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AIMS AND PURPOSES OF THE AMERICAN BEGONIA SOCIETY

The purpose of this Society shall be:

TO stimulate and promote interest in Begonia
and other shade-loving plants;

TO encourage the introduction and development
of new types of these plants;

TO standardize the nomenclature of Begonia;
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TO gather and publish information in regard to
kinds, propagation and culture of Begonia and
companion plants;

TO issue a bulletin which will be mailed to all
members of the Society; and

TO bring into friendly contact all who love and
grow Begonia.
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BEGONIA PICTA RETURNS
Cover photo by Philip Seitner, Chicago, Illinois

Last January the cover of the Be-
gonian featured Begonia picta grow-
ing in its natural habitat. It was ac-
companied by two articles, one by
Ganesh Mani Pradhan about the
plants in their home territory and
another by Thelma O’Reilly about
her experiences in growing B. picta
from seed. The articles generated
several interesting letters, which Mrs.
O’Reilly shares here with you.

From Robert Hamm
Wichita Falls, Texas

About two years ago I ordered and
received some B. picta seed from In-
dia. I planted it, immediately upon
arrival, in sterilized soil in a closed
container and kept the container
warm (70°F.) and under long days
(16 hrs.) under lights. B. picta came
up like a forest. I was busy trans-
planting in no time. I transplanted
into both open and closed containers
for comparison. The plants in pots
grew slowly and went dormant be-
fore flowering. The B. picta in con-
tainers was an entirely different story
however. The container plants grew
rapidly, developing beautiful varie-
gated leaves and with one plant pro-
ducing leaves up to 5 inches long and
4 inches wide.

Within about three months in the
containers I had beautiful rosy pink
blossoms. The plants continued to
flower for over three months until
there was an unexpected chill in
the plantroom that sent them all
dormant.

On dormancy in B. picta 1 have
some observations of my plants that
are interesting. Mine act like glox-
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inia tubers in that tubers kept warm,
damp, under high humidity and long
days grow back almost immediately,
whereas those kept drier, cool, under
low humidity or short days stay
dormant.

Recently I had one pot that re-
fused to start up again after 5
months, so I placed it in a container
of moss, under strong light (16 hrs.),
and where it would receive heat from
the light below, and it came up
within a week.

I would tend to hypothesize that
B. picta is a plant that due to
its natural growing conditions is
adapted to very narrow limits and
any variation from these limits, even
a chill or temporary shortage of
light, will tend to send it dormant.

For those persons trying to grow
B. picta without success I suggest —

1) Keep it in a container or
under high humidity.

2) Grow under long: duration
lights or seed after March
22 so it will grow during
the long days of the year
(Mar. 22-Sept. 21 in north-
ern hemisphere)

3) Keep it warm, over 65°F.

From John Scott

Victoria, Australia

I have been growing B. picta for
about two years now, with little suc-
cess. It seemed to grow easily enough
yet did not get more than two or
three leaves. As it has such a beauti-
fully marked leaf, I have tried many
different mixes and under lights . . .
I tried planting the little tuber in
moss on a rock, as I had read that
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was how it grew naturally. It is now
flowering nicely with quite large lilac-
pink flowers. The moss is “‘bush”
moss — that is; gathered in our
wooded countryside. This I laid over
the piece of lava rock and embedded
some tiny tubers (about 3/16 in.)
diameter in the moss. As there is
practically no soil, it is placed in my
glasshouse where it gets a mist from
an automatic misting system.

The leaves are not so large as yours
were, about 214 in. in diameter, but
variously marked. Some are plain
green and one is very dark. The male
flower is 1-114 in. and the female
flower is slightly larger with five
petals; the male flower has four
petals.

I also have it growing on a piece
of driftwood, doing quite well with
flower buds coming. I'm now trying
it on a piece of moss-covered wood.
I had the rock specimen at our indoor
plant show this past weekend where
it created considerable attention and
again at our indoor plant meeting
where I won a trophy for the most
interesting exhibit.

