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INSIDE/March-April 1985

The Cover: A horned fruit Begonia was photographed by Scott Hoover in the South
American rainforest during his collecting trip in 1984. The Begonia was
assigned U-number, U136, pending identification. For a report on the trip
and additional views of this rare species, see page 28.
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MEMBERS-AT-LARGE
NEWSLETIER

The second number will be ready for
mailing on May 10, 1985. It will include a
report on the members-at-large meeting at
the Miami Convention. See the Conven­
tion program for time and location for the
meeting. Let's have a good turnout!

If you did not request the first issue, it is
still available. Include a self-addressed,
stamped envelope for each issue.

Thelma 0'Reilly
10942 Sunray Place
La Mesa, CA 92041

REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS
Both the upper midwest and the eastern

coast are contacting members to form
regional organizations for the purpose of
holding regional meetings and shows. If
you have not been contacted and would be
interested in activities, you are urged to
contact the organizer in your area:

Daniel Haseltine
6950 West Nelson
Chicago, IL 60634

Barbara Berg
16 Highview Terr.
New Canaan, CT 06840

Mildred Thompson
P.O. Drawer PP
Southampton, NY 11968
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MISSING COPIES
When a member fails to send a new

address soon enough, the ABS pays 25
cents for the post office notification of the
new address. The copy itself is trashed.
The membership secretary has to send a
new copy and it takes 37 or 54 cents
postage plus envelope, not to mention the
time.

Therefore, the board has instituted a
charge to cover the costs of a replacement
issue where the member fails to guarantee
forwarding costs and does not notify the
ABS office soon enough to intervene in the
routine postal action. The replacement cost
is $2.85.

MEMBER REPLIES
The president, secretary, editor, and

various board members received letters
and other communications from members
and branches in reply to Facts and Figures
Ipage 3, last issuel. Each letter is being
considered very carefully, and shortly
there will be action reflecting the majority
of the opinions.

There were numerous good suggestions,
and the officers thank the persons who
wrote to them to let them know how they
felt. It seems unlikely that all the letters
can be answered individually and with
the thoroughness they deserve. It really is
helpful to know what the members con­
sider important, and we appreciate the
fact that you took time to respond at
length.
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SUMMARY OF 1984 SOUTH AMERICAN
COLLECTING EXPEDITION

w. Scott Hoover

In early January 1984, a research assis­
tance friend and I flew to Bogota, Colombia,
to spend two weeks in this country and six
weeks in Ecuador in order to carry out
botanical work allied with the conserva­
tion and preservation of tropical rain­
forests. Ecuador was chosen as a location
for field work because the National
Academy of Sciences (19801 considers
parts of this country's forests to be among
the most critically threatened in the world.

Several different phases of work were
involved, all pertinent to rainforest conser­
vation. These included collecting seed
material and herbarium specimens from
endangered populations of Begonia, photo­
graphing species of Begonia in their natural
habitat, obtaining additional epidermal
peels from populations to further eco­
logical research on Begonia stomata, and
conducting a remote exploratory penetra­
tion into northwestern Ecuador for general
botanical collecting and the regular field
work on Begonia. Each of these separate
phases will be described in more detail.
Fig. 1 indicates the geographical locations
where this field work was carried out;
Table 1 summarizes the collections made.

Collection of Seed Material
and Pressed Specimens

From a conservation standpoint, collect­
ing seed material in the wild and thus
introducing germplasm into cultivation is
very important because natural populations
are being destroyed so rapidly that plant
species are becoming extinct every day.
This applies not only to species of Begonia
but to all flowering plants. In Colombia,
the sparsity of Begonia populations was
particularly noticeable. We would drive

W. Scott Hoover is cochairman of the ABS
Conservation Committee. He received the
ABS Gray Award in 1984. He lives at 718
Henderson Rd.. Williamstown, MA 01267.
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for hours on end during the two weeks we
spent there and find only small popula­
tions tucked into residual patches of forest
around streams flowing through steep
gorges adjacent to the roadside. Statistically,
32% of Colombia's tropical rainforests
remain intact; the remaining 68% have
been converted to other uses by man
IN.A.S. 19801. All the original tropical
forest has been stripped off and now the
land is under various kinds of agriculture
or secondary forest. Everywhere in
Colombia that we collected was like this
except west of Popayan, around the town
of Vient de Julio. The mountain areas we
visited in Ecuador had better forest, but
signs of encroachment were evident; 60%
of Ecuadorian forests are still intact; the
other 40% have been converted IN.A.S.
19801. The Pacific coastal forests in Ecua­
dor are virtually eliminated except in the
extreme northwest, bordering Colombia.

In terms of the availability of seed
material, 39% of the Begonia populations
observed had seed we were justified in
collecting. The other populations either
were not in flower at all, not in a fruiting
and seed stage of development, or in few
instances the populations were so small
that it was not justifiable from a conserva­
tion perspective to collect the minimal
seed that was available. Seed was obtained
from 16 species in Colombia and from 18
in Ecuador. Of this total amount of seed,
an estimated 65% represent species that
are likely new to cultivation.

The horticultural requirements of many
of the species collected are likely to be
very different from the Begonia usually
grown. All species in the section Casparya
were collected at elevations above 5,000
feet, averaging around 7,000 where
temperatures would go to the low 50s and
high 40s at night. Often the habitats were
very moist or wet. Very likely much cooler
germinating temperatures will be required

The Begonion
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Fig. 1 Area of collections,
1984 South American trip
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TABLE 1
SUMMARY OF 1984 COLLECTIONS FROM COLOMBIA AND ECUADOR

Approximate number of Begonia herbarium
collections and duplicates 182

Number of species observed 40

Number of populations sampled for epidermal peels 88

Approximate number of epidermal peels obtained 850

Number of Begonia photographs
ihabitat, habit, closeupsi 162

Number of photographs of rainforest destruction 28

Number of populations collected for seed in Colombia 16

Possible new introductions from Colombia 9

Number of populations collected for seed in Ecuador 18

Possible new introductions from Ecuador 13

Possible new species collected 10
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Germinating seed pod on Begonia U136
in the rainforest.

for these homed fruit species, and terrarium
culture may be required for mature plants.

Pressed specimens were collected for the
Universidad National in Bogota, Colombia,
Universidad Catolica in Quito, Ecuador,
with duplicate specimens distributed to
Harvard University and the Missouri
Botanical Garden. Collecting herbarium
specimens is of great importance to our
conservation objectives because it is
through these collections that systematic
botanists describe species and determine
the overall richness of the tropical rain­
forests that are so rapidly disappearing.
When plant species become extinct there
will at least be a pressed specimen sub­
stantiating the existence of the species.

Photographic Documentation
of Begonia

The cover of this issue of the Begonian il­
lustrates one of several likely new species
we collected in the section Casparya, along
the road from Quito to Santo Domingo de
Los Colorados on the west slopes of the
Andes in Ecuador. This was the first time
I ever observed seedlings germinating while
the seed pod still remained on the plant.

The photographic documentation of
rainforest plants represents an important

30

conservation effort because, again, a record
is provided of a particular species and its
habitat in a specific time and space. In
several years that habitat, dUd the plants in
that habitat, may no longer exist; the plant
populations and the entire habitat could be
destroyed. Photographs documenting var­
ious stages of rainforest destruction were
taken as well as photographs of rainforest
that was still untouched. Clearly, photo­
graphing wild rainforest is a very
important conservation objective, and
documenting forest destruction indicates
how severe the problem truly is.

Ecological Research
on Begonia Stomata

For several years I have been collecting
epidermal peels from Begonia populations
in order to study the variation of stomata
and stomatal clusters, both within and be­
tween species and populations. The eco­
logical response of stomata to varying
habitats is of particular interest, as is deter­
mining the functional significance of
clusters.

In terms of a conservation perspective,
ecological research such as this is limited,
again, by the availability of the habitats.
Once the habitats and plants are destroyed,
the possibility for conducting scientific
research of any kind is lost. The curious
aspect about Begonia stomata is that their
occurrence in clusters is a very unusual
characteristic among all plants.

The last three expeditions have provided
me with approximately 5,000 epidermal
peels. This year represents the first time
for several of my papers to be submitted
and published in professional journals.
Once research papers are published in
journals my qualifications as a scientist will
become more widely known and may af­
ford more opportunities as a tropical
biologist.

