


The Begonian
ISSN 0096-8684

Publication of the American Begonia Society

American Begonia Society
Founded January 1932 by Herbert P. Dyckman

Aims and Purposes

To stimulate and promote interest in begonias and other shade­
loving plants.

To encourage the introduction and development of new types of
these plants.

To standardize the nomenclature of begonias.

To gather and publish information in regard to k.inds, propaga­
tion, and culture of begonias and companion plants.

To issue a bulletin that will be mailed to all members of the
society.

To bring into friendly contact all who love and grow begonias.

The Begonian is published bimonthly by the American Begonia Soci­
ety, Inc. Views expressed are not necessarily those of the society, its officers,
or the editor. Contents, except where labeled otherwise, may be reprinted
without limitation, provided credit is given to "The Begonian, magazine of
the American Begonia Society."

Membership (subscription) $17 annually, $23 first class mail, US,
Mexico, and Canada. $27 foreign surface mail except Mexico and Canada,
$37 Overseas airmail. Added member, same household, $2. Consult Member­
ship Chairman for sustaining, benefactor, life membership dues. U.S. cur­
rencyonly. Back issues (current volume) $2.50.

American Begonia Society - P.O. Box 471651, San Francisco CA 94147­
1651

Membership - Subscription, dues, circulation, inquiries, and address changes:
John Ingles, Jr., 157 Monument, Rio Dell, CA 95562-1617; (707) 764-5407.
E-mail: ingles@humboldtl.com

122 The Begonian



Cover
Front: The leaves on B. 'Paul's Pride' tell us this is a Bob Koehler hybrid! See the
article beginning on page 125. Photo by Mary Bucholtz.
Back: We met species B. ravenii in the Begonian, January/February 1998, pages 14
& 15, but here we see it achieve its show potential as a Best Commercial Division
winning entry by John Langevin ofthe Ft. Worth Botanic Gardens at the June Southwest
Region Get-Together.

In This Issue

Begonia Hybridizing Today in the U.S.

Exciting things are happening with begonia hybridizing in the U.S. today.
In this issue are articles about or by some of the best. We learn about
some of their goals, the hybrids they are proud of, and also we read about
a debate on the proliferation of not-so-great hybrids.

Articles

Hybridizing: A Conversation 125
Hybridizing with a Purpose 129
Hybridizing 101 130
Hybridizing Goals 134
A Debate 138
Miami Show Winners 144
Book Review: Growing

Begonias 149
Begonia Kaleidoscopes 153

Seed Fund
Begonia Bytes
Public Relations
Editor's Notes
Conservation News
News: ABS, Branch, Int'l
Pronunciation Guide
Coming Events
Officer's Page

146
150
150
151
152
154
156
158
159

Directory of Begonia
Societies

Regular Features

President's Notes
Growing Organic

Volume 66 July/August 1999

140

124
143

Quick
Check your mailing label. If

it reads

199909 or 199910,
your membership is about to

expire. Please renew! We
don't want to lose you.

123



President's Notes...

It is time for a little housekeeping,
some cleaning up of the debris from my
two-year tenure as your president.

I'm receiving newsletters from most
branches and am pleased that the quality
of many of them has improved. This has
been more ofa response ofeditors getting
more comfortable in the job than my chid­
ing to upgrade the contents. Our editors
are adults and don't need someone hov­
ering over their shoulders. So no kudos
to me for being pushy.

Too many fingers pointed at me
when ABS successfully recognized the six
decades ofRudy ZiesenheIme in our midst.
Such recognition had been discussed of­
ten; it was my prerogative to name the
place for a Board meeting and Santa Bar­
bara was a great place to have one. I got
to be cbeerleader for the folks who actu­
ally pulled it off. We all need to give a
rousing cheer to our presenters of memo­
ries and the designers of the scrapbook
that Rudy is still enjoying. And another
cheer for Rudy, too!

Few of our committees have ex­
panded to include two or more members
and I don't feel like cheerleading, yet.
When the chair is exhausted, burnt-out or
disabled, there's no one to step in to lead
without a hitch and our members get dis­
couraged from slow to no response. Not
much inspired leadership nor silver­
tongued oration on my part here, drat it.

New members have been coming to
us from the internet and response time has
been reduced for questions ofmembership,
growing hazards, cuttings/seed availabil­
ity and other items hard to categorize.
With a Website and many officers and
members so active with computers ABS
is ready to enter the next century. Not my
doing, either.
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Something good has come from
each ofour Board meetings. But I do hear
from my live-in begoniac that I let some
discussions go on a little too long. Guilty
- but I do get good feedback and some
things have happened after those too-long
discussions. So, I'll pat my own back with
some contortions.

Through no effort on my part, the
Begonian is flourishing; the Seed Fund
is working well and has many committed
workers; our treasurer has kept on top of
the numerous forms that California wishes
to have her complete, and all our bills are
current and no wolves are baying at our
doors. Our business manager has offered
many ways to economize and not lessen
our services and he and his spouse have
undertaken many thankless tasks on their
own.

And our great conventions, shows,
sales, board meetings and infonnative and
fun tours: Wow! I can take little credit
here, either, but I've forwarded my regis­
tration and signed-up early for each great
place that's volunteered to show off their
community. That's a way ofcheerleading,
too. (I'm feeling better.)

My thanks to all the officers and
committee chairs that have mentored me
and helped me grow and perfonn some
necessary duty. A great bunch; you know
who you are and I hope I've not kept my
appreciation a secret from you.

This isn't "adios" nor "good-bye."
This is just a "farewell until the next meet­
ing," because the past president stays on
the board and surely the new officers can
figure something for me to cheerlead!

- Bruce Boardman

Don't forget: Vote!
Ballots from May/June issue

due to Ingeborg Foo by July 21.

The Begonian



Hybridizing: A Conversation with
Kit Jeans Mounger and Bob Koehler

by H. Alton Lee

Recently, Kit Jeans Munger was on
a flying trip through Florida and she and
Bob Koehler and I got together for lunch.
Of course, after we tucked into the gour­
met cuisine at the Red Lobster, our con­
versation turned to begonias and more
specifically hybridizing.

Since Kit and Bob are just about
two of the best begonia hybridizers at work
today, I steered the conversation to some
questions for these two which other bego­
nia growers and would-be hybridizers
might like to ask: Who knows? Perhaps,
someone reading this is the future creator
of some great new begonias that many
collectors will soon be seeking. We will
live in hope.

Here is some of our edited conver­
sation.

HAL: How and why did you get into be­
gonia hybridizing?
KIT: Because it was there. You know
back in those days when I started hybrid­
izing , you got a package of seed when
you joined the American Begonia Soci­
ety. This would have been in 1972. I got
this package and it was just dust.
HAL: Irresistible dust!
KIT: (Laughing) I thought what in the
world?! I was buying cuttings at the time
from Maxine Wilson about 40 miles up
the road. Anyway, it's like anything else.
You want to try it because someone says
it's easy. First, you plant seed, then they
come up and grow. And it IS easy and I
went from there.
BOB: It was the same for me. Someone
told me that (the process) was easy...and I
didn't bel ieve them. So I had to try it
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myself. And it WAS easy.
HAL: And what were your very first hy­
brids?
BOB: B. "Sweet Thing."
KIT: Mine was a rex. I named it for
Maxine Wilson and for the longest time
Logee's carried it. I remember we went
out to Wichita Falls, Texas at the instiga­
tion of Bob Hamm for what was really the
first Begonia Get-Together. Chuck
Richardson came from California and
Thelma O'Reilly. Bob Hamill had said,
"We're going to have hybrids now. If
you've got a hybrid of your own, bring
it." I took Illy rex which was a cross of B.
'Venetian Red' x. B. listada (1979).
HAL: But after you got into hybridizing
and saw the fun and possibilities, what
were your goals?
KIT: From the earliest, I was correspond­
ing with Bernard York (Australia) and he
sent me seed, good tough begonias that
you couldn't kill. I was trying to run a
greenhouse at the time and a mail order
business, and the only way you can get a
leg up is to have hybrids that no one else
has and which people will order. There
were all these prima donnas around that
people would order and they would croak
or they had to pamper them. My goal
became easy plants--mostly with rhizoma­
tous--though I did do rexes. B. 'Thesus'
was one. (B. 'Snow queen' x unnamed
Rex cultivar, 1980). They had that at
Selby in the display house for years, but I
haven't seen it in a long time. I didn't
know at first that they were the toughest,
so I grew Rexes. But my goal, really was
that I wanted something that anybody
could grow, that was short in the petiole,
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so it was a fairly compact grower and
would be a pretty thing, but tough.
HAL: How many hybrids have you done?
KIT: (Hesitating.) Oh, gosh...
BOB: I have a two page list of her hy­
brids at home, so at least 50 or 60.
HAL: and you?
BOB: About 20 so far.
KIT: I used to keep all the old catalogs
with my things, but I've lost them. How­
ever I keep a journal and I listed them
there.
HAL: And what would you say is the best
hybrid you've created?
KIT: Oh, we all know what that is hands
down.
BOB, KIT, & HAL: B. 'Cowardly Lion'.
KIT: That and B. 'Blue Jeans' are prob­
ably the two most popular ones. 'Blue
Jeans' isn't around so much anymore.
BOB: And your Dragon series was real
well thought of, but I agree 'Cowardly

Lion' is the best, and I've tried about all
of them.
HAL: And your best, Bob?
BOB and KIT: B. 'String of Pearls"!
HAL: And your worst?
KIT (Laughing.): Oh, I'd have to think
about that.
BOB (Nodding.): Me, too!

Later, Kit chooses B. 'Nancy Cummings".

KIT: It has beautiful leaves, but it just
never looks well and is so slow and hard
to grow. It's one I wish I could have done
more with.
KIT: What's someone else's hybrid that
you wish was yours?
BOB: (Laughing.) 'Cowardly Lion'.
KIT: (Also laughing.): I kind oflike the
one Bob named for me, to tell the truth,
because it's so different, but I'd include
many in that cross, B. 'Risa's Reward',