From Gordon Lepisto
St. Paul, Minn.

You remember you sent me seeds
of B. picta a little over a year ago
. well, all the seeds germinated,
quite fast, I think within days. I grew
six plants, discarding the rest of the
seedlings. Four were given away to
friends and I grew the remaining two
until they flowered and went dor-
mant. Both plants remained quite
small, about 6" high but loaded with
large delicate pink flowers . . . I grew
the plants on the open bench in the
fluorescent plant room. The humidity
is very high, about 90%. Both plants
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were growing in seedling size orchid
fir bark chips, kept moist at all times.
Flowering started when the plants
were very small and continued for
several months during the summer.
I didn’t realize they went dormant,
or at least wasn’'t sure, until I read
your article. Right away I examined
the old pots in the corner of my plant
room. Sure enough I discovered
tubers in both . . . I think that each
year as the tubers become larger,
there will be larger plants . . .

Two months ago, just before dor-
mancy set in, I took a leaf cutting and
inserted it into moist fir bark, same
as I would a rex and today I went to
examine it . . . two small tubers had
formed, well rooted with tiny green
shoots coming up. I suppose the rea-
son the cutting took so long to start
a new plant was the formation of
the tubers first . . . But that is not all,
I crossed B. picta with B. versicolor
and vice versa — the crosses took and
the seeds were planted a month ago.
I now have hundreds of tiny seed-
lings, or should say lg in. specks,
from both crosses. I am really ex-
cited about what will develop from
this.

From Hazel Burley

Brisbane, Australia

I bought the seed from India at
the end of 1973 and planted it at
once, using my usual mix. It was
summer here in Queensland. It came
up thickly and grew to about two
inches by winter. I became ill around
this time and . . . more or less left
them to themselves, still in the small
pots in a plastic wrapped box. When
I got busy again with my plants, I
noticed they were gone . . . I emptied

(Continued on Page 22)
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HYBRIDIZING FOR BEGINNERS
\ By Elda Haring
In collaboration with Yvonne Wells

.

“What could be more fun than
creating something of your very own,
something no one else has ever
done?” Yvonne asks. Until you have
tried and succeeded you will never
experience the great pleasure and ex-
citement of plant breeding. Most of
us are reluctant to try our hands at
hybridizing because it seems mysteri-
ous and possibly difficult.

What is hybridizing? It is simply
the process of placing the pollen
from the male flower of one plant on
the pistils of the female flower of
another to obtain a new plant whose
characteristics differ somewhat — or
possibly greatly — from either of the
originals. If a species is self-polli-
nated by placing pollen of the male
flower on the female flower on the
. same plant the seedlings should be

typical (or “come true” as they say)
of the mature plant (assuming that
insects have not carried pollen from
~one plant to another.) Experts tell
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Photos by Walter Haring

Left to right—Walter Har-
ing, Yvonne Wells, and
Elda Haring. Photo taken
at the convention in San
Diego where these Round
Robin friends met for the
first time in person.

us that the seed parent contributes
the general plant structure and the
pollen parent color of bloom. For
the benefit of beginners, a Begonia
species is a plant found growing
wild in the tropics or semi-tropics.
It is designated in italics using a
small letter to begin the second word,
as Begonia evansiana. Begonias read-
ily cross pollinate and the resultant
seedling plant is no longer a species
but a hybrid and is shown with a
capital first letter on second name
and enclosed in single quotes as Be-
gomia “Universe’, often just B.
‘Universe’.

