Verbenaceae : The Vervain or Verbena Family
Plants of the Verbenaceae family are herbs, shrubs or trees and seldom lianas.  Herbaceous plants are often very aromatic, and tend to have quadrangular stems, sometimes with prickles or thorns.  Leaves are usually opposite or whorled, and simple or sometimes lobed or deeply dissected; stipules are lacking.  Flowers are bisexual (with both stamen and pistil), zygomorphic (divided by one plane of symmetry) and hypogynous (with petals and sepals free from and situated below ovary).  Inflorescence usually appears racemose (flowers supported by tiny stalks on an elongated axis) or spicate (sessile flowers simply arranged along an elongated axis).  The sepals are usually 5 joined along margins, sometimes thorny and with surrounded by a colorful involucre (collection of bracts surrounding a flower).  Petals are usually 5, and joined or overlapping along margins with a narrow tubular shape that abruptly spreads open; petals are bilabiate (with 2-lobed upper lip and 3-lobed lower lip) sometimes appearing like 4 petals due to the fusion of upper pair.  4 stamens are found in two pairs of unequal lengths, and usually fused to the corolla tube.  A single compound pistil with a single style and 2-lobed stigma is comprised of 2 carpels with 2 locules, sometimes appearing 4-locular due to false septa (partition), each holding a single ovule.  The ovary is superior sometimes appearing lobed with a nectary disk present around the base of the ovary in several species.  Fruit is usually a drupe or nutlet, but can be a schizocarp (split into one-seeded portions) splitting into 2 or 4 nutlets enclosed by persistent calyx (sepals).  Embryo is straight and oily with little to no endosperm.  Plants often have very showy flowers that attract and are pollinated by bees and flies.  Fruits are often dispersed by birds.
The Verbenaceae family has about 75 genera and 3000 species found in temperate to tropical to subtropical climates.  Major general include Verbena (250 spp.), Lippia (200 spp.), Lantana (150 spp.), Citharexylum (70 spp.), Stachytarpheta (70 spp.), Glandularia (60 spp.) and Duranta (30 spp.) other noteworthy genera are Aloysia, Bouchea and Priva sp.  Many members of the Verbenaceae provide many important herbs, essential oils, fruits, gums, tannins, wood and timber.  Citharexylum sp. includes an important tree that provides light firewood and is a source of wood for musical instruments.  The very important timber species, Teak (Tectona grandis) originating from India and Java, is grown throughout many regions of the world and is used in shipbuilding and for products such as furniture.  Vitex celebica and Petitia and Premma spp. also produce important wood and timber.  Species of Lippia, Verbena and Priva are used in herbal teas, yield essential oils or edible tubers.  Vitex agnus-castus (chaste tree) and Lippia citriodora (lemon verbena) are sources of valuable oil and used in modern herbal remedies to treat hormonal imbalances and are also grown ornamentally for their scented foliage.  Species of Duranta, Lantana, Petraea, Stachytarpheta, Clerodendrum, Verbena and Glandularia provide many cultivated ornamentals as well.
To date five species of this family have been collected in the Oapan, San Juan Tetelcingo, and Ameyaltepec area, belonging to the genera, Lantana (3 species), Stachytarpheta (1 species), and Verbena (1 species).

The following members of this family have been documented in sources consulted on Guerrero flora: Lantana camara, Lantana hispida, Lippia alba, Lippia graveolens, Priva mexicana, Stachytarpheta cayenensis, Stachytarpheta incana, Vitex mollis, and Vitex pyramidata.
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