Below, Bob Koehler and Kit Jeans Munger examine plants in a Florida greenhouse.
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'Gilligan's Island', 'Gunsmoke'. The only
problem is that these plants get huge. You
have got to have some room.
HAL: Let's assume you've made 60 hy­
brids or so over the years, Kit. How many
do you think still exist and are being
grown.
KiT: (Sighing.) Maybe 10.
BOB: Oh, 1think more than that because
I've got at least 10 of them.
KiT: Well, [ know that several of the
'Jean's' are out there.
HAL: B. 'Streaky Jeans' was in the At­
lanta show, and Tbought a small one called
B. 'Velvet Jeans', but I'm not doing well
with it.
KIT: B. 'Scruffy' is till around and my
favorites B. 'Blue Jeans' and 'Rhinestone
Jeans' .
HAL: What can be done to keep hybrids
like this from--just evaporating over time?
We sort of have an adopt-a-species ap­
proach with people taking care of things.
Should we be doing that with hybrids, too?
KIT: I think there ought to be, but who
has the time? One of the reasons plant
societies have gone down so badly is that
most everyone works.
HAL: Okay, let's end with you two fin­
ishing this sentence for me: The best thing
that could happen with or for the ABS
is... ?
KiT: Advertisement and going back to
putting seed packets in a member's wel­
come packet. They have done that again,
haven't they? But you just have to adver­
tise.
BOB: ABS needs to work harder with
commercial interests to get stuff around.
That inspires people when they see the
plants and want to have them.
HAL: Down the road, where is the ABS
begonia growing and collecting going to
be?
BOB & KIT: Or where are we going to
be (Laughing.)? That's the real question.
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BOB: (Thinking for a moment.) Well, hy­
bridizing is getting better all the time, but
so much is being done with canes now
because they are easy to take care of and
getting so much more colorful! Ofcourse,
I think there's a lot more to be done with
rhizomatous.
KIT: Well, I think along those lines tis­
sue culture is going to be more important.
[fbegonias are saved commercially, that's
where it's going to be.
HAL: Tthink 1 read recently somewhere
that B. masoniana is being tissue cultured.
KIT: Well, it is slow...
BOB: And everybody wants it. HEY! T
thought about a hybrid I wish I'd made,
B. 'Sophie Cecille'.
KIT: And B. 'Esther Albertine' for me.
They're sister seedlings, aren't they?
BOB: I think so.
KiT: I can get 'Esther' to bloom, but
NEVER 'Sophie'.
HAL: So the bottom line is, there are a
lot of good hybrids out there, and they
need to be grown and saved.
BOB: Oh, yes.
KiT: Right. When are you getting started?
HAL: Check, please'

Kit Jeans Mounger was visiting Florida
from her home at 485 Cottontail Lane,
Afton, TN 37616 when this interview oc­
curred. Bob Koehler lives at 5300 48th
Terrace N., St. Petersburg, FL33709­
3836 and H. Alton Lee resides at 5813
19th Avenue s., Gulfport, FL 33707-4023.
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B. 'Kit Jeans Mounger'
does indeed make a big
plant with the giant,
curled leaves for which
Bob Koehler is noted.
Photo by Midor;
Nobusawa, Allanta /998.
Kit doeslJ't mention B.
'Fern Richardson', but
this lovely thick-stem is
sometimes available at
ADS plant sales; it is an
unusual cross oj B. U029
(syn. B. 'Mystique') and
B. renefonnis. Photo is by
Kit Jeans Mmmge,:
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ABOUT HYBRIDIZING

Hybridizing is discussed below from a number of different
viewpoints.

Hybridizing with a Purpose
by Greg Sytch, ABS Horticultural Correspondent

Part One

For all those would-be hybridizers
who feel that this is an area best left to
the more experienced, delight in know­
ing that hybridizing is just an easy way of
playing bee or Genetics 10 I. It allows
creativity, expression, and upon your first
successful selection, elation.

I have found the most difficult part
of hybridizing is the selection process. A
successful cross can yield hundred ofseed­
lings, most look-alikes. How is it pos­
sible to grow them all? It is not, even for
myself with greenhouses and a mild cli­
mate. Then, how do you choose? You
make your best guess!

Upon transferring male pollen to a
female blossom, you should have a pur­
pose in mind. List your priorities ofa good
hybrid and select accordingly.

In 1997, I crossed B. 'Flutterby'
with B. 'Di-Anna'. My goal was to
achieve the unusual and beautiful foliage
ofB. 'Flutterby' on a sturdier grower that
would be easier to grow. I find B.
'Flulterby' a bit temperamental and its
leaves curl and frill to such an extent that
debris is often harbored near the petiole.
This creates opportunity for disease. It
can disfigure the specimen, and lastly, I
do not have time to constantly preen the
plant. I also find that B. 'Flutterby'
blooms at an annoying pace--almost ever-
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blooming--so cuttings can be difficult to
come by (never snip a cutting from a
bloom node). Do not get me wrong, I love
B. 'Flutterby', but if! had a perfect world...

Everyone should know B. 'Di­
Anna'. Fast, beautiful, lushly spotted
leaves, everblooming, but not from every
node. Rather compact, it is a survivor. In
my perfect world, I would want B. 'Di­
Anna' to transfer all of these positive
traits, but retain the beauty of B.
'Flulterby'. Just tweak 'Flutterby' a little.
So how does one select?

Part Two

The selection process begins. In this
case, my cross of B. 'Flulterby' x B. 'Di­
Anna' produced the usual hundred or
more seedlings. I utilize the pastry clam­
shells from the supennarket for starting
seeds, just sprinkling on the surface any
seed that will release from the pod. In 7
to 21 days, green specks of growth appear
(Hopefully not algae).

In 3 to 4 months, the seedlings are
at the top of the container properly cared
for--misted with a pinch of fertilizer and
checked for water weekly. The top lid
should be left slightly ajar for the last week
to acclimate the seedlings. A riot of color
is a feast for sore eyes as looking from
above, selection seems impossible. They
all look so beautiful.
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One key thought to keep in mind
when selecting cane seedlings is that at
this age, most are very colorful, display­
ing much silver that should fade with
maturity. Look for leaves with heavy spot­
ting, curls, furls, frills, reds and roses. Not
just the eye-catching silver streaks. I
chose three dozen seedlings to pot into 3"
pots, and they went straight into my
propagation greenhouse. Here, it is warm,
not too bright, and humid. In two months,
they are ready for 4 1/2" pots. In two more
months, they are ready for 6" pots. This
is when the true selection begins.

As mature leaves unfurl, you will
have a feel for the color, shape, and style
each seedling will possess. Trash those

Hybridizing 101
by Patrick Worley

Part One

Hybridizing is more than just put­
ting pollen to the stigma and planting the
resulting seeds. Hybridizing can create
new beauty and offers a challenge to even
the most experienced grower. Anyone
with the room to grow seedlings and time
to watch them to maturity can become a
hybridizer. The challenge comes with the
selection of the parents and the eye and
wisdom to determine what is worthy of
further work. What is left must be rel­
egated to the compost heap.

Everyone has a favorite technique
for applying the pollen. I tap the pollen
onto my fingernail and apply the pollen
carefully and heavily to each of the three
parts of the stigma. Others favor brushes
to transfer the pollen. Care must be taken
to insure that the pollen is cleaned from
the brush between crosses. Alcohol is
used to sterilize the brush and kill any
unwanted pollen. The pollen can be taken
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seedlings that do not meet criteria. In my
case, by the time I repotted into two gal­
Ion pots, I had selected seven seedlings.
Currently I have named three, all beauti­
ful plants in three gallon pots. A few are
"still being evaluated." But my biggest
surprise came from the flowering. One is
orange, another is orange-red, and still
another is orange-salmon. Was it worth
the effort? Yes! Is it easy? Yes! Just
wait until you see B. 'Tequila Sunrise' or
B. 'Tangerine Twist'. You'll know it was
definitely worth it.

Greg who grows in Florida is another noted
hybridizer with such beauties as B. 'Aripeka'
and B. 'Kissallllllee' to his credit.

up from the small porcelain or glass dish.
A baby food jar, painted black was a favorite
tool in Leslie Woodriffs' hybridizing work.

Pollen can also be deposited directly
from the male flower, but unless the pol­
len is shedding and is viable after direct
contact this method is less reliable.

I maintain a collection of dried pol­
len. I collect the pollen during the bloom
season and place it on small folded sheets
of clean white paper. When the pollen is
thoroughly dry I fold up the paper, label it
with the date and species or hybrid name
and place it in a plastic box.

1 use alphabetical file separators to
organize the collection. I place the whole
box in a large zip-locking bag and place it
on the bottom shelf of my refrigerator un­
till am ready to use some of the pollen.
Pollen saved this way can last up to a year
or more.

The physical process of hybridizing
couldn't be easier: place the pollen from
a male flower on the stigma of the female
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The process of
ripening can take

from weeks to months
depending upon the

plant.

flower. The flowers ofboth must be ready,
the stigma receptive, and the male shed­
ding pollen.

Planning a cross in advance allows
us to be prepared to collect male flowers
at maturity, hold them in a clean dly place
and apply the pollen when the female par­
ent is receptive.

The female is receptive when the
flower has fully opened and the stigma
fully expanded, usually in the day after
the flower first opens. There is often a
glistening appearance to the stigma. The
stigma remains receptive for up to a week,
depending on the species, humidity, tem­
perature, and light.

The male flower
is ready when the pol­
len starts dropping
from the stamen and is
shed onto the surround­
ing area. In cases
where we want to cross
two different plants, we
are often presented
with a problem. Often
the male flowers from
one plant have all
fallen and the females
are receptive. In most new world Bego­
nias, the males bloom first, drop away,
then the females open. If the male flower
is not present simply use the reserved dried
pollen. In this way any cross that one has
planned can be done when the female
flower is ready.

r use tape to label the cross listing
the female parent first and the date. I
purchase a pink hair curl tape that is easy
to write on, water tolerant and easy to see.
r stick the tape to the peduncle so that if
the ripe pod should fall l can find it and
identify it.

If the cross is successful, the petals
will fall within a few days and the ovary
will swell. The process of ripening can
take from weeks to months depending
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upon the plant. The pod is fully ripe when
the peduncle dries and the pod is dried
and has started to develop lesions or
cracks. Care must be taken not to lose the
seed. I place a small piece ofpaper, folded
in half and then folded on one side, under
the seed pod and strip it off with a small
scissors so that r don't lose the seed. I
then fold the paper on all sides so the seed
will not spill out and label it as to parent­
age.

New hybridizers often start by cross
pollinating two open flowers. l call this
proximity hybridizing; easy to do and un­
less planned a bit, it can result in thou-

sands of nice, but not
very interesting off­
spring.

The method that
I use and recommend
to would-be hybridizers
is to study first the lit­
erature. Find out the
parentage ofyour favor­
ite Begonia hybrids.
Start looking at Bego­
nias in books, in your
own collection and see
what features are avail-

able. Start a hybridizing program.
One must take small steps first to

achieve an overall goal. An example of a
modest plan would be to create a sturdy,
compact, large flowered, deep red cane for
windowsill growing. A long bloom cycle
would be desirable. Set reasonable goals
and select plants with features that fit into
your plan. An everblooming plant with
nice foliage and a compact plant with good
habits could be crossed first.

Find two or three plants with desir­
able flowers and bloom season that fits
your goals. By creating your own "stud
plants" you can use the selected charac­
teristics to create further crosses that ad­
vance your goal. Some name their plants
that are appealing at each stage of hybrid-
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izing. As long as you select seedlings well
this is one way to go about it. I tend to
concentrate the features that I am seeking
in a series of plants. Each, in its own way,
contributes a known character to the off­
spring. By themselves, the "stud plants"
or my stock plants may not be notewor­
thy, but when used in a cross they can give
their unique traits, otherwise hidden, to
the offspring.

By crossing two species one can cre­
ate an F-I generation that is more or less
unifonll. In the next generation, the char­
acters of the parents are combined in a very
regular way with one half resembling the
first generation and the rest a mixture of
traits. This generation is where we select
our first stud parents.

When we cross two hybrids, unless
we know the parentage, the results are of­
ten like tossing dice. Some hidden, or re­
cessive characteristics can come to the fore
and we may get many surprises. We can
select a desirable plant from the progeny
and self-pollinate it, then select again the
seedlings that have the habit we are seek­
ing. Two very similar seedlings, crossed
together, enhance and stabilize the trait
we are seeking. For example, if two of
the seedlings have compact habit and we
throw in red flowers, some of the offspring
will have compact habit and red flowers.
Since it takes some study to find out if this
trait is passed on, we can use this new se­
lection as a check plant to give a compact
habit, red color, and pleasing size.

