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TO standardize the nomenclature of Begonia;
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TO gather and publish information ill regard to
kinds, propagation and culture of Begonia and
companion plants;

TO issue a bulletin which will be mailed to all
members of the Society; and

TO bring into friendly contact all who love and
grow Begonia.
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THE OMATI BEGONIA CULTIVATED
. By J. Doorenbos, Dept. of Horticulture

Wageningen, the' Netherlands'

Begonia sharpeana F. von Mueller

In the Begonian of April 1976
John S. W omersley describes how he
collected the "Omati. Begonia", a
beautiful plant growing in Papua
along the Omati River and further
east along the Kikori River, which
runs roughly parallel to it. Dr. Wo-
mersley appeals to the taxonomic
botanist to join with the skilled horti-
culturist to bring this and other beau-
tiful species of Papua New Guinea
into cultivation. Last fall I received
seed of the Omati Begonia, giving
me the opportunity to make a modest
contribution towards this goal.

This seed had been collected on
the borders of the Kikori River by
Mr. J. F. U. Zieck, who made the
following notes about the plant and
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its natural habitat: "On steep slopes
of a limestone ridge bordering the
river, about 10 meters above sea lev-
el. Pink flowers, big roundish leaves,
red brown stripes radiating from the
centre. The plants are 'climbing', i.e.
they grow flat on almost perpendicu-
lar limestone rocks in a thin mulch
of old leaves etc. in the dark forest
shade, coming down to the river wa-
ter level. Very high rainfall (5000-
6000 mm/year)."

The seed was sown and germinated
rapidly, but the low light intensity
prevailing in Holland during the
winter threatened to be fatal to the
seedlings. Those remaining in the
greenhouse all died, but those put
under lights grew very well and are
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now coming into flower. At the mo-
ment the stems are rhizomatous, not
yet creeping as in Womersley's spec-
tacular pictures. Another difference
is that in our plants the striking
brown rays are visible only in the
young leaves but disappear when
these get older. The flower buds are
bright red, but when the flower opens
the inside"is pale pink.

The next question is of course:
which species have we got here? I
had noticed already from the picture

on the April 1976 cover that the
plant has creeping stems and four
tepals in the male flowers. This is
rather unusual for a Begonia from
New Guinea. Of the 64 species de-
scribed, only 11 have 4 tepals. Most
species from this island belongto the
section Petermannia which is charac-
terized by erect stems and 2 tepals
in the male and 5 (occasionally 3)
in the female flower. The species
with 4 tepals can be separated by the
following key.

, ,
, Key to New Guin,an Begonias with 4 male tepals

1. Plants stemless or prostrate .; 2
Plants ascendent or erect " 9

2. Plants stemless, tuberous , 3
Plants creeping, rooting at the nodes : 6

3. Stamens united to a column, ovary two-celled 4
Stamens free, ovary three-celled m 5

4. Leaves pale green, flowers pale pink B. physand1'a Merr. & Perry
Leaves variegated green and brown, flowers white

B. a1'chboldiana Merr. & Perry

5. Plants with only one leaf, broadly ovate and symmetrical, wings of
fruit about equal B. minjememiJ Irmsch.
Plants with several leaves, orbicular to ovate, asymmetrical, flowers
bright pink, one wing of fruit much larger than the other two

B. acaulis Merr. & Perry
6. Leaves 4-7 cm long and 3-6 em broad B. bartlettiana Merr. & Perry

Leaves larger 7

7. Leaves symmetrical, ovate, doubly dentate B. kaniemis Irmsch.
Leaves asymmetrical, -+- orbicular, -+- entire 8

8. Petioles glabrous, leaves 11-16 cm long and 11-12 em broad, anthers
60-70 (NE New Guinea) B. subcyclophylla Irmsch.
Petioles densely pilose, leaves large (up to 25 cm long and 20 em
broad), anthers 25-40 (Papua) . B. sharpeana F. van Muell.

9. Leaves lanceolate-elliptic, doubly serrate, 4-9 em long and 1-3 em
broad (\XT. Irian) B. bras.rii Merr. & Perry
Leaves palmately divided, the lobes pinnatifid ('fern leaf') 10

10. Wings of fruit about equal (New Guinea)
B. warlJllrgii Lauterb. & K. Schum.

One wing of fruit much larger than the other two (\XT. Irian)
B. oligandra Merr. & Perry
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With the help of this table, identi-
fication of our plants is not diffi-
cult, even if one has only the April
1976 cover to go by. Via 1 - 2 -
6 - 7 - 8 one reaches Begonia
sharpeana. This species was describ-
ed by Baron F. von Mueller in the
Journal of the Linnean Society of
New South Wales of 1887. (Actual-
ly, it was the second New Guinean
Begonia to be named, the first being
B. spilotophylla, described in 1976,
also by Von Mueller). The descrip-
tion, which is accompanied by a very
clear drawing, leaves little doubt
that our identification is correct. The
plant was originally discovered by
Theodore Bevan "in the vicinity of
the Aird-river." By comparing old
and modern maps I found that this
is the same as the Kikori River. Von
Mueller adds: "This handsome plant,
which should readily enter into hor-
ticulture, has been chosen to perpetu-
ate in the vegetation of the great
Papuan Island also the memory of
the Rev. Mr. Sharpe, who recently
succumbed as a martyr of Christiani-
ty, while carrying the gospel to the
wild regions of New Guinea."

We now have to try to perpe~
the name of this noble missionary in
horticulture. So far, the plant named
after the Rev. Sharpe has not proven
to be very difficult. We grow it in
peat mold, to which chalk and ferti-
lizer have been added. It requires
plenty of light (but no full sun
shine) and a high air humidity. The
latter is probably essential.

A few notes about the other plants
in our key. Begonia acaulis (cover of
the Begonian of August, 1973) is
one of the prettiest begonias I know
but very hard to grow. A few times
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B. sharpeana, the Omati Begonia
growing in Papua New Guinea

I have been able to distribute seed
produced by plants in our green-
house, which originated from seed
sent by Mr. Zieck. He also sent me
Begonia physandra which is even
more tender and which I have now
lost, after having grown it for a num-
ber of years.

