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which is sure to be on the 2009 Convention Tours in Palm Beach.
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President’s Message

Well it is the start of a new year
and I hope everyone had a lovely holiday
season. I thought 2007 went by fast, but
2008 just flew by. It is winter here in
California and I hope we are getting some
much needed rain. The last few years have
been very dry. In about a month, maybe
two months for some of you, it is time to
start thinking about begonias again. Don’t
worry that some of your plants may not
look their best. It is winter and begonias
look awful this time of year. They don’t
like the cold and tell you about it by
dropping their leaves. Wait until it starts
to warm up before you even think about
throwing anything away. For now look at
catalogs and try and remember what plants
you saw last year, but were not able to find
or buy. Maybe you can get a head start on
putting together your wish list.

I am sorry to say that here in Cali-
fornia we have lost another one of our
long time members. Joy Blair helped me
judge the Palos Verde show in August and
five weeks later she was gone. She was the
type that would read up on everything to
do with begonias and she had a mind like a
steel trap for remembering all their growth
habits. She loved a lot of different plants,
but I think begonia and orchids were her
favorites. We will all miss her.

May Butcholtz, our branch rela-
tions director, is starting up the Branch
Relation Newsletter again and the first
issue has already been sent out to the
national reps. Be sure and look for it and
take it to your meeting so everyone can
read the issue.

If you have not gotten your dues
in to Donna Marsheck by now, you will
begin missing issues so hurry them in.

The last thing I want to remind you
of is the convention that is coming up in
late April early May in West Palm Beach

Florida. Put the dates on your calendar
and try and come. You won’t be sorry that
you did. Florida is lovely this time of the
year, we always have a good time, and
you won’t believe the plants.

Bye for now and stay warm.

Mary Sakamoto

Holiday Greetings

A big apology to Bobbie Price,
who was the very first contributor to the
Holiday Greetings and whose name was
inadvertently left off the list last issue.
Please note that she assisted in bringing
you that holiday issue and that her greet-
ings continue into the new year!

Holiday Greetings 2008
Gold

Bobbie Price

Propagating a new
chapter: Mid-America
Begonia Society

There was a great deal of excite-
ment and enthusiasm in the room at Loose
Park Garden Center on October 11 - and
the subject was begonias. This was the
second meeting held to gauge the interest
in forming a club in the Kansas / Missouri
area and 25 people showed up hoping to
make this work. We even had begoniacs
from Topeka and Wichita make the trip to
show their support.

Attending were folks who have
grown begonias for many years as well
as novices with just one or two begonias
but a passion to learn, and of course, col,
lect more plants. The group decided t
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start with a manageable schedule of four
meetings for the 2009 year. Those meet-
ings will be held on March 14, June 13,
September 12 and November 14. All the
meetings are scheduled from 1pm to 4pm
at the Loose Park Garden Center, 5200
Pennsylvania, Kansas City, MO. (Note:
Since a fee is charged for the room there
the group will be looking for another loca-
tion that we might be able to use free of
charge. Ultimately this may slightly alter
our schedule.)

A committee has been formed to
hammer out the details and charter for
our group. They will meet on November
15, 2008. Everyone was in full agreement
that we will want to focus on increas-
ing our knowledge of begonia culture,
nomenclature and having fun, hands-on
programs. If you are an ABS member in
the Midwest we encourage you to join our
group. Please contact Linda, 5635 Wood-
ward, Merriam, KS 66202 or by email at
begoniaskc@yahoo.com.

Linda Tamblyn

Convention 2009
Note

Convention Goers!

Airlines are making it harder to take
extra luggage. UPS shipping from the
convention will be simple and easy. For
those of you who acquire lots of wonder-
ful plants during the convention sale and
tours, UPS will be setting up right at the
hotel on Saturday to provide boxes and
packing material. You can pack your own,
or they will do it for you. They will enter
your delivery information into the UPS
computer system and ship all packages
Nt on Monday.
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Convention registration material
will go out during the first week in January.

Doris Happel

See also pages 10 and 31.

Letters to the Editor

Unidentified Begonia from
Brazil

My new region of love is the Bra-
zilan Highlands plateaus and savannas in
the State of Goias, wild cowboy country.
After wrecking two 2WD rent-a-cars on
dirt roads I decided to buy a used 2002
4WD Ford Ranger pick-up. I leave it in
Brasilia. I fly to Brasilia using air mileage
obtained from the use of my credit cards.
My mechanic shop in Brasilia is special-
ized in preparing cars for rallies so it’s
always in good condition.

I read about the Maranguape bego-
nia in the November/December 2008 issue
of the Begonian. My begonia is from near
Guaramiranga, further up the mountains
along the same road. I found a photograph
of “Begonia Ceara” at < http://www.bra-
zilplants.com/begoniaceae/begonia-ceara.
html >. All three are obviously the same
plant. (I still have my two plants from the
region but they never bloomed; I assume
they need a photoperiod, however short
in Ceard)

Best regards,

Jacques Jangoux,
Brazil

Jacques’ plant as stated in the article is
Begonia U440. Jacques sent along a
map to show the locations, but it did not
show up well when reduced in size. If
anyone wishes to see the map, I will be

happy to forward it. fh



Why it is difficult to identify a species...
by Jacky Duruisseau
Photos from Jacky Duruisseau and Charles Salamone

AFABEGO members send often to
us photos of their begonias. Some propose
them for our bulletin, Le Bégofil. Others,
many, would like that we identify their
begonias with these pictures. Let’s drop
the hybrids whose multitude complicates
matters !

It is very easy to distinguish at a
glance Begonia ulmifolia, Begonia pau-
lensis or Begonia masoniana, but in most
cases a photo of the plant is not enough for
us to determine it.

By way of proof, the following
pictures who show the same species:
Begonia susaniae Sosef (section Scuto-
begonia) we found in several forms near
Tchimbélg, in Crystal Mountains to Gabon,
on December 2003. We have remarked that
the different forms of this plant does not
cohabit in a place, we see one and only one
form of Begonia susaniae.

The scientific description of this
species was written by Marc Sosef in the
book: Begoniaceae, volume V, Sections
“Scutobegonia” and “Loasibegonia”
published by the Wageningen University
to Neerland. It shows us that a species
may be very variable. Contrary to what
we usually think, the botanical characters
of a plant are not precise. They stand often
in a bracket more or less wide, and often,
very wide !

So, we don’t recognize Begonia
susaniae only with the stem! In fact:
the stem is almost symmetrical to dis-
tinctly asymmetrical; it is usually broadly
elliptic-ovate, sometimes ovate or almost
circular; usually, it is gradually tapering
or sometimes slightly acuminate at the
top. Sizes are: 3,5/12.5x2,4/7,0 cm.
Margin is usually irregularly dentate,

sometimes more coarsely dentate or only
slightly sinuate to entire. It is ciliate or
sparsely so.

Upper surface is very variably bul-
late with a few small solitary bullae with
small clustered bullae to densely bullate
or bullate with few to many large solitary
bullae.

As for flowers, which makes up the
basis of the plant’s classification, they
are so very variable and a layman cannot
identify precisely a plant!

The petals of male flowers are yel-
low or orange outside, but sometimes
are cream-coloured when the plant is
young. Inside, they are entirely yellow
or yellow with a red patch and nerves in
the half basal. The androecium has 19-33
stamens!

The female flowers have the sam4
diversity.

So, perhaps you ask to me: “but,
have not the different forms of B. susaniae
any common features? Yes, they have:
blade leaf is peltate; fruits are pendulous
and wings are curved upwards; this bego-
nia grows near the streams or waterfalls. It
is a terrestrial plant, but we can often see
it as an epiphytic plant on mossy rocks and
trunks. It grows only in South Cameroon
and North Gabon in Crystal mountains.

In conclusion, you easily understand
that our miserable pictures do not allow to
identify begonias...Don’t be cross with us
if we cannot find the name of your favorite
plant from a photo !

However... if one day, you walk in
the rain forest in the North of Gabon, and
then you see on a river bank, a shady and
damp slope or on a mossy trunk, a begoni
with a peltate blade, with wings on frui
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Photos of Jacky
Duruisseau and
Charles Salamone
show us various
forms of Begonia
susaniae found at
different locations
in the rain forest
north of Gabon.
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with fruits pendulous, it may be that it is
a Begonia susaniae Sosef...unless it is a
Begonia lacunosa Warburg. Would you
believe it, Begonia lacunosa Warburg. ..
has peltate leaves, fruits with wings and

pendulous, grows in Gabon in the Crystal
mountains, near streams, has male flowers
that are yellow, sometimes orange outside

and yellow or yellow with a red patch and , —

red nerves on the half basal inside?

Begonia ‘Mandela’
by Michael Flaherty,
Santa Barbara, California

A few years ago I visited Australia
for the first time. The highlights of my
trip were a visit to Peter Sharp's begonia
garden at the Sydney Botanical Garden
and Ross Bolwell's begonia nursery. Pe-
ter Sharp personally gave us a tour of his
lovely begonia garden recognized as the
world's largest outdoor begonia gardens.
A collection of species and hybrids includ-
ing Peter’s hybrid Semperflorens Begonia
'Island Gem'.

