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President's Message ...

The 2000 ABS Convention is now
history and a great time was had by all.
The show was spectacular with 267 en­
tries with over 250 of those entries being
begonias. This made for one of the larg­
est shows in recent history. The show
committee ran out of table space and had
to place entries on the floor. New hybrids
as well as old favorites were exhibited.
Conventioneers were busy with great
tours, interesting seminars and a fabulous
plant and boutique sale. I want to com­
mend the Convention Committee on ajob
well done. Look for complete details in
the September/October issue. Remember
the deadline for the September/October
Issue is July 15th. The 200 I Convention
will be held in Denver, Colorado. We are
looking for host sites for future conven­
tions. Let me know if you are interested.

Summer is in full swing and the
temperatures keep rising. Since moving
to Central Florida 5 years ago T have no­
ticed that my begonias seem to grow bet­
ter here in the summer than when I was
living in Miami. Begonias seem to like a
temperature variation between day and
nighttime temperatures. During the sum­
mer in Sanford there is between 15 and
20 degrees in temperature difference. In
South Florida nighttime temperatures
rarely go below 80 degrees. This tem­
perature range certainly seems to make a
difference especially with species. Let you
editor and myself hear your thought on
the subject.

Let's keep those article for the Be­
gonion coming in. Your editor is looking
for articles on Shrub-like and Thick­
stemmed begonias for future issues on
these interesting groups. Other articles
on Semperflorens, Rhizomatous, Rex
Cultorum, Trailing-Scandent and Tuber­
ous begonias are also needed. [fyou have
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a favorite group of begonias let's hear
about it.

Although early, it's time for
branches and individuals to start think­
ing about holiday greetings for the No­
vember/December issue. Joan Coulat will
be contacting Branch Directors shortly.
Color will be available this year as the
convention issue will be prior to the No­
vember/December issue. Individuals may
also have greetings included. For more
information contact Joan at 411 I DePaul
Court, Sacramento, CA 9582), ph: 9) 6­
488-6567.

My final words for this issue are to
remind members to send their ballots in
and vote. The Nominating Committee has
selected a great slate. Hats off to nomi­
nating Chair Dale Sena and committee
members Nancy Mirgon and Don Miller.
The ballot is on pages 103-104 of the May/
June 2000 issue of the Begonian. These
must be received by [ngeborg Foo in Cali­
fornia by July 21, 2000.

I hope to see everyone at the ABS
Annual Meeting to be held at the South­
west Region Get-Together in San Anto­
nio, TX September 20-24, 2000.

Good Begonia Growing,
-Charles Jaros,

President

Letters to the Editor

The Mystery Deepens

The mystery regarding the mystery bego­
nia (May/June 2000 Begonian, page 107)
broadens.

The B. tenui[olia grown by Joyce Pridgen
pictured in that issue as the winner of the
Species Division of the Miami Branch
show was also entered in the Species Di­
vision at the recent National Convention
in Palm Beach. During judging, the en-
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try card was marked to change the plant
name from B. tenuifolia to B. 'Suncana'
and its entry division was changed from
Species to Rhizomatous. The plant was
awarded the Division Trophy for Division
E - Rhizomatous (as opposed to Division
EEE for unusual growth, i.e. jointed at or
below the surface).

At the time of the Miami Branch Show in
February the leaves on this plant were
from the prior year growth. They were
12" or better in size, slightly cupped un­
der and very dark.

Just after the show, the plant bloomed
(very shyly). The bloom spikes did not
rise above the foliage. Because the prior
foliage was well aged for showing, it was
completely removed. It was then nip and
tuck as to whether the new foliage would
mature enough to go to the national show.
At the last minute it was included. The
larger of the new leaves at this time were
about 9". The serrated edges of the leaves
were much more pronounced at this im­
mature stage and the leaves were not as
dark, showing more variation.

Maybe someone can shed further light on
this plant.

Doug Pridgen
70 I Brickell Ave., Suite 1400
Miami, FL: 33 J31-2822

Please see the photos on page 148 for
another possibilityfor B. tenuifolia. Does
anyone else have a photo ofa plant that
has been identified for certain?

Species Data Base

I'm assembling a data base ofbegonia spe­
cies including horticultural growing in­
formation. It will contain both descrip-
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tive and cultural information. The data
base is being compi led in MS Word for­
mat. This is readable to those who have
MS Word on their computers.

[ presently have access to the Thompson
book and some data from the Smithsonian
publication by Smith et al. I would very
much appreciate any species data that
members would care to send me.

James R. Hannah
158 Fisher Avenue
Staten Island, N.Y., NY 10307
E-mail: jrhl58@aol.com

Corrections

Please note that New Cultivar
Registration No.974 is simply B. 'Jeanne
Jones' without an i before the final e.
Blame this slip on the editor's overactive
typing fingers and not Brad Thompson
or Gene Salisbury who spelled it cOITectly!
And don't blame it on the editor's head
either because she knows and loves
Jeanne.

Note also that Member-at-Large Di­
rector Alton Lee's correct phone number
is 727-343-5402.

Finally, the editor's address and
phone number is changing. On page 162
of this issue is a temporary address and
phone number; be sure to check the next
issue (September/October 2000) for the
latest and, hopefully, permanent listing.
Because of this the issue is not devoted to
Shrub-like begonias as promised; see page
153 for a further explanation.

-FH
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More on Hybridizing as an Artform

The Lady and Her Lovers
by Charles McGough

Here, Charles McGollgh calltill lies ollr foclIs
all hybridizillg as all art form. Charles is a
falellled artist whose begonia watercolors are
10llgillgly desired by all a/lis who see them.
He is also well kllowllfor his artistically growll
begollia elltries at ABS alld SOllthwest Regioll
Shows. His B. 'White Ice' was chosell as Best
New IlltrodllCtioll ill Atlallta ill 1998. III this
article we glimpse some of the thillkillg that
goes inlO his hybridizing efforts.

The morning sun wanns the plastic
greenhouse and you hear the first little
groans of the roof as it stretches in the
heat. It's not too different from myoid
joints creaking when first out of bed on
the way to the kitchen for that first hot
cup. With cup in hand and work clothes
on I step down into my greenhouse to say
good morning to my beautiful ladies. Very
carefully I carry male blooms on a small
sheet of paper toward them. Each bloom
is identified on the paper by a cryptic
mark, but with its special qualities filed
away into that wonderful computer-like
mind we all possess. It is mysterious and
wonderful how as you lightly caress the
female blossom with the pollen laden male
bloom, some reject the advance and the
pollen falls away and yet another accepts
the pollen. You are filled with hope and I
suspect the young lady is too as she holds
on in the wann morning sun. You take
another sip of your coffee and a satisfied
sigh melts in the wann morning light.

I wish I could give some profound
reason, filled with experience on just how
you should go about choosing candidates
for hybridizing begonias, but I can't.

I am an artist who gets more excited
by the possibilities of strange and new
looks than anything else. In general, I
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work toward what you might call "most"
goals, such as: the tallest, the smallest,
the darkest, the lightest, most flowers, the
largest flowers, the most intense flowers,
the most spots, the most sun tolerant, and
so on. Every artists though has certain
areas in design which are more exciting
to him or her than others... for me these
areas are contrast (or opposites) and lin­
ear qualities ..

Unconsciously and/or sometimes
very deliberately I cross plants with this
in mind. An example of a recent cross is
B. 'White Ice' where I took B. 'Flamingo
Queen' (Lots of spots, a large, elongated
leaf with a point) and crossed it with B.
'Whiskey' (very much the opposite: small
leaf, no spots, tight, short, and very vig­
orous grower). I just sat back after plant­
ing the seeds to see what would happen. I
got lots of tall, gangly, thin, small leaved
with some to no spots; these were dumped.
But along came a group of four seeds dif­
ferent, but related: I) B. 'White Ice' (mid­
size, very spotted, leaf elongated and
pointed on both ends and very vigorous);
2) larger leaf than B. 'Flamingo queen',
but elongated, heavy spotting, and vigor­
ous; 3) very compact, elongated, pointed
leaves, heavy spotting with a white edge,
will be multibranching like B. 'Whiskey';
and lastly 4) similar to B. 'White Ice', but
white edged and not as vigorous.

I've looked in the Thompsons' Be­
gonias: The Complete Reference Guide

(New York: Times Books, 1981) and here
are some of my candidates for crosses.
I'd love to have seed from any of these
crosses. I feel that some of these crosses
have the possibilities for brand new excit­
ing directions in begonias. Get out your
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Above top is one of Charles's unnamed Cane-like creations shaped as a bonsai; below is the
familiar B. grandis ssp. evansiana that he trailled as a bOllsai to \ViII a trophy at the /998

Southwest Regioll Get-Together ill Oklahoma City.
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Thompson book and look at what I see in
each of them Remember, there are other
wonderful ways of hybridizing such as the
refinement of existing qualities, but that's
not for me. I just have too much fun look­
ing for something new and unique. When
you cross opposites which are as extreme
as I've suggested you are likely to get a
preponderance ofvery poor specimens, but
be patient, let them grow a little longer
until you can spot those three or four
unique beauties standing out from the rest.

B. 'Sophie Cecile' x B. luxurians:
(two tall growing, each with very exag­
gerated, but different leaf qualities). 1
would hope for a tall growing plant with
a unique new leaf form.

B. aeonitiJolia x B. ehlorostieta
(two very exaggerated leaf qualities, two
very different vertical qualities). I would
hope for something exciting in leaf con­
tour and coloring (silver and white) and a
po.ssibly different direction in growth.

B. lubbersii x. B. 'Opaline' or B.
'Charm' (semp) (an exaggerated pointed
leaf with good spotting on a difficult
grower with small mottled white leaves
and vigorous grower). I would hope for a
vigorous Shrub-like, pointed leaf with
considerable white with no two leaves
spotted the same.

B.Joliosa x any, but my pick would
be B. 'Stallion', luxurians, 'Arthur Mal­
let', 'Cachuma', and lubbersii.

I would really like to see some of
that seed.

