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President's Message...

I am honored that you have selected
me as president of the American Begonia
Society along with the other officers for
the next two-year term. Richard Macnair,
our long-time secretary and Carol Notaras
our Treasurer will continue in their posi­
tions. Janet Brown is first vice president
and Mary Sakamoto is our second vice
president. I intend to ask Janet and Mary
to assume various responsibilities over the
term.

I believe we can address a number
of issues over the next two years for the
benefit of the Society and begonia lovers
everywhere. First, how should the ABS
use the internet to reach on-line users who
are interested in begonias and attract them
to join us as members? Second, some of
our branches, like those of most other plant
societies are having difficulty attracting
new members, and we lost a number of
branches over the last few years. How can
we help those branches that are in jeop­
ardy reinvigorate themselves? Third, how
can the ABS become a catalyst to bring
the begonia societies around the world
along with academics, growers and others
interested in begonias in closer contact and
co-operation in such issues as preserva­
tion and conservation and promoting
study and interest in the species? Fourth,
how can we make contact with and mean­
ingFully assist organizations in other na­
tions that are struggling to preserve en­
dangered begonias? India, for instance,
has 14 species on their endangered list and
they are trying to preserve them by pro­
viding for botanical garden Facilities to
grow the endangered ones beFore they are
totally lost to us. There are many species
that cannot be grown in our country and if
they are to be preserved we must work with
botanists and institutions locally who can
be most effective in that effort. Can we act
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as a clearing house for the begonias of the
world by gathering information about these
activities and helping find financial assis­
tance for their efforts?

One final word (for now). Become
an active participant in the ABS and its
activities. (just attended a Southwest Get­
together. Besides seeing a lot of old friends
and meeting some interesting people I had
not met before, I had the opportunity to
learn more about begonias both from good
growers and show exhibitors, but also from
Maxine Zinman who held ajudging course
and Bill Claybaugh who conducted a two
afternoon course on species identification.
Make plans now to attend the ABS con­
vention in San Diego in next August or the
next Southwest get-together next spring.
You'll be well rewarded and glad you at­
tended.

My e-mail address that I use For ABS
business is howber@optonline.net. Send
me your thoughts and suggestions. My
phone number and address is listed in the
section showing the officers. If you aren't
on the internet, call or write me. After all,
you're my boss and I need to hear from
you.

To all the Very Special
and Wonderful Sponsors

on the Next Page
and the

Contributors of Articles
and Photographs for this

Issue,
a Thank You and Happy

Holidays Wish!
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Alamo Branch
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Buxton Branch
Doug Frost Branch
Fred A. Barkley Branch
Houston Satellites Branch
Arlene Ingles & Andy Turnbull
Lulu Leonard
Richard & Wanda Macnair
Carol & Peler Notaras
Orange County Branch
Potomac Branch
Gene & Ann Salisbury
San Jacinto Branch
Southwest Region, ABS
Whittier Branch

Howard & Barbara Berg
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Sacramento Branch
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Gold
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Begonia Society of the Palm
Beaches

Silver

Happy Holidays!

Dean H. Alien
Tamsin & Bruce Boardman
Jeanne & Wally Jones
Greater Atlanta Branch
Carolyn Hawkins
Mae Blanton Branch

Bronze

This holiday issue is brought to you ill
large part as a gift ofthe branches alld
individuals shown below. From all ofus
ill ABS a thank you to them and those who
contributed the articles, photos, and
drawing for this very special issue.
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Topiary Bedecked in Begonias

by Mary Bucholtz

The future of a wonderfu I piece of
"Old Florida" may be lost forever. Cy­
press Gardens, one of Florida's first theme
parks, closed suddenly in April after strug­
gling financially. Surely you remember
Cypress Gardens, the 67 year old, 233 acre
attraction featuring the acrobatic water ski
shows, and the lush semitropical botani­
cal gardens where you would see "South­
ern Belles", in their long hooped skirts,
posed in among the luxuriant landscape.

Helene and Charles Jaros and I re­
discovered Cypress Gardens this past Feb­
ruary along with Johanna Zinn from Vir­
ginia. We spent a day pouring over what
seemed like every inch of their stunning 16
acre botanical gardens, and when it was
time to depart, it was too soon. You see we
found many begonias in their displays.
There were B. 'Lois Burks' and B. 'Dragon
Wings' swinging from gazebos and
porches and planted in window boxes.
Large specimen plants of B. eaeeinea hort.

You see we found many
begonias in their displays.

and B. 'Charm" were throughout the gift
shop and restaurant areas. The Buttertly
House had its share of begonias too. In
addition to the above mentioned, we saw
B. alba piela, B. 'Mrs. Townsend', B.
'Sophie Cecile' and B. 'Torch'. Many of
these begonias as well as additional spe­
cies were also planted in the grounds in
the botanical gardens.

Cypress Gardens has a magnificent
watelfall, which looks as if it were created
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by Mother Nature herself. In amongst the
rocks and the spillway which runs down
to Lake Eloise (the lake on which the park

To me it was as if I were
looking at those B. fischeri
in their native habitat.

is located) were many B.jiseheri which had
naturalized in the rocks and banks. To me
it was as ifl were looking atthose B.jiseheri
in their native habitat.

What really got our attention was
their advertising announcing their annual
Spring Flower Festival, which began in
March. It features the world's largest topi­
ary display with more than two dozen enor­
mous fantasy and real life figures, be­
decked in begonia wardrobes and playfully
posed among waves of 35,000 bedding
plants." Now, who of us could resist that,
"bedecked in begonia wardrobes," indeed.

Helene, Charles and I returned in late
March and were not a bit disappointed.
Sempertlorens are used excl usi vely for the
many topiary. The varieties used, known
to me, were the Whiskey series which ex­
hibits bronze foliage. The begonias were
B. 'Vodka' with red tlowers, B. 'Gin' with
pink tlowers, and B. 'Whiskey' with white
tlowers. The Whiskey series was hybrid­
ized by Benary in the 1960's. Also used
were green foliage begonias with the red,
pink, and white flowers.

Only a couple of weeks after seeing
the topiaries, came the devastating news
of the gardens' closure. There are several
businesses interested in purchasing the

The Begonian



Above you see the B. fischeri by the wate/fall that so caught Mary's eye. Below is another
of the wonde/ful topiaries. This is the Butterj7y Topiary made with red B. 'Vodka', pink
B. 'Gin' and two green unknowns wilh while and red flowers.
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property. One, a real estate investor who
wishes to develop the area for condo­
minium, another a timeshare community.
Yet another is an amusement park operator
who has a successful venture in Georgia.
He would create the amusement park at­
mosphere using some of the land, but has
stated the 16 acre botanical gardens would
remain as they are.

The State Of Florida, responding to
a public outcry to save Cypress Gardens,
has stated they can use state money from
Florida Forever, the state's program to buy
environmentally sensitive lands. If a deal

Hybridizing with Trailing­
Scandent Begonias

by Freda Holley

One of the things every hybridizer
seeks is uniqueness. Although there is
absolutely no way to assure achieving this
goal since Mother Nature always assumes
ultimate control, it is likely to be more at­
tainable when we work with groups of
plants that have not been as frequently
hybridized. One of these groups is the trail­
ing-scandent and it seems rich with possi­
bilities.

It is important to know some things
about this grouping before thinking about
the hybridizing possibilities. First, there is
variation in the sizes ranging from the
blousy stems and leaves of B.
convolvulaceae to the slim, elegant B.
polygonoides. They can behave in very
different ways depending on their grow­
ing environment. In humid conditions they
will clamber over earth and rocks to form a
ground cover or up any tree with obliging
bark. I have seen them in various conser­
vatory settings spilling in profusion down
damp rock walls and into the water at wa­
terfalls. For our shows, however, they are
usually grown in hanging baskets where
they require frequent feedings and almost
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can be struck, and the prospect is posi­
tive, the 67 year-old attraction would be­
come a state park. A final decision is still
pending. Those of us who wish the gar­
dens to be saved hope that it will become a
state park.

We thank Mmy who made a special effort
to bring us these colorful photos for our
holiday issue' She is a frequent
contributor and you may write her at
J560 Lancaster Terrace # J008,
Jacksonville, FL 32204

continuous pinching to keep them shapely.
Most of the American species be­

gonias bloom white, but fortunately we
also have the red-blooming B. radicans. I
don't know a lot about the African species
since these don't seem to like me and I've
never been really successful in growing
them; I believe they need a cool tempera­
ture and high light. Still, I have seen blooms
on many of them and they were either white
or pink.

It is probably helpful to note that
most of the species we commonly grow are
from Brazil or Africa and that they have an
interesting genetic makeup. B.
solanal71hera and B. radicans have been
placed in their own Section by Doorenbos
et. aI., Solanal71hera, and have 56 chro­
mosomes. B. convolvulacea,fagijolia, and
glabra are in the Wageneria and have 38
chromosomes. Most of the African spe­
cies including B. cavallyensis, ebolo­
wensis, kisuluana, komoensis, mannii, and
polygonoides are in the Section Tetraphila
and are more diverse genetically ranging
from 34 to as many as 76 chromosomes.
We do not know the count of B. thelmae,
but wc do know it crosses easily with B.
soli-mutata which in turn crosses easily
with many thick-stemmed begonias. All
this may be important to hybridizers be-
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Here is Ihe Mallia Duck Topiary lIlade wilh Ihe red B. .Vodka', pink B. 'Gin' and while B.
'Whiskey'. Below is Ihe big uldy Bug Topiary wilh a Colullln TopiUlY inlhe foreground.
They are lIlade wilh B. 'Vodka' and ·Whiskey'. All pharos are by Mary BuchollZ.
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cause it suggests that the first group of
the American species above will probably
cross with cane-like begonias having 56
chromosomes and that the second group
will cross with many thick-stemmed bego­
nias having 38 chromosomes. It will also
suggest that B. the/mae probably has 38
as well. I have, in fact, found such crosses
as I have tried to make using these num­
bers as guidelines do work. It would also
suggest that the African species may be a
more difficult set to work with.

Chromosome counts are not abso­
lutes when it comes to hybridizing, but I
have found them useful starting places for
easy crosses. Many experts also say that
continent of origin is an important deter­
minant, but then we know that B. dregei
from Africa crosses easi Iy with many
American species so perhaps crosses be­
tween the many African trailing-scandents
and the American may be possible. It is
but one of many avenues to explore.

The Thompson's Begonias lists
only 29 hybrids, slightly fewer than the
thick-stem hybrids, the other small group.
Of these, I remember having seen any­
where only B. 'Tequesta', 'Dolores',
'Splotches', and 'Panasoffkee". Of course,
there have been others later such as B.
'Morocco', 'Fragrant Beauty', and
'Withlacoochee', but I think no matter how
many we count they are still relatively few..

