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NOTES/From the editors

Miscellaneous musings from "A
Seaside Rendezvous," the Sept. 4-7
ABS convention in Long Beach, Calif.
(more details next month):

There were doubts in some quarters
about the likelihood of success this
year because planning was late getting
under way, the hotel was being less
than full y cooperative, and, for the
first time in recent memory, no branch
was hosting.

The doubts evaporated like the last
wisps of sunlight over the horizon as
Jean Natter, an at-large member from
Long Beach, proved that a good con­
vention and show chairman need be
neither experienced nor well known
among ABS leaders.

The "hospitality room," a suite for
participants to retreat to between
main events, was hospitable indeed.

This was due in large part to the
generosity of several local members,
who provided home-baked goodies
for nibbling, and Joan Coulat of Sac­
ramento, who donated a large supply
of first-class liquid refreshment.

Everybody attending the Saturday
night banquet walked away with a
special gift-begonia notepaper de­
signed by grower-artist Kit Jeans of
Tennessee. Kit attended the conven-
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tion, presented a hybridizing seminar
-and provided the notepaper, which
she usually sells at her Gift Horse
Greenhouse in New Johnsonville.

Figures for the main plant sale are
not yet compiled, but we can report
with gratification that more than $500
was raised at the special sale of newly
collected Philippine and South Pacific
species held to benefit The Begonian.

These plants, provided by Martin
Johnson of Redwood City, Calif.,
should make for interesting reports in
coming years as they mature. Mean­
while, we're mulling what to do with
the windfall, and will let you know as
soon as we decide and get approval
from ABS directors.

And in Sacramento, where the
Sacramento Branch had its annual
show and sale Aug. 23, the judges'
luncheon, with multi-Iayared gelatin
desserts and an apple sculptured into
a bird, was as gorgeous as it was
delicious.

The branch's cooks must be getting
inspiration from Joan Coulat's hus­
band Paul, a prominent French chef.
Paul, incidentally, won a rosette in the
show with a planting in a burl-his
first-ever entry in a begonia show.

-CA. & K.B.
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Photos/Karen Bartholomew

jeans's list, I was surprised to be re­
minded that I have at one time or an­
other grown many of the curled and
crested rhizomatous cultivars.

. In my opinion, B. 'Madame Queen'
is the most charming of these crested
begonias. (See the cover.) The very
large coppery leaves have lighter green
veins radiating from the center and
are deeply frilled and ruffled on the
edges. When well grown, it is simply
magnificent. The pink flowers are
merely icing on the cake.

Another of my favorites with very
large frilled leaves was B. 'Ricky Min­
ter' with light yellow-bronze leaves.
This was once in my collection and
so was the popular B. 'Crestabruchii'
with light green leaves, rosy stems and
pink flowers. Although it makes an
excellent basket plant, I grew ir in a
large pot.

B. 'Beryl', given me by its originator,

Begonias with frills-all those crested cultivars
Elda Haring

Elda Haring is on the mend following a
productive visit to a California clinic in
August. She receives mail at P.O. Box 236,
Flat Rock, NC 28731.

264 The Begonian



Ruth Stanley, grew in my fluorescent
light garden for years. The bronzy
green leaves with frilled edges had
tiny pink hairs on the margin. It was
always compact-growing and a great

JOY·
B. manicata aureo-maculata crispa

was long a favorite, too. The leaves
of this one are quite succulent with
creamy yellow and white splotches
and typical curled edges. It is a be­
gonia that would immediately catch
the eye of the casual visitor who would
not know a begonia from a philoden­
dron. I do not recall ever having grown
B. manicata crispa, the non-variegated
version.

When we moved from our Con­
necticur home ro the mountains of
North Carolina, an agonizing decision
had to be made. Many of my plants
had to be given away. Those crested
ones in my collection that had grown B. 'Ricky Minter'

B. 'Crestabruchii' Photo/Bob Maltuket
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B. 'Green Queen'

to specimen size were sacrificed. Nev­
ertheless, gradually over the past seven
years, a few of the newer crested va­
rieties have crept into my greenhouse
and fluorescent light garden here.

Although I do not consider them
truly "crested," I have both B. 'Cathe­
dral' and B. 'Fiji Islands' with oddly
curled leaves. The leaves of B. 'Cathe­
dral' are much larger than those of B.
'Fiji Islands' and not so tightly twisted.
They do not have the lettuce leaf edges
on their margins. However, I like to

keep rhese for comparison and to
show visitors.
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Drawings/Kit Jeans

B. 'Munchkin'

B. 'Hira'

B. 'Essie Hunt' is a favorite of mine.
It is outstanding with deep green
leaves, red veins radiating from the
center and is lightly crested on the
edge. I find it difficult to keep a large
one because visitors always want
leaves and cuttings of this gorgeous
cultivar. (See The Begonian, May
1980.)

Recently I received a leaf of B. 'Hiro'
for propagation. The large silvery
green leaves have a lightly frilled edge
and a rosy streak on the back of the
leaf. Even small plantlets grown from
wedges have the typical wavy edges.

The Begonian



B. 'Oliver Twist'

This seems to be the only one with
white flowers, all the others blooming
pink.

Another very lovely new one is B.
'Munchkin' with leaves of reddish
bronze and very heavily ruffled. An­
other, B. 'Oliver Twist', sounds diffi­
cult to resist-bronzy green leaves,
spotted pink veins and white hairs on
the margin.

B. 'Green Queen', which has green
leaves with a pink ruffled and frilled
edge, sounds delightful. A new one
that might be worth having is B.
'Moonstone' with light brown leaves
covered with white hairs and having
the typical ruffled edges, as well as B.
'Muddy Waters' with green and brown
marbled leaves.

Another, B. 'Nagre', is interesring
with green leaves, reddish veins and
crested margin. (It is virtually indistin­
guishable from B. 'Essie Hunt'.) Others
I have seen listed but for which I can
find no adequate descriptions are B.
'Don Jean', B. 'Pauli', B. 'Manacris',
B. 'Madrid', B. 'Star Chest', and B.
'Whirly Curly'.

Most of these crested rhizomatous
begonias are quite easy to grow. They
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Photo/Karen Bartholomew

must be kept on the dry side during
their resting period which in most sec­
tions of the country is during winter.
They need proper pinching and prun­
ing to keep them within bounds and
may be grown as basket plants but
are just as attractive in pots if prop­
erly cared for.

They will propagate from single leaf
cuttings, wedges, and rhizomes. Some
of them, particularly my own B. 'Bun­
chii', often will not show the frilled
edges from cuttings until the plant
approaches mature size.

Although I always grow my bego­
nias in a mix that contains some top­
soil, Thave seen many crested cultivars
growing in packaged potting mixes or
soilless mixes.

Feeding and watering during the
growing season are important to keep
them in good health.

If they grow too large for your
space, they may be root pruned by
cutting off one-third of the root ball,
replacing in the same size pot with
fresh potting mix in the bottom. The
leaves likely will not grow as large as
usual but will be spectacular and give
you much pleasure.
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The perianth of Begonia flowers
Denis Barahe

Subsequent to the article by A. 1.
Baranov (The Begonian, July 1979) on
flower and fruit characters of B. rox­
burghii, I would like to make some
remarks on the perianth of Begonia
flowers in general and on that of B.
handelii Irmscher flowers in particular.
Baranov wrote about the flowers of
Begonia:

Another thing which seems to need ex­
planation is that at the time of de Can­
dolle botanists considered Begonia flow­
ers as dichlamydeous, i.e., having both
calyx and corolla. Hence, de Candolle
describes separately "sepals" and "pet­
als," while modern botanists consider Be­
gonia flowers as monochlamydeolls, i.e.,
having only one whorl of petianth parts
which are termed as "tepals" (page 166).

However, according to what Gau-
thier wrote in his 1950 study of the
inferior ovary in the genus Begonia,
rhe principal aurhors who worked on
this genus differed in their intetpreta­
tions of the nature of the perianth
parts of the flower:

The petianth parts of the pistillate Bego­
nia flower have been designated in vari­
ous ways. Klotzsch (1855): "petals"; De
Candolle, in Prodomlls (1864): "Lobi
(sepala, vel sepala et petala)"; Bentham &
Hooker (1867): "perianrhii segmenta" or
"perianrhii foliola"; Warburg (1894), in
the first edition of Pflallzellfamilien:
"Bliitenhiilleblarrer"; Irmscher (1925), in
rhe second edition of Pflanzenfamiliell:
"tepals"; Smirh and Schubert (1946):
"tepals"; Saunders (1925a, 1925b, etc.):
"sepals"; Bugnon (1926): "sepales" (page
22).

Gauthier, for his part, considers the
perianth parts of the pistillate flowers
that he studied as sepals; they are ex­
tensively vascularized and are not ster-

This is Denis Barabe's first cOlltributioll to
The Begonian. He is a botaNist at the Mon­
treal Botmzic Garden, 4101 est, rue Sher~

brooke. MOil/real, P.Q. Canada HIX 2B2.
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ile stamens. However, he doesn't want
to prejudge thereby the nature of the
perianth parts of the pistillate flower
in all species of Begonia, nor those of
the staminate flowers. More recently,
Kalmbacher (1971) wrote that Bego­
nia flowers have both sepals and petals
and Sporne (1977) mentioned a peri­
anth differentiated as sepals and petals
in the species B. gralldis ssp. elJansiana.
To solve this problem, I think that it
is not sufficient to consider only the
external morphology to determine if
a flower is monochlamydeous or di­
chlamydeous; it is also necessary to

study the vascularization, as will be
shown in the following example.

I studied the vascularization of the
pistillate flower of Begonia handelii
Irmscher. This species, like B. rox­
burghii, belongs to the section Sphe­
nanthera. The pistillate flower of B.
handelii possesses four stigmas, a four­
celled ovary and a perianth formed by
two decussate dimerous whorls (figure
1). There are no wings on the ovary.
The parts of the external whorl are
3 cm. long and 2.5 em. broad; those
of the internal whorl are 1.5 em. long
and 0.5 Clll. broad.

The analysis of serial sections from
different levels in the flower shows

Figure 1: Pistillate flower of B. handelii. P,
petal; s, sepal; st, stigma.