Ross showed genuine Aussie hos-
pitality by picking us up at the train depot
and taking us to visit his begonia lovers,
dream nursery. I was very impressed
with the plants in Ross's first greenhouse,
a mixture of begonias growing in pots
and in the ground. In the middle of the
greenhouse was Ross's Alfred D. Robinson
Medal winner for 2002, Begonia 'Fla-
mingo Queen'. The next house was for the
rhizomatous begonias, and this house was
extraordinary because of the quality of the
plants, colors and varieties that we don't
see in the USA. The third house knocked
my socks off! It was filled with the BEST
collection of cane begonias I have ever
seen and I do get around. One in particular
caught my eye because it had almost black
leaves with many white spots and beautiful
white flowers. I asked Ross for the name
and he said it was unnamed.

Two years had passed since my visit
to Ross's nursery when I was doing some
research on begonias in South Africa. I

read about Nelson Mandela and his love
of gardening and that he was born near
Cape of Good Hope, South Africa, the
area where J.F. Dreége first found Begonia
dregei. 1t was then that I thought about the
beautiful unnamed black and white cane
begonia of Ross’s and to name the bego-
nia after the man that brought blacks and
whites together and ended apartheid.

I talked to Ross about his cross of
B. U078 x B. 'Lenore Olivier' and asked
if he would consider naming it B. 'Man-
dela'. Ross thought the name appropriate
and agreed to name the plant after Nelso
Mandela the Nobel Peace Prizewinner of
1993;

July 18, 2008 was Mandela's 90th
birthday and his foundation continues to
fight AIDS, helps many children charities
and advocates for a variety of social and
human rights organizations. This is truly
a magnificent plant to honor a wonderful
man Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela.

Nelsons Mandela's words, "To plant
a seed, watch it grow, to tend and then
harvest it, offered a simple but enduring
satisfaction. The sense of being the custo-
dian of this small patch of earth offered a
small taste of freedom." From A Prisoner
in the Garden’ a Book published in 2006
that tells about Nelson Mandela’s garden
and prison life.

Photo: Gary Hunt of terrarium fame next t0 gy
B. 'Mandela'.
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Convention 2009, Palm Beach, FL

Tours 2009
by Johanna Kitson

Growing begonias in Palm Beach
is unique from other growing climes. On
Wednesday you will see how wonderfully
Zone 10 treats begonias. Palm Beach is
a long barrier island located between the
Atlantic Ocean’s Gulf Stream Current and
Lake Worth. Yearly temperatures range
from 35° to 95°F with humidity ranging
from 55-100%. Begonias that love these
conditions thrive in our landscapes.

First, we will be touring the garden
located at the Society of the Four Arts
where Begonia popenoi grows waist
to shoulder high and Begonias U475,
thelmae, and plebja (syn. barsolouxii)
intermingle adjacent to maidenhair ferns
along the edges of the Jungle Garden
pathways. After the hurricanes, even more
begonias were added to this renovated gar-
den including Begonia ‘Maurice Amey’,
‘Sinbad’, coccinea pink and white, ‘Chal-
lenger’, ‘Manaus’, chloroneura, odorata,
‘Big Mac’, heracleifolia, nelumbiifolia,
and a few others! Begonia convolvula-
cea is growing up the trunks of a couple
of palm trees. All of these species and
hybrids thrive amongst other tropical and
semitropical plants such as Bismarkia and
oil palms, pandanas, ferns, aroids, and
exotic bromeliads. Coral pathways lead
you through eight different sub-gardens
to make one large demonstration garden.
Four water features add to the mystic and
humidity allowing Begonia longipetiolata
to grow freely along a limestone rock.

A private garden is next on the tour.
Being located right along Lake Worth al-
lows plants in this yard to have plenty of
air circulation and the needed humidity
they require. A wooden Victorian looking
shade-house contains orchids, ferns and
some succulents. Rare palms, such as a

10

very large Red Ceiling Wax palm and an ‘
Old Man palm, adorn the front of the home
and shelter the many begonias growing
beneath them. Many of these begonias
were planted after our last convention in
2000. Large beds of bromeliads, including
the newly released Alcanteria odorata,
are planted throughout this lovely prop-
erty. Along the lake a Secret Garden is
located. Many unusual and rare plants
highlight themselves at every turn in the
pathways.

A short distance down a walkway
is the Flagler Museum where touring it
will add to your knowledge of Florida
history.

Mr. Flagler developed parts of Palm
Beach and opened Florida up to the masses
by installing the first railroad. The estate
was a wedding gift to his wife.

Lunchtime offers inside or outside;
seating at a local restaurant famous for
seafood, sandwiches, salads, and definitely
not low calorie desserts...strawberry pie
and mango topped ice cream comes to
mind.

You will be glad you had that dessert
when you arrive at the next tour, as it is a
six-acre estate chock-full of horticultural
wonderment. Those calories will be need-
ed to walk around to see everything! The
owner has collected plants from around the
world and has a very good eye for design.
The front yard offers a look at the rain for-
est he has created and the back yard shows
off sun loving plants of all types. Very
large sculptures created by the owner sit in
the middle of the succulent garden.

Mounts Botanical Garden has high-
lighted all three properties you will see
on Thursday on its yearly Mother’s Day
garden tour. -
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egonia- Ricinifolia’in the
Photo by-Mary Reed

A large, beautiful, and sprawling
B. U402. Photo by Mary Reed.
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The first garden has an open look
and is full of colorful blooming sun-
loving plants. This collector’s garden is
highlighted by an arbor leading to a secret
garden, a pond with waterfall, a shade
house, and winding pathways all imple-
mented by the owner. High filtered shade
provided by palms and trees enable many
begonias to thrive.

The second garden is enclosed
overhead by tall native cypress, oak and
maple trees. Several fishponds supply
extra humidity needed for eight different
types of maidenhair ferns, 80+ begonias,
and many odd, unusual plants, such as
Angiopteris, Dorestenia, and Monolena.
Trees provide vertical gardening space
for orchids, bromeliads, shingle plants,
philodendrons, and an Anthurium ‘Bil-
lifolius rex’.

Visiting two nurseries will give you
opportunities to buy plants. Excelsa Gar-
dens, one of the nurseries that supply ex-
otic plants to the Philadelphia Plant Show,
carries succulents to tropicals. Then onto
Tropical World nursery that has a small
lake and natural bogs, complete with lotus
lilies adorning the nursery’s surrounding
landscape. Again, lot of plants!

We are then off to rest and relax
around the lunch table at the Wellington
Club.

To end the day we arrive at another
member’s garden where her acre holds
vast beds of bromeliads, palms, tropical

bamboo, butterfly plants, tropical fruits,
brugmansias, and many, many begonias.
Several of the yahoo begonia pictures post-
ed in the last year are from this garden.

After our convention in 2000, we
donated several trays of four-inch begonias
to the newly located American Orchid
Society in Delray Beach. Friday you will
see them several years later growing in the
landscape and complimenting the AOS
grounds and enclosed orchid house. The
gift shop offers many souvenirs ranging
from books to glassware.

Then we travel to West Palm Beach
to traverse Unbelievable Acres. This prop-
erty was a blank slate thirty years ago and
has developed over the years into a rain
forest of many rare and desirable plants.
The owner was a county extension agent
for 30+ years and has recently retired to
tend to his plants full time. Seeing all the
begonias in this yard will be reminiscent
of how they grow out in the wilds of the
forest. Stands of cane begonias reach
heights of ten feet and stalks are two inches‘
in diameter.

On Sunday we will trek to Miami to
indulge ourselves in yet another begonia
search visiting Palm Hammock Orchid
Estate. We will have the opportunity to
add to our collections of unusual and rare
plants once again.

Ah, yes, another convention to be
“Bewitched, Bewildered and Begonia’d.”
Hope to see you all in April 2009.

Editor’s Notes

It is difficult to think ahead to
March, but in these days in winter when
you cannot work outside, I wish some of
you who are not regular contributors would
take a few minutes to share your thoughts
about a specific begonia or begonias in
general. The March issue will have to

12

be assembled in January and the larder as
always is almost empty!

I remind everyone that when you
receive a new issue, the first day of its
date is the due date for articles to be in
the following issue. So when you open
the January/February issue you know that
items for the next one are now due.

Continued on page 1
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2009 ABS AWARDS - CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
ANN SALISBURY, AWARDS CHAIRMAN

They are the American Begonia Society’s “Magnificent Seven”. You have an
opportunity to make 7 nominations for 2009. Note that the Ziesenhenne Award criteria
has changed from its original form.

We will be joining together in Palm Beach, FL and will present the most presti-
gious and honored awards that the society hands out to its members. All of these awards
recognize the outstanding service and achievements that have been done for the national
organization by its members. You, the membership, are responsible for making the
nominations. Please take the time now to write up your nomination. The nomination
must contain the name of the award, the recipient’s name and reasons that make them
or the plant eligible for the award.

