Vitaceae : The Grape Family
Plants of the Vitaceae are woody shrubs (sometimes deciduous), herbs, stout trees and mostly frequently vines with swollen or jointed nodes (leaf growth site).  Many vines are tendril climbers, with tendrils (clasping, twining, slender outgrowth that helps support plant) set opposite leaves.  Tendrils are either modified stems or inflorescences and support the plant by forcing itself into crevices or by expanding into large sticky tissue balls that adhere to a supporting structure.  Leaves are opposite, spiral and simple or palmately to pinnately compound, lobed or veined, and often coarsely serrated with stipules present.  Stems are often lenticellate (with corky spots on surface) and the bark is often flaking; both have tannins.  The inflorescence is cymose (broad, flattish and terminal), racemose (flowers supported by tiny stalks on an elongated axis) or on a panicle (irregularly compound with flowers supported by tiny stalks), generally arising opposite the leaves, with small actinomorphic (dividing into symmetrical halves) and unisexual or bisexual (with both pistil and stamens) flowers.  Petals, 4 or 5, often valvate (edges meet without overlapping) often falling off as a hood upon opening of the bud.  Sepals are usually 4 or 5 and reduced into a fused toothed cup-like structure.  Stamens are equal and opposite petals, usually 4 or 5.  Pistil is comprised of 2, 3 to 6 united carpels with 2 ovules per locule.  Ovary is superior with a hypogynous (beneath the ovary) disk present.  There is also a prominent nectar disk, in a ring formed between the ovary and stamen.  Pistil has 1 style and a sometimes capitate (shaped like a head) stigma.  Fruit is a 4-seeded berry with ruminate (coarsely wrinkled surface) and oily seeds.
There are about 12 genera and 700 species in the Vitaceae family.  They are extensive throughout warm climates and most diverse in tropical and subtropical regions, and also found in temperate regions.  Major genera include Cissus (350 spp.), Cyphostemma (150 spp.), Vitis (60 spp.), Ampelopsis (20 spp.) and Parthenocissus (15 spp).  Many species provide an extremely important food source, including the genus Vitis that provides table grapes, raisins, currants, and wine grapes (Vitis vinifera), which were originally cultivated in the Mediterranean for centuries.  Cissus cirrhosa also provides a fruit that  is popularly eaten.  Several species are popular as climbing garden ornamentals, such as the Virginia creeper (Parthenocissus quinquefolia) and Boston ivy (Parthenocissus tricuspidatus), while Cissus and Rhoicissus sp. provide other popular house plants.   The Virginia creeper was used by Native Americans in a plant tea to treat jaundice, a root tea for gonorrhea and diarrhea and in a leaf tea for swellings and used as an astringent, but the berry can be toxic and like many other species, contains a skin irritant.  .  The Vitis leaf tea is also used to treat diarrhea and stomach aches and applied externally for fevers.  Species of Ampelocissus africanus have fruits that are eaten as well, while the leaves of Ampelocissus heterophylla and Cissus gracilis are boiled and eaten.  In Tanzania, Cissus integrifolia stems exude a clear sap that is used as a drink, and the Cissus quadrangularis and Vitis quadrangularis leaves and young shoots of India are eaten as greens.
To date five species of this family have been collected in the Oapan, San Juan Tetelcingo, and Ameyaltepec area, belonging to the genera, Ampelocissus (1 species), Cissus (3 species), and Vitis (1 species). The two vines named kókoroní:tah by the Oapan consultant, Silvestre Pantaleón, were so called because of their tendency to grow like a crown on the top of other plants.

The following members of this family have been documented in sources consulted on Guerrero flora: Ampelopsis mexicana, Cissus cacuminis, Cissus martiniana, Cissus sicyoides, Cissus subtruncata, Cissus trifoliata, Cissus tuberosa, Parthenocissus quinquefolia, and Vitis cinerea.
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