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AIMS AND PURPOSES OF THE AMERICAN BEGONIA SOCIETY

The purpose of this Society shall be:

TO stimulate and promote interest in Begonia
and other shade-loving plants;

TO encourage - the introduction and development
-of new types of these plants;

TO standardize the nomenclature of Begonia;
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TO gather and publish information in regard to
kinds, propagation and culture of Begonia and
companion plants;

TO issue a bulletin which will be mailed to all
members of the Society; and

TO bring into friendly contact all who Iove and
grow Begonia.
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Cover Photograph

BEGONIA 'THELMA'

Photograph by Jay Porter, Ventura, Calif.

The pink ruffle on this crested tuberhybrida begonia certainly attracted
a lot of attention at the Theodosia Burr Shepherd Branch Show last summer.
It was hybridized, grown and displayed by Gene Daniels, one of the few
hobbyists who crosses the tuberous varieties. Nobody likes the color pink

any better than Thelma O’Reilly, so he named it for her.
Jay Porter photographed it and later had a slide show for the Branch. At
their urging, he sent the slide to the Begonian to be shared with everyone

... and we are glad he did.

CULTURE OF TUBEROUS BEGONIAS

From “Begonia Culture,” courtesy of the San Francisco Branch

Tuberous begonias can be grown
practically anywhere if protected
from hot, dry air or extreme cold.
They will grow in partial sunlight or
shade, where air is moist and they
are protected from the wind. They
grow especially well along the coast-
al regions in the so-called “fog
belts.” If grown in hot dry areas,
some means of providing an atmos-
phere of relatively high humidity and
controlled temperature is necessary.
High temperature or drafts of hot,
dry air will cause the buds to drop.
If grown in too much shade there
will be very few blooms. They grow
best in an environment of 50 to 60
percent shade.

They can be grown from seed,
stem cuttings or established tubers,
but growing from tubers is the sim-
plest method. Tubers can be pur-
chased from December through Ap-
ril and should be planted as soon as
the new buds appear. Best results are
obtained by planting tubers in flats
with well composted, coarse oak leaf
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mold. The tubers should be spaced
at least 214 to 3" apart, depression
side up, and should be covered with
3/ to 1”7 of leaf mold so roots will
develop over the entire surface of
the tuber. The flats should have good
drainage but should be kept moist.

When the new plants reach a
height of 4” to 6¢” they should have
a well developed root system and can
be transplanted to individual con-
tainers. Except for very small tubers,
pots or tubs smaller than 8” should
not be used, and shallow containers
— such as fern pots — give better re-
sults. Up-potting during the growing
season is not necessary as with other
begonias.

A good potting mix for tuberous
begonias is made from using half
last year’s mix combined with fresh
leaf mold which has been composted.
When transplanting, a small handful
of fish or cottonseed meal in the bot-
tom half of the container will stimu-
late healthy growth. Staking should
be done at this time also. Water in
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Camellia-flowered tuberhybrida blossom is a picotee, that is, the edges of the petals
are shaded with a second color — in this case, rose on white. Grown and photographed

by Wally Wagner.

well, with a solution of Vitamin B to
overcome possible shock.

During the early stages of the
growing season, tuberous begonias
should be fed with a high nitrogen
fertilizer every two to three weeks,
changing to bloom producing ferti-
lizer as the blooming season ap-
proaches.

One or two tip pinchings are rec-
ommended during the early stages
of growth for hanging basket types.

As the growing season nears an
end, in the late fall, tuberous begon-
ias will go into dormancy naturally.
In the final stages, water should be
withheld and the foliage and stems
allowed to separate from the tuber
without cutting or breaking. After
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complete separation, the tubers
should be dug up, all soil removed,
and the tubers dried in the sun for a
day or two. When dry, they should
be placed in flats and stored in a
cool, dry, ventilated area.

In the spring, when new buds ap-
pear, tubers are ready to start all
over again.

The major pests and diseases af-
fecting tuberous begonias are pow-
dery mildew, which can be controlled
with a preventative containing Kara-
thene; worms, which can be control-
led in the early stages of growth with
insecticides and later by manually re-
moving them; and rot which can best
be controlled by not overwatering
and making certain that the planting
medium is clean and free of fungi.
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A GARDEN TO LIVE IN
By Pat Maley, El Cajon, Calif.

Photos by Dennis Maley

a

Entrance to the Maley’s greenhouse and view of island.

Three yeats ago we built our first
greenhouse, an 8 x 10" kit model.
This was our learning model and
over time we learned much about its
possibilities and limitations. During
this same period we were also learn-
ing what we really wanted to grow,
and how to do so. We learned about
shading; for the regular weight fiber-
glass let in too much light and heat
for the shade plants and tropicals
we wanted to grow. In time we found
our niche in the plant world . . .
shade loving tropicals such as be-
gonias, ferns, gesneriads, aroids,
and orchids. And suddenly our little
8 x 10 pre-fab greenhouse was com-
pletely inadequate. We had a good
sized yard, but most of it baked in
the hot El Cajon sun, and so was use-
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less for our needs. Shade was needed,
and in large quantities.