I have not found creating hybrids in
this group easy because in the conditions
I have it is difficult to get blooms. Many of
these species and hybrids require cool
conditions with high light. If they do bloom
for me they are reluctant to set seed as the
temperature is often too high or too low. I
have, however, been able to cross B. glabra
and B. coccinea gelling plants that seem
identical to Ziesenhenne's B. 'Delores'
with pink flowers.

More recently, I have been able to
get fairly generous bloom on B. 'Fragrant
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Beauty' which I do find to cross easily with
the cane-like begonias. I now have crosses
with B. corallina that I am evaluating. But
there are hundred of crosses to try. It is
good to remember that crosses created
with primary hybrids (created by species
to species crosses) are secondary hybrids
and these will have far more variation than
the primary. Thus it may be necessary to
look down several generations to find what
we are seeking.

Crosses I would love to make are
with B. convolvulacea in hopes of trying
to capture its heat resistance and vigor in
a trailing scandent.

The African species are a wide­
open group for the creation of new hy­
brids for those who can get them to bloom.
With all the new unidentifieds and species
coming from China perhaps there will be
yet other trailers to add to our possibili­
ties.

Join in and let's see what we can pro­
duce!

This article came about because I had space to
fill (I keep telling you readers I need MORE
articles!) and ran across the article which I
quote below. It inspired the thoughts above. It
isfrom the Journal of The Queensland Begonia
Society, Inc., Vol. No. 58 AutulIIlI 2003.

Set Subject - November
Trailing-Scandent Begonias

by Joan Taylor, Australia

Trailinglscandent begonias are the
climbers and trailers of the begonia world.
In Queensland, the majority of us grow the
old species and a few hybrids. However,
there are a wealth of new species from
around the Asian tropical regions that
have not become common here yet. Pho­
tos of some of these can be viewed on the
website mentioned in the last Begonian
(absastro.tripod.com). Some will require
terrarium care but others should adjust
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fairly well to Brisabane conditions.
Among the old species are: B.

radicans (aka procumbens, limmingheana,
glaucophylla), fagifolia. polygonoides.
convolvulacea. solananthera, mazae,
glabra. and mazae forma nigricans. In
my experience, B. fagifolia, con vol­
vulacea. and solananthera grow beauti­
fully up trees. They form roots like ivy
and in a humid situation soon reach about
three metres.

All the above also do very well in
baskets. I only water every two to three
weeks in winter and almost every day in
summer. I found all of them a bit slow to
start but once established become lovely
plants. This took two to three years. They
don't like to be too hot in summer. espe­
cially B. solananthera. B.fagifolia on the
other hand, grows up a tree in full sun most
of the day and gets very little water. It
looks best in the rainy season, of course,
but is amazingly tolerant of harsh condi­
tions.

B. mazae doesn't look quite what we
expect of a trailing/scandent, but can reach
50 cm x 50 cm in a favourable position in
the ground. It really is a lovely plant.

Some of the more common hybrids
are B. 'Ellen Dee', 'Serenata', 'Nocturne',
'Glenata' (B. Yorke), 'Mercedes', 'Bob-o­
Link', 'Two Face', 'Splotches', and 'Fra­
grant Beauty'.

[ have personally crossed B. 'Fra­
grant Beauty' with B. 'Lenore Olivier' and
have only flowered a couple of pinks. I am
awaiting a red! Many of the crosses will
be thrown away if they have an unattrac­
tive form of growth or flowers I don't like.
The leaves of some are bronze with ex­
tremely dark backs. They may benefit from
crossing back to another plant.

Another cross of B. solananthera
by B. 'Christine B' has thrown some green
leaves with spots and pink flowers. [will
keep only a few of the best specimens.

The most frustrating cross was a
bronze leaved, very dark red flowered semp
(mother plant) by B. solananthera. Every
plant is identical to B. solananthera ex­
cept one. It throws an occasional bronze
to red leaf and has a slight tinge of pink to
the flowers when grown in the sun. I am
trying to put the dark red semp back into it
in an attempt to get flower colour and leaf
colour.

Some of the attempts to cross canes,
etc. with trailing/scandent result in leggy
plants with an unattractive habit and in my
opinion should have been disposed of.
Others just need judicious pruning to make
quite lovely plants. B. 'Bob-o-link' is an
example of this. Prune to shape and it is
very nice and flowers nearly all year round.
Pruning should be done after flowering in
spring and continue into midsummer, but
some of the species like B.fagifolia throw
occasional flowers during winter as well. [
find also that the trailing/scandents are
heavy feeders. They need a good quality
fertiliser regularly. [fthey are still only spas­
modically flowering toward the end of sum­
mer, you need to do your pruning or you
will end up with a leggy plant, so sacrifice
the flowers in order to develop a well
shaped plant that will flower all the better
next year. I have to admit I didn't do this
when I first began to grow trailing/
scandents and had quite poor, leggy look­
ing specimens.

As you can see I have learnt my les­
son, and in about six to eight weeks I will
prune back by about one third which will
once again improve the shape. I don't in­
tend to repot every year, but will give some
trace elements once a year as well as extra
potash to increase the number of flowers.
Sometimes, the leaf colour may not be a
very dark green. This may not be due to
lack of nitrogen. It may be too much sum­
mer sun, so give that some thought before
tipping on the fertilizser.
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Conservation Comments
by: Bill Claybaugh,
Conservation Chairman, ABS

We've had a busy year.
Over this past year, the Conserva­

tion Program has been moving forward at
a rapid pace. Among the highlights have
been the fruitful interactions with several
botanical gardens. Key among these has
been the program with the Fort Worth Bo­
tanical Gardens (FWBG). We have been
able to increase the begonia collection by
more than 10 per cent, i.e. greater than 30
new species, thanks to the generosity of
members such as Johanna Zinn, Dianna
Wilkerson, Gene Salisbury, Morris
Mueller, Cheryl Lenert, Tom Keepin,
Freda Holley, Leigh Heard, Mary Fuqua
Iris Bird. Further, there are many more
species being grown today by members
which will go to FWBG next year.

Another small but growing effort is
to increase the species collections at both
the Mounts Botanical Gardens and at Uni­
versity of South Florida. Approximately
20 new species have been, or will be sent
to both facilities by yearend. Dale Sena at
USF, and Johanna Kitson and others at
the Palm Beaches Branch have been in­
strumental in receiving these new variet­
ies and insuring their survival.

Our program with the Ornamental
Plant Gennplasm Center, Ohio State Uni­
versity, is progressing as planned. To date
38 species have been selected and trans­
ferred to their greenhouses. The species
selected to date are as follows: Begonia
aeetosa, aeida, albo-pie/a, earolineifolia,
eonvolvulaeea, eoriacea, cueulla/a,
dic!1%ma, dichroa, dipe/ala,
eehinosepala VOl: eionga/ifolia,fernando­
costae, friburgensis, heracleifolia,
holtonis, hydroeo/ylifolia, kellerman ii,
kingiana, laneeolaw, leprosa, limprieh/ii,
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masoniana, microsperma, nelumbiifolia,
plebeja, prismatoearpa, quadrialata np.
nimbaensis, rajah, reniformis, rex,
sanguinea, seapigera, subvillosa,
tayabensis, thelmae, /hiemei, U388, and
venoSC/. This list includes 4 species from
Africa, 10 from Asia and 24 from the Ameri­
cas and covers \4 of the 63 begonia sec­
tions. The short-term goal is to supply
OSU with approximately 62 additional spe­
cies, 100 overall, and to broaden the col­
lection to include examples from more of
the 63 begonia sections. Dr. David Tay
who is in charge of the program tells me
that he now has two graduate students
who will be using these plants in their Doc­
toral programs. Good things are happen­
ing!

Finally, I will mention a major step in
the Conservation Program to supply edu­
cational material on species. A workshop
entitled "Begonia Description and Use of
the Begoniaceae Keys" was recently com­
pleted at the August 2003 South West Re­
gion meeting in Fort Worth. Over 45 en­
thusiastic members attended this two-day
workshop. The discussions were built
around a workbook specially prepared for
the workshop, authored by Jack Golding
and myself.

The first day, a four-hour session,
concentrated on developing a vocabulary
of botanical terms that are required when
using the Begoniaeeae Keys. This work
covered characteristic terms used to de­
scribe begonia growth habit, leaves, now­
ers, innorescence, and vestiture. To my
pleasure, everyone renewed their artistic
skills, drawing plant parts and really "See­
ing Begonia". They then became bota­
nists-for-a-day and found words to de­
scribe leaves, flowers and innorescence. I
think that overall, it was a richly rewarding
experience for all paJ1icipants.

The second day, a three-hour ses­
sion, was an exercise in identifying spe­

COfl1il1lled 0/1 page 2 J8.
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PHOTOGRAPHING BEGONIAS
Australian Convention Report

by Colin Jennings

This is the third andjinal article which appeared
in the March 2003 Begonia Australis and IVas
originally presented at the Association of
Australian Begonia Societies Seventh
COllvemioll il1 Perth, Australia ill 2002. The
imroducatioll thal/ollows is by Tricia Marriott,
their editOJ:

Colin Jennings is a retired teacher
of chemistry and science. He graduated
from Adelaide University in science and
received a Diploma in Educationfrom the
same university. He taughtfor seven years
in South Australia before being seconded
to teach in Papua New Guinea for two
years. On returning to South Australia
he was appointed Senior Master in Sci­
ence at Un'brae Agricultural High School
and taught therefor twenty years. He has
a keen interest in a wide range of horti­
cultuml pursuits, especially in the culti­
vation ofspecies plants from a wide range
ofgenera, both native and exotic. He also
has more than a passing interest in pho­
tography.

Many members of Begonia Societies
take photographs of their plants as a
record of their collection and/or for
use in articles or talks.
These photographs may be 'snapshots'
or quality slides or prints.
Most of our photographs are taken in
a 'closed' environment, either at a show
or in another stable environment. Sel­

dom are we going to be in the 'wild'.

This paper was written to give growers
a brief outline of what the writer

considers to be some useful tips.

Why do we take photos?

As a record of flowering.
To use them as an illustration of a
plant in an article or slide presenta­
tion.
To use them for judging purposes.
To use them in an educational way.

To use them for comparing features.

Necessary equipment

• Camera in good working order.
• Supply of appropriate film.
• Method of recording data.
• Variety of lenses to suit all

contingencies (depends how "expert"
you care to be and the budget.)

• Tripod/s.
• Shutter release cable.
• Flash/reflector board/grey card.
• Background cloth.
• Suitable subject to photograph.
• A simple 'repair' kit.

CAMERA

If you want to take 'snapshots' then there
are a number ofquality 'fixed lens' cameras
on the market, ranging from a hundred
dollars or so, up to almost a thousand
dollars.