Others which are enticing opposites
to me are: B. leathermaniae x luxurians,
B. 'Slarfrost' x masoniana, B.
'Crestabruchii' x any, but I'd pick B.
'Cachuma' or a Semp.

Plants with strong qualities which
stand out when you see the plant:

B. lubbersii (boat-likeleaf),
B. ' Artuhur Mallet' (Beautiful sil­

ver, purple),
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B. aeonitifolia (very deep indenta­
tion, very tall, leggy),

B. leathermaniae (leggy, large sil­
ver streak down middle, large leaf.),

B. pseudo-lubbersii (very leggy,
pointed leaves),

B. luxurians (palm like leaves, very
tall thin),

B. 'Argenteo-guttata' (very heavy
spotted),

B. Ioliosa (fern like),
B. ehlorostieta (very white, large

spots),
B. acida (puckery, very round)
B. 'Rudy', 'Starfrost' (thick stem,

pretty palm leaf),
B. 'Charm' (mottled white, no two

alike),
B. masoniana ('Iron Cross'),
B. 'Cachuma' (giant leaf),
B. 'Pink Nacre' (dark edge, light

center),
B. 'Crestabruchii' (crinkled edge).

Charles McGough is a member of the Dallas
Area Branch and you may write him at
1603 Walnut. Commerce. TX 75428 or
email himatbebe@koyote.com.

On the opposite page is B. chlorosticta. Is il
any wonder Charles dreams ojhybridizing
ji'om this one? Has anyone created a hybrid
with il? This lovely plant was exhibited
and photographed in Scotland in 1998 by
H.D. McLauchlan oj the Seol/ish Begonia
Society. It was once known simply as B. ex
Kew specieswhich is how it is listed in
theThompson book.
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Begonia Growing in New Zealand
by Ian McNeur 4

Being a narrow island country be­
tween latitudes 34° and 48° south, New
Zealand has a relatively mild climate with­
out extremes of heat and cold. Because
of this, tuberous begonias can be grown
in a partly shaded place outdoors, or in a
shadehouse anywhere in the country.
Evergreen types are more suited to the
northern parts, but afew are gown under
protection in the south.

Because of this, to most New
Zealanders a begonia is a large flowered
beauty and the uninitiated wouldn't know
there was any other kind. Our journal
Begonia News covers a wide range of
topics but mostly relating to tuberous
begonias.

Some growers import named vari­
eties from Britain and Australia and make
them available to other growers around
the country so that the worlds best flow­
ers are available here. The shops sell a
miscellaneous collection of tubers and
some of us do our own hybridizing to see
what we can improve on.

Most reasonable sized towns have
public gardens with conservatories featur­
ing tuberous begonias during summer.

One thing that British visitors com­
ment on is the number of basket type be­
gonias (pendulas) that we have, as they
normally form a large part of a grower's
display. A few of the oldfashioned, nar­
row petaled type are still sold, but most
pendulas used have good quality rosefonn
flowers based on plants selected from
Antonelli Brothers seed.

As there have been no competetive
begonia shows here in the past, we are
not prodded towards any rules determin­
ing what a good flower or display should
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be and everyone has their own way of
growing and displaying their own
favourite plants. The smooth symmetry
of Blackmore and Langdon's large flow­
ered, beauties (standards) normally occupy
centre stage in the shade house, but 'Non
Stops', multifloras, and home grown seed­
lings vie for position, expecially outdoors.

Of the evergreen varieties grown
here, some rhizomatous such as Rex, B.
'Cleopatra', B. 'Silver Jewel', and B.
bowerae var. nigramarga are used as
house plants and some shrub types such
as B.fuchsioides 'Rosea', B. scharffii, and
B. aculifolia as well as a few canes are
grown outdoors or in conservatories.

I have been breeding B.
tuberhybrida for fragrance, helped very
considerably by seed from Howard
Siebold, and already scented begonias are
enhancing the atmosphere of some shade
houses here, with standard pendulas and
tinies all adding to the show.

Britain claims to be the home of the
best tuberous begonias, but Tthink we can
run her pretty close or even surpass her
from the point of view of a home display.

You may write Ian McNellr at 112 Glasgow
St., Wanganni, New Zealand.

Opposite, Blackmore and Langdon s B.
'Sligar Candy' decided to cascade in New
Zealand. Photo by lam McNew:
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Lathehouses for Every Climate
by Wallace w: Wagner e

The first thing one thinks of when
you mention "Iathehouse" is a shade struc­
ture for use in hot, sunny areas like Cali­
fornia and the deep South where the sun
is too hot, the winds too strong, or the
rain too intense.

The truth is that a lathehouse can
be useful in any part of the country. Rather
than just a shade accommodation, a
lathehouse primarily modifies the atmo­
sphere, making the sun less strong, rain
so ft, and the wind a breeze. Lathehouses
should properly be called "filterhouses."

We are constantly told that certain
plants require "modified sunshine," "half­
shade," "a sheltered position", etc. Then
we are asked to find a location in our gar­
den that meets those conditions, often
without success. It is hardly surprising
that most of our gardens consist of only
those plants that will grow any place.
What a shame that we miss out on some
prize specimens because we cannot meet
the plant's needs.

An often quoted objection to a
lathehouse is that they are so ugly. And
so they can be, if not designed properly.
Lathehouses can be attractive to the eye
as well as functional; a place to raise su­
perb specimens ofyour favorite plants and
a place to relax and enjoy the filtering af­
fects on your mind and body as well as
the well-being of your plants.

Designing the Structure

Structurally, the lathehouse roof
should be flat and covered with the ordi­
nary lathe (1/2" by I 1/4") spaced the
width of a lathe apart, with the lathe run­
ning north and south. The lathe should
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be supported at two-foot intervals to pre­
vent sagging. Galvanized nails or screws
should be used throughout. The frame­
work for a sturdy roof should have 6" by
6" posts with I" by 6" stringers between
posts. Cross stringers can be I" by 6".

The posts should be placed in ce­
ment to several inches above the soft level
to prevent rot. Posts should be set at least
one foot into the soil.

Ifyou are growing a variety ofplants
from low growing to small trees or shrubs,
then the roof needs to be divided into sev­
eral elevations (photo opposite). Low
growing plants wouldn't do their best un­
der a high roof and conversely, tall plants
wouldn't do well under a low roof. The
elevation changes should be in increments
of 18 inches, leaving the space open be­
tween elevations. Good elevations would
be 8, 9 1/2, II, and 12 1/2 feet.

Redwood posts will last the long­
est, but other treated wood will do. Make
sure the chemical used in the treatment is
not toxic to the plants (or to you). Some
plants are very sensitive to preservatives.

If you have no choice of how to ori­
ent the lathehouse then that will dictate
the design. The ideal in a moderate cli­
mate would be to have an open front on
the north side. If you get cold weather
from the north, then you would want that
side to be a solid wall. You may want to
insulate the coldest side with Styrofoam
panel painted to match the wood. All sides
should be solid from the base up to three
feet.

For maximum protection you can
close in all sides and use doors for entry.
All sides except the solid side should be
lathe laid in a square or diamond pattern.
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In the photo
above, you see
that the
lathehouse on
the back cover is
a model whose
size yOLt can
judge from the
flower bed in the
background.
The side view
on the right
highlights the
three levels of
the roof
Wouldn't we all
love to have a
structure like
this to protect
our precious
begonias?

Volume 67 July/August 2000 137



Use your decorating sense to design an
attractive pattern. Many lumberyards sell
prefabricated 4' by 8' panels of lathe in
various designs. These can be used on the
sides, but not on the roof. A leaded-glass
window in the east and west sides would
be the crowning touch.

Designing the Interior

When designing the interior of the
lathehouse you may want to consider al­
lowing room for propagating, storage of
materials, such as soil, pots, stakes, tools,
etc. You may also want areas to use for
outdoor furniture for relaxing among your
plants in the filtered climate.

Several rules will make the
lathehouse more enjoyable and useful:

1) Make a path through the structure that
allows viewing of all plants at their
optimal viewing elevation.

2) Have varying levels of soil using
mounds and depressions. Make sure
you don't pile soil against the wood
portions of the structure.

3) Plan your plantings before starting and
don't crowd them.

The best method for raising beds is
to use retaining walls of rock with the in­
tervening space filled with moss and soil,
puddled together (NO CEMENT) as a
good drainage. Use natural stone; not
cement blocks for best appearance. [fyou
plan to grow madenhair ferns, plant them
against irregular chunks of cement. They
like the lime.

Watering Facilities

Put in enough water lines (under­
ground in cold climates) to be able to reach
anyplace in the lathehouse with a 25 foot
hose. If you have hot summers you may
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want to install a misting system about a
foot below the roof to keep the air cool
and humid. Make sure the jets are on the
bottoms of the pipes so the pipes drain.
otherwise the water in the pipes will be­
come scalding hot in summer and freeze
in the winter.

The Soil

For most plants you will not want
to fill your raised beds with regular soil.
Make your own soil from materials avail­
able in your area and customize it to the
type ofpiants you will be growing in each
area. Basically, use the same type of soil
you have successfully used in your pot mix
for the particular plant. [f you are going
to leave the plants outdoors all year and
you have a long rainy season, you prob­
ably will not want to use time-released fer­
tilizer since it will continue to release fer­
tilizer even when the plant is not grow­
ing. That can harm the plant. Tf some
plants will need to be moved indoors for
the winter, sink the pots into the soil,
rather than plant them directly in the soil.
Then you can easily move the pots indoors
in the winter.

Acknowledgement

I would like to acknowledge articles
by Alfred D. Robinson for much of my
knowledge of lathehouses. Mr. Robinson,
who developed Rosecroft Gardens in Point
Lorna, California, is the father of modern
lathehouses. His structures at Rosecroft
served as models for my first lathhouse.
His designs are well tested.

Wally Wagner grows his begonias at 4500
39th Ave., NE, Salem. OR 97305. You
may call him at 503-393-8227 or E-mail
him at wwwnol@earthlink.net.
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A Plant for All Seasons:

B. fischer; Schrank
by Freda Holley

I've never seen a B. fischeri win a
Division Award at a show, nor appear as
a beauty in any magazine, but this is one
plant that really should be on everyone's
list of favorites.