Ten or twelve years ago I received
a sample of New Guinea seed from
the Seed Fund. This yielded a 'fern
leaf' Begonia, possibly B. oligandra.
If we had known as much about be-
gonias as we do now, we might have
saved it, but at the time we lacked
the experience and lost the plants be-
fore they flowered. They looked so
peculiar with their spreading fleshy
stems and finely dissected leaves that
it was not until much later that I
realised that it had been a Begonia.
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12th EASTERN REGIONAL SHOW
By Gene Moglia

From Begonia Gems, Long Island Branch Newsletter

The Show was a beautiful one, Francis Michelson of Miami had B.
completely filling the show room. 'Acicon', a cross of B. acida X B.
The Miami begonias were at their cOn1Jolvtllacea, and both parents
best in April, with many of the rhi- could be seen in the hybrid. Another
zomatous in full bloom. Alma Craw- beautiful one was his B. 'Fernan
ford's judging crew had a hard time Vell' a cross of B. fernando-costae
deciding best-in-show, which was X B. olsoniae. which had the pattern
finally won by Helene Jaros for B. of the leaf of the second plant on a
macdotlgallii var. brazil. Many of very hairy, compact plant.
the Miami members grow in baskets Dora Lee Dorsey of the Tampa
and there were abo':!t ten rac;ks full. Bay branch had a very nice hybrid of
B. masoniana grown by Luis Velez B. wollnyi. It had the characteristic
was beautiful with over 100 leaves. silvery-splashed leaf but the veins
B. 'Argenteo-guttata' grown by are a ruby red, and are raised on both
Charles Jaros also looked very good the top and bottom of the leaf.
and I've always considered this a dog Finally, a special mention has to
of a begonia. One interesting thing go to Charlene Guyer, who drove
about the Miami begonias was the with her husband from Rochester,
vibrant green of all the B. bowerae NY with B. exotica on her lap. It
hybrids. A large plant of B. bowerae arrived in excellent condition and
var. major fairly glowed across the won as best contained atmosphere
room. and the begonia travelling the great-

There were some interesting newest distance.
plants (at least to me) at the Show. Below: B. manicata aureo-maculata
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MIAMI SHOW WINNERS

Best in Show Trophy Winner
Begonia macdougallii var. brazil

ABS PERPETUAL TROPHY
FOR SWEEPSTAKES

Helene Jaros - 13 Blue Ribbons

ABS PERPETUAL TROPHY
FOR BEST IN SHOW

Helene Jaros - B. macdougallii
var. brazil

ABS PERPETUAL TROPHY
FOR BEST NOVICE ENTRY

Roberta Gay - B. 'Green Jewel'
THEODOSIA BURR SHEPHERD
PERPETUAL TROPHY
FOR BEST SEMP

Charles J. Jaros - B. 'Red Wonder'

MIDGE GRASHElM PERPETUAL
TROPHY FOR BEST MINIATURE

Bob Chisari - B. conchifolia
var. rubrimacula

MURRAY MORRISON
PERPETUAL TROPHY
FOR BEST KUSLER HYBRID

Helene Jaros - B. 'Gwen Lowell'
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SHOWING IS SHARING
PERPETUAL TROPHY

Helene Jaros - 38 Entries

BEST ENTRY BY A
MIAMI BRANCH MEMBER

Helene Jaros - B. macdougallii
var. brazil

BEST RHIZOMATOUS
DISTINCTIVE FOLIAGE

Marco Arida - B. masoniana

BEST RHIZOMATOUS
NOVICE GROWER

Roberta Gay - B. 'Green Jewel'
BEST BEGONIA TRAVELING
THE FARTHEST DISTANCE

Charlene Guyer, Rochester Branch -
B. exotica

AL BAKER MEMORIAL AWARD
Marco Arida - B. masoniana

BEST BOWERAE OR HYBRID
Charles J. Jaros - B. 'Cleopatra'
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BEST BEGONIA ENTERED
BY A NON-MEMBER ..

Audrey Goodall - B. paleata

JUNIOR SWEEPSTAKES
Cindy Smith

BEST NOVEL METHODS
OF GROWING, JUNIORS

Cindy Smith - B. 'Concord'

DIVISION TROPHIES
A. Cane-Like - B. 'Esther Albertine'

Alma Crawford
B. Shrub-Like - B. 'Medora'

Helene Jaros
D. Semperflorens-

Unnamed Semperflorens
Shelbie Cochran

E. RhizomatOus - B: macdougallii 'var.
brazil
Helene Jaros

F. Rex Cultorum - B. 'Sunburst'
Helene Jaros

G. Tuberous - B. suffruticosa
Shelbie Cochran

1. Contained Atmosphere (single
variety) - B. exotica
Charlene Guyer

J. Hanging Containers - B. foliosa
Art Clinton

K. Seedlings - B. suffruticosa
Erich Steiniger

O. Professional Growers - B. paleata
Audrey Goodall

P. Experienced Amateur Grower-
B. 'Cleopatra'
Charles J. Jaros

Q. Novice Grower - B. 'Green Jewel'
Roberta Gay

S. Artistic Arrangements - Centerpiece
B. bowerae
Helene Jaros

T. Novel Methods of Growing -
Rock Planting - B. versicolor
Bob Chisari

U. Junior Division - B. 'Richmondensis'
Cindy Smith

V. Educational - Begonia Culture
Miami Branch

W. Arts & Crafts - Needlepoint -
B. 'Merry Christmas'
Arline Waynick

X. Photography - Rex Leaf, Print
Glenn Maynard

No awards were made in Divisions
C, H, L, M, Nand Y.

A.B.S. CULTURAL AWARDS
Cane-Like: B. 'Esther Albertine'

Alma Crawford 95 Points
Cane-Like: B. 'Tom Ment'

Helene Jaros
Shrub-Like: B. 'Medora'

Helene Jaros
Shrub-Like: B. cubensis

Charles J. Jaros 95 Points
Semperflorens: B. 'Red Wonder'

Charles J. Jaros 94 Points
Rhizomatous: B. macdougallii var. brazil

Helene Jaros 98 Points
Rhizomatous: B. 'Silver Jewel'

Ann Holton 95 Points
Tuberous: B. suffruticosa

Shelbie Cochran

95 Points

99 Points

96 Points

Begonia art winner - Tea set with B. 'Sachsen' as theme, plate with B. 'Erythrophylla'
by Lis Schaefer.
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Joy Logee Martin with B. 'Lucy Lock-
ett', a dark red leafed semperflorens cul-
tivar which she hybridized.

At right is an excerpt from the Santa
Barbara Branch newsletter giving impres-
sions of the show by Keith Mautino, who
attended with the delegation from Santa
Barbara.

. . . At first we were amazed by the
hot humid climate. I thought, "How
can anyone grow begonias in this
weather!" As soon as I looked in the
showroom and saw the gorgeous be-
gonias and enthusiastic growers I
knew the answer. No matter what
adverse conditions"a begonia grower
encounters, he will do his best to
cope with them, whether hot or cold,
humid or dry. Too, we found many
differences in the plants grown under
these conditions. We were amazed
by Begonia bowerae in Florida. The
leaves were five and six inches and
colored very bright green. There
were large hanging. baskets of B.
'Norah Bedson', B. 'Argenteo-gutat-
ta' and B. 'Lucy Lockett', the double
semperflorens hybridized by Joy
Logee Martin of Connecticut, and a
gorgeous basket of B. 'Tom Ment'
. . . One of Barbara Philip's rex hy-
brids, B. 'Odessey'; brought the high-
est offer, $28, at the auction. . . It
was named by Mrs. Martin who do-
nated all the plants for the auction.