January of 1977 we erected our
shade cover . . . a 16x20 ft. area
next to the house with a patio roof
of used fluorescent tubes. These have
been used for many years by shade
gardeners. Closer to the coast they
are often spaced like wood laths, to
let in more light. For our purposes,
we placed them side by side. (Whole
greenhouses can be built of them.)
Tubes have many advantages besides
often being acquired free. They are
easily hosed off. They allow light to
pass through, but cut off the burning
direct sun. The vacuum tubes also
function as insulation. During the
summer the area beneath remained
cool and moist; during El Cajon’s
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View of display benches.

Adjustable tiered display stand is eight feet across.

The Begonian

122



frosty nights of winter, tender ferns,
begonias, and fuchsias were pro-
tected.

But as you know, plants grow, and
deepening involvement found us col-
lecting more, many of them in need
of a bit more protected environment
than our shade patio could provide.
A greenhouse of sufficient size was
the only answer.

In the fall of 1977, land area was
cleared and leveled, black plastic was
put down, and 2 cubic yards of pea
gravel was delivered to our driveway,
to be carted back to the area by Den-
ny and the boys. Finally we were
building our dream. The building
seemed to take shape quickly. And it
was so BIG! How would we ever fill

it? (That was 6 months ago . . . now
we're wondering if we built it large
enough!)

The greenhouse is 17 x 22 ft. with
8 ft. side walls and 12 ft. peak. Flat,
clear fiberglass was used for the
sides. There is less heat loss than
with corrugated fiberglass, for there
is less surface area. The roof is also
flat fiberglass, but of a very dense,
opaque white, eliminating the need
to apply additional shading material
on the roof. The entire house is lined
with plastic stapled to the wood
frame, to create an insulating air
space. The north end of the green-
house faces onto the shade garden,
with an 8 ft. expanse of sliding glass
doors affording good viewing in or
out.
This is my dream of a greenhouse
. a combination of functional
growing space and an area of live-in
beauty. Just inside the sliding doors
are a small table and a couple of
chairs . . . a peaceful spot for a cup
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of coffee or to sit and sketch. Against
the east, west, and south walls are
benches and shelves of varying kinds,
some tiered, some flat. Plants hang
from the rafters. In the center of the
house is an ‘island’. Platforms hold
a mixed collage of begonias, ferns,
anthuriums, and orchids. Large bas-
kets hang overhead. It makes a love-
ly garden-island viewed through the
sliding doors.

As 1 said, the greenhouse is func-
tional also. Benches are designed for
working. They are modular and can
be adjusted or reassembled to offer
a variety of kinds of growing space
and to accommodate flats of 215"
and 4” young plants and also large
specimen plants. The sliding doors
are aesthetic, but also give a 4 ft.
wide doorway for ease of moving
large specimens in and out. So far we
have no automatic climate control
equipment other than two exhaust
fans. Hosing the gravel periodically
is the only means of providing mois-
ture to the air but it has proven suffi-
cient. There is an evaporative cooler
which we can use, but, again, we have
not had to do so yet. On the coldest
nights of the winter, the greenhouse
needed additional warmth which was
supplied by a 1300 watt heater, and
it assured that the temperatures did
not go below freezing.

Meanwhile, the 8 x 10 house has
been emptied, cleaned, lined with
plastic, and filled with propagating
benches. A continuous U-shaped
bench of redwood lines 3 walls of
the house. Sides were built up 6” to
hold propagating medium. On the
north side of the house, bench sides
are 12" high, and have a “lid” (wood

(Continued on page 126)
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Work board slides along edge of propagating benches.
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Another view of center island in large greenhouse.
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frame covered with plastic) which
lifts in 3 sections and can be hooked
open to a small shelf above. The bot-
tom of the redwood bench is lined
with 17 thick sheets of styrofoam, a
type made for insulating walls. On
top of this is 140 ft. of heavy duty
heating cable, plugged into a therm-
ostat which can be set from 30° to
120°. (‘This measures temperature of
the propagating medium itself, not
of the cables.) The styrofoam keeps
the heat going up into the propagat-
ing medium rather than being lost
through the bottom of the bench.
Denny built moveable wooden divid-
ers, so that I can divide the benches
into sections to experiment with dif-
ferent mediums. So far I've been too
busy to experiment, so I continue to
use coarse vermiculite (Zonolite)
which has proven a good medium
for me. With the thermostat set at
80°, in 10 days time B. ‘Dancing
Gitl’, B. ‘Paul Bee’, B. ‘Eunice Grey’,
and B. ‘Murray Morrison’ all had
nice clumps of 1”7 long roots in the
open bench. Leaf cuttings are slower,
of course. One section of bench has
just a 1”7 layer of vermiculite. On this
are plastic sweater boxes, terrariums,
young seedlings, and seed growing
containers. Denny also made a small
work board for preparing cuttings.
This slides onto the side of the bench
and can be moved to different areas.

Our next projects are to set paving
stones in the shade garden (I'm tired
of mud) and to install a redwood
Hot Tub in the midst of the jungle.

A greenhouse/garden can be much
more than just a place to grow plants.
The therapy of working with plants
is further enhanced by the joy of be-
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ing able to sit in their midst and ad-
mire the fruits of our labors. And
with a busy, noisy house full of chil-
dren and teenagers, it’s wonderful to
have a peaceful spot where all is
serene and calm. Our live-in garden
gives the plants a good environment
to grow in, and does the same for
the family.