Exploratory Work in a Remote Area
of Northwestern Ecuador

The last remaining section of natural
tropical rainforest on the Pacific lowlands
of Ecuador is found in the northwest cor­
ner, bordering Colombia. The National

The Begonion



'!Wo views of the flower of Begonia U136. Photos by S. Hoover

Academy of Sciences 11980) considers these
Pacific coastal forests of Ecuador to be
among the most critically threatened in the
world. As mentioned earlier, this was the
reason for choosing Ecuador as an area in
which to conduct a collecting expedition.

Exploration serves a very valuable func·
tion for conservation and preservation of
tropical rainforest because normally forest
farmers, loggers, or cattle farmers gain
access to wild areas before they can be
explored biologically. The exploratory work
carried out on this trip represents the first
botanical collections to be made from the
Catholic Mission at San Marcos and ex·
tending to Toban Donoso. These areas
were reached by foot starting at the town
of Maldonado in the province of Carchi.
Totally, we hiked 235 kms into Toban
Donoso and back. All the activities involv­
ing Begonia were carried out and general
collecting was accomplished. General Col­
lections, which amounted to a modest
quantity of 275, were given to the Univer·
sidad de Catolica and sold to the Missouri
Botanical Garden. The west slope of the
Andes in Ecuador are considered to be the
most diverse rainforest in the world (Gen­
try 1982). Thus, it is very important bio­
logically to collect in this area before it is
destroyed along with the rest of the Pacific
lowlands of Ecuador.
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Archaeological and
Anthropological Observations

From the Maldonado area to an area
past San Marcos a large archaeological re­
gion was observed. A Peace Corps volun­
teer we met in Maldonado pointed out a
number of earth mounds near the school,
Pina Blanca, along the trail to San Marcos,
which likely represents the work of some
ancient people who lived in this area.
Associated with these mounds were two
large stone blocks weighing several tons
each, exhibiting what appeared to us to be
sculptural square carvings. Also, and per·
haps of the greatest significance of all, was
the presence of ancient stone grinding
bowls. The present people living around
Maldonado find broken pieces of these
bowls in stream beds or washed out on hill
slopes. In the southwestern United States
stone grinding bowls such as these are
called metates. The distribution of these
metates was estimated to cover an area of
approximately 150 square miles, ranging
from the mountains east of Maldonado into
the region where the Coiquer lnclians lived.
The presence and widespread distribution
of these metates would seem to indicate
that an earlier people occupied a fairly large
area in northwestern Ecuador. It is pos·
sible that this may be the first archaeolo·
gical report of this region, although it will
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be necessary to contact appropriate spe­
cialists at the American Museum of
Natural History in New York and else­
where to determine if the site has been
discovered before.
Summary

OveraH, this expedition went very weH
from a logistical standpoint. From the
standpoint of rainforest destruction, the
disaster continues, and the effect this will
have on mankind is just beginning to be
felt. The tremors of climatic change may
just be beginning; the approach to possibly
the second largest mass extinction of or­
ganisms in the history of life on earth con­
tinues. Mankind watches while his world
slowly crumbles.

What is man's destiny to be when earth
is vacated of much of the life it previously
had? We, as members of the A.B.S., have
more responsibility than simply appre­
ciating Begonia; our conservation efforts
are important. Each of us as an individual
can only make a small contribution, but
together we can achieve a recognizable
goal, namely: preserving Begonia and sup­
porting coHecting expeditions. Within
several years, if not right now, for par­
ticular ones your plants may be the only
survivors of an entire species because the
wild species are becoming extinct day by
day. Let us continue making our contri­
bution to a better world by supporting
conservation and preservation of tropical
rainforests.
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Society and the following A.B.S. branches:

32

Buxton, Greater Chicago, Mae Blanton,
Palomar, Sacramento, Santa Barbara, and
Westchester. The members of these
branches who contributed personally I
thank very much. I appreciate the indi­
viduals of the A.B.S. who made donations
to this expedition, including the foHowing:
Chuck Anderson, Karen Bartholomew,
Howard Berg, Mabel Corwin, Joan Coulat,
George Fix, Dan Hazeltine, Martin John­
son, James Jones, Joy Martin, Thelma
O'Reilly, Barbara Philips, and Rudy Zie­
senhenne. Also, I am very honored to
have received the 1984 Eva Kenworthy
Gray award. Had it not been for all the
generous people contributing to these last
several expeditions, I would not have had
the opportunity to carry them out and thus
receive the award.

This report was delayed, pending available
cover space for this very rare species.

Seeds collected from this expedition were
offered through the Seed Fund and plants
should be available to limited extent at sales
during the year. Information will be forth­
coming through Seed Fund and V-number
Project. Those who can furnish data should
contact any of these chairmen.

RAINFOREST HABITAT
If you are interested in reading more

about the environmental conditions of the
rainforest, see' 'The Canopy of the Tropical
Rain Forest" by Donald R. Perry in
Scientific American Magazine, Nov. 1984,
pages 138-147. It should be available at
your local library.

From the Nomenclature Department:
A paper by Kathleen Burt-Utley describ­

ing a new species, Begonia xilitlensis, ap­
peared in Brittonia 36(3) 1984, pp 232-235
INew York Botanical Garden, Bronx, NY
10458). The paper also discusses Begonia
glandulosa and related species and Begonia
stigmosa.
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THE YEAR OF THE CANE/The first hint of Spring.

Pat Maley

Like many newcomers to the world of
begonias, what first caught my eye were
the colorful, exotic looking leaves of Rex
begonias. Led by them into the world of
begonias, my eyes opened in wonder at the
myriad varieties of begonias of all shapes
and sizes. Through the years I have tried
nearly all types and have found most of
them to be a joy to grow.

After several years of growing begonias,
however, one naturally comes to consider
one group or the other as his or her
favorites. My own favorites are the cane
begonias. Why canes? Canes have proven
themselves to me. They are the toughest,
the survivors; they come back again and
again from the worst of conditions. They
are, in general, the best survivors of any
sort of trauma; extremes of heat and cold,
the shock of a major move, neglect and
abuse. Cane begonias, with their long
season of bloom, give more "pleasure per
plant" than any other type.

And, there is a cane begonia for anyone's
growing conditions. If you have the space
and climate, the magnificence of a six foot
tall superba cane, dripping with gigantic
clusters of bloom, cannot be denied.
Canes, however, do come in all sizes: the
tall growers, medium sized 2 to 4 ft.
varieties, low growing and spreading
varieties. Thanks mainly to the hybridizing
genius of Patrick Worley, we also have an
ever increasing selection of miniature
canes, especially developed for those with
minimal space and for light garden
growers.

Cane begonias are also versatile. They
can be adapted to your own particular
spaces and needs. They can be grown as
tall, sturdy uprights or be pinched and

Pat Maley lives at 7384 White Oak Drive,
PlacerviUe, CA 95667. At last count she had
at least eighty different cane begonias, aU
growing without benefit of a heated
greenhouse.
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Begonia 'Lucema' grown and photographed
by Ayako Yamamoto.

pruned into spreading mounds of color.
Many make outstanding hanging baskets
or wall pocket specimens. They are
excellent candidates for in-ground plant­
ings in mild climates. Just because a par­
ticular cane is a superba type, a person
need not feel obligated to grow it in its
usual tall-growing manner. My friend
Ayako Yamamoto, of Japan, once sent me
a beautiful photo of Begonia 'Lucerna' as a
magnificent hanging basket plant, dripping
with blooms!

If you are a relative beginner at begonias,
try some canes. The hardier varieties are
far more tolerant of "learning mistakes"
than rhizomatous, and generally more
quickly form a good sized plant. There
are, of course, as in any group of begonias,
varieties that are more difficult, slow grow­
ing, or need special conditions. The
majority of canes, however, are adaptable,
easy growing, and give great pleasure with
little work. No other type of begonia can
offer such variety of size along with a range
of bloom time lasting nearly year round in
many cases.
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Most cane begonias have erect, smooth
bamboolike stems with swollen nodes.
Spaces between the nodes are generally
long. Many canelike begonias do not
branch readily, but they do send up new
canes from the base of the plant. Newer
hybrids seem to tend more toward branch­
ing, but even the nonbranching varieties
can be grown into full, shapely plants.