TROPHY FUND DONORS
The Miami Branch wishes to thank all for the donations for the 12th

Eastern Regional Begonia Convention and Show. All were appreciated.

Buxton Branch Maybelle Green
Hampton Branch Shelbie Cochran
Long Island Branch Marilyn Turner
Edna Stewart Branch Ray Weakley
Knickerbocker Branch Mr. & Mrs. Luis Perez
Connecticut Branch Betty Stockman
Greater Rochester Branch Helen Steele
Greater Cincinnati Branch Olive Milliman
Ed & Millie Thompson John Sousa
Frank Kerin Bonnie Baker
Helene & Charles J. Jaros Jacksonville Branch
Tropic Gardens' Nursery Tampa Bay Branch
Alma 1. Crawford
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12th EASTERN REGIONAL CONVENTION &
SHOW REPORT

By Helene Jaros, Convention Chairman

The convention and show which
took place in Miami, Fla was both
beautiful and a smashing success.
Three banquet rooms, total size 30
x 90 feet, were opened up and artis-
tically designed by member Ray
Weakley. Large hanging baskets and
many rare and beautiful begonias be-
gan arriving early on Thursday
morning. We were lucky to have
Gene Moglia, who is very knowl-
edgeable, from the Long Islimd
Branch as Classification Chairman.
As large supplies of begonias kept
arriving, Frank Kerin, Sue Colaizzi
from the Edna Stewart Branch and
Shelbie Cochran from the Miami
Branch worked well into the night
entering and arranging plants for
Friday morning judging.

There were 350 entries in the
show, 20 branches were represented
and also numerous members-at-
large. We were very happy to see so
many California Branch members at-
tending. It was one of the largest
groups from the West Coast to at-
tend an Eastern Convention. Young
begonia grower Keith Mautino from
the Santa Barbara Branch was a de-
lightful guest.

We had a lovely luncheon on Fri-
day with Frances Hunter, Mistress
of Ceremonies, presiding. At the
luncheon we honored the National
Board of Directors. We were very
pleased to have so many present.
Dade County Commissioner Barry
Schreiber welcomed all the Branch
members and guests to Miami. After
judging was finished Paul Lowe in-
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troduced Rudolf Ziesenhenne who
honored us by cutting the ribbon for
our grand opening of the show. The
begonia show was then officially
opened to the public to view.

Dr. John Poponoe, Director of
Fairchild Tropical Gardens, gave an
interesting seminar on "The Begonia
Collection of Fairchild Garden &
Plant Introduction Program." Then
we had a delightful seminar by Joy
Logee Martin from Logee's Green-
house on "Begonia Introductions of
New Hybrids". She brought quite a
few beautiful new begonias with her,
which she donated and which were
auctioned after the closing Saturday
Banquet.

At the Awards Banquet, all of the
Branch Presidents that were present
and the different branches were wel-
comed with the Roll Call by Frances
Hunter. Arline Peck, who is presi-
dent of the Connecticut Branch, is
the only person to have attended all
12 Eastern Conventions. Keith Tynes
and accompanist Allen Comyns en-
tertained us with beautiful music and
songs.

Early Saturday morning we had
seminars by Laura Smith, "Hanging
Baskets from Sphagnum & Cypress
Bark", Ann Helton from the Jack-
sonville Branch on "Re-acclimating
Your Begonias", Dr. J. A. McArthur
from Florida International Universi-
ty on "Lighting Systems & Begonias
for Indoor Growing". Then off on
the tours, first to Fairchild Tropical
Gardens which has 83 acres of tropi-
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cal beauty with 500 different varie-
ties of palms and a large cycad col-
lection, also a Rare Plant House and
a Tropical Rain Forest. Then to Par-
rot Jungle which is truly a beautiful
jungle of birds, rare plants, orchids,
ferns, begonias, and bromeliads. The
Jungle occupies 20 acres of hammock
land. A cactus ravine is planted in
one area and a flower bedecked ter-
race looks out over a lake, that is the
home of a large flock of flamingos.
The tour was directed by Nat DeLe-
on who is Chief Horticulturist of
Parrot Jungle. Mr. DeLeon is a fa-
mous Bromeliad hybridizer, and has
also collected begonias from South
America.

We enjoyed a cocktail hour in the
show room and our Saturday Ban-
quet was in honor of Begonia Hy-
bridizers: Joy Logee Martin, Michael
Kartuz, Paul Lowe, Rudolf Ziesen-
henne, Dora Lee Dorsey, from the
Tampa Branch, Francis Michelson,
James Wyrtzen, and Patrick Worley.
After the banquet Rudolf Ziesen-
henne gave a seminar on "Hybridiz-
ing Begonias" while everyone sat
spellbound. Luis Perez was our Mas-
ter of Ceremonies for the day. We
all enjoyed many door prizes and an
auction, and so came to a close, with
regret, the beautiful 12th Eastern
Regional Begonia Convention and
Show.

EASTERN REGIONAL SHOW COMMITTEE

Convention Chairman
Helene Jaros

Co-Chairmen
Alma L. Crawford
Charles J. Jaros

Show Designer
Ray Weakley

Schedules & Program
Alma L. Crawford

Clerks
Eloise Sniffen

Judges
Alma L. Crawford

Registration
Elizabeth Davis

Hospitality
Rosemond Meriweather

Classification
Gene Moglia

Plant Sales
Mr. & Mrs. Francis Michelson

Publicity
Helene Jaros

Tours
Art Clinton

Awards
Charles J. Jaros
Laura Smith

Funds
Laura Smith

Hosts & Hostesses
Maybelle Green

Photo credits thi~ issue: Jansen, p. 199; Charles Jaros, pp. 202, 204, 205, 208, 209;
Gene Moglia, pp. 203, 210, 211 tOp; M. Mundell, pp. 213, 214, cover. Bates,
p. 211, bottOm; J. Womersley, p. 207.
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SHOW

Murray Morrison
Perpetual Trophy
for Best Kusler Hybrid
B. 'Gwen Lowell'
Helene Jaros, exhibitOr

Division Trophy
Hanging Container
B. foliosa
Art Clinton, exhibitor

Blue ribbon
B. 'Arcola'
Ann Helton, exhibitOr
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SCENES

Cultural Award
B. cubensis
Charles J. Jaros,
exhibitor

Best Begonia entered
by non-member,
Best Begonia by
professional grower
B. paleata
Audrey Goodall,
exhibitor

Blue ribbon
B. 'Sachsen'
Helene Jaros
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Knickerbocker Branch (left to right) Norma Chenkin, Don Lathrom,
Pres. Marjorie Mack, Helen Simmons, Jim Fryer.

