ro:l béPLH  kéMe
where? road lie"p3s ball of 15

Where is my ball?

(432) » L
hal-piMi hié?L  huilM  rj.L béPLH  ki:MP
NEG-know"pis where road lie"pis ball of "2
I don’t know where your ball is.

8.5. The interrogative adverb of temporal location. This adverb is
[iLH ‘when?’; the form used for embedded questions is /7L,

433) T P L X
liLH  guén?H huilM  ki:M?
when? go*home " road  of"2s
When are you going home?
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(434) » 0
hal-piMj ek guén?H huilM  ki:M?
NEG-know"pis when go*home’rs road of 2
I do not know when you are going home.

8.6. The interrogative adverb of manner. This adverb is hialLH ‘how?’;

in an embedded question its form is hialL.

(435) ma P S 0 X
hiallH  hmopiM z3L fel lal
how?  assemble”p3 person REL this
How do people make this?

(436) r MA[MA P s o] X]
hal-piH hialL  géPLM  z3L fel  Polhui’l lal
NeG-know how eat"p3 person REL fruit this

It is not known how people eat this fruit.

8.7. The interrogative adverb of purpose, This adverb has
complex form hialLHIi/PLM ‘why?’; its embedded form is hialLli?LM,

(437) PURPOSE GROUND
hialLHI[PLM  hal-ké?L fel  Polhuiil  laL
why? NEG-eat”p2s REL fruit this
Why do you not eat this fruit?

(438) p 0
hal-piH  hialLlli?LM  géPLM  z3L Pel  Polhui:L Jal
NEG-know why eat’p3 people REL fruit this

It is not known why people eat this fruit.

the



9
Comaltepec Chinantec Prepositions

The Chinantec forms treated in this chapter correspond both to the
prepositions and to certain subordinating conjunctions of many traditional
statements. The difference between these two categories in such
traditional presentations is probably best summed up in terms of
conjunctions subordinating clauses while prepositions subordinate words
and phrases. This distinction is not clear in all Chinantec
subordinators—some may subordinate clauses as well as words or phrases.
It is also true that each subordinator is ultimately unique in respect to the
objects it subordinates and the grammatical roles it may play. For these
reasons and because this study is only one of many which are planned to
appear in this series treating several related Chinantec languages, these
subordinators are discussed here in a single chapter, somewhat arbitrarily
labelled Comaltepec Chinantec Prepositions.

9.1. Prepositions, Comaltepec Chinantec is a prepositional language,
conforming to the normal pattern of a vso language. A number of
preposed grammatical markers have been described elsewhere in this
study—§3 mentions conjunctions which introduce interrelated clauses and
the associative verb which marks accompaniment or instrument within the
clause, §4 mentions the allocational noun and prepositional nouns, which
act like prepositions although they are easily considered inalienable nouns
with possessor constituent following them. These latter are dealt with in
the second part of this chapter, but this first section summarizes a
narrower group of words, most of which have been mentioned above, but
all of which subordinate spatial- or temporal-locative material within the
clause, namely, the forms listed in (439).
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(439) milH- ‘when’
lieLH ‘while’
karL ‘until’
liLH ‘where’
HLM ‘to’

The first three of these preposed subordinators are temporal in
reference. The first, miLH- ‘when’, is proclitic in form and seems to always
subordinate a clause, marking a point in time when the action named by
the subordinated clause has taken place.

(440) p o o T[PREP P ]
hmé:lo PiH  PniglM  milH. kal-niu:L
make“pis care house when psT-dark®c3
I guard houses after it gets dark.

(441) » L[PREP P s 1
kal-hndM  milH. kal.géeM hanL  zalmil
psT-dawn"c3 when psr-arrive”c3 one  woman
It dawned when a woman arrived.

The second subordinator, 2ieLH ‘while’, indicates a period of time during
which an action or state existed or was in process (as opposed to a point
in time). This preposition seems to subordinate a wider range of
grammatical forms than milH- ‘when’.

(442) T P s L
PielH poMo  nilkuipH polM -0  hélH  PnigtM
while go“cis Oaxaca go“pis 1s among house
While I went to Oaxaca, I was going among the houses.

(443) s P T
hal-loLmili  milM.siL  PieLH hmiLH hol
NEG-sandle“1s PERF exist"s3 while day that

I did not yet have sandles in those days.