There are many worthy members that are possible winners for these awards. If
you have nominated someone in the past and they have not won, please nominate them
again. Note the new criteria for the Rudolf Ziesenhenne Award. The committee may
present only one of each of the awards each year.

I must receive these nominations by March 15, 2009. Remember the Board has
approved email nominations; however, by mail or email, one nomination per page!
Please mail all nominations to:

Ann Salisbury, Awards Chairman
P. O. Box 452
Tonkawa, Ok. 74653
Email: geneann@sbcglobal.net

)
AWARD CRITERIA:

The Herbert P. Dyckman for Service is presented to a member who has rendered
long-term or very outstanding service for the American Begonia Society above and
beyond the normal duties of a member or officer.

The Eva Kenworthy Gray Award is given for contributing original material
toward helping the rank and file members further their study of begonias.

The Alfred D. Robinson Medal of Honor is for a begonia cultivar that has been
released for at least five years and no more than fifteen. This hybrid must be registered
with the Nomenclature Department and widely distributed, and the originator of the
begonia must be a member of the American Begonia Society.

The Rudolf Ziesenhenne Award is presented to an Editor who collects and edits
the works of others for a publication either U.S. or international and: a. who encourages
a broad array of writers both scientific and practical to write and contribute articles. b.
who issues a publication on begonias that is both excellent in design and content and
which contributes to our knowledge and appreciation of begonias.

The Tim O’Reilly Award is given to a spouse who contributes so much to our
society and does not grow begonias.

The Marge Lee Award is given to a person who contributes something of a

‘niritual value toward cementing goodwill and harmony among members.
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The Gene Salisbury Award is given to a grower who exemplifies the very best
in cultural practice, but who also bring to us by their careful work the new species and
hybrids. These are growers who contribute to our society simply through their excel-

lence in growing begonias.

These awards may be received only once. The Alfred D. Robinson Medal is
presented to a cultivar and may be won more than once by a hybridizer.
Recent past recipients of these awards:

O’Reilly

Year Dyckman Award Gray Award ADR Medal Award
1995 A. Salisbury M. Blanton B. ‘Silvermist’
1996 C. Notaras K. Mounger B. ‘Sweet Diane’
1997 J. Coulat none none
1998 E. Calkins G.& A. Salisbury none
1999 G. Salisbury M. Bucholtz none
2000 M. Sakamoto F. Holley B. ‘M.Sakamoto’
2001 R.& W Macnair B. Thompson B. ‘Little Miss

Mummy’
2002 R & L Fuentes H. Jaros B.’Flamingo

Queen’
2003 J. Brown C. Lenert B. ‘Cowardly

Lion’
2004 M. Zinman C. Jaros B. ‘Black Gold’
2005 Michael Kartuz Don Miller B. ‘Holley Moon’ Tim O’Reilly
2006 Johanna Zinn Rekha Morris Charlie Lenert
2007 Howard Berg Morris Mueller ~ B. ‘River Nile’ R.L. Holley
2008 Mary Bucholtz Bill Claybaugh none Richard

Macnair
Year Ziesenhenne Award Salisbury Award Marge Lee Award
2001 Ed and Phyllis Bates
2002 Tamsin Boardman
2003 Freda Holley
2004 Karen Bartholomew and
Chuck Anderson

2005 Brad Thompson Gene Salisbury Tom Keepin
2006 Charles Jaros Cheryl Lenert
2007 Tom Keepin Bob Golden Carol Notaras
2008 Paul Tsamtsis Doug & Joyce Pridgen Donna Marsheck

Continued from page 12.

Here in Louisiana, it seems that
winter is coming early - are we into
global cooling? We had our first freeze
in October and we’ve had a couple since.
Yesterday, it was 27 degrees; this morning
it was back up to 31.

I have had seed on B. U062 this year
for the first time and I am anxious to see if

14

it germinates. Incidentally, if anyone has
a really good digital photo of this plant,
I would like you to share it with Rekha
Morris and myself; she has promised to
look at it and see if she thinks it is related
to the B. malabarica and B. dipetala plants
she has seen in India.
~ FH
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Clayton M. Kelly Seed Fund Listing

The Margaret Lee Branch,
San Diego County, CA

The seed fund is a service to members only.
1t is a privilege of your membership.

Below is the current list of seed available
from the Seed Fund. Please self pollinate
your species begonias, collect the seeds
and send them to the seed fund. We depend
on your contributions of seed to make a
wider variety of species available to the
members.

. angularis

. barkeri

. boliviensis

. carolineifolia

carrieae

. cinnabarina

convallariodora

crassicaulis

. cucullata var. arenosicola

dipetala

dregei

fischeri

glabra

. gladulosa (syn. dayii hort.)

. herecleifolia

. incarnata

karwinskyana

kenworthyae

. lindleyana

. ludwigii

B. nelumbiifolia

B. peltata

B. pinetorum (pk fl)

B. reneiformis

B. reneformis ( syn. vitifolia hort) (red
form)

’g. rotundifolia

. sericoneura

S R e R R R R R R R Rl o
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B. sikkimensis
B. tayabensis
U083

U412

B. ulmifolia
B. wallichiana

Rarely listed: $2.00/ packet

The following seeds are from Rekha
Morris’ trip to Dominica and Central
America. Please see Rekha’s article in
the Sept/Oct 2007 issue of the Begonian.
Page 178. It contains descriptions of the
listed species.

B. convallariodora

B. dominicalis (pink form)

B. glabra

B. involucrata

B. multinervia

B. oaxacana

B. sericoneura (different from Mexican
form)

B. udisilvestris

These seeds are from Rekha Morris’ trip to
India. See Rekha’s article in the Jan/Feb
2004 issue of the Begonian. Page 6.

RM-AR-415 B. aborensis

RM-AR-537 B. U545

RM-AR-488 B. silletensis subsp.
silletensis

RM-SI-310 B. dipetala
[with red veins] *

RM-SI-301 B. dipetala [with burgundy
reverse foliage] *

Continued on page 16.
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Rarely listed limited supply: $2.00/
packet

B. paulensis
B. xanthina

Hybrids: $0.50

B. ’Benigo’

B. 'Hawaiian Sunset’
Semp: Large red
Semp: Large wh/pk fl
B. “Vanderveldiana’

Packets of seeds of species and U num-
bers are $1.50. All packets of cultivars
(including open pollinated) seeds are 50¢
per packet. Very rare seeds and newly
collected seeds will be $2.00 or more
per packet. California residents please
add 7.75 % sales tax. All orders must be
accompanied by check or money order,
payable in US funds ONLY, to The Clayton
M. Kelly Seed Fund.

Please send your order with payment to:

AMERICAN BEGONIA SOCIETY
CLAYTON M. KELLY SEED FUND
Dean Turney

467 Fulvia Street,
Encinitas, CA 92024
e-address: dean@deansmail.us

Costs of mailing:

US only: 1-12 packets $1; 13-24, $1.35;
25-36, $1.71; 37-48 (2 cans), $2.30; 49-
60, $2.66.

Canada only: 1-12 packets, $1.10; 13-24,
$1.46;25-36, $1.82; 27-48 (2 cans) $2.35;
49-60, $2.71.

Mexico only: 1-12 packets, $1.15; 13-24,
$1.51;25-36, $1.87; 37-48 (2 cans), $2.50;
49-60, $2.81.

All other international mail: 1-12 pack-
ets, $1.85; 13-24, $2.68; 25-36, $3.68;
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37-48, $4.68; 49-60, $5.68.
DISCLAIMER: The seeds distributed
by the seed fund are identified as received
from the donors. The species names (in
italics) reported here are correct based
on the latest information from BEGONI-
ACEAE, Ed. 2; Golding, and Wasshausen.
Hybrid names are made consistent with the
ABS Check List of Begonia Hybrids edited
by Howard Berg dated 9/13/2005.

A special “thank you” to all of our seed
contributors.