There are limitations with such equipment,
mainly that close-up shots are difficult and
you have no guarantee that you have the
subject in focus. Also, you do not see
exactly what the film is recording due to
error of parallax.
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By far the most suitable camera is a Single
Lens Reflex. For many years 1 have used a
screw mounted Pentax, with a number of
interchangeable lenses, together with
lens-mounted attachments (I and 2
dioptre) which are screwed onto the front
of the lens and are ideal for very close-up
shots of single flowers etc. Also it is
possible to achieve good close-up shots
using interchangeable rings that can be
placed between the lens and the camera
body. My current camera is a Canon EOS
500, with a similar set of interchangeable
bayonet mounted rings.

FILM

I prefer to use Kodachrome 64 for my
slides. The speed of this film is ideal for
outdoor shots and with the aid of flashlight
very suitable for indoors. Other film brands
are suitable but check out the dominance
of colour in some, greens and reds are
sometimes out of balance for flowers. I find
that the Kodak film is well balanced for
what I do - others may have different
preferences. If you are not using flash,
then a film with an ASA rating of 200 is
about right.

LENSES

There are as many as you can number. 1
have a 50mm macro lens, and find that for
just about everything it is ideal. This
coupled with extension rings enables me
to get within a few centimetrcs of the
subject and allows for very close-up
shots. They are easily attached and simple
to use. Bellows are more expensive and a
bit more difficult to attach. If you have
time then that is fine. A 100mm macro
lens is an expensive addition, but does
give more versatility.
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The only filter I use is a UV filter. This
excludes a large percentage of the UV
light and hence reduces that blue tinge
often seen in outdoor shots. It also
serves as a very effecti ve, and cheap
protector of the lens surface. It is a lot
cheaper to replace a damaged UV filter

than a lens.

TRIPOD

A good tripod is essential. It is absolutely
essential if exposure time is less than 1/
60'h of second, or for any close-up shot. If
taking photos of plants on benches then
the longer legged type is essential.
However, if you are planni ng to take shots
of plants at home and can adjust the
position of the plant, then I prefer to use a
portable type, which extends to no more
than 20cm high at full extension. It is very
versatile and can also be used as a tripod
support when taking pictures of night
scenes by proppi ng it agai nst a wall or
window. Without a tripod, blurring of
pictures will occur, no matter how steady
you think your hand is.

SHUITERRELEASE CABLE

This is an essential when using the tripod.
It avoids the heavy hand on the shutter

button when you have taken so much time
to set yoU!' camera on the tripod, and all of
a sudden - you move it.

FLASHLIGHT

There are many types, some suited to
portrait shots, others to display shots.
Some are too powerful for the more
delicate flower or plant shots and tend
to 'burn' the subject so that it appears
to be horribly overexposed. This can be
overcome by choosing a suitable ring­
flash. The one I have screws on 10 the
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front of the lens. The advantage of the
ring-flash is that it eliminates the
shadow effect and gives an even
distribution of light across the subject.
It might, however, cause the photo to
have a 'flat' look if not used properly.
Flashlights which sit above or beside
the camera body often give a slightly
angled pulse of light, producing
shadows and uneven subject lighting.

BACKGROUNDS

Generally speaking a black or mid-blue is
suitable, but trial and error may be
necessary 10 gi ve you what you want. Best
to have a matte finish, especially if flash is
to be used. /1/ situ photos often do not
need a background sheet, since the foliage,
etc. behind the subject can be a very useful,
out of focus, backdrop. With
backgrounds, it is important to place them
far enough behind the subject so as to
not have shadows cast; 500mm seems to
be about right.

Many otherwise good shots are ruined by
the background. How many times have you
seen a clothes' line, a brick wall, or even
the garden gnome in the background of a
superb begonia plant? A few seconds
planning is worth a lot.

SUBJECT

A little bit of grooming may be required
here. Firstly select the leaveslflowers that
are in good condition. Use sticky tape to
get the problem leaves etc. out of the way.
Remove labels from the pots, unless they
are an important part of the shot. Cover
the pots if they are unsuitable, a black
drape is ideal. Look for those telltale signs
of insects, spiders, slugs, snails etc., and
remove. There is nothing worse than to
find your returned slide/picture with that

ghastly 'monster' standing out. You might
find that it takes several minutes to get
the best aspect before you even start to
think about pressing the shutter release
button.

If you have the option and can move the
plant, it is a good idea to put it in a bed of
stones or sand and then it is possible to
place the pot at an angle to allow you to
get a different view of the plant or flower.

FILL THE FRAME

You have paid for the full film, use it. In
order to get the best result, use the whole
of the frame. To do this you need to get as
close as is possible in order to fill the frame
with the subject. There is nothing more
frustrating than to look at a slide or a
picture in which the subject takes up a
wee part of the frame, when with a little
more attention to framing the subject when
taking the photo, you could end up with a
superb result, rather than just "any old
photo." A single flower with a thick border
of nothing is rather unsightly. Also check
to see, through the viewfinder, if a vertical
rather than a horizontal aspect is better. If
not sure take both!

TAKE NOTES

Keep a notebook to record details of the
shots you take. This might include the
exposures used, (aperture/exposure time).
You might also want to record the date
and the location; if your memory is like
mine you might get it wrong a month later.
Also record the name of the plant, its
owner or any other pertinent data, which
might be of use at a later date. I use a
simple A6 notebook.

Others use a micro-cassette recorder,
adding other useful data in the form of a
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documentary. The recorder also allows
for you to record information if the pictures
have been taken in situ.

Record the data on the sl ides or the back
of the prints as soon as you receive them
back from the processors. It is best to use
a permanent pen: I use a set of 'Overhead

Projection' pens and they are ideal.

STORAGE

Housing photographs can present a few
problems, especially as the collection
grows. Remember dust and light are your
two worst enemies. Wooden slide boxes
(most hold up to 500 slides) are ideal and
it is possible to store the slides in
chronological order or in classes, or in
whatever way you find easiest to manage
and especially, to find them when you
want them. If you have the facility, record
the collection in a database, numbering
each item using an expandable code
system.

Plastic slide sleeves are also good, these
can be stored vertically in a filing
cabinet, or in 4-ring binders. I prefer to
use archival quality material, the cheaper
plastics do have a tendency to affect
slide colour and sometimes "dissolve"
the ink used in labelling.

Mark your slides so that they are placed
'correct way up' for projection. I use
either a red dot in the top right hand
corner or mark the edge of the slide with
a red permanent pen.

REPAIR / EMERGENCY KIT

How often have you had a problem with a
loose screw on a piece of equipment, or a
nut that needs tightening' l I always carry
a small kit in my camera bag. It includes
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some rather interesting bits and pieces,
but each has a use in an emergency.

Two small screwdrivers, one a Phillip's
head type, the other having the
conventional head. A Mini-spanner
set.
Two spring loaded clothes' wooden
pegs - ideal for pegging up a cloth
backdrop outdoors, and sometimes to
hold back a few leaves from the flower
subject.
A scalpel, 'Blue Tack', dressmaking
pins, drawing pins, super glue, rubber

bands, pencil, adhesive tape etc.

I think that you get the picture.

Don't forget a spare set of batteries
for your camera and the flashlight.

Bonnies Greenhouse
We grow Angel Wing Begonias and
lots of perennials. Check us out on
e-bay plants - then
bonnied@f1ash.net -- pictures,
feedback and lots more.

Begonia
'Lana' 4.50
'Sinbad' 4.50
'Cracklin Rosie' 6.00
'My Special Angel' 6.00
'Kismet' 6.00
'Lynda Dawn' 4.50
'Tom Ment' 6.00

Our plants are well rooted in deep
rooting pots. 3 1/2" Shipping by
priority Mail

Toll free # 1/888/799/8202
Bonnies Greenhouse
5198 Orchard, Waco, TX 76705
email: bonnied@f1ash.nel
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Ask Ross: Taking Cane Cuttings
by Ross Bolwell

Recently, your editor \Vas (lIkio!.: CIit/illgS of
calles lind I realiz.ed that despite Iwvil1R taken
ctlltings for years. there were some 11/allY
questions fha/might be asked to which I had I/O

WISH'ers. Since Ross Bohvell \. articlefn)J11 the
last issue Oil calle begonias \l'lIS fresh ill 11Iy
mind, I knew his expertise il1 propagation, und
I knew of his popular column ill Ille
Newsleflel; I decided to ask him some of the
questiolls Ihat occurred to me durill!!, that

session. All bw one of these questiol/s and
anS\l'ers appeared il/ the fates! issue of fhal

lIeH'sleltel: He H'as kind eHough to 1l1lSH'er

these ill some detail and here 1\,;,11 hispermisshm

I gil'e his replies. !JOllier readers should I/lH'l!
experience related fo any (~r Ihese. I'd be
interested il1 YOllr respol1ses as wel/.... FH

To answer your questions, first some
background:

Unlike many plants Cane Begonias
can produce roots both at the node and
also down the full length of the internode
on stem cuttings. Many other plants only
produce roots at the node. For this reason
it really doesn't matter how many nodes
each cutting has as long as it has at least
onc with a viable bud. So if you have lim­
ited stock and need lots of plants then
single node cuttings are suitable. If you
only require one or two plants that reach a
good size quickly then cuttings with sev­
cral nodes are fine. I prefer to use two­
node cuttings, one placed about an inch
below the propagating medium and the
other just above. This way you usually
get a plant that produces shoots from be­
low thc soil for many years. Single node
cuttings with only an internode below the
medium don't produce such shoots.

Now to your questions:

I) Sometimes on a given CUlling there will
be a segment wilh long inlernodes and
Ihen segmenls wilh shorl internodes and I
am wondering if these different Iypes of
segments lead to differences in Ihe planls
resulling from each.

Answer: Such differences in intern­

ode length usually occur because of

particular environmental/physiological

factors when the stem is growing eg:
running out of fertiliser; cold change

etc. Therefore cuttings taken from the

short internodes do not produce plants

any different from those produced from

long internodes. Many professional
growers use dwarfing chemicals to
achieve compact and bushy growth

with more flowers but even this is tem­
porary and grows out after one sea­

son.

2) Are Ihere differences in Ihe resullanl
plant belween starlS made with mallei
cUllings of cane Siems (those where a
branch has occllrred) and a tip clllling?

Answer: No, provided there is a node
at the base of the tip cutting.

3) If you have a CUlling wilh more Ihan
Ihe usuall\' recommended 3 nodes do
.1'011 cut the rest off, bury more of it, or
CUi il inlo more Ihan one ctlliing even if
these wOllld have fewer Ihan Ihe 3?