The third subordinator, karL ‘until’, indicates the end point of a period
of time occupied by a process or state as being that indicated by the
occurrence of the action stated by the clause it subordinates.
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(444) p (o] T[PREP P 5 1
bila  molgilH -re? karL  nil-hg:nM  -ne?
hit"pis head”s animal until mMpr-die”13  animal

I am hitting its head until it dies.

(445) L P s T
holLb niLhgH ni?L kark talH (4nlH nipL
that"aFr IMPF"stay”2 2p  until work have“p2 2p
There is where you will stay until you finish your work.

Two subordinators occasionally combine in the same construction. The
following sentence illustrates karL ‘until’ subordinating miLH- ‘when’.

(446) P s o T
hal-niL-hulH - PniglMpitl karl milH- kal-kil  -? halléPL ku:M
NEG-IMPF-€Xit"12 2s jail until when psT-pay“c2 2s PL money

You will not get out of jail until you have paid all the money.

The remaining two prepositional subordinators reference spatial
location. The first of these, liLH ‘where’, locates an action or state at a
place named by the clause it subordinates.

(447) » MODAL §
huiltM mérL kuoPL -b HLH.  kal-hinMr
road mountain bald AFF where psT-die”“c3
It was Bald Mountain where he died.

(448) Ma P s
PpiaPLM  piL.plé:M Pel [LH SiL-JufPHL
REFL"3 IMPF-heal”1s REL where SsTa-cut’ss
That cut will heal by itself.

In the following sentences, the clause subordinated by FLH ‘where’
functions as the modifier of the locative noun huilM ‘road’.

(449) » L{H PO[PREP P o 1
kal-p6Mna? huilM [[ILH  pjL-h¢?Lr Pel PniglM  doM
psT-go”clp  road where iMPr-remove’s REL house that
We went to where they would remove that house.
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(450) GRrROUND
kaL-sa?r bérLH
psT-grab”c3  vehicle

PURPOSE

Pel  poMr  huilM [[LH  pol-hmé:Lr talH
REL go"c3 road where go'c-do"c3 work
He caught the bus in order to go to work.

The second spatial subordinator, #iLM ‘t0’, subordinates a clause which
names the final location of another action involving movement of an entity
from an earlier location. This form is very likely related to the inanimate
intransitive verb #LM ‘reach’.

451) » s O L
niL-kgLM -r hallérL liH tiLM  kigM
PRF-carry’P3 3 PL flower to  nearby

They have carried the flowers to [a place] nearby.

(452) p s o L
kal-hgianM  -ne -in? LM kilpnjMH z3L doM
PRF-lower "3 3 3 to front"s person that
They lowered him to [a place] directly in front of that person.

The subordinator #LM ‘to’ may occur as the first or the second of two
prepositions occurring in sequence.

(453) p S L .
poM  -r GiLM iILH M
go"cs 3 to where far
S/he went to [a place] that is far.

(454) » s o} L T
kak-tinPLH  n4PL -rep  zilM  hmil
psT-put”in”c2 2p  animal heart™3s water

karl tiLM  kal-hpén?LM n3?L- re?
until to  pstkill"cz 2 animal
You (pl) put the animal into the water until you killed it.



Comaltepec Chinantec 103

9.2, Prepositional nouns. In addition to the subordinators treated
above as prepositions, Chinantec also has a small subset of inalienable
nouns, introduced briefly in §4.6, which function like locative prepositions.
The example given in §4.6 is repeated here—the inalienable noun meaning
‘face’, as in nilH z3L ‘person’s face’, is commonly used locatively with an
inanimate possessor to mean ‘on the surface of’, as in niLH mesLH ‘on the
table’,

(455) » LH PO ]
giaMa nilH  meslH
put“pis face™s table
I put them on top of the table.

This use of inalienably possessed nouns is an important feature of
Chinantec for locating referents in the way many languages do by the use
of true prepositions. There are two sets of these nouns—those which
name body parts and can generally occur with enclitic forms of pronouns
as well as with full noun phrases as possessor, and those which only occur
with noun phrases as possessor. Nouns of the first sort, naming body parts,
are presented first in (456) and illustrated in the paragraphs which follow.

(456) nilH ‘face of’ - ‘on top of
M ‘lower leg of — ‘at the foot of
ZilM ‘heart of’ — ‘inside of’
oM ‘mouth of’ — ‘at the mouth of
kiLniiM ‘space before’ — ‘in front of’
kaLlj:HM ‘space behind’ — ‘behind, outside of’
molgilH ‘head of’ - ‘at the head of’
moLkorLH ‘back of’ - ‘on the back of’

The noun nilH ‘face of has been illustrated above, but an additional
example is as follows.