Obviously, cane begonias are
particularly admired and enjoyed for their
spectacular inflorescences, oftentimes
measuring 8 to 10 inches across in
pendulous clusters containing dozens of
long-lasting, often fragrant blooms. Their
colors vary from white to pink, salmon,
orange, red and rose. Many are everbloom­
ing or nearly so. Others offer seasonal
blooms over many weeks or months. Even
the few which are sporadic bloomers often­
times have beautiful foliage which com­
pensates for the lesser amount of bloom.

Culture of canes is similar to most
begonias, although this group of begonias
generally requires more light than most
other types. Lacking sufficient light, cane
stems will be leggy and weak, foliage will
show poor color and substance, and bloom
will be poor. Most canes need at least a few

Pruning cane begonias is not for the faint­
hearted. Results are rewarding.
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hours of direct sun, generally in the early
morning or late afternoon, and plenty of
filtered sunlight the rest of the day. A bit of
growing experience soon points out which
canes need less light, which need more.
They tolerate a wide range of
temperatures, but prefer a range between
55 and 75 degrees. They are the least de­
manding about humidity of any begonias.

Although moderate pruning and
pinching is necessary through the year to
produce well-shaped plants, late winter
and early spring are the preferred times for
more severe pruning. Hard pruning is,
especially for newer growers, one of the
most difficult things to make oneself do,
for it always seems so drastic. The exact
best time to prune will vary with your
location and climate. In Southern
California coastal areas and other basically
warm winter areas, pruning is often done
quite early, in November, December or
January, as spring growth in these areas
starts early. In colder areas, it is best to
wait until late winter or early spring, so
that new growth, which is stimulated by
pruning, will not be damaged by cold.

Most young plants under two years old
should not be heavily pruned. Light
pruning or tip pinching is generally all they
need to shape them into well grown plants.
Older plants, however, usually benefit
from more severe pruning. Newer basal
shoots from the previous season should not
be cut unless they are too tall, then should
only be tip-pruned. Slightly older canes can
be cut back to three or four nodes above
the soil. On a vigorously growing plant,
older, previously pruned, and branched
canes should be cut out entirely to the soil
line. This will encourage much more new
growth from the base.

At this point your plant is not going to be
exciting to look at; a few nearly bare canes
of various heights. But look more closely.
Note those tiny little tips of new growth
barely showing at the nodes of those bare
canes. Each one of those will produce new,
sturdy canes and a fuller, more beautiful
plant will result.

Continued on page 45
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Books 120
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Maley, Pat 54
Martinez, Jess 63
McLean, Edith M. 11
Members-at-large 21, 93
Mildew 19, lOS, 110, 122
Mites 122

Nominating Committee 63
O'Reilly, Thelma 45

Panama [35, 127
Papua New Guinea 30,

31*, 124
Patrick, Dorothy 82*
People-to-People Travel

Program 64, 129
Pesticides 18, 34, 122
Philippines, The 124
Pollination--see

Hybridizing
Porter, Joy 63
Porter. Leo 110
Potomac Branch 37, 40
Potting mix 3, 6, 53, 72
Potting techniques 13, 119

Rex begonia culture 57, 122
Riordan, Grace 132
Robinson, Alfred D. 22, 40,

94, 95*, III
Rosecroft Gardens 94

Seedlings 4, 8, 98, 99, 106
Simpson, Leota 20
Shipment of seeds 10
Show classification system

14
South American species

85, 125
Species begonia culture 121

Taiwan 125
Terrariums 16, 48, 52,

53, 57
Thompson, Mildred &Ed

46. 117
Thomsen, Ernest & Metta 3
Thick-stemmed culture 121
Tissue culture 8
Tuberous begonias 6, 8, 50,

70, 98, 118, 123

8EGONIAS

SF=Seed Fund Listing

'A. D. Davis' 96
acuminata 10 SF
acuti(alia 10 SF, 58
alba-picta 58

'Alfreana' 96
I Alice-Mac , 77
I Aloha' 17
'Alzasco' 95
ampla 10 SF, 16. 48"

'Annabelle' 95
'Annie Laurie I 95
aridicaulis 84

'Arlene' 95
'Audree' 95
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'Baby Fingers' 84
"Baler No.2" 124
"Baler No. 3" 124
'Bangles' 121
bartanea 58

'Bellargio' 95
'Bennett Rubra' 95
'Beverly Kozlow' 54
'Bill Cook' 121
bogneri 16. 58. 121

'Bokit' cross 77
bawerae II, 102

'Bowtique I 97
bradei 10 SF'

'Bridal Cascade' 8
'Buttercup' 97
'Butterscotch' 77

'Calender Girl ' 107
'California Bronze' 56
'Can-Can' 8
caraguatatubcnsis 48
carrieae 10 SF, 54
cathayana f35 SF

'Cathedral' 105
cavalyensis 121

'Chia Ah Lin' 107
'Chop Suey' 107
chlorosticta 27, £35 SF,

43*
'Christmas Candy' 4
cinnabadna 96

'Clemmence ' 95
'Clips' 127 SF
coccinea 101

'Cockatoo' 4
'Codelargo ' 95
'Concord' 40
'Constance' 95
corallina 101
corallina x solananthera

!OI SF
'Cora11ioa de Lucerna' 95
'Crestabruchii' 77
crispula 57
cucullata 4

'Curley Zee Bowman' 102,
103*

'Curly California' 77
'Curly Zip' 104
cyclophylla 29. 31

'Dainty Lady' 107
dayi 127
decora 57, 77
deliciosa 48
diadema 48, 78*

'Dianna' 96
dichotoma hort. 46

1 Di-Erna 1 96
dipeLa1a S6, 58

'Oi-Shasta I 96
I Doe Boy I 107
I Dorothea I 76
'Dragon Flight' 77
dregei 54

'Earl-ee-bee ' 76, 77
ebolowensis f3S SF
echinosepala 10 SF, 77

I Ed Hummel' 107
'Edi.th M. I 11
egregia 85

'Elithe' 95
engl eri 10 SF

'Erna Rubra' 95
'Erythrophylla' 40, 77
'Essie Hunt' 47>:'-, 54, 105
'Eunice Gray' 97
evansiana, see grandis
ssp evansiana

£enicis 101 SF, 121
ferruginaca 87 SF
ficic01a 52
fimbristipuJa 29, 31

'Firebird' 4
'Fireflush' 58
fischeri vac. parvifolia

35 SF
'Fischer's Ricinifolia' 77
£01iosa 58
£01iosa var. amplifolia

!OI SF
formosana 59 SF

'Frances Fickewirth' 104
'Freddie I 77, 96, 97
'Frutescans' 96
'Fuscomaculata' 11

'Gidget' x 'Locheil' 77
'Gie' 56
'Cigi' 102, 103*
'Gin' 127 SF
glabra 69

'Glamour ' 127 SF
'Glaucadaw' 96
glaucophylla 101 SF

'Glendale' 97
goegoensis 58

'Golden West' 97
'Grace' 95
Brandis 58
grandis ssp evansiana 4,

10 SF
'Guinevere' 84

hatacoa f35 SF
'Hazel Harmon' 76, 77,

78*. 105. 121
'Helen Teupel' 57
'Helen W. King' 59
'llelene Harms' 46, 127 SF
'Helene Jaros' 104
hemsleyana 100 SF
hem~leyana x rex cv 79*

'Her Majesty Sylvia
Leatherman' 54

heracleifolia 11, 58
heracleifolia var.

paramedilio hart. 125
'Hilda' 96
ho1 toni s 100, 101 SF
hydrocotylifolia 56, 107
hypolipara 83

imperial is 58
imperialis cross 76, 77
incana 121
incisa 106, 126
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'Interlaken' 95
'Irene Nuss' 36
'It' 84

'Jean' 95
'Jessie' 97
'Jinnie Mae' 95
'K. O. Sessions' 96
'Kathleyana' 96
kellermanii 107
ken ...'orthyae 11, 16, 121
komoensis 12, 13*

'Kumwha' II, 97

laciniata 31, 59 SF
lacunos8 71

'Lady Frances Jean' 97
'Lady Low' 95
'Laura Englebert' 54
'Lavender Lace' 77
'Lecco' 95
'Lillian S. Rubra' 95
limmingheana 101 SF
limminghei 101 SF