The Begonian
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that each part of the external whorl
receives five to eight vascular bundles
(5), depending on the specimen stud­
ied. Along the ovary wall, the peri­
anth bundles are united with the car­
pellary bundles (/ and d). The section
depicted in figure 2A passes at the
level of insertion into rhe sepals. One
can distinguish the perianth bundles
(5 and p), the lateral (/), dorsal (d)
and ventral (v) carpellary bundles, and
the base of the styles. Higher, above
the level of insertion of the sepals, the
base of the perianth parts of the sec­
ond whorl becomes visible (figure 2B).
Bur, contrary to the parts of the first
whorl, those of the second whorl re­
ceive just one vascular strand (p). This
srrand ramifies after it enters into the
petal.

From these observations it appears
that the flower of B. handelii is dichla­
mydeous in Malchior's sense (1964),
i.e., having two whorls of perianrh
parts. Bur the flower is also hetero­
chlamydeous, because it has a double
perianth differentiated as both calyx
and corolla.

In angiosperms with a perianth, the
petals, which habitually are distin­
guished from the sepals by their color,
possess generally a simple enough
vascular system. They receive just one
vascular trace, which goes through the
blade without any ramification. In
fact, "the vascular system may consist
of one or several large veins and a sys­
tem of small veinlets" (Esau, 1950;
p. 537). Bur in the flowers of B. hal1­
delii the simplification of the vascular
system is not very pronounced, and
the petals receive one vascular bundle
which divides early. The important
fact is that each petal receives JUSt one
vascular strand from the central axis
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while each sepal receives between five
and eight.

This type of petal vascularization
also occurs in the male flower of Hille­
brandia sandwicensis, a primitive spe­
cies of Begoniaceae (Gauthier and
Arros, 1963). In Hillebrandia, each
petal generally receives just one vas­
cular strand, which may ramify in the
distal parr of the petal. The ramifica­
tion occurs in the base of the petal
when it has a very short proximal part.
Elsewhere in Hillebrandia even the
stamens show variations in their vas­
cularization. In the long stamens,
which approach the classical stamen,
there is normally just one bundle. But
in the dumpy stamens, it happens that
the vascular system ramifies: the vas­
cular bundle, in the filament, divides
in two or three branches.

In conclusion, the study of the vas­
cular system shows that the perianth
of B. handelii possesses both sepals
(peta/oid sepals) and petals. There­
fore, in the genus Begonia both mono­
chlamydeous and heterochlamydeous
flowers can be found.
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Ghosts, goblins, pumpkins, and
witches greeted me at the Santa Bar­
bara Branch meeting last October
when I presented "Bewitching Bego­
nias." Although it isn't of ghostly con­
tent, I shared the following "spooky"
begonia story.

About three years ago Barbara
Philip accompanied Rudolf and Mar­
garet Ziesenhenne to San Diego when
Rudy presented a program on new
cultivars to the San Miguel Branch.
The prolific Thelma O'Reilly, whose articles
appear frequently ill The Begollian, was
speechless for the first tIme III hIstory when
she was announced as the winner of the Eva
Kellworthy Gray award at the ABS COIWe/1­

tioll Sept. 6. She lives at 10942 Sunray Place,
La Mesa, CA 92041.

B. 'Bewitched', a
The/rna O'Reilly

Halloween mystery
One of the begonias Rudy displayed

and discussed was a new B. rex cultivar
created by Barbara Philip, B. 'Cora­
zon Rojo'. Imagine my delight when
Barbara presented me a small plant of
this beautiful begonia-Branch Presi­
dent Dennis Torzeski received one,
too.

It was easy to watch the progress of
my new begonia because it was the
only plant in my collection growmg m
a clay pot. I was tempted to repot It
but we were in the middle of the ramy
season and I feared losing it.

By the time this begonia was a year
old, I was puzzled because it had not
developed the outstanding red heart
of B. 'Corazon Rojo'. A visit to Dennis
Torzeski's garden confirmed my grow-

Photo/Thelma O'Reilly

B. 'Bewitched
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ing fears that my plant was not B.
'Corazon Rojo'. Bewildered, I returned
home, rechecked the label (it still read
B. 'Corazon Rojo'). and called Bar­
bara. She had no logical answer with­
out seeing the plant.

I decided to propagate and watch
the results. Two leaves rooted quickly
and developed into plants exactly like
the mother plant. By now, the original
plant from Barbara had matured into
a distinct begonia of subtle beauty.

A visit to Santa Barbara last OCto­

ber was my first opportunity to show
Barbara mature leaves of the begonia
"without a name." I am still not sure
who was most shocked when Barbara
looked at the leaves and said "I never
saw them before!" Although she had
never seen these leaves before, she had
potted a small begonia, labeled it, and
given it to me in a clay pot. After much
discussion Barbara and I concluded

~~ i1'MtltaiU
by Alice M. Clark
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my plant was one of her numerous
unnamed B. rex seedlings.

After sharing this "mystery" with
the Santa Barbara Branch on Hallow­
een, I asked the members to name
the begonia. Rudy suggested B. 'Be­
witched' and the name was approved
unanimously.

Begonia 'Bewitched' is a jewel of
unknown parentage. Young leaves are
metallic silver flushed rose-pink with
a blackish-burgundy center and bor­
der. As leaves mature, the rose-pink
color deepens into rose-red with a
metallic sheen and gradually covers
the leaf surface except for a few scat­
tered patches of silver and rhe dark
center and border.

Measuring 12 inches by 7.0 inches,
the shallowly lobed, assymetrical
leaves are non-spiralled and ovate,
gradually narrowing into such slen­
der, long apices that caution must be
used when handling them. Some leaves
are slightly rippled, while others are
nearly folded. Texture is crisp and
surface is puckered. Sturdy petioles
are 8-9 inches and brownish-red with
scattered silver hairs.

It is a full, compact plant with a
creeping rhizome. Because of the abun­
dance of crisp, large leaves, I have to

help the young leaves free themselves
or they are caught undernearh rhe foli­
age and become distorted. It has not
bloomed to date.

Mildew and pests (including snails
and slugs) are not attracted to this
begonia. It is easy to grow and propa­
gates quickly from leaf cuttings. I rec­
ommend ir highly for beginners,

I am delighted wirh rhis bewitching
begonia bur will nor be a bit surprised
to enter the greenhouse one day and
find my plants of B. 'Bewitched' have
turned back into B. 'Corazon Rojo'.

The Begonian



How to cut your greenhouse fuel bill
David Atkinson

The easiest way to chop dollars off
your fuel bill is to tighten up your
greenhouse. You can start by caulking
around the foundation. Put weather
stripping around the door and all
vents. These two things cost very little
but can save you several dollars.

Lower the thermostat to 55 or 60
degrees F. Put sensitive plants by your
beater or enclose tbem in a plastic tent
with heating cable. Heat at 60 degrees
until 10 p.m. or midnight then at 40
degrees until morning. Research has
shown that plants don't suffer at this
low temperature for part of the night.

Utilizing double layer plastic you
can achieve a 40% reduction in heat­
ing cost. Or line your greenhouse with
4 mil plastic sheeting. To attach, use
duct tape in metal houses and card­
board strips stapled to the wood in
wood greenhouses.

Double doors stop drafts and leaks
when you enter a greenhouse. Two-by
fours and plastic make a simple double
door entry.

Place barrels of water in the green­
house. The water will store heat during
the day and radiate it back out during
the night. Barrels with benches built
over them will still work as solar
collectors without decreasing usable
space in the greenhouse. We use gallon
milk jugs around the inside edge of the
greenhouse, under the benches.

The north wall, usually the coldest
part of the greenhouse, can be insul­
ated with styrofoam sheets covered

David Atkinson, owner of Atkil1son's Green­
house at Rt. 2, Box 28, Morrilton, AR 72110,
sells begonias~ ferns, and cacti.
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with aluminum foil without decreas­
ing light.

Bales of hay placed around the out­
side, especially the north and west
sides, prevent heat loss.

Close your greenhouse early in the
afternoon. If closed when the temper­
ature drops to 80 degrees, the floor,
pots, and walls will store heat to be
released at night.

If you are planning to build a new
greenhouse consider the following:

Trench greenhouses have less wall
space to lose heat. Also earth around
the outside will radiate some heat back
into the greenhouse.

Greenhouses should be as square as
possible. A 20 by 20 foot greenhouse
has the same area as one 10 by 40 feet,
but the square house has 20% less wall
space to radiate our expensive heat.

Consider wood heaters if wood is
available cheaply. Infrared units are
also good because just the soil and
plants are heated, not the air. A lean­
to greenhouse attached to the south
wall, especially if it is brick or rock,
will store heat during the day and
slowly release it at night.

"Solar greenhouses" have well-insu­
lated north, west, and east walls. Only
the south wall and roof are covered
with fiberglass. Even the floor can be
insulated. The north wall is usually
covered with aluminum foil to reflect
light.

With less wall space, good insula­
tion, and tight construction, a "solar
greenhouse" will hold a temperature
40 to 45 degrees above that outside.

And besides saving money, you'll
be a patriotic energy conservationist.
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warm.
Linda Kirik, Ontario, used the same

lighting schedule to reduce the need
for supplemental heat. Regardless of
when you burn your lights, it is im­
portant to lengthen the dark period to

bring on flowering.
Mary Harbaugh, Wisconsin, re­

duced daylengrh to 10-12 hours in
winter and was rewarded with profuse
bloom on her rhizomatous begonias.
Douglas Hahn, Ohio, offers the fol­
lowing explanation: "Reducing winter
light time under fluorescents and cur­
tailment of fertilizer keeps the bego­
nias from being stressed into trying to

grow when their biological timeclocks
want them to rest."

o
Windowsill growers also have win­

tertime worries. Simply bringing in a
collection that has summered out­
doors can be a mind-boggling job!
Agnes Hodgson, Pennsylvania, finds
the chore made easier by tiered
benches which can be taken down and
reassembled indoors.