Begonias have individual male and
female flowers on the same plant. If
you study the flowers you will ob-
serve that some have a noticeable
swelling behind the petals, usually
triangular in shape, which is the
ovary or potential seed pod, while
others do not. Those with the ovary
are the female flowers containing the
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To pollinate, brush stamens of male flower on pistils of female flowers.

pistils and those lacking the ovary
are the male flowers carrying pollen
bearing stamens. Experienced hy-
bridizers carefully select parent plants
with specific traits such as color and
leaf texture in the hope of creating
a new hybrid of unusual beauty. The
beginner need not be concerned with
such selectivity but should try his
luck with the begonias he grows.
Yvonne’s registered hybrid B. ‘Fuzzy
Buzz' was the result of crossing B.
masoniana Wwith B. subnummulari-
folia. Crossing a hybrid with a spe-
cies or crossing two hybrids usually
‘results in many variations that may
or may not be of special merit. You
will never know until you try.

Begin your hybridizing program
by checking your plants for open
flowers that are fresh and select those
you would like to cross. If you are
fortunate to get profuse bloom on
your begonias this is no problem. If
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your experience is like mine and your
conditions do not produce a great
many blooms you will find yourself
choosing a male blossom and going
over your collection to find a suitable
female blossom. Recently I crossed
B. sutherlandii with B. pearcei be-
cause they were all that I had at the
time. What a thrill after seed was
sown and germinated to find that the
seedlings showed the trailing tend-
ency of B. sutherlandii, but with the
more succulent leaf texture of B.
pearcei with its typical white veining
and all of the leaves having a “frilly”
aspect. It will take many months,
however, for these seedlings to reach
maturity and bloom before they can
be properly evaluated.

Yvonne finds that the male blos-
som releases its pollen more freely
on a sunny day between 11 and 3
o'clock. Pollen is usually ripe when
top and bottom petals bend back
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B. sutherlandii x B. pearcei

slightly. To be receptive to the pol-
len, the female flower should have
been open 2 to 3 days. Hold the male
flower by the bent back petals and
lightly brush pollen on the pistils of
the female flowers. To make doubly
sure the pollen has been transferred,
repeat the process the next day if
possible.

It is very important to keep a note-
book record of the crosses you have
made. Record the date and the
names of the parent plants with the
name of the seed parent first and
pollen parent last. A small strip of
paper around the stem of the polli-
nated blossoms and fastened with a
paper clip to note the cross is helpful.
A strip of aluminum foil on which
you have marked the crosses could be
used or a piece of white string can be
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tied loosely around the stem to indi-
cate that the flowers have been
pollinated.

If pollination has not been success-
ful the blooms will probably fall
from the plant. If, however, petals
close and ovary swells you can expect
seed. Allow pods to remain on the
plant until they lose their green color
and stems seem dry. This may take
2 to 4 weeks. The pod is usually
ready to be harvested when it feels
papery and the stem is turning brown.
If you wait too long, pods become
too dry and seed will spill out. Re-
moved too soon when the pod is still
green, the seed is immature, and will
not germinate. When you think the
pod is ready gently snip from the
stalk with scissors and place in a dry
envelope together with a label re-
cording the names of the parent
plants. Let the pod dry a few days
and open carefully over a piece of
white paper. Break pod to allow
seeds to fall out. Remove chaff with
tweezers and enclose in the paper
carefully folding edges so as not to
lose the seed. Be sure to place the
label with the packet. Fresh seed
usually germinates readily in 7 to 14
days, but as Yvonne puts it, however
long it takes, it is worth it to see
the new plants that you alone have
created.

Sow fresh seed immediately, but
reserve some for resowing in case of
failure. Use a sterile seedling me-
dium such as equal parts vermiculite,
milled sphagnum and perlite. The
Thompson Begonia Guide recom-
mends 2 parts vermiculite, 2 of per-
lite to 1 of Jiffty Mix. If you use pot-
ting mixes make sure they are sterile

(Continued on Page 22)



OUR LIVING BEGONIA HERITAGE
By Evelyn Weidner, San Miguel Branch, San Diego

In the beginning God ctreated
Adam, Eve and “the begonia”
and the cactus, the apple (caused a
little problem there), the tomato, po-
tato and watermelon. Ever since, man
has spent much of his time with
plants: sometimes at work like the
wheat farmer, sometimes for simple
pleasure in the backyard. But always
the growing of plants and especially
the discovery of a new species or
variety have been an irresistible urge
within man.