B. fischeri first came to me as an
ABS seed fund packet ofseed labeled sim­
ply "Species Semp" I grew these out some
years ago in Ozone and was enchanted
with their ease and speed of growth. I
had pots and pots of them from that small
seed packet, but I couldn't locate any spe­
cies name and description to fit them
among the Semperflorens listed in any of
my reference books. Then, on the tour to
Galveston's Moody Gardens during the
1997 Houston ABS Convention, I spotted
the plant growing there. California grow­
ers on the tour identified it to me as B.
fischeri. Later, Thelma O'Reilly con­
firmed for me that was indeed my plant's
name also. ot a Semperflorens species
at all, but a Shrub-like. It is listed there
among the Bare-leaved, small leaved (gen­
erally under 4 inches at maturity). Sur­
prisingly, it is not included on the list of
recommended Shrub-like plants for be­
ginners in the Thompson book, Begonias
The Complete Reference Guide ( ew
York, Times Books, 1981), but I would
recommend it to every grower.

When it grew, bloomed and set seed
with such ease in Ozone, AR (at 2000',
summer temperatures rarely above 90° F),
[ thought perhaps it was of mountain ori­
gin and liked it cool. But then I discov­
ered it grew even better, getting larger
leaves and taller, heavier stems in the

acogdoches heat and humidity. There
in acogdoches, I found a huge one grow­
ing on a lady's patio in a big pot. She
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couldn't identify it, but she assured me that
it rarely froze down and if it did, it came
back each spring. (Temperatures were in
the 20° F range several times last winter).

Ln Houston then, visiting gardens
there f saw it growing in the ground and
looking great.

Although listed as Shrub-like, it is
certainly everblooming, slowing down
only in the hottest or coldest weather. The
large one in the photo on page 141 stayed
outside all winter, coming into the garage
only during the spells of 20°. It never
stopped blooming.

Thompson lists it as blooming
bright pink in Spring, and my plant in
Ozone which received sun for much of the
day did have pink blooms, but in a shadier
location in Nacogdoches they were white
as the photos show.

Why do I like it? Because it is both
hardy and beautiful. As I mention in the
Editor's otes, most begonias moving
from acogdoches to Stillwater suffered
drastically - not so B. fischeri. Its leaves
remain crisp and clear and the blooms
never stopped. Although it grows rap­
idly and makes a large plant in less than
a year, it has been long lived for me al­
though it has to be pruned back regularly
and severely. These stem cuttings root
easily and quickly make a nice gift or sale
plant.

Best of all for me, a seed lover, it
produces seed Iike a small factory. It has
34 chromosomes and is a good candidate
for hybridizing with most Semps. In fact,
I feel sure many Semp hybrids have B.
fisheri in their background. My favorite
cross has been with B. II/ollicaulis as the
female parent. This has yielded the plant
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shown below on the opposite page which
r have named B. 'Dovecot'. rt has white
flowers, but several of the seedlings have
pink flowers. There is also a bronze leaved
version that J have named B. 'Central
Market'. The green version has very
large leaves, up to 8 to 10", but the bronze
leaved one leaves are smaller at about 6
inches.

Since making this cross, J have seen
another begonia on the market in Baton
Rouge whose name J forget with pink
flowers that looks very much like the ver­
sion J produced with pink flowers.

r have never had any disease prob­
lem on B. fisheri, but B. 'Dovecot' did
get mildew after the move although it
never had in Nacogdoches. This was eas­
ily cleared up with a fungicide. The
bronze leaved version did not get mildew.

Thompson lists the home country as
Brazil, but other sources indicate it is to
be found over much of South and Central

America. Doorenbos, et. al. (The Sec­
tions of Begonia, The Netherlands,
Wagenigen Agricultural University, 1998)
places it in the section Begonia in which
there are 62 species, many of which are
horticulturally classed as Semps, includ­
ing B. cucullata, B. schmidtiana, and B.
subvillosa. B. fischeri has 4 male tepals
and 5 female. The ovary has 3 unequal
wings.

There is also a B. fischeri var.
tovarensis that J have never seen, but
would certainly like to try.

If you see seed or a plant of B.
fischeri J urge you to give it a try. You
will be a fan too I'm sure.

Opposite top, B. fischeri in Nacogdoches,
TX Inset, above, B. fischeri in Ozone. Ar.

Bot/om, a Holley hybrid oj B. mollicaulis
X B. fischer;: B. 'Dovecot.'

kam-e-ROON-en-sis
kyew-kul-LAY-tuh
dee-trich-i-AY-nuh

Pronunciation of Begoniaceae
Names for the Begonian, 67,
JUly-August, 2000

by Jack Golding

acauJis uh-KAW-lis
acida ASS-i-duh
aconitifolia uh-kon-i-ti-FOH-li-uh
acutifolia uh-kyew-ti-FOH-li-uh
boucheana bow-che-AY-nuh
bowerae BOW-er-ee, bow-er-eye
var. nigramarga neye-gra-MAR-guh

chlorosticta klo-ro-STlK-tuh
ciliobracteata sil-i-oh-brak-te-AYE-tub

syn. die/siana deel-si-AY-nuh
syn. hookeriana hook-er-i-AY-nuh
syn. raynaliorum ray-nal-i-OH-rum
syn.

cameroonensis
cucullata
dietrichiana
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elaeagnifolia
eminii
fischeri
var. tovarensis

foliosa
fuchsioides
gehrtii
glandulosa
grandis
subsp. evansiana
hatacoa
heracleifolia

var. nigricans
leathermaniae
longipetiolata
lubbersii
luxurians
malabarica
masoniana
mollicaulis

el-ee-ag-ni-FOH-li-uh
e-MIN-i-eye
FISH-er-eye
toh-var-EN-sis
foh-li-OH-suh
fyew-si-o-EYE-deez
GEHRT-i-eye
gland-yew-LOH-suh
GRAND-is
e-van-si-AY-nuh
ha-ta-KOH-uh
her-ak-Ie-eye-FOH-u-uh
nig-REE-kans
leth-er-MAN-i-ee
long-i-pet-i-ol-AY-tuh
LEWY-ber-si-eye
lux-YEWR-i-ans
mal-i-BAR-i-kuh
MAY-son-i-ay-nuh
mol-li-KAW-lis

Continued on age /43.
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Notes finm a New Begonia Enthusiast

IStartin' Out
by Jim Hannah

My Lady (Joan) and I aren't suspi­
cious people by nature. but we've learned
that when it comes to raising begonias
from seed, a little suspicion can be a very
good thing indeed. Here's what happened
to us and what we gained from our expe­
riences.

We'd built a propagation box with
a heating cable to take care of our tem­
perature problems (Begonia seeds need a
temperature of 70-75° F for good genni­
nation.) It fit nicely under a 'shop light'
two-tube fluorescent fixture. The next step
was to get a suitable starting soil mix. Our
basic mix for garden seeds (we blend our
own) was much too coarse. We pressed a
large wire kitchen strainer into service to
sieve some dry mix. This got rid of the
lumps and twigs.

Next, we put the sieved mix into an
empty soil bucket and wet it down. In
doing this we made two big mistakes. The
mix picked up all sorts of mold and fun­
gus spores from the dirty bucket and the
water we used came from an old plastic
jug with some green stuff on the inside
surfaces. Like Tsay, we're not suspicious
folks - at least we weren't back them.

We transferred some of the damp­
ened mix into soft margarine containers
and sprinkled the begonia seeds on top.
The containers were covered with clear
plastic food wrap and put in the propaga­
tion box under the fluorescent lights. Sev­
eral days later the top of the soil was a
lovely deep green, but not from seedlings.
Actually, it wasn't all green either. In
some places it was white with fungus
growth. Needless to say, the seeds had no
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chance. The competition was just too
tough.

We learned quite a bit from the ex­
perience. Since then we've developed
procedures which work. 1 can't say they
are the best procedures. That's a topic for
the real experts to discuss (We're begin­
ners, remember?). But they work for us
and, if you're at square one, they'll serve
as a starting point.

Thje key to avoiding the green and
white nasties is to be sure that the start­
ing mix you use is free of viable spores.
In other words, the mix should be sterile
or very close to it. You can go about get­
ting sterile soil mix in three way: buy a
commercial sterile starting mix, sterilize
a non-sterile mix in a stove oven, or ster­
ilize a non-sterile mix in a kitchen mi­
crowave.

There are several good mold and
fungus-free starting mixes on the market.
You can track them down through the
advertisers in the Begonian or find them
at your local garden supply store. For
more infonnation check some of the books
on begonias or (best yet) seek the recom­
mendations of other begonia enthusiasts
in your local ABS Branch. These mixes
will be ready to use in most cases - no
sieving needed.

If you wish to start with a non-ster­
ile mix or oven sterilize it, a good start­
ing point is to bring the dampened mix to
a temperature of 150 to 180° F for at least
30 minutes. You'll need a thennometer
to check this. Meat thennomenters will
work. Just remember that it's the soil that
must reach the termperature. The oven
will have to be set higher - about 225-250°
F.

The kitchen microwave can also do
a dandy job of ridding soil of unwanted
spores. Again, the soil mix must be moist.
You'll want to use a time setting which
will end just short of drying out the soil.
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Microwaves differ enough so that I
can't give a starting point for this. You'll
have to use trial and error at first. To
keep things simple, use the same container
with about the same amount of soil mix
in it each time once you've found the suc­
cessful time and setting. (Editor S I/ote.
Remember, NO metalfor the microwave
and DO NOT use the thermometer there!)

Remember how we got into trouble
in the first place? It's not enough to have
sterile soil if you're going to re-contami­
nate it with dirty containers or with wa­
ter that contains mold or fungus spores.
If you have to re-moisten soil, play it safe
and use boiled water. It only takes a few
minutes and you can have a nice cup of
tea at the same time.

The last thing we learned is based
on a saying that comes out of the world of

politics: 'Trust, but verify!' Before we
use a new bag ofprepared commercial mix
or a new batch of soil that we sterilized
ourselves, we make a little trial run. Some
of the mix is moistened and put into a
margarine container just as we would if
we were sowing seeds. We cover the con­
tainer with plastic wrap and place it in
the propagation box. Acouple of weeks
later we know for sure that the mix is OK
to use. From that point on, we can pro­
ceed with confidence.