Mary Harbaugh cautions indoor
growers against overwatering when
rooms get cold at night. And Betty
Davenport, Washington, reminds us
to move begonias away from heat
registers when winter comes.

o
Winter brings changes in growing

schedules. Jo Jordan, Mississippi, re­
ceived some cuttings in the fall. She
rooted them by various methods, bur

jan Clark

ROUND ROBINS/ How members deal with cold weather

Eugenia Lyon, Ohio, found that her
flora-cart was getting too cold at night,
so she wrapped the whole thing in 4­
mil plastic sheeting and ran the lights
at night instead of during the day.
Heat from the ballasts kept the cart

The cool nights of fall bring on new
concerns for begonia growers. We all
worry about losing a collection to

winter's cold.
Kingsley Langenberg, lIlinois, suf­

fered JUSt such a disaster one winter
night when the temperature outSide
was near zero-and his greenhouse
heater failed. Most of his plants were
frozen solid. Wirh the kind of opti­
mism that only a dedicated hobbyist
can muster, he comments:

"I've recovered from rhe shock now
and look back on the experience as a
very educational one." Here are some
of the things he learned.

o A temperature alarm is an essen­
tial part of a greenhouse in the mid­
west.

o A fan helps prevent frost damage
in a greenhouse. Many of the begonias
in the airstream from the fan survIved;
among them were B. rex, B. hemsley­
ana, and a B. lubbersii cutting. .

o Hairy-leaved begonias surVived
better than all others-probably due
to their "fur coats" which trapped a
layer of insulating air next to their
leaves.

o Some survived because they hap­
pened to be dry at the time. Their cells
probably had a higher salt content
than their water-swelled neighbors­
sort of like antifreeze in their cells.

o
Fluorescent light growers share

some tips for winter growing:

Jan Clark is round r.o~i1.1 reporter;
Tnformation about 101m"${ a robm-:-a packet
01 letters circulated among bego1llC1 IOf/eTs­
is available from Mary Harballgh, rOlllld
robill director. Write to her at Rt. 4, Box
34.1, Shawallo, W154166.
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found that, regardless of method, they
all "put themselves on hold" until
spnng.

However, Texas is the exception
that proves the rule, for Mae Blanton
and Bob Hamm assert that cuttings
and seedlings do best there in the cool
parts of the year; propagation is nearly
impossible in the sttess of summer
hear.

G. Art Sackenruther, California,
who grows magnificent epiphyllums
along with his begonias, reminds fel­
low robins that these plants need a
rest in winter to set flower buds. He
also recolllmends a high-phosphorus
and potassium fertilizer during the
growing season to promote bioolll.

D
One of the great joys in begonia

growing is getting seeds-either by
swap or by ordering from the Clayton
M. Kelly Seed Fund. But joy can rurn
into bitter disappointment if the seeds
have been crushed. Postal cancelling
machines are the usual culprit. In a
recent robin, Mabel Corwin, Califor­
nia, shares this personal experience:

"I send seeds to Joy Porter (Seed
Fund director). I take them to the post
office and see that they hand cancel
so it doesn't go through the machines.
Joy sent one envelope back to me to
show that it was machine cancelled in
San Diego. My husband took it to the
post office and asked them about it.
They got their heads together and said
it had gone through two other cancell­
ing machines on the way. The small
letters stamped on the back of the en­
velope told them this. It has to do with
going from one zip code to another.
They said they don't know of any way
to prevent this. So I feel that some of
our seeds are damaged in the mails."

D
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In puzzling over begonia names,
many growers wonder what to call rex
and other seedlings. Pat Maley, Cali­
fornia, gives a definitive answer:

"Only species come true from seed
. . . aII the rexes are hybrids (other
than the original B. rex). The only way
to propagate a named hybrid is vegeta­
tively ... from leaves or cuttings. Seed­
lings of a hybrid can never be called
by the name of the parent, even if
selfed, for the genes are mixed and
they will not be alike. All too often
someone has grown seedlings from a
named plant, put the name of the par­
ent plant on the seedlings, and shared
with others, resulting in several plants
out under the name of the parent ...
incorrectly ... and adding to the con­
fusion of begonia nomenclature."

Ruth Ihara, District of Columbia,
cites the example of B. 'Cleopatra':
experts believe that the reason B.
'Cleopatra' from different sources var­
ies so widely is that people ha ve grown
plants from B. 'Cleooatra' seed and

Please turn to page 286

··· .. ···OFFER EXTENDED .. ··· .. ·

.. Schultz -Instant"

FerilllZer

'I. teaspoon
per gallon
water grows
vegetables,
flowers. roses.
trees, shrubs.
lawns, every­
thing for yard
& garden.

The patented "on·clogging "Mixerafor n Yard
GUll makes application easy on large orcas.

Available at your store or send $7.95 with thiS
ad for 5 Ibs Schultz Fertilizer plus a $2.95
"Mixeralor" Free. (Estate Size 25 Ibs with
2 "Mixerators" $30.00). Free delivery
Extended. limited offer Immediate shipment

Schultz Company
Dept. ABS 11730 Northline, 51. LOUIS, MO 63043
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GR.OWING FROM SEED/ A "light" method

Doug Frost

My wife Goldie and I have done a
lot of hybridizing and, in the process,
have developed a dependable way to
gtOW from seed. Once tried, it becomes
routine and proves quite simple.

First, take 2-inch square plastic pots,
fill halfway with coarse perlite, and top
with a mixture of finely ground peat
moss' and vermiculite. We use the
product called Lite-Gro. Wet it thor­
oughly and pack it down tightly.

Scatter the seed thinly on top of the
mix. Place the pots in a plastic shoe­
box or sweater box and fill the box to
a depth of one-half inch with distilled
water to which a few drops of vitamin
B-1 has been added.

Put each box on a heating cable at
70 degrees F. and about 12 inches from
fluorescent lights overhead. Turn on
the lights and leave them on 24 hours
a day.

We usually have complete germina­
tion in seven to 14 days, depending on
the cultivar or species and viability of
the seed. When germination is com­
plete, drain off water and put the cov­
ered box back under the round-the­
clock lights.

At this point, start foliar feeding
every second day. Use an ordinary
hand spray borrle, misring rhe planrs
wirh a half-strength solution of high­
phosphorus fertilizer. We use Plant
Marvel (12-31-14). The phosphorus
encourages development of a good
root system and a stocky, robust plant.

When a plant develops its fourth
leaf, transplant to another covered box

Doug Frost, longtime begonia hybridizer and
ABS member, 10622 Tea! Dr., Cardell Crove
CA 92640, guest wrote this month's cohml1;
for Joy Porter.
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containing an inch of rhe Lite-Gro
mix. We usually take them up in small
clumps of three to six plants.

As plants become large enough to

separate, transplant singly to another
box of Lite-Gro.

Two ro three weeks larer, rhey will
be large enough to harden off. Now is
rhe time to turn off the fluorescent
lights-finally.

To harden off the plants, slide the
lid back an inch on the first day. In­
crease the exposure to outside air each
day until by the fifth or sixth day you
can remove the lid. Now the plants can
be potted up.

This procedure derives from rhe best
points of numerous others we've tried
and abandoned. We have no damping
off, algae, or botrytis, and virtually
zero mortality, even after rransplant­
mg.

We don't have a greenhouse, but use
our enclosed patio which we heat in
winter. [n Garden Grove, Calif., it is
hot and dry the test of the year.

While some growers have reported
difficulty in getting B. ebolowensis
seedlings to live, we experienced 100
per cent survival with our system.

Seedlings of most tuberous species
will produce flowers in six months
from seed. We sowed B. rhopalocarpa,
B. manni, and B. sharpeana in June and
all had been transplanted once by late
July. B. pattlla, sowed at the same time
was ready for potting. '

PACIFIC HORTICULTURE
a magazine about

plants and gardens of the west.
Quarterly, U.S. $6, Foreign $7

Hall of Flowers, Golden Gate Park
San Francisco, CA 94122
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SEED FUND/Palm-like B. luxurial1S

Joy Porter, director, Clayton M. Kelly Seed Fund

OT 1 - B. luxurians: An aristocratic shrub-like species found in Brazil in 1848
with palm-like, compound leaves, and a crown of smaller leaflets at the
sinus. Not easy to grow, but an eye-catcher if you succeed. Chances of
success better from seed than acclimating an established plant.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . per pkt. 1.00
OT 2 - B. albia: Supply limited. Contributed by Thelma O'Reilly, who was in­

strumental in discovering that a hybrid has been grown under the par­
ent's name for more than 40 years (see Begonian, January 1978). If you
think the hybrid is lovely (maple-shaped leaves, iridescent, with glowing
red reverse). wait until you see the species. .. . per pkt. 1.00

OT 3 - B. mazae: A lovely trailing, scan dent species found in Mexico in 1947
and described by Rudolf Ziesenhenne. Round leaves with a tiny, pointed
tail, bronze-green, white sinus, and red-brown markings along veins.
Deep red underneath. Grow fairly dry, with perfect drainage. Pink
flowers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. per pkt. 1.00

OT 4 - B. gehrtii: Small supply, but this beautiful rhizomatous with distinctive
foliage has not been offered since February 1977. The bubbly leaf texture
has caused it to be mistaken for B. paulensis. See picture labeled "un­
identified species," November 1974 Begonian, page 280... per pkt. 1.00

The following seeds (OT 5 to 9) were collected by Scott Hoover in South America
on his recent expedition. These seedlings seem to perish in high temperatures,
so fall sowing is preferable.
OT 5 - #235: Horned fruit species from cloud forest near Santander, Colombia.

Damp, cool, shady location. . . per pkt. 1.00
OT 6 - #257: Unknown shrub from road to Villavincencio, Colombia, elevation

4,600 feet.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . per pkt. 1.00
OT 7 - #275: Unknown herbaceous type from area above Palman, Choco, Co-

lombia. Spots on immature leaves. Very interesting per pkt. 1.00
OT 8 - #312: Unknown species from area above Tena, Ecuador. .. per pkt. 1.00
OT 9 - #324: Unknown horned fruit species from area above La Palma, Ecuador.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . per pkt. 1.00
OT 10 - B. dietrichiana: Shrub-like species with narrow, pointed leaves, V2" x

2", lightly serrate and attractively red-edged. The stems of the much­
branched plant are a shining, succulent red, with white flower clusters
at tips of new growth. . per pkt. .50

OT 11 - B. unknown species from Peru. Related to B. bracteosa per pkt. .50
OT 12 - B. unknown species. Source must remain secret. Try this and let me

know what you think it is.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . per pkt. .50

Send orders to Joy Porter, 9 Bayberry
Lane, Framingham, MA 01701. Include self­
addressed stamped envelope. Massachu­
setts residents add 5% sales tax. Checks
and money orders should be made payable
to: Clayton M. Kelly Seed Fund. Foreign
orders: U.S. funds only.

B. luxurians
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QUESTION BOX/ Greenhouse temperatures-how low?

Elda Haring

Question: What is the mInImum
temperature in a greenhouse for most
begonias in winter?