Helen Simmons, Knickerbocker, Charles Jaros, Co-Chairman of Convention,
Miami, Barbara Jackson, Potomac Branch (left to right).
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Edna Stewart, Pittsburgh Branch (left to right) Mr. & Mrs. Dale. Stewart,
Marie Treat, Frank Kerin, Suzanne Colaizzi, President.

~--~
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Cindy Smith, Junior Sweepstakes Winner, with various awards.
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MY BEGONIA EXOTICA
By Charlene Guyer, Henrietta, New York

On April 8th, we left Rochester, tolerate high temperatures. I almost
bound for two weeks vacation in sun- lost B. exotica after the show when
ny Florida with suitcases and one we left our car for one hour with the
terrarium containing a single plant windows rolled up. The temperature
of B. exotica. I didn't know how it in the car climbed rapidly and must
was going to react to riding 1700 have been over 100 degrees. For-
miles on the floor of our car with tunately, by placing the plant in a
our daughter Sandie, but I was deter- cool room and sprinkling with water,
mined to enter it in the 12th annual it revived by late night and I knew
Eastern Begonia Convention and I had to be watchful after that.
Show in Miami. I kept it out of the Note: This excellent specimen won
sun. Each and every night 1 took it a blue ribbon, a rosette ribbon for
into our motel room and sprin~led best in division, and the Jaros award
a very few drops over the soil. for the begonia traveling the longest

My B. exotica grows in a terrarium distance to be entered in the show.
and I cover the small hole on the top Charlene Guyer sent a photo of the
with a clear plastic lid similar to one prizewinner in a high dome, egg-
found on the top of some potato chip shaped terrarium. Unfortunately, the
cans. It sits on a shelf in my plant camera flash reflected off the surface
room under fluorescent lights. The in such a way that the photo could
lights are four foot, double tube set- not be printed to show the beauty
ups with one regular cool white and and size of the plant. The climatic
one wide spectrum bulb. The lights conditions during the trip were a
are on a maximum of 15 hours in the challenge to the maintenance of this
dead of winter and 10 hours in sum- prize winner.
mer. I first put either aquarium grav-
el or stones in the bottom of the ter-
rarium, then about two inches of pot-
ting mix (I use two parts potting
soil, one part vermiculite and 1 part
Jiffy mix) over that. B. exotica grew
about 14 months in the same terrar-
ium with watering about every two
weeks and every other time a slight
drop of fertilizer. The aquarium
gravel used in the bottom had been
used previously in an aquarium with
fish so that it still contained some nu-
trients from the fish droppings.

One thing I found was that I had
to be careful about the temperature
of the automobile getting too high
since any plant in a terrarium can't
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The Indoor Light Gardening Society of
America, Inc., Dept. B, 128 West 58th
St,. New York, New York 10019. Dues
$5.00. Bi-monthly magazine LIGHT
GARDEN; cultural guides; seed ex-
change; round robins; chapters; slide
library.
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HEALTHY

PLANTS
PLANT FOOD dissolves instantly in water.

18.20-16 Analysis. Send $ 1. for 3 oz. trial size
ppd. Ask about our PROFIT MAKER for your
club treasury. Dept. T at PLANTSMITH
1924 Plymouth St. Mountain View CA 94043
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SCENES FROM SACRAMENTO
Cover Photo of the garden of Clarence and Tish Hall by Monroe Mundell

By Pam Mundell, Sacramento, Calif.

the Sacramento community. Every-
body is enthralled when he talks
about begonias and companion shade
plants. Clarence served as President
of the Sacramento Branch in 1967
and since then has served in various
chairmanships on the Board. He has
been national ABS President twice.

The Hall's Greenhouses

The garden of Clarence and Tish
Hall and its two greenhouses will
be a part of the garden' tour at the
national ABS convention this year.
The Halls have been active members
of the Sacramento Branch since their
relocation to the Sacramento Valley
in 1965. The shade garden behind
the greenhouses is constructed of red-
wood and fluorescent tubes as are the
shade structures over the walkway
which runs in front of the two green-
houses. Clarence and Tish put in
both front and back gardens, planted
all existing trees and shrubs, and
Clarence himself put in both green.."
houses. Each year, their garden is
asplash with color. All annuals are
started from seeds. Clarence has been
instrumental in spreading the love,
joy, and beauty of begonias within
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Capital Park, as seen from the Six-
teenth Street entrance. The park is
two city blocks wide and four city
blocks in length and contains a vast
array of evergreens and thousands of
flowers. As a part of the 1976 Bi-
centennial effort, the State capital is
undergoing a restoration. There was
scaffolding behind the golden dome
at the time this picture was taken.

The Iva Gard Shepard Garden and
Arts Center is the meeting place of
the Sacramento Branch. It is main-
tained by the City Parks and Recrea-
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Shepard Garden and Arts Center

tion Department and was made pos-
sible by years of hard work and do-
nations from the more than 40
groups, chiefly art and floral socie-
ties, which meet here monthly. All
monies used for improvement and
maintenance are the results of an an-
nual white elephant sale held at the
Cal-Expo each October. Only the
salaries of the custodians are from
the city budget. The next project is
the addition of a wing with expanded
kitchen facilities, which has been pro-
posed to the City Council for sev-
eral years and is not yet underway,
but we do not give up easily wheri it
comes to expanding this building so
all can enjoy it.

A PRE-CONVENTION MESSAGE
By Charles Richardson, ABS President

We hope that many of you are Any appointed or elected national
planning to attend the National Con- officer or national branch director
vention and Show in Sacramento this who will not be submitting his writ-
September. This year the Annual ten report at the annual meeting in
meeting will be Friday afternoon, Sacramento should mail his report
and after adjournment, will continue to me by September 1. My address is
on Saturday afternoon in an effort 696 Barsby Street
to hear written reports from all ABS Vista, CA 92083
National Directors and members-at- At the Wichita Falls Get Together
large, as well as elected and appoint- I had an opportunity to talk to most
ed national officers. The reports must of the 54 members present. Most
be concise and brief. We hope to get were members-at-Iarge. Being able
input from the national officers on to talk to other begonia enthusiasts
how they have operated the past two was a new experience to them. From
years. This material will be turned this group came the concept of hav-
over to a committee to outline the ing a Regional group so that they
duties and procedures of carrying on would be aware of the activities in
these offices. From the national di- '\heir area and get the newsletters.
rectors and the members-at-Iarge, we It is hoped that this thought. will
hope to get input that will benefit spread to other areas so that the
the Society. Suggestions are most members-at-Iarge will be a part of
welcome. Action will be taken on the mainstream - not isolated indi-
them. viduals. From this group came the
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question of what it takes to host a
National Show and Convention. I
gave my point of view of the require-
ments to them, and the Bylaws com-
mittee have reviewed their sugges-
tions and have proposed for your
consideration putting them into our
Bylaws. You, as a member-at- large
or a National Director not able to
attend the Board meetings, have the
same opportunity by mailing your
thoughts to either me or the incom-
ing President. We shall turn them
over to the right committee for ac-
tion.

