Burseraceae : The Frankincense Family
Burseraceae is a family of trees or shrubs with succulent stems and extensive resinous canals and aromatic resins found throughout bark and foliage.  In some species the resinous sap is under pressure within the plant secretory cavities and when a stem is broken a thin stream of sap can spurt out about 2.5 cm.  This serves as a distasteful deterrent from foraging herbivores.  Leaves are alternate, spirally arranged and compound or pinnate (divided or consisting of smaller leaflets) with a terminal leaflet.  Leaves are usually crowded at the twig tips and usually have stipules.  Inflorescence is in panicles (loose and irregular with pedicellate flowers) with flowers crowded at the ends.  Flowers are usually small and imperfect and plants dioecious (with male and female flowers on separate plants).  Perianth with distinct calyx and corolla; sepals 3 to 5 and are imbricate (overlapping) or valvate (edges meet without overlapping) with hypogynous (beneath ovary and free) disk usually present.  Petals are 3-5; and also free and imbricate or valvate.  Stamens are often whorled (arranged in circle) and equal or double in number to petals and always fertile.  Anthers sometimes versatile (turning freely on its support) and turned inward often dehiscing via longitudinal slits (breaking open to release spores).  Ovary is 3 to 5 carpeled with 1style, is superior and contains 1 to 2 ovules per 3 to 5 locules (cavity or chamber).  Fruit can be a drupe, fleshy and brightly colored or non-fleshy or a capsule usually indehiscent or sometimes dehiscent.  Endosperm is generally lacking.

The Burseraceae family is a pantropical species that contains about 17 genera and 600 species, mostly concentrated in tropical Malaysia, northeastern Africa and South America.  In lowland dipterocarp forests of Malaysia, Canarium, Dacryodes and Santaria spp. provide important wood sources and make up the principal portion of forest canopies.  Different species of Canarium, Dacryodes and Santaria are also abundant in savannah and tropical regions of Africa.  Trees and shrubs of Bursera and Protium spp. are well represented, and species of Tetragastris and Dacryodes are frequently cultivated in S. America.  The aromatic sap of the European frankincense (Boswellia sacra) and myrrh from Commiphora abyssinica and C. molmol of Somaliland are highly prized for their use in incense, perfumes, soaps and paints.  The Seri people of the Sonoran desert chew bitter fruits of the Bursera microphylla to stimulate salvation to quench the thirst.  They also use its wood in the construction of boats, while the sap is used to seal cracks in boats and pottery.  Its aromatic oils are also used in a variety of medicines to treat stingray bites.  Many Commiphora spp. of Africa have leaves that are used in a teas and wood used for building materials and for domestic uses such as spoons, tool handles, water troughs and musical instruments. The bark of Commiphora spp. provide dyes and wood of Commiphora, Aucoumea and Canarium spp. are used for fencing, firewood and other carpentry.  Other derivatives of Commiphora spp. include oil for human consumption, gum, an insecticide, important medicinals and fruit.  Several Burseraceae species provide varnish in Mexico and elsewhere. 

To date 16 species of this family have been collected in the Oapan, San Juan Tetelcingo, and Ameyaltepec area, all belonging to the genera Bursera. Of these, 15 have been identified by Nahuatl consultants with a Nahuatl name. One collected species, Bursera longipes (Rose) Standley, was not recognized as a plant named in Nahuatl.
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