Answer: Many begonias will sur­
vive but not grow through the winter
at a minimum temperature of 45 de­
grees. In my own greenhouse the mini­
mum temperature is 56 degrees. For
best growth the minimum temperature
should be at least 60 degrees.

Question: What is the difference be­
tween B. 'Roi de Roses' and B. 'Glory
of St. Albans'? They look alike to me.

Answer: B. 'Roi de Roses' is classi­
fied as rex, medium leaved, non-spiral
while 'Glory of St. Albans' is upright
stemmed, non-spiral.

Many rexes have similar foliage and
are difficult to identify.

Question: Both my B. 'Essie Hunt'
and B. conchi/olia var. rubrimacula
have lost the red coloring at the sinus.
B. 'Essie Hunt' grows in a northeast
window where it blooms and B. con­
chi/alia var. rubrimacula is on a light
cart.

Answer: I do not know the answer
to your problem. In my greenhouse,
B. 'Essie Hunt' loses red coloring if
grown in too-bright light, but B. con­
chi/alia var. rubrimacula does not.

Under lights the red is more pro­
nounced. I use one warm white and
one cool white tube in my light garden
setup. Possibly when new growth be­
gins, fertilization will correct the situa­
tion.

Send questions about begonia growing to
Elda Harillg, P.O. Box 236, Flat Rock, NC
28731. She'll mail you her reply promptly.
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Question: B. 'Lenore Olivier' is in
a south window getting sun from 10:30
to 3. It has large clusters of flowers
which do not open. The male flowers
drop off like small rose-colored clam
shells and the female flowers do not
open. Are the unopened buds typical
of this plant or should I change the
location?

Answer: The sun shining through
the south window may be too strong
for the plant and the location too
warm. Warm air from heating ducts
would cause unopened buds.

I suggest you move your plant to an
east window if possible and mist it
often.

Question: I have good luck getting
leaf cuttings to root but, when I trans­
plant to an almost soilless mix, they
rot. What do you suggest'

Answer: I let my leaf wedges re­
main in the propagation container un­
til they have sent up plantlets and
usually transplant when they are two
to three inches high. I put them in in­
dividual pots using my regular potting
mix. Water very sparingly especially
during winter.

Question: The large older leaves of
several of my rhizomatous varieties
tend to curl under. I can see no pests.
What causes this?

Answer: Usually curling of leaves
would indicate that humidity in your

Please turn to page 286

PORTER'S TROPICALS, INC.
Begonias Ferns Rare Plants

Collector's Items
Open 10 a rn. to 4 p.m. Shipping
Closed hol'days $50 minimum
19102 Bond St., Orange, Ca. 92669 (714) 997-2581
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ABS NEWS/ ABS gives top awards

Rudolf Ziesenhenne of Santa Barbara
Calif., and Thelma O'Reilly of La Mesa'
Calif., were the surprised winners of ABS;
most coveted awards announced at rhe
convention banquet in Long Beach, Calif.,
on Sept. 6.

Rudy, former ABS nomenclature direc­
tor and a long-time begonia researcher
and grower, won the Herbert P. Dyckman
award for service to the society. Ir is
named for ABS' founding president.

Thelma received the Eva Kenworthy
Gray award for literary contributions to
the study of begonias. She is a co-director
of the nomenclature department and a
frequent Begonian contributor.

B. 'Murray Morrison', a 1969 hybrid
by Belva Kusler, was awarded the Alfred
D. Robinson Medal of Honor for an out­
standing cultivar.

(Detailed coverage of the "Seaside Ren­
dezvous" convention will appear in the
November issue.)

Election results
Chuck Anderson is ABS' new president­

elect and Michael Kartuz new first vice
presidenr following the election of 1980­
81 officers.

Chuck and Michael won contested of­
fices. Joan Coulat was re-elected second
vice president in the other conrest.

Elected wirhout opposition were Gil
Estrada, presidenr; John Ingels, treasurer;
and Arlene Davis, secretary. John and Ar­
lene are new faces on the board of di­
rectors; Gil has been president-elect and
succeeded to the presidency upon the res­
ignation of Nate Randall in May.

New officers, including Nate as past
presidenr, were installed at the Long
Beach, Calif., convention Sept. 6. Election
results:

President-Gil Estrada, 228.
Presidenr-e1ect-Chuck Anderson 179·

Howard Berg, 68. ' ,
First Vice President-Michael Kartuz,

168; Margaret Taylor, 91.
Second Vice President-Joan Coulat,

176; Norma Taylor, 82.
Treasurer-John Ingels, 218.
Secretary-Arlene Davis, 218.
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In memoriam:

Orpha Colburn Fox
One of ABS' oldest and most knowl­

edgeable members, Orpha Colburn Fox
died Aug. 29 after 32 years as a membe:
of the Buxton Branch. Her death was an­
nounced at the ABS convention in Long
Beach, Calif., which Orpha earlier had
planned to attend.

Orpha, 81, of Dracut, Mass., had been
Buxton's president, vice president, record­
mg secretary for 11 years, historian, and
chairman of shows and study groups.
"'Her reports were so interesting and in­
formative that people enjoyed the business
meeting," according to Buxton's Nancy
Alvord.

A Round Robin participant, Orpha had
other interests as well. She was an ama­
teur historian, and wrote a history of
Dracut and a history of New England
carousels.

She is survived by three daughters and
10 grandchildren.

Orpha
Colburn
Fox

Cecilia Russell
Long-time member of the Monterey

Branch Cecilia Russell died in early Sep­
tember following a lengthy illness. "She
was always lots of fun to be with" said
branch member Don Englund.' "The
branch will miss her enthusiasm."

Cecilia often attended ABS conven­
tions with friend Leslie Hatfield, a past
preSIdent of the branch.

Plant Shop's Botanical Gardens
New Begonia Catalog $2.00 (incl. postage)­
over IOU drawings and 600 plants listed-re·
funded with first order. Staghorn Poster $4.00
(inc I. postage). Inquire about rare plant catalog.

18007 Topham, Reseda, CA 91335
(213) 881·4831 Open Wed-Mon, 9 am·5 pm
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NEW CULTIVARS/ Official international registrations

Carrie Karegeannes and Thelma O'Reilly, nomenclature co-directors

In the citations of cultivar parents, the
female (seed) parent is listed first.

Begonia 'Grandpa'
No. 779-Begonia 'Bearded' x 'Roserra'
'Grandpa'

Rex Culrorum group; rhizomatous.
Leaves ate bright Kelly green with silver
spots and dots, roundish and spiraled, 7"
x 70", with ciliate margin and warty,
hairy surface. They are 9-veined and have
8" petioles with fine reddish hairs and
0" x "J« stipules. The hybridizer says
'Grandpa' has a wonderful personality.
Originated in 1976 by Bob Cole, 18007
Topham Street, Reseda, CA 91335; first
distributed in 1979; first published and
illustrated (leaf drawings) in the Plant
Shop's Botanical Garden catalog, 1980.
No bloom to date. Registered Nov. 7,
1979.

Begonia 'Hot Diggity'
No. 780-Begonia 'This 'N That' x 'Big
Boy' 'Hot Diggity'

Rex Cultorum group; rhizomatous.
Leaves are silver-white and deep green
with a brownish-maroon edging, lobed
with an overlap at the base, 7" x 8", with
puckered surface and 8 veins. Petioles are
7"; stipules J«" x J«". The originator
says this compact begonia has good color
and leaf shape with an interesting leaf
edging. Originated in 1976 by Bob Cole
(address above); first distributed in 1979;
first published and illustrated (leaf draw­
ing) in Plant Shop's Botanical Garden cat­
alog, 1980. No blooms to date. Registered
Nov. 7, 1979.

Applications to register Begonia eli/tivars
may be obtained from Thelma O'Reilly,
10942 SlInray Place, La Mesa, CA 92041.
Each mllst be typed or printed in ink.
A $2 check or money order payable to the
American Begonia Society must accompany
each completed application. Photos, draw­
ings. and/or dried specimens to accompany
applications are encollraged. ABS is the
International Registration Authority for
Begonia cliitivar names.
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B. 'Hot Diggity'

Registra/ion of cul/ivar No. 781 was pas/­
paned a/ press lime.

Begonia (Maqux grex) 'Xox'
No. 782-Begonia 'Madame Queen x
'Susie's Curl' (Maqux g.) 'Xox'

Rhizomatous. Young leaves of black­
ish-grape color with a red under surface
fade to bronze-green with age. Mature
leaves are 6" x 8" and lobed, with a par­
tial spiral, ciliate-crenate margin, gla­
brous surface, and 9 veins. Petioles are 8"
long, stipules y,;" x 0". Light- and dark­
green marbled leaves distinguish this cul­
tivar. Originated in 1978 by Bob Cole (ad­
dress above); first distributed in 1979;
first published in Plant Shop's Botanical
Garden catalog, 1980. No blooms to date.
Registered Nov. 7, 1979.

Begonia 'Mephistopheles'
No. 783-Begonia 'Witch's Lore' x 'Pam
Sue' 'Mephistopheles'

Rex Cultorum gtoup; rhizomatous with
erect stem. Lobed, nonspiraled, dark­
green leaves with red hairs are 4" x 4",
with 7 veins, 8"-10" petioles, and y,;" stip­
ules. Flowers are white. Small, hairy leaves
of unusual coloring and upright rhizomes
distinguish this cultivar. Originated in
1975 by Bob Cole (address above); first
distributed and bloomed in 1979; first
published in Plant Shop's Botanical Gar­
den catalog, 1980. Regisrered Nov. 7,
]979.

Begonia 'Nice Guy'
No. 784--Begonia 'Ho Hum' x 'Silver
Giant' 'Nice Guy'

Rex Cultorum group; rhizomatous. Spi-
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raled 6" x 8" leaves have a dark-green
center zone, a silver middle zone Aushed
with metallic pink, and a spotted outer
zone, with a crenate margin, puckered
surface, and 9 veins. Petioles are 10"-15";
stipules )/," x ;Y.l". Originated in 1975 by
Bob Cole (address above); first distributed
in 1979; first published in Plant Shop's
Botanical Garden catalog, 1980. No
blooms to date. Registered Nov. 7, 1979.