Now available!
Copies of:

Begonia Hybridizing:
A Primer
by Freda Holley

8 1/2x 11, 72 pps.
$15* including postage

*All proceeds other than postage go to
the Millie Thompson Publication Fund.

from
Ann Salisbury,
P.O. Box 452, Tonkawa, OK

74653, Ph: 580-628-5230. Email:
geneann@sbcglobal.net

Also available:

Newly revised:

ABS Constitution
and Bylaws

$5 including postage
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Mildred Swyka 195

Greg Sytch 72, 93, 182

Linda Tamblyn 190*-1, 193

Nikki Y. Taussig 205

Mark Tebbitt 35, 90, 107

Brad Thompson 12, 16, 152,
163

Edward Thompson 53, 55%,
83

Mildred Thompson 43-4, 53,
55%, 83,129, 179, 224, 235

Cindy Traven 196

Lloyd Traven 196

Paul Tsamtis 35, 56, 174

Dean Turney 9, 10, 35, 57,
68, 102, 220

Julie Vanderwilt 3, 44, 84,
124, 150, 164, 179

Kathy Wandelmaier 220

Dieter Wasshausen 33, 58

Evelyn Weidner 3

Janet Welsh 11, 28, 70, 128

Lou Welsh 3, 5, 6, 128, 206-7

Bernie Wiener 69, 84

J.J.EE. de Wilde 231

Dianna Wilkerson 163-5,
170-2

Kenny Wilkerson 163

Ruth Wills 188

Harry Wiridinata 180

Leslie Woodriff 235

Patric Worley 71

Rudy Ziesenhenne 31, 128

Skee Ziesenhenne 56

Jay Zinman 128

Maxine Zinman 16, 30*-1,
56, 128, 169

Jeff Zinn 129
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Johanna Zinn 3,7, 9, 13, 16,
28,43, 67, 83, 98, 104,
128, 129, 140

Begonias
Cultivars

Alhambra 71

Allegro 9, 10

Amelia 152

Anniversary 10, 38, 40*

Arabelle 52

Arabian Sunset 51%-2

Argenteo Guttata 153, 181

Aruthur Mallet 50-2

Audrey Brenda 53-4*

Begonia Cultivar Page

Benigo 51%

Benitochiba 10

Bertha 184

Bettina Rothchild 50

Bill’s Beauty 110*-1

Black Gold 16

Bobie Price 173

Bonfire 7*

Buttercup 110*-2

Cachuma 110*-1

Caloundra Coast 147

Careless Whisper 8, 10

Caribbean King 106*, 109

Carmel Browne 172-3

Catalina 172

Charm 147, 221

Concord 146*

Connie Boxwell 173

Cor West 147

Corallina de Lucerna 9-10

Cowardly Lion 16

Crasklin’ Rosie 153

Dale Kramer 43, 70* 71

Dawn Davenport 8, 10, 11*

De Elegans 173

Deja Thoris 104

Doc Whiffen 68

dregei ‘Glasgow’ 11*

Eldorado 50

Erythrophylla 110*-2, 114%*,
147, 184

Faint Heart 184

Fairy 10

Fairylight 20

Faustine 52

Fiji Island Sport 172

Fiji Islands 206

Flamingo 220

Flamingo Queen 16

Freddy 4, 28*-29

Glorie de Jouy 50-2

Glorie de Sceaux 50

Grace Lucas 52

Green Luxury 147

Hazel’s Front Porch 153

Hocking Schockwave 20

Holley Moon 16, 106*, 109

It 235

Ica 71

Irene Nuss 153, 154*

Island Gem 147

Island Gem 216

Jack Golding 216

Jill Adair 216

Joy Porter 153

Jumbo Jet 52-3

Kathlynn Calvert 155

Kissimmee 10

Kit Kat 172

Lady Iris 172

Laura Englebert 52

Lenore Oliver 52

Little Miss Mummey 152

Little Miss Mummey 16

Lois Burks 172

Lomita Lady 8

Looking Glass 153

Looking Glass 153-4

Lucerne 153, 184

Lulu Bower 52

Mabel Corwin 216

Magdalene Madsen 216

Manaus 129

Margaritacea 50-2

Mary Sakamoto 16

Maurice Amey 52

Maxine Wilson 16

Melissse 52

Metallic Mist 172

Michelle Handley 74*-5

Millie Thompson 170, 172,
186

Mirage 206

Mission Bells 11*

Miyo Berger 52
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Mme. Lionnet 50

Morocco 126

Mr. Hunt 161%, 163, 170, 172

Namigo 216

Naomi Mallet 52

Nora Hansen 194

Octavie Mallet 52

O’Flaherty’s Folly 10

OK Mallet 52

Orange Rubra 36, 68

Ostyer Leaf 146*

Paul Hernandez 70*-1

Peridot 173

Persian Brocade 112-114*

Persian Flyer 216

Persian Luster 216

Pink African Violet 89, 94-5*

Pink Cloud 9

Pink Minx 51%*-2

Pink Minx 9

Pink Surprise 206

PurlyWurly 147

Raymond George Nelson 216

Red Fred 3, 8-10, 28*-29

Red Plantet 206

Ricinifolia 113-114%*, 184

River Nile 12, 16, 172, 206
‘ Roy Hartley 74

Selph’s Mahogany 114*-5,

125,184

Shirayuki 147

Silver Sal 147

Silvermist 16

Small Change 170-3

Sophie Cecile 153-4*, 170,

195

Stars and Stripes 167*

Strawberry Creme 10

Sweet Diane 16

Taylor Anne 184

Tiger Kitten 10

Tingley Mallet 50-1%-2

Tiny Gem 206

Titan 147

Tom Ment 172

Torch 153

Trilby Gem 216

Triplet 184

Tuti Siregar 103, 212-3*-4,
240*
Typhoon Tango 216

Vanderveldianna 36
Venetial Red 216
Venetian Red 216
Venus 74

Wild Irish Rose 54
Worley’s Wonder 172
Yorke’s Delight 147

Species

acaulis 32

zcerifolia 32

acetosa 32, 138, 181, 212

acetosella 32, 87*

acetosella var. hirtifolia 87%,
90, 92, 155

acida 32, 138

aconitifolia 32

acutifolia 32, 138, 147, 221

acutiloba 49

admirabilis 32, 138

affinis 138

albococcinea 32

albomaculata 32

albo-picta 32, 138, 152, 221

alice-clarkiae 32

alnifolia 32, 221

amphioxus 32, 99%, 173

ampla 32

angularis 138, 144

angularis 32, 49

angulta 49

annulata 32

ant-siranensis 32

aptera 32

arborensis 88, 92, 155

arborescens var oxyphylla
32,49, 138, 139, 144

areolaa 32

aridicaulis 32

asplenifolia 32

atricha 32

bamiensis 115, 116*

barkeri 32. 36, 49, 112, 138

beccariana 32

beddomei 32, 138

bipinnatifida 32

biserrata 32

bogneri 9-10, 32, 172

boisiana 32, 138

boissieri 32
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boliviensis 32, 36, 68

boliviensis ‘Bonfire’ 7*

bonii 116

bowerae 32

bowerae var, major 32, 83%,

112

bowerae var. nigramarga 32,
206

bowerae var: roseiflora 32

bradei 32

breedlovii 121%, 123, 131,
135*

breverimosa 32, 138,

148-9%
163, 172

brevirimosa subs. breveri-
mosa 7*

bufoderma 32, 49, 138

burkillii 32, 88

calcarea 32

canstaneifolia 138

capensis 32

capillipes 32

cardiocarpa 32, 49

carolineifolia 32, 36, 138, 11

carpinifolia 32

carrieae 32, 36

cathayana 32

cathcartii 86, 91*-2

cavallyensis 32

chingii 32

chitoensis 32, 138

chivatoa 32

chloroneura 32

chlorosticta 32, 126-7%,
206-7*

ciliobracteata 32, 49

cinnabarina 32, 192

circumlobata 32

cirrosa 115

coccinea 32, 36, 144, 147

comata 32, 138

conchifolia 32, 138

conchifolia var. rubrimacula
32, 126-7% 138

convallariodora 102

convolvulacea 32, 49, 138,
144

cooeri 32

corallina 32

cordata 32

coriacea 32
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coursii 32
crassicaulis 32, 36
crassirostris 32
crenatacrispula 32
critobalensis 32
cubensis 32, 138
cucullata 32, 49, 138, 181,
221
cucullata var. arensicola 32,
36, 221
cucullata var. cucullata 36,
221
cucullata var. spatulata 221
curtii 81% 68-9*
decora 32
deliciosa 32, 138
dentatiloba 32
denticulata 49
depauperata 32, 49
descoleana 68
dewildei 32
diadema 32, 106*-7, 144, 221
dichotoma 32, 49, 138
dichroa 32, 68, 138
dietrichiana 32, 138
digyna 32
dioica 32
dipetala 32, 36, 92, 138, 155
domingensis 32, 138
dominicalis 102, 138
dregei 32, 49, 63, 138, 170-
1*%3
dregei ‘Glasgow’9, 11*
dregei var. macbethii 32
duncan-thomasii 32
ebolowensis 32
echinosepala 32, 138
echinosepala var. elongati-
folia 32
edmundoi 32
edulis 32
egregia 32, 49, 71, 139
elaegnifolia 32
emeiensis 32, 138
eminii 32, 138
epipsila 32, 138
erythrocarpa 32
Jfagifolia 138
falciloba 32
Senicis 32
fernando-costae 32, 139, 144
ficicola (see microsperma)
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fimriata 32

fischeri 32, 36, 170

fisistyla 32

Sfoccifera 32

foliosa 32, 49, 138

foliosa var. miniata 32, 49,
139

Jfoliosa var. putzeysiana 32

fonsecae 32

formosana 32

francoisii 32

friburgensis 32, 139

fruticosa 32

fusca 32

gabonensis 32

garderi 219, 234*

gehrtii 32, 71, 192

genryi 32

glabra 32, 49, 102, 138

glabra var. corallipetola 32

glabra var. cordifolia 32

glandulosa 32, 36, 49

goegoensis 32, 138

gracilis var. martiana 32

gracisil 32

grandis 32, 138

grandis ssp. evansiana var.