'Linda' 127 SF
lindleyana 121
listada 58

'Lizzy Pearl' 56
'Lois Burks' 77
'Looking Glass' 49*, 76,

77,80
'Lorene Brown' 47*
'Lospe-tu' 107
'Louise Rubra' 95
'Lubbergei' 77
lubbersii 76, 77, 126

"Lubbersii hybrid" 126
'Lucendro' 95
'Lucerna' 124
Judwigii 58

'Lugano' 95
luxurians %

macdougallii 10 SF, 77
maculata 126

'Madame Butterfly' 54
'Madame Queen' 97
'Mae Bee' 105
'Maggiore' 95
malabarica 105
manicata 'Aureo-maculata'

58, 77
'Marge Rubra' 95
'Marguerite De Cola' 77
'Marion' 96
'Martha' 95
'Mary' 95
masoniana 56, 58. 100 SF

'Maurice Kane' 91*, 93
'Maybelle' 95
megaptera 59 SF

'Mekessa ' 77
Mexican #275 77
micranthera

var. fimbriata 96
var. venturii 10 SF

'Midnight Sun' 32
mol1ir:auli-c; %

'Moonbeam' 96
morellii 105
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'Mount Soledad' 54, 55*
'Mrs. Drew' 96
'Mrs. Frevert' 96
'Mrs. Schinkle' 95
'Mrs. Townsend' 77
'Mrs. W. D. Harney' 95
multinervia 59 SF

'Murray Morrison' 97
'~Iussolini' 95

natalensis 127 SF
'Natchau2' 104
nelumbiifolia 10 SF

'Neuchatel' 95
'Nightmare' 104
nigritarum 87

'Nokomis' 75, 97
'Norah Bedson' 77
nudi 87

'Odorata Alba' 97
'Oklahoma Twister' 77
albia 100 SF
olsoniae 58

'Orange Rubra' 96, 97
'Orococo' 67*, 69, 76,

77, 80
'Orrell' 95
'Othello' 127 SF

paleaCa 127 SF
palmata 59 SF

'Palu' 95
parti ta 79*, 127 SF
parvifolla 35 SF

'Pat Ogden' 84
'Pattern' 56
'Paul Bee' 40, 97
paulcnsis 1*, 3
pearcel 127

'Peggy Lynn' 35*
peltato 121
petasitifolia 87 SF

'Pickobeth' 54
picta 10 SF
pilifera 87 SF, 121

'Pinafore' 77
'Pinafore' sport 77, 78*
pinetorum 121, 127 SF

'Pink Lemonade' 77, 107
'Pink MacBethii' 96
'Pink Nacre' 77, 84
'Pink Shasta' 95
plebej. [35 SF

'Poincare' 96
poJygonoidcs 10 SF,

48, 121
'Porn Porn' 7
'Preussen' 43*, 45
pring lei 34 SF
prismatocarpa 16, 57
prismatocarpa

'Variegalion' 16, 57
procumbens 88, 101 SF

'Prunifolia' 96
lPseudophyllomaniaca' 77
'Purple Petticoats' 97
pustulata 57

quadrialata 57, 58
'Quito' 76, 77

radicans 101 SF
rajah 16, 58

'Red coccinea' 101
'Red Doll' 84
'Red Reuben' 77
'Reichenheimii' 11
rex cultorum 127 SF
rhopalocarpa 10 SF

'Richmondensis' 104
'Ricinifolia' 77, 96
'Ricinifolia' seedli.ng 77
'Ricky Minter' 76, 77, 97
'Rigi' 95
'Richard Robinson' 96
'Robego' 95
"Rosecroft Strain" 96
'Rose Rubra' 95
'Rosie Murphiski' 59
rotundifolia 127

'Rubra Fragrance' 95
'Rubra Odorata' 95
rubro-venia £35 SF

'Rudy' 121

'San Miguel' 77
sandtil 10 SF

'Sarabande' 77
scandens 58

'Sea Nymph' 96
'Selover' 85
'Serra-Belle' 95
serratipetB1B 121
setosa £35 SF
schar ffiana 96
schmidtiana 58
'Schnitzeri' 96
'Scotch Luxurians' 96
semperflorens cultorum

named cultivars 127 SF
'Sharstar' 96
'Shasta' 95
'Shower of Roses' 71
'Shrimp Rubra' 95
'Silver Star' 96, 97, 102
'Sir Percy' 77, 84, 102,

103*,104
'Skeezar' 77
'Snow Peaks' 121
solananlhera 58
sonderana 127 Sf

'Sophie Cecile' 97
'Southgate' 107
"species ex Kew" (35 SF
'Speculata' 37, 102
squamulosa 12
'Star Frost' 121
staudtii 57
stigmosa 101 SF

'Su Go Go' 56
'Subtle' 56
'Supercurl' 57
sutherlandii 96

'Suzanne Colaizzi' 56

"Taiwan species" 126
'Tanay' 95
'Templinii' 12
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59 SF
59 SF
B7 SF

thelmae 52, 57, 127 SF
'Tiger Kitten' 77
I Tiny Gem' 84
'Tippy' 77
'Tom Ment I 46
tonduzii 59 SF
triflora j2, 58

U003 19, 69
U008 58
U014 4, 5*, 40
U016 125
U022 125
U025 10 SF
U026 125
U029 87 SF
U031 10 SF
U036 125
U040 124
U050 thrll U056 85
U057 85, ll5*, 117, 124*
U058 thrll U062 86
U063 thrll U064 124
U065 thrll U073 125
U074 16, 57, 87, 125", 126
U075 126*
U076 thrll U079 126
U088 126
U089 81, 126
UI04 thrll UI08 £35 SF
Ull2 59 SF
Ul13 127 SF
Ull4 thrll U115
Ul17 thrll Ul21
U138 thru U139
U141 87 SF
U147 87 SF
U150 59 SF
U151 87 SF

•Undemille , 95
'Undine' 96
'Universe' 97

vel10ziana 77, 79*
'VelmaS.'95
venosa 58, 77, 78*

'Verde Grande' 97
'Verschaffeltii' 77
versicolor 16, f35 SF,
57, 76, 77, 105

'Vesuvius' 77
'Viva' 127 SF
'Virbob' 97
vitafolia 125

'Vodka I 127 SF

'Wanda' 52, 84, 97
'White Christmas' 76, 77
'William Cook' 121
'With1acoochee l 76, 77, 78*
wol1nyi 10 SF, 105

'Wood Nymph' 57

'Yanona1i l 33*
'lee Bowman I 102, 103*
IZu1u l 8
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Anderson, Chuck 120
Bates, Phyllis 85, 124
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Bates, Ed 91, 125
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BEGONIA STARS ON BISCAYNE BAY /Time to sign in.

Romantic! Exotic! Tropical! The Miami
Branch promises that the 53rd Annual
American Begonia Society Convention and
Show will be that and a whole lot more.

Hugh McLauchlan, President of the
Scottish Begonia Society, will talk about
"Begonias and the Scottish Begonia
Society," one of the many events of the
convention that will provide insight into
the art of begonia growing.

Two days of seminars will also further
the effort to provide more information
about begonias under the capable direction
of such speakers and leaders as Carrie
Karegeannes, Pat Maley, Thelma O'Reilly,
Joy Martin Logee, Millie and Ed
Thompson, Wanda Macnair, James
McArthur, Gene Joyner, and Mrs. Henry
Bassing. Ralph Beaudry, naturalist for the
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city of Miami, promises to tell all how not
to grow a begonia, too.

April is usually the best month for view­
ing begonias in southern Florida and the
show promises to be a treat for all. As an
enticement to entrants in the competition,
the committee has arranged for hand­
painted china trophies.

A conventIon is always a means to see
old friends and make new ones, to see
familiar sights and explore new paths, and
to review and learn new things about
Begonia.

A convention packet has been mailed to
each ABS member. Peruse the contents
carefully and plan to take part in all the
events that interest you. If you did not re­
ceive one, you may write for it to Conven­
tion Chairman Charles Jaros
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FRANCIS MICHELSON - ABS PIONEER

Thelma O'Reilly

The pursuit of begonia information can
be rewarding as well as frustrating. Now, I
would like to share with you one of my
rewards while searching for information
during my term as co-director of the ABS
Nomenclature Department.