Begonia (Ron Cat grex) 'Killen'
No. 785-Begonia 'Ronnie Nevins' x
'Cachuma' (Ron Cat g.) 'Kitten'

Rhizomatous. Green leaves with lighter
green veins are cleft and "Aoppy," 8" x
13", with puckered surface. Petioles are
14" with white hairs and a red base; stip­
ules ;Y.l" x 1". The giant, puckered, Aoppy
leaves give this cultivar a distinct appear­
ance. Originated in 1978 by Bob Cole
(address above); first distributed in 1980;
first published in Plant Shop's Botanical
Garden catalog, 1980. No blooms to date.
Registered Nov. 7, 1979.

Begonia (Yukapuk grex) 'Yippy'
No. 786-Begonia Panama species x con­
chi/olia var. rubrimacula (Yukapuk g.)
'Yippy'

Rhizomatous. Dusty green 6" x 8"
leaves have red veins that fade with age,
an entire to subentire margin, hairy sur­
face, and 10 veins. Petioles are 12" long,
stipules ;Y.l" x ;Y.l". Minute pinkish hairs
turn white as red veins fade, giving the
foliage a dusty appearance. Originated in
1977 by Bob Cole (address above); first
distributed in 1980; first published in
Plant Shop's Botanical Garden catalog,
1980. No blooms to date. Registered Nov.
7, 1979.

Begonia 'Alice Ganns'
No. 787-Begonia unnamed rex eultivar
x unllamed rex cultivar 'Alice Ganns'

Rex Cultotum group; rhizomatous.
Nonspiraled 6" x 9" leaves wirh a deep­
green center shading into a silvet area are
bordered in brown and are red-veined,
with serrate margin, glabrous and slightly
puckered surface, and 9 veins. Petioles are
4"-6"; stipules 1". Flowers are pink.
Short petioles, slight puckering, and irreg­
ular pebbled pattern on the leaves distin­
guish this cultivar. Originated in 1975 by
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Bob Cole (address above); fitst bloomed
and distributed in 1979; first published in
Plant Shop's Botanical Garden catalog,
1980. Registered Nov. 7, 1979.

Begonia 'China Town'
No. 788-Begonia 'Sir Roy Yewell' x
'Stanley Wilson' 'China Town'

Rex Cultorum group; rhizomatous.
Lobed dark-green leaves with a starlike
center, silver and green zones, and maroon
border are nonspiraled, 5" x 5", with a
glabrous surface and 8 veins. Petioles are
7)/,"; stipules 1". This cultivar is distin­
guished by silver markings shaped like
teardrops, which reminded the originator
of Madame Chiang Kai-shek. Flowers
are pink. Originated in 1975 by Bob Cole
(address above); first bloomed and dis­
tributed in 1979; first published in Plant
Shop's Botanical Garden catalog, 1980.
Registered Nov. 7, 1979.

Begonia (Cookole grex) 'Toe'
No. 789-Begonia 'Evening Nymph' x
schmidtiana (Cookole g.) 'Toe'

Thick-stemmed with 6" stem. Glabrous
2" x 3" leaves are bronze-green with red
under surface, serrate margin, 6-8 veins,
4"-6" petioles, and )/," x ;Y.l" stipules.
Flowers are pink. Short stems, short inter­
nodes, heavy branching, and compact
growth distinguish rhis cultivar. Origi­
nated in 1977 by Bob Cole (address
above); first bloomed and distributed in
1980; first published in Plant Shop's Bo­
tanical Garden Catalog, 1980. Registered
Nov. 7, 1979.

Begonia 'Finkelstein'
No. 790-Begonia unnamed rex eultivar
x hatacoa 'Silver' 'Finkelstein'

Rex Cultorum group; rhizomatous with
erect srem. This begonia is distinguished
by the color combination of mat silver
on bright green and the unusual open
spiral at leaf base. Measuring 3" x 5",
the leaves are lobed, with glabrous sur­
face, 6 veins,S"-7" petioles, ~" x }S"
stipules. Originated in 1976 by Bob Cole
(address above); first distributed in 1979;
first published and illustrated (leaf draw­
ing) in Plant Shop's Botanical Garden
catalog, 1980. No blooms to date. Regis­
tered Nov. 7,1979.

Please turn to the next page
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Begonia 'Lacadasycal'
No. 791-Begonia unnamed rex cultivar
x 'Edie's Favorite' 'Lacadasycal'

Rex Cultorum group; rhizomatous with
erect stem. A monstrous spiral distin­
guishes leaves with a brown-green center,
mottled colors of green and silver, and
a red border. Leaves measure 7" x 8"
and have a crenate margin, bubbled and
puckered surface, and 9 veins. Petioles
are 8"; stipules Y<i". Growth is compact.
Originated in 1975 by Bob Cole (address
above); first distributed in 1980; first pub­
lished in Plant Shop's Botanical Garden
catalog, 1980. No blooms to date. Regis­
tered Nov. 7, 1979.

Begonia 'Loco'
No. 792-Begonia Lee's #9 x hatacoa
'Silver' 'Loco'

Rex Cultorum group; rhizomatous with
rhizome jointed at or below the soil.
Nonspira/ed leaves are silver with dark
veins, 5" x 5", with serrate-ciliate margin,
hairy surface, 7 veins, 4"-6" petioles, and
);S" x :Yi" stipules. Growth is upright and

PUBLISHERS' CLOSEOUT
Begonias For Beginners-Elda Haring­

1976
$5.75 hard cover
$3.75 paperback

Les Begonia-Charles Chevalier-1938
Translation by Alva Graham,
paperback $5.00

Begonia-Misono Translation by
Marguerite DeCola
paperback $5.50

Curtis Botanical Magazine reprints
Set ot 8 prints $6.00

Postpaid (California residents please
include 6% sales tax). All foreign orders,
please send payment in U.S. currency.

ABS Bookstore
Gil Estrada

7914 Springer SI.
Downey, CA 90242

USA
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compact. Flowers are pale pink. Origi­
nated in 1976 by Bob Cole (address
above); first bloomed and distributed in
1979; first published in Plant Shop's Bo­
tanical Garden catalog, 1980. Registered
Nov. 7, 1979.

Begonia 'Orb'
No. 793-Begonia hidalgensis (syn. dayii
hort.) x nelumbiifolia (red-veined form)
'Orb'

Rhizomatous. Peltate, pale-green, 5" x
7" leaves with reddish veins turn dark
green with blackish veins. The leaves have
an entire margin, glabrous surface, 10
veins, 12" petioles, and :Yi" x :Yi" stip­
ules. Leaf shape and red veins on fragile
green coloring give distinction to this cul­
tivar. Originated in 1978 by Bob Cole
(address above); first distributed in 1979;
first published in Plant Shop's Botanical
Garden catalog, 1980. No blooms to date.
Registered Nov. 7, 1979.

Begonia 'Southgate'
No. 794-Begonia Costa Rica species
#4354 x conchifolia var. rubrimacula
'Southgate'

Rhizomatous. Slightly lobed leaves with
felted veins and red dot at petiole attach­
ment are bright medium green on upper
surface and dull green underneath, occa­
sionally peltate, 5" x 6", with entire to
subentire margin, glabrous surface. They
have 10 veins, 8"-10" brown-felted peti­
oles, and :Yi" x :Yi" stipules. Pink flowers
are profuse in spring. Originated in
1977 by Bob Cole (address above); first
bloomed and distributed in 1980; first
published in Plant Shop's Botanical Gar­
den catalog, 1980. Registered Nov. 7,
1979.

Begonia (Collage grex) 'Summer'
No. 795-Begonia 'Cinco de Mayo' x
'Cachuma' 'Summer'

Rhizomatous. Star-shaped 4" x 6"
leaves are green with cleft margin, gla­
brous surface, 9 veins, 12" petioles, and
Y3" x );S" stipules. The originator says
this cultivar is a "fantastic, compact grow­
er." Originated in 1978 by Bob Cole (ad­
dress above); first distributed in 1979;
first published in Plant Shop's Botanical
Garden catalog, 1980. No blooms to date.
Registered Nov. 7, 1979.

The Begonian



ASSOCIATED CROUPS/Visitors always welcome

ALFRED D. ROBINSON BRANCH
2nd Tuesday, 10:30 8.m.

Homes of members
Mrs. Peter P. lee, Pres.
1852 31 SI St., San Diego. CA

92102
Margaret lee. Nail. Ojr.

ASTRO BRANCH
Hous'on. Te)8S

BUXTON BRANCH
3rd Saturday, Mass. Bay

Community College,
50 Oakland St., Wellesley. Mass.
Percy Ehrlich, Pres.
66 Fessenden St., Newtonville,

MA 02160
Anthony P. Croce, Nat!. Oir.

CENTRAL SAN JOAQUIN BRANCH
Dr. William Irelan, Pres.
1702 Camino Primavera,

Bakersfield. CA 93306
William Irelan, Nail. Oir.

CHEEKWOOD BRANCH
Homes of members
Pam Braun, Pres.
AI. 6. Pinewood Rd ,

Franklin. TN 37064
CONNECTICUT BRANCH

4th Monday. Homes 01 members
Arline Peck, Pres.
Eagle Peak Rd., Pascoag, RI

02859
Priscilla Beck. Natl. Oir.

DENTON BRANCH
4th Wednesday, 10 a.m.

Homes of members
Mae Blanton, Pres.
'18 Wildoak Dr., Lake

Dallas, TX 75065
Glennis Crouch, Natl. Oir.

DESERT BEGONIA BRANCH
Mary Church, Pres.
1090 E. Grant Rd.,

Tucson, AZ 85719
Barbara Rogers, Natl. Dir.

EAST BAY BRANCH
3rd Thursday, 7:45 p.m.

Northbrea Community Church,
Berkeley, Calit.

Susan Patrick, Pres.
27406 Grand View Ave.,

Hayward, CA 94542
Glen Maynard, Nail. Oir.

EASTERN NEW YORK BRANCH
Betty Pullar, Pres.
411 New Karner Ad, Albany, NY

12205
Betty Pullar, Natl. Oir.

EASTSIDE BEGONIA BRANCH
4th Wednesday, 7:30 p.m.
590 116lh Avenue N.E.,

Bellevue, Wash.
Dale Greer, Pres.
1704 212th Ave. S.E., Issaquah,

WA 98027
Shellon Fisher, Natl. Oir.

EDNA STEWART PITTSBURGH
BRANCH

3rd Wednesday, 7:30 p.m.
Pillsburgh Civic
Garden Center

Suzanne Colaizzi, Pres.
115 Lillian Rd., Pittsburgh,

PA 15237
Frank Kerin, Nat! Oir.