In the next step we want to enlarge
the flower size. We select a plant with
known large flowers, red if possible, but
pink or a red-based coloring if necessary.
We perform the cross with our compact
red, grow on the seedlings, which all may
be tall with large and small red flowers.
We back cross our largest flowered off­
spring to another large flowered seedling
from the same cross to give us a next gen­
eration from which we can select our com-
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pact, red flowered, large flowered off­
spring.

Keeping some sort of written record
is very helpful. One can also jot down what
appear to be dominant and recessive char­
acteristics for future work with these par­
ents.

Part Two

The most important part of hybrid­
izing is the selecting. Rather than nam­
ing every seedling it is necessary to test
the seedlings. Next, make the selection.
Time then to grit your teeth and throw
away the leftovers.

What the world does not need is an­
other look alike Begonia. The world does
not need another Begonia name that will
stay in the literature when the plant has
been discarded as unworthy. The world
does not need a plant that is beautiful to
look at but impossible to grow under nor­
mal conditions. A six foot tall cane-like
Begonia that requires a terrarium is un­
likely to survive in cultivation.

The plant should be tested under dif­
ferent conditions, in a number of different
areas of the county if possible. This gives
the true measure of the plant.

I recall a story told to me by a great
grower and friend, of a hybridizer who
invited people over for a picnic. He had a
table full of Begonia hybrids. Rex Bego­
nias, I believe. The people at the party
were told to go pick out a plant that they
liked. My friend got "dregs", one that was
not very attractive, because she was there
late. The plants were given the name of
the person that picked the plant.

What is wrong with this scenario?
The plants were not selected for beauty,
strength, or distinctiveness. This was
more of an ego satisfying show. My
friend's name was used on a Begonia, but
one that she did not care for. Her name
can never be used to honor a plant that is
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worthy. Many plant groups list hundreds,
even thousands of hybrids. The reason for
selecting and using your good taste to se­
lect from among hundreds or even thou­
sands is the love of Begonia.

If it is worth the effort to grow on
the seedlings, it is worth the trouble to se­
lect, grow, bloom, and test. Ifyou just want
some fill your garden, great. This may
be a way to test a large number of plants.
If you live where it is cold, you can simply
bring in the plants that performed well and
let the others die a natural death.

Semperflorens and Tuberous Bego­
nias are grown by the millions. They are,
however, still selected and named when a
perfect color or specimen does show up.
The plants are vegetatively propagated
thereafter and a clonal name is main­
tained.

The key to making a good decision
is to develop what I like to call "The EYE."
Here is a short list of things one can do to
develop or improve the eye: I. Examine
your favorite plants, species as well as
hybrids. Ask yourself what it is about the
plant that appeals to you. What makes it
special? What makes it distinctive? 2.
Check your begonias especially those that
are more commonly grown. Why are the
older hybrids still being grown? Are they
sturdier? Are they disease resistant? 3.
Are the plants easy to propagate and main­
tain? Are they being grown in many dif­
ferent areas? Are they often listed as care­
free? 4. Even though they may not be the
most beautiful Begonias, do they have
characteristics that when combined make
them special or distinctive? 5. When com­
pared to others of the group do they stand
out in some way? Do they have features
that make them instantly recognizable? 6.
When you look at a group of your seed­
lings is there one that catches your eye
every time? I have often done crosses that
were new combinations, interesting and
beautiful. They were weak, or over the
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long run turned out to be difficult to grow.
I have done some amazing combinations
that gave me stunning plants that just
couldn't make the cut. Some examples. I
crossed B. versicolor with B. cinnabarina.
The offspring showed both parents with
gorgeous leaves and amazing orange flow­
ers. The plant required terrarium care and
after blooming it went donnant like a tu­
berous. It never again sprouted. I crossed
B. gehrtii with B. venosa. The leaves
were beautiful, but also so brittle. Just
brushing against them would damage the
leaves. Why give the world another heart­
breaker of a plant that would just leave
one with a handful of tattered chlorophyll?

If you manage to be strong and get
rid of the extra plants, plants that don't
make the cut or are too similar, but infe­
rior to your selection, you can move on to
testing. I use people in different parts of
the country. They grow and don't tell.
They test the plants under lights, in gar­
dens, in bubble bowls or on window sills.
I select people that can grow a good plant.
TIus means they don't have to baby a plant.

One thing that I like about Bego­
nias is ease of care. Your testers need to
be honest, know many plants and be will­
ing to toss out a plant. I mean really throw
it away if you decide not to pursue it for
any reason.

Don't let anyone talk you into nam­
ing or releasing a plant that you have de­
cided is inferior. If they make a good case
you might thillk it over, but always ask
the questions.

When you decide that you have a
worthwhile plant, take it or send it with
permission to someone who would like to
grow it and distribute it. The reward
comes when people grow the plants, love
the plants, and they are passed around as
something worth growing.

Every cross is not gold. Remember
that you are on a journey. Not every stop
is going to yield a nugget, but every stop
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will give you an experience. I have thrown
out thousands of plants and hundreds of
crosses. I have some crosses that still thrill
me. I am not after numbers of named
plants. I am after plants and hybrids that
make me happy and delight my eyes.

Iftwo plants from a cross look good,
but not extremely different one could name
both. Although some of the plants you
don't choose might be discarded, consider
if there are features about sister seedlings
that might contribute to future hybrids.
This give one an excuse to save a plant
you just couldn't throw out.

If you do decide to register the plant
that you have found distinctive, remem­
ber to Jist the female parent first, male
second. Make sure that your cross is a
cross and not a self-pollination. Recog­
nizing this can only come with experience.
I have heard of crosses tbat I have also
done that proved sterile and in fact are
sterile. They are listed as parents of cer­
tain hybrids. Probably the female was
accidently self-pollinated.

Giving a plant a good and distinc­
tive name is probably the difficult part for
me. I try on different names and see how
they fit. When in doubt, and I can't seem
to find a descriptive name, I will name it
after a place, person or object that appeals
to me.

Grow as many Begonias as you can.
If you pick a group, such as rhizomatous,

familiarize yourself with the range ofspe­
cies and hybrids that are grown today.

I also suggest that you have fun. If
you come up with something good and dif­
ferent, I will want it tool This may come
off as too serious, that is not my intent.
My intent is to encourage you to spend
your time on something planned that can
teach you about the plants. Learning about
your plants makes them even more inter­
esting to you. Growing is sharing! I love
the surprises and I enjoy the thrill that I
get when I look at beautiful Begonia. I
have gained an appreciation of good hy­
bridizing work and deepened my under­
standing of the species.

I decide what to cross based on what
I would like to see. I won't describe any
of my ideas to anyone. I don't talk about
what I want to do. I do what I want to do.
I fantasize then try to find ways to make
it happen. I fail more often than I suc­
ceed, but when I do release a plan!...! am
proud of it.

Go forth and, selectively, multi-
ply...

Patrick who hybridizes in Watsonville, CA
has every right to be prolld of sllch beallties
as the distinctive B. 'Looking Glass', B.
'Palll Hernandez', and his many other great
hybrids. This articleftrst appeared in the news­
letter of the Cascade Branch (OR) whom the
editor thanks for permission to reprint it here.

Hybridizing Goals
by Brad Thompson

--
Do I have a goal in mind when I

make a cross between two begonias? The
answer is yes. Is that goal always the
same? The answer is no. There are, how­
ever, two basic goals I have in mind in all
crosses I do. One is to create something
different and the second is to improve on
something already done.
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What hasn't been done? There are
many traits in begonias that are still wait­
ing to be developed or developed more,
such as a yellow color in a semperflorens,
a palmate leaf in a cane, a double flower
in a cane or a rhizomatous, an orange color
in a superba, etc. Those traits are drastic
changes and may take years to develop.
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Small-leaved rhi:omatous hybrids are much sought after and Patrick Worley sB. 'Small Change', above,
is one ojthem. Photo by Mmy Bucholt:. Bur rhi:omatolls leaves willt a double cllrl such as Brad
Thompson \. B. 'Euphrates', below, are equally populw: Photo by Iris Bird.
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Although I work towards creating such
drastically new types of begonias, usually
my goals are more subtle, such as more
silver spots, compact growth, or mildew
resistance. An example is my cross of B.
'Jumbo Jet' with B. drege! 'Glasgow'. B.
'Jumbo Jet' has many good qualities: ease
of culture, mildew resistance, very large
flowers, and nicely cut leaves. "Faults"
that it has are typical of many superba
canes: winter leaf drop, bare bottom
growth, sparser growth, and a tendency
to grow tall. My reasoning was that if I
crossed such a cane with B. drege! I could
solve the faults in both parents and create
a hybrid with the best of both. I chose a
cane that isn't mildew prone to overcome
the mildew prone problem of B. drege!.
The rests of that cross were exactly as ex­
pected (this doesn't always happen, of
course). The canes that resulted such as
B. 'Black Gold', were compact growing,
full growing, didn't drop leaves in win­
ter, but still retained the large flowers, ease
of culture and mildew resistance of B.
'Jumbo Jet'. A side note: I chose to use
B. drege! 'Glasgow' because it is the only
drege! variety that doesn't lose its silver
spotting on its leaves. As a general rule,
crosses to make improvements are much
more successful than crosses to create
something highly unusual.

My second goal of creating some­
thing drastically new and different is more
challenging. One obstacle to this goal is
the fact that even if the cross is success­
ful, I still have to be able to grow the re­
sulting begonias to maturity. Unusual
crosses are usually harder to grow than
more "nonnal" crosses. I can't tell you
how many times I have crossed a cane with
B. 'Charles Jaros' and not been able to
keep the results alive more than a season
or two. The seedlings were exactly what
I was trying for, canes with B. 'Charles
Jaros' type leaves, but difficult to grow
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outside a terrarium. The same goes for
that elusive yellow superba cane. There
are only a handful of yellow begonias to
work with and all are terrarium plants,
except for B. pearce!, which is tuberous.
B. pearce! is the most likely choice to use
since it is the easiest to grow and the best
yellow. Canes cross easily with B. pearce!
and the seed sprouts easily, but growing
the seedlings has eluded me so far. They
just refuse to grow, though I haven't given
up. My new attack is to first try for a yel­
low shrub and then use that to create the
yellow cane. I'll let you know; the seed
is planted. As you can see, creating some­
thing highly unusual isn't always easy or
it would have been done already, but don't
give up.

The goal in hybridizing should al­
ways be to create something better, either
easier to grow and maintain or something
so unusual everyone will have to grow it
no matter how difficult it is to grow.

Brad Thompson, former Begonian editor and
prolific hybridizer, grows in Lomita, CA. Any­
one who has seen his B. 'Little Miss Mummy'
or B. "Josephine' (see the March/April Be­
gonian) Imows that Brad does achieve both
his goals. The editor hears that many plants
of his hybrids will be available for us at the
1999 ABS Convention.

"Begonias Only"
Cuttings

List Available, $2

Write or call:

Mary Miller
7179 S.E. 80th Street
Trenton, FL 32693

1-352-472-0082
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More Worley and Thompson
Hybrids.