Next up will be a description ofhow
we go about getting those pesky seeds
from envelope to starting mix and how
we work with seedlings. See ya.

You can write Jim and Joan Hannah at
158 Fisher Avenue, Staten Island, NY.,
NY or Email himatjrhl58@aol.com

COlltinuedfrom Page /4/.

YOli may write to Normand Dufresne at 4 Plalltation
Drive, Cumber/and, RI 02864. And thank you
Normand for letting ItS borrow your presenlalioll.

Do yOll have a photo?

lead you to think that B. eminii is dioe­
cious. The males don't show up till sum­
mer and are not plentiful.

In 1977 as a branch project Millie
Thompson gave a few seedlings to mem­
bers of the Hampton Branch. One mem­
ber reported that B. eminii was difficult to
shape; another said her plant wanted to
look like an undernourished bean stalk.

The word is that fruit and leaves are
edible.

Normand's Plant of the Month

The Buxtonian, newsletter of the Buxton Branch
carries a delightfillfeatureeach month: if SNormalld
Du/reslle's presention ofa plam. Here is the April
item.

The theme of today's program gives
me an opportunity to present Begonia
eminii as plant of the month. It was col­
lected in Victoria Nyanza Tropical Africa
during the Emin Pacha Expedition and
was named in his honor. It was described
in 1894 by Warburg in a publ ication by
Engler & Prantl.

Millie Thomspon classified this
plant as thick-stemmed epiphytic, bare
leaved, medium leaf, 4 to 6 inches at ma­
turity. It was revised in the 1984 update
to Trailing-scandent.

B. eminii blooms most of the year
with a bicolor red and white flower which
seems to be favored by quite a few Afri­
can species... The female flower has a fusi­
form (spindle shape) ovary. The flowers
on this plant are all female which would
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opuliflora
scharffii
schmidtiana
soli-mutata
subvillosa
tenuifolia
ulmifolia

o-pul-i-FLOH-ruh
SCHARFF-i-eye
schmidt-i-AY-nuh
sol-i-myew-TAY-tuh
sub-vil-LOH-suh
ten-yew-i-FOH-li-uh
ulm-i-FOH-li-uh
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Directory of
Begonia Societies

AII information is the latest available to
us at the time ofpublication.

International Societies

Australia

Association of Australian Begonia So­
cieties Ross Bolwell, Chair, 226
Annangrove Rd., Annangrove, NSW
2154
Phone (02) 9679 1386

The Victorian Begonia Society, Inc.
C/-Mr. Geoff Apps, 29 Bowen Street,
Warragul 3820, Australia, Ph: (03) 5623
4989, Email: gapps@dcsi.net.au

Victorian Begonia Society
Melbourne Study Group
Contact: Mr. Brook Turner
Phone: (03) 9578 1698

The N.S.W. Begonia Society, Inc.
Mrs. Jean Whitten
15 Carlo Close Kincumber 2251
Ph: (02) 4369 2967

The Queensland Begonia Society, Inc.
Mr. Peter Henderson, 79 Chuter Street,
Stafford QLD 4053
Ph: (07) 3359 4319

South Australian Begonia Society Inc.
Mrs. Myrnie Jennings, 4 Kinnaird Cres­
cent, Highbury, SA 5089
Ph: (08) 8264 6490

The Begonia Society of Western Aus­
tralia
Mrs. Shirley Lancaster, PO Box 427,
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Cloverdale WA 6985
Ph: (08) 9361 4564

Belgium

Societe BeIge du Begonia
Piron Gilles, Pres., Chemin de Lancre,

4 B-4970 Coo, Belgium

Canada

British Columbia Fuchsia & Begonia
Society
Lorna Herchenson, Pres. 2402 Swinburn
Ave. North, Vancouver B.C. V7H I L2

Canadian Begonia Society
Eleanor Elston, 190 Julia Crescent,
Orillia, Ontario L3V 7W9 Canada,
Ph: 705-323-9437 E-mail:
eelston@computer-products.com

England and Wales

The National Begonia Society
Colin Nicklin, 33 Findern Lane,
Willington, Derbyshire, DE 65 6DW,
Ph: 01283702681
Email: NATBEGON1A@aol.com

France

Assoc. Francoise de Amateurs de Be­
gonias
Mme. Agnes Cazaux, Presidente
Association Francaise des Amateurs de
Begonias, Domaine de Bontemps, 31470
Fonsorbes, France

New Zealand

Canterbury Begonia Circle.
Mike Stevens, 47 Burnside Cres.,
Christchurch, NZ. Ph: 03-358-4126,
Email: m.i.stevens@xtra.co.nz
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Japan

Japan Begonia Society
President: Mr. Naoyuki Uemura, 5-27­
10 Higashiohizumi, Nerimaku, Tokyo
178-0063 , Japan PhlFax: 81-3-3921­
5132

Scotland

Scottish Begonia Society
C/o-260 Bellfield R. Coalburn
Lanarkshire, Scotland MIIOONQ, ULK

Sweden

Swedish Begonia Society
Ann-Sophie Asplind, Via Tunheim
Fristorp, 4718 461 93, Trollhattan, Swe­
den.

United States

Guests are welcome at all meetings. Con­
tact the National Director listed belowfor
time and place of meetings or other in­
formation.

Regional Group

Southwest Region: Helen Speirs, 1423
Laskey, Houston, TX 77034. Ph: 713­
946-4237

Branches

California

Alfred D. Robinson Branch: Margaret
Lee, National Director, 1852 31 st Street,
San Diego, CA 92102, Ph: 619-239-3196

Doug Frost Branch: Joyce Hesse, 636
S. Gilbuck Dr., Anaheim, CA 92802­
1322., Ph: 714-778-3546
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Long Beach Parent Chapter: Margaret
Fisher, 7552 Danube Dr., Huntington
Beach, CA 92647, Ph: 714-847-1889

Mabel Corwin Branch: Eleanor
Calkins, 910 Fern St., Escondido, CA
92027-1708, Ph: 760-746-4743

Margaret Lee Branch: Eleanor Calkins,
910 Fern St., Escondido, CA 92027-1708,
Ph: 760-746-4743

Monterey Bay Area Branch: Leslie
Hatfield, 3025 Kennedy Ct., Marina, CA
93933-3614, Ph: 831-384-6519

Orange County Branch: Mary
Sakamoto, 6847 E. Sycamore Glen Dr.,
Orange, CA 92869, Ph: 714-633-6997

Palos Verdes: Jeanne Jones, 1415 Via
Margarita, Palos Verdes, CA 90274-2143,
Ph: 310-378-7527

Sacramento Branch: Morris Mueller,
163 Hartnell Street, Sacramento, CA
95825-6609, Ph: 916-927-4921

San Francisco Branch: Ernest Paul
Riviere, Jr., 2475 33rd Avenue, San Fran­
cisco, CA 94116-2240

San Gabriel Branch: Elaine Baxter,
21234 E. Rimpath Dr., Covina, CA
91724-3378, Ph: 626-339-3445

Santa Barbara Branch: Rudolf
Ziesenhenne, 1130 N. Milpas St., Santa
Barbara, CA, 931 03-2336, Ph:
805-966-6956

Santa Clara Valley: Jackie Davis, 170
Wingfoot Way, Aptos, CA 95003-5444,
Ph: 408-688-0357
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~outh Bay Branch: Ramona Parker,
14965 Van Ness Ave., Gardena, CA
)0249-3719, Ph: 310-324-8803

fheodosia Burr Shepherd Branch:
Beverly Paulson, 397 Baker Ave., Ventura,
:A 93004-1558, Ph: 805-642-3198

Westchester Branch: Ramona Parker,
14965 Van Ness Ave., Gardena, CA
~0249-8719, Ph: 3] 0-324-8803

Whittier Branch: loy Blair, 1006
Pomering Rd., Downey, CA, 90240-3711
Ph: 562-928-3975

Colorado

Rocky Mountain Branch: Andrew
Conely, 4575 Elm Ct., Denver, CO 80211­
1442, Ph: 303-455-7845

Florida

Florida West Coast Branch: Dale Sena,
816 W. Braddock St., Tampa, FL 33603­
5410, Ph. 813-221-0567

Fort Lauderdale Branch: Sylvia Ben,
255 S. W. 87th Terrace, Plantation, FL
33324-2602, Ph: 305-964-3828

Miami Branch: Karen Lawrence, 7025
SW nnd Ct., Miami, FL 33143-2914,
Ph. 305-666-6374.

Palm Beaches Branch: Virginia lens,
922 Upland Rd., West Palm Beach, FL
33401-7550, Ph: 407-835-3845

Georgia

Greater Atlanta Branch: Mary Eliza­
beth Moultrie, 3710 Cochise Drive, At­
lanta, GA 30339, Ph: 770-436-5932
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JIIinois

Greater Chicago Branch: Daniel
Haseltine, 6950 West Nelson Street, Chi­
cago, IL 60634-4613, Ph: 312-637-1535

Massachusetts

Bessie Buxton Branch: Wanda Macnair,
177 Hancock Street, Cambridge, MA
02139, PH: 617-876-1356

New York

Knickerbocker Branch: Vanessa
Young, 2975 Bainbridge Avenue, Bronx,
NY 10458-210 I, Ph: 718-295-4956

Brooklyn-Queens-Nassau Branch: Sol
Schwartz, 143 Hewlett Neck Rd.,
Woodmere, NY 11598, Email:
SOL7@juno.com.