ELSA FORT BRANCH
Helen Green, Pres.
2100 Hunter St., Cinnaninson,

NJ 08077
Gladys Cooper, Natl. Oir.

FRED A. BARKLEY BRANCH
1st Sunday, Homes ot members
Dr. Fred A. Barkley, Pres
104 E. Highland,

Tecumseh, OK 73475
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This directory appears qltar­
terly. II yoltr branch listing
is incomplete or inaccurate,
please notily the secretary
immediately and send a copy
01 Yoltr letter to the editors.

Dr. Jeffrey Black, Nat!. Oir.
GARDEN GROVE BRANCH

3rd Thursday, 7:30 p.m., New
Community Meeting Center

11300 Stanford, Garden Grove,
CA 92643

Doug Frost, Pres.
10622 Teal, Garden

Grove, CA 92643
George Allison, Natl. Oir.

GLENDALE BRANCH
2nd Tuesday, 8:00 p.m.

Glendale Federal S & L,
401 N. Brand, Glendale, Calif.

Darlene Fuentes, Pres.
2313 Hollister Ter., Glendale,

CA 91206
Dolores Fernandez, Nail. Oir.

GREATER CHICAGO AREA
BRANCH

4th Sunday, except Oec.,2 p.m.
Oak Park Conservatory
561 Garfield, Oak Park, III.
Dan Haseltine, Pres.
6950 W. Nelson SI., Chicago,

IL 60634
Paul Thomas, NaH. Oir.

GREATER CINCINNATI BRANCH
Verda Stull, Pres.
5 Burnham St., Cincinnati, OH

45218
Erich Sieiniger, Nat!. Oir.

GREATER ROCHESTER BRANCH
3rd Sunday, Homes of members
Betty Fennell, Pres.
1054 Shoemaker Ad., Webster,

NY 14580
Eileen Franklin, Natl. Dir.

HAMPTON BRANCH
2nd Monday, 7:45 p.m., Parrish

Memorial Hall, Southampton,
NY

Ed Thompson, Pres.
310·A Hill St., Southampton,

N.Y. 11968
Mary Burnaford, Natl. Dir.

HOUSTON TEXAS BRANCH
4th Monday, 1:00 p.m., Garden

Center, 1500 Herman Or.,
Houston, Tex.

Mrs B. A. Russell, Pres.
5926 Jackwood St., Houston

TX 77074
Gwen Brunka, Natl. Dir.

JACKSONVILLE BRANCH
3rd Monday, 7:30 p.m.

Agricultural Ctr.,
1010 North McDuff Ave.

Ann M. Helton, Pres.
334 Brunswick Rd.,

Jacksonville, FL 32216
Mary Harrell, Natl. Oir.

KNICKERBOCKER BRANCH
2nd Tuesday, 7:30 p.m.
Horticultural Society of New

York
128 West 58th St., New York,

N.Y.
Howard Berg, Pres.
16 Highview Terr.,

New Canaan, CT 06840
Ed Grasheim, Nail. Oir.

LONG BEACH PARENT CHAPTER
2nd Sunday, 1:30 p.m., Great

Western S & L
6330 E. Spring St., Long Beach
Loretta Salzer, Pres.
4702 Ocana Ave., Lakewood,

CA 90713
Muriel Perz, Natl. Oir.

LONG ISLAND BRANCH
2nd Wednesday, 8:00 p.m.
Planting Fields Arboretum
Oyster Bay, Long Island, N.Y.
Mrs. Martha Graham, Pres.
55 Duryea Rd., Melville,

NY 11746
Marie Donnelly, Nail. Dir.

MIAMI BRANCH
4th Tuesday, 8:00 p.m.
Simpson Memorial Garden

Center
55 South West 17th Road,

Miami, Florida
Charles J. Jaros, Pres.
2621 N.W. 23rd Court, Miami,

FL 33142
Charles J. Jaros, Natl. Oir.

MINNESOTA BRANCH
2nd Wednesday, 7:30 p.m.
Homes of members
Dorothea Lillestrand, Pres.
2~OO W. ~08th, Bloomington,

MN 55431
Pat Burdick, Nail. Oir.

MONTEREV BAY AREA BRANCH
4th Wednesday, 8:00 p.m.
New Monterey Neignborhood

Center
Lighthouse and Dickman Sts.,

New Monterey, Calif.
Florence Peckman, Pres.
1249 Buena Vista Ave.,

Pacific Grove, CA 93950
Leslie Hatfield, NaH. Oir.

NORTH LONG BEACH BRANCH
2nd Tuesday, 7:30 p.m.
Mercury Sal
4140 Long Beach BlVd., long

Beach
Edith Van Landingham, Pres.
6925 Lime Ave., Long Beach,

CA 90807
D. G. Sullinger, Natl. Dir.

ORANGE COUNTY BRANCH
2nd Thursday, 7:30 p.m.
Fullerton S & L, 2310 E. Lincoln

Ave., Anaheim
Cruz sandoval. Pres.
2221 Evelyn Dr., Anaheim, CA

92805
Margaret Taylor, Nail. Dir.

PALM BEACHES BRANCH
2nd Monday, Home S & L
Opp. Palm Coast Plaza, W. Palm

Beach, Fla.
Mrs. Frances Hunter, Pres.
201 Palter Rd., W. Palm Beach,

FL 33405
Paul Lowe, Natl. OJr.

PALMETTO BRANCH
Lucille Peden, Pres.
4 Wildwood Dr., Greenville,

SC 29607
John McWhorter, Natl. Dir.

PALOMAR BRANCH
2nd Thursday, 7:30 p.m.
Vista Recreation Center
Ingebor Faa, Pres.
1050 Melrose Way,

Vista. CA 92083
Mabel Corwin, Nat!. Dir.

POTOMAC BRANCH
4th Sunday, 2:00 p.m.,
National Arboretum
Blandensburg & A. Sts., N.E.,

Washington, D.C.
Maxine Zinman, Pres.
Rte 1, Box 73, Boyce, VA 22620
Carrie Karegeannes, Natl. Dir.

REDONDO AREA BRANCH
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4th Friday, 7:30 p.m., A. H.
Dana School Cafetorium

135th St. and Aviation Blvd.
Hawthorne, Calif.

Evelyn Isaac, Pres.
2022 Bataan Rd., Redondo

Beach, CA 90278
Diane Fries, Nat!. Oir.

ROGER WILLIAMS BRANCH
3rd Monday night. Homes

of members.
Arlene Peck, Pres. & Natl. Oir.
Eagle Peak Rd" RFO ,#1,

Box 478, Pascoag, R.1. 02858
RUBIOOUX BRANCH

4th Thursday, 7:30 p.m.
West Riverside Memorial
Auditorium
4393 Riverview Dr., Rubidoux

Claire Husted, Pres.
13597 Indiana, Corona, CA

91720
R H Terrell. Natl. Oir.

SACRAMENTO BRANCH
3rd Tuesday, 7:45 p.m.,

Garden Center
3330 McKinley Blvd.,

Sacramento, Calif.
Patricia Jochim, Pres.
7664 Madeline Way.

Citrus Heights, CA 95610
linda Luckett, Nat!. Dir.

SALINE COUNTY BRANCH OF
KANSAS

4th Monday, 1:30 p.m., Homes
of members

Mrs. Sam Gilmore, Pres.
536 Crestwood Rd., Salina,
KS 67401

SAN FRANCISCO BRANCH
1st Wednesday, 8:00 p.m.,

Garden Center
Golden Gate Park, 9th Avenue

and Lincoln Way
Dolores Dupre, Pres.
417 Hazelwood Ave., San

Francisco, CA 94127
Susan Muller, Natl Oir.

SAN GABRIEL VALLEY BRANCH
2nd Tuesday, 7:30 p.m., Los

Angeles State and County
Arboretum

501 N. Baldwin Ave., Arcadia,
Calif.

Cecelia Grivich, Pres.
2808 S. Baldwin Ave.,

Arcadia, CA 91006
Ellie Skinner, Natl. Oir.

SAN MIGUEL BRANCH
1st Wednesday, 7:30 p.m., Casa

del Prado, Rm. 104, Balboa
Park, San Oie90

Pat Maley, Pres.
1471 E. Madison, El Cajon, CA

92021
Paul Lee, Natl. Oir.

SANTA BARBARA BRANCH
4th Saturday, 7:30 p.m.
Louise Lowry Davis Recreation

Center
1232 De la Vina St.
Phyllis Mautino, Pres.
420 Calle Paro Colorado, Santa

Barbara, CA 93105
Keith Mautino, Natl. Oir.

SANTA CLARA VALLEY BRANCH
3rd Thursday, 7:45 p.m.

Allstate Savings, Payne
& Saratoga Aves., San Jose

Jackie Davis, Pres.
HO Wingfoot Way, Aptos,

CA 95003
Mary Margaret Rafferty,

Natl. Oir
SEATTlE BRANCH

3rd Tuesday, 7:30 p.m., Bethany
Lutheran Church, 7400
Woodlawn Ave., N.E.

Dorothy Williams, Pres.
21519 92nd Ave. W., Edmonds,

WA 96020
Anton Soder, Nail. Dir.

SOUTH SEATTLE BRANCH
4th Tuesday, 7:30 p.m.,

Wm. Moshier Field House
430 S. 156th St., Seattle

Joanne Siosser, Pres.
16419 3rd Ave., S.W., Seattle,

WA 98166
Herbert Briggs, Nail. Oir.

SOUTHWEST REGIONAL
ASSOCiATION

Robert Hamm, Oir.
3817 Jo Ann 15-0, Wichita

Falls, TX 76306
TACONIC BRANCH

Mrs. John V. Steiner, Pres.

Bullet Hole Road, Mahopec,
NY 10541

Mrs. John V. Steiner, Natl. Dir.
TAMPA BAY AREA BRANCH

3rd Saturday, 1:00 p.m.
University of So. Florida,

Student Chapel Bldg.
Stefan K. Brown, Pres.
4011 N. Howard, Apt. 101,

Tampa, FL 33623
Dora Lee Dorsey, Natl. Oir.

THEODOSIA BURR SHEPHERD
BRANCH

1st Tuesday, 7:30 p.m., Sen lor
Citizens Bldg., 420 Santa
Clara St., Ventura, Calif.

Barbara L. SChneider, Pres.
3774 Vineyard, Oxnard,

CA 93030
Velma Montgomery, Nail. Dir.