simsii 32

grandis ssp.evansiana 32

griffithiana 32, 86, 89, 92

grisea 32

guaduensis 32, 49, 138

guttata 32

haernandiooides 32

handelii (female) 32

handelii (male) 32

handelii var. prostrata 32

hanelii var. handelii 22

hatacoa 32, 49, 86, 90, 92,

138, 155

hatacoa var. meisnerii 170

hatacoa var. rubrifolia 32

hatacoa var. viridifolia 32

hayatae 32

hemleyana 32

herabea 32

heraceifolia var. sunder-

bruckii hort. 32

heracleifola var. nigricans 32

heracleifolia 32, 106*, 109,
111, 131, 133, 135%, 139,
181

herbacea 10
hernandioides 68, 139
hirsutula 32, 139

hirtella 32

hisp+A431ida var. cucullif-
era 32,139
hispida 32

hispidivillosa 130
hoehneana 32, 172
holtonis 32, 139
homonyma 32, 49
hookeriana 32, 139
hubertii 32

hugelii 32

humbertii 139

humbertii 32

humilis 32

humilis var. porteriana 32
hydrocotylifolia 32, 111, 139
imperialis 32, 49
imperialis var. smaragdina
32

incarnata 32, 36, 50, 139
integerrima 32
integrifolia 32
involucrata 32, 102, 139
iridescens 32

isoptera 32
itaguassuensis 32
Jocelinoi 218, 234*
Jjohnstonii 32, 36
josephii 86

Juliana 32, 139
karwinskyana 32
kellermani 32, 139
keniensis 32

kenworthyae 32, 36, 139, 192
kingiana 32

kisuluana 32

komoensis 32

kuhlmanii 32

lancolata 32

larorum 32, 49
leathermaniae 32, 139
leprosa 32

leptoptera 32, 139

letestui 32

letouzeyi 32

limprichtii 32

lindleyana 32, 36, 139
listada 32, 138, 149, 212, 21
longifolia 32, 90
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longimaculata 32

longipetiolata 32, 49, 139,
170, 203,231-2*-4, 236

loranthoides 32, 139

loranthoides ssp. rhopalo-

carpa 32, 49, 125

lubbersii 32

ludicra 32, 49

ludwigii 32, 36, 139

lunatistyla 32

luxurians 33, 71, 139, 144

luzonensis 33

lyman-smithii 33, 43, 46-7*

lyniceorum 33

macduffieana 33, 139

macrocarpa 33

maculata 33, 139, 163

maculata var. wightii hort. 33

madecassa 33

malabarica 33, 139

malochosticta 33, 49

manicata 49, 111, 139, 192

manicata var. aure-maculata
33,139, 144, 221

manii 33

mariti 33, 192

marzae forma viridis 33

masoniana 33, 139

masoniana var. maculata 33,
49, 104

maynenss 33

mazae 33

mazae forma niricans 33

megaptera 86, 140%, 144

meridensis 139

metallica 33, 139, 181, 144

meyeri-johannis 33

michoacana 33

micranthera var. foliosa 33

microsperma (syn. ficicola)
33, 49,139,

miicata 33

minicarpa 49

minor 33, 49, 139, 147

molleri 33

mollicaulis 33

montis-elephntis 33

morei 116

multangula 33

multinervia 33, 102, 139

lmultistamea 33

muricata 33

naumoniensis 33

nelumbiifolia 33, 102, 181,
133,139, 192, 220

nepalensis 33

nigritarum 33

nummlarifolia 33

nurii 33

oaxacana 33

obliqua 33, 139

obscura 33, 139

octopetala 33

odeteiantha 33, 71, 139

odorata 33, 49, 104, 139

olbia 33

oligandra 33

olsoniae 33, 49

organensis 33,

opuliflora 33

oxyanthera 33, 49

oxysperma 33

paleata 33, 139

palmata 33, 89, 90-1*-2, 155

palmata var. difformis 33

paranaensis 33, 147

parilis 33, 139, 147

parva 33, 139

parvifolia 33, 139

paulensis 33, 139

pavonina 33

pearcei 33

pedata 33

pedatifida 33

peltata 33, 36, 49, 139

peltata var. auriformis 33, 49

pengii 176-7*

peperomioides 139

peruviana 33

petasitifolia 33, 139

philodenroides 33

phuthoensis 33

picta 33

pinetorum 33, 36, 132%*-3,
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pinnatifida 33

piurensis 33

platanifolia 33, 139

plebeja 33, 36, 132%*, 136,
139

plumieri 33

polilloensis 33

polygonata 33, 192

polygonoides 33, 139

Volume 76 January/February 2009

popenoei 33, 139

potamophila 33

princeae 33

pringlei 33

prismatocarpa 33, 67, 112,
139

procumbens 36

prostrata 33

pruinata 33

pseudolubbbersii 33, 139

pudica 33

pulchella 33, 49

pustulata 33

quadrialata 10

quadrialata ssp. nimbaensis
33

quadrialata var quadriolata
10,33, 226*-7

radicans 33, 49, 139

rafael-torresii 33

rajah 33, 174

ramentacea 33

ravenii 33

reniformis 33, 49, 139, 221

rex 33, 36, 86

rigida 33

robusta 33, 50, 39

rockii 33

rotundifolia 33

roxburghii 33, 86, 139

rufa 33, 49

ruhlandina 7*

sacrophylla 33, 131, 132*

salaziensis 33

salicifolia 33, 139

sanguinea 33, 139, 147

santos-limae 33

sarmentacea 71

sartorii 33, 49

scabrida 33, 139

scapigera 33, 139

scharffiana 33, 139, 144

scharfii 33, 49, 147

schmidtiana 33

scintillans 33

scutifolia 33, 49

seemanniana 33

sericoneura 33, 36, 49, 63,
102, 125, 131, 139

serotina 33

serratipetala 33, 139

sharpeana 33
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siccacaudata 33

sikkimensis 33, 89, 92, 203,
208-11

sikkimensis ssp. kamengensis

201%* 208-11

silletensis ssp. mengyangen
sis 33

silletensis var. silletensis 89,
90, 92, 155

sizemoreae 49

socotrana 33, 84

solananthera 33, 139

soli-mutata 33, 126, 139, 206

sonderiana 33

sousae 33

sparsipila 33

squamulosa 33, 139

squarosa 33

staudtii 33, 226*-7

stigmosa 33

stipulacea 33

strigillosa 33, 139

subnummularifolia 33

subpetata 33

sub-scuta 33

subvillosa 33, 139

subvillosa var. leptotricha
33,49

sudjanae 33

sulcata 139

sunorchis 33

sutherlandii 33

sychnantha 33

taiwaniana 33, 139

taiwaniana var. albomaclata

33

taliensis 33, 34* Us2i 172
tayabensis 33, 69, 139 U525 92, 155
tenuifolia 33 U529 88
tenulifolia 33 U539 96
tequiesta 33 U541 88
teuscheri 33, 139 U542 88
teysmanniana 33 U543 90

thelmae 33

thiemei 33, 126, 139
thomeana 33, 49
thomsonii 33
toledoana 33
tomentosa 33, 49, 139
tonduzii 139
turrialbae 33

U544 87% 90, 155

U545 91*-2, 155

U549 92, 155

U557 96

udisilvestris 102

ulmifolia 33, 36, 139
umbraculifera 33
undulata 33, 139, 144, 221

U006 139 urophylla 33

U007 139 valida 33, 139, 221

Uoos 134 variabilis 33

U010 139 veitchii 33

U002 129 velloziana 33

U025 139 venosa 8, 33, 36, 71, 139, 147
U043 139 venusta 33

U062 52 versicolor 33, 66*-7, 139
U067 139 violifolia 33

U076 184 wallichiana (see minicarpa)
U083 36 36, 49

Ul25 139 warburgii 33

Ul76 11* wollnyi 33, 139

U031 139 xanthina 33, 49, 92

U331 184 xyloba 33

U412 36

U443 36 Note that 2009 will be the
U444 36

76th year of publication
for the Begonian.

U475 3, 10, 34*-B5635
U476 83, 120*
U492 (= bracteosa) 36

tajiqua 33 Us08 194
WORLD FAMOUS
g//éﬂh/m%' q%’/@é{é/@

Specilizin

Over

Catalo%VAvailable by Reques

See
407 Hecker Pass Rd. Watsonville, Ca 95076
Phone 888-423-4664

Local : (831)724-6367 _Fax (831)724-7729
Visit Our NEW Web Site at :

www.antonellibegonias.com

Over 70years of
% inTubers,Plants and Seed.. %
000 varieties of fuchai’s " #%

eb Site (or mailus ) ~
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Conservation

Comments
Bill Claybaugh
Conservation Chairman, ABS

The Eye of the Storm

How do you prepare your begonia
collection for a hurricane coming in, like
tomorrow? Read on and I’ll relate my
recent experience with Hurricane Ike that
swept the US from Texas, through Okla-
homa, and on to Ohio with winds in the
120 to 75 mph range.