Ohio

Western Reserve Branch: Sara Jane
Pearman, 2120 Hampstead R., Cleveland
Heights, OH 44118, PH: 216-321-5528,
Email: pearman@cma-oh.org

Oklahoma

Fred B. Barkley Branch: Ann Salisbury,
P. O. Box 452, Tonkawa, OK 74653-0452,
Ph: 580-628-5230

Wheatheart Branch: Gene Salisbury,
P. O. Box 452, Tonkawa, OK 74653­
0452, Ph: 580-628-5230

Oregon

Cascade Branch: Kathy Goetz, 935 W.
Isabella, Lebanon, OR 97355, Ph: 541­
258-7517, Email: goetzk@dnc.net

The Begonian



Texas

Alamo Branch: Melba Schultz, 603
Chauncey Dr., San Antonio, TX 78216­
3308, Ph: 210-341-3679

Astro Branch: Tom Keepin, 4513
Randwick Dr., Houston, TX 77092-8343,
Ph: 713-686-8539

Dallas Area Branch: Bob Caldwell,
1441 S. Marlborough St., Dallas, TX
75208-7617, Ph: 214-948-9682

Mae Blanton Branch: Opal Reck, 106
E. Weatherford Street, Weatherford, TX
76086, Ph: 817-594-8312

Satellite Branch: Helen Spiers, 1423
Laskey Street, Houston, TX 77034, Ph:
713-946-4237

San Jacinto Branch: Estelle Sullivan,
P.O. Box 57, Santa Fe, TX 77510, Ph:
409-925-3004

Virginia

Potomac Branch: Carrie Karegeannes,
3916 Lake Blvd., Annandale, VA 22003­
2319, Ph: 703-280-2114

Come
to beautiful

San Antonio!

Enjoy the SWRJABS Get-Together
and

attend the ABS
Board Meeting.

Beautiful city, beautiful plants,
beautiful people!

Rob's Mini-a-lets
Specialists in African Violets & Gensneriads
7-time winner, Best ew Cultivar, 6-time Best
Commercial Display, National AVSA Shows

We grow Begonias too!

We offer a good selection of small-growing
&mini-varieties at $3.50 each, your choice.

10 different plants, our choice $30
Add $7 per order for shipping

We ship anywhere (internationally), anytime
(ask us about winter delivery).

Safe delivery guaranteed.

For full-color catalog, send $1

P.O. Box 696, Naples, New York 14512
www.robsviolet.com

ph. 716-374-8592

~HGRThe Association for plant &
nower people who grow in

....__..._ hobby greenhouses and windows!
Quarterly Magazine Growing & Maintenance Help & Advice

Dues: USA $19 (Canada and Mexico $21 -- Overseas $22, US. funds/MOl
Sample magazine $3.50, Directory of Greenhouse Manufacturers $2.50

Hobby Greenhouse Association (non-profit)
8 Glen Terrace, Bedford, MA 01730-2048
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Ahove, Ice see a SCOft HooFer collection from one of his trips several years ago that was

tentative/y idellfiped as B. tenuifolia. Below is a close-up of its flowers. is thi.f the real

olle? ~rYOll grow B. tenuifolia. let us hearfrom J'Olt.
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Begonias plus 1500 tropicals
and rare houseplants
Color Catalog $3.00

LOGEE'S GREENHOUSES
Dept. B., 141 North Street

Danielson, CT 06239

Begonia Cuttings and Plants
Send $2.00 for 2000 list

Kay's Greenhouses
207 W. Southcross Blvd.

San Antonio, TX 78221-1155

LOS ANGELES INTERNAIONAL
FERN SOCIETY

INVITES YOU TO JOIN
GROW HARDY AND TROPICAL FERNS

MEMBERSHIP INCLUDES:
SUBSCRIPTION TO THE LAIFS JOURNAL

(6 ISSUES) WITH FERN LESSONS,
SPORE STORE, BOOK STORE,SUPPLY
STORE, LENDING LIBRARY, GENERAL

MEETINGS
HAVE LARGE PLANT TABLES

DOWNEY STUDY GROUP
SOUTH COAST STUDY GROUP

PLEASE SEND YOUR CHECK OR MONEY
ORDER OF $20.00 OR $24.00 FOR

FIRST CLASS TO:
LOS ANGELES INT'L FERN SOCIETY

P.O. BOX 90943 PASADENA, CA
91109-0943

Join the National
Fuchsia Society

MEMBERSHIP $15 per year includes bi

monthly FUCHSIA FAN. The new A to Z
on Fuchsias abridged version $6.95 plus $1

Shipping (CA residents add $.42 tax.) Mail

to: National Fuchsia Society. 11507 E. 187

St., Artesia CA 9070 I

LAURAY of SALISBURY
Begonias, Gesneriads, Orchids

Cacti & Succulents
432 Undermountain Road, Rt. 41

Sal isbury, CT 06068-11 02
Call ahead (860) 435-2263

1998-99 Catalog $2.00

GESNERIAD CORRESPONDENCE

CLUB

RON & LOIS KRUGER, EDITORS

207 WYCOFF WAY WEST,

EAST BRUNSWICK NJ 08816
Membership $6.75 US; $8.75 Canada; $14

Foreign; (all payable US funds 10

Gesneriad Correspondence Club)
includes a bi-monthly newsletter; seed & tuber

funds, round robins; listing orpen pals
with various plant interests.

CELEBRATING 16 YEARS OF PLANT

FRIENDSHIPS

A._THE AMERICAN

~ IVY SOCIETYINC

/

AIS is the International Registration Authority for
Hedera, provides sources for new and unusual ivies:

publishes three ivy newsletters, Between the Vines,
and one IVY Journal a year with reports on research

hardiness testing, life-sized photos of ivies. Each member also reives an ivy plant.
Membership: General $20: Institutional $30; Commercial $50.

Information: American Ivy Society, P.O. Box 2123, Naples, FL 34106·2123

Pacific Horticulture
a quarterfy journal about plants andgardens of the West

PUBLISHED BY THE NON-PROFIT PACIFIC HORTICULTURE FOUNDATION

MAKES A FINE GIFT FOR GARDENERS!

SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE $20/YEAR USA, $23/YEAR CANAOA ANO MEXICO, $25/YEAR OTHER COUNTRIES

SEND CHECK, VISA OR MASTER CARD TO:

PHF, Box 485, BERKELEY CA 94701-0485

,'------------------------------./
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Clayton M. Kelly Seed Fund Listing
The San Miguel Branch, San Diego County, CA

Eleanor L. Calkins, Seed Fund Administrator

The seedfimd is a service to members only. Fund.
1/ is a privilege ofyour membership.

DISCLAIMER: The seeds distributed by the
Seed Fund are identified as received from
the donors. The Seed Fund cannot
guaranteee that the identification is cor­
rect. When you find that seeds received
from the Seed Fund do not develop into
the plant expected, please notify the Seed
Fund so that a warning can be published
for others who may have received seeds
from the same batch. Each offering will
be identified by a code and that code
should be used whenever writing to the
Seed Fund about seeds. Thank you!

The Seed Fund needs donations ofseeds.
Seeds may be traded for seeds offered
in the Seed Fund Listings. Unlisted
seeds from earlier offerings may be
available in small quantities. If you
have a special needs ask the Seed Fund
Administrator. The need for new seeds
to distribute is becomine acute. Please
pollinate your species begonias with
pollen from other plants of the same
species and contribute (or exchange) to
the seed fund. The Seed Fund needs
enough seeds for 25 packets.

Packets of species seeds are $1.50 each
and all packets ofhybrid seeds are 50 cents
each, except rare seed are $2.00 or more
per packet. California residents please add
7.75% sales tax.

All orders must be accompanied by check
or money order payable in US funds
ONLY, to the Clayton M. Kelly Seed
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Costs of mailing:

US only: 1-12 packets $1; 13-24, $1.35;
25-36, $1.71; 37-48 (2 cans), $2.30; 49­
60, $2.66.

Canada only: 1-12 packets, $1.10; 13­
24, $1.46; 25-36, $1.82; 37-48 (2 cans),
$2.35; 49-60, $2.71.

Mexico only: 1-12 packets, $1.15; 13-24,
$1.51; 25-36, $1.87; 37-48 (2 cans),
$2.50; 49-60, $2.81.

All other international mail: 1-12 pack­
ets, $1.85; 13-24, $2.68; 25-36, $3.68; 37­
48, $4.68; 49-60, $5.68

Please send your order with payment to:

AMERICAN BEGONIA SOClETY
CLAYTON M. KELLY SEED FUND

Eleanor L. Calkins, Coordinator
910 Fern Street

Escondido, CA 92027

The Clayton M. Kelly Seed Fund is a
project of the San Miguel Branch of the
ABS in San Diego County, CA. Donors
of seed is this issue are Jackie Davis,
Evelyn Bouquet, and Ingeborg Foo.

SEED LIST

Species

JAOO-Ol: B. dietrichiana
JAOO-02: B. foliosa
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JAOO-03: B. gehrtii
JAOO-04: B. glandulosa
JAOO-05: B. heracleifolia var.

nigricans
JAOO-06: B. opulillora
JAOO-07: B. ulmi{olia
JAOO-08: B. U340

Mixed Seed

JAOO-09: B. Rex hybrids

DESCRIPTIONS

JAOO-Ol: B. dietrichiana Irmscher [Bra­
zil] (Sect. Pritzelia). Stem erect; leaves
2- 1/2 in. Long, obliquely elliptic-oblong,
acuminate, cordate at base, toothed, green
above, red underneath; flowers light pink
in forking cymes.

JAOO-02: B.foliosa HB&K [Columbia]
(Sect. Lespia) Rhizomatous; Ivs. Large,
rugose, shiny green, hairy petioles, veins
on underside outlined in red; flowers
white, late winter.

JAOO-03: B. gehrtii Irmscher [Brazil]
(Sect. Pritzelia) Rhizomatous; leaves
large, rugose, shiny green, hairy petioles,
veins on underside outlined in red; flow­
ers white, late winter.

JAOO-04: B. glandlllosa Hooker
[Mexico] (Sect. Platycentrum) Rhizoma­
tous; leves obliquely orbicular-cordate,
peltate, acuminate, wavy margined, glossy
yellow green with deep chocolate brown
veins above, dark red underneath; flow­
ers small, greenish white, fragrant, win­
ter to spring.

JAOO-05: Be. heracleijolia Cam. &
Schlecht var. nigricans [Central America]
(Sect. Gireoudia) Rhizomatous; leaves I
foot across, hairy, 5-9 deep narrow lobes,
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toothed, bronzy green tinged with black
near margin; petioles 10-18 in. long,
stout, tinged with red; flowers rosy pink,
fragrant; peduncles I to 4 feet long.