Brad Thompson is noted for
his cane hybrids as well as the
rhizomatous. Here, above,
we see B. 'Maria Holmes' (B.
'Hanna Serr' x 'Orange
Rubra' ) in a photo of her
plant af this hybrid by Iris
Bird laken in July aJ 1998/
It is, she says, the same every
yeQ/; full offlowers all year
long.

Patrick Worley has developed
some ve,y unsua', as well as
gorgeous hybrids such as B.
'Paul Hernandez' (8.
luxurians x B. gehrtii) to the
right. Photo is by Mary
Bucholtz.
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Cloudy Valley Nursery
935 W. Isabella 8t.
Lebanon, OR 97355
(541) 258-7517
goetzk@dnc.net

Visit our web page at
http://www.begonias.com
or send for our price list today.
Catalog $1. Mail order only.
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And excerpts/rom a heated exchange on hybridizing...

Too many hybrids...or are there?
There are way too many hybrids out

there. How many are going to be grown a
hundred years from now? Ten years? And
really, how many are "distinctive"? Our
downfall is that begonias are so easy to
cross and (relatively) cheap to grow. I
sometimes feel that the way "to make a
name for yourself' as a hybridizer is to
sow and raise every seed in a pod (bego­
nias are just too damn fertile) and release
them with a clever name. Saw the same
problems at a daylily show. Wouldn't it
be grand if we had the same rules as the
American Kennel Club? And that it took
twenty generations and fifty years to hy­
bridize a new breed (cultivar)? And we
had to pay a ten-grand stud fee before we
could cross begonias?

Hybridizers should be allowed to
cross all the begonias they want. Why
not? It is, as conventional wisdom goes,
still a free country. But sbould they be
"allowed" to be shown? Why should they?
Can't we set OUf own standards? For ex­
ample: No cultivars may be entered in a
national show (and hopefully even re­
gional or branch shows), classified, judged
or considered for an award that has not
been officially registered as a cultivar witb
the ASS Nomenclature Committee.

I will allow, from my position of
wisdom, power and authority here on
Mount Olympus, to allow such mutts and
mongrels to be displayed in a dusty,
poorly-ligbted comer of the banquet hall
next to the kitchen.

If the hybridizer thinks a cultivar is
worth releasing in the first place, he/she
should make the effort to see that it is prop­
erly evaluated by several geographically
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diverse growers, fill out the proper paper­
work, pay the fee, and do all the follow­
up needed. And I certainly don't mean
filling out fifty forms for fifty seedlings
from the same pod, sending out a hun­
dred dollar check and expecting the No­
menclature or Judging Committee to do
all the research and work.

Consider, tbose ofyou out there who
hybridize, tbat you will name and regis­
ter no more than five cultivars a year.
That's fifty cultivars in the next decade if
you're under eigbty years old. Do you
honestly tbink you can't build a reputa­
tion as a hybridizer on fifty truly distinc­
tive, tested and proven, and registered
cultivars?

These little Pearls of Wisdom are
not directed at anyone individual; they
are just my rantings. [suggest if you are
an "organic" grower, you can dissolve my
opinions in large amounts of water,
sprinkle them on your begonias, and stand
back and watch them grow!

~Doug Hahn, Ohio

[ have heard this complaint about
too many varieties of plants. Almost any­
tbing tbat is in cultivation is being heavily
hybridized, including orchids that are re­
ally a pain to grow from seeds. At first
thought, it does make sense to say we have
too many hybrids and perhaps sbould limit
tben. Then I realize the real answer is
"Why?" It does not cause any harm to
have lots of hybrids. There is no finite
number ofdifferent varieties we can raise.
We can have as many as we want. Oh
yes, we each have individual limitations
on our space; tbat is wbere individual
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choice comes in. It is not that having a
particular hybrid is pushing out some
other plant and causing it to die. The
excess of hybrids is not weakening the
gene pool or causing a loss of valuable
species. It may be cluttering up some of
our greenhouses, but that is curable.

Why not have as many hybrids as
we want and let the market sort them out?
Those plants that are weak, not attractive,
or otherwise unworthy will soon disap­
pear. I don't mean every bybrid sbould
be named and distributed. Any hybrid­
izer who consistently distributes inferior
hybrids will ultimately pay the penalty in
loss of reputation. Obviously, the hybrid­
izer should use some discretion, but it is
not a serious offense if a variety gets
named and grown for a few years and then
is deemed to be unworthy. The gene pool
will survive and so will the growers.
Maybe that inferior plant will, at some
point, be used as a parent and produce a
superior offspring.

As my mind wandered through this
discussion I realized that begonia hybrids
were a lot like books. There are millions
ofbooks written every year. Many of them
are not very good and will not be read by
very many people. A hundred years from
now most will not be in print and the
majority will be totally forgotten. Even

New Members:
Have you discovered the ABS Round
Robins? Join one of these and you'll
receive a packet of letters all about the
begonia topic of your choice on a
regular basis. You add your letter and
pass it on. A wonderful way to learn
and share. Just write, telling about your
begonia interests, to Virginia
Hamann, Round Robin Director, at
1169 Lincoln Ave., Chester IA 52134­
8508.

Volume 66 July/August 1999

though they will not stand the test of time,
none of us advocate limiting the writing
of books to just those that are good. The
obvious first question is "Who is to de­
cide whether a book (or begonia) is good?"
Ultimately it is the author and the public
who make that decision. In the case of
begonias, or any other plants, it is the
hybridizer and the growers who decide
what is worthy of growing and what
should be consigned to the compost heap.
So my vote is for variety and choice.

~KathyGoetz, Oregon

Doug really knows how to stir up a debate
while Kathy demonstrates that our members
have strong opinions on this topic. Perhaps
other readers would like to join in the debate
with a letter to the editor on the topic of
hybridizing?

The Easiest
to Use!

Look lor our
new 32 oz
concenlJatIld
liquid plant foods.
Just a1/4 cap
makes 2 gallonsl

_ CcIn1I*IY' Slit LouII, 1lO__
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Directory of
Begonia Societies

All informotion is the latest available to us
at the time ofpublication.

International Societies

Australia

Association of Australian Begonia
Societies Ross Bolwell, Chair, 226
Annangrove Rd., Annangrove, NSW 2154
Phone (02) 9679 1386

The Victorian Begonia Society, Inc.
Mrs. Margaret Wright, 74 Railway Place,
Macedon 3440, Ph: (03) 5426 1298

Victorian Begonia Society
Melbourne Study Group
Contact: Mr. Brook Tumer
Phone: (03) 9578 1698

The N.S.W. Begonia Society, Inc.
Mrs. Jean Whitten
15 Carlo Close Kincumber 2251
Ph: (02) 4369 2967

The Queensland Begonia Society, Inc.
Mr. Peter Henderson, 79 Chuter Street,
Stafford QLD 4053
Ph: (07) 3359 4319

South Australian Begonia Society Inc.
Mrs. Mymie Jennings, 4 Kinnaird Crescent,
Highbury, SA 5089
Ph: (08) 8264 6490

The Begonia Society of Western Australia
Mrs. Shirley Lancaster
PO Box 427, Cloverdale WA 6985
Ph: (08) 9361 4564

Belgium

Societe Beige du Begonia
Piron Gilles, Pres., Chemin de Lancre,
4 B-4970 Coo, Belgium
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Canada

British Columbia Fuchsia & Begonia
Society
Lorna Herchenson, Pres. 2402 Swinbum
Ave. North, Vancouver B.C. V7H 1 L2

Canadian Begonia Society
Eleanor Elston, 190 Julia Crescent, Orillia,
Ontario L3V 7W9 Canada, Ph: 416-255­
1544, E-mail: eelston@globalserve.net
Society Web Page at: hhtp://
www.geocities.com/rainforest/4369/

England and Wales

The National Begonia Society
Colin Nicklin, 33 Findem Lane, Willington,
Derbyshire, DE 65 6DW,
Ph: 01283 702681
Email Contact: Derek Telford,
Derek@dtelford.freeserve.co.uk

France

Assoc. Francoise de Amateurs de
Begonias
Mme. Agnes Cazaux, Presidente
Association Francaise des Amateurs de
Begonias, Domaine de Bontemps, 31470
Fonsorbes, France

New Zealand

Canterbury Begonia Circle.
Website: http://www.geocities.comJ

rainforest/canopy/877U

Japan

Japan Begonia Society
Mr. Naoyuki Uemura, 27-10 Higashiohizumi,
5-chome, Nerimaku, Tokyo 178-0063 , Japan

Scotland

Scottish Begonia Society
C/o-260 Bellfield R. Coalbum
Lanarkshire, Scotland M I IOONQ, ULK
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United States

Guests (Ire welcome at all meetings.
Contact the National Director listed below
Jar time alld place ojmeetings or other
information.

Regional Group

Southwest Region
Gene Salisbury, P.O. Box 452, Tonkawa,
OK 74653, Ph: 580-628-5230.

Branches

California

Alfred D. Robinson Branch: Margaret
Lee, National Director, 1852 31 st Street,
San Diego, CA 92102, Ph: 619-239-3196

Doug Frost Branch: Joyce Hesse, 636 S.
Gilbuck Dr., Anaheim, CA 92802-1322.,
Ph: 714-778-3546

Long Beach Parent Chapter: Margaret
Fisher, 7552 Danube Dr., Huntington
Beach, CA 92647, Ph: 714-847-1889

Monterey Bay Area Branch: Leslie
Hatfield, 3025 Kennedy Ct., Marina, CA
93933-3614, Ph: 831-384-6519

Orange County Branch: Mary Sakamoto,
6847 E. Sycamore Glen Dr., Orange, CA
92869, Ph: 714-633-6997

Palomar Branch: Eleanor Calkins, 910
Fern St., Escondido, CA 92027-1708, Ph:
760-746-4743

Palos Verdes: Jeanne Jones, 1415 Via
Margarita, Palos Verdes, CA 90274-2143,
Ph: 310-378-7527

Sacramento Branch: Morris Mueller, 163
Hartnell Street, Sacramento, CA 95825­
6609, Ph: 916-927-4921
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San Francisco Branch: Ernest Paul Riviere
Jr., 2475 33rd Avenue, San Francisco CA '
94116-2240 '

San Gabriel Branch: Elaine Baxter, 21234
E. Rimpath Dr., Covina, CA 91724-3378
Ph: 626-339-3445 '

San Miguel Branch: Eleanor Calkins, 910
Fern St., Escondido, CA 92027-1708
Ph: 760-746-4743 '

Santa Barhara Branch: Rudolf
Ziesenhenne, 1130 . Milpas St., Santa
Barbara, CA, 93103-2336
Ph: 805-966-6956 '

Santa Clara Valley: Jackie Davis, 170
Wingfoot Way, Aptos, CA 95003-5444,
Ph: 408-688-0357

South Bay Branch: Ramona Parker, 14965
Van Ness Ave., Gardena, CA 90249-3719,
Ph: 310-324-8803

Theodosia Burr Shepherd Branch:
Beverly Paulson, 397 Baker Ave., Ventura;
CA 93004-1558, Ph: 805-642-3198

Westchester Branch: Ramona Parker
14965 Van Ness Ave., Gardena, CA 90249­
8719, Ph: 310-324-8803

Whittier Branch: Joy Blair, 1006
Pomering Rd., Downey, CA, 90240-3711
Ph: 310-929-3975

Colorado

Rocky Mountain Branch: Andrew Conely,
4575 Elm Ct., Denver, CO 80211-1442, Ph:
303-455-7845

Florida

Florida West Coast Branch: Dale Sena
816 W. Braddock St., Tampa, FL 33603- '
5410, Ph. 813-221-0567
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Fort Lauderdale Branch: Sylvia Ben, 255
S. W. 87th Terrace, Plantation, FL 33324­
2602, Ph: 305-964-3828

Miami Branch: Karen Lawrence, 7025
SW nnd Ct. , Miami, FL 33143-2914, Ph.
305-666-6374.