We knew it might happen, but our
luck had held up for almost 50 years with
no major hurricanes coming nearer than
75 miles of our home. Hurricane Ike
ended that string of good luck with all of
the typical devastation that a “Category
two” storm can bring. To briefly recount,
Hurricane Ike moved through the Gulf of

jMexico throughout early September ‘08
with lower Texas its presumed target. Sud-

denly, in the last two days before landfall,
it abruptly veered northward and headed
directly toward Houston . Everyone had
to do some major scrambling to react to
this sudden and abrupt change in direc-
tion. Suddenly windows needed boarding
up, and our precious begonia collections
had to be safely tucked away, out of the
devastating winds and rain to come. I
crammed as many begonias as possible
into my two shade houses and the rest I put
on the ground under large oak trees or on
the front and side porches. On September
13 the initial winds and rain from the storm
arrived in the Houston area and took out
electric power over a very broad area.
By 4:00 am on the 14th, the leading edge
of the eye of the hurricane had reached
Crosby which turned out to be directly
in the path of the eye of the storm. The
leading edge had east winds in the 110-
120 mile per hour range. This wind blew
down three large oaks, two over 80 feet in
height, in the front yard. It also uprooted
a 70 foot tall oak and gently laid it down

A Society to Promote the Culture of Lilies

THE NORTH AMERICAN LILY SOCIETY, INC.

We would like to invite you to add the Genus Lilium
to your garden--the true Lilies. Join us by sending annual
dues of $20 for 1 year or $55 for 3 years.

Send to:

Dr. Robert Gilman

NALS Executive Secretary

P.O. Box 71, Owatonna, MN 55060

For further information: www.lilies.org

iGH

The Association for plant & flower people who grow
in hobby green houses and windows!

Quarterly Magazine and Newsletter * Growing & Maintenance Help & Advice
Dues: USA $28/yr, Canada/Mexico $30/yr, Overseas $31, (US. funds/bank, MO)
Sample magazine $3.50, Directory of Greenhouse Manufacturers & Distributors $2.50

Hobby Greenhouse Association
8 Glen Terrace, Bedford, MA 01730-2048
’ http://www.hobbygreenhouse.org
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on top of my large shade-house. A couple
hours later the wind shifted and came out
of the south. This wind blew down two
large oaks, totally destroying our swim-
ming pool pump, filter and chlorinator.
(A new system just installed two weeks
earlier). Two hours later, at 8:00 AM, the
wind shifted to come out of the west put-
ting a 50 foot tall oak into the swimming
pool and a 80 foot oak on to the house roof.
Overall we lost 11 big trees, all uprooted,
except for one large elm which had the
top twisted out.

My biggest fear during the Hurri-
cane was that my two shade houses would
be destroyed and my begonia collection
would be scattered over Harris county. To
my surprise, neither shade house suffered
major damage. I built both the shade
houses myself and tried to make them
relatively strong because of the possibility
of hurricane force winds. The large shade
house, 20 by 32 feet in size, is framed with
2x4, 2x6, and 4x4 treated lumber. The
sides are plastic lattice work and the roof'is
corrugated PVC plastic. For the hurricane,
I left every thing open and just let the wind
blow through. The small shade house is an
11 x 17 foot lean-to with a corrugated PVC
plastic roof and very large openings in all
walls. Again, I left all doors and windows
open to let the wind blow through.

Now to the important stuff. How
did the begonias fair in this mayhem?
The answer is, “Just fine, thank you™!! 1
had about 500 large begonias in the large
shade-house and after the storm, I could
only find about 10 that were actually dam-
aged by the wind. I had two nice plants of
B. wollnyi near the door and one of these
was totally destroyed. The other broke
up badly, but was salvageable. The other
plants that were damaged were also near
the open door and had their leaves ripped
off. The lattice work sides obviously
offered considerable protection from the
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high winds, but the open door was an
invitation to destruction. The little shade
house had no plant damage.

The major plant loss occurred not
directly from the winds but rather from
falling tree limbs. The begonias, my yard
plants, which were on the ground under
trees, were severely damaged. Some of
the trees were those that were uprooted but
several trees just had small limbs ripped
off and these fell directly on top of the
begonias. Overall, a real mess! A major
conclusion from this overview of the Hur-
ricane destruction is not to leave plants
under trees. Keep them on the ground
where the wind velocity is the lowest, but
move them next to large structures such
as the house or garage, and away from
the trees.

As I write this article it is late Octo-
ber and I am still very busy trying to repair
the damage from the storm. The cane-like
begonias get an annual cutting about this
time of year, so the damage from the storm
doesn’t seem to matter much. The main|
canes are still intact and merely need trim-
ming. The rhizomatous plants on the other
hand seem to need more care than usual.
With the loss of many leaves, the plants
needed less water, but I didn’t respond
quickly enough so many ended up with
rotting rhizomes. My solution, now that
the damage has been done, is to remove
some of the saturated root ball and repot
into smaller pots using new, drier potting
mix with about 50 percent perlite. This
should allow the rooting system to dry out,
get air, and reestablish the proper balance
between roots and leaves. Hurricanes are
not fun, but with a little preparation, one
can “Save Our Species” and others.

You can find Bill Claybaugh's address on
page 39.
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Begonias plus fragrant and flowering tropicals! °
LOGEE’S GREENHOUSES Want a Special

141 North Street .
Danielson, CT 06239 Begonla?
Phone toll free: 888-330-8038

Or visit our website: www.logees.com Chances are you will find
it at one of our Begonian

Join the National Advertisers.

Fuchsia Society
MEMBERSHIP $15 per year includes bi- Check them out: order
;

monthly FUCHSIA FAN. The new A to E
Z on Fuchsias abridged version $6.95 their catalogues and tell

plus $1 shipping (CA residents add $.42 them where
tax.) Mail to: National Fuchsia Society, .
4 ou saw thei .
11507 E. 187 St., Artesia CA 90701 Yousmy e ad
The Begonian
depends on our advertisers;
LAURAY OF SALISBURY
: : ; make them
Begonias, Gesneriads, Orchids
Cacti & Succulents depend on us!
432 Undermountain Road, Rt. 41
Salisbury, CT 06068-1102
Call ahead (860) 435-2263
2007-8 Catalogue $2
http://www.lauray.com Advertise in the Begonian!
Contact:
Ann Salisb
Plan Now to Discover Sgg- 6;81-22143%}
i !
b Beach, B pans: Email: geneann@sbcglobal.net

THE AMERICAN AIS is the International Registration Authroity for
! | S Hedera, provides sources for new and unusual ivies:
oY . VY OCIETY inc publishes three ivy newsletters, Between the Vines, and

testing, life-sized photos of ivies. Each member also receives an
ivy plant. Membership: General $20; Institutional $30; Commercial $50.

Information: American Ivy Association, P.O. Box 2123, Naples, FL 34106-2123

one IVY Journal a year with reports on research hardiness

( Pacific Horticulture
a quarterly journal about plants and gardens of the West
PuBisHED BY THE NON-PRroFic Paciric HORTICULTURE FOUNDATION
MAKES A FINE GIFT FOR GARDENERS
SuBSCRIPTIONS ARE $20/YEAR USA, $23/YEAR CANADA AND MEXICO, $25/YEAR OTHER
COUNTRIES.
SEND CHECK, VisA OR MASTER CARD TO:
PHG, Box 485, BERKELEY CA 94701-0485
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE
BOARD MEETING
AMERICAN BEGONIA

SOCIETY
September 5, 2008,
San Francisco, CA

President Mary Sakamoto opened
the meeting and asked Cheryl Lenert
to read the Aims and Purposes of the
Society.

There were 19 board member votes
present.

The proceedings of the prior meet-
ing in Houston, TX, were accepted as
published in the Begonian with one cor-
rection. The reference to the Saint Louis
area in the branch relations paragraph is
not correct. The correct reference should
be to the Kansas City area. With that
correction the approved proceedings are
reclassified as minutes.

A motion to adjourn the board meet-
ing to the annual business meeting to avoid
having to conduct two meetings passed.

Respectfully Submitted

Richard Macnair,
Secretary

PROCEEDINGS OF THE
ANNUAL BUSINESS
MEETING
AMERICAN BEGONIA

SOCIETY
September 5, 2008,
San Francisco, CA

Treasurer Carol Notaras presented
the financial reports for the last quarter
of the fiscal year and the complete fiscal
year. For the last quarter, May 1 to July
31, 2008, total income was $15,567.26
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and disbursement was $28,670.16 in the
general fund. The beginning balance
was $18.418.70 and ending balance was
$5794.17. The seed fund had a begin-
ning balance of $192.52 and an ending
balance of $478.37. Savings accounts had
a beginning balance of $63,900.53 and
an ending balance of $68,133.16. Com-
bined checking and savings totals were
$82,559.11 beginning and $73,927.33
ending. For the fiscal year August 1,
2007 to July 31, 2008, the general fund
had a beginning balance of $12,702.28
and an ending balance of $5,315.80 with
income of $71,722.61 and disbursement of
$79,109.09. The seed fund had a begin-
ning balance of $323.37 and an ending
balance of $478.37. Savings accounts had
a beginning balance of $60.972.21 and an
ending balance of $68,133.16. Checking
and savings totals were $74,431.08 begin-
ning and $73,927.33 ending. The report
was accepted.