JAOO-06: B. oplllijlora Putz [Panama]
(Sect. Ruizopavonia) Stem erect shrub;
Ivs. medium, green; flowers white, late
summer.

JAOO-07: B. IIllllijolia Wi lid. [Venezu­
ela] (Sect. Donaldia) Stems erect to 6
feet, branched, Iight green; leaves to 5
inches, ovate-oblong, doubly serrate,
somewhat rought-hairy, green; flowers
many, 1/2 inch, white, spring. (See pho­
tos next page.)

JAOO-08: B. U340 Introduced by Scott
Hoover; a shrubby herb found along trail
on Mt. Kaba at 4400 ft. (See photo next
page.)

JAOO-09: B. Rex hybrids

Remember!
If you want to

receive the next
issue of the

Members-at-Large
Newsletter, You

must send your $5
to:

Arlene Ingles, 157
Monument, Rio Dell, CA

95562-1617
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Below, B. U340, in Gene

Salisbury's greenhouse, April

2000. Left, A young B. ulmifolia

and above insel ils flowers. The

editor found Ihese 10 be very

fragranl.
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Editor's Notes

Many ofyou know by now that we have
moved again, hopefully, to a town in which
we will remain for a while. Because this move
was rather sudden (We had been trying to sell
Our house for almost a year and the sale was
conditioned on our being out fast - we were!)
and hurried, this issue is not as I had prom­
ised about Shrub-like begonias. But that is
still in the works for some future date and I
hope with a longer time line more of you will
send me articles about your favorites or about
the species or hybrids in this group that you've
grown. I need a general article about the cat­
egory too. I am giving you an article about
one of my favorite Shrub-like species, B.
fischeri, because I was so impressed by its
behavior in our move.

This issue is done without most of my
reference books and I hope you will forgive
any errors I make. Also if you have wrinen
and I haven't answered or I haven't returned
something I should have, please understand.
I will soon be organized, I hope!

Also, I did not get to attend the con­
vention in Palm Beach and I need lots of help
to produce a good Convention Issue (the Sep­
tember/October issue, deadline July 15). Send
me those convention stories and photos!

As you know, we moved from
Nacogdoches, TX this time. This is almost
400 miles southeast of Stillwater as it was
about 350 miles south of Ozone, AR where
we formerly lived. Nacogdoches was like a
dream for a begonia grower. My plants could
live outside most of the year and it was so
humid that they barely turned a leaf when I
moved them from the sunroom where they
spent the winter to the outside. Thcy grew
fast and except for the heat of July and Au­
gust, they were always growing and bloom­
ing. This time I moved my plants with us, and
they were moved with little damage to the
plants. It did take a 15' U-Haul! However, wc
moved them to my son's house wherc we are
staying temporarily until we found a house to
buy and he has no facilities for plants. So out­
side they had to go - Iinle or big.
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Now, in Ozone I had a dictum that said,
"no matter when plants are moved outsidc in
the spring, it will promptly get cold again and
stay that way for a month." This will be
equally true of Stillwater, OK I fear which is
in just about the same growing zonc (USDA
68) as Ozone. It did tum cold and worse, the
dry winds seem to blow constantly at high
speeds. In no time, the majority of the large
begonias looked like the year we had a hail
storm with their tom and ragged leaves. The
very large canes fared worst. I lost most of
the babies that came from inside as wcll. The
plants in fact look very much the way they do
if you take them without hardening off out­
side from a warm greenhouse, which indeed
the climate in acogdoches well imitated.

Wally Wagner's lathehouse article is
fortuitous for me!

However, a few plants have taken the
move and the unfavorable climate here in sur­
prising stride. One of those is B. fischeri. My
small Rex cultivars and my crop of B. halacoa

have also fared well. If not thriving, they are
at least surviving. Most of my plants were
seedlings grown from seed after we arrived in
Nacogdoches last year, planted eithcr in June
or Novcmber. B. gehrtii is thriving in the cold
although I have had to transplant them low in
deep bulb pans which protect them from the
winds. B. Soli-lIIl1lala looks its usual lovely
self too. The wonderful thing about most bc­
gonias is that somehow we can find a way to
grow them almost anywhere!

Nevertheless, I am anxious to get all
those plants remaining to the housc we are
buying and set up more protective environ­
ments for them. We expect this to happen June
6, not in time to give you OUf pennanent ad­
dress this issue, so don't forget to check the
address page next issue. The P.O. box address
will be good for a year, howcvcr, so you can
go ahead and mail me stuff thcre! Unfortu­
nately I cannot give you a new phone number
or Email address yet either.

My thanks to everyone who contributed
to this issue making it easy for me to get it out
by the deadline dcspite the confusion of a
move.

-Freda Holley
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Identify this Species . ..

The mystery be~onia of the last is­
sue was B. malaoarica Lamarck.
Doorenbos, et. al. (The Sections ofBego­
nia, The Netherlands: Wageningen Ag­
ricultural University, 1998) have this to
say "Authors ... include a second species
[in section Haagea}: B. malabarica
A. DC. Hoever, this is a later homonym
ofB. malabarica Lamk which outdates
the first by 81 years. As clearly it merges
into B. dipetala of section Haagea, we
join the two species here." Doorenbos
makes no assignment of B. malabaraca
Lamarck which is said to resemble B.
diperala to a section.. Thus botanically
adrift, in the meantime this lovely spe­
cies from India with its beautiful pink
flowers is one to grow. There is an ex­
cellent color photo in the Thompson
Begonias The Complete Reference Guide
(New York: Times Books, 1981) on page
13 of the color section. The photo above
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was taken by Midori Nobusawa at the Ft.
Worth Botanic Gardens in May of 1999.
It is of a young plant.

Because of the editor's move, the
winner will be announced next issue mak­
ing sure all responses are received.

********************
The New Mystery Species

This unusual Thick-stemmed bego­
nia has elongated leaves that are usually
peltate. The flowers really set it apart, the
male flower having only two tepals and
the female six. The ovary has four wings
and four locules. This led to its synonym
given by Brade: B. quadrilocularis. The
plant is from North Eastern Brazil and is
the only plant in its section.

************************
Send your entry to the editor today

to win a young seedling of this species.
All entries will be held until July 15 and a
winner drawn at that time.

The Begonian



American Begonia Society
Bookstore Sales List

May 2000

ADDENDUM TO 1990 REVISED BUXTON CHECKLIST, 1997 - $5.00
A BARKLEY RETROSPECTIVE - Collected writings of Dr. Fred Barkley - $2.50
BEGONIA SONG BOOK - $2.00
BEGONIAS IN GENERAL - Pamphlet from the BEGON/AN - $.50
BEGONIAS FROM SEED - SOWING AND GROWING. Chuck Tagg, BEGO­
N/AN reprint - $.50
CATALOG OF REGISTERED CULTIVARS. First 100 Registered cultivars, back­
ground, parents, originator, BEGONIAN references, test data, descriptions,47 pp.,
from ABS - $5.25
CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS OF AMERICAN BEGONIA SOCIETY, 1997­
$1.50.
CURTIS BOTANICAL MAGAZINE REPRINTS. 1800s color prints, 6x9 on qual­
ity stock, stuitable for framing - seven different prints $6.00 set.
GUIDELINES FOR NATIONAL CONVENTIONS AND ANNUAL SHOWS,
1995" $2.50
HOW TO WIN WITH BEGONIAS, 1993 - $1.00
REMEMBERING FRED. BEGON/AN articles by and about Dr. Fred Barkley ­
$2.00
A REPORT ON A STUDY TOUR TO THE MACAE DECIMA RESERVE, in­
cluding a catalog of begonia species, plus drawings. Darrin Duling, Kew Gardens. 2
spiral bound booklets, July 1994 - $5.00
REVISED BUXTON CHEKLIST. Original 1957 Checklist and 1958, '62, '67
supplements; (species and "u" numbers not included) 481 PP. -$37.50
TERRARIUMS FOR BEGINNERS. Mae Blanton. Types and appropriate plants ­
$2.00.
THE BEGONIA BOOK. Eva Kenworthy Gray 1931 classic, reprinted 1986: first
US begonia book: growing, propagation, fertilization, descriptions. 50 pp. - $5.25
THE BEGONlAN: the earliest issues. Newsleteers from January 1934 through 1938;
unbound - $25.00
TIPS FOR BEGONIA BEGINNERS. Reprint of Dorothy Patrick BEGONlAN ar­
ticles, 1987-89 - $4.50.
ABS PIN - $3.00

Make check,money order, or bank draft payable in US funds to: ABS BOOKSTORE.
Prices include USA shipping charges only. Mail order to:

CHERYL LENERT
13014 Chavile Drive
Cypress, TX 77429

Previously unavailable publications were received just before the convention. By the
time this issue is available, everyone with a pending bookstore order should have
received their material.
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News: ABS, Branch, International

From the Theodosia Burr Shepherd Branch
we learn that the Antonelli Brothers have
a new web site: www.antonelli.com which
is both an on-line order site and a help site.
So all those tuber growers out there, you
now have a place to get answers to those
questions.

From The Shade House, Newsletter of the
Doug Frost Branch edited by Nancy
Mirgon we learn that Goldie Frost has
germinated begonia seed stored in her
freezer after 20 years!! It was also sug­
gested that begonia seed might be tested
in the standard way for testing garden
seed: "Instead of potting the seed, lay it
between two moist (not wet) paper towels
where it will be easy to observe. Seal the
towels in a small plastic bag labeled with
the name, date and time of placement.
Wait a few days then open the bag and
check for germination every day. Many
seeds can be transplanted into pots once
they have germinated in this way. You'll
find it easier to transplant large seeds."
Let's try it, as suggested, just for fun...

The Monterey Bay Branch April meeting
was devoted to "WILD BEGONIAS: We
call them species begonias, but if you let
your imagination take you to unexplored
jungles and remote highlands where these
begonias were discovered and are still
being discovered the world species just
doesn't seem to capture the feeling ofwild­
ness. Do we call tigers and lion species
felines or do we call them wild animals."
Such imagination could create a wonder-
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ful presentation that would surely appeal
to young people.