Palm Beaches Branch: Virginia Jens, 922
Upland Rd., West Palm Beach, FL 33401­
7550, Ph: 407-835-3845

Georgia

Greater Atlanta Branch: Mary Elizabeth
Moultrie, 3710 Cochise Drive, Atlanta, GA
30339, Ph: 770-436-5932

Illinois

Greater Chicago Branch: Daniel
Haseltine, 6950 West Nelson Street,
Chicago, IL 60634-4613, Ph: 312-637-1535

Massachusetts

Bessie Buxton Branch: Wanda Macnair,
177 Hancock Street, Cambridge, MA 02139,
PH: 617-876-1356

New York

Knickerbocker Branch: Vanessa Young,
2975 Bainbridge Avenue, Bronx, NY 10458­
2101, Ph: 718-295-4956

Brooklyn-Queens-Nassau Branch: Sol
Schwartz, 143 Hewlett Neck Rd.,
Woodmere, NY 11598, Email:
SOL7@juno.com.

Ohio

Western Reserve Branch: Sara Jane
Pearman, 2120 Hampstead R., Cleveland
Heights, OH 44118, PH: 216-321-5528,
Email: pearrnan@cma-oh.org
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Oklahoma

Fred B. Barkley Branch: Diane Home,
360 I Oakhurst Drive, Midwest City, OK
73110, Ph: 405-732-1083.

Wheatheart Branch: Gene Salisbury, P. O.
Box 452, Tonkawa, OK 74653-0452, Ph:
580-628-5230

Oregon

Cascade Branch: Kathy Goetz, 935 W.
Isabella, Lebanon, OR 97355, Ph: 541-258­
7517, Email: goetzk@dnc.net

Texas

Alamo Branch: Melba Schultz, 603
Chauncey Dr., San Antonio, TX 78216­
3308, Ph: 210-341-3679

Astro Branch: Tom Keepin, 4513
Randwick Dr., Houston, TX 77092-8343,
Ph: 713-686-8539

Dallas Area Branch: Bob Caldwell,
1441 S. Marlborough St., Dallas, TX 75208­
7617, Ph: 214-948-9682

Mae Blanton Branch: Opal Reck, 106 E.
Weatherford Street, Weatherford, TX 76086,
Ph: 817-594-8312

Satellite Branch: Helen Spiers, 1423
Laskey Street, Houston, TX 77034, Ph:
713-946-4237

San Jacinto Branch: Estelle Sullivan,
P.O. Box 57, Santa Fe, TX 77510, Ph: 409­
925-3004

Virginia

Potomac Branch: Carrie Karegeannes,
3916 Lake Blvd., Annandale, VA 22003­
2319, Ph: 703-280-2114

The Begonian



Growing Organic,
or, with a little help from
our friends ...

Sometimes the words of songs in­
fect the brain, driving out weightier mat­
ters. Several play through for me now.
There's one that goes "ah, the lazy, hazy,
dazy days of summer. .." - or something
like that. But what's so lazy about bat­
tling weeds and insects in the heat of late
summer?

In the last issue we wrote about
mulch, that great time saver, back-saver,
plant saver that's attractive, too. It surely
does help with the weeding problem. As
for the insects, you can call on other re­
sources for help. Some of them fly. Some
hop. Some swim.

Yes, animals belong in your organic
garden. Not all animals, of course - an
elephant would undoubtedly be a disas­
ter, and goats aren't much better. I'm talk­
ing smaller beasts here, from the enchant­
ing little ladybugs and fierce praying man­
tis, or the aerial acrobats like purple mar­
tins and swallows, so well-known as pest
eaters, to more homely folk. Specifically,
let's talk toads and frogs.

Toads and frogs are amphibians.
Worldwide, they're dying off. Like bego­
nia species, they are "survival-chal-

lenged." But you don't have to encourage
these little animalsjust out ofyour benefi­
cence; they'll repay your interest by con­
suming pests ranging from mosquito larva
to white flies. Unlike beneficial insects
and birds, they swim and consume under­
water threats, too.

To attract and hold these amphibi­
ous friends you don't need fancy houses
or feeders; there's no grooming involved,
either. All it takes is water, and not very
much of it at that. Frogs need a pond,
true, but it needn't be elaborate or big, and
they'll share it happily with aquatic plants.
Toads are even more modest in their
needs: just supply them with a damp spot
and some sort of shelter; a low place in
your garden and a broken flower pot that
simulates a cave will do nicely. If you're
lucky, a toad will take up residence and
stay for years.

Put away the sprays - your garden
will be healthier for you as well as your
animal friends, and smell better as well.
Stop with the swatting! Enjoy the spring
peepers' song and the occasional croak,
see if you can catch the swift dart of your
insect-eating friends' long tongue. Enjoy
your garden-dwelling buddies. Maybe the
lazy days ofsummer can become just that.

~G The Association for plant &
flower people who grow inH A hobby greenhouses and windows!

Quarterly Magazine Growing & Maintenance Help & Advice
Dues: USA $19 (Canada and Mexico $21 -- Overseas $22, US. funds/MO)
Sample magazine $3.50, Directory of Greenhouse Manufacturers $2.50

Hobby Greenhouse Association (non-profit)
8 Glen Terrace, Bedford, MA 01730-2048

Volume 66 July/August 1999 143



Read about the Miami
Branch annual show on
page /54 of this issue,
but see two winners
here. Charles Jaros
won Best In Show and
Best Rex Cllitorum with
B. 'Whistle Stop '. Joyce
Pridgen won Best
Shrub-Like and
People s Choice Award
with B. 'Homosassa'
(B.ulmifolia X 'Winter
Jewel' by Michelson,
FL,1976). Photos by
Charles Jaros.
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Begonias plus 1500 tropicals
and rare houseplants
Color Catalog $3.00

LOGEE'S GREENHOUSES
Dept. B., 141 North Street

Danielson, CT 06239
888-330-8038 (toll free)

Begonia Cuttings and
Plants

Send $2.00 for 1999 list
Kay's Greenhouses

207 W. Southcross Blvd.
San Antonio, TX 78221-1155

LOS ANGELES INTERNATIONAL
FERN SOCIETY

INVITES YOU TO JOIN
GROW HARDY AND TROPICAL FERNS

MEMBERSHIP INCLUDES:
SUBSCRIPTION TO THE LAIFS JOURNAL

(6 ISSUES) WITH FERN LESSONS,
SPORE STORE,BOOK STORE,SUPPLY STORE,

LENDING LIBRARY, GENERAL MEETINGS
HAVE LARGE PLANT TABLES
DOWNEY STUDY GROUP

SOUTH COAST STUDY GROUP
PLEASE SEND YOUR CHECK OR MONEY

ORDER OF $20.00 OR $24.00 FOR FIRST
CLASS TO:

LOS ANGELES INT'L FERN SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 90943 PASADENA, CA

91109·0943

Join the National
Fuchsia Society

MEMBERSHIP $15 per year includes bi­

monthly FUCHSIA FAN. The new A to Z

on Fuchsias abridged version $6.95 plus

$1 shipping (CA residents add $.42 tax.)

Mail to: National Fuchsia Society,

11507 E. 187 St., Artesia CA 9070 I

LAURAY of SALISBURY
Begonias, Gesneriads, Orchids

Cacti & Succulents
432 Undermountain Road, Rt. 41

Salisbury, CT 06068-1102
Call ahead (860) 435-2263

1998-99 Catalog $2.00

GESNERIAD CORRESPONDENCE

CLUB
RON & LOIS KRUGER, EDITORS

207 WYCOFF WAY WEST, EAST BRUNSWICK NJ

08816 Membership $6.75 US; $8.75 Canada;
$14 Foreign; (all payable US funds to

Gesneriad Correspondence Club)
includes a bi-monthly newsletter; seed & tuber

funds, round robins; listing of pen pals
with various plant interests.

CELEBRATING 16 YEARS OF PLANT
FRIENDSHIPS

~_THE AMERICAN

~ IVY SOCIETYINC

AIS is the International Registration Authority for
Hedera, provides sources for new and unusual ivies:

publishes three ivy newsletters, Between the Vines,
and one IVY Journal a year with reports on research

hardiness testing, life-sized photos of ivies. Each member also reives an ivy plant.
Membership: General $20; Institutional $30; Commercial $50.

Information: American Ivy Society, P.O. Box 2123, Naples, FL 34106·2123

/ Pacific Horticulture '\
a quarterly journal about plants and gardens of the West

PUBLISHED BY THE NON-PROFIT PACIFIC HORTICULTURE FOUNDATION

MAKES A FINE GIFT FOR GARDENERS!

SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE $20/YEAR USA, $23/YEAR CANADA AND MEXICO, $25/YEAR OTHER COUNTRIES

SEND CHECK, VISA OR MASTER CARD TO:

PHF, Box 485, BERKELEY CA 94701-0485

,,"------------------------_--/
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Clayton M. Kelly Seed Fund Listing
The San Miguel Branch, San Diego County, CA

Eleanor L. Calkins, Seed Fund Administrator

The seedfund is a service to
members on/yo It is a privi­
lege ofyour membership.

D,SCLA,MER: The seeds distributed
by the Seed Fund are identi'ied as
received from the donors. The Seed
Fund cannot guaranteee that the
identification is correct. When you
find that seeds received from the
Seed Fund do not develop into the
plant expected, please notify the
Seed Fund so that a warning can be
published for others who may have
received seeds from the same batch.

, Each offering will be identified by
a code and that code should be used
whenever writing to the Seed Fund
about seeds. Thank you!

B. dicholOma, left, is fast growing, but
does not like cold weather. Below, B.
bufoderma has slightly ruffled leaves as
well as ruflled tepats on its femate blooms.
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Please send your order with payment to:

Species Seeds

AMERICAN BEGONIA SOCIETY
CLAYTON M. KELLY SEED FUND

Eleanor L. Calkins, Coordinator
910 Fern Street

Escondido, CA 92027

The CLAYTON M. KELLY SEED
FUND is a project of the San Miguel
Branch of the ABS in San Diego County,
California. Donors of seeds in this issue
are John Howell, Patrick Rose, Freda
Holley, and one anonymous donor.

B. bufoderma (lmtd.

supply -$2.00)
B. carrieae
B. cubens;s (Syn.

B. cubincola)
B. d;chotoma
B. fimbriata ($2.00)
B. ser;coneura (syn.

hypolipara)
B. Iyman-sm;th;;
B. petasitijo/ia (Imtd.
supply - $2.00)

JA99-2:
JA99-3:

JA99-4:
JA99-5:
JA99-6:

JA99-7:
JA99-8:

J/A99-1:

All orders must be accompanied by check or
money order payable in US funds ONLY
to the Clayton M. Kelly Seed Fund.