Answer: Three nodes are not necessary,
but it is insurance for the future plant that
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there is at least a bud or two for new
growth. More nodes on a cutting than
three is OK but probably unnecessary and
you could make more cuttings from i1.
Single node cuttings are the least wise to
take and you need to be sure that there is
that one viable bud. Also with single node
cuttings, I make sure that an inch of inter­
node is below the medium and that the node
is right at soil level. This way future shoots
appear to be coming from soil level, not
above which is less desirable. Burying cut­
tings deeper is not good practice as poorer
aeration with higher water content can
cause stem rot at the base end.

4) When you start a new plant how many
cUllings per pot do you stick? Do you
only use til' cUllings for these?

Answer: I use one, two or three cuttings
per pot. This is dependant on the cultivar,
with free branching begonias such as B
'Flamingo Queen' with one cutting, to
those that do not branch very much get­
ting three cuttings. I use all types of cut­
tings for these. Compact, low growing
canes suited to hanging baskets can have
up to six cuttings per basket.

5) Do you use different approaches to cut­
tings if you are preparing themfor sale or
for your own replacement plants (i.e.
type,numbel; etc)?

c01lfillued }i'ol1l paKe 2/2.
cies using selected varieties and the
Begoniaceae Keys. The work was intense,
the pace was fast, and we were all weary
from our outing to the FWBG. Despite
these limits, we were able to cover ex­
amples of identifying species when little
else was known except having the plant
before us. We also reviewed techniques
to confirm the identity of a newly pur­
cnasecl spec'les, ancl \0 clifferentia\e be­
tween two species when the names were

2J8

Answer: I only take cuttings from well
watered and fertilised plants in full health
no matter where the plants are destined. I
do grow stock plantsldisplay plants in
larger sizes with more cuttings per pot for
obvious reasons. The only time r take cut­
tings from unsuitable plants is when I'm
down to one sad plant that needs rescu­
ing' On some cultivars tip cuttings are less
successful than older stem material and in
such cases I do not use the tips.

6) Do you find that cUllings at certain
times will not take: i.e. winter or high
S1lIl1I1Ier?

Answer: This depends on the specific
conditions under which you are trying to
propagate. Environment is everything.
When I use intermittent mist and bottom
heat (thermostat controlled) cuttings strike
successfully all year around. When I use
a contained atmosphere (terrarium) cut­
tings sti II strike readi Iy most of the year (a
small drop olT in winter). If I attempt cut­
tings without adequate warmth or humid­
ity then success is reduced significantly.
The best time for good results when you
do not have adequate facilities is to propa­
gate from mid-spring to early summer and
then again in early autumn. I find almost
total failure in a cold glasshouse in winter
(our winters are relatively mild) and a less
than 50% strike rate in mid summer when
temps are very high.

known, but the identities were confused.
Numerous additional examples were avail­
able in the workbook. but were deferred
due to time limits. Additional copies of the
workbook used in this program are now
avai lable and can be purchased for $20.00
from me (absastro@hotmail.com)orfrom
Cheryl Lener. at the ABS Bookstore
(Lenert@nash.net). These books will make
an excellent addition to any ABS Branch
library or to your individual collection.
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MINUTES OF AN UAL
BUSI ESS MEETING
American Begonia Society

Grapevine, TX August 30, 2003

Annual reports received from
branches were prescnted. Most branches
appear to be doing fairly well. The Astro
and Palm Beaches Branches appear to be
among the most active. A few branches
such as Chicago are struggling.

Branch Relations Director Mary
Bucholtz reported that a Branch Relations
Newsletter was mailed in May. There are
three new groups working on formation of
branches in Palm Coast, FL, Tampa, FL,
and Austin, TX. The Rocky Mountain
Branch appears to be no longer active since
no response was received to an inquiry
about their status.

Membership Secretary Arlene
Ingles reported that there are currently 1395
members and that this number is up from
937 in May. She provided additional data
that shows a sharp memhership rise in June
to 1363 followed by a fall to 1260 in July.
The August figure of 1395 is made up of90
organization, 63 life members, I 118 domes­
tic members and 124 foreign members.
Branches still bring in most new members
and the internet brings in a much lesser
but still significant number.

Ann Salisbury reported sales in­
come for various funds for this fiscal year:
Millie Thompson Publication Fund
$2695.00; Back Issues 15.00; Begolliall
Advertising 1695.00; Begolliallilldex
47.00; Catalog of Registered Begollia
Cllitimrs 60.00.

Conservation Chair Bill Claybaugh
repolled that species lists were received
since April from the ew England Tropical
Conservatory, Brooklyn Botanical Garden
and the Botanic Gardens of Glasgow. The
total number of species reported is now up
to 717. Thirty-nine species have been sent

to Ohio State University this year for their
Omamental Plant Gernlplasm Conservation
Program. A workshop on Begonia De­
scription and Use of the Begoniaceae Keys
was held. Fifteen more species have been
transferred to the Fort Worth Botanical
Garden in the last four months.

Ballot Counting Chair Ingeborg Foo
provided information on the recent elec­
tion ofofficers. The tOlal number of votes
cast was 167, a distinctly largcr number
than in recent years. The votes tallied as
follows:

President Howard Berg 162
Ist Vice Pres. Janet Brown 164
2nd Vice Pres. Mary Sakamoto 164
Secretary Richard Macnair 165
Treasurer Carol Notaras 165

Auditor Paul Tsamtsis reported that
the books of the Americall Begollia Soci­
ety appear to be in order as of the examina­
tion date, August 23, 2003.

Judging Chair Maxine Zinman re­
ported sending cultural certificates to
seven branchcs. Two new judges werc
approved and four are pending. A judging
school was held in Grapevine, TX, at the
Southwest Region Get-together.

Save Our Species NelVsle/ler Editor
Rekha Morris reported compiling a list of
members who had previously adopted spe­
cies. The total was 96. Her first newsletter
was sent to all of these adopters. Subse­
quentJy J0 members adopted J6 species.
Since then these numbers have grown to
48 members adopting 42 species. The list
of adopters and species adopted is in the
ncwsletters. Number 4 newsletter is
planned to be available by the end of the
year.

Entries and Classification Chair
Leora Fuentes reported that the Southwest
Region Show had 53 entries by 10
exhibitors.

Begonian Editor Freda Holley once
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again asked for more contributions of ar­
ticles.

Grant Review Committee Chair Janet
Brown reported that the election of new
officers means that Mary Sakamoto will be
the new chair of the committee. Appointed
member terms are about to expire so the
president will likely have to appoint new
members to the committee subject to board
approval.

Business Manager Gene Salisbury
reported that the ABS has had a good
year.

Back Issues Chair Donna Marchek
reported a modest number of requests for
back issues. Ann Salisbury announced
that if a branch desires a large quantity
such as 50, 75 or 100 copies they should
contact her.

Holiday Ad Chair Wanda Macnair
reported that $2063 has been collected thus
far for the Begonian.

It was announced that Rudy
Ziesenhenne, Joy Logee Martin, Marga­
ret Lee, Ramona Parker, Irene Nuss,
Ruth Pease and Normand Dufresne were
seriously ill (Normand had angioplasty).
Members and branches are urged to send
cards and letters.

Respectfully Submitted

Richard Macnair, Secretary

MINUTES OF BOARD
MEETING

American Begonia Society
Grapevine, TX, August 30, 2003

President Morris Mueller opened
the meeting and asked Eugenia Cooke to
read the Aims and Purposes of the Soci­
ety. The minutes of the prior meeting in
Oklahoma City on April 26, 2003, were ap­
proved as published. There were 28 mem­
ber votes present.

Treasurer Carol Notaras presented
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financial reports for the last four months
and for the fiscal year. For the period April
I to July 31,2003, the general fund begin­
ning balance was $9490.65 and ending bal­
ance was $16,618.84. During this period
income was $25,991.37 while expenses were
$8,863.18. The increase was due to the
success of the Oklahoma City Convention
which netted $9629.77. The combined
checking accounts that include the gen­
eral fund, seed fund and Begonion mailing
fund began with $12.006.18 and ended with
$18,008.62. Savings accounts beginning
balance was $62,608.89 and ending balance
was $64,438.04. The combined checking
and savings totals began with $74,615.07
and ended with $82,446.66. For the fiscal
year August I, 2002 to July 31,2003 the
general checking account began with
$15,143.56. With income of$68,983.79 and
disbursement of $67,508.51 the ending
balance was $16,618.84. The combined
seed fund, Begonion mailing fund and gen­
eral fund began with $15,318.07 and ended
with $18,008.62. Savings account totals
were $57,064.17 initial and $64,438.04 final.
Combined savings and checking accounts
began with $72,382.24 and ended with
$82,446.66 indicating a $1 OK increase for
the year.

Three board positions have been
vacated recently. President Mueller rec­
ommended the following members to fill
the vacancies, all of whom have accepted
the responsibilities: Sandy Boyd as Mem­
ber at Large Editor, Ann Salisbury as
Awards Chair and Jeanne Jones as Histo­
rian. The board approved all three.

An invitation was received to hold
the winter board meeting in Tampa, FL, in
conjunction with the University of South
Florida Botanical Garden's Annual Bego­
nia Bash on February 27-29, 2004. The
board accepted the invitation.

Respectfully Submitted

Richard Macnair, Secretary
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In the Mailbox
by Greg Sytch, Horticultural

Correspondent

Q: I picked up a begonia while in Brazil.
It has large round leaves, green, and
spreads with a rhizome that grows up­
right. Flowers are tall, white. Any idea
what it is?

A: Well, this sounds like many begonias

that are common in Brazil. Without a pic­
ture, it is impossible to tell. Even then, I
need more information like how you are
growing it, from what part of Brazil it was
obtained, etc .. but a picture is definitely
needed.

Q: (From spring) There are white spots
all over my rex begonias. It seems to spread
and the leaves eventually fall off What is
it?

A: Mildew1ln late winter and spring, mil­

dew is common on rexes grown in areas
with high morning moisture and changes
in day/night temperatures, such as March
usually sees. To prevent mi Idew, keep your
growing area well ventilated, remove old
and spent leaves, and spray every few
weeks with a general fungicide. If the plant
is overall healthy, it will outgrow the midlew
as afternoon temperatures rise in late
spring. You should see healthy growth
soon after spraying.

TIP: Please, please, try to offer me com­
plete information when asking about a cer­
tain species or hybrid, I have written in the
past regarding this: Area obtained, how it
is grown, etc... and a picture is required.
You can embed or send as an attachment.
If I do not know, I try to send it on to sev­
eral gurus who help me out! Without suffi-

cient information, it is like a needle in a
haystack.

TIP: Lf a begonias appears to languish, and
is suffering from what appears to be
overpotting and too much moisture, try a
trick I use. Remove the soil from the pot
and lay it down on a sheet of newspaper or
cloth, in the shade. Just lay it down, Allow
it to dry for a few days until you pick it up,
and loose soi I falls off leaving a rather dry
rootball. Remove old leaves, and repot in a
size just barely large enough to
accomodate the roots, This will allow the
plant to grow new, healthy roots and re­
cover. And .. when repotting, be cautious
when watering addingjust a little until new
growth appears. This also works inside
during winter. HAVE A GREAT HOLIDAY
SEASON!