President Sakamoto discussed the
privacy policy and announced that only
board members will be allowed to obtain
personal information on ABS members
for any reason.

Past President Janet Brown re-
ported that there are still two Begonian
DVD recordings available and the price
has not changed. She also reported that
the constitution and by-law manuscript
including changes has been proofread and
is in the process of being published.

President Sakamoto announced that
the Executive Board approved the seed
exchange agreement between ABS and
Bali Botanic Garden in Indonesia.

Holiday Greetings Chair Wanda
Macnair reported that $2725 was con-
tributed this year.

A report from Grant Committee
Chair Johanna Zinn stated that at the
Houston Convention $1000 was awarded
to Hugh Nguyen for a collecting trip‘
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to Viet Nam and $2000 was awarded to
Rekha Morris for collecting in India and
Mexico. No further applications have
been received.

The membership chair’s workload
was discussed and recognized as be-
ing burdensome. In addition, current
procedures are expensive. A motion to
give the membership chairman complete
responsibility for maintaining membership
passed. It is understood that this includes
collecting dues and issuing Begonians
in the most cost effective and least time
consuming manner.

Branch reports for Delaware Val-
ley, Buxton and Southwest Region were
presented.

President Sakamoto reported that
Branch Relations Director Mary Bucholtz
is still attempting to get branches started in
Michigan, Kansas and Rhode Island.

A convention report from Florida
described tours to be held at the 2009 Con-
vention in West Palm Beach in April.

A motion directing the president to
appoint a committee to review the timing
requirements for the annual business meet-
ing passed. The purpose of this action was
to try to avoid having an annual meeting
with such poor attendance as this year.
President Sakamoto appointed Cheryl
Lenert, Janet Brown and Richard
Macnair to the committee and asked them
to report their conclusions at the next board
meeting in West Palm Beach, Florida.

Internet Editor Julie Vanderwilt
discussed the ABS website and asked for
input. A stipend for the Internet Editor was
discussed. An amount on the order of $75
per month was determined reasonable.

Respectfully Submitted,
Richard Macnair,
Secretary
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In the Mailbox
by Greg Sytch, Horticultural
Correspondent

GROWING BEGONIA LIKE
ORCHIDS!

In the past few years, I have finally
been bitten by the orchid bug! Living and
growing in Florida, orchids abound ev-
erywhere. They are easy to grow, diverse
(which feeds my ADD) and versatile. After
having a few here and there, I began col-
lecting them.

Since orchids have specific potting
requirements, I started thinking how be-
gonias enjoy somewhat similar environ-
ments, and the need to dry out. So,  began
experimenting.

First, I started adding some potting
material that encourages good drainage.
The obvious is fine fir bark. This allows
moisture to continue to flow through the
pot, which is perfect for begonias. While
bark breaks down rapidly in our warm,
humid climate, that is generally not a
problem with begonias because they need
to be repotted annually, if not sooner.

Then, I began thinking.....if cuttings
like moisture, but not wetness, try this
fine fir bark in a mix with 2/3 perlite and
some peat moss. Instantly, cuttings began
rooting much quicker and with overall
lushness.

Canes and shrubs work better for
this method.

Working with orchids, I discovered
how very important cleanliness is. Spread-
ing a disease or virus is as simple as using
the same, dirty cutting tool. So, I began
keeping rubbing alcohol on hand, close to
my potting area, to dip the tools in. I have
noticed an improvement in the speed at
which cuttings root. I still dip in rootone,
but this is probably an old custom I picked
up while growing up in New Jersey. Old

habits die hard! Continued on page 36.
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Begonia popenoi background

left and right; Begonia Selph's
Mahogany’ middle background; small
begonia in front of rock is Begonia
longipeliolata. Photo by Mary Reed.
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2009 Convention Plants
by Johanna Kitson

Exciting and spectacular plants will
be offered at the April 2009 Convention.

Begonias have been procured from
nearly a dozen sources, in country and
abroad, so the selection will be superb and
all good begoniacs will be able to go home
with something new and exotic.

Especially interesting will be the
new Asian species never before supplied
at a convention. We are even having a
special hybrid section propagated to offer
what we thought were lost hybrids of Paul
Lowe, our founding president here in the

Palm Beaches. Several people are grow-
ing terrarium plants this year so the supply
of these should be ample for convention
attendees as well.

So, be ready to send in that registra-
tion as soon as you get your convention
packet!

See also “Convention 2009 Note”, page
8.
Don’t Miss
The Plant Sale!

In Memory: Joy Blair

On September 18, 2008 Joy Blair
passed away from pancreatic cancer. She
will be a great loss to our San Gabriel
Branch and to all the branches she be-
longed to in the Southern California area.
Less than a month before she became ill
she had judged the Palos Verdes Branch
show. She lived only two weeks from the
date of diagnosis.

Joy was an officer early in her club
days. She was so outgoing and loved to
talk and was often appointed as the Vice
President. This is the hardest job in any
club, the one who gets the speakers. She
was always there to bring plants or to
price them, to clerk or to judge. She was
involved in so many clubs (16 at last count)
and if she belonged she helped out.

At our regular meetings she was
always the person to bring a plant, usually
several plants, for Show & Tell. Joy also
brought information from all the other
clubs she belonged to, about when their
shows or sales were.

Joy Blair loved her flowers and she
’oved people who shared her interest in
them. You could always count on Joy
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whenever she was needed and she helped
ailing clubs to keep going. And she was
also ready to help out at conventions here
and away whenever they needed her.

Services were held at Rose Hills on
September 27 and there were many, many
of her friends there to show how much they
loved her. She will be missed by everyone
who know her, but especially by all those
who love and grow begonias.

“If you saw my yard, you’d under-
stand I really do love all flowers. But if I
have to choose one species, my favorite, it
would be begonias. My favorite begonia
is B. rajah. 1t originates from Burma and
is an indoor variety that lives in a ter-
rarium in my home. I love its deep purple
and green foliage color and small pink
flowers. To all of my daughters’ great
surprise a couple of weeks ago, a good
friend of mine, Joy Paris, asked them if
they knew about the ‘Joy Blair’ begonia.
Well, you see, [ hybridized it a while back
and Goldie Frost named it after me.” Joy
Blair, 1930-2008

Joy Paris, CA
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Rekha Morris’
photos show
clockwise from
upper left, the
new variety
blooming in
Pendleton, SC
and in India;
then B. U 522,
and finally B.
sikkimensis in
India.
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Designation of the Type for Begonia

sikkimensis A. de Candolle var. kamengensis
by Jack Golding

This supplement is to validate the new name published for Begonia sikkimensis A.
de Candolle var. kamengensis R. Morris, P.D. McMillan & J. Golding in the Bego-
nian 75:210-211, 2008 by adding to the description the designation of the Holotype
Specimen, RM-AR 57, Clemson.

’est, just below the temperate zone, 5470’ elevation, north of Sessa, 23 December
2005, Rekha Morris RM-AR 57 (Clemson —holotype, US — isotype)
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Closeup of flowers
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B. ‘Benitsubomi’ - A Beautiful Cultivar.
by Bill Claybaugh and Rekha Morris

In the fall of 2006, I bought a small
unidentified plant at an Astro Branch plant
sale that [ took to be B. pustulata. 1placed
the small species in the back of my shade
house along with several other plants of B.
pustulata, imperialis, and ‘Silver Jewel’.
Over the course of the next year, I noticed
this particular plant grew with unusual
vigor, better than all of the others. With
time it became a beautiful example of what
I thought must be a light green, uniformly
colored B. pustulata, probably something
new that Rekha Morris had brought back
from Mexico. The blade surface was pus-
tulated, the margins serrated, the overall
leaf shape was ovate with a distinctly
cordate base and an obtuse apex, and the
plant grew with a meandering habit.

Just before the ABS Convention in
Houston in May 2008, to my pleasure, the
plant bloomed and what a surprise. The
flowers initially were a light orange/yellow
with a white interior. Farther, the exterior
of the sepals were covered in numerous
dominate hairs of several colors, in dark
and light shades. I immediately knew
something was amiss in my identification,
but really had no clue as to the plants true
identity. Fortunately, help was on the way.
As part of the 2008 ABS Convention tours,
the Judges and Clerks visited my house to
see the shade house, begonias in flower
beds, the Newport Garden Club Flower
Show, and other highlights. While there,
I cornered three of the best to give me
some help in the plant identification. Spe-
cifically, I asked Maxine Zinman, Mary
Buckholtz, and Rekha Morris if they had
any idea as to what this beautiful plant
might be. Maxine immediately recognized
itas B. ‘Benitsubomi’, a Japanese cultivar

‘rom the late 70’s, and Mary was able to
onfirm this. Rekha thought that although
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it was not a pure Begonia pustulata spe-
cies, it had pustulata in its ancestry.

