Mimosaceae
For many botanists the following characteristics of the family Mimosaceae reflect an incomplete description across subfamilies of Leguminosae.  Classifications are not always clear with many exceptions.  

Plants of the Mimosaceae are mostly woody trees, shrubs and rarely herbaceous.  

Leaves are usually alternate and bipinnately compound (with primary leaflets being again divided into secondary leaflets) and are frequently very small or reduced.  Petiole bases (leaf stalk) are usually swollen and known as pulvini, which function in orientation of the leaves (such as in the sensitive plant Mimosa pudica); stipules are present.  The inflorescence is usually a capitulum (a dense cluster of unstalked flowers) of vary small actinomorphic (radially symmetrical) flowers.  Flowers petals are valvate (meeting at the edges without overlapping) with a 5-parted calyx and corolla when in bud.  Petals are hypogynous (situated below ovary) to perigynous (situated at ovary) and sometimes fused along the base into a tube with lobes equal in size when flowering.  Stamens are 10 to many and can be free or fused into a tube or column.  Stamen filaments generally become showier than the calyx or corolla with pollen that unites into brightly colored masses.  The pistil is simple and comprised of a single style and stigma.  The ovary is superior with 2 to many ovules in a solitary locule.  The fruit is typically a legume.  The seeds have a hard coat with an hourglass shaped, a curved embryo and little to no endosperm.
40 genera and 2000 species make up the Mimosaceae.  They are found mostly in tropical and subtropical areas.  Many are concentrated in dry regions such as in the Genera Acacia.  Representative genera include Acacia, Albizia, Calliandra, Mimosa, Pithecellobium, Leucaena, and Parkia.  Prosopis is a mesquite, native to the southwestern US.  Its very hard wood is used to make furniture and charcoal.  Acacia spp. produce many important products including gum acacia, timber, scents, charcoal and forage for grazing animals in regions of Africa as well as the Americas and other regions of Asia. 
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