My Experience With Orthene
By Wally Wagner, Silverton, Oregon

Articles in recent Begonians state
that Orthene is harmful to begonias
and should not be used . . . it is prob-
ably only the liquid formulation that
is causing the problem. We have
been using the soluble powder form-
ula since it came out with great re-
sults on begonias, fuchsias, ferns,
streptocarpus, etc. We have eliminat-
ed the white fly problem on fuchsias
with three applications of Orthene,
ten days apart. Even maidenhair
ferns were not damaged.

When the liquid form came out,
before the soluble powder Orthene
755SP was available, we tested var-
ious plants which we “innoculated”
with mealy bugs and aphids. These
included all of the plants mentioned
above plus philodendrons. The aph-
ids were gone after one application
and the mealy bugs ceased to exist
after the third application and didn’t
return. None of the plants, including
all classes of begonias were harmed.

The Indoor Light Gardening Society of
America, Inc., Dept. B, 128 West 58th
St,. New York, New York 10019. Dues
$5.00. Bi-monthly magazine LIGHT
GARDEN; cultural guides; seed ex-
change; round robins; chapters; slide
library.
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A NEW BEGONIA FRIEND

Ayako Yamamoto joined the ranks
of begonia growers about two years
ago shortly after she saw her first
cane-stemmed begonia at the home
of a friend. She soon established a
tiny collection and joined the Japan
Begonia Society. Aside from semper-
florens, only a few varieties of be-
gonia are available at plant shops
and she really has to search for dif-
ferent kinds. The collection now
numbers about fifty varieties. Some
of these are displayed in her “be-
gonia corner,” a well lit window in
her living room. The overflow is kept
at the greenhouse of Mr. Akagi, who
is a junior high school teacher and
whose own preference is for Paphio-
pedilums. Among the canes she now
grows are B. ‘Orange Rubra’, B. ‘An-
na Christine’, B. ‘Lucerna’, B. ‘Presi-
dent Carnot’, B. ‘Rubaiyat’ and B.
‘Lenore Olivier’. She also has B.
‘Norah Bedson’, B. bowerae nigra-
marga, B. heracleifolia nigricans, and
B. ‘Corbeille de Feu’ among the non-
canes. Like many other growers, she

would like to have her own green-
house eventually.

The Japan Begonia Society has
been the source of her plants, infor-
mation about begonias, and friend-
ship with other growers. Since she
lives in Okayama, and the JBS meets
at Osaka or Nishinomiya, both rath-
er long trips for her, the collection
increases slowly. Recently, she learn-
ed about Alice Clark’s Begonia Por-
traits, wrote to Mrs. Clark and soon
found a second correspondent in Pat
Maley, too.

Ayako, wife of a dentist and moth-
er of a teen-age son and daughter,
says the family enjoys traveling very
much. They have been to Disneyland,
spent another holiday in San Francis-
co, and most recently visited with a
friend in Scotland. On that trip they
visited the Royal Botanic Gardens at
Edinburgh and Kew. Perhaps some-
day she will again combine hobby
and vacation plans to attend an ABS
Convention and visit with her be-
gonia friends here.

Ayako Yamamoto with her family.
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- This page—Two views at New Gardens.
Left page — Close-u g exterior and interior views of the
egonia corner.”

Volume 45 ¢ May 1978 129



b

'y

“I visited the Hyogo Prefecture Flower Center with my
friends. You can see the beautiful tuberous begonias in the
greenhouse and the wonderful carpet of semperflorens outside.
I've been there twice. I'd like to visit again, but it takes about
two hours from Okayama.”

ROBERT B. HAMM

Begonias / Gesneriads / Unusual Plants
2951 ELLIOTT, WICHITA FALLS, TX 76308

For a price list plus a year’s worth of
special offers and additions send $1.00.

Open 10 AM - 5 PM Tues-Sat.

EXHIBITION MANUAL

. & M. Thompson
P.0. Drawer PP, Southampton, N.Y. 11968

An optional supplement of The Thompson Begonia
Guide for both subscribers and non-subscribers, ap-

roximately 100 pages. Price $4.75, optional binder
53.50, including packaging and shipping. N.Y.
residents add state tax. DISTRIBUTION DATE,
MARCH 15, 1978. To order write to:

N.Y.
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IN MEMORIAM

Carl Naumann

Car]l Naumann served as national
president of the American Begonia
Society in 1963. He was very active
in the San Gabriel Branch. His in-
terest and knowledge was applied to
many branch and national shows in
staging, exhibiting and judging. He
was owner and operator of a nursery,
and frequently served as instructor
of classes in growing begonias. He
died the first of March.

The Begonian



BEGONIA PROFILES
By Thelma O'Reilly, La Mesa, Calif.

BEGONIA 'DAISY"

While preparing the seminars for
Begonia Heritage, the 1976 ABS Na-
tional Convention and Show, I
thought it would be interesting to
include some of the Eastern hybrids
in the seminar “New Introductions
to Enjoy”.

Walter and Elda Haring, who are
always ready to cooperate and share,
arrived at the convention with a box
of Paul Lowe’s begonia hybrids
which included Begonia ‘Daisy’.

Begonia ‘Daisy’, while not one of
Paul’s recent hybrids, became my
favorite as I watched its progress.
Now, as it gaily heralds spring with
masses of pink blooms held high on
12-16 inch strong, softly hairy pe-
duncles, I am charmed by this rhi-
zomatous begonia. The blooms are
very large in comparison to the small
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leaves. There are two petals on both
male and female flowers. Large, pink
wings accentuate a green ovary. The
brown leaves have a vibrant green
star pattern and become a rich
bronze color as they mature. The
most distinct feature of B. ‘Daisy’ is
the villous surface that appears on all
plant parts except the blooms. I am
always tempted to touch this begonia
and pet it gently.