Through correspondence that started in
1979 when I received a request for registra­
tion applications, I became friends with
Francis Michelson, an ABS pioneer in the
southeastern part of our country. Members
from the East, especially the Florida area,
know of his dedication to begonias, the
Miami Branch, and the ABS. Since 1979 I
have been aware of his deep interest in
growing and hybridizing but only dis­
covered recently how long ago this interest
began for Francis and his wife, Helen.

Francis was born in Orlando, Florida in
1911. Helen was born in Indian Orchard,
Massachusetts. They were married in New
York and moved to Daytona Beach in
1932, later moving to Miami. The twenty­
four begonias Helen carried sou th included
B. heracleifolia 'Sunderbruchii'.

In February 1937, the weatherman pre­
dicted morning frost and recommended
the covering of all plants. Francis disagreed
with the weatherman so the plants were
left unprotected. The following morning a
sad sight met their eyes; all the begonias
looked like "cooked mush." Tearfully,
Helen cut the rhizomes in small pieces as
for cooking potatoes and Francis planted
them in gallon cans filled with rotted leaf­
mold. They all survived, growing into
strong plants. Francis says, "It seemed as if
all the eyes on the rhizomes sprouted.
That's what caused my deep interest in
collecting begonias."

Around 1939 Francis and Helen ordered
their first begonias from A. D. Robinson's
Begonia Gardens, Point Loma, San Diego.
Francis comments, "What a difference in
prices then and now."

Sometime later a local nurseryman, Ray
Rosengren, told them about Gertrude
Peterson, who was in charge of the
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Helen and Francis Michelson

Simpson Memorial Gardens. This was the
meeting place for all the local garden clubs.
Francis says, "Mrs. Peterson contacted a
few people who got in touch with a few
more people who liked begonias, and one
of these was Mis. Nickolson of Miami
Shores. We met at her home for the first
time. She wrote the ABS about forming a
branch and was told ten members were
necessary to obtain a charter. Our group
already met this requirement so the Miami
Branch of the ABS was formed and
approved by the ABS August 31, 1946."
The following is quoted from The Begonian,
September 1946:

One of our fondest hopes and dreams
have come true. A new Branch Society
in Miami, FL., was organized July 22,
1946, at the home of Mrs. Nina
Nickolson. Mrs. Lucille Kendrick was
appointed temporary chairman and
Mrs. Nickolson as secretary. On August
20th they will conduct their second
meeting, and at that time will mail us a
list of their officers and a set of By-Laws
and Constitution.

Mrs. Kendrick tells us that the
members are very enthusiastic about
this branch society. She reminds us that
their climate and soil conditions are
very different from our western states.

Francis recalls, "In the past I belonged to
three Round Robins. One was an All­
Florida Robin, the second had members all
over the United States, the third was for
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Begonia 'Withlacoochee,' plant grown by
Patti Patterson, photo by Rick Patterson,
1984 Palm Beach Show red ribbon winner.

advanced growers and hybridizers. The
last one had members from New Zealand,
England, Australia and United States. I
remember Carrie Karegeannes was Round
Robin Director for some of the Robins."

In 1956 Francis made his first begonia
cross, B. dichotoma x B. epipsila. Since then
he has created many excellent hybrids and
earned the reputation of a respected
begonia hybridizer. Between 1971 and
1979 Francis registered seventeen
cultivars. In addition, he created several
other interesting begonias including one of
my favorites, B. 'Panasoffkee'. This beauty
is a seedling of an unidentified scandent
type Brazilian species obtained from the
ABS Seed Fund.

Favorite registered cultivars include B.
'Tequesta' (syn. 'Acicon'j #766, (B. acida x
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Unknownj; B. 'Fernan Veil' #525, (B
fernando costae x o/soniae); and the beauti
ful B. 'Withlacoohee' #765, (B. the/mae:
U049). This is an incorrect spelling fo
"Withlacoochee", a river in Florida. I
hope Francis will give the Nomenclatun
Department permission to correct thi:
spelling error.)

While talked to Francis recently, I askeo
which were his favorite cultivars. With·
out hesitation he answered, "Withlacoo·
chee and Panasoffkee." Both of these culti·
vars are eye-catching, trailing plants,
showing off their beauty when hanging
high. At times the trailing stems of B.
'Panasoffkee' measure six feet and stems of
B. 'Withlacoohee' reach four feet. Most
beautiful foliage is obtained by a shady
position for B. 'Panasoffkee' while B.
'Withlacoohee' demands about 65% shade
(quite bright light in Southern Californiaj
to obtain the lush red pubescence and dark
leaf with light green veining inherited from
B. the/mae. This latter begonia, a popular
blue ribbon winner, is easy to grow. B.
'Panasoffkee' is "sassy," reminiscent of
the growing habit of B. the/mae. In fact,
everytime I look at my plant I wonder if B.
the/mae "courted" an unidentified
Brazilian species at some point in time.

We should all be grateful to Francis for
his important contributions. He purchased
unidentified seed from the ABS Seed Fund,
raised plants and shared them, kept them
in cultivation for many years, and used
them in his hybrizing program for the
enjoyment of many members. Several of
the begonias in my research have led back
to unidentified species in his collection. I
hope these Begonia will be identified or
named.

The "stars" I am looking forward to
seeing at Biscayne Bay are the Michelsons.
Francis and I planned a date at Kissimmee,
Florida in 1981 and I was "stood up"-first
time. I waited for one hour in front of the
hotel and he never arrived. No desk
messages. Later, I learned that Helen had
been taken ill and the desk clerk told
Francis no O'Reilly was registered.

Continued on page 45
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SEED FUND/Variety of horticultural types available

Joy Porter, Clayton M. Kelly Seed Fund Director

M-A I-B. polygonoides: Trailing-scandent species from West Africa with small, dark
green slender leaves and small white flowers per pkt 1.00

M-A 2-B. carrieae Ziesenhenne: Large, lobed, pale green leaves with rugose, hairy
surface distinguish this rhizomatous species from Mexico. Petiole and leaf
reverse are thickly covered with wide scalelike hairs of many shapes ending in
many divisions. Large white flowers in spring per pkt 1.00

M-A 3-B. U014: Shrublike species from Argentina with 3-inch glossy, elongated-oval
leaves. Stems are covered by large stipules which dry and remain. The I-inch
flowers are a glowing orange color. per pkt 1.00

M-A 4-B. carolineifolia: Although large, this spectacular compound leaf species with
upright rhizome is well worth its space in a collection. Small pink flowers in
spring. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..... per pkt1.00

M-A 5-B. dichroa: It is a thrill to at last offer this low canelike species from Brazil.
Although it has been hybridized extensively, not a single offspring has inherited
its true orange flowers. Summer flowering; it needs warmth and adequate
humidity and light to attain its true beauty. . per pkt1.00

M-A 6-B. lubbersii: This low-growing canelike species from Brazil is quite unique with
peltate leaves which are pointed at each end and decorated with silver spots. In
fall, the large fragrant white flowers are (depending on lightj tinted with pink,
salmon, or green. A huge, perfect specimen won the Orpha C. Fox Species
Trophy at 1984 Begonia Round-Up convention. . ..... per pkt1.00

M-A 7-B. sandtii: (bulbils) Tuberous species from Mexico with small lobed hairy leaves
and small bright orange flowers. Planted the same as seeds (not covered with
mix) they will germinate in May and June, and bloom through November. In
northern latitudes, plant out in full sun. (See my note in previous issue. I They
grow to 2-2 1/, feet, and perhaps because of their hairs, are mildew-free.

per pkt 1.00
M-A 8-B. bulbillifera: Tuberous species from Mexico resembling B. gracilis var.

martiana. Grows to 3 feet with 11/,-inch pink flowers. Lower leaves are rounded
while upper leaves are slightly lobed. Treat the same as M-A 7. Bulbils.

per pkt 1.00
M-A 9-B. sutherlandii: South African tuberous species with small green leaves, red

stems and petioles, numerous small orange flowers. Lovely basket plant for
summer, but practice preventive spraying for mildew. Bulbils ..... per pkt1.00

If ordering 2 varieties of bulbils, I will include 2 B. 'Torsa' bulbils. B. 'Torsa' is
a B. grandis ssp. evansiana cross with pink flowers.