When the Bylaws committee has
completed its work, another commit-
tee is going to work on defining the
duties and procedures of all elected
and appointed officers so that they
can more efficiently carry out their
duties.

Starting this fall, we are going to
have a computerized mal1ing system.
This will give us an up-to-date mem-
bership roster every quarter, and will
eliminate the problems that we have
had recently in sending out partial
membership lists to members wishing
to start new branches.

Starting this fall, we are going to
have a Corresponding Secretary, who
will assist the President. Correspond-
ence is very time-consuming since it
involves not only answering letters
but the writing of many other types
of letters. This will give the Presi-
dent more time to devote to originat-
ing new ideas and better planning.

Three committees have recently
been formed around improving our
National Shows and Conventions.
One is preparing a pamphlet of in-
structions and suggestions on the du-
ties of each one on the show commit-
tee, and a procedure to follow. They
will be going through old Begonians,
and material from earlier shows.
Another committee is going to review
the problems of the present Classifi-
cation Guide and another committee
will review Classification and Entries.

AICof these programs that' 1 have
briefly outlined to you originated
either from a committee or from a
member such as yourself. Please
make your report and suggestions
brief so that we can hear from every-
one at the Annual Meeting. See you
in Sacramento.

Southwest Begonia Growers Bus Tour to National Convention

As an outgrowth of the Southwest
Begonia Growers Get Together, the
S.W. Begonia Growers Association
will be running a bus tour to the Na-
tional Convention in Sacramento,
California.

The trip will originate from Wich-
ita Falls, Texas and will have pick
up points in Dallas, Abilene and EI
Paso, Texas; Tucson and Phoenix
Arizona. The trip will be an adven-
ture for all, and since we will have
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our own bus to use, we are planning
several side trips to go plant hunt-
mg.

The bus leaves Wichita Falls, Tx
on Sept. 12th, and returns Sept. 20th.
For a full schedule of times, prices
etc., contact S.W. Begonia Growers,

Robert Hamm - Coordinator
2951 Elliott
Wichita Falls, TX 76308
Phone (817) 691-1295.
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WATERING BEGONIAS
From an instruction sheet distributed at the Eastern Regional Show.

An old saying goes: If you \Vater If your begonia is extremely dry
a Begonia too much you will soon and wilted, give it just a little water.
have a Be-gone-ia. Let it stand a couple of hours, give

It is probable that more begonias it a little more, and repeat until your
die from overwatering than from any begonia is back to normal again. The
other cause. They cannot be watered best time to water begonias is in the
by the calendar since different plants morning.
require more or less frequent water- When a plant goes into a dormant
ings. Too much water can be as period, it should be given only a
harmful as. too little. Overwatering small amount of water periodically
can cause root rot, especially with the until it is in the active growing sea-
rhizomatous types, and too little can son again.
cause wilting and distorted leaves. When one observes the condition
A simple rule to follow is to water of the plant and the soil, he will be
when the surface of the soil is dryable to judge when water is needed
to touch. by just looking, but if in doubt, one

With a plastic pot a good clue is can touch the soil with a finger. All
to heft the pot. If it is very light it one needs is an interest and general
will probably need water, whereas if knowledge. Begonias are really easy
it is heavy when lifted it probably to grow.
will not need to be watered.

GARDEN GROVE
BRANCH SHOW

The Garden Grove Branch Show
will be held September 9 and 10,
1978. It will be open to the public
from noon to 5 p.m. both days. This
will be a judged show.

There will be a "super-duper"
plant sale including many rare or
hard to find begonias. The show will
be held at the Huntington Center,
San Diego Freeway at Beach Blvd.,
on the enclosed mall near Penneys.
Admission is free.

ROBERT B. HAMM
Begonias / Gesneriads / Unusual Plants

2951 ELlIOn, WICHITA FALLS,1X 76308

For a price list plus a year's worth of
special offers and additions send $1.00.

Open 10 AM - 5 PM Tues.Sat.
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B. 'Daisy' Available
Mrs. Lythea Gatounis, an ABS

member and a collector of begonias,
wrote that she purchased many small
plants from Paul Lowe when he
moved to Florida from South Caro-
lina last year. She believes she may
be one of the few people who has
Begonia 'Daisy' which was featured
in the May issue of the Begonian.
Her address is 132 Folly Road,
Charleston, SC 29407. .

You may write for further infor-
mation about omtaining plants.

ABS LIBRARY NOTICE
There have been difficulties with the

mail for the ABS library and bookstOre.
If you have not had an answer to your
recent request, please contact Treasurer
Gil Estrada about your problem.
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ROUND ROBIN NOTES

If you are a member of the Ameri-
can Begonia Society and you are not
taking part in the Round Robins, you
are not getting the full value from
your membership. We have many
very interesting flights going around
now. If you would like information
about the robins, write to me. I'll be
happy to answer your questions.

Propagation boxes
Carolyn Collman, California, made

these suggestions: She likes to tape
two bottoms of sweater boxes to-
gether on one side, one on top of the
other. This works like a hinge. This
gives enough height to grow tall
cuttings if they need to be covered
while rooting. She uses plastic glass-
es for mini-terrariums, putting one
on top of the other and taping to-
gether. Holes can be made in the top
and the bottom with a hot ice pick.
Carolyn often uses solo cups - both
the 31/2 oz. and the 5 oz. size and the
9 oz. size plastic glasses for pots. She
has used styrofoam cups with good
results, but finds these tip over easily
because they are so light.

Carol yn sometimes uses a styro-
foam egg carton for propagating.
She cuts the top off and this becomes
a tray for the bottom. She cuts off the
side sections, punches holes in the
bottom and fills with her favorite
rooting medium. This works great
for leaves and small cuttings. It is al-
so good for planting seeds. Two of
these will fit in a sweater box with
space for some small pots.

Root Rot Solution
Carolyn says that over-potting is a

very bad practice. After potting she
uses a meat baster and waters around
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the root ball and not around the
edges where there are no roots. This
prevents overwatering small plants.

Tube recommendation
Wilbur Graves, Washington,

wrote: The best fluorescent tubes to
date are the Power Twist by Duro
Lite. They are available in lengths
from 12 to 96 inches. The twist adds
20%) more light, and though initially
expensive they are guaranteed for
30,000 hours. The supplier says to be
sure the bracket ends of the fixtures
are tight so the pins of the tubes are
held snugly, otherwise the tubes
don't last as long as they should.

Plant records
Alta Soule, California, made this

good sliggestion: Keeping a record
of your plants is fun and educational.
Mine are just little cards from the
variety store used for writing cooking
recipes. I put the name of the plant,
the cross, where I can find and study
anything about it. On the back of the
card, I put a picture of the plant and
the name of any book or publication
with the page, year, etc. if I have
this information.