Begonia ‘Daisy’ resulted from mat-
ing Rudy Ziesenhenne’s B. ‘Chu-
mash’, a popular favorite of many
collectors, and the charming, small
Mexican species, B.-bowerae nigra-
marga.

Paul named Begonia ‘Daisy’ in
honor of his friend, Daisy Austin.
Daisy served as Membership Secre-
tary for the ABS from 1963-1966.
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Pau] was on the ABS Board of Di-
rectors during this time and they be-
came regular correspondents. She
was his guide to many begonia gar-
dens and nurseries on his trip to Cali-
fornia.

Begonia ‘Daisy’ thrives in my un-
heated lath house and propagates
quickly from leaves. It bears Regis-
tration #317 (see Begonian Sept.
1972). I have never seen B. ‘Daisy’
in a collection and cannot find it list-
ed in any of my catalogs. By sharing,
I hope we’ll see more of it in the
future.

* * *

villous — With long, soft, somewhat
wavy hairs.

ciliate — Beset with a marginal

fringe of hairs.

BEGONIAS FOR BEGINNERS

By Elda Haring
Hard cover 9.95, Paperback 5.95

BEGONIAS by Chevalier

Translated by Alva Graham
Paperback 10.00

BACK ISSUES, THE BEGONIAN

$.75 ea. Not all years are complete

ABS PINS
Green on gold tone emblem, $5.00

ORDER FROM ABS BOOKSTORE
LYDIA AUSTIN
15239 Eastwood Avenue
Lawndale, CA 90260
Calif. residents add 6%, tax.

peduncle — The stalk to a solitary
flower or to an inflorescence.

“Lord & Bumham makes a truly fine greenhouse.
- It’s the one

I chose for myself.”

A greenhouse is a very impor-

tant purchase. It really makes
good sense to get the best - one
that will last and give you years of
gardening pleasure. That’s why |
chose Lord & Burnham - for my
# home and for my T.V. series
Crockett’s Victory Garden. Their
product is excellent and has
been for over 120 years.
, If you're thinking about buying
& a greenhouse, talk to Lord &
Burnham first. | never seriously
considered anyone else.”

(( ™ LORD & BURNHAM

Division Burnham Corporation
IRVINGTON, N.Y. 10533 Dept. 14

Jim Crockett. Star of Crockett’s Victory Garden
T.V. Series. Author of the Time-Life
Encyclopedia of Gardening.

Send today for your copy of the new 1978
Lord & Burnham Catalog, Jim Crockett’s per-

sonal guide to the finest greenhouses in America.
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NEW ABS SHOW RULES
By Thelma O’Reilly, 10942 Sunray Place, La Mesa, Calif. 92041

The Show Chairman is required to
submit a report listing the names of
each plant and exhibitor of all ABS
Annual Show winners to the ABS
Board of Directors.

All New Begonia Introduction en-
tries must be registered with the No-
menclature Director. This includes
grower and commercial nursery en-
tries.

SPONSORS SOUGHT

Wallace Wagner has submitted
eight fine old Begonia prints from
Curtis Botanical Magazine to be used
in the Begonian. These exquisite and
rare color prints, done in the 1860s,
are housed in libraries where most
people will never have the opportun-
ity to see them. We propose to use
them in the Begonian in the same
manner as the recent photos (Janu-
ary and March 1978) and the print
of B. fischeri (June 1977). The Cur-
tis prints would be handsome in the
center of the magazine; they would
not fare well as cover subjects. To
reproduce them in black and white
would be a real injustice.

The price of reproducing them in
full color in the magazine is $100
each in sets of four. The current re-
ceipts of the Society do not warrant
the expenditure for additional color
printing. Letters have been sent to
the branches to sponsor one or part
of one of the prints. We urge indi-
viduals who would like to contribute
funds to help with the project to join
in with a donation. The names of in-
dividual donors and branches will be
given at the time of publication.
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Rules for “New Begonia Introduc-
tions by a Commercial Nursery':

1. All entries must be registered
with the ABS Nomenclature
Director.

2. All entries must have been re-
leased for sale within a year
from the previous ABS Annual
Show.

FOR COLOR PRINTS

In the event that we do not receive
sufficient funds to underwrite at least
a full set of four prints within a rea-
sonable time, the checks will be re-
turned to the donors. Checks should
be made payable to the ABS and cor-
respondence sent to the editors.

EXOTIC PLANT
SPECIALIST
FINEST SELECTION

Begonias
Gesneriads, Erodiums
Rare Tropicals
Terrarium Plants

New Color Catalogue $1.00

KARTUZ GREENHOUSES, INC.

92 B Chestnut St.
Wilmington, Ma. 01887
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CLAYTON M. KELLY SEED FUND
By Linda Miller, Director

My 1— B. cubensis: shrub-like, compact plant, with small, bare leaves.
Flowers white. Everblooming. = per pkt 1.00

My 2—B. engleri: curious, tall, shrub-like plant with red-haired stems;
dark green, wide leaves with white hairs; rose-pink blooms in spring
and summer. Easily grown from seed. ... per pkt .50

My 3 — B. luxurians: shrub-like, with large, bare leaves. Flowers cream
white in winter. per pkt 1.00

My 4— B. ottonis: shrub-like with small bronze-colored leaves. per pkt .50
My 5 — Mixed rhizomatous varieties. Some choice plants from this group.
per pkt .50

California residents please add 6% sales tax. All customers, please send a
self-addressed, stamped envelope. Make all checks or money orders payable
to: Clayton M. Kelly Seed Fund. Foreign customers, please pay in U.S. funds
only. Mail to: Mrs. Linda Miller, P. O. Box 227, Gardena, CA 90247.