M-A 10-B. s.c. 'Derby': Small, green-leaved semperflorens; white flowers with pink
margins.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . per pkt .50

M-A ll-Australian Tree-Fern spores collected by Mickey Meyer on the eastern coast of
Australia. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . per pkt .50

Orders from U.S., Mexico, and Canada need 45¢ over seed price for postage (55¢ if over
12 packets). Overseas orders require $1.40 for postage. Send checks or money orders in
U.S. funds made payable to Clayton M. Kelly Seed Fund. Mail to Joy Porter, 9 Bayberry
Lane, Framingham, MA 01701.

Self-pollinate species Begonia and send the seeds to the Seed Fund.

Volume 52 March-April1985 41



QUESTION: A couple of my tuberous
begonias have rotted at the main stem and
fallen over. Should the whole stem be
taken off? Is the tuber good anymore?
Should it be left in the ground, or taken
out? Will it sprout again?

ANSWER: Rot on tuberous begonias is
usually caused by a fungus or bacteria. It
most often occurs when there is high
humidity. Too much water and poor
drainage can also contribute to rot.

All rotted parts should be cut back to
healthy tissue. Spray with a good fungicide
and also drench the soil. Be sure the plants
are not crowded together so they touch.
Good air circulation is very important.

Your tuber may, or may not, sprout
again. I would leave it in the ground and
give it a chance to grow.

Tuberous begonias like cool nights. My
friends in Florida tell me they cannot grow
them because of warm nights and too
much humidity.

QUESTION: I've been trying for three
years to grow tuberous begonias. Each year
I encounter the same problem. I need help!

This year I planted 290 tubers. The
plants were beautiful and were about 18"
tall. The blooms were the prettiest they
have ever been. During the last 30 days the
stems started to decay and the leaves
developed brown spots about '4" in
diameter. At the present time I have 12
plants left which are as healthy as can be.
I've checked the tubers of the plants that
collapsed and they are firm and healthy.
The root system is in good shape.

The same thing has happened each year.
I would appreciate any help you can give
me for next year. Also, any books that I
might purchase that could help me.
MISSOURI

QUESTION BOX/Tuberous begonias continue to raise questions.

Mabel Corwin Your problem is stem rot. I referred to
my book The Tuberous Begonia by Brian
Langdon. Mr. Langdon says stem rot is
usually traceable to over feeding,
especially with a high nitrogen fertilizer.
This causes soft tissues that are more
vulnerable to disease.

Overcrowding is also a cause of stem rot.
Good air circulation is very important.

I wonder if the nights stay warm in your
area. Tuberous begonias do best when the
nights are cool. In fact, in some areas they
are not grown at all because the nights
don't cool down.

Mr. Langdon suggests cutting the stem
back to healthy tissue and dusting with a
fungicide such as karathane. Then you
should water sparingly and do not fertilize
any more. You may, or may not, save the
tuber.

Antonelli Brothers suggest improving air
circulation around the plants, keeping the
foliage and stems dry after dark, and spray­
ing with Truban fungicide.

A friend who grows beautiful tuberous
begonias uses Rose Dust on top of the soil
when potting. She also uses preventative
spray for mildew.

For next year I would suggest you make
sure your plants are not crowded.
Anything you can do to increase air
circulation would be helpful. Make sure
your mix has good drainage. Cut back on
fertilizer, especially nitrogen. Spraying or
dusting with a fungicide as a preventative
measure would be advisable.

The book The Tuberous Begonia by Brian
Langdon was published in 1969 by Cassell
and Company, Ltd. I believe it is no longer
in print, although I'm not sure about this.
Antonelli Brothers catalogue has some
good culture information. Check their ad
on the back cover. You may find Growing
Begonias by Eric Catterall helpful, too. See
Nov.-Dec. Begonian, page 120.

ANSWER: I'm sorry you lost so many of
your tuberous begonia plants. That really
is discouraging.
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Send questions about begonia growing to
Mabel Corwin, 1119 Loma Vista Way, Vista,
CA 92083. Inclllde a stamped, self-addressed
envelope; YOII'll get a prompt reply.
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ROUND ROBIN

Members of the Tropical Plants flight
exchange ideas on the culture of many
plants regarding potting medium, tempera­
ture, humidity, water, etc. All ideas are
welcome and open for discussion.

Bob Moore, Florida, when putting down
flat seeds of tropicals, sets them edgewise
in the mix. Seeds with wings are planted
with the wing uppermost or broken off.
Some seed from temperate regions germin­
ates best at cool temperatures 150°-65°1,
but tropical seeds need warmth to
germinate, bottom heat is almost a must.
Most tropicals need light to germinate, too.
To start palm seeds, Bob suggests soaking
the seed about a week, then planting in
damp peat moss kept at 75 °-85 0. It will
help to scrape off the outer covering of this
seed first with a sharp knife.

Charline Franklin, Texas, comments that
knowing the light requirements of tropicals
can be of great help in starting seeds, as
some do germinate only in darkness and
others have no light requirement for
germination. Seeds which require light can
be treated to germinate in the dark if they
are soaked in a solution of potassium
nitrate 10.2%1. Seeds of any kind will fail to
germinate unless they are maintained at a
suitable temperature and are able to absorb
oxygen and some carbon dioxide together
with the moisture.

These flight members are doing an
experiment with foliar feeding using two
plants of the same kind, planted in the
same soil and type of pot. One will be foliar
fed and the other not, then results will be
reported upon.

Some tropicals grown by the members
are Malpighia coccigera, Osmanthus fran­
grans, Hoya lacunosa, Strelitzia reginae,
jacobinia, Punica granatum 'Nana', Petrea
volubi/is, Piper ornatum, Heliconia,
Acanthus, and many others. Dael Jones,
Texas, found two tomato wire cages joined
together at the broad ends could be used to
grow a nice specimen vine in a very com­
pact space. Dael grows Allamanda and is
seeking Plectranthus ecklenii, Ipomoea
horsfalliae var. Briggsi;, and Disterigma.
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Members of the tuberous begonia flight
are interested in plants which produce
bulbils or bulbil-like growth in their leaf
axils. Some of these are B. grandis, B.
sutherlandii, B. gracilis, B. princeae, B. sandni,
B. falciloba, B. biserrata, B. bulbillifera, B.
'Martiana Grandiflora', B. 'Torsa', B.
'Lulandi', and B. 'Ivy Ever'. B. socotrana is
bulbous and produces bulbils at the base of
the bulb, rather than bulbils at its leafaxils.
Jackie Davis, California, has used B. dregei
in many crosses and seldom has seen
tubers produced from a cross, unless the
plant had been crossed with another
tuberous.

Bob Ammerman, California, reports his
grandis var. martiana tubers were not doing
well in regular potting mix, so he switched
them to sphagnum and they took off.
Elaine Ayers, Ohio, found that B. pearcei
seedlings liked high humidity, but did not
like to be too wet. She grew seedlings
under her greenhouse benches, on the
benches in semi-shade kept moist, and on
the benches in deep shade kept very moist.

Several tuberous species set multiple
tubers. Some of these are B. biserrata, B.
boissieri, B. falciloba, and B. ignea. Mabel
Corwin, California, reported that B, U103
sets an especially outsize tuber.

Discussing crested rhizomatous
begonias, Susan Johnston, Oklahoma,
likes the crested types such as B, 'Misty
Meadows', which grows better for her at
the window than under lights. B.
'Munchkin', although supposed to be a
slow grower, is growing well for her. She
also has B. 'Beryl', B. 'Crestabruchii', and
B. 'Essie Hunt', An especially easy one for
Susan which she thinks makes a nice
specimen plant in a short time is B. 'Ricky
Minter'. Sometimes it can be difficult to
grow the crested varieties as the leaves are
of such substance they are prone to split
and break.