457) »p S LH PO |
kal-hme?lM .y  niLH hiL
psT-write’cs 3 face”s paper
S/he wrote a book.

The noun #i*M indicates the lower leg from the knee to and including the
foot of a human or animal.
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(458) » s LH PO ]
kaL-piM hmi:L M Pel  PniglM goM
psT enter"c3 water foot"s REL house that
Water entered the foundation of that house.

(459) LH MH PO | P so
huilM M mo6PLb kal-sinL  -r ganM PjL z3L  doM
road foot mountain"AFrF PsT"send”c3 3 two REL person that
It was from the foot of the mountain that he sent those two men.

The noun ziLM ‘heart of names the upper body cavity or, figuratively,
the seat of emotions. In its preposition-like use, it references interior
space. In (460) this inalienable noun phrase is modifier of the locative
noun huil¥ ‘road’,

(460) p s L
kaLlin?M -r huilM zilM  guipM doM
psT"experience’cs 3 road heart"s church that
S/he experienced it inside that church.

(461) r s L
nilziLtinpLH -r zilM  hallén?L 0L kuH doM
IMPF"GO'BE’IN'I3p 3 heart”s PL REL pig that

They (spirits) will go into those pigs.
The noun ?0:M ‘mouth of’ can reference most any orifice.

(462) » s 0

niLhniM -r Pel PolPnigH déM
PR close’ s 3 REL mouth*house that
She will close that door.

(463) p s L

kaL-poL-tanpLH-} -re zilM  PolLto;HL L doM
PST-go"c3-insert"3-aFF 3 heart”3s mouth"hole tomb that
S/he was placed inside of that cave-like tomb.

The form kilnifiM is based on the word ‘face’ and means ‘face-to-face, in
front of’.
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(464) r 0 L{H PO 1
nil-hmé:LHe  hi:H  kiLniiM  z3LggLH
iMPF-make”11s word before  council
I will speak before the town council.

(465) P s o L
kaL-gialM -r  guiLl kilniH ~ n4?L
pst'spread"cs 3 advice before™2 2p
He spoke his counsel before you all.

(466) » s O L
nithméM  -r (alH  kilpijMH  fi:LHy
iMPF"do"3s 3 work before boss™3
S/he will do work for his/her boss.

In its prepositional use, the noun kalli:HM conveys a meaning of
‘behind’ or ‘outside of’ an object.

(467) L P L{H PO]
doMb sin?LMy  kally:HM .p
there*arr stand”s3s behind 2%
There he stands, behind you.

(468) Lum PO 1P s
kally:HM  pel  hiL  doM né:M  halléPL hmilré:M
behind REL book that lie"ss pL sodapop

The sodapop is behind that book.

(469) p s o L
kal-ménM  baM -a hannl mi?L kalli:Ly
PST-see’Cls AFF 1s oOne snake behind"1s
I saw a snake behind me.

The noun molgiLH ‘head of has, in its prepositional use, the meaning ‘at
the head of’.

(470) T P s L
ko:L ne?LH kaLl-guénM z4L molgilH huilM  mo?LpialM
one time pst-arrive"cs person head road"s Comaltepec
Once the governor came to Comaltepec.
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471) »p s T
niL-hg?PH zdL molgilH  Pmi'M  hj:L  piL-piL
IMPFremain’3  person  head new year IMPF-enter”3

A new president/governor will take office next year.

The noun molko?LH ‘back of, in its prepositional use, locates an object
‘on the back of another object.

472) p s L{H MH PO |
se:nL hanL  hilM  huilM molko?LH PiHP
exist"ss one  spider road back™s tortilla“2s

There is a spider on the back of your tortilla.

“473) r s L
sak  gui?LM  huilM molkoPLH guoLHr
exist"s scar road back"of hand":

S/e has a scar on the back of histher hand.

The remaining prepositional nouns, not specifically body parts, are
presented in (474) and illustrated below. These nouns are not generally
able to occur with enclitic pronouns as possessor, but must have a noun
phrase possessor following them.

(474) gisH ‘in midst of’
hé:LH ‘among, within, during’
ka?LM ‘beside’
kigeM ‘near’
nigs’M ‘under, before’
zerL ‘on the side of

Pui:LH ‘at foot of
Pni?L ‘edge’

The noun gi4H ‘in the midst of’ is used to locate an object within the
scope of a larger object, the scope being either spatial or temporal.