Correction: In the Seed Fund listing for March, the flowers of B. sutherlandii
were described as “white” by the contributor. Normally the flowers are
yellow on this species, as I presume will develop on the plants grown from
this seed offering. Any abnormality should be reported to me.

NEW SEEDS

It is again time for the Seed Fund
to request seed from our ABS mem-
bers. We are in need of fresh and
different varieties. Can you help?

Contributions of seeds do not go
unrewarded. When sending seeds,
send a list of a few varieties that you
would like to have from recent is-
sues, or others that you may be look-
ing for. I will do my best to meet
your requirements. Seeds of species
are especially in demand, although
every contribution, no matter how
small, is appreciated. Even one seed
capsule of a rare or unusual plant
may enable your grower friends
around the world to share in the
growing of a new plant.

Questions are always coming in
the mail regarding setting, cleaning,
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and sending seed; so I will try to
answer some of your questions.

In order to obtain seeds, it is best
to hand pollinate your flowers. Many
plants will set seed on their own, but
the grower then does not know
whether the pollen has come from
the same plant or another close by.
When planted the seeds may not pro-
duce the same named plant. If either
parent plant is a hybrid itself, the
seeds will not reproduce the original
plant: the seedling will revert to the
hybrid’s parents or new cultivars
arise. The semperflorens varieties
produce seeds freely and these- are
great for the seed fund as is, for they
are used in mixtures anyway.

Begonias have 2 kinds of flowers
— male and female. The female is

The Begonian



easily identified by the winged ovary
in back of the petals. The male is the
pollen-bearing flower. When the pol-
len is ripe on the male flower, the
golden pollen will cover your finger-
nail like dust. Choose a female flower
that has been open 2-3 days. It will
be more ready to accept the pollen at
this stage.

There are several ways of transfer-
ring the pollen from the stamen of
the male plant to the pistil of the
female flower. One method is the use
of a small brush, picking up the pol-
len then lightly dusting it onto the
pistil of the female flower. Another
easy way is to remove the male flow-
er and hold over the female flower
and very carefully “rub their little
noses together”, or just dust the pol-
len onto the flower. Be careful not to
injure the pistils on the female flow-
ers.

If pollenization has taken place,
the petals usually drop from the fe-
male flower and the ovary will swell
with seed production. (Success!)
The seed pod should ripen in 2-4
weeks. Remove it from the plant
when the flower stem is dry. Do not
leave it on too long or the seed cap-
sule will open while still on the
plant, with seed sown in every sur-
rounding pot!

After removing seed pods, store
separate varieties in small paper bags
to completely dry. Seed should open
on its own into the bag. If some pods
still contain seed, open up each seed
compartment with a needle.

Dump seed onto a piece of paper,
leaving seed capsules in bag. Roll
seed off edge of this paper onto
another piece of -paper. Lightly tap
as you do so. Most chaff should re-
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main on the first paper. Another fast
way of removing most of the chaff
is to sift through a fine tea strainer.
This is especially good for large
quantities of seed. Any remaining
particles of foreign matter can be re-
moved with a tweezers. It is impot-
tant to get seeds as clean as possible,
for foreign particles can produce
fungus problems in your growing
medium.

For mailing seed, you can recycle
Seed Fund envelopes for packaging
or make your own. Regular paper,
onion skin, or roll-your-own-cigarette
papers are a few of the things you
can use. Do not use plastic for stor-
ing or sending seed. The seeds stick
to this like crazy. Make sure all ends
are closed well, so that seeds can’t
stray.

To avoid crushing in the mail,
(the postmark can do irreparable
damage!) use cotton, bubble pack-
ing, or even kleenex, as cushioning
material. Tty to position seed packet
in corner of envelope away from the
postal mark.

I hope these few suggestions will
help you. Try setting seed on your
plants, even if only for yourself and
your friends. If you have extra,
please share with the Seed Fund.
Send along with a short description
of the plant, and the plant name, if
known. Unlabelled varieties will be
combined and offered as mixtures.

Do you have an unusual or “sure
fire” method of sowing seed? Write
to me, so that different methods can
be shared with our growers.

For personal answers to begonia ques-
tions, write to Elda Haring, Begonia
Question Box, Box 236, Flat Rock, NC
28731.
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ROUND ROBIN NOTES
By Mabel Corwin, Round Robin Director

Propagation workshop

Everyone seems to be busy plant-
ing seeds and propagating since
spring has arrived. Pat Maley, Cali-
fornia, told how she has converted
her 8’ x 10’ greenhouse into a propa-
gation house. A large U - shaped
bench lines 3 sides. On one side of
the house the bench is 12" high with
a lid. The lid is a wood frame, cov-
ered with plastic, which lifts in three
sections. This section of the bench
has moveable wood dividers so she
can experiment with different prop-
agating mediums in different sec-
tions. At the present time she is us-
ing coarse vermiculite (zonolite)
which works well for her. Some cut-
tings are rooted in 10 days.