Houston Knight traveled from Califor­
nia to Houston to speak to the San Jacinto
Branch onApril II about his research on
begonia growing.

Barbara Berg in the May issue of the
Knickerbocker News gave her recipe for
a Planter for Summer: "Try something a
little different...last summer we put to­
gether a planter for our patio which turned
out to be spectacular. Tn the top ofa straw­
berry jar planter we put a B. 'Christmas
Candy' and in the side openings we put
red and white impatiens. During the sum­
mer they grew to cover the jar. It was
grown in full sun half the day and was a
real eye-catcher."

Have you noticed how many begonias
were appearing en masse at the large gar­
den centers attached to building supply
stores this spring? B. 'Richmondensis'
and B. 'Dragon Wings' were everywhere.
Of course, the usual Semps were omni­
present. Garden magazines as well often
featured begonias as part of mixed
plantings.

Remember, the dates for the Begonian s
Coming Events calendar are picked up
from Branch Newsletters. Few dates be­
yond July I were given in newsletters re­
ceived by the deadline date. Try to in­
clude dates well in advance in newslet­
ters ifyou know them.

The Begonian



Understanding Begonia
Nomenclature

by Jack Golding

With our personal computers, the
internet and Email, we are able to ex­
change information almost anywhere in
the world in a few minutes. But in the early
years of botanical exploration of the 16'h
to the 19'h century it often took many
months or years for botanists to exchange
information about plants that the explor­
ers found in the wild. A collector could
send specimens and information about the
same begonia to Botanical Gardens in dif­
ferent countries. Because of the long time
it took to exchange information, some of
the same species were given different
names [synonyms] or sometimes differ­
ent species were given the same name
[homonyms].

The International Code of Botani­
cal Nomenclature [ICBN] was estab­
lished with the aim of providing "... a
stable method of naming taxonomic
groups [plants], avoiding and rejecting the
use of names which may cause error or
ambiguity or throw science into confu­
sion ... " We follow the Rules and Rec­
ommendations of the ICBN. "Scientific
names of taxonomic groups are treated as
Latin regardless of their derivation."

The family BEGONIACEAE have
three genera [plural of genus] Begonia,
Hillebrandia, and Symbegonia. Our pri­
mary interest is with the Genus Begonia
with approximately 1400 species, divided
in some cases, into approx. 75 sections,
subspecies [subsp.], variety [var.] and fonn
[for.].
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The species name is a binary com­
bination consisting of the name of the
genus followed by a single specific epi­
thet. The name that is published first, in
accordance with the requirements of the
ICBN, is the correct name and has prior­
ity over all the other names of that same
species.

For accuracy, the citation ofa bego­
nia should include the name of the spe­
cies, the name of the author(s)[the person
who validly published the name] and date
of publication, e.g., Begonia acaulis
Merri 11 & Perry, 1943. A more complete
citation also includes the name of the
publication, with reference to the volume,
page, and illustration, e.g., Begonia
acaulis Merrill & Perry, J. Arnold Arbor.,
24:43, pI. I, l-g, 1943.

Some typical citations, followed by
an explanation, are:

Begonia ciliobracteata
Warburg, Bot. Jahrb. Syst.,
22:40, 1895. -M, Sosef,
WageningenAgric. Univ. Papers,
94(1 ):222, fig. 17.3, pI. 1c, 1994.
[Scutobegonia].Cameroon. Fig.
22.6, icon. R

dielsiana Gi 19, 1904, non
E. Pritze1, 1900.

hookeriana Gi 19 ex
Engler, 1921, non
Gardner, 1845.

raynaliorum Wilczek,
1969.

cameroonensis L.B. Smith
& D.C. Wasshausen, 1983.

The name Begonia cilio-bracteata
was published by Warburg in Bot. Jahrb.
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Sysl., volume 22, page 40, in 1895. Addi­
tional pertinent information about this
species was published later by M. Sosef
in the Wageningen Agric. Univ. Papers,
volume 94, part I, on page 222, with an
illustration fig. 17.3, plate Ic, in 1994. It
was placed in Section Scutobegonia. Its
native habitat is Cambodia. The synonym
names, their author and date of publica­
tion, are listed.

The complete citations of the syn­
onyms also include the author who deter­
mined that they are the same as the cor­
rect name.

Begonia dielseiana Gilg, Bot.
Jahrb. Syst., 34:91,1904, non
E. Pritzel, 1900. -L.B. Smith
& D.C. Wasshausen,
Phytologia, 52:442, 1983, [=
Begonia cameroonensis L.B.
Smith & D.C. Wasshausen,
1983].-~. Sose~

WageningenAgric. Univ.
Papers, 94(1 ):222, 1994.
= Begonia ciliobracteata
Warburg, 1895.

Begonia die/siana was published by
Gilg in 1904. However it was a later hom­
onym [a different species with the same
name] that was published by E. Pritzel in
1900. Therefore, L.B. Smith & D.C.
Wasshausen, Phytologia, 52:442, 1983,
gave it a new name Begonia
cameroonensis L.B. Smith & D.C.
Wasshausen, 1983. But M. Sosef,
Wageningen Agric. Univ. Papers,
94(1):222, 1994, determined that it was
the same species as Begonia
ciliobracteata Warburg, 1895.
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Begonia hookeriana Gilg ex
Engler, Veg. Erde, 9(3.2):617,
1921, non Gardner, 1845,­
L.B. Smith, D.C. Wasshausen,
J. Golding, & C. Karegeannes,
Smithsonian Contr. Bot.,
60:180, 1986, [= Begonia
scutulum J.D. Hooker, 1871,
sphalmate]. -~. Sosef,
WageningenAgric. Univ.
Papers, 94(1):222, 1994. R
=Begonia ciliobracteata
Warburg, 1895.

Begonia hookeriana Gilg ex [from
Gilg but validly] published by Engler in
1921 was a later homynum of the species
published by Gardner in 1845. L.B. Smith,
D.C. Wasshausen, 1. Golding, & C.
Karegeannes, Smithsonian Contr. Bol.,
60: 180, 1986, listed it as a synonym of
Begonia scutulum J.D. Hooker, 187\, by _
mistake. But that error was corrected by,
M. Sosef, Wageningen Agric. Univ. Pa-
pers, 94( 1):222, 1994, who determined
that it was the same species as Begonia
ciliobracteata Warburg, 1895.

B. 'Wanda'

Visit our web page at
http://www.begonias.com
or send for our price list today.
Catalog $2. Mail order only.
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Begonia raynaliorum Wilczek,
Bull. Jard. Bot. Nat. Belg.,
39:93, 1969. -M. Sosef,
Wageningen Agric. Univ.
Papers, 94(1):222, 1994. R
=Begonia ciliobracteata
Warburg, 1895.

Begonia raynaliorum Wilczek,
published in 1969 . M. Sosef, Wageningen
Agric. Univ. Papers, 94( I ):222, 1994,
determined that it was the same species
as Begollia ciliobracteata Warburg, 1895.

* * * * *
Another citation:

Begonia boucheana
(Klotzsch) A. de CandoIle,
Prodr., 15(1):373, 1864.
[Pritzelia]. Venezuela.

Gurltia boucheana
Klotzsch, 1856.

The epithet bOlicheafla that was
originally published by Klotzsch in the
[rejected] genus Gurlitia was transferred
to Begonia by the publishing author A.
de Candolie.

* * * * *

Sometimes a species is identified
incorrectly by one or more authors. A
misapplied name is indicated by the words
"auct. non" followed by the name of the
original author and the bibliographic ref­
erences of the misidentification. This is
followed by the citation of the author who
determined the misidentification plus the
correct name, as in the following example:

Begonia elaeagnifolia auct.
non J.D. Hooker: De Wildeman
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& Th. Durand, Ann. Mus.
Cong., II, 1(2):25, 1900; Th. &
H. Durand, Syll. Fl. Congo\.,
:234,1909; Mildbraed, Wiss.
Ergebn. Zweit. Deutsch,
Zentr.-Afr.-Exp. 1910-1911,
2:97, 1922; Wilczek, Fl.
Congo, Rwanda, Burundi, :20,
1969. -lC. Arends,
Wageningen Agric. Univ.
Papers, 91(6):8,189, "1991,"
1992.
= Begonia longipetiolata Gilg,
1904.

Several authors, De Wildeman &
Th. Durand et aI, mistakenly identified a
species USIng the name Begoflia
elaeagllifo/ia. Their species was not Be­
gOllia elaeagflifo/ia published by J.D.
Hooker in Oliver, FI. Trop. Afr., 2:579,
1871. It was identified by J.e. Arends,
Wageningen Agric. Univ. Papers, 91 (6):8,
189, "1991," 1992, to be Begollia
[ollgipetio[ata Gilg, 1904.

* * * * *

To be continued in the next issue
with the names of hybrids and cultivars.

Advertise
in

the Begonian!
Contact

Ann Salisbury,
about Display ads
at 580-628-5230.
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In The Mailbox
by Greg Sytch

Convention News: For everyone
who missed the convention, it was a blast'
This was only my second convention, but
I learned much from the experience. Help­
ing setting up the show room was a learn­
ing experience. While opinions differ, the
award winners were still all beautiful, well
grown plants. Just walking through, time
and again, you learn how large some spe­
cies and hybrids can get, how others grow,
and what soil works best. I highly sug­
gest if you ever have the chance to visit a
convention plant show, or any branch
show, do so. You will be amazed at how
beautiful a well grown begonia is.

From New Jersey: A recent post
online was from a grower from New Jer­
sey who purchased plants grown from a
commercial grower and was complaining
that leaves were beginning to curl and dry
up after some time. The problem could
be from many sources, but I would sus­
pect the change in environment definitely
was a contributing factor. When bego­
nias go from a humid greenhouse to a drier
windowsill or under lights, the new
growth will adjust but the older growth
may not.