I just finished readmg again that
marvelous book of David Fairchild’s,
The World Was My Garden. If you
haven't had the pleasure of that
book, I suggest it to you. It is a
fascinating story of a man who trav-
eled the world looking for plants of
use and interest to mankind.

All through history the collection
and preservation of plants has been
of great importance. On every early
exploration of unknown places, a
botanist went along. Many of them
lost their lives searching for new
plants. When did the begonia come
into the history of plants? As we
look at the beginning we find that it
was named for a French botanist,
Michel Begon, who was, in 1700, the
Governor of Santo Domingo. Lin-
naeus included it in his book in 1735,
but it was not until 1777 that Dr.
William Brown sent the begonia to
England. After Dr. Brown, others
from all over the world began to
send new specimens of begonia to
their homelands: Sir Joseph Banks,
Jonas Dryander . . . even Rear Ad-
miral Bligh from that famous ship,
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the Bounty, sent home Begonia mac-
rophylla. Begonias came from all
over: Africa, Japan, Java, the rex
from India, the tuberous from South
America. So began that “Living Her-
itage” that we are involved with.

I doubt very much if any of those
men thought of themselves as being
a part of a “heritage.” In all prob-
ability they were far too busy water-
ing their plants and scratching mos-
quito bites. But they were part of
that “heritage,” part of that “Living
Heritage,” that we are talking about
tonight. These people cared enough
to send home plants that they dis-
covered. Not only begonias were
sent, for like you, they were inter-
ested in many varieties. I dare say
that all of you are interested and
active in many fields of plant cul-
ture. One cannot remain locked into
one area alone. The plants them-
selves lure one on and on, in an end-
less search.

Where does our particular part in
this “Living Heritage” begin? We
know that always when there is a
special interest in some one plant
or hobby of another kind, people
gather to exchange ideas, swap ma-
terials and help each other solve
problems, so, of course, it came about
that the Begonia Society was born in
Long Beach in 1932 with seven mem-
bers. From that time on it grew and
grew. Why? Because people care
— people like you. They care enough
to put in long hours writing articles
and books, hybridizing begonias,
picking the best plants from hun-
dreds of crosses, spending long hours
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Evelyn Weidner, speaker at the San Diego
Convention banquet. This article is the
text of her address.

at time consuming tasks, often fruit-
less, but sometimes with the sweet
reward of something fine and beau-
tiful. These people deserve to be
honored here tonight.

Think of Alice Clark, known for
her work with begonias and her beau-
tiful paintings; Rudolf Ziesenhenne
and his studies and hybrids; San Di-
ego pioneers, Virgil Start and Al-
fred D. Robinson; Mrs. Fewkes, hy-
bridizer and manager of the Del Mar
Fair Flower Show for many years;
Theodosia Burr Shepherd from Ven-
tura; Connie Bowers, who hybridized
so many begonias; Eva Kenworthy
Gray who wrote the first booklet in
English about begonias, San Diego’s
Kate Sessions, famous for her nursery
and work with plants; the William
Grants — the list could go on and
on. I haven’t even mentioned people
from the East or out of our immedi-
ate area.

If you could look into the minds
and hearts of these early begonia
pioneers, you would not find great
visions of their own glory, nor even
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many thoughts of fame. Neverthe-
less they were a very real part of
what I choose to call a “Living Heri-
tage of the Begonia.”

Most of you here tonight do not
think of yourselves as famous or
world renowned. You are merely
doing those things that give pleasure
and satisfy that inner urge to create
and work for new and better be-
gonias. I do not know how many
of you will go down in the records
of begonia history . . . some will,
but the majority will not. What
then, of the rest of us? I put myself
in the category of the non-famous.
I'm not even a good grower. My
husband, Bob, is the grower, the one
who krows from 35 years as a pro-
fessional grower. Oh yes, I grew up
in the retail nursery business, mar-
ried into the wholesale foliage plant
business, devoted some years to our
own “two-legged” type of nursery
with our four hybrid sprouts, then
finally came full circle to retail
with our Tuberous Begonia Gardens.
Probably this is the most pleasant
way to make some money and be
among my beloved tuberous begon-
ias. It is a perfect combination: Bob
does the growing and I talk to all
the people that come to our place.