Prop box

Dorothy Jeanne Aikin, Maryland,
wrote: My prop box is a styrofoam
chest that was originally used to ship
tropical fish. I cut a large hole in the
lid and cover it with saran wrap.
Two or three inches of potting mix
on the bottom of the box and I am
in business. Cuttings and leaves go
directly into the mix, and the box
just fits on my light stand under the
bottom set of lights. The box is about
16” deep. Some of the rhizomatous
varieties stretch toward the light a
bit, but others find the conditions
just right. Reflection of light off the
white sides increases the light some-
what. The temperature is 5 to 10°
warmer inside the box and the hu-
midity is quite high. I've had tre-
mendous success with just about ev-
erything I've put in it.
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Rex propagation

This is the way Ben Dougherty,
California, starts rex leaves: I use 1
part strained peat moss and 1 part
vermiculite. I drill holes in the bot-
tom of plastic shoe boxes and use the
top of the box for a watering pan. I
cover the box with saran wrap and
put under lights. When they are
rooted, I pot the small plants in 6
oz. foam coffee cups with perforated
bottoms and sides. I water first with
B1 solution and later with very weak
fish base fertilizer.

Leaf wedges

Louis Padavan, New York, report-
ed: I have discovered an almost fool
proof way of getting every leaf
wedge to start. Near my house is a
bog. I get all the fresh sphagnum
moss I want. I dry this out before
using — then rinse thoroughly with
very hot water. I layer a plastic shoe
box (without any holes punched in
the bottom) with about an inch of
the moss. On top of this I place a
layer of 1 part perlite and 1 part
vermiculite that has been soaked with
Peter’s African Violet fertilizer. 1
place the leaf wedges about 1/ inch
apart in the mix, then put on the lid
which has holes punched in it. The
box is placed under lights. Shortly,
leaflets appear. I harden the plants
off after I have at least three good
leaves. Slowly the lid is removed. It
is at this point that the sphagnum
moss underneath serves much of its
purpose. I keep this moist with Shultz
Instant or other terrarium fertilizer.
I also use styrofoam cups filled with
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sphagnum moss for starting most
other begonias, especially rhizoma-
tous.

It has been suggested that we have
a robin for commercial growers. If
any members who are growing com-
mercially are interested, let me know
and I will be happy to start a flight.
If you have any questions about the
robins, write to me.

Mabel Corwin
1119 Loma Vista Way
Vista, CA 92083

Mini-Ads

The rate for advertising in this column
is $1 per line (about 36 characters) with
a minimum charge of $4. Payment for the
ad must accompany order.

Violets - Begonias - Episcias
Cuttings only. Send stamp for list.
Wilson’s Greenhouse, Route 1
Box 165-4 Ozark, MO 65721

The Gift Horse Greenhouse — begonias,
violets, cuttings only. List 35¢. Kit
Jeans, Rt. #1, Box 319, New Johnson-
ville, Tennessee 37134 (615) 535-2026.

THE THOMPSON BEGONIA GUIDE, second
edition. Three volumes; 975 pages; over
750 black and white photos; and many
line drawings. Volumes may be pur-
chased separately but subscription to
entire three volumes is required. To or-
der and for further information write
E. & M. Thompson, P.O. Drawer PP,
Southampton, N.Y. 11968.

The Good, The Rare and The Beautiful in
begonias. Rex, rhizomatous, cane and
shrubs. 25¢ for list. Visitors welcome.
Lera’s Greenhouse, P.O. Bx 948, Porter,
TX 77365 (713) 354-3567.

Begonias — Blue Ribbon Winners. Many
varieties. Retail only. Price list 35¢ or
stamps. John Sousa, Begonia Paradise
Nursery, 9471 Dana Road, Cutler Ridge,
FL 33157.

BEGONIAS. All types. Limited mail order
at present. List 35¢. MILLIE THOMP-
SON, 310-A Hill St., P. O. Drawer PP,
Sgg;hampton, NY 11968. (516) 283-
3237.
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NEW
CULTURE CERTIFICATES

Two (2) additional ABS Award
for Culture certificates may be award-
ed at the discretion of the Show
Chairman and/otr Awatds Chairman,
making a total of ten (10) certifi-
cates available in any one show. This
means that they may be awarded in
any one of the following eight (8)
basic begonia divisions: Cane-Like,
Shrub-Like, Thick-Stemmed, Sempet-
florens Types, Rhizomatous, Rex Cul-
torum, Semi-Tuberous and Tuberous,
and Tuberhybrida. When a Division
winner does not obtain the necessaty
90 points or better, the certificate al-
lotted for that Division may be given
in any of the remaining Divisions
listed above. A record containing the
name of plant winner and exhibitor
for each certificate awarded in all
shows must be submitted promptly to
the Awards Chairman. Any certifi-
cates not awarded must be returned
with this record.
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PLANT Beautifully & Naturally

in a
COCO-GRO™

(natural fiber)
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Enhance your plants! Made with rein-
forced brown coconut fiber, COCO-GRO™
Hanging Baskets provide drainage, retain
moisture, aerate roots, and insulate.
Sturdy, more durable than wire and moss,
yet lightweight. Convenient direct plant-
ing. Satisfaction guaranteed. With weather
treated jute hanger: 10” basket $4.95; 12”
basket $5.75; postpaid. Calif. residents
add 6% tax. Send check or M.O. to:

THE NUTRA COMPANY, Dept. B
2277 Jerrold Ave., S.F., CA 94124
Phone (415) 285-1133
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NOMINATIONS FOR THE 1978 ABS AWARDS
Thelma O’Reilly, Awards Chairman

NOW IS THE TIME to give ser-
ious consideration to your nomina-
tions for the three top American Be-
gonia Society Awards for 1978: the
Eva Kenworthy Gray Award, the
Herbert Dyckman Service Award and
the Alfred D. Robinson Memorial
Medal. Nominations may be made by
any member of the ABS and must be
submitted in writing. Please take
note that these awards are not given
for friendship or poularity but per-
formance and exceptional service.
The rules governing these awards are
as follows:

EVA KENWORTHY AWARD
This award is presented to a per-
son who has contributed literary ma-
terial which aided members in their
study and knowledge of begonias, or
who has been outstanding in his or
her promotion of interest in the cul-
ture of begonias and understanding
between the members in their pursuit
for knowledge of begonias. He or
she need not be a membr of the
American Begonia Society.

HERBERT P. DYCKMAN
SERVICE AWARD

This award is to be presented to a
member who has rendered long-time
or very outstanding service above and

beyond the normal duties of a mem-
ber or officer of the ABS.

ALFRED D. ROBINSON
MEMORIAL MEDAL
This medal is awarded to an out-
standing Begonia hybrid. The fol-
lowing rules govern this award:
1. All Begonia nominees must have
been registered with the ABS
Nomenclature Director.
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2. The originator of the Begonia
nominee must be a member of
ABS.

3. The Begonia nominee must have
been released to the public for at
least five years but not more than
ten years prior to nomination.
All nominations must reach the

Chairman of the Awards Committee

by July 7, 1978, in order that they

may be forwarded to the other six
members of the committee for review
and analysis. As there remains a great
deal of paperwork and details on the
part of the Awards Chairman after
the committee members have sub-
mitted their ballots, please mail your

nominations no later than July 1,

1978. Last year sixteen letters of

nomination arrived as much as fifteen

days after the deadline — making
them ineligible for consideration.

Please realize that as an ABS member

you have a duty to participate in sub-

mitting nominations of any person
or plant you consider worthy of be-
ing a recipient of one of these cher-
ished awards. Send your nominations
to:

Mrs. T. M. O'Reilly

Awards Chairman ABS

10942 Sunray Place

Las Mesa, California 92041

Note
You will be amazed to learn that

there are 157 begonia names that

may be eligible for the A. D. Robin-
son Memorial Award this year. Of
course, not all of them meet all the
requirements for nomination but
there is a large choice. I recommend
that members check the Begonia
(Continued on page 139)
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APPOINTED OFFICERS

Awards Chairman ... ... ... Thelma O'Reilly
10942 Sunray Place, La Mesa, CA 92041

Bookstore Manager ... ... Lydia Austin
15329 Eastwood Ave., Lawndale, CA 90260

Branch Relations Director ... ... . Evelyn Cronin
88 Ledgeways, Wellesley Hills, MA 02181

Business Manager .. ... ... Bill Walton
P.0. Box 4048, Torrance, CA 90510

Historian ... ... Frances Estrada
7914 Springer St., Downey, CA 90242

Judging Course Director ... ... Margaret Lee
1852 31st St., San Diego, CA 92102

Librarian ... Katherine Albertl

3322 Troy Dr., Hollywood, CA 90068

Membership Secretary ... ... Jacqueline Garinger
8302 Kittyhawk Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90045

Nomenclature Director ......... . Rudolf Zlesenhenne
1130 N. Milpas St., Santa Barbara, CA 93103
Parliamentarian ... Margaret Taylor

111 Evelyn Drive, Anaheim, CA 92805

Past Presidents Group Chairman ........ Walter Pease
8101 Vickshurg Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90045

Research Director ............ M. Carleton L'Hommedieu
370 Locust Ave., Oakdale, NY 11769

Public Relations Director ................... Corliss Engle
26 Edgehill Rd., Brookline, MA 02146

Round Robin Director ..................... Mabel Corwin
1119 Loma Vista Way, Vista, CA 92088

Seed Fund Director ..............ccoevevvvueninne Linda Miller
P.0. Box 227, Gardena, CA 90247

Show Chairman ... Joan Coulat
4111 DePaul Court, Sacramento, CA 95821

Slide Librarian ...............ccccooee. Nathan Randall
8200 Irondale Ave., Canoga Park, CA 91306

Speakers Bureau ............cocceoueuens Nathan Randall
8200 Irondale Ave., Canoga Park, CA 91306

BRANCH NATIONAL DIRECTORS

Alfred D. Robinson ... Margaret Lee
BUXEOM .o May Buck
Central San Joaquin ... Mary Reed

Denton ... .. ...
Desert Begonia Society Barbara Rogers
East Bay ... .. Glen Maynard
Eastern New York ..................... Betty Pullar
Eastside ... . Shelton Fisher
Edna Stewart Pittsburgh .... Dale Stewart
Elsa Fort ... ... ... .. Gladys Cooper
Garden Grove . ... Douglas Frost
Glendale ... .. Darlene Fuentes
Gordon Lepisto ..o Pat Burdick
Greater Chicago ... ... ... Susan Yamins
Greater Cincinnati . Nancy Cummings
Greater Rochester ... Eileen Franklin

