Anacardiaceae: The Cashew or Sumac Family 

Members of this family are generally trees, shrubs, woody vines and some lianas.  Leaves are pinnate-compound, alternate and sometimes simple; entire to serrate and lacking stipules.  Flowers can be perfect or sometimes imperfect, hypogynous (beneath the ovary) to epigynous with 5 fused sepals, and 5 free petals.  Flowers are actinomorphic (radially symmetrical with more than one plane of symmetry) with overlapping white, green or yellow petals.  A fleshy disc holds 5-10 stamens separating the superior ovary and 1-3 widely separated styles from the stamen.  The ovary is comprised of 3 united carpels, one fertile pendulous ovary.  The fleshy disc excretes nectar that along with the small flowers and large inflorescence attracts pollinating insects.  The embryo is curved with thin to no endosperm.  The plants of the Anacardiaceae are dioecious or polygamodioecious (bisexual plants with either male or female flowers on one plant). Fruit is a drupe with resinous mesocarp, nut or samara (one-seeded, indehiscent winged fruit).  Many plants of the Anacardiaceae produce a resinous material containing urushiols (alkenyl phenols) concentrated through interior canals that can be found throughout the plant, bark or from one source area or in the form of milky sap that is irritating to the skin.  
Anacardiaceae contains about 60 genus and 600 species mainly native throughout tropical and subtropical zones of the Americas, Malaysia and Africa and with some from Mediterranean regions.  Economically important are the tannins and resins often used for varnishes as well as nuts, fruits and timber harvested from many species.  Some common genus’s that are cultivated are Anacardium (14 species), Astronium, Cotinus, Harpephyllum, Lithrea, Mangifera, Pistacia, Rhus (200-250 species), Schinus and Spondias.  Eight species of the genus Anacardium specifically the Anacardium occidentale or cashew is an important cultivated tree from the Americas whose nuts are edible when roasted, however the juice from the raw outer shell can cause skin burns.  Some species are also cultivated for ornamental purposes.  Mangifera indica or the mango is also another popular member of the Anacardiaceae.  It is one of the most commonly planted trees in Hawaii with more than 40 varieties that are grown in the area.  Its bark can also be used in tanning leather and making dye.  Other popular cultivated species include Schinus molle the pepper tree and Pistacia vera, the pistachio nut.  Various parts of the plant can also be used medicinally.  Toxicodendron diversilobum or poison oak is a common north american species and just as some people can be allergic to it, they (although less so) are also allergic to the resin of the mango fruit.  Rhus Toxicodendron or Toxicodendron radicans or poison ivy can also contains irritants to the skin as well as the western poison oak, Rhus diversiloba and poison sumac, Rhus vernix.  Some species of Rhus are known to have been cultivated for beverages.
To date seven species of this family have been collected in the Oapan, San Juan Tetelcingo, and Ameyaltepec area, belonging to the genera, Comocladia (1 species), Cyrtocarpa (1 species), Pseudosmodingium (2 species), Amphipterygium (1 species) and Spondias (2 species). Although the Linnean classification system recognizes only one species of Pseudosmodingium in the valley, many Nahuatl consultants recognize two types of kuwxio:pa:pa:lo:tl (Am), one red (chi:chi:ltik) and the other white (istá:k).
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