If you have any questions, feel free to
ask me at: Greg Sytch - gsytch@cs,com
OR snal mail 6329 Alaska Avenue, New
Port Richey FL 34653, 727-841-9618.

Greg Sytch, Horticultural Correspon­
dent
r-----------,
: Greg Needs Questions!! :
I Send yours to him today! I
L .J

Correction

Johanna Zinn has asked that we tell
you that Mark Tebbitt from the Brooklyn
Botanic Garden has identified the begonia
which was once thought to be B. gllttata
(see the Begoniall of May/June 2000,
cover, pages 83 and 98 ff.) as B. variabilis
Ridley.

This one is in Section Parvibegonia
and was first described in 1929. If you
have one of these, you will want to change
its label.
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Fort Worth Species Bank Update
by Linda Shires

The Fort Worth Begonia Species Bank is very fortunate to have supporters from
so many branches of ABS. The generosity of the members of ABS and SWR is greatly
appreciated [Branches and individual members made generous contributions at the
Banquet during the SWR Get-Together and ABS Annual Meeting. Kenny Wilkerson
first bought and then donated that huge B. roxburghii that won the national Best of
Show in April for a double whammy donation. Ed.] Plants were also donated from the
2003 SWR Get-Together show and sale and will be used for display in the newly re­
opened Exhibition Greenhouse and to enlarge the Species Bank.

A date has been set for the next cutting party at the Species Bank greenhouse; it
will be Saturday, December 6 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Clippers and zip lock bags will be
provided for the participants. There will be lots of food and drinks to enjoy as well as
fellow ABS Members to talk to. All ABS members are invited to this event so bring your
appetite for begonias and other goodies. It will be a festive even!.

Seed Fund Note

Ed Bates who prepares the seed
fund descriptions has moved and his com­
puter is not up and running yet, thus the
briefness of the seed fund on the next
page.

Michael Ludwig tells us the Master
List is being prepared for the January/Feb­
ruary Issue. Remember that you may still
order from the master list published in the
January/February 2003 issue through this
month.

THE NORTH AMERICAN LILY SOCIETY, INC.
A Society to Promote the Cuhure of Lilies

We would like to invite you 10 add the Genus Lilium
to your garden--the true Lilies. Join us by sending annual
dues of $20 for I year or $55 for 3 years.

Send to: Dr. Robert Gilman
NALS Executive Secretary
P.O. Box 71, Owalonna, MN 55060
For further information: www.lilies.org

The Association for plant & flower people who grow
in hobby green houses and windows!

Quarterly Magazine and Newsletter * Growing & Maintenance Help & Advice
Dues: USA $22/yr. Canada/Mexico $24/yr, Overseas $25, (US. funds/bank. MOl

Sample magazine $3.50, Directory a/Greenhouse Mallufacturers & Distrihutors $2.50

Hobby Greenhouse Association
8 Glen Terrace, Bedford, MA 01730-2048

http://www.hobbygreenhouse.org
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CLAYTON M. KELLY
SEED FUND LISTING
The Margaret Lee Branch,

San Diego County, CA
Michael Ludwig, Administrator

The seed ji/lld is a sen'ice 10 memhers
011/)'. II is a privilege oIyour memhership.

DISCLAIMER: The seeds distributed by
the seed fund are identi fied as recei ved
from the donors. The seed fund cannot
guarantee that the identification is correct.
The species names (in italics) repol1ed here
are correct based on the latest information
from BEGONJACEAE, Ed. 2; Golding, and
Wasshausen.

When you find that seeds received from
the seed fund do not develop into the
plant described please notify the Seed
Fund SO that a warning can be published
for others who may have received seeds
from the same batch. Each offering is
identified by a code to be used whenever
writing to the Seed Fund about the seeds.
The descriptions published are from the
literature and apply to the name used for
the offeri ngs.

The Seed Fund needs donations of
seeds. Seeds may be traded for listed
seeds. Seeds may be ordered from the
master list by name. Ifyou have a special
need ask the Seed Fund Administrator.
Please pollinate your species begonias
with pollen from other plants of the same
species and contribute (or exchange) to
the seed fund.

Most packets of species seeds are
$1.50: all packets of cultivars (including
open pollinated) seeds are 50¢ per packet.
Very rare seeds and newly collected seeds
will be $2.0001' more per packet. California
residents please add 7.75 % sales tax. All

orders must be accompanied by check or
money order, payable in US funds ONLY,
to The Clayton M. Kelly Seed Fund.

Costs of mailing: US only: 1-12 packets
$1: 13-24, $1.35; 25-36, $1.71; 37-48 (2 cans),
$2.30; 49-60, $2.66.
Canada only: 1-12 packets, $1. I0; 13-24,
$1.46; 25-36, $1.82; 37-48 (2 cans) $2.35;
49-60, $2.71.
Mexico only: 1-12 packets, $1.15; 13-24,
$1.51; 25-36, $1.87; 37-48 (2 cans), $2.50;
49-60. $2.81.
All other international mail: 1-12
packets, $1.85; 13-24, $2.68; 25-36. $3.68;
37-48. $4.68; 49-60, $5.68. Please send
your order with payment to:

AMERlCAN BEGONIASOCIETY

CLAYl'ONM. KELLYSEED FUND
Michael Ludwig
6040 Upland St.
San Diego, CA 921 14-1933

TheCLAYTONM. KELLY SEED FUND is
managed by the Margaret Lee Branch of
the ABS in San Diego County, California ..

Thank you to recent donors for their seed
donations: Ronit Bank, Jackie Davis,
Beatrice Huckreide, Barry Mann, and
Thelma O'Reilly

Fresh Seed for this issue includes:

B. egregia
B. fagifolia
B. peltata (syn. B. incana)
B. johnstonii
B. kenworthii
B. odorata -- open pollinated
B. peltata
B. sericoneura
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Begonias plus fragrant and flowering

tropicals ~

LOGEE'S GREENHOUSES
141 North Street

Danielson, CT 06239
Phone toll free: 888-330-8038

Or visit our website: www.logees.com

Begonia Cuttings and Plants
Send $2.00 for 2003 list

Kay's Greenhouses
207 W. Southcross Blvd.

San Antonio, TX 78221-1155

Join the National

Fuchsia Society
MEMBERSHIP $15 per year includes bi­
monthly FUCHSIA FAN. The new A to
Z on Fuchsias abridged version $6.95 plus
$1 shipping (CA residents add $.42 tax.)
Mail to: National Fuchsia Society.
11507 E. 187 SI.. Artesia CA 90701

Shop our Advertisers!
...And tell them who sent you!

LAURAY OF SALISBURY
Begonias, Gesneriads, Orchids

Cacti & Succulents
432 Underlllountain Road, Rt. 41

Salisbury, CT 06068-1102
Call ahead (860) 435-2263

2003-4 Catalogue $2
http://www.Lauray.colll

LOSANGELES INTERNATIONAL
FERN SOCIETY

INVITES YOU TO JOIN
GROW HARDY AND TROPICAL FERNS

MEMBERSHtP tNCLUDES:
SUBSCRIPTION TO LAtFS JOURNAL

(6 issues) WITH FERN LESSONS. SPORE
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CONVENTION NEWS:
SAN DIEGO 2004

by Michael Ludwig

Start saving your money to visit us in 2004!
Given a choice to live someplace else, San Diego came in second only

to New York, NY as the place most people would like to live, so come visit
us for the ABS National convention during the week of August 24 - 29, 2004.

We've started planning bus trips, garden tours, seminars, greenhouse
tours and many other fun and exciting things to do and see. Our hardest part is
nan·owing the field ofactivities so there is still time for the most important prut
of a convention..visiting with friends and talking begonias and other shadeloving
plants. Let us know if you have suggestions!

We have arranged to be at the beautiful Town and Country Hotel and
Convention Center in the heart of Mission Valley. Go to
www.towncountry.com for a virtual tour to see what it offers for the whole
family. With 4 restaurants, numerous convention venues, 4 pools, towers or
garden rooms for accommodations there's something for everyone. Over a
foot bridge behind the hotel is Fashion Valley, the lru·gest shopping mall in San
Diego; plus a station where you can boru·d the trolley and go to Old Town,
where California began; on to Downtown San Diego, the Gaslamp District of
shops and restaurants; or ride it all the way to the US/Mexican border and
visit Tijuana.

There hasn't been a convention in San Diego since 1986 and we have
lots to share. Please save the dates on your calendar and start saving your
money as San Diego is a top tourist destination ALL YEAR with plenty to
keep you busy even if you don't have a Begonia convention to attend.

Remember: Every ABS Convention has
Tours, a Begonia Show, Boutique with special Begonia Artisitic

Items; and most ofall the Fabulous, Wonderful
Plant Sale! This year you are sure to find California Hybrids Old

and New You've Never Seen Before.
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COlllilluedfrolll page 237

two tour buses arrived together, Bobbitt
recalled. "We were so busy that those of
us behind the counter were afraid to look
up for two hours. The end of the line was
out of sight. It was great."

Davis of the begonia society thinks
the nursery 'looks 100 percent better' than
in the past. "I was there not long ago," she
said, "and things were really sharp look­
ing and there were a lot more plants to
choose from."

Whi Ie the plants cost more than a
common begonia would at a chain store,
Bobbitt has held the line on price increases.
"People just aren't about to pay high
prices today," she explained. "We can get
by without going up."

In the early days, Antonelli Bros.
also had a large wholesale business and
was known for hybridizing and growing all
its own begonia tubers. (A tuber is an un­
derground structure at the base of the stem,
like a plant bulb.) Nowadays the nursery
is nearly all retail and largely mail-order.
Because it no longer has the ground to
grow its own tubers, Antonelli Bros. pro­
vides seed from its original "American hy­
brid" begonia strain to a wholesale grower,
who grows the tubers and returns them to
the nursery.

An exception are "Ant Nelli's Cham­
pions," several dozen varieties of pre­
mium-priced plants that are cutting grown.
They don't have names,just numerical des­
ignations like AB44 and AB66. These
plants have the very best flower form and
abundance of bloom of all those ever
grown at Antonelli Bros.

California's only other tuberous be­
gonia nursery is Weidners' Gardens in
Encinitas, north of San Diego. There also
had been retail begonia nurseries in Call11el
Valley. Big Sur and along the North Coast.
but all are gone.