Checking the Astro data base for
cultivars, I learned that B. ‘Benitsubomi’
was a Japanese hybrid of Misono, 1978,
B. ‘Al Clark’ x B. imperialis var. brun-
nea (which is now recognized as just B.
imperialis). B. ‘Al Clark’ in turn is a
hybrid of B. alice-clarkiae x imperialis
var. brunnea. In the Begonian 1 found
one reference to the plant, a brief men-
tion that June Shawver had won a Best
of Show with this cultivar in 1988. I also
asked Jack Golding to check his extensive
library to see what he could find and he re-
turned a photo which absolutely confirmed
Maxine’s identification. The reference is a
Japanese publication, Begonia in Color,
Yuji Morotane and Hadeaki, page 98,
1983. Later at an Astro Branch meeting,
Fukumi Smith translated the name of this
plant to mean “Red Bud” (Benit = the color
red and subomi = a flower bud).

After checking the information on
this cultivar, I sent the data to Rekha who
wrote the following:

“Despite what the Japanese say, your
hybrid, B. ‘Benitsubomi’, does not have
B. imperialis characteristics. What it has
are characteristics of B. pustulata, and just
about every B. imperialis 1 have seen in
the USA labeled as such is not imperialis
but a hybrid of B. imperialis and B.
pustulata, with pustulata as the dominant
strain. Patrick McMillan and I looked at
this problem and wrote a short article in
the Begonian a couple of years ago.

The photo you sent shows a bit of
the stem, and this habit of sprawling is
one of the most obvious characteristics
of pustulatas 1have recorded in the wild.
Conversely, the wild imperialis which I
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also finally found a few years ago does not
do this. Do you remember the imperialis
exhibited by the Pridgens at the Houston
Show? It was from a leaf I gave of one
of the three forms of B. imperialis 1 col-
lected, and its growth habit is compact.
There are other characteristics as well,
but that is the most obvious one. Another
equally obvious one is the texture of the
foliage - imperialis leaves are quite velvety
in texture and not what is clearly indicated
by the species epithet, pustulate.
Whatever the Japanese are growing
as imperialis is dominantly pustulata. 1
want to grow the Japanese cultivar to ob-
serve it closely before I venture on writing
about it, but perhaps you want to do this.
If you do that it is fine, I’d just like to keep
emphasizing that all the imperialis plants 1
have seen in cultivation so far, are not pure
imperialis, but mostly pustulata!”

Continued from page 29.

While orchids are far more suscep-
tible than begonias to pick up diseases, our
summers are hot, wet and humid with rains
frequently leaving plants wet all night and
into the morning - just what orchids do not
like! Well, begonias are not thrilled with
this, either. So, the recommended spray
control for orchids has allowed begonia
foliage to look much better in summer. I
sprayed every 4 weeks or so, as a preven-
tion, and it also showed improvement.
My new heat-tolerant Rex hybrid looked
much better.

Lastly, orchids appreciate a pot that
is not too deep. I began to accumulate aza-
lea or "squatty" pots, and the rhizomatous
appeared much happier than before. Of
course, the big rhizomes will grow any-
where, but the compact varieties spread
more evenly.

There are a few more behaviors that
I have picked up along the orchid trail, but
not all have been successful. However,
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experimenting is a learning process, and as
amiddle school teacher, learning is what I
do! (The kids could not realize what they
teach me on a daily basis).

By the way, for those that remem-
ber all the issues I had after that horrible
hurricane season of 2004, well, I have
recovered well. Newly planted palms
have created new shade, the shade houses,
converted from greenhouses because all
the sun would have cooked everything,
have worked well. They are exposed to the
cold, but frost cloth has worked wonders
for the few freezing nights we have. I have
learned new growing techniques in a vastly
different growing environment, and my
yard is becoming the tropical paradise it
used to be like. But, most importantly, I
am having fun!

Contact Greg Sytch with all your questions
about growing at Gregory Sytch, 6329 Alaska
Avenue, New Port Richey, FL 34653-4301; Ph:
727-841-9618; gsytch@cs.com

Future Directions in Hybridizing
by Ross Bolwell

What I notice about all of these
commercially available begonias is that
the best groups from which to choose
begonias for Australian conditions have

Begonias - Gesneriads
Rare Flowering Plants & Vines

Kartuz Greenhouses
1408 Sunset Dr., Dept. B
Vista, CA 92083-6531
760-941-3613 :

Catalog:
$3.00, Free to

ABS Members
http://www kartuz.com &

The Begonian



been ignored. I consider that are four

such groups: cane stem begonias; hardy

rhizomatous begonias; shrub-like begonias
'and trailing-scandent begonias.

These groups display more resis-
tance to disease than the others, are more
suited to Australian temperature ranges and
climatic conditions and have huge potential
for breeding. There are enough species and
cultivars among them to provide the build-
ing blocks for future development.

of the Association of Australian Begonia
Societies. Ross Bolwell is the creator of
the beautiful Begonia ‘Mandela’described
on page 8 of this issue of the Begonian,

and one of the world’s great begonia
hybridizers. I believe that his words apply
equally well to the begonias hybridized in

the U.S.. He concludes the article with

these words: “...if we are to put begonias

really on the map, we need to realise
that this will only come from mainstream

exposure and that is through the general
public. They have to know just how good
begonias are and what these plants can do

to meet their needs. This will occur only if
we breed plants that meet those needs.”

The above is an excerpt from Ross Bolwell s
article, “Hybridizing From a Different
Angle” that was taken from the September
2008 issue of Begonia Australis, journal

"VIOLET BARN

Home of Rob’s Violets

LOS ANGELES INTERNATIONAL
FERN SOCIETY

L We offer a large selection of small and
miniature varieties for the indoor garden

10 different varieties, our choice $30
Add $12 per order for shipping

We ship anywhere (internationally), anytime
(Ask us about winter delivery)

SAFE DELIVERY GUARANTEED!

FOR FULL-COLOR CATALOG, SEND $2
WWW.VIOLETBARN.COM

PO BOX 696, NAPLES, NY- 14512
PHONE: 585-374-6947

Shipping qualify plants since 1985. INVITES YOU TO JOIN
> GROW HARDY AND TROPICAL FERNS
We grow Begonias foo! MEMBERSHIP INCLUDES:

SUBSCRIPTION TO LAIFS JOURNAL
(6 issues) WITH FERN LESSONS, SPORE
STORE, BOOK STORE, SUPPLY STORE,

LENDING LIBRARY,
GENERAL MEETINGS HAVE LARGE
PLANT TABLES
DOWNEY STUDY GROUP

SOUTH COAST STUDY GROUP
PLEASE SEND YOUR CHECK OR MONEY ORDER OF
$25.00/USA,Canada, Mexico; or $33.00 Other International

payable in US dollars to:
LOS ANGELES INT’L FERN SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 90943
PASADENA, CA 91109-0943

Your begonias will feel right at home growing with gesneriads!

The Gesneriad Society

Annual dues: $25. Outside U.S.: $30 Membership Secretary
Quarterly Journal, extensive seed fund, judging Robert Clark
schools, annual convention. Vist us 1122 East Pike Street, PMB 637

! online at www.gesneriadsociety.org Seatle, WA 98122-3916
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COMING EVENTS

April 29-May 3, 2009, Palm Beach, Florida, 2009 ABS
Convention. See pages 5, 10, and 31.

Australia 2011

New Editor Needed!

Next issue closing date: January 1, 2009
Note New Address for Membership Chair Below

Visit Today!
www.begonias.org

The Begonian

Editor: Freda M. Holley, 251 Pylant Rd.,
Choudrant, LA 71227; Ph: 318-251-2296.
Email: fredaholley@bellsouth.net
Consulting Editor: Jan Brown.
Nomenclature Editor: Jack Golding,

33 Ingram Drive, Monroe Township, NJ
08831-4641, E-mail: JGBEGNOM@verizon.
net

Quick Tips: Dianna Wilkerson, 15356
Pheasant Run, Choctaw, OK 73020, E-mail:
begoniafiend@cox.net
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Conservation.....Bill Claybaugh, 1702 Country

Club Dr., Crosby, TX 77532, Ph: 281-328-

5133; absastro@hotmail.com

Convention Advisor......Mary Sakamoto, 9682
eatherhill Dr., Villa Park, CA 92861; Ph: 714-

7-8787; m.sakamoto@sbcglobal.net

Volume 76 January/February 2009

Convention Co-Chairs: Charles Jaros and
Doris Happel, 106 Pine Valley Ct. DeBary,
FL. 32713, Ph: 407-687-5621; CJAROS@
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