I joined the Begonia Society way
back, at the age of sixteen. The
North Long Beach Branch . . . I
can’t remember all that much about
it, except that I was the “darling”
of the branch. How could I miss?
I was the only one in it under 50!
I remember being Queen of the Be-
gonia Show in Long Beach some
time in the late 40’s. I had a mar-
velous time in that branch and the
people were warm, loving folks.



But will I be remembered as
famous or important? Of course,
not famous. But I am at least im-
portant, if not famous. You are im-
portant, too. You are part of the
“Living Begonia Heritage.” For as
I look at it, the Begonia Society is
the most important core of this heri-
tage. It is the dedicated amateur
alone who will spend the countless
hours required for the care and pro-
pagation of those precious varieties
that we love but are too slow or too
unusual to make them commercially
profitable. Without you many of
these varieties would be lost for-

ever!

Permit me now to turn to a more
practical vein. In the weeks since
you asked me to speak — and thank
you for asking me, it is indeed a
great honor — I've spent much time
thinking about the Begonia Society
and the begonia heritage. These
thoughts led me mostly to the So-
ciety meetings. The more I thought
about begonia heritage, the more
convinced I became that the Society
is the very heart and core of that
heritage. If that is so, we need to
pay some attention to the Society
meetings.

We are in the midst right now of
the biggest plant and nature boom
that has come for many a year. The
front runners in that boom and many
of its most intelligent and ardent
supporters are young people. The
middle agers have been the follow-
alongers in this resurgence of plant
interest. These are the same young
people who are flooding our college
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horticultural courses and who are
already carrying major responsibili-
ties in the field of horticulture.

A few years ago you rarely saw
a young person truly interested in
plants. Now Bob and I see them
every day during the begonia season,
eager, bright, responsible young peo-
ple. Some of them have found their
way into the various garden clubs
and I am sure that more of them
will. We need to be putting major
thought and emphasis into making
out club meetings and our club image
more relevant and inviting to young
people. There is no reason why gar-
den clubs should be as they were
when I was growing up: an over 50
sort of group. We need and should
have every single age group. There
does not need to be a generation

gap!

During the summer season I had
a survey available for anyone who
wished to fill it out. Let me share
with you some of the answers on
garden clubs and what the respond-
ers think of as their problems and
pluses.

I would belong to a garden club
if ... “If I had more time” was the
most frequent phrase completing this
statement. It would be my own reply
probably. Let’s face it, we are a so-
ciety of very busy people. Every or-
ganization is vying for our free time,
the Boy Scouts, YMCA, church, mov-
ies, TV, the golf course. There is no
end to the ways in which we are
being beseiged on every hand to part
with those precious hours of leisure
that are ours. It then follows as day
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does night that, if your club is go-
ing to attract and hold a member-
ship, you must have good, meaty,
solid, interesting programs. For every
hour spent, the people must have
value received. The average club has
the reputation of long, boring, pid-
dling, nitpicking business meetings
with endless reports. Precious min-
utes are wasted over who is going
to do what next. Good friends, this
is criminal! By that I mean that if
your club is guilty, you are helping
to murder this “Living Heritage.”
For the effective and fast moving
meeting, the minutes and all pos-
sible announcements may be printed
ahead of time and distributed to the
members. All are quite capable of
reading. Club positions and prob-
lems should be argued out in com-
mittee meetings over cups of coffee
where, incidentally, they become in-
teresting and not at all boring. They
do not belong in front of some poor
bewildered guest who thought he
was going to learn about plants.