WESTCHESTER BRANCH
1st Thursday, 7:30 p.m.

Westchester Women's Club
8020 Alverstone St., Los Angeles
Arnold Krupnick, Pres.
11506 McDonald, Culver City,

CA 90230
Clair Christensen, Natl. Dir.

WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA
BRANCH

2nd Wednesday, 11 :00 a.m.
Northway Mall Community Room
North Hills, PiltsburQh, Penn.
Genevieve Allison, Pres.
221 Schaffoner Rd., Butler,

PA 16001
Agnes Hod9son, Natl. Dir.

WHITTIER BRANCH
1st Thursday, 7:30 p.m., Palm

Park Community Center
5703 South Palm Avenue,

Whittier
Gertrude Blackstock, Pres.
15311 Elmbrook Drive, La

Mirada, CA 90628
Dorothy Kosowsky, Natl. Oir.

WILLIAM PENN BRANCH
4th Tuesday, noon, Homes of

members
Mrs. Herbert S. Webster, Pres.
"Millbridge" 13 Summit Dr.,

Bryn Mawr, PA 19010
Mrs. Lancelot Sims, Natl. Dir.

BEGONIAN MINI-ADS
Begonias. Featuring Wally Wagner hybrids,

gesneriads, miniatures for light gardens.
List 50C. Pat Morrison/Jim Heffner. 5305
S.W. Hamilton St., Portland, OR 97221.

Violets - Begonias - Episcias
Cuttings only. Send 35< for list.
Wilson's Greenhouse, Route 1
Box 165-4 Ozark, MO 65721

African violets, begonias, gesneriads, ter­
rarium and dish garden minis, cuttings
only. Windowsill Gardens, Box 943, Cen­
ter Moriches, NY 11934. List 35('.

Begonias. Blue ribbon winners. Odd. Rare.
Unusual. Price list available. Tropical
Greenery, formerly Begonia Paradise Gar­
dens, 22140 SW. 152 Ave., Goulds, FL
33170. (305) 248-5529.
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Mini-ads are $1 per line per insertion w~h a minI­
mum of $4. A line is about 36 characters. Payment
must accompany order. Send to Pam Mundell, adver­
tising manager, 2324 Connie Dr., Sacramento, CA
95815.

Begonias-violets-episcias. Cuttings only.
List SOc. Springtime Gardens, 2212 Hick­
ory, Sulphur, LA 70663.

Rare and unusual begonias including Lowe
hybrids. Rooted & un rooted cuttings.
Price list sOc. Paul Lowe, 1544 West Rd.,
Lake Park, FL 33403.

New Fairyland begonias. Echo-Fragrant,
pink, everbloomer; Bokit hybrid-Spiral
green star, black or brown markings;
China Curl-Versicolor x cathayana x rex,
spiral purple black, silver zone; Gift plant.
4 plants $12.00 prepaid. Begonia and Lily
Catalog 35(-. Fairyland Begonia & Lily
Garden, 1100-B Griffith Rd., McKinley­
ville, CA 95521.

The Begonian



THE EOARD / Condensed minutes-ABS directors

March 17, 1980
Pres. Nathan Randall introduced Jean Natter 01

Long Beach, proposed convention chairman. Wanda
Eli" moved her appointment, seconded by Margaret
Lee. Motion carried. Following a suggestion by Pres.
Randall, Thelma O'Reilly moved thai Patrick W~rley
be appointed a member of the Awards Committee,
seconded by Margaret Lee. Motion carried.

A letter from Mildred Thompson slaled she could
no longer continue as Co·director of Research, but
will complete the GrOw & Study project. Margaret lee
moved her resignation be accepted with regret, sec­
onded by Pat Maley. Motion carried. Pres. Randall
then proposed Mrs. Thompson as Director of Classi·
fication Committee. Karen Bartholomew so moved,
Thelma O'Reilly seconded. Motion carried.

Pres. Randall announced the selection of the nomi­
nating committee: Phyllis Mautino, Santa Barbara,
chairman; Phyllis Bates, Palomar; and Claire Husted,
Rubidoux. Pat MaleY moved approval, seconded by
Katharine Alberti. Motion carried. Pres. Randall pro­
posed Pat Maley as Chairman 01 the Show Classifi­
cation and Entries Committee. Darlene Fuentes moved
to accept, seconded by Katharine Alberti. Motion
carried.

Treasurer Eleanor Calkins reported balance on
hand Jan. 1, 1980, 56,915.12; receipts 53,019.96; dis­
bursements $1,75381; leaving balance on hand Jan.
31,1980, $8,181.27. February receipts $1,627.78; dis­
bursements $3.048.90; leaving a balance on February
29.1980, $6,760.15. Report was filed for audit.

Gil Estrada moved that $400 be transferred from
the Bookstore account to the Cullivar Fund, seconded
by D. G. Sullinger. Motion carried.

Katharine Alberti, Back Issue Begonian Sales, re­
ported balance of $300. Sixty-six back issues were
sent to Seattle, 5 years to Carllon I'Hommedieux, and
three December 1979 not received by members.
Katharine reported that sales are very slow.

Margaret lee, Chairman of the School of Judges,
reported Marie Thompson of Sacramento was made
a sophomore judge. Pat Maley, Co-chairman, asked
the board to approve the use 01 judges lor classilica­
tion of entries. The department feels a good judge
should be able to classify show entries and later
judge impartially. Gil Estrada moved to allow judges
to work in classification, seconded by Darlene
Fuentes. Motion carried with 11 members in favor
and 6 opposed.

Ralph Corwin, Constitution and By-laws Commit­
tee Chairman, distributed copies of the new consti­
tution and by-laws. Ralph also reported that the
duties descriptions manual is down to a semi-final
editing. It is as complete as the committee can make

I it. Ralph stated that the committee feels it has com­
pleted the work as welt as it can and next year a
new committee should take over with fresh enthu­
siasm and ideas.

Membership secretary reported 92 new members
and 7 renewals.

Gil Estrada sought board opinion about purchase
of Millie Thompson's new book for the Lending li­
brary. Thelma O'Reilly moved two copies be ordered,
seconded by Gil Estrada. Motion carried.

Millie Thompson wrote requesting all members of
the Grow and Study project get their reports in by
June 15, 1980, except those in newly launched sur­
veys, so a collective report can be compiled. She
cautioned that it is important to report all successes
and failures as they indicate where special conditions
should be employed 10 grow the particular species
successfully. She also reported that 16 new mem­
bers have been added to the Research & Grow Study
Group since Aug. 15, 1979.

Branch Relations Director Evelyn Cronin reported
she will soon forward a charter to the Astro Begonia
Study Group.

Chuck Richardson proposed paying a fee to the
Round Robin Director. Since Ihe current Round Robin
Director will be resigning, it may difficLllt to find
someone willing to handle the time-consuming job
without some remuneration. Chuck moved that the
new director receive an allowance of $75 per month,
seconded by Karen Bartholomew. After lengthy dis-
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cussion a motion was made by Margaret lee to table
aclion until the next meeting, seconded by Muriel
Perz. Motion carried by a hand count of 8 yes votes
to 7 no.

D. G. Sullinger moved to accept a new design for
stationery proposed by the editors and have the appro­
priate amount printed. Seconded by Thelma O'Reilty.
Motion carried.

Mabel Corwin announced her resignation as Round
Robin Director, and recommended Mary Harbaugh of
Wisconsin as new director. D. G. Sullinger moved to
accept Mabel's resignation with regret, seconded by
Katharine Alberti. Motion carried.

Waller Barnett has oltered to buy the file cabinet
formerly used by the secretary for $40. The cabinet
is much bigger than needed for ABS records. Gil
Estrada moved to accept his offer, seconded by Doug
Frost. Motion carried.

Karen Bartholomew moved that $100 be allocated
to add the expiration date to The Begonian labels,
seconded by Darlene Fuentes. Molion carried. Karen
also moved that advertising rates be increased to
the following: $115, full page; $60, half page; $35,
quarter page; $12 per column inch. Gil Estrada
moved acceptance, seconded by Darlene Fuentes.
Motion carried.

D. G. Sullinger moved that $50 be allocated for
printing an advertising brochure, seconded by Pal
Maley. Motion carried.

Pres. Randall stated that he had oral approval of
board members of the resignation of Kathy Brown,
Membership Secretary, and now asked for formal
board approval. D. G. Sullinger moved that we accept
with regret, seconded by Pat Maley. Molion carried.
Wanda. Elin moved that we accept Elisabeth Sayers
of San Jose as the new membership secretary, sec­
onded by Margaret lee. Motion carried.

-Norma Taylor
Secrelary

May 19, 1980
Pres. Nathan Randall proposed naming Helene Jaros

to the Awards Committee. Chuck Anderson so moved,
seconded by Pearl Benell. Motion carried.

A leller was read from Dennis Maley asking to be
relieved of his dulles as slide librarian effective Im­
mediately. He cited pressures of two jobs. Karen
Bartholomew moved acceptance of the resignation,
seconded by Pearl Benell. Motion carried.

Pres. Randall reported a communication from
Evelyn Cronin stating that the Buxton Branch would
like to host a convention sometime in the next three
years. He wrote asking for a definite date.

The minutes of the previous meeting were not
available due to absence of secretary.

Gil Estrada reported for the bookstore from Jan. 1,
1980, !o March 31,1980, balance on hand $1,788.08,
receipts of $550.02, disbursements of $694.86 leav­
ing a balance on March 31, 1980, of $1,643.24. Gil
moved to transfer $500 to the Treasurer for deposit
to the Catalog Fund. Seconded by Pearl Benell. Mo­
tion carried.

The Nominating Committee report was presented.
Phyllis Bates announced the slate as follows: Presi­
dent, Gil Estrada; Pres. Elect, Chuck Anderson and
Howard Berg; First Vice Pres.• Margaret Taylor and
Mike Kartuz; Second Vice Pres., Norma Taylor and
Joan Coulat; Treasurer, John Ingles; Secretary, Ar­
line Davis. The motion to accept the slate was made
by D. G. Sullinger, seconded by Doug Frost. Motion
carried. Pres. Randall asked for nominations from
the floor. There were none.

JUdging Chairman Margarel Lee reported accredit­
ing Maxine Zinman of Virginia as a sophomore judge.