Antonelli Bros. is a survivor. The
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nursery was founded in 1935 by Pat, Pete,
John and Allie Antonelli, who had worked
for Vetterle & Reinelt as young men. This
was a time of begonia ascendancy in the
U.S., even though small-flowered tuberous
begonias had been known in Europe since
1804. In the I930s, nearly 99 percent of the
begonia tubers sold in the country were
grown in Capitola and Santa Cruz by Brown
Bulb Ranch, Antonelli Bros. and Vetterle
& Reinelt. The Antonelli brothers were
known for having developed a large-flow­
ered strain they called'American hybrid,'
including double ruffled picotee begonias,
hanging basket picotees and ruffled hang­
ing basket plants. (A "picotee" flower has
a petal edge in a contrasting color.)

Of the founders, only Bobbitt's fa­
ther Pete survives in frail health at age 87
and visits the nursery occasionally. The
Antonelli family was instrumental in de­
veloping Capitola's moniker as the "Be­
gonia Capital of the World" and in starting
the 51-year-old Capitola Begonia Festival,
which takes place over Labor Day week­
end. The other gardeners' event that hap­
pens on Labor Day weekend is Spice ight,
when Antonelli Bros. stays open in the
evening to feature plants that are fragrant
only at night. Mellow music is provided
by a local jazz band, 'The Usual Suspects."
In addition, the nursery hosts special days
for members of ABS and the American
Fuchsia Society. While it's a begonia nurs­
ery, a large selection of fuchsias now pro­
vides major sales in spring and early sum­
mer before the begonias are blooming.

The nursery also features other
shade-garden plants, including a selection
of rhizomatous, cane-type and rex­
cultorum begonias. Current customers are
in famous company. The nursery was rec­
ommended as a fuchsia source earlier this
ycar by Martha Stewart on her television
show. Hundreds of emails ensued. Other
celebrities who have purchased Antonelli
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plants over the years include Shirley
Temple Black, Madonna, Hugh Hefner and
the late Bob Hope and Alfred Hitchcock.

"We strive for quality in the plants
we stock," Bobbitt pointed out, "and, if
you ask, you get real advice from some­
body who has been growing these plants
for years."

For information or to order a catalog,
log on to www.infopoint.comlsc/marketJ
antnelli

This article appeared earlier in
slightly different form in the Santa Cru~

Sentinel.

Tips from a Garden Editor

Cheryl Lellertfrom Houston sent on/his
leller of advice Fom her local gardening
editor: She and I think it is great advice
for everyone!

If your group depends on publicity for
the success of your events/fundraisers,
then you really should consider your
Publicity Chairman as important if not
more important than the President/
Chairman. After all, if the Publicity
Chairperson doesn't do his/her job, the
event will fail- no matter what anyone
else does.

Start a Publicity Notebook. In it put all
notes, emails, letters sent, releases,
newspaper clippings, etc. This notebook
should be passed on to each incoming
P.c. That way, he/she can look back
over past events, see to whom notices
were sent and when, see what kind of
publicity resulted, etc. Notes should
cover those to whom the Publicity
Chairperson spoke with numbers, email
addresses, and the kind of responses or
information they were given.

Cloudy Valley Nursery
935 W. Isabella St.
Lebanon, Oregon 97355
(541)258-7517
goetzk@begonias.com

* Begonias
* Ferns & Selaginellas
* Begonia Books

*Propagating Supplies

Visit our web page at www.begonias.com

Corrections

Please note that Houston Knight should
have been identififed as the correct
National Director for the South Bay
Begonia Society Branch, Hawthorne,
California in the July/August Directory
of Begonia Societies. His address is
13455 Hadley, Whittier, CA 9060 I, Phone:
562-693-1973.

Donna Marsheck's Unidentified
Rhizome should have been identified as
the winner in the Novice Division in the
Convention 2003 listing on page 171 of
the September/October 2003 issue.
Apologies to Donna'
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VeIHed Greenhouse Healers.

Southern Burner Co. Begonias - Gesneriads

Rare Flowering Planls & Vines

Kartuz Greenhouses
J408 Sunset Dr., Dept. B

Vista, CA 92083-653~~~~1~~~
760-941-3613

Catalog:
$2.00, Free 10

ABS Members

http://www.kartuz.com

~
~~

Specialists
in the heating
needs of the

hobby grower
sio(;e 1923.

Model A-I 25.000 BTU
Vented Orchid House Heater

Dependable vented orchid house heaters.
Economical heat 011 natural or LP gas.

"No Electricity Required,'"
Millivolt controls available with "Setback"

thermostat for day & night temperatures.
For literature and prices. give U~ ;1 call or drop U~ a line.

Advertise in the Begonian!
Contact:

Ann Salisbury
580-628-5230

Email: geneann@cableone.net

Southern Burner CO.
P.O. Box 885' Chickasha, OK 73023

(800) 375·5001 * (405) 224-5000
FAX: (405) 224·0500

ROB'S VIOLETS
Specialists in African Violets & Gesneriads
7-time winner, Best New Cultivar Award
8-time winner, Best Commercial Display

Weiss' Gesneriads
We grow Begonias too!

Plants Grown for Distinctive Foliage
We offer a good selection of small and

miniature varieties at $4 each, your choice

Episcias Sinningias
Begonias Chiritas

Plants - Cuttings
Free Catalogue

(216) 321-6785

2293 S. Taylor Road
Clevelalld Heights, Ohio 44118

10 different varieties, our choice $30
Add $12 per order for shipping

We ship anywhere (intemationally), anytime
(ask us about winter delivery)

SAFE DELIVERY GUARANTEED!

FOR FULL·COLOR CATALOG, SEND $2
~.ROBSWOLE~COM

PO BOX 696, NAPLES, NY 14512
PHONE: 585-374-8592

Your begonias will feel right at home growing with gesneriads!

American Gloxinia and Gesneriad Society
Annual dues: $20. Outside U.S.: $25 AGGS Membership Secretary
Quarterly Journal. extensive seed Robert clark
fund, judging schools. allnual 118 Byron Ave.
convention Lawrence. MA -01841-4444 USA
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Preparing for Trips to Veracruz and
Oaxaca States to Document Species

Begonias
by Rekha Morris

Bill Claybaugh, Conservation Chai/; and
your editor have been so impressed with
the extensive preparation that Rekha
undertakes before a collecting trip that
we asked her to document this work for us
for the last trip she took. This article then
serves as an introduction to the article on
the collecting trip which will follow in
the next issue. The accuracy of her
collection information can thus be
understood bella -FH

With each trip to Mexico to docu­
ment the species begonias of Veracruz and
adjacent Oaxaca states, I continue not only
to be astonished at the incredibly rich flora
of this country [considered by many to be
the third most important region in the world
after Brazil and Colombia with regard to its
biodiversity] but also with the difficulty of
locating sites where begonias have been
documented by plant explorers of the past
two centuries. No maller how detai led cur­
rent road maps are of these two states or
of Mexico in general, they do not mark the
many smaller, often gravel or dirt roads to
tiny villages and selliements along which
begonias were documented by those who
a century or so ago traveled on horseback
or mules through the hilly terrain of the
eastern branch of the Sierra Madre. Also
missing from current road maps are the
local names of hills and cliffs often re­
ferred to as "cerro" or "barranca" by
which begonia sites were designated.

The deeper r want to penetrate into
the mountainous regions where begonias
thrive, the more I realize that I have to find

more detailed, topographical maps. A pass­
ing remark by Prof. Burt-Utley that she
now uses only topographical maps dur­
ing her trips to Mexico and Central
America impelled me to locate these for
myself. Despite the cliches which are fre­
quently associated with Mexico and the
supposedly lazy and disorganized atti­
tudes of its inhabitants, my own experi­
ences have demonstrated otherwise. In the
matter of topographical maps and their
availability, Mexico surpasses all other
countries including the USA as nowhere
are these made avai lable to the traveler at
the airport as they are at Mexico City's
airport.

This April, no sooner had we cleared
customs and found a porter to help us with
our luggage, we headed in search of the
airport offices of INEG!, Instituto Nacional
de Estadistiea Geografia e Informatica. Its
offices are smaller than most of the airport
boutiques and newspaper stalls, but its
staff proved to be extremely helpful and
gracious, managing to find all but one of
the topographical maps I was searching
for. Not finding the one I wanted, a de­
tailed map of the Orizaba and Cordoba re­
gions, they referred us to their head office
in Mexico City.

That evening I studied the maps I
had picked up and realized that each state
of Mexico is divided into square inch grids,
and each of these little squares is then
magnified I: 50,000 and numbered appro­
priately. The following day we visited the
head office and r picked up about half a
dozen of these detailed topographical
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Locating appropriately detailed
maps of the areas I want to cover
during each of these trips is only
one of two major hurdles which
make my efforts to document
species begonias in Veracruz and
Oaxaca both callenging and
frustrating.

maps relevant to the itinerary I had planned
for this trip. Since Orizaba and Cordoba
fall in distinct squares of the grid for the
state of Veracruz, I needed two maps to
cover this area, and to my disappoint­
ment only one was available, that for
Orizaba. The
INEGI employee
realizing my dis­
appointment
found me one of
thei r road maps
of this region,
which is far more
detailed [magni­
fication I: I 000
000] than the
most detailed
one I had been
using, one by Hallwag covering all of
Mexico [magnification is I: 2, 600, 000].
Despite this I have not been able to locate
some of the minor dirt roads leading to ar­
eas south of Cordoba, which I know I have
to locate on my next trip to Veracruz. It is
quite possible that r will not be able to lo­
cate all the relevant sites as there are a few
sites which Prof. Burt-Utley has failed to
locate despite her years of experience and
the thousands of miles she has traveled
through Mexico and Central America.

Locating appropriately detailed
maps of the areas I want to cover during
each of these trips is only one of two major
hurdles which make my efforts to docu­
ment species begonias in Veracruz and
Oaxaca both challenging and frustrating.
The second and certainly the more signifi­
cant and time consuming of the two is to
find the literature which enables me to lo­
cate the various begonia species to be
found in these two states. The monumen­
tal catalog of the genus Begoniaceae pre­
pared by Smith, Wasshausen, Golding and
Karegeannes [SlIlifhsonian Confribu­

tions to Botany, number 60, 1986], and the

230

2nd edition by Golding and Wasshausen
published in 2002 list some 100 species of
begonias as being native to Mexico. How­
ever, these annotated species listings do
not indicate in which states or districts
these begonia species are to be located

except for Brazil and
China. Helpful
though it is to know
that there are approxi­
mately a hundred spe­
cies to be found in
Mexico, it is a long and
painstaking process
to check out the bib­
Iiographical refer­
ences for each to de-
termine which of
these hundred spe­

cies are to be found in Veracruz and Oaxaca.
Moreover, some of these references are
not available anywhere except at highly
specialized libraries such as those of the
Missouri Botanical Garden in SI. Louis,
and these are not circulated via the inter­
library loan system which is such an in­
valuable aid to scholarship in this country.