..... Mae Blanton

Hampton . ... Mary Burnaford
Houston ... ... ... Aislee Russell
Jacksonville ...... ... Alice Ruffner
Knickerbocker ... . ... Ed Grasheim
Long Beach Parent .. ... Everitt Wright
Long Island .. . ... Marie Donnelly
Mesquite ... ... .. ... Yvonne Wells
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. Charles Jaros

Leslle Hatfleld

... D. G. Sullinger
... .. Marty Litton

Miaml

Monterey Bay .
North Long Beach
Orange County

Palmetto .. El McWhorter
Palomar .... Ralph Corwin
Portland La Verne Jenkins
Potomac . ... Allen Taylor
Redondo Area . ... Melba Gabbert
Rubidoux ... ..o s R. H. Terrell
Sacramento .. ... Lou Thompson
San Francisco .......... .cccooveeeioniennnn Isadore Qold
San Gabriel Valley . . ....... Walter Barnett
San Miguel . ... . . Paul Lee
Santa Barbara .. .. ... . ... Barbara Phillp
Santa Clara . ... ... Joseph McMahon
Seattls .. . . . ... Mary Dunnell
South Seattle Clarence Eastwood
Tampa Bay ... ..o Eunice Claggert
Theodosla Burr Shepherd ... Bill Brown
Westchester ... .......... Katherine Alberti
Western Pennsylvania .................... Agnes Hodgson
Whittler ..........c........... weeneen. Do G, Sullinger
Willlam Penn ..o Mrs. Lancelot Sims

If your branch director is not listed, it means
that the ABS Secretary does not have the name
and address on flle. Please send additions and
changes to Virginia Barnett, 1213 S. Mullender
Ave., West Covina, CA 91790.

The next branch directory will appear in the
July Issue.

The Board of Directors will meet May 22 at South
Gate Auditorium.

Nominations for Awards
(Continued from page 138)

Registrations in the back issues of
the Begonian and make a nomination
that meets the requirements for this
award. Take into consideration that
several eligible begonias will leave
the list in 1978 because they have
been in distribution for 10 years and
this is their LAST CHANCE to be
considered for this prestigious award.

Last year the Awards were won by
Ed and Millie Thompson, Gene Dan-
iels, and Begonia “Wanda’, in order
listed above. Previous winners from
all other years are listed on page 164,
June, 1977.
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American Begonia Society
8302 Kittyhawk Avenue
Los Angeles, California 90045

Address Correction Requested

Non Profit Org.
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
Permit No. 261
Culver City, Ca

* Hormex Rooting Powder

% Plastic Pots - by the dozen
* Polypropylene Shade Cloth
* Polyethylene Film

PARAMOUNT PERLITE CO.
(213) 633-1291
P.0. BOX 48-B
PARAMOUNT, CA. 90723

ANTONELLI BROTHERS

2545 Capitola Road
SANTA CRUZ, CALIFORNIA 95060
36-page color catalog 25 cents

planttalk/

UTH & WALTER PEASE
6863 La Tijera Boulevard Los Angeles, CA 90045
(213) 641-2130
NDOOR & OUTDOOR PLANTS ¢ EXOTICS
DECORATlVE CONTAINERS ¢ ACCESSORIES
PLANT RELATED GIFTS ¢ BOOKS « SERVICE

BEGONIAS )
HOUSE and GARDEN PLANTS
25¢ to cover mailing costs for plant list
ROUTH'S GREENHOUSE
Louisburg, Missouri 65685

BEGONIAS
REX BEGONIA SEED

RUDOLF ZIESENHENNE

$1.00 per pkt plus 13c postage
Calif. residents add 6% Sales Tax

1130 North Milpas Street
SANTA BARBARA, CALIFORNIA 93103

LEARN ABOUT FERNS

Join the

LOS ANGELES INT'L FERN SOCIETY

Membership only $8.00 per year
28 page Bulletin and 2 page Lesson monthly

4369C Tujunga Ave., No. Hollywood, Ca. 91604

“Schultz-Instant
YA~

Concentrated, H|gh Analys:s —All

Purpose — 10-15-10 “Starts and

Feeds™ all Plants Indoors and

Outdoors.

Ava:lable at your store or send
for 5% o0z, $2.00 lor 120z

rmclum mailing).

“Schultz-Instant

SOLUBLE EF FFR'I'II.IZEI!

Concentrated, High Analysis — All
Purpose — 20-30-20 crystals. Grows
Vegetables, Flowers, Roses, Trees,
Shrubs, Lawns, Etc., in Yards,
Gardens, Greenhouses.
Avaifable at your store or send $8.95 for
5 Ib (includes mailing).

BEGONIAS, GERANIUMS, EXOTICS
FERNS, OXALIS, CACTI, HERBS

1978 Catalog with Color — $2.00
85th Anniversary Issue

LOGEE'S GREENHOUSES
(Est. 1892)
55 North Street, Danielson, Connecticut 06239

Begonia
Farm

4111 - 242nd St, Walteria, Ca. 90505
TUBEROUS BEGONIAS

COMPLETE SELECTION OF BEGONIAS

SHADE PLANTS

FUCHSIAS——CAMELLIAS—FERNS
OPEN DAILY

Complete Nursery & Garden S S
PI% Mllt!? of ngc’:]b -

Hi-Way 101