As an example, Floida has four sea­
sons. Unfortunately, two of them are sum­
mer, but luckily winter is among the other
two. Sunny, crisp, cooler days with lower
humidity are a drastic change from the
hot, humid days of summer. Begonias
often drop older leaves in my yard, and
greenhouses, as new conditions set in. I
often prune hard in late fall expecting this
to occur and new growth rapidly adjusts
and thrives. Be careful when bringing a
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new plant home. If you are unable to se­
cure how it was grown, assume it was
greenhouse grown and allow it to adjust
for a few weeks in your home. Try it in a
few different areas to see which is best.
Once it appears happy, then repot up only
one size, and always use a lightweight soil
mix. Once growing, it will reward you
with lush leaves and frequent blossoms.

If you ever have a question, com­
ment, or need some asistance, feel free to
Email meat:gsytch@cs.com. call me at
727-841-9618, or write me at 6329 Alaska
Avenue, New Port Richey, FL 34653. I
would love to hear about successes to share
with our readers, too.

Begonia Lost and Found

This is the new column where you can
advertise for begonias that you have
been unable to find ji'om any other
source. Please do not request bego­
nias available from our commercial
sources. Members advertising will be
glad to tradefrom their own collections
or they will pay postage. It sprobably
best to talk by phone before shipping.
And ilyou find one through this col­
Ullin be sure to let us know!

Dean H. Allen, 195 Pleasant St., Apt.
905, Malden, MA 02148-4817, ph:
781-397-8371 (who has been a mem­
ber of the Buxton Branch for more than
50 years!) has lost B. 'Queen of
Hanover', a Rex cultivar with dark ol­
ive green leaves, wide silver green
zone, densely covered, light pink hairs.

The editor bought a plant labeled "8.
chiba" in LA in 1999. She has been
unable to find any reference to this. If
you know anything about this plant,
please let her know.

The Begonian



Vented Greenhouse Healers.

Southern Burner Co.

Catalog:
$2.00, Free to

ABS Members
email: Mikekartuz@aoLcom

Weiss' Gesneriads

Begonias - Gesneriads

Rare Flowering Plants & Vines

Kartuz Greenhouses
1408 Sunset Dr., Dept. B
Vista, CA 92083-6531
760-941 -3613 Lf'l!oJ:::ll'1I~"'~t:A

Episcias Sinningias
Begonias Chiritas

Plants - Cuttings
Free Catalogue

Plants Grown for Distinctive Foli­
age

Dependable vented orchid house healers.

Economical heat on natural
or LP gas.

"No Electricity Required."
Millivo~ controls available with "Setback"

thermostat for day & night temperatures.
For literature and prices, give us a call or drop us a line.

Model A-I 25,000 BTU
Vented Orchid House Heater

~
~~.

Specialists
in the heating
needs of the

hobby grower
since 1923.

Southern Burner Co.
p.o. Box 885'Chickasha, OK 73023

(800) 375-5001(405) 224-5000
(2J6) 321-6785

2293 S. Taylor Road

We specialize in Rhizomatous, Cane, Rex, and minia­
ture Begonias. We also carry Orchids, Rare Plants,
Peperomias, Episcias, Hoyas, Ferns & more. Send a
long self-addressed double stamped envelope for our
price list.

We invite you to visit our beautiful tropical garden nursery.

Palm Hammock Orchid Estate, Inc.
Dept. B * 9995 S.W. 66th St. * Miami, FL. 33173 * (305) 274-9813

Hours - Mon-Fri 9-5 * Saturday 9-4

Your begonias will feel right at home growing with gesneriadsl

American Gloxinia and Gesneriad Society
Annual dues: Individual. ...$20. AGGS Membership Secretariat
Quarterly Journal, extensive seed fund, judg- MJ & DB Tyler

ingschools, annual convention P.O. Box 1598

htl :llwww.forthrt.com/-a sl Pon Angeles, WA 98362-0194 USA
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COMING EVENTS

July 22-23, 2000, Saturday 9-5; Sunday 12-4: Westchester Branch
Show and Sale at Westchester Christian Church, 8740 La Tijera Blvd.,
Westchester, CA. For more information, call Janet Brown at 310-670­
4471.
July 29-30, 2000: Culver City Garden Club show and Sale; Westchester
Branch will have a booth. Call Janet Brown at 310-670-4471 for more
information.
September 20-24, 2000: Southwest RegioniABS Get-Together, San
Antonio, TX. Seven Oaks Resort, San Antonio, Texas. For more infor­
mation call Lucille Dyess at 210-432-7293 or Elizabeth Muth at 210­
494-3313.
October 7-8, 2000: The Mabel Corwin Branch will have a show of
begonias at Casa del Prado in Balboa Park. Contact Eleanor Calkins at
760-746-4743 for more information.

June 2001: ABS Convention 2001 in Denver, CO. More infor­
mation next issue!

Closing Datefor Next Issue is July 15!
Please: Send your Convention Stories and Photos!

The Begonian

Editor: Freda M. Holley, P.O. Box 2536,
Stillwater, OK 74076-2536. Ph: 405-780­
7444.

Consulting Editors: Tamsin Boardman and
Jan Brown.

Nomenclature Editor: Jack Golding,
33 Ingram Drive, Monroe Township, NJ
08831-4641, E-mail: JGBEGNOM@aol.com

Quick Tips: Maria Holmes, #144,760
W. Lomita BI., Harbor City. CA
90710-2517. E-mail:
mariaholmes@worldnet.att.net
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Advertising Staff:

Display Ads: Ann Salisbury, P.O. Box 452,
Tonkawa, OK 74653, Ph: 580-628-5230

Plant Society Ads: Wanda Macnair,
177 Hancock St., Cambridge, MA, 02139, Ph:
6 I7-876-1356

Send inquiries about address changes, miss­
ing copies, dues, subscription and circula­
tion to Arlene Ingles, 157 Monument, Rio
Dell, CA 95562-1617, Ph: (707) 764-5407;
E-mail ingles@humboldtl.com
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ABS Elected Officers

President... Charies Jaros, 200 Maureen
Drive, Sanford, FL 32771,
Ph: 407-328-0618
Past President Bruce C. Boardman,
P. O. Box 69, Bluff Dale, TX 76433, Ph: 254­
728-3485.
1st Vice-President ..... Morris Mueller, 163
Hartnell Place, Sacramento, CA 95825, Ph:
916-927-4921
2nd Vice-President Howard Berg, 16
Highview Terr., New Canaan, CT 06840.
3rd Vice-President.. .. Helen Spiers, 1423
Laskey Street, Houston, TX 77034, Ph: 713­
946-4237
Secretary Richard Macnair,
177 Hancock Street, Cambridge, MA
02139; Ph: 617-876-1356
Treasurer.......Carol Notaras, 2567 Green St.,
San Francisco, CA 94123; Ph: 415-931-4912;
E-mail: cnotaras@juno.com

Appointed Chairmen and Directors

Audit ......... Paul Tsamtsis,
1630 F St., Sacramento, CA 95814-1611
Awards ..... Michael Ludwig,
6040 Upland St., San Diego, CA 92114-1933
Back Issues.........Ann Salisbury,
P.O. Box 452, Tonkawa, OK 74653; Ph:

580-628-5230
Ballot Counting.......lngeborg Foo,
1050 Melrose Way, Vista, CA 92083; Ph:
760-724-4871
Book Store.......Cheryl Lenert, 13014
Chavile, Cypress, TX 77429, Ph: 281-897­
0155
Branch Relations..... Mary Bucholtz,
1560 Lancastcr Terrace # I008
Jacksonville, FL 32204; Ph: 904-353-9111
Business Manager.....Gene Salisbury,
P.O. Box 452, Tonkawa, OK 74653; Ph:
580-628-5230
Conservation.....Tamsin Boardman,
P.O. Box 69, Bluf Dale, TX 76433; Ph:
254-728-3485
Convention Advisor..... .Janet Brown, 7825
Kentwood, Los Angeles, CA 90045; Ph:
310-670-4471
Convention Chairman ....Virginia Jcns,
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922 Upland R., West Palm Beach, FL 33401­
7550, Ph: 561-835-3845
Entries/Classification.... Leora Fuentes,
2200 Glen Forest Ln., Plano, TX 75023; Ph:
972-964-6417
Internet Editor...Kathy Goetz, 935 W. Isabella
Street, Lebanon, Oregon 97355; Ph: 541­
258-7517. E-Mail: goetzk@dnc.net
Historian ....Norma pfrunder, 1958 Sy­
camore Ct., McKinleyville, CA 95519-3900
Horticultural Correspondent....Gregory
Sytch, 6329 Alaska Avenue, New Port
Richey, FL 34653-4301; Ph: 727-841-9618
E-mail: GSytch@cs.com
Judging...Maxine Zinman, R.I, Box 73,
Boyce, VA 22620; Ph: 540-837-2011
Members-at-Large... H. Alton Lee, 5813
19th Avenue S., Gulfport, FL 33707; Ph:
727-343-54022, E-mail: HALPCL@aol.com
Membership ...Arlene Ingles,
157 Monument, Rio Dell, CA 95562-1617;
Ph: 707-764-5407
Email: ingles@humboldtl.com
Nomenclature.....Gene Salisbury, P.O. Box
452 Tonkawa, OK 74653; Ph: 580-628-5230
Parliamentarian .... Margaret Lee,
1852 31 st St., San Diego CA 92102
Public Relations........Andrew Conely,
4575 Elm Court, Denver, CO 80211-1442;
Ph: 303-455-7845; E-mail:
sierra_vista_gardens@juno.com
Research Kelton Parker, 4525 N. Hiway
171, Clcburnc, TX 76031
Round Robin .....Virginia Hamann
1169 Lincoln Ave., Chester IA 52134-8508; Ph:
319-565-4208
Seed Fund ...... Eleanor Calkins, 910 Fern
St., Escondido, CA 92027; Ph: 760-746­
4743
Slide Library.......Charies Jaros
200 Maurccn Dr., Sanford, FL 32771; Ph:
407-328-0618.

Visit Today!

www.begonias.org
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American Begonia Society
157 Monument
Rio Del, CA 95562-1617

Change Service Requested

Vote! Ballots are Due July 21
Ballot is on Page 103 of May/June Issue.
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