(475) » s LH PO |
nif-kal-t6?L  PeL hiL  doM gidH  huilM
PrRr-psT-fall’c3a REL book that midst road
That book had fallen along the way [in the road].
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The noun hé:LH ‘in the midst of speaks to an object being located
among a group of other objects. It has both spatial and temporal uses. It
sometimes occurs as laLhé:HM,

476) r L{H PO |
poMor  hélH  fufLH
goclp among firewood
We went to get firewood.

477y TH PO ] P s
hé:LH  hmilPliLH  hallinl  hallén?L  z3L hui:L
among day“dead come’p3p PL person town

During All Souls’ Day, the townspeople return home.

478) p TH PO PO |
hal-ni:LHj  lalhé:HM  zalpoL PieLM
NEG-g0"1ls among tomorrow day”after"tomorrow

I will not be going tomorrow or the next day.
The form ze?L ‘side of references a verticle surface.

(479) p o] LiH PO[H PO 1]
nil-t¢?lna? LM hyilM  zePl  piepl
IMPR-paint"nip color road side wall
We will paint the wall.

The form ka?LM ‘side of has spatial reference to the area adjacent to
some object.

(480) p LH PO ]
ginlHn  ka?lM Pel gélM  doM
sit"pis  beside REL lake  that
I live by that lake.

The form ni?M ‘underneath, before’ speaks of the under side of an
object or of ‘prior’ time.
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(481) » o) L{H PO ]
nik-?miMa holpil niu?M el Pmal nal
iMpr-guard"nis key  under REL wood that
I will hide the key under that wood there.

(482) » o LH PO ]
kal-?malMy hil  kidPMr nigPM  milkuiH
psT-guard"cs book of3  under corn
He hid his book in a pile of kernelled corn.

(483) r s TH PO ]
PiL gil gui?H  nig?M  hmilPliLH
hang®ps air cold before day“dead
The cold winds blow before All Souls’ Day.
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Modal Adverbs

There are nine adverbs which modify the action of the verb in a
quantitative or qualitative way. When postposed to a verb, they intervene
between the verb and any pronoun which might otherwise be adjacent to
the verb. If the pronoun is enclitic, it combines closely with the modal
adverb and the adverb may exhibit tonal inflection for person in the same
way found in verbs and inalienable nouns. The modal adverbs are listed in
(484) and discussed one at a time.

(484) gL  (courtesy) ‘please’
dul-  (volition) ‘intend’
M (repetition) ‘again’
tdL (momentary) ‘awhile’
hiulH (diminution) ‘a little’
bi#  (continuation) “still’
gf  (augmentation)  ‘further’
b4rPH (affirmation) ‘yes’
IiLM  (excessive) ‘much’

10.1. The courtesy modal adverb g¢L. This adverb is enclitic in form
and is used when asking a superior for a favor. It does not occur with a
range of enclitic pronouns associated with it and, therefore, only has one,
nonvariant phonological form.

(485) »p MODAL O voc

hmeM  ggL huén?LM  PolMp  kgLboLH
make"! cour  big heart*2s cofather

Please be patient, cofather.

109
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(486) p MODAL O
niLH goL? el PolPnigH |al
open"2 CoUR'2s REL door this
Please open this door!

10.2. The volition modal adverb dul. This adverb only occurs immedi-
ately following a verb, but not a completive-aspect verb. It indicates
intention, urging, purpose, or desire on the part of the subject of the verb.

(487) » MODAL §
guinM duM  -u
sleep®P1s  voL"1s  1s
I intend to sleep.

(488) » MODAL S MA
’man?lM  duM u PMinM
thank™1s  voL"is much

I really want to thank you alot.

10.3. The repetition modal adverb M. This adverb indicates that an
action is a repetition of an earlier like action. It undoubtedly derives from
the inanimate numeral M ‘two’. It occurs only following verbs.

(489) r MODAL s T
kups'L M -w  lal?el
run*pl REP 1s morning

I am running again in the mornings.

(490) » MODAL § L
zillinM M -r huilM  njlkyji?H
gO"P3p  REP 3 road Oaxaca

They are going again to Oaxaca.

10.4. The momentary modal adverb tiL. This adverb is, more general-
ly, a temporal adverb meaning ‘briefly’ and functions like other temporal
adverbs as the temporal constituent of a clause, as in (491); but it may also
occur directly following a verb with all the formal characteristics of an
enclitic modal adverb, as in (492).
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(491) » S T
guink  -r kaltiL
sleep®p3 3 briefly
S/he sleeps for a brief time.