The Seed Fund would appreciate receiving
donations of any fresh seed. Members have
requested the following seed: B. acetosa,
amp/a, brevicaulis, cathayallu, circumlabala,
Qllgularis 'Camp/a', J decaro, dial/emu,
floccifera, hemsleyalla, hydrocotylifolia,
leathermalliae (syll. platallifolia var.
aecli til ilia tiss 111 0), Ieprosa J IiII dIeya II a,
listada, mall;;, flepalellsis, olsolliae,
paranaensis, philodelldroides, plataniJolia,
polygonoides, pseudolubbersii, roezlii,
shar/fii, sharpeallu, soli-mllfata, stigmosa,
slrigillosa (syll. daedalea), subnummulariJolia,
faCQIIUIlU, tayabellses, thomsonii, and wollnyi.
There are also requests for seeds from the hy­
brids: B. 'Erythrophylla, 'Madame Queen',
'Oliver Twist', 'Scrooge', and 'Bunchii'. The
need for new seeds to distribute is becom­
ing acute. Please help us by selting species
and collect seeds to be contributed (or ex­
changed) to enlarge and enhance your Society
Seed Bank. Please be careful to identify open
pollinated seeds and keep them separated from
known self-pollinated seed. Thank you!

Packets of species seeds are $1.50 each and
all packets of hybrid seeds are 50 cents each,
except rare seed are $2.00 per packet. Cali­
fornia residents please add 7.75% sales tax.

Costs of mailing: DESCRIPTIONS

US only: 1-12 packets $1; 13-24, $1.35; 25­
36, $1.71; 37-48 (2 cans), $2.30; 49-60,
$2.66.

Canada only: 1-12 packets, $1.10; 13-24,
$1.46; 25-36, $1.82; 37-48 (2 cans), $2.35;
49-60, $2.71.

Mexico only: 1-12 packets, $1.15; 13-24,
$1.51; 25-36, $1.87; 37-48 (2 cans), $2.50;
49-60, $2.81.

All other international mail: 1-12 packets,
$1.85; 13-24, $2.68; 25-36, $3.68; 37-48,
$4.68; 49-60, $5.68

JA99-1: B. bufoderma (Smith &
Wasshausen). A beautiful shrub-like spe­
cies with medium to large leafbJades and
interesting white flowers. Rare in cultivation.

JA99-2: B. carrieae (Ziesn.) Mexico.
Branching rhizomes, large, lime green,
rugose, lobed leaves, white blossoms in
late winter to early spring.

JA99-3: B. cubells;s (Hasskarl) (Syn. B.
cubinicola) W. I., Cuba. Shrub-like,
dainty small rippled green leaves, white
to pink blossoms in spring and summer.
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JA99-4: B. dichotomll (Jacquin) Colum­
bia. Venezuela. Thick-stemmed to 3 foot
or taller, orbicular to ovate green leaves
to 12 in. long, shallowly lobed; small
white flowers in winter.

JA99-5: B. jimbrilltll (Liebmann)
Mexico. Rhizomatous; leaves lobliquely
ovate, toothed, ciliate, reddish-hairy; red
blossoms, ovary pilose. This description
from the literature may not describe the
plants from these seeds! Another possi­
bility is a variety of B. micramhera, a tu­
berous species.

JA99-6: By sericonellrll (Sandwith)
(Syn. B. hypolipara) Honduras. Rhi­
zomatous, trunk-like non-ramified;
basifixed cordate green leaves with promi­
nent veins and reddish hairs; profuse white
flowers in spring.

JA99-7: B. lyman-smithii (Burt-Utley)
Mexico. Creeping rhizomes; leaves are
oblique, asymetric, cordate base, rounded
tip, lower surface deep red, upper surface
dark green with reddish margin; pink
flowers in spring. See photo Segal/ian
65, January/February 1998, cover, pg. I.

JA99-8: B. petllsitijolia (Brade) Brazil.
Rhizomatous; round green leaves with
long petioles; white blossoms. See photo
Segal/ian: 61, July/August 1994; pg. 133.

'Begonias - (jesneriarfs
!/{,are !Tfowering P{ants & '!lines

KARTUl GREENHOUSES
1408 Sunset Drive, Dept. B
Vista, CA 92083-6531
760-941-3613
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AVAILABLE NOW!

From Australia:

The Catalogue of Registered
Cultivars by Ivy McFarlane and

Debbie Weber, 28 including postage.

The Begonian Index by Pat Will­

iams. $12 including postage.

Growing Begonias by Peter Sharp

(see review next page). $25. includ­
ing postage.

From the Millie Thompson
Publication Fund (Cost of pub­
lications goes to fund.) :

Tuberous Begonias and How to
Grow Them by Howard Siebold.

$5. plus $1.75 postage.

Raising Cane by Freda Holley. $5.
plus $1.75 postage.

And Back Issues of the Bego­
nian: $5/year or $I/issue. Remem­
ber, Branches may request back issues
as handouts for special occasions at the
cost of postage.

Order from:

Ann Salisbury
P.O. Box 452
Tonkawa, OK 74653
Ph: 580-628-5230
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Book Review
Tamsin Boardman reviews:

Growing Begonias
by Peter G. Sharp

72 pages, softcover, 92 color
plates. Kangaroo Press,
Australia, 1998

Growing Begonias is the latest be­
gonia book published in Australia and fea­
tures helpful information in an attractive
and easy to use fonnat.

Peter Sharp is the longtime news­
letter editor for the New South Wales Be­
gonia Society. He has written for Bego­
nia Australis (journal of AABS, Associa­
tion of Australia Begonia Societies) and
contributed several articles to the Bego­
nian. His work is intelligent, literate, en­
tertaining, so it comes as no surprise that
his book is well-written, well-edited.

Still, there are some surprises in
store. The style is crisp, businesslike in
tone, with none of the philosophy and
humor we've come to associate with
Peter's work; this is not a complaint.
Clear, concise writing is ease to under­
stand and all too rare. Perhaps the seri­
ous tone is an indication of his extreme
dedication to the topic, or a clue that grow­
ing begonias is serious work. Certainly
the project was a serious one for the au­
thor, written to fulfill a need. It's almost
entirely a one-man job: Peter took the pho­
tos (and grew many of the plants therein),
did the line drawings, compiled the in­
dex, steered it through the publishing pro­
cess -- all within the last year, when he
was also volunteering (with the begonias,
of course) at the Royal Botanic Gardens,
Sydney and serving as chair for the 1998
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convention of the AABS. Let's hope he is
resting a bit now.

Content is covered by the title. The
emphasis here is on growing begonias.
After Part I, a brief overview of the his­
tory of the family and its different types,
Peter gets right down to the basics in Part
II: where to grow begonias, in what kind
of media, fertilizers, and maintenance
(watering, pests, diseases, pots). Then it
is on to culture of the different groups in
Part III. Each chapter in this part ends
with a list of recommended plants; most
of the names will be familiar to ABS mem­
bers, but some are Australian hybrids.
One helpful chapter concerns growing the
elatior/rieger types, a begonia group
readily available from florists almost year­
round, but often ignored in begonia lit­
erature.

Part IV is entitled "Other Ways with
Begonias" and mentions--veIY briefly!-­
terrariums, miniatures, companion
plantings, and hybridizing before getting
into propagation in Part V. Part VI is a
short bit on handy hints and problem solv­
ing, all based on personal experience.
Here's an interesting one: "Don't repot
in late autumn or winter. As growth vir­
tually ceases in the cold months, the plant
does not have a chance of settling into its
new pot; also, being slightly pot-bound
during winter reduces the risk of over­
watering."

The color plates appear in two sec­
tions of 8 pages each. Most are good
clear shots of individual begonias on the
recommended lists, labeled, and will be
of help in identification; some give a tan­
talizing glimpse of Australian hybrids.
There are also lovely shots of begonias
outdoors at the Royal Botanic Gardens in
Australia; and shots from Vienna and
Holland as well as one of the author's
courtyard. Four of the photos illustrate
leaf propagation.
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Begonia Bytes
by Kathy Goetz,
Internet Editor

I hope many of you have checked
out the new web page at:

http://www.begonias.org

We are getting a lot of traffic and
the feedback has been very helpful. We
have also gotten a number of new mem­
bers who found us through the web page.
This is a great way to reach out to people
worldwide, introduce them to growing be­
gonias, and encourage them to join the
ABS.

Our latest addition is a listing of the
current seeds that are available from the
seed fund. Buying seeds from the seed
fund is, of course, a members only privi­
lege and that is clearly stated on the page.

Building a Stronger
American Begonia

Society
by Andy Conely,

ABS Public Relations Director

As your Public Relations Director I
wish to thank everyone that responded to
my cry for "Help" in the May/June issue
of the Begonian. Now let us attack an­
other problem at the local level.

Thirty years ago ABS was a stron­
ger society, with perhaps a membership
of 6,000. Today we have 1200 members.

The ABS is not the only society
where membership is down. Most plant
societies are losing ground. There are two
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Hopefully, nonmembers who want to buy
seeds will see the advantage ofjoining the
ABS. This is the only way they can have
acccess to the begonia seeds that are of­
fered. We would like to add pictures of
plants grown from seed fund seeds as well
as some articles about growing begonias
from seed. If you have pictures of plants
that you have grown from seed fund seeds,
please send them to me so I can scan them
and post them on the web page. I will
return your pictures as soon as they are
scanned. Send them to Kathy Goetz, 935
W. Isabell St., Lebanon, Oregon 97355.
If you have a scanner, we can probably
work out some way to transfer the pic­
tures electronically.

We also need to increae our infor­
mation about the branches. Ifyour branch
has a web page, let us know so we can
link to it. Also, send us any branchnews
or interesting articles from your branch
newsletter. It is a great way to get some
publicity for your branch at no cost.

prominent exceptions: The Herb Society;
The Cactus and Succulent Society. Why
are these two societies an exception to the
rule? One reason: Every nursery and
home center has a great selection of herbs,
at least seasonally. the same goes for cac­
tus and succulents.

There are many reasons why ABS,
and other societies, have been losing mem­
bers over the last three decades. Two rea­
sons that are obvious to this begonia "nut"
are the lack of available plants for the
public to buy and the demise of the old
fashioned nurserymen.

One way to gain members is by
making our named species and hybrids
available to the retail nursery trade. How
would the action gain members? The av­
erage "infornled" gardener and nursery
worker knows very little about the genus
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Begonia. They don't even recognize many
ofour plants as begonias! Once they know
about our plants, the ABS is the natural
source of more information. The Bego­
nian is a great saleman.

Let's give our society greater
exosure with the modem nursery. Extra
copies of the Begonian could be mailed at
very low cost to ABS (it currently costs
about 16 cents to mail one copy using our
bulk rate permit). We need to create the
desire in others that we have within
ouselves to know and grow begonias.