Cuttings
Dorcas Resleff, Washington, re-

ceived an order of begonia cuttings.
She planted them in plastic six-packs
filled with perlite and vermiculite.
She set this in a pyrex pan and placed
on a heating cable. She found she has
to watch the bottom moisture close-
ly. A few special cuttings she placed
in her 'California Fruit Ripening
Bowl' in good light. The bowl con-
tains potting mix, so for each leaf
she made a hole and filled it with
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damp perlite. This plastic bowl has
a lid with a circle of quarter inch
holes in the top. She had ve~y good
luck using it for cuttings last sum-
mer.

In the May issue we wrote about
using a styrofoam lug box for propa-
gating. Ann Shore, California, re-
ports that she keeps several of these
going all the time. She takes one with
her to club meetings, especially if
they are having a cutting workshop.
Others have reported carrying one
along when they travel by car. When
they visit robin friends and receive
cuttings they can plant immediately
and sometimes they are rooted by the
time they arrive home. Ann suggests
if you are in the market and see the
clerk placing grapes on display from
such a box, he will probably give it
to you if you ask.

Fern note
Thelma Adair, Minnestoa, had a

hard time keeping her ferns over the
winter. She moved them to the kitch-
en and placed over a humidifier and
they were much happier.

Potting mix
Betty Davenport, Washington,

learned that perlite should be kept at
a minimum in the potting mix if you
live in an area where fluoride is pres-
ent in the water because it retains
fluoride. As a result she uses very
little in her potting mix. She prefers
a mix of 3 parts peatmoss, 2 parts
vermiculite, and 1 part perlite. To
each quart of this mix she adds 5
level tablespoons dolomite lime.

Mildew control
Art Sackenruther, California, likes

Lysol spray for mildew and uses
Spoonit fertilizer because it contains
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an ingredient that inhibits mildew.
Growers in his area feed their tu-
berhybrida begonias exclusively with
Spoonit and never have mildew on
them.
Watering

Jack Anderson, Illinois, says if you
have an aquarium, use the water, es-
pecially when cleaning it, on your
plants. The dirtier the water, the bet-
ter. Plants thrive on this.

Growing from seeds
Shirley Johnson, Florida, reports:

I have excellent luck with all seeds,
even fern spores, when I dampen my
sterile mix evenly, scatter the seeds
on the surface of the mix, then en-
close in a Ziploc bag. I leave it com-
pletely undisturbed for however long
it takes to produce two leaves. Then
I open the top, but leave the pot in
the bag as the intermediate step in
gradually hardening off. Then I re-
move the bag entirely, leaving un-
disturbed for awhile before gradually
pricking out the seedlings and put-
ting in community pots or individual
pots. Although the Ziploc bags are
slightly more expensive I use them
in all my work since the plastic is
heavy enough to stand alone and
doesn't collapse upon seedlings or
cuttings.

Clay pots
Debi Miller, California, was using

plastic pots in her greenhouse. When
automatic drip watering was install-
ed her plants stayed too wet, so she
re-potted everything into clay pots.
Everything looks much better now.

I am looking forward to seeing
you at the convention in Sacramento.

Mabel Corwin
1119 Lorna Vista Way
Vista, CA 92083
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THE RUSH IS ON
I hear there has been begonias dis-

covered in Sacramento!

People as far away as Texas, Flor-
ida, and Illinois are on their way
west across the Plains to the "Be-
gonia Bonanza" country.

In recognition of the find and the
wonderful people who are coming,
we are "fixin' " to make a large be-
gonia quilt that will be auctioned off
for gold pieces!

We in the West hear that the
French call their stores "bow-teeks"
- so not wanten to be put under,
we will have a speshul plant bou-
tique, plus a large display of begonia
"nuggets" for sale to everyone.

With the rush of people into the
begonia valley, we will need all the
able-bodied hands to help. If you
want to assist, just let it be known.

The snowie peaks of the Sierra Ne-
vadas to the east, the delightful ocean
fog to the west - the beautiful Sac-
ramento Valley and the "Begonia Bo-
nanza" await you September 15, 16,
and 17.

By Gerry & Shirley Wilson

Pacific Horticulture
a magazine about

plants and gardens of the west.
Quarterly, U.S. $6, Foreign $7

Hall of Flowers, Golden Gate Park
San Francisco, CA 94122

Beautiful cyclopedia TROPICA; 7,000 all-
color photos of Exotic Plants, includ-
ing 215 Begonias, 1,1200 'pages; list
price $115.00; introductory offer to
October $98.00, postpaid if check with
order. Circulars gladly sent. Roehrs
Company, Box 125, E. Rutherford, NJ
07073.
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Mini-Ads

The rate for advertising in this column
is $1 per line (about 36 characters) with
a minimum charge of $4. Payment for the
ad must accompany order. Send order to
Advertising Manager.

Violets -Begonias -Eplsclas
Cuttings only. Send stamp for list.
Wilson's Greenhouse, Route 1
Box 165.4 Ozark, MO 65721

BEGONIAS. FeaturIng Wally Wagner hy-
brids, gesnerlads, miniatures for light
gardens. List 35t/ Pat Morrison/Jim
Heffner, 5305 S.W. Hamilton St., Port.
land, OR 97221.

The Gift Ho Greenhouse - begonias,
violets, cuttings only. List 35t/. Kit
Jeans, Rt. #1, Box 319, New Johnson-
ville, Tennessee 37134 (615) 535.2026.

THE THOMPSON BEGONIAGUIDE, second
edition. Three volumes; 975 pages; over
750 black and white photos; and many
line drawings. Volumes may be pur-
chased separately but subscription to
entire three volumes Is required. To or-
der and for further Information write
E. & M. Thompson, P.O. Drawer PP,
Southampton, N.Y. 11968.

The Good, The Rare and The Beautiful in
begonias. Rex, rhizomatous, cane and
shrubs. 254 for list. Visitors welcome.
Lera's Greenhouse, P. O. Box 551, Wal-
ler, Texas 77484 (713) 372.2800.

Begonias - Blue Ribbon Winners. Many
varieties. Retail only. Price list 35t/ or
stamps. John Sousa, Begonia Paradise
Nursery, 9471 Dana Road, Cutler Ridge,
FL 33157.

BEGONIAS. All types. Limited mail order
at present. List 35t/. MILLIE THOMP-
SON, 310-A Hill St., P. O. Drawer PP,
Southampton, NY 11968. (516) 283.
3237.

Exhibition Manual. An optional supple-
ment of The Thompson Begonia Guide
for both subscribers and non.subscrib-
ers, approximately 100 pages. Price
$4.75, optional binder $3.50, including
packaging and shipping. N.Y. residents
add state tax. Now in distribution. E. &
M. Thompson, P.O. Drawer PP, South-
ampton. NY 11968.