[n talking to various botanists I dis­
covered that the field Museum of Natural
History in Chicago had been involved in
conducting a survey of the flora of
Veracruz state in the 1970s. This made it
imperative for me to consult their herbarium
in order to find out how many species be­
gonias their team of botanists had found
during their field work. I was able to do
this in mid-July of this year. By adding spe­
cies described by Prof. Burt-Utley as be­
ing from Veracruz as well as a few I have
already collected there but which are not
listed in the list I compiled at the Field
Museum herbarium, I now have a tenta­
tive list of some 25 species begonias to be
found in Veracruz state.

Fortunately for my project the first
and most crucial step is to begin with any-
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thing published by Prof. Burt-Utley on the
begonias of Mexico, specifically those from
Veracruz and Oaxaca, make a list of these,
and determine the localities where they are
to be found. I had started doing this prior
to my long trip in Dec. 2000 to Jan. 2003
[The Begonian, May / June, 2003 ], how­
ever, as my goals for each trip are distinct,
it is necessary to go over the many articles
and monograph [A Revision of Central
American Species of Begonia section
Gireoudia (Begoniaceae), Tulane Stud­
ies in Zoology and Botany. vol. 25, no. I,
1985] by Prof. Burt-Utley to make abso­
lutely sure that I have not missed out on
any references to the begonias I am trying
to document on each of these trips in the
copious footnotes to all her studies. This
requires repeated consultation both with
the citations listed by her and the appro­
priate detailed maps of the regions I plan
to cover.

For this trip in April 2003 I first be­
gan by deciding which of the begonia spe­
cies described by her were within a day or
two of driving distance of Mexico City
where my husband was participating in a
conference, and of Tropical World near
Fortin de las Flores between Orizaba and
Cordoba where we have made our base for
the past three trips to the area. There were
three species on my most wanted list
which I decided were within the designated
parameters, B. kanvinskyana. B.
xilitlensis, and B. mariti. The first two had
been documented north of Mexico City in
the environs of Tamazunchale in San Luis
Potosi, and the third one in northwestern
Oaxaca, south of Cordoba. In planning our
drive northwards, I not only jOlled down
where I might find B. karwinskyana and
B. xilitlensis but also those begonias I am
now familiar with from other locales which
might also be seen along the routes we
needed to take. This required further
checking through footnotes of Prof. Burt-

Utley's writings.
Since B.llelumbijolia has a fairly

wide distribution, I began by checking out
the footnotes [equally extensive as they
comprised a two columned page in fine
print] for this species in Prof. Burt-Utley's
monograph on begonias of section
Gieroudia, and discovered that it is to be
found along the route we were to take
through Hidalago state south of
Tamazunchale. I followed the same pro­
cess for B. heracleijolia, another species
which has an extensive habitat, and dis­
covered that although the footnotes for
this species extended over nearly two
double columned pages of fine print in her
monograph, it was not mentioned as being
along the route we were to take. In check­
ing footnotes in the numerous articles by
Prof. Burt-Utley I have so far accumulated,
I did find it mentioned as being in the envi­
rons ofTamazunchale. I repeated the same
process for as many begonia species as I
knew might be found in Veracruz state, a
time consuming but necessary process for
documenting as accurately as possible all
the begonias I encounter and photograph
during each trip. Additionally, since all
begonias do not bloom and set seed at the
same time, it is necessary [0 be aware of as
many species of begonias as one is likely
to encounter during each trip so that sceds
may be collected as and when encoun­
tered.

Since the April trip was to last only
a week, I was able to complete this prepa­
ratory work in Mexico City while my hus­
band was busy at the conference, two long
days which extended well beyond mid­
night. Needless to say this preparatory
work is best done long before leaving for
Mexico, and this is precisely what I have
been engaged in since July. With one ex­
ception I now have the pertinent INEGI
maps I need to plan my October trip which
will focus on two broad geographical ar-
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Poster, above, prepared by Rohit Namjoshi from phoros raken by Rekha Morris of some of
the begonias collected during her lastlWo trips to Mexico. Begoniasfrom/eft ro right: Top
Row B. carolineifolia, B. heracleifolia, B. heracleifolia and B. mariti; Cel11er B.ludicra;
BOl1om: B. karwinskyana, B. heraceifolia, B. heracleifolia and B. thiemei. Below is the
landscape of Begonia habitat from which Rekha collected. Phoros by Rekha Morris.
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eas.
Before taking any field trips to docu­

ment begonias I plan to begin by consult­
ing the Xalapa University Herbarium to
ascertain whether my list of 25 begonias
for Veracruz is complete and accurate, and
to add others which are to be found in
Veracruz but are not on my list. This done
I make Xalapa my base and begin explor­
ing an area covering some 150 km in ra­
dius around Xalapa where I hope to find
five or six species I have not yet docu­
mented in Veracruz. Since roads to these
sites are unpaved, dirt and rubble roads
through mountainous areas it is uncertain
how long this exploration around Xalapa
will take. The second area targeted for ex­
ploration during this trip is a 35 km section
of low limestone hills around Acatlan on
the borders of Veracruz and Oaxaca states.
This is an area some 7-8 hours driving time
away from Xalapa requiring an overnight
stay somewhere along the way as this will
allow us to commence our explorations
early the following morning.

Although I have been planning to
go back to the Lake Catemaco area which
is southeast of the city of Veracruz, and
nearly 1800 miles from the US-Mexico bor­
der, each time the primary areas of focus
have taken longer to cover so that I have
had to keep postponing exploration of this
area. It is quite possible that as in the past
it will require more time to cover thc two
major areas described above especially
since there are numerous small and wind­
ing roads through the hilly terrain in the
Xalapa area.

Time consuming though it is to travel
in the less frequented areas of Mex ico, this
is not as frustrating as yet another hurdle
in documenting begonias. Despite the
detailed topographical maps from INEGl,
there are a few sites which I have yet to
locate, and others where begonias were
documented in the past, have since been

cleared for fanning and /01' developed for
urbanization so that no begonias are left
to document. One such area is a short
stretch on the Xalapa - Veracruz road be­
tween two seulements, Cerro Gordo and
Plan del Rio where B. nelumbijo/ia was
recorded thriving along the roadside. Al­
though we drove up and down this short
stretch several times, I failed to find any
begonias. Areas adjacent to this road have
been given over to orchards and sugar
cane plantations, and the road itself is now
a major thoroughfare between Xalapa and
the coast with food stalls, kiosks, truck
refueling centers and so on lining it almost
all the way to its junction with highway
180 leading south to Veracruz city.

The area around Acatlan which I
need to explore is not extensive, however,
access to these limestone hills is through
acres and acres of sugar cane plantations
requiring permission to trek through pri­
vately owned property.

Although I anticipate delays I remain
hopeful that we might be able to go to Lake
Catemaco on this trip. In preparation I
have made a list of begonias which 1 am
likely to find around Lake Catemaco and
fUlthereast around Minatitlan. Now I need
to identify and locate the relevant sites on
the topographical maps of this castern
section of Veracruz state just in case we
find time to race off to Lake Catemaco as
well this October!

August 14th, 2003

To be continued ill the January/February
2004 issue.

Correction

Rekha Morris now believes the be­
gonia she collected in Costa Rica pictured
on the cover of the January/February 200 I
cover, page I, is of B. cOl1vallariodora.
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Everyone was slruck by Ihe brillianl color ofGordoII Gudger's B. brevirimoso. Pholo is by
Doug Pridgen AI righl is a phorofromlhe highlighl oflhe Gel-Togelher, Ihe visillo Ihe ForI
Worlh BOTanic Garden. This is Ihe newly reoppend Exhibilion Greenhouse. Leora Fueutes
amazed us wilh her meliculous hand quilling again; Ihe sTarling poinl was a piece offabric
from one of Ihe ABS Bouliques. Seedlings were anolher high poinl oflhe show with a
variety of imeresling species; here are Ihe unique flowers on Gelle SaLisbury's B. oxyloba.
Lasllhree photos are by Mary Bucholtz.
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SWR Region Get-Together

A fall Get-Together after a summer
of scorching heat and little if any rain
seemed an unlikely time to see a good be­
gonia show, but fortunately some of our
growers can raise beauties no matter what
the conditions.

At DFW on August 26-28, we saw a
small, but lovely show. On the back cover
you can see the Best of Show Winner and
Best Species grown by Don Miller. Other
Division winners included: B. prismat­
ocarpa 'Variegation', Que/felix zelanica
fern and B. 'Satellite Orange' grown by
Leora Fuentes, B. 'Caravan' and B.
wallichiana grown by Valerie Morris, B.
lis/ada and B. 'Rhinestone Jeans' grown
by North Haven Gardens.

Photos in our shows just keep get­
ting better and better; Mary Bucholtz won
two divisions with photos of B. crispula
and B. platanifolia. Mary has promised
that you can see those photos in future
issues.

Leora Fuentes' quilting also be­
comes ever more intricate and amazingly
beautiful as you can see to the right. All in
all an excellent show! For more complete
information on winners see the next edi­
tion of the SWR Begonia Leafle/.

The tours were all great, but un­
doubtedly the highlight was the cutting
party hosted for us on Saturday by the
Forth Worth Botanic Gardens. After a
quick tour of the lovely Conservatory where
we were guided by John Langevin and
through the newly reopened Begonia Ex­
hibition Greenhouse, we were taken behind
the scenes by Linda Shires to the grow­
ing greenhouse.

Here we were turned loose with clip­
pers, labels and baggies to take cuttings
to our heart's content. There were both
species and hybrids. Despite our greedy

cutting behavior, Linda says there will be
plenty for the next cutting part in Decem­
ber.

After a picnic in the Japanese Gar­
dens we all returned to the hotel tired and
satiated with begonias ([s that possible?).

In the learning depal1ment, the semi­
nar led by Bill Claybaugh has to be judged
extraordinary. Using a notebook of mate­
rials he and Jack Golding had prepared
for us, our heads went swimming with new
terms for leaves and stems and flower clus­
ters. He provided examples of the terms he
taught us and gave us leaves to trace and
plants to study close-up so we would in­
ternalize the meanings. Finally, we tackled
the vagaries of the Key in Begoniacea to
see how to put all the terms to use in trac­
ing down the identity of the species we
grow. It was a seminar that we both en­
joyed and profited from. Bill, you must
repeat it soon to reinforce our learning'

There were short meetings of both
SWR and ABS. Minutes of the first will
appear in the SWR Leaflet and the ABS
minutes are elsewhere in this issue. But it
is good to note that new ABS officers
were installed and you will find their
names, addresses, and phone numbers on
the inside back cover.

The banquet not only had good
food, it had an exciting auction that turned
into a donation spree to Linda Shire's Be­
gonia Species Bank!

All in all, it was a wonderful meeting
and thanks to Tamsin and Bruce
Boardman and all their helpers who made
it possible.

