Sapindaceae : The Soapberry Family
Plants of the Sapindaceae are mostly trees and shrubs and vines with climbing tendrils.  They often contain tannins or saponins (glycoside compound with foaming action) and are variously hairy plants.  Leaves are usually alternate or opposite, palmately or pinnately compound, trifoliate (having leaves in threes) or unifoliate (having a single leaf); the stipules are absent except in climbing plants.  Flowers are small, actinomorphic or zygomorphic, and unisexual (with either pistil or stamen only) and/or bisexual (with both pistil and stamen) often found on same plant sometimes in cymose inflorescence (broad, flat and determinate with its central or terminal flowers blooming earliest).  Sepals are typically 4 or 5 and free or sometimes fused at the base. 4 or 5 petals are also free, commonly with basal appendages on the inner sides or petals are sometimes absent.  Stamens are distinct and in two whorls of 5 but 2 are often missing and are therefore reduced to 8 or sometimes are equal to or twice the number of calyx (sepals) lobes with distinct hairy filaments.  A single compound pistil of 2 to 3 carpels and 3 locules contains an equal number of style divisions or stigma lobes with 1 or 2 ovules in each locule; the ovary is superior.  Many species have an asymmetrical nectary disk located between stamens and corolla.  Flowers are usually fairly large and showy and pollinated by birds and many insects that feed on its nectar.  Fruit is usually a capsule or berry or schizocarp that splits into samara (dry, one-seeded winged fruit) or drupe-like (fleshy or pulpy fruit with hard inner portion) segments.  Embryo is curved or folded with endosperm lacking.  Seed dispersal is usually from birds and mammals that enjoy the fleshy tissue of many fruits.  Samara capsules or seeds that are winged are usually wind dispersed.
Members of the Sapindaceae comprise 147 genera and 2215 species.  Members are usually tropical and subtropical and some are also found in temperate regions.  Major genera include Serjania, Paullinia, Acer (which is sometimes considered in the family Aceraceae), Allophylus, Aesculus, Cardiospermum, Dodonaea, Euphoria, Koelreuteria, Litchi and Sapindus.  Major timber trees, edible fruits, oilseed crops, important ornamentals and even some toxic plants are found in this family.  One important fruit plant is Litchi chinensis or Lychee, a native of China, is a common yard tree in Honolulu grown for its popular edible fruits.  Other important tropical fruit include Euphoria (longan), Nephelium (rambutan) and the Blighia (akee) from which ripe aril, derived from the seed of the plant, is eaten.  The seeds of Melicoccus (genip) have a fleshy edible coat as do Paullinia cupana (guarana) which is used to make a caffeine beverage.  The Seri people of the Sonoran desert use the plant Dodonaea viscosa as an external remedy for aches.  It is also used in desert landscapes because it is a fast-growing, evergreen, native shrub.  Cardiospermum halicacabum and Paullinia pinnata leaf and root are irritants and are used for rubefacient (herbal medicine used on the skin) purposes.  The soap-nut-tree, Sapindus mukorossi and Soap berry, Sapindus oblongifolius have a fruit/berry that forms a lather which is used as a shampoo and soap.  Schleichera trijuga, the Ceylon Oak, yields a useful timber, edible seed and seed oil.  Serjania and Paullinia both have ecologically important species that comprise 300 of the species in the Sapindaceae family that make up lianas or climbing vines found in various tropical woodlands.
To date two or three species of Sapindaceae have been collected, one of the genus Cardiospermum and the other one or two of the genus Serjania. However, it is possible that another plant, (masa:xokotl), a wild plum tree, is also of this family.

The following members of this family have been documented in sources consulted on Guerrero flora: Cardiospermum halicacabum, Dodonea viscosa, Exothea sp., Sapindus saponaria, Serjania paniculata, Serjania triquetra, Urvillea biternata, and Urvillea ulmacea.
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