(492) p MODAL § T
kal-k¢H taL -a?  ziLrlo:M
psT-play“cip MoMm 1p  last"evening

We played briefly yesterday afternoon.

The momentary modal adverb may be used to soften a request.

(493) nEG P MODAL § 0 o
PhaH-kuépH (il .p hndlH pala  ki:MP
?°NEG-give"12 MOM 25 Is shovel of"2s

Won’t you loan me your shovel briefly?

The remaining modal adverbs are not restricted to following verbs, but
may follow all other classes of words. They tend to appear more
commonly than the first four and indicate a degree of topicalization or
perhaps even mark a constituent as a predicate.

10.5. The diminution modal adverb AiulH. This adverb is derived from
an ordinary manner adverb which has both a long form hii:LH and a short
form hiulH ‘a little’, with no apparent difference in meaning between the
two. In its modal function, it invariably takes the short form and expresses
politeness or focuses more literally upon a smallish size or quantity. It may
follow other parts of speech as well as verbs.

(494) » s{Q H MODAL D |
kaL-ko:L fel Pmal hiulH  doM
PST-burn“c3 REL tree DIM that

That bush burned.

(495) » $|Q H M|COMP P MODAL MODAL § ]}
PiunM  hanl PiePlylM  PL pinpH b hiuld @
be"in“p3 one tiger REL small  AFF DIM

A smallish tiger was there.
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(496) p MODAL S O
PnlH  hiygM .y Pel hmilpiHM  déM
likept DIM"1s 1s REL food that

I sort of like that food.

Like the momentary model, the diminution adverb may be used to
soften a request.

(497) NeG P MODAL § O o
?haH-kuépH  hiulH .7 hnilH piH?
7°NEG-give"12 DIM"2 25 1s tortillas”2s

Won’t you give me some of your tortillas?

10.6. The continuation modal adverb biH. This adverb indicates that
the action of a verb continues in progress. When used with other parts of
speech, it may have this continuing aspect also.

(498) p MODAL S
higonlH bt -
child CONT 1s

I was (am) still a child.

(499) » MODAL S T
silmi'nH biH -r  milH-kal-kin?Llr  guélr
young'lady conNt 3 when-psT-join"c3 hand”3
She was still a young lady when she got married.

(500) p MODAL §
hndlH piH  PiL  sil séH
1s CONT REL name’s3 Joseph

I continue to be the person named Joseph.

(501) » MODAL §
bi bit zilM nik kéHe
strong coNT  heart”s mother”is of"is
My mother is still strong.



Comaltepec Chinantec 113

(502) » MODAL s
kaL-pitM  biH .y
psT-walk"c3 cont 3
She can still walk.

10.7. The augmentation modal adverb gi#i. This adverb is also used
with several parts of speech, one of its uses being to form comparative
statements. It is used more often than any other modal except the
affirmation modal b4?H (§10.8).

(503) p slQ MODAL H ]
kal-guillinM  ginM  git 24Llpiu?L
pPST-arrive'cip two AUG man

Two more men arrived.

(504) » MopAL s
ti:l gt maPH  kiagPM  Pmalki-HL
thin auc leaf  of"s pine tree
The leaves of pine trees are thinner.

(505) » MODAL S MA
kal-litM  giHl -7 lalkgPL  hndlH
PST-get"c2  AUG 2 than 1s
You got more than 1.

(506) » MODAL §
. 4 .

ni:lH  giH -i

go 1 AUG 1s

1 will be going further.

10.8. The affirmation modal adverb bd?H, This adverb is the most
frequently used of all the modal adverbs, able to occur following any part
of speech. It is used to express prominence, agreement, or assertion. Its
reduced (enclitic) form is -b. As is true of the other modals which may
follow verbs, enclitic forms of pronouns are postposed to the affirmation
modal, modifying its phonological form.
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(507) » MODAL § T
ni:tH  baM .3 zalpoL
go'ns AFF'1s 1s tomorrow
Yes, 'm going tomorrow.

(508) ma MODAL P L
zén?L HM b LM pELH  hyitl
very silently AFF hang“p3 among town

It was very silent in town.

When a constituent is topicalized by left dislocation, either form of the
affirmation modal adverb may be added to the last element of the
constituent. The modal adverb predicates this constituent.

509 1 MODAL P o
laL-7j:M niaM  barH kal-gurLlu kalhuélH
PsT"sound nine  AFF psT-drink"c1s  coffee

It was at nine o’clock that I drank my coffee.

(510) o MODAL P
silnig:H  -b ninLMr
inside AFF sit“s3p

Inside is where they sit.