Another frequent response to the
first statement, especially among
young people, was: “I would belong
to a garden club if I knew more
about plants . . . or if I had a green
thumb.”

When I thought about these re-
plies, I came to the conclusion that
each club must decide what kind of
group it wants to be. A group aimed
at the enthusiast? Nothing is wrong
with that kind of group — the ex-
pert needs a place. A group that
seeks to teach and encourage even
the beginner? That is good, too.
But know what you want to be and
then actively promote that image.

Not much is done to reach out to
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new people, especially if you are
reaching out to find the young or
beginner gardener. At our retail be-
gonia gardens, thousands of people
come through the gates. They come
from a large area of Los Angeles and
San Diego counties — potential Be-
gonia Society members! Not one
club puts up notices of club meetings.
The Convention was the exception.
We had heard many people say they
wanted to attend because they saw
the notice at our place of business.
A brainstorming session at one of
your local meetings on how to reach
out creatively might come up with
the following ideas: (1) Begonia In-
formation Days at local nurseries —
one or two members with exhibits of
begonias, informational talks on the
begonia and lots of information on
the local club— along with some
way of getting the names and ad-
dresses of the interested persons so
that they can be contacted with a fol-
low-up second invitation; (2) an
invitational sheet handed out to a
new area of homes, inviting the new
home owner to a special meeting on
planting a shade garden; (3) mini
shows in shopping center malls. They
are excellent and a perfect way to
reach people; (4) a mini show and
some educational questions and an-
swers at the college campus. Sounds
like a lot of work? Well, it is, but
it's fun work and rewarding work,

too.

The next question on the survey
was: what are some of the best things
about garden clubs? Two things
stood out above all others: the friend-
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liness of the members and the ex-
change of ideas. Over and over were
mentioned small cluster groups with-
in the meeting, plant forums on pro-
blems, visiting each other at homes,
warm and friendly things that happen
at garden clubs. These are what
people think of in positive terms
when they think of the garden club.
Let me suggest right now that the
visiting and talk should be during
the social time and should be crea-
tively done so that the talk doesn’t
drift. Keep discussion moving. Give
everybody a chance.

One of the good things about
clubs, but also one of the problems
is the expert, the person who knows
all the basics and is interested in
the difficult. How do you keep his
interest and still not intimidate the
novice? This calls for creative think-
ing on the part of the board of the
club.

Do things differently! Every board
meeting should spend some time
evaluating the past meetings and
considering how to make the next
meetings exciting and inviting. Think
of the visitor’s point of view as well
as the member’s. The garden clubs
have a great reputation for friendli-
ness. Let us keep it that way.

<

The third question was on the
worst things about garden clubs. The
answers to that you can almost guess
by now: too long business meetings,
meetings that drag on, too much
talk — talk — talk, a know-it-all-atti-
tude of some members, cliques.
These problems are common to any
organization, but that does not mean
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that they should not be dealt with
and corrected.

The last part of the survey was
a list of program ideas which I
asked people to rank in their ap-
peal. Remember that any topic can
be interesting or dull depending on
how it was handled.

“How to start my own” came to
the top. Actual practice sessions on
plant propagation came in near the
bottom. Why? Poor communication
on the survey or people too insecure
to try in front of others? I do not
know the answer to that one.

The plant exchange table and be-
ing able to purchase plants was
judged one of the favorite activities.
Insect and disease control was way
up there on the list. So was the
sharing of members’ experiences in
growing plants. At the very bottom
were the slide shows. I can under-
stand this . . . I've used slides my-
self and there is a reaction to slides
that seems to put half your audience
to sleep immediately. No more than
a half a dozen slides should be
shown at a time without a break to
turn on the lights and talk to people
face to face. Outside speakers are
usually not as much fun as listening
to someone who is known to the

members.

Taking the survey was an interest-
ing experience. It made me think a
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lot about the Begonia Society and the
club meeting. I hope reading about
it will cause you to think also.