BEGONIAS, Popular varieties, new hybrids,
300 kinds. 20t/ cash or stamp for list.
Rainbow Begonia Gardens, Box 991,
Westminster, CA 92683
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CLAYTON M. KELLY SEED FUND
Linda Miller, Director

I have moved! So please be sure to note my new address below. Also,
don't forget to send your self-addressed stamped envelope with your order.
This speeds up processing your order and helps keep Seed Fund costs down.
Thank you!

Seeds that have been tested have been noted. Others have been checked
under a hand lens.

BEGONIA SPECIES:
Ag 1- B. acetosa: Brazil. Lovely compact rhizomatous species. Leaves

are heart-shaped and velvety, olive-bronze with wine-red underside.
Flowers white. Germination time: 15 days. per pkt 1.00

Ag 2 ~ Brazil species: unidentified. Leaves are dark green and velvety,
about 1112 inches long, in rows on prostrate stems. Should not be
grown in a 'pot butJeft to creep freely over the ground. A most in-
teresting plant. Germination time: 18 days. per pkt 1.00

Ag 3 - Brazil species: unidentified. From Organ Mountains, this cane-
like plant to 3 ft., has white, fragrant flowers in pendent inflor-
escences. Germination time: 15 days. per pkt 1.00

Ag 4 - B. circumlobata: China. Rhizomatous plant with upright and bushy
habit. Leaves are palm-like, a deep green. Showy pink flowers.
Germination time: 15 days. per pkt 1.00

Ag 5 - B. costello. Rhizomatous, similar to B. acetosa, but leaves are larger
and light green on both sides. A sturdy grower with white flowers.
Germination time: 12 days. per pkt 1.00

Ag 6 - B. piresiana. Grows up to 1 ft., compact; leaves glossy dark green
above, the undersides and the stems covered with a thick brown felt,
flowers white: Germination time: 14 days. per pkt 1.00

Ag 7 - B. tomentosa: Brazil. Shrub-like with somewhat cupped leaves, cov-
ered with white felt. Flowers white. Germination time: 12 days.

per pkt 1.00
BEGONIA HYBRIDS:
Ag 8 - Mixed Australian hybrids. This mixture of begonia seed has given

good germination results to members and they have reported that
the plants are fast growers and very lovely. Germination time:
various. per pkt .50

Ag 9 - B. 'Delores'. A lovely scandent variety. Almost everblooming with
white blooms. per pkt .50

Ag 10 - B. 'Delores' x dietrichiana. A cross that should prove interesting.
The above trailer and a small shrub-type. Let me know what you
get out of this one! per pkt .50

Ag 11- B. 'Delores' x 'Orange Rubra'. A cross between a trailer and a very
popular low growing cane with orange flowers will probably give
some very different plants. Try this one! per pkt .50
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GESNERIAD:
Ag 12 - Mixed gesneriads: includes Sinningia, Streptocarpus and lots of

"surprises". m m per pkt .50
Ag 13 - Sinnillgia speciosa tigrina mixture. per pkt .75
Ag 14 - Si1l11i1lgialellcotficba. Really different. Has "furry" white leaves

and bright red tubular flowers. per pkt .75

Calif. residents please add 670 sales tax on all orders. All customers please
send a self-addressed, stamped envelope with all seed orders. Make all
checks or money orders payable to: Clayton M. Kelly Seed Fund. (Foreign
orders please make out in U.S. funds only.) Mail to: Mrs. Linda Miller,
4613 Cochran St., Simi Valley, Ca. 93063.

NEW BRANCHES OF THE ABS
By Evelyn Cronin, Branch Relations Director

Many people have come forward Paul P. Lowe
and asked for information about 3321-C Meridan, S.
forming a branch of the American Palm Beach Gardens, Fla. 33410
Begonia Society. Your help and en-
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enJoy hear111gfrom persons m thetr
areas: If you will drop a card requesting

information on forming a branch, I
will be most happy to mail it to you.

\'\1rite to:
Evelyn D. Cronin
Branch Relations Director
88 Ledgeways
Wellesley Hills, Ma. 02181

Edward S. Dougherty
Rt. 4, Box 639
Citra, Fla. 32627

Dr. Joseph Hoppin
408 Royal Palm Blvd.
Charlestown, S.c. 29407
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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR
MEETING OF THE BOARD OF

DIRECTORS OF THE
AMERICAN BEGONIA SOCIETY

June 26, 1978
The meeting of the Board of Directors

was called to order in the auditorium of
South Gate at 7:50 P.M. by President Rich-
ardson. Mabel Corwin led the pledge of al-
legiance, and Nathan Randall gave the
Aims and Purposes. The minutes of the last
meeting were approved.

The secretary read the membership re-
port. There were 203 memberships pro-
cessed, 3,576 members in good standing,
and $1,363.04 receipts deposited.

The Seed Fund had $609.05 in sales,
$61.97 in expenses, leaving a balance of
$547.08.

Gilbert Estrada, Treasurer, reported
$2,037.43 balance from May. $2,095.52 in
receipts, disbursements of $2,425.11, leav-
ing a balance of $1,707.84.

The officers presented by the Nomi-
nating Committee are: President - Nathan
Randall, President Elect - Gilbert Estrada,
1st Vice Pres. - Ralph Corwin and Dan
Millis, 2nd Vice Pres. - Frank Kerin and
Doug Frost, Secretary, Virginia Barnett and
Dorothy Porter, Treasurer, W. E. Walton
and Eleanore Calkins. Norma Taylor was
nominated for President Elect by petition.

Bill Walton read a letter from the IRS re-
garding filing of reports.

The Editors reported that due to postal
regulations, the ballots will be printed in
the Begonian so they can be cut out and
mailed. The first set of prints will appear
as soon as the articles to go with them are
received. One hundred copies will be made
to sell for $5.00 (a set of four pictures).
The fund received from the sale will be
used in the publication fund. The transla-
tion of the Japanese book is at the type-
setters. A motion was passed that the first
Registration Book contain five hundred
plant registrations and that remaining reg-
istratiort$j be held for a second volume.

$570.50 was received for advertising,
leaving $391.35 in accounts receivable ac-
cording to the report from Lorraine Frinch-
aboy.

Mabel Corwin reported the Round Robins
were busy.

Marge Lee reported $30.48 in sales and
$3.86 for postage for judges courses and
other materials. Wanda Elin, Norma Taylor,
Jim Elin, and Pat Morrison are new sopho-
more judges.

President Richardson announced that
Lydia Austin resigned. Gilbert Estrada has
all the books of the library. A motion was
made to have a new account opened with
two signatures to take care of the library
funds for the remainder of the year.