When a relative clause follows the affirmation modal, the relative word
is reduced to the same enclitic form -in? as for the third-person pronoun
when it is the second of two enclitic pronouns (§3.13 & §5.1, fn).

(511) » MODAL S[COMP P s o ]
PL zilmiL nal b -in?  kal-kuélM @ hmilgiulM gt
REL woman that AFF  REL PST-give"c3  much AUG

It was that woman who gave more.

(512) » MODAL S[COMP P s L ]
kal-min?lH  silmin?L  laL -b -in?  senk @ kéMe
one-measure young“'man this AFF REL exist's3s  of s

Only this one young man exists of mine.

Up to three modal suffixes may be added to a single word. In the case
of a verb, the verb form is internally inflected for all persons and aspects,
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but the enclitic pronoun follows the final modal adverb. The volition and
courtesy modal adverbs always occur alone. The diminution modal always
occurs last when two or three modals occur together.

(513) p MODAL MODAL MODAL § T
kal-PalL b  gfL hiuM  -u  hiPLH koL semestre
PST-enter"cl CONT  AUG DIM'1s 1s only one semester
I continued a little longer for only one semester.

(514) T P MODAL MODAL §
laL?j:M PniltM  piL.z4pH -b M -na?
psT sound”s3 three FuT-go“home*up AFF REP 1p

At three o’clock we will go home again.

10.9. The excessive modal adverb /iLM, This adverb indicates that an
action occurs to an excessive degree.

(515) » MODAL § O
hol-guiLl-hmiLhuén?LM [LM .y  Pniyl
NEG-DIR-worship“13 EXCESS 3 2

They must no longer idolize you so much.

(516) » MODAL § O
hméM liLM -r huilpiH
make’P3  EXCESS 3 sadness
S/he is so very sad.

10.10. Modal adverbs with enclitic pronouns. Modal adverbs have
been illustrated throughout this study with following enclitic pronouns
which, in some cases, affect the phonological form of the adverb. There
are just two basic tone patterns in this context; they are illustrated in this
section in the form of two prototypical paradigms.

The courtesy modal adverb does not occur with all of the enclitic
pronouns and the excessive modal adverb has only been observed with
third-person pronouns; but the other modals may occur with any of the
enclitic forms of the pronouns. Following are examples of the two basic
tone patterns which the modal adverbs carry when inflected for the enclitic
pronoun. The repetition, momentary, continuation, and augmentation
modal adverbs are inflected in the following way for the enclitic pronouns,
as indicated by means of the repetition adverb.
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(517) niLH
guorH
zéM
zéH
guiLli:nL
zilli:nL
zéM
ziLli:nL

tifu
tHp
tMr
iMu?
My ?
M
tiMre?
HiMre?

I go again.

You (sg) go again.
S/he goes again.

We go again.

You (pl) go again.
They go again.

The animal goes again.
The animals go again.

Judi Lynn Anderson

The affirmation, diminution, and volition modal adverb is inflected for
the enclitic pronouns as follows.

(518) ni:LH
guoH
zéM
zéH
guilli:nL
ziLli:nL
zéM
ziLli:nL

baMa
baH?
-bre
baMa?
bgMa?
-bre
-bre?
-bre?

Yes, I go.

Yes, you (sg) go.
Yes, s/he goes.

Yes, we go.

Yes, you (pl) go.
Yes, they go.

Yes, the animal goes.
Yes, the animals go.
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Hodiernal past 8f

Hortative 91f

Identification 34

Identity 34, 95

Idioms 56

Imperative 89-91

Imperfect 8-10

Impersonal verb 36

Inalienable 62-65, 79, 85, 103-106

Inanimate intransitive 19

Inclusive 72-75, 77

Increase of transitivity 25

Indefinite 60, 96

Inflection 5-7

Information questions 94-98

Injunction 89-92
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Intentive 8
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Interrogative 30, 48, 93-98

Interrogative adverbs 97f
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Interrogative pronoun 94-96
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Merrifield 3, 23
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Noun phrase 55-70

Numerals 58-60, 110

Optative 92

Palatalization 2

Past 8f
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Positional verbs 27, 35
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Postposition 34

Predicate 33-35
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Protasis 47-49

Pseudodirectional 17, 26

Purpose 44f, 47, 98

Quantifiers 58-61, 96f

Questions 93-98

Reciprocal 79, 91f

Reduction of transitivity 17, 26
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Sequences of sentences 23
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Solitary action 77f

Source 25
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Subordinate clauses 99-103
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