If you would like to join a robin-a packet
of letters circulated among begonia lovers­
write for details and a list of flight topics to
Round Robin Director joan Campbell, 814,
NE Honey House Lane, Corvallis, MT 59828.
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Los Angeles International
Fern Society Bookstore

Platycerium Hobbyist's Handbook,
Roy Vail, paperback, many photos,
NEW. S12.95

Fern Growers Manual, Barbara
JO Hoshizaki, paperback, a latter day
classic. S9.00

Ferns to Know and Grow, F. Gordon
Foster, large format, hardcover,
NEW. S22.00

Ferns and Fern Allies, John Mickel,
spiral bound, soft cover. S12.00

Fern lessons, back issues, and many
other titles available.

Add 75< per book for shipping.
California residents add 6% tax.
Make checks payable to LAIF5 and mail
to: Arlene Davis

92 E. Francis Street
Corona, CA 91719

Pacific Horticulture

The color illustrated quarterly
for keen gardeners

$10 a year
1$12 Canada & Mexico,

$14 elsewhere!
P.O. Box 485, Berkeley, CA 94707

.eoonl. Buttercup

. ]
., /

'\ \./
KARTUZ GREENHOUSE

1408 Sunset Dr., Vista, CA 92083
(619) 941·3613

Open Thurs. thm Sun., 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Begonias, gesneriads, flowering tropicals,

in eluding our exclusive introductions.

25th Anniversary Catalog $2.00
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BEGONIAN MINI-ADS

Milliads are $1 per line per illserL ion
wiLh a lninilnum of $4. A ] inc is 36
ChoJfdcLcrs inlluding 11I1Ilcluili ion anrl
spaces. Payment mUSl accompany
order. ~lake checks payable to ABS and
send La Arlene Davis, 923 E. Francis
Rd., Corona, CA 917J9

BEGONIAS and EPISCIAS
Plants and Cuttings. Send 50 cents for
I isting. Wilson's Greenhouse, Route
I, Box 165-4, Ozark, ~IO 65721

AFRICAN VIOLETS, BEGONIAS, GESNERIAlIS,
terrarium and dish garden minis,
cuttings only. Windowsill Gardens,
Box 943, Center floriches, NY 11934.
I.ist 35 cents.

BEGON 1A - BRO~IELIAlIS - VIOLETS
I.ist 50 cents. Open by appointment.
L1,AVllS OF L:REEN NURSERY 3306 ~larzeJ Ie,
1I0uston, TX 77093 - Phone 694-2250

BEGONIAS: TilE CONPLETE REFERENCE GUIlIE
by Ni I dred I.. and Edward .J. Thompson,
384 pages, 850 i. Hust rat i.ons (165 in
color). Culture, history, and
classificalion. $25.00 (jacket price
$37.50) for a limited lime only.
(Shippi.ng incJuded in U.S.) Order
autographed copies from: Thompsons,
P.O.lIrawer PP, Southampton, NY 11968.
Enclose a check for $25.00 or use
Nastercharge or Visa card.

BEGONIAS, CACfI, FERNS, GESNERIAlIS.
List 50c Special 12 Begonias $15.95 pp
Atkinson's Git Rt 2, Box 28, ~1orriJton,

AR 72110. Give us a try.

UNUSUAL BEGONIAS-new Lowe hybr ids.
Rooted/unrooted cuttings. Ccrt. ull
states but lIawaii. Visit during 1985
convention. Show speciaJ 2 in. pots
$1 ill Nursery. List $1. Paul Lowe,
1544 West Rd., I.ake Park, FI. 33403 .

FAIRYLANlI BEGONlAS: Golden Goddess­
pointed & spiraled chartreuse leaves
witll brown markings. Burgundy VeJvet­
medium star burgundy leaves, light
green edges, rhiz. Raspberry
Swirl-double spiral rex, siJver,
raspberry overlay. Cat. $.50. Free
plant with $15 prepaid order.
Woodri[(, FairJyland Carden, 1100
Griffith Rd., NcKinleyvi1le, CA 95521.
839-3034
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The Year of the Cane
Continued from page 34

I really learned this lesson most fully
after our move from southern California to
the Sierra foothills. I had to cut off all of my
canes to a few inches above the soil in
order to pack them in boxes to move. What
is worse, I had to do this in early
September, the peak blooming time in
southern California. What I packed were
dozens of pots, with a few leafless canes
sticking out of the soil. I feared severe loss
due to such drastic pruning. Spring, how­
ever, even in a colder climate, brought new
growth galore, which during that summer
turned into the thickest, fullest, most
beautiful canes I'd ever had! I only lost one
or two during that first cold winter.

Major pruning out of the way, upend
your plant and knock it out of the pol. If
the soil is well filled with roots, move the
plant on to the next size pot, loosening the
root ball a bit and adding fresh soil. Setting
the plant slightly deeper and adding a bit
more soil on top will improve the stability
and encourage even more basal growth. If
the plant does not need transplanting, you
will still want to add a bit of fresh soil to

Francis Michelson
Continued from page 40

Francis and Helen moved to Orange
City, near Orlando, in 1981. After several
setbacks, they are in full swing with their
begonias again. He recently wrote "Last
year I showed Helen how to cross begonias
and she crossed an orange tuberous 'Non
Stop' with B. kellermannii. I planted the
seed, they germinated and grew four
inches high. In December a freeze came
and killed them. It was a disappointment,
but we have had them before. We'll keep
trying to get a fibrous-tuberous cross.
Maybe-someday.' ,

And that is the spirit behind the Miami
Branch, the spirit that made it and keeps it
one of the most successful branches.

Charles Jaros obtained background infor­
mation and photographs from the Miami
Branch's history book for this article.

Volume 52 Morch-April1985

the top. A well-balanced fertilizer should
also be used at this time, to ensure that
new growth is healthy and strong.

If you have been growing indoors or in a
greenhouse for the winter, now is the time
to move your canes outdoors, once danger
of frost is past. Do not, however, make a
sudden drastic change from low light to
nearly full sun. Put them in filtered light,
gradually moving them to higher light
situations, depending on the variety.

Spring is the time, too, to propagate. Any
good cuttings from your pruning spree,
containing good growth nodes, should be
put down right away, and labeled. By
summer you will have virogous new
plants, to grow yourself, to share with
friends, to donate to plant sales.

If you would like to do some "home­
work" on canes, look at the Begonian issues
for February 1980, pages 38 and 39 Ifor
more about pruning) and March 1981. Also
refer to commercial catalogs for descrip­
tions.

In the future we will discuss soil mixes,
summer care, some especially enjoyable
varieties to grow, canes as show plants and
in the garden, a bit of cane history, and fall
and winter care. Meanwhile, grow and
enjoy!

NEW BRANCH FORMATION
If you are interested in forming a branch,

send me the names of neighboring towns
and zip code numbers if you have them. I
will send you all the names of members in
your area along with suggestions on
forming a successful branch. I will also
include names of members who have
recently dropped, for they may be
interested in rejoining if there were a
branch to attend.

I don't care whether you live in the
United States or not. There are potentials
all over. I assure you that I will give you
my attention and assistance. The ABS can
be a much larger, more active group if we
all work together.

Charles Richardson
Branch Relations Director
696 Barsby Street
Vista, CA 92083
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ABS BOARD/January 7, 1985

The board mel all pm at the home of Elda Regimbal.

The Aims and Purposes were read by Secretory Arlene

Davis. The minutes were approved as submitted. The

treasurer reported a balance in the checking and

savings occounts of $34,727.11.
Mabel Corwin, awards committee chairman, soid

thallhe nominations were not coming in, and the dead­

line is February 23rd. The awards committee consists of

Alice Gold, Dorothy Patrick, Juana Curtis, Dorothy

Patrick, Berle Orchard, Kit Jeans, Carrie Karegeonnes.

Pearl Benell reported 232 new members for Novem·

ber-December period. Other reports were received

from Chuck Richardson, Marge lee, Thelma O'Reilly,

Gil Estrada, Muriel Perz, and Phyllis Botes.

Thelma O'Reilly is planning a meeting with a

cammittee to discuss how to proceed with a branch for

members-at-Iorge. She will meet with members-ot­

lorge 01 Miami.

President Bob Ammerman wonts opinions from

members on the possible dues raise. In order to keep

the Begonian at its present status, we will have to raise

dues. It will be discussed at the next board meeting.

The Orange County Branch reported that they were

unable to locate a suitable place to hold a regional

show and annual meeting at the time required.

Sacramento Branch indicated that they would be

willing to host it at the time of the branch show.