Please send the names, addresses
and phone numbers (contact names would

Editor's Notes

Well, dear readers, your nomad edi­
tor has landed once again. Her new ad­
dress will be found on page 158 of this
issue. Don't you love the name of our
street, Gardenbrook? Do you really be­
lieve as my husband does that it influenced
the choice of the house? And it has aza­
leas, camellias, gardenias, and lots of
shade for begonias which is fortunate be­
cause the heat is already high. After the
cool of the Ozarks, I will be leaming all
over again how to grow begonias and
which ones like this climate (about 150
miles north of Houston and with similar
temperatures and humidity).

r hope you enjoy the articles about
hybridizing in this issue as well as I did.
I had the opportunity to once again visit
my store of photos; it is so great to have
photos of the plants discussed. Remem­
ber if I haven't yet used a photo you've
sent, r continue to go through all of them
for each issue. I especially need vertical
photos that I can use for the front cover.
It is usually impossible to properly frame
a horizontal photo for that purpose and
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be great) of your favorite nurseries and
garden centers. Please mail or e-mail your
list to:

Andrew Conely
4575 Elm Court
Denver, CO 80211-1442

Or E-mail me at:
sierra_vista_gardens@juno.com

If you or your branch would like
to contribute towards the expense ofmail­
ing and printing, please do. Mail your con­
tribution to Membership Chairman, John
Ingles, Jr. with a note to use the funds for
"public relations."

unfortunately most begonias seem to lend
themselves best to horizontal photos, but
next time you see or have a great plant try
to get both a vertical and horizontal shot.
When you have it, please do share. My
special thanks to all the writers and pho­
tographers who made this issue a plea­
sure to do.

And on the subject of writing, I
could use more articles slanted toward the
beginner. We add new members each
month and they are eager to read about
the basics. Although we rely on the
branches and the Members at Large news­
letters to supply much of the information
that beginners need, there is still a place
for this in the Begonian. If any of you
could write a short monthly column for
the beginner, I'd love to have it, or even
just an article about some basic technique
you've leamed or problem you've solved.
There is also a continuing request for in­
fomlation on tuberous begonia growing.
I can always use articles about your fa­
vorite begonia complete with growing in­
formation. Remember, an editor can only
present the articles she receives and they
are not always in abundant supply! Write
one today' -Freda Holley
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Conservation News
by Tamsin Boardman,

Conservation Chair

At the Southwest Region Get-To­
gether this year, members donated $216
to the ABS Conservation Department.
Then John Howell (who had entered 62
plants in the show, garnering several di­
vision trophies and winning both "Show­
ing is Sharing" and Sweepstakes) contin­
ued his tradition of donating some of his
show entries for a si lent auction, with pro­
ceeds to benefit the Conservation Depart­
ment. This year John's plants brought in
$365. Thank you SWR and John!

Up in Massachusetts, Wanda
Macnair is in demand as a speaker. Her
speaker fees find their way into the ABS
treasury, earmarked for conservation.
Thank you, Wanda!

What do we do with your donations?
The occasional "big ticket" item is a col­
lecting trip. Gone are the days when plant
explorers took offfor several years (some­
times decades) and accompanied other
explorers (soldiers bent on conquest, ex­
peditions searching for gold, surveyors
mapping conquered lands) living off the
land while drawing, describing, and try­
mg to keep collected specimens alive for
the months-longjoumey back to a Europe
crazy for new introductions. Today col­
lectors travel by air (whether it's more
comfortable is now debatable) and ali-ter­
rain vehicles, tramping the forests only
towards the end of their journey. They
carry all sorts of high-tech cameras, com­
puters, and other equipment as well as
drawing materials and plant presses.
They're still likely to be gone for months.
It's expensive.

You might think there are no unex­
plored areas left; and that all the bego­
nias have already been found. ot so. New
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species are described every few years ­
even with all our modern aids, the pro­
cess of describing and naming a new find
is long and involved.

So the big, dramatic thing we do
with your donations is help to sponsor
plant exploration. [ want to mention here
that the Association of Australian Bego­
nia Societies is also heavily involved in
this, and contributed generously to our last
project, Scott Hoover's Malaysia trip.

On a lesser scale, but continuing
basis we have other projects. The Spe­
cies Listing Project, headed by John
Howell, let's us know which begonia spe­
cies are currently in cultivation, whjch are
rare, which are common, so that we can
direct our efforts to keep them alive, at
least in cultivation. The Adopt-A-Spe­
cies program has members who pledge to
nurture, study, and distribute one or more
begonia species. There's a hand-out on
recycling tips, and we've introduced a "re­
cycled container" division in begonia
shows - its designed to be fun, but also
encourage creative use of discarded ma­
terials. These don't take as much money
as the collecting trips, but they aren't ex­
pense-free ei ther.

The Conservation Department
doesn't receive a set sum monthly from
ABS. It operates entirely on donations.
Again, thank you, John, Wanda, and so
many more of you who help preserve be­
gonia species. We can't save all the be­
gonia habitat that's being bulldozed and
burned worldwide; but we can help keep
begonia species alive in cultivation.
There's always the hope that someday
these jewels of the rainforest can be re­
turned and reintroduced in their home­
lands.
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BEGONIA KALEIDOSCOPES
ABS CONVENTION 1999

September 1-5, 1999

-Jallet Brow", Convention Chairman,
KatslIko Nakagawa, Co-Chairmafl,
Irene Nuss, Honorary Chairman, and
The /999 ABS COflvelltiOfl Committee.

Some lud.y person will take home this beall/fiul
Kaleidoscopic TerrariuIII designed and made by Marty
Korohkin.

We hope you have received your Convention Packets and have alrady signed up
for the tours, banquets and luncheons and your hotel accommodations. If you haven't
received your Packet please call Janet Brown at 310-670-4471 or Email
JBBROWN3@aol.com as we want everyone to be with us in September to enjoy a
wonderful celebration of begonias.

If you have never been to an ABS Convention now is the time to make your
debut. You may feel shy or hesitant as 1 did when I was a new member. My first out
of town adventure was to Oklahoma city in 1997. The friendliness and warmth and
love of begonias was overwhelming and I was hooked. I have never missed one since
and each year have met more new friends and learned more about begonias. We will
make you feel very welcome and surround you with beautiful begonias to look at, both
in the Show and at various gardens around the Southland, and to take home with you
at the truly magnificent sale. We'll try to make it easy for you to get those plants home
with packing instructions and solutions.

The Plant Sale is going to be incredible. Elves all over Southern California and
elsewhere are at work propagating just what you will be looking for, knowing as ifby

magIc your desires. Rudy
Ziesenhenne wi II have species you
can't find anywhere else. Mike
Kartuz will have rhizomatous and
Rex begonias that are unique and
many other exotic plants as well.
Evelyn Weidner has gorgeous new in­
troductions from Europe. The final
plant buying coup will be at Elda
Regimbal's Garden on Sunday. But
your Garden ofBegonia Delights will
be at the Plant Sale, Embassy Suites­
LAX South. Be sure to be first in line
on opening night. We'll take care of
everything else.

See you in September. You'll
Love L.A. and L. A. will love you.
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News: ABS, Branch, and International

The Southwest Region Get-Together In

Ft. Worth was well attended and enjoyed
by all. Here is a report by Barbara Nunes
excerpted from the Potomac Branch
Newsletter: "Just returned from the
Southwest Roundup in Fort Worth, Texas.
What a city! We stayed just outside the
downtown area which was rebuilt in re­
cent years by the Bass brothers. The Fort
Worth Botanical Gardens with its won­
derful begonia collection is close to the
Cultural Center of the City and a lovely
facility. The show and sale were held there
along with seminars and meetings...We
arrived in time to check in and go on the
garden tour of the Botanical Gardens
Thursday afternoon. It is a large and beau­
tiful place--Iarge grounds with grass ar­
eas--with a separate Japanese Garden and
restaurant. Also it is a favorite place for
weddings. The hotel provided a buffet
breakfast so we started our mornings there.
The morning was the judging and...after
lunch there were workshops--one on mak­
ing terrariums by Chuck McGough; the
other on wall pockets using old screens
rolled up and stuffed with unmilled
sphagum moss with plant plugs inserved
given by Tom Keepin. The plant sale
opened Friday night and we found B.
carolineifolia and a few other plants to
take back with us. Saturday morning we
attended seminars..." The Best of Show
and Best Rex Cultorum awards went to
Virginia Kettler of Houston for her very
lovely B. 'Benitochiba'. John Howell
took the Showing is Sharing Award and
Sweepstakes with 16 blue ribbons as well
as division awards for Best Shrub-like (B.
'Madeline Madsen'), Best Rhomatous,
Distinctive Foliage (B. 'Cathedral'), and
Best SW Region Hybrid (B. 'Peach
Melba'). Other division awards went to
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George Macias, Lisa Holmes, Don Miller,
Leora Fuentes, Elaine Gordon, Bobbie
McFadden, Charles MGough,John
Langevin, and Lucille Dyess. Cultural
Awards went to John Howell, Virginia
Kettler, Don Miller, George Macias,
John Langevin, and Lucille Dyess. Un­
fortunately, photos were not available by
the closing date for this issue.

The Miami Branch (FL) held its annual
show "Begonia Stars", May I and 2, 1999
at Fairchild Tropical Garden. 107 beauti­
ful entries greeted visitors as they entered
the show. Branch Member Joyce Pridgen
was the grand prize winner, entering 31
exhibits and winning 26 blue ribbons.
Joyce also won 20 division awards with
her fantastic plants. Best in Show and Best
Rex Cultorum was won by Charles Jaros
with B. 'Whistle Stop'. Other division
winners included Alma Crawford,
Charles Sibley, Armando Nodal and
Dale Sena. 19 cultural certificates were
awarded at the show. The People's Choice
Award went to B. 'Homosassa' which also
won Best Shrub-like and was exhibited by
Joyce Pridgen.

The Doug Frost Branch (CA) will be par­
ticipating in the ABS 1999 Convention in
September, but they will follow that with
a potluck dinner meeting at Ed Vogel's
home on September 15th giving them a
good chance to discuss their convention
experiences.

Whittier Branch (CA) had a tour of the
Monrovia Nursery in May to learn about
the new landscaping plants this wholesaler
is making available at retail nurseries this
year.
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WATERQUIC~M Multi-Task Capability

NEWLY PATENTED
CONTAINER NOZZLE

- FAST
-NO SPLASH

-NO BLAST

- WATERS ANY PLANT
IN SECONDS--AS FAST
AS YOUR SOURCE CAN
DELIVER

- KEEP FOLIAGE
MOISTURE FREE IF

YOU WISH

NEVER AGAIN
-NO MORE DiRT BLOWN OUT OF POTS
-NO MORE WET PORCHES
-NO CONTAINER OVERFLOW
-NO WET CLOTHES, NO WET MESS

WE GUARANTEE IT!