Constitution and By-laws Chairman Ralph Corwin
reported the work of his committee finished as far
as it can go this year. He released to the Presidenl
the master copy of the Constitution and By-Laws. the
dulies descriptions of each office in the society,
new branch suggested Constitution and By-Laws, and
organizallon charts. Ralph thanked his committee tor
diligent and conscientious work. He asked that the
committee be dissolved and submitted his resigna­
tion. D. G. Sullinger moved to dissolve the committee
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and accept Mr. Corwin's resignation. Seconded by
Margaret Lee. Motion carried.

Slide Library-income $6; programs reserved $12;
expenses SOc.

Gil Estrada moved that Dr. Barkley be paid $100
from the Research Fund to help defray the expenses
of his trip to Mexico. Seconded by Chuck Anderson.
Motion carried.

Margaret Lee referred to the motion tabled at the
last meeting regarding the allowance for the Round
Robin Director. The motion remained tabled until
the Finance Committee meets and submits a recom­
mendation.

Chuck Anderson moved that Begonians sold by the
membership secretary, up to one year back be sold
for $1 per copy, seconded by D. G .Sullinger. Motion
carried. Chuck presented a new design for member·
ship application. Aller discussion, Jean Natter moved
to print the new application, seconded by Gil Es­
trada. Motion carried.

Chuck and Karen told of the errors and delays of
the present computer service. A bid was presented
by our current printer and mailer-the cost will be
approximately $160 per month and there will be a
one-time set·up fee of $100. Gil Estrada moved to
accept the bid, seconded by Margaret Lee. Motion
carried.

Gil Estrada moved to charter the Astra Branch of
Houston, Texas, and the Roger Williams Branch of
Rhode Island, duly seconded.

Pres. Randall resigned from the presidency, effec­
tively immediately. Pres. Elect Estrada moved to ac­
cept the president's resignation with regret. Sec·
onded and carried.

-Gil Estrada
Acting Secretary

The next board meeting will be held at
7:30 p.m. Monday, October 20, at Fullerton
Savings and Loan, Anaheim.

More Round robins
Continued from page 275
sold them as B. 'Cleopatra'. Of course,
since it's a hybrid, the seedlings would
vaty; a numbet of us have plants called
B. 'Cleopatra' which are probably not
the true one.

o
Ethel Arnold, California, has been

repotting her begonias using coarse
bark in the bottom of the pot, then
steer manure, and then her regular
mix. Her plants are responding beau­
tifully. Alta Soule, California, grows
her begonias organically. Her mix is
sphagnum, sand, topsoil, and perlite.
She feeds only manure tea. A cane be­
gonia five feet tall and still growing
testifies to her good culture. Inciden­
tally, do you remember that in last
month's column we reported on Alta's
battle with a difficult begonia? She re­
ports that the score is now "Begonia­
20, Alta-G." It's the challenges that
keep life interesting I
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More Question box
Continued from page 278

room is a little low. Try keeping them
on a tray of aquarium gravel with
water in the bottom of the tray.

In spring as new growth starts be
sure the plants have adequate water
while growing rapidly. If only the
older leaves are curling, cut them off
and use them for propagation.

Question: If a begonia is called a
B. 'Helene Jaros' seedling, is it a hybrid
of B. 'Helene Jaros' or a chance seed­
ling?

Answer: If a hybrid begonia is self­
pollinated by hand, resultant seedlings
would be known as seedlings of that
hybrid.

A chance seedling is usually one
which has germinated from seed
dropped from any given plant that may
have been pollinated by bees or other
insects flying from flowers of one va­
riety to another.

A hybrid can be a cross of two spe­
cies, a species and a hybrid, or a de­
liberate cross of two different hybrids.

Question: Could failure of seeds to
germinate be caused by too-high tem­
peratures in a greenhouse'

Answer: If seeds are enclosed in
plastic boxes with lids or in closed
plastic bags, the interior could heat
up to a dangerous degree, inhibiting
germination.

If your greenhouse is very hot, I
suggest seed pans would be better kept
in the house where they would have
bright light but cooler conditions in
summer.

Some seed, however, has low via­
bility, or it may be too old or not have
been allowed to mature properly, in
which case viability would be poor or
nonexistent.

The Begonian



ABS SERVICES
These services are available to all ABS members. For
names and addresses of department heads and other
officers, see inside front cover.
AT·LARGE MEMBERS-Services for members who
don't belong to branches are handled by the memo
bers·at·large director. Contact him for details. If you
are interested in finding a branch or starting one in
your area, contact the branch relations director for
help.
THE BEGONIAN-The monthly journal of the society
publishes how·to articles, scientific information, and
ABS news. Articles on a member's personal experi­
ences with begonias are welcomed, as are black­
and·white photos of begonias and color slides suit­
able for use on the cover. Contact the editors. Indi­
vidual copies of The Begonian more than a year old
are available from the back issue sales chairman
(75 cents). A full year is $6.50 for any year in the
1940s, $5 for any year from 1950 through 1978.
Back issues less than a year old are ordered from
the membership secretar; for $1 each.
BOOKSTORE-Books on begonias and related sub­
jects can be purchased mail·order from the bookstore
librarian. Contact him for a list of books available.
Include a stamped, self·addressed envelope. The
bookstore also sells reproductions of antique be­
gonia prints.
JUDGING DEPARTMENT-The judging department of·
fers a course by mail with which you can learn to
become an accredited begonia show judge. Also
available are a booklet on point scoring, information
on fuchsia and fern judging, and other requirements
to become a judge.

LIBRARY-Books about begonias and gardening may
be borrowed by mail from the lending library. Can·
tact the librarian for a list of books and the pro·
cedure.
NOMENCLATURE - The nomenclature department
monitors newly published findings on begonia names
as well as handling official international registration
of new begonia cullivars. Registrations are published
in The Begonian.
RESEARCH-The research department conducts a
Grow and Study project in which members experi­
ment with various begonias and compile their find­
ings. The department also has other activities, in­
cluding the review of requests for ABS backing of
outside projects. For details, contact a co·director.
ROUND ROBINS-Members exchange information
about begonias and their culture through a packet
of letters which circulates among a small group of
growers. There are dozens of these packets-called
f1ight~n many specialized subjects. To join one
or more, contact the round robin director.
SEED FUND-The Clayton M. Kelly Seed Fund offers
seeds of begonia species and cultivars by mail. New
offerings are listed in The Begonian. Donations of
seed are encouraged. Please contact the Seed Fund
Director.
SLIDE lIBRARY-A series of slide shows on began·
ias and begonia growing can be borrowed by mail
for showing at meetings and seminars. New shows
are under preparation. Contact the slide librarian
for fee information.
SPEAKERS BUREAU-The speakers bureau maintains
a directory of speakers on begonias and related sub­
jects. Contact the director.
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AT LAST! AVAILABLE IN ONE VOLUME

HISTORY • CULTURE. CLASSIFICATION

BEGONIAS
TIMES BOOKS will be publishing our book entitled BEGONIAS. The
publication date is planned-for early 1981. BEGONIAS will be available
in bookstores and we will be selling it by mail order.

Information on 2,475 species and cultivars
Begonias in all growing environments
Extensive glossary and bibliography
All the latest information available

• 384 PAGES • PRICE $35

WOULD YOU LIKE US TO RESERVE
AN AUTOGRAPHED COpy OF THIS BOOK FOR YOU?

If so, send NO MONEY now; just send name and address to
Ed and Millie Thompson
P.O. Drawer PP, Southampton, N.Y. 11968

OVER 850 ILLUSTRATIONS. 150 IN COLOR
700 IN BLACK AND WHITE
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• Begonias/ Episcias/

. African violets
Cuttings only-Catalog $1

Kit Jeans The Gift Horse Greenhouse
Rt. 1, New Johnsonville, TN 37134

ASTRAL DOME
TERRARIUMS

Mail order catalog

CAL-MIL PLASTICS
6100 Paseo Del Norte,

Carlsbad. California 92008

The Indoor Light Gardening Society 01
America, Inc., Dept. B, 128 West 58th
Street, New York, NY 10019. Dues $8.00.
Magazine LIGHT GARDEN published 5
times yearly, cultural guides, seed ex·
change, round robins, chapters, slide
library.

JOIN THE FERN EXPERTS
Hove fun in the

Los Angeles Inl'l Fern Society
MembershIp only $10.00 per year

Monthly lAIFS Journal, Fern lessons, Robins,
Spore Store, Books, Educational programs.

14895C Gardenhill Dr., La Mirada, CA 90638

.-"Schultz-Instant" •.•
SOLUBLE FERTILIZER

20.30..20
Concentfllec:l, High Al'IIIlysis _ All
Purpose - ~20 cryst.ll. G,OWS
Vegetables_ Flowers, ROIft, Trees,
Shrubs, l.wns, fIe" In Y.rd.,
Gllrdens, G,eerohouses.

11"'/41." __"'" 01'_ I1.M 101
,,,,/IM:_.,...I/IItOl

American Begonia Society
369 Ridge Vista Ave.
San Jose, CA 95127

Address correction requested

ANTONELLI BROTHERS
2545 Capitola Road

SANTA CRUZ, CALIFORNIA 95060

36·page color calalog 25 cenls

Join the NATIONAL
FUCHSIA SOCIETY

MEMBERSHIP $9.00 per year
includes monthly FUCHSIA FAN

"The New A to Z on Fuchsias", a hardcover book,
$11.95 plus $1.00 shipping (residents add 72c tax)

Mail to: National Fuchsia Society, Dept. B
340 Moss St., laguna Beach, CA 92651

BEGONIAS, GERANIUMS, EXOTlCS
FERNS, mULlS, CACTI, HERBS

1980-B1 Catalog with Color-$2.00

LOGEFS GREENHOUSES
(Est. 1892)

55 North Street, Danielson, Connecticut 06239

BEGONIAS
REX BEGONIA SEED

RUDOLF ZIESENHENNE
$1.00 per pkt plus 15, postage

Calif. residents add 6% Sales Tax
1130 NORTH MILPAS STREET

SANTA BARBARA, CALIFORNIA 93103

SPOONITR
"GETS THINGS GROWING!"

GIves =---e_cephcmally

~
lasl results when
used on flOwers

f -=-
ferns ShrubS

trees and lawns SPOO~May be used lor
lollar feedmg ..."~~.. . .
gel' lb. lor 1-.~ 0", ~
$3.50 pp ~~~~1!rom

PLANTSMITH If', I,., '"""'e
I.J/Jf;::.. ..

1924 Plymouth SI.
Mountain View CA 94043
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