Already we are looking forward to
next year's meeting! Rumor has it that that
might be in San Antonio in the spring of
2004.
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Antonelli Brothers
by Chuck Anderson

Against all odds, business at
Antonelli Bros. Begonia Gardens, North­
ern California's only surviving tuberous
begonia specialty nursery is on the up­
swing. The 68-year-old Santa Cruz land-

mark, a favorite haunt of begonia and fuch­
sia enthusiasts statewide, can leave you
gaping at its massi ve midsummer displays
of begonias. Yet circumstances had con­
spired in recent years to threaten its sur-

Below, Chuck's photo at Antonelli·s.
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vival, even with many longtime loyal fans.
In its heyday in the 1970s and be­

fore, numerous gardeners spent a good
half-day at Antonelli Bros. ABS members,
garden clubs by the busload and families
often brought picnic lunches to eat in the
'Flowerama' lathhouse. For many, it was a
pilgrimage.

There were acres upon acres of grow­
ing grounds, a dig-your-own begonia field
and a legendary showroom with its ceiling
breathtakingly covered by huge hanging
baskets of tuberous begonias. Tradition­
ally, Antonelli Bros. competed each sum­
mer with the now-defunct Vetterle &
Reinelt Hybridizing Gardens in Capitola
to have the most dazzling ceiling display.

The advent of big-box stores with
discount garden centers such as Home
Depot and Wal-Mart spelled the end of
many mom-and-pop nurseries, even when
the new stores were in neighboring coun­
ties. Antonelli Bros. didn't succumb.

Then, skyrocketing land values in
the Monterey Bay Area forced the
Antonelli family to sell most of its original
16 acres for residential development. The
remaining showroom, lathhouses and
greenhouses now cover three acres.

When in 1999 managing co-owner
Skip Antonelli was asked about the fu­
ture, he told a local newspaper thaI
Antonelli Bros. was here to stay. The vis­
ible evidence, however, generated consid­
erable doubt.

Much of the remaining property had
become dilapidated, with broken-down
plant benches and falling-apart green­
houses visible to visitors and neighbors
alike. Customers sometimes were surprised
by a dearth of plants for sale and mud
puddles in the aisles, according to Jackie
Davis of Aptos, a longtime begonia col­
lector and president of the ABS Santa Clara
Valley Branch.

The 200 I death of Pat Antonelli, the
last active brother of the original founders,
and that last January of his son Skip, who
had managed the nursery since 1981, com­
bined with a financially disappointing 2002
season, left Antonelli Bros. in even worse
straits. Pat and Skip Antonelli had been
untiring ambassadors for the tuberous be­
gonia, giving frequent talks to garden clubs
and plant societies throughout Northern
Cal ifomia. But Linda Bobbitt, daughter of
co-founder Pete Antonelli and the previ­
ously unassuming co-owner with her
cousin Skip, has stepped out of the shad­
ows with a whole new idea.

"It's been kind of tough without
Skip," she said, "but as much as possible
we are trying to recapture the golden era
what people remember from 20 or 25 years
ago."

During the transition, Bobbitt says
things would have been much tougher
without longtime employees, including
fuchsia grower Michael Breneman, worker
Romero Garcia and James Antonelli,
Skip's son. "They really stepped up to the
plate when I needed them," she said.

Under Bobbitt's management, cus­
tomers have noticed thaI the nursery is
cleaner, in better repair and much more
heavily stocked with plants than in past
years. The selection of shade plants has
been expanded and new kinds of sun-lov­
ing plants are in stock as well. Bobbitt also
is advertising promotional specials to at­
tract new customers much more frequently
than in recent years.

In the past month, Bobbitt rein­
stalled picnic tables in a shade house and
surrounded them with blooming begonias.
The nursery now accepts reservations for
picnic space. Groups can range as large as
25. On the far side of the main parking lot,
a new shade structure is laking shape. It
will house begonias planted in beds. And
the buses are back. In August of this year,

Continued to page 226.
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COMING EVENTS
February 27-28, 2004 Winter Board Meeting, Tampa, FL. Email
Dalesena@cs.comformoreinformation.

August 24-29, 2004 ABS Convention, San Diego, CA: See page
225 this issue! Wait to see tour schedule before making reservations!

2005 Association of Australia Begonia Societies National
Converence in Beautiful Ballarat. Proposed dates are Friday March II th
to Sunday March 13th to be sponsored by the Victorian Begonia Society,
The Melbourne Begonia Society and the Ballarat Begonia Festival. It
should be a dream vacation'

Quick
Check your mailing

label. If it reads
200401 or 200402,
your membership is

about to expire.

Note from the Membership
Chair

At this time we have 63 life time mem­

bers listed in the roster. Those of you who

are members in this category please con­

tact Arlene Ingles. I f you do not, you wi II
be deleted from the roster and no longer

get your Begol/iol/ or any important no­

tices. Thank you for your help.

Arlene Ingles, Membership
Chair (see address below)

The Begonian
Editor: Freda M. Holley, 2015 Elvin Dr.
Stillwater, OK 74074. Ph: 405-385-0484. E­
mail: fholley@provalue.net
Consulting Editors: Tamsin Boardman
and Jan Brown.
Nomenclature Editor: Jack Golding.
33 Ingram Drive. Monroe Township. NJ
08831-4641. E-mail: JGBEGNOM@aol.com
Quick Tips: Dianna Wilkerson, 15356
Pheasant Run. Choctaw. OK 73020. E-mail:
begoniafiend@aol.com
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Display Ads: Ann Salisbury, P.O. Box 452,
Tonkawa. OK 74653, Ph: 580-628-5230.
Email: geneann@cableone.ncL
Plant Society Ads; Holiday Greetings:
Wanda Macnair. 59 Walker St., Cambridge.
MA. 02138. Ph: 617-876-1356, Email:
wmacnair@msll.com
Send inquiries about address changes,
missing copies, dues, subscription and
circulation to Arlene Ingles, 157 Monu­
ment. Rio Dell. CA 95562-1617.
Ph: (707) 764-5407:
E-mail ingles@humboldtl.com
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ABS Elected Officers

President ... Howard Berg, 16 Highview Terr.,
New Canaan, CT 06840; Ph: 203-966-7693;
email: howber@worldnet.all.net
Past President.. Morris Mueller, 163
Hartnell Place, Sacramento, CA 95825; Ph:
916-927-4921
1st Vice-President.. ...... .Janet Brown, 7825
Kentwood Ave., LosAngeles, CA 90045-1150;
Ph: 310-670-4471; JBBrown3@aol.com
2nd Vice-President...Mary Sakamoto, 9682
Featherhill Dr., VillaPark,CA92861; Ph: 714­
637-8787; m. sakamoto@worldnet.att.net
Secretary Richard Macnair, 59 Walker
St., Cambridge, MA 02138: Ph: 617-876-1356;
rmacnair@msn.com

Treasurer.......Carol Notaras, 2567 Green St.,
San Francisco, CA 94123; Ph: 415-931-4912;
E-mail: cnotaras@juno.com

Appointed Chainnen and Directors

Audit.. Paul Tsamtsis,
1630 F SI., Sacramento, CA 958 I4-161 I
Awards ....... Ann Salisbury, P.O. Box 452,
Tonkawa. OK 74653, Ph: 580-628-5230.
Email: geneann@cableone.net
Back Issues ......... Donna Marsheck, 5218
Brock Dr., Bartlesville, OK 74006, Ph: 918­
333-1587, dmarsheck@aol.com
Ballot Counting....... Ingeborg Foo,
1050 Melrose Way, Vista, CA 92083; Ph:
760-724-4871
Book Store......Cheryl Lenert. 13014 Chavile,
Cypress, TX 77429, Ph: 281-897-0155;
lenert@nash.net
Branch Relations..... Mary Bucholtz,
1560 Lancaster Terrace # I008
Jacksonville, FL 32204; Ph: 904-353-9111
Business Manager.....Gene Salisbury,
P.O. Box 452, Tonkawa, OK 74653; Ph:
580-628-5230; geneann@cableone.net
Conservation..... Bill Claybaugh, 1702 Coun­
try Club Dr., Crosby, TX 77532, Ph: 281-328­
5 I33; absastro@hotmail.com
Convention Advisor......Mary Sakamoto, 9682
Featherhill Dr., Villa Park, CA 92861; Ph: 714­
637-8787; m.sakamoto@worldnel.all.net
Convention Chair: Ann Salisbury, P.O. Box
452. Tonkawa, OK 74653; Ph: 580-638-5230;

geneann@cableone.net

Entries/Classification.... Leora Fuentes,
2200 Glen Forest Ln., Plano, TX 75023; Ph:
972-964-6417
Grants Committee: Mary Sakamoto, 9682
Fcatherhill Dr., Villa Park, CA 92861; Ph: 714­
637-8787; m. sakamoto@worldnel.all.net
Internet Editor... Kathy Goetz, 935 W. Isabella
Street, Lebanon, Oregon 97355; Ph: 54 1­
258-75 17; goetzk@begonias.com
Historian ... .Jeanne Jones, 1415 Via
Margarita, Palos Verdes Estates, CA 90274­
2143; Ph: 310-378-7527
Horticultural Correspondent. ...Gregory
Sytch, 6329 Alaska Avenue, New Port
Richey, FL 34653-430 I; Ph: 727-841-9618;
GSytch@cs.com
JUdging...Maxine Zinman, 2770 Kimble Rd.,
Berryville, VA 22611; Ph: 540-955-4555;
begonia@visuallink.com
Members-at-Large...Sandy Boyd, 5 Walnut
Circle, Chico, CA 95973; Ph: 530-891-5760
Membership ...Arlene Ingles, 157 Monument,
RioDell,CA95562-1617; Ph: 707-764-5407:
inglcs@humboldtl.com
Nomenclature ....Michael Ludwig. 6040
Upland SI., San Diego, CA 92114-1933,
begoniagrowing@hotmail.co111
Pariiamentarian...Ann Salisbury, P.O. Box
452, Tonkawa, OK, Ph: 580-628-5230,
geneann@cableone.net

Public Relations....... Virginia Jens, 3126 SW
Curcuma, Port SI. Lucie, FL 34953; Ph: 772­
873-8270, virginiajens@hotmail.com
Research....... Bruce Boardman, P.O. Box 69,
Bluff Dale, TX 76433; Ph: 254-728-3485;
bcbnt@lipan.net
Round Robin .....Virginia Hamann
1169 Lincoln Ave., Chester lA 52134-8508; Ph:
319-565-4208
Seed Fund......Michael Ludwig, 6040
Upland SI., San Diego. CA 92114-1933, Ph:
563-262-7535; begoniagrowing@hotmail.com
Slide Library.......Charles Jaros
200 Maureen Dr., Sanford, FL 32771; Ph:
407-328-0618.

Visit Today!

www.begonias.org
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