Katharine Alberti has been busy getting
the old Begonians in order. There are many
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old copies available.
Ralph Corwin asked to have the secretary

send out a rough copy of the changes in
the Bylaws. Any suggested changes can be
accepted this month, before the final draft
is completed.

A motion was passed requesting that all
new branches end their fiscal year as of
July 31st. This is for tax purposes.

A motion was passed to proceed with
the printing of the English version of the
Japanese book.

Alter some branch announcements, the
meeting adjourned at 10:15.

Virginia J. Barnett, secretary

Office Equipment
The American Begonia Society

wishes to dispose of the following
equipment which it can no longer
use: 1500-E Elliot Addressograph,
Smith stencil typewriter, Allen type-
writer. Non-profit organization given
preference. The new owner will
be responsible for transporting the
equipment to his premises. Contact
ABS Treasurer Gil Estrada, 7914
Springer Street, Downey, CA 90242.

PLANT SALE
Don't miss the preview at the Na-

tional Convention and Show Friday
night, September 15th! As in the
past, this is open to members only
and all plants on the plant table are
10% off. We are truly grateful to
have had such a good response to
our request for plant donations, and
have heard there are more coming.
We will be accepting plants for the
plant table all day Thursday and Fri-
day. If it's impossible for you to get
them to the Red Lion Motor Inn
Thursday, please try to get them
there early Friday so we will have
time to price them before the pre-
view. SEE YOU AT THE CON-
VENTION.

Lou Thompson
Plant Sales Chairman
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APPOINTED OFFICERS
Awards Chairman .n n Thelma O'Reilly

10942 Sunray Place, La Mesa, CA 92041
Bookstore Manager .m ......

Branch Relations Director Evelyn Cronin
88 Ledgeways, Wellesley Hills, MA 02181

Business Manager Bill Walton
P.O. Box 4048, Torrance, CA 90510

Historian Frances Estrada
7914 Springer St., Downey, CA 90242

Judging Course Director ... Margaret Lee
1852 31st St., San Diego, CA 92102

Librarian m Katherine Alberti
3322 Troy Dr., Hollywood, CA 90068

Membership Secretary .Jcqueline Garinger
8302 Kittyhawk Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90045

Nomenclature Director . Rudolf Ziesenhenne
1130 N. Milpas St., Santa Barbara, CA 93103

Parliamentarian Margaret Taylor
111 Evelyn Drive, Anaheim, CA 92805

Past Presidents Group Chairman Walter Pease
8101 Vicksburg Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90045

Research Director ... M. Carleton L'Hommedleu
370 Locust Ave., Oakdale, NY11769

Public Relations Director. ....

Round Robin Director.. . Mabel Corwin
1119 Lorna Vista Way, Vista, CA 92083

Seed Fund Director . Linda Miller
4613 Cochran St., Simi Valley, CA 93063

Show Chairman. Joan Coulat
4111 DePaul Court, Sacramento, CA 95821

Slide Librarian Nathan Randall
8200 Irondale Ave., Canoga Park, CA 91308

Speakers Bureau n Nathan Randall
8200 Irondale Ave., Canoga Park, CA 91308

BRANCH NATIONAL DIRECTOR.
Alfred D. Robinson Margaret Lee
Buxton ..m m Carll.. Enile
Central San Joaquin Mary Reed
Denton m Mae Blanton
Desert Begonia Society Barbara ROiars
East Bay Olan Maynard
Eastern New York Batty Pullar
Eastside Shalton Fisher
Edna Stewart Plttsburih Dale Stewart
Elsa Fort Gladys Cooper
Garden Grove. ... ... ... .. Douglas Frost
Glendale Darlene Fuentes
Greater Chicago Esther Detlefsen
Greater Cincinnati . Nancy Cummings
Greater Rochester Eileen Franklin
Hampton Mary Burnaford
Houston Gwen Brunka
Jacksonville Alice Ruffner
Knickerbocker Ed Grasheim
Long Beach Parent. Everitt Wright
Long Island ... ,. Marie Donnelly
MesQuite Yvonne Wells
Miami. . Charles Jaros
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Minnesota Pat BurdIck
Monterey Bay. .' .. . Leslie Hatfield
North Long Beach. . D. G. Suilinier
Orange County .. Marty Litton
Palmetto EI McWhorter
Palomar. .. Ralph Corwin
Portland. .. La Varne Jenkins
Potomac . .. . .. Allen Taylor
Redondo Area . . Melba Gabbert
Rubidoux .. R. H. Terrall
Sacramento .. Lou Thompson
San Francisco Ern..t Weltz
San Gabriel Valley. .. Walter Barnatt
San Miguel. Paul Lee
Santa Barbara. . .. Barbara Philip
Santa Clara. Joseph McMahon
Seattle.. . ... Mary Dunnell
South Seattle. .. ... . . Clarence Eastwood
Tampa Bay Eunice Claggert
Theodosia Burr Shepherd. Bill Brown
Westchester Katherine Alberti
Western Pennsylvania .. ... Agnes Hodgson
Whittier D. G. Sullinger
William Penn ..Mrs. Lancelot Sims

If your branch director is not listed, It means
that the ABS Secretary does not have the name
and address on file. Please send additions and
changes to Virginia Barnett, 1213 S. Mullender
Ave., West Covina, CA 91790.

The next branch directory will appear In the
October lasua,

The Board of Directors will meet August 28 at
South Gate Auditorium.

DO IT NOW
VOTE

The ballot on page 177 of the July
issue must be mailed by September
2, 1978 to be counted.

1978 Begonia Catalog describes 300 varieties

$1 per copy (deductible from first order)

Platycerlum Poster

.AII 18 species identified

24" x 30" - Suitable for framing

$2.98 plus 50~ for mailing (in tube)

Deluxe artist's series -limited edition

Signed by Bill Cook $10.50 postpaid

The Plant Shop.s
Botanical Garden

18007 Topham St., Reseda, CA 91335
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American Begonia Society
8302 Kittyhawk Avenue
Los Angeles, California 90045

Address Correction Requested

* Hormex Rooting Powder

* Plastic Pots- by the dozen

* Polypropylene Shade Cloth

* Polyethylene Film

PARAMOUNT PERLITE CO.
(213) 633-1291
P.O. BOX 48-B

PARAMOUNT, CA. 90723

ANTONELLI BROTHERS
2545 Capitola Road

SANTA CRUZ, CALIFORNIA 95060

36.page color catalog 25 cents

,.

BEGONIAS

HOUSE and GARDEN PLANTS

25c to cover mailing costs for plant list

ROUTH'S GREENHOUSE
Louisburg, Missouri65685

BEGONIAS, GERANIUMS, EXOTICS
FERNS, OXALIS, CACTI, HERBS

1978 Catalog with Color - $2.00
85th Anniversary Issue

,LOGEE'S GREENHOUSES
(Est. 1892)

55 North Street, Danielson.Connecticut0Iat

-'
..' -
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