II PLUS II

---=
POWERFUL ADJUSTABLE SPRAY
AND ONE-HAND 'EASY SQUEEZE'

CONTROL

FAST, NO BLAST, CLOGPROOF MIRACLE NOZZLE PLUS
WAND, SPRAY AND "EASY SQUEEZE" CONTROL

$1995 PLUS $3 75 SHIPIHANDLING

1-800-365-8585

Volume 66 July/August 1999 155



Pronunciation of Begonia
Ephithets for the Begonian,
66: July/August, 1999

by Jack Golding

acetosa ay-se-TOH-suh
ampla AMP-\uh
angularis ang-yew-LAY-ris

'Compta' hort. KOMP-tuh
brevicaulis brev-i-KAW-lis
bufoderma byew-FOH-der-muh
carrieae kar-REE-ee
cathayana kath-ay-AY-nuh
cavallyensis ka-val-li-EN-sis
chlorosticta klo-ro-STlK-tuh
cinnabarina sin-na-bar-EYE-nuh
circumlobata sir-kum-lo-BAY-tuh
cubensis kyew-BEN-sis

syn. cubincala kew-bin-KOH-luh
diadema deye-a-DEE-muh
dichotoma deye-KOHT-o-muh
dichroa DEYE-kroh-uh
dregei DREG-e-eye
fimbriata fim-bri-AY-tuh
floccifera flok-si-FEE-ruh
gehrtii GEHRT-i-eye
hemsleyana hem-slee-AY-nuh
leathermaniae leth-er-MAN-i-ee
syn. platani/alia plat-an-i-FOH-li-uh
var. acumina- uh-kyew-min-a-tis-
tissima SEYE-muh

leprosa lep-ROH-suh
Iindleyana lind-ley-AY-nuh
Iistada lis-TAH-duh
luxurians lux-YEWR-i-ans
Iyman-smithii Iyman-SMITH-i-eye
mannii MANN-i-eye
masoniana MAY-son-i-ay-nuh
nepalensis ne-pal-EN-sis
olsoniae ohl-SOHN-i-ee
paranaensis pa-ra-na-EN-sis
pearcei PEARCE-eye
petasitifolia pet-uh-si-ti-FOH-Ii-uh
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philodendroides fiJ-oh-den-dro-EYE-dee
platanifolia plat-an-i-FOH-li-uh
polygonoides pol-i-gon-o-EYE-deez
pseudolubbersii syew-doh-LEWY-ber-

sl-eye
ravenii RAY-ven-i-eye
reneformis ren-i-FORM-s
roezlii REEZ-li-eye
scharffii SCHARFF-i-eye
sericoneura ser-i-kon-OO-ruh

syn. hypalipara heye-pol-i-PAY-ruh
sharpeana shar-pe-AY-nuh
soli-mutata sol-i-myew-TAY-tuh
stigmosa stig-MOH-suh
strigillosa stri-gil-LOH-suh

syn. daedalea dee-DAY-Ie-uh
subnummular- sub-num-mul-ar-i-FOH·

ifolia li-uh
tacanana ta-kan-AY-nuh
tayabensis tay-a-BEN-sis
thsomsonii thom-SOHN-i-aye
ulmifolia ulm-i-FOH-li-uh
venosa ven-OH-sub
versicolor ver-si-KOH-lor
wollnyi WOHLL-ni-eye

Quick Tips for Terrariums

When putting a relatively small begonia il
a large terrarium, try putting your plantin
medium in the center third of the terrariUl
instead of filling the entire area with mi:
This helps keep from having too much 1l10i:
ture in the terrarium. Then as the pIal
grows and its roots spread out, add mOl
platning mix to the terrarium.

Check your terrariums moisture level ever
month or two by putting your finger or
moisture meter deep into the soil to mak
certain it's not just the surface soil that's moist.

Maria Holmes,
Harbor City, CA
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Vented Greenhouse Heaters.

Southern Burner Co.

~
~~

Specialists
in the heating
ncedsorthc

hobby grower
since 1923.

B & K Tropicals
Begonia and Hoya Cuttings

Catalog $1.00

5300 48th Terrace North
St. Petersburg, FL 33709

727-522-8691
E-mail: BKtrop@att.net

Weiss' Gesneriads
Model A-I 25,000 BTU

Vented Orchid House Heater

Dependable vented orchid house heaters.

Economical heat on natural
or LP gas.

"No Electricity Required. "
Millivolt controls available with "Setback"

thermostat for day & night temperatures.
For literature and prices, give us a call or drop liS a linc.

Southern Burner Co.
p.o. Box 885'Chickasha, OK 73023

(BOO) 375-5001 '(405) 224-5000

Plants Grown for Distinctive Foliage

Episcias Sinningias
Begonias Chiritas

Plants - Cuttings
Free Catalogue

(216) 321-6785

2293 S. Taylor Road
Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118

We specialize in Rhizomatous, Cane, Rex, and minia­
ture Begonias. We also carry Orchids, Rare Plants,
Peperomias, Episcias, Hoyas, Ferns & more. Send a
long self-addressed double stamped envelope for our
price list.

We invite you to visit our beautiful tropical garden nursery.

Palm Hammock Orchid Estate, Inc.
Dept. B * 9995 S.W. 66th St. * Miami, FL. 33173 * (305) 274-9813

Hours - Mon-Fri 9-5 * Saturday 9-4

Your begonias will feel right at home growing with gesneriads!

American Gloxinia and Gesneriad Society
Annual dues: Individual.. ..$20. AGGS Membership Secretariat
Quarterly Journal, extensive seed MJ & DB Tyler
fund, judging schools, annual convention P.O. Box 1598

http://www.forthrt.comJ-aggs/ Port Angeles, WA 98362-0194 USA
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COMING EVENTS

September 1-5,1999: Begonia Kaleidoscopes, ABS Convention, hosted by
Westchester Branch, Los Angeles, CA. Come on August 31 to be there for the first
tour on Wednesday morning, September 1. The show will close at 4 PM on
September 5. Hotel is Embassy Suites, Los Angeles Airport - South, 1440 East
Imperial Avenue, EI Segundo, CA 90145, Ph: 310-640-3600. Free Shuttle. See
page 153 this issue for the latest infonnation.

August 21-22,1999: San Francisco Branch (CA) Show and Sale. Contact Carl
Laipp1e at 650-873-4890 for more infonnation.

October 2-3, 1999: Palomar Branch (CA) Show of Begonias at Casa del Prado in
Balboa Park. Contact Eleanor Calkins at 760-746-4743 for more infonnation.

March 25-26,2000: Begonia Convention 2000 will be held at the Haven Motel,
Glenelg, Adelaide, Australia. The South Australian Begonia Society invites all to
attend. For information write to the Convention Secretary, Mrs. Myrnie Jennings,
4 Kimlaird Crescent, Highbury, South Australia, 5089.

Closing date for the September/October Begonian is
July 20!

The Begonian
Editor: Freda M. Holley, 1716
Gardenbrook Dr., Nacogdoches, TX 75961­
2107, Ph: 409-462-8898, E-mail:
tholley@dotcom.net

Consulting Editors: Tamsin Boardman
and Jan Brown.

Nomenclature Editor: Jack Golding,
33 Ingram Drive, Cranbury, NJ 08512- 4641,
E-mail: JGBEGNOM@aol.com

Quick Tips: Maria Holmes, #144, 760
W. Lomita BI., Harbor City, CA
90710-2517. E-mail:
mariaholmes@worldnet.att.net
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Advertising Staff:

Display Ads: Ann Salisbury, P.O. Box
452, Tonkawa, OK 74653, Ph: 580- 628­
5230

Plant Society Ads: Wanda Macnair,
177 Hancock St., Cambridge, MA, 02139

Send inquiries about address changes,
missing copies, dues, subscription and
circulation to John Ingles, Jr., 157
Monument, Rio Dell, CA 95562-1617,
Ph: (707) 764-5407;
Email: ingles@humboldtl.com
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ABS Elected Officers
President... Bruce C. Boardman,
P.O. Box 69, Bluff Dale, TX 76433; Ph:
254-728-3485
Past President Ann Salisbury,
P.O. Box 452, Tonkawa, OK 74653; Ph:
580-628-5230
1st Vice-President... ..Gene Salisbury,
P.O. Box 452, Tonkawa, OK 74653; Ph:
580-628-5230
2nd Vice-President. Don Miller,
1010 Mt. Auburn, Dallas, TX 75223;
Ph: 214-823-1070
3rd Vice-President....Mary Bucholtz,
1560 Lancaster Terrace #1008, Jacksonville,
FL 32204; Ph: 904-353-9 J II
Secretary Richard Macnair,
\77 Hancock Street, Cambridge, MA
02139; Ph: 617-876-1356
Treasurer Carol Notaras,
2567 Green St., San Francisco, CA 94123;
Ph: 4\5-931-4912, E-mail:
cnotaras@juno.com

Appointed Chairmen and Directors

Audit.. Paul Tsamtsis,
1630 F St., Sacramento, CA 95814
Awards.. . Michael Ludwig,
6040 Upland St., San Diego, CA 92114-1933
Back Issues Ann Salisbury,
P.O. Box 452, Tonkawa, OK 74653; Ph:
580-628-5230
Ballot Counting Ingeborg Foo,
1050 Melrose Way, Vista, CA 92083; Ph:
760-724-4871
Book Store Betty Benningfield,
P.O. Box 969, Anahuac, TX 77514; Ph:
409-267-4246. Email: bgb@ih2000.net
Branch Relations .....Mary Bucholtz,
1560 Lancaster Terrace #1008
Jacksonville, FL 32204; Ph: 904-353-9111
Business Manager.... .John Ingles, Jr.,
157 Monument, Rio Dell, CA 95562-16\7;
Ph: 707-764-5407; Email:
ingles@humboldtl.com
Conservation .....Tamsin Boardman,
P.O. Box 69, Bluff Dale, TX 76433; Ph:
254-728-3485
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Convention Advisor Mary Elizabeth
Moultrie, 3710 Cochise Dr., Atlanta, GA

30339
Convention Chairman ... .Janet Brown,
7825 Kentwood, Los Angeles, CA 90045;
Ph: 310-670-4471
Entries/Ciassification.... Leora Fuentes,
2200 Glen Forest Ln., Plano, TX 75023; Ph:
972-964-6417
[nternet Editor...Kathy Goetz, 935 W. Isabella
Street, Lebanon, Oregon 97355; Ph: 541-258­
7517. E-Mail: goetzk@dnc.net
Historian.....Norrna Pfunder, 1958 Sycamore
Ct., McKinleyville, CA 95519-3900
Horticultural Correspondent....Gregory R.
Sytch, 6319 Alaska, Avenue, New Port Richey,
FL 34653-4301; Ph: 813-841-9618
Judging...Maxine Zinman, R.I, Box 73,
Boyce, VA 22620; Ph: 540-837-20 II
Members-at-Large....Elaine Ayers,
3939 Lee Heights Bid., Cleveland, OH
44128; E-mail: elainea400@aol.com
Membership ....John Ingles, Jr.,
\57 Monument, Rio Dell, CA 95562-1617;
Ph: 707-764-5407
Nomenciature.....Gene Salisbury, P.O. Box
45 I, Tonkawa, OK 74653; Ph: 580-628­
5230
Parliamentarian....Margaret Lee,
1852 3 Ist St., San Diego CA 92102
Public Relations ....Andrew Conley, 4575
Elm Court, Denver, CO 80211-1442; E-mail:
sierra_vista_gardens@juno.com
Research Kelton Parker, 4525 N. Hiway
171, Cleburne, TX 76031; E-mail:
begspbk I@airmail.net
Round Robin .....Virginia HamalUl
1169 Lincoln Ave., Chester ]A 52134-8508; Ph:
319-565-4208
Seed Fund..... Eleanor Calkins, 910 Fern
St., Escondido, CA 92027; Ph: 760-746­
4743
Slide Library Charies Jaros
200 Maureen Dr., Sanford, FL 32771;
Ph: 407-328-0618.
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American Begonia Society
157 Monument
Rio Dell, CA 95562-1617

Change Service Requested

Non Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

Paid
Permit No. 156
Clarksville, AR
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Vote (Ballot due by July 21)! Nominate by July I! Note
another new address for your editor, page 158!

The Begonian
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