Appointments approved by the board include lorra

Almstedt, library; Juana Curtis, circulation manager.

lellers were read from Douglas Hahn and E. l.
McKinley.

We welcome the Alamo Branch to the ABS.

The next board meeting is schedule for Saturday,

March 23, 1985 at 1 pm at Quail Gardens in the Ecke

Building. (Take freeway 1-5 to Encinitas Blvd., go east

about one mile, turn left; follow signs.)

Arlene Davis, secrefory

i
Join the NATIONAL

FUCHSIA SOCIETY
MEMBERSHIP $12.00 per year

includes monthly FUCHSIA FAN
"The New A to Z on Fuchsias," a softcover book,
$9.95 plus $1.00 shipping (residents odd 60<: tax)

Moil to: Notionol Fuchsio Society, Depl. B
11019 Benfield Ave., Downey, CA 90241

UPCOMING DATES
New York Flower Show, March 20-24,

by the Horticultural Society of New York,
50th Street Hudson River Exhibition Pier.
Begonia classes will be judged.

Riverside Flower Show, April 20-21, at
Raincross Mall, Riverside Calif. Rubidoux
Branch will have a display. Booth for sale
of begonias.
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IN MEMORIAM
Lola Price of Laurel Springs, NJ, was a

charter member of the Elsa Fort Branch.
She was instrumental in drafting the
constitution and bylaws of the branch
formed in 1960. Lola was the first elected
secretary and remained in that position
until 1982.

A graduate of the University of Pennsyl­
vania in botany, she was a teacher until her
retirement in 1952. Lola's avid interest in
begonias made her a valuable member,
and her knowledge, thoughtfulness and
humor will be missed.

Master Gardener Maurice Kane, a
founding member of the Monterey Branch,
died on December 8, 1984. He supported
the branch with enthusiasm and many
plants through the years as co-chairman,
chairman, and recently as honorary chair­
man. He gave the branch much good
advice, particularly about tuberous
begonias, which prompted Dr. Lockridge
to name a special begonia for him-the one
that appeared on the September 1984
Begonian.

Elsie Joyce was a member of the Glen­
dale Branch for more than 25 years. She
served as president of the branch in 1960,
1961, and 1969. She served as national
representative for the branch for
numerous years. She died December 12,
1984 at the age of 94 after a lengthy illness.

In The Pink
With Begonias

annual show and sale

March 23 and 24
Will Rogers Gorden Center

Oklahoma City

~~~The Barkley Branch

The Begonian



AMERICAN BEGONIA SOCIETY
Founded Jonuory 1932 by Herbert P. Dyckmon

ABS AIMS AND PURPOSES
TO stimulate and promote interest in begonias and other

shade-loving plants.
TO encourage the introduction and developmen1 of new

types of these plants.
TO standardize the nomenclature of begonias.
TO gather and publish informotion in regard to kinds,

propagation and culture of begonias and companion
plants.

TO issue a bulletin which will be moiled to all members of
the society.

TO bring into friendly contact all who love and grow
begonias.

ABS SERVICES
These services are available to all ASS members. For
names and address of deportment heads and other
officers, see inside front cover. Include a self-addressed,
stamped envelope when you write.

AT-LARGI MIMBIRS-Services for members who don't
belong to branches are handled by the members-at-large
director. Contact her for details. If you are interested in
finding a bronch or starting one in your area, contact the
branch relations director for help.

BIGONIAN BACK ISSUIS - Individual copies of the
Begonian more than a year old ore available from the
Bookstore for 51, 56/full year. Back issues less than a
year old are ordered from the membership secretory for
52 each.
BOOKSTORI- Books on begonias and related subiects can
be purchased mail-order from the bookstore manager.
Contact her for a list of books available. The bookstore
also sells reproductions of antique begonia prints and
other items.

Growing Begonias. Eric Caflerall, 1984. Hard

Cover $\5.00

Begonias: 1980. Japanese text by H. Arakawa

with 43\ excellent color photos. $23 paperback.

Begonias in Color. Text by Yuji Murotani, color

photographs by Hideaki Talsumi, with English

translation $12.50.

ABS Show & Convention Guide. compiled by

Thelma O'Reilly $2.50 incl. postage and handling.

Buxton Check List. Reprints of original and
supplements $20.

Les Begonia. Charles Chevalier's classic 1938
study of the begonia family translated by
Alva Graham from the French in 1975.
Illustrated. $5 paperback.

Pamphlets. Begonias from Seed, 35 cents
each, with book order 25 cents. Cu Iture of
Begonias, 75 cents each, with book order 50
cents.

Begonian binders. Hold one year's worth.
No repunching. Block. $5.25 each.

JUDGING DIPARTMINT - The judging deportment offers
a course by mail with which you con learn to become on
accredited begonia show iudge (510.) Also available are a
booklet on point scoring ( 52. ), the old (unofficial)
classification booklet ($2), information on fuchsia and
fern judging, and other requirements to become a judge.
Add 51 for postage and handling to all orders and 6% tax
for California residents.

LIBRARY - Books about begonias and gardening moy be
borrowed by moil from the lending library. Contact the
librarian for a list of books and the procedure.

NOMINCLATURI- The nomenclature deportment moni­
tors newly published findings on begonia names 05 well as
handling official international registration of new begonia
cultivars. Registrations are published in The Begonian.

QUISTION BOX - Send begonia-growing questions to
Mabel Corwin, 1119 lama Vista Way, Vista, CA 92083.
You'll get a prompt answer ond Mabel will use questions
of general interest in her Begonian column.

RISIARCH - The research deportment conducts projects
periodically. The department olso has other activities,
including the review of requests for ABS backing of out·
side projects. For details, contact the director.

ROUND ROBINS-Members exchange information about
begonias and their culture through a packet of letters
which circulates omong a small group of growers. There
are dozens of these pockets-coiled flights-on mony
specialized subjects. To join one or more, contact the
round robin director.

SliD FUND - The Clayton M. Kelly Seed Fund offers seeds
of begonia species and cultivars by mail. New offerings
are listed in the Begonian. Donations of seed are encour­
aged. Please contact the seed fund director.
SLiDllIBRART -A series of slide shows on begonias and
begonia growing can be borrowed by mail for showing at
meetings and seminars. New shows are under prepara­
tion. Contact the slide librarian for fee information.

SPIAKiRS BURIAU - The speakers bureau maintains a
directory of speakers on begonias and related subjects.
Contact the director.

ABS Bookstore
Begonia. Misono, 1974. Japanese text with
302 good color photos identified in English.
$30 hard cover. (English translation with no
photos. $5.50 paperback. Order both for
$34.)

Ferns. How to identify and grow 84 common
ferns. Color photos. $4.50.

Mother Nature's Secrets for Thriving Indoor
Plants. Fundamentals of indoor gardening.
Color photos and information on 341 house
plants. $5.

All prices include shipping. California
residents odd 6% sales tax. Send check or
money order in U.S. currency payable to
American Begonia SOCiety.

Bobbie West, Manager
6073 De La Vista
Rubidoux, CA 9251::fi



ANTONELLI BROTHERS
2545 Capitala Read

SANTA CRUZ, CALIFORNIA 95060

22-page color catalog $1.00

BEGONIAS

REX BEGONIA SEED

RUDOLF ZIESENHENNE
$1.00 per pkt plus 20/0 postage

Calif. residents add 6°0 Sales Tax
1130 NORTH MILPAS STREET

SANTA BARBARA, CALI FeRN IA 93103

BEGONIAS, GERANIUMS, EXOTICS
FERNS, OXALIS, CACTI, HERBS

New Full Color COloI09-$3.00

LOGEE'S GREENHOUSES
Dept. B, 55 North St., Danielson, CT 06239

Join the NATIONAL
FUCHSIA SOCIETY

MEMBERSHIP $9.00 per year
includes monthly FUCHSIA FAN

"The New A 10 Z on Fuchsias," a soheover book,
$9.95 plus SI.QO shiopinQ (residents add 60c lax)

Moil 10: Norional FuchslO Society, Depl. B
11019 Benfield Ave., Downey, CA 90241

American Begonia Society
P. O. Box 1129
Encinitas, CA 92024-0990

Address correction requested

SPOONITR
"GETS THINGS GROWING!"
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