I find it tremendously exciting to
be present at this time when there
is such a surge of interest in all
things growing. What a challenge
for all of us! We are truly a “Liv-
ing Heritage,” for it is for the next
generation that we are working. Be-
cause of this I urge you not to get
discouraged or become complacent.
Put your whole effort into what you
do. Be aware of your importance
in the history of the begonia.

There is a poem that has long
been a favorite of mine, called The
Bridge Builder. At the end of the
poem the question is posed to the
old man as to why he came back
across the swollen stream to build a
bridge. After all he had already

crossed over. He answers this way:

The builder lifted his old gray
head.
“Good friend, in the path I have
come,” he said,
“There followeth after me today
A youth whose feet must pass this
way.
This chasm that has been naught
to me
To that fair haired youth may a
pitfall be.
He, too, must cross in the twilight
dim;
Good friend, I am building the
bridge for him.”
You and I, Good Friends, are build-
ing a bridge on which to pass along
the “Living Begonia Heritage.”

The poem quoted above was written
by Will Allen Drumgoole.

PARK'S Flower & Vegetable Book

3000 VARIETIES OF
FLOWER SEEDS . VEGETABLE SEEDS
PLUS
HOUSE PLANTS . PERENNIAL PLANTS
GARDEN SUPPLIES . HOW TO DO IT ALL
EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO CREATE A LOVELY SHOWPLACE

More glorious flowers and delicious
vegetables than you ever thought ex-
isted splash its pages with their glow-
ing color. What’s more, it tells all
you need to know about them — how,
where and when each grows best,
how to plan and plant a garden that

blooms all season. With an inexpen-
sive Park Seed Starter Kit and the
Park Gro-Lamp you can start from
seed and grow husky, garden-size
plants with certain success, even dif-
ficult kinds,

124 Pages " Geo.w. PARK SEED co.,INC. | |
Full Color : 172 Cokesbury Rd., Greenwood, S. C. 29647 a
H Please rush Park’s Free Flower Book '
1 ]
3 '
H ]
i NAME (Please Print) '
1
H
} STREET OR RR BOX NO. !
' 1
H
v aTy '
% 0
y STATE zip H
' -
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BEGONIA 'MABEL CORWIN'

Trophy winner at 1976 national show

Photographed by William J. Kammerer, West Covina, Calif.
Grown by Mabel Corwin, Vista, Calif.

Hybridized by Belva Kusler, Siren, Wisconsin

Introduced in 1969

ABS register number 509 (Beg 5/76)

Parents — B. listida x B. ‘Jill Adair’

Notes — Shrubby begonia, about 2 ft. tall, with /istida-like foliage. Leaves

14

deep green with leathery texture and dull satin sheen, wine red on
underside. Flowers white with some red hairs on back of sepals;
everblooming habit. A hardy type that can be grown outside with
protection from direct sun and freezing.
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BEGONIA 'CRESTABRUCHII'

Ribbon winner at 1976 Flower Show

Photographed by William J. Kammerer, West Covina, Calif.
Grown by Dennis Torzeski, El Cajon, Calif.

Hybridized by Helen Lewis, San Marcos, Calif.

Introduced in 1938

Parents — B. manicata crispa x B. heracleifolia var. sunderbrunchii

Notes — Rhizomatous type with large, glossy, lettuce green leaves, having
margins much crested. Flowers pink, held well above foliage, in
late winter. A collector’s begonia, considered difficult to maintain,
has a tendency to decline. Has won frequent trophies and prizes
at shows. Adelaide Brest (1957) reported that plants resulting
from self-pollination showed little variation from parent but were
much more vigorous with less tendency to decay.
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A MAN'S HOME IS HIS JUNGLE
By Bill Farmer, St. Paul, Minnesota

Life, as we know it, was just start-
ing to get nice and tidy. A fellow
knew what to expect.

Then, one dark night, when no
one was watching, green things
started growing out of everyone’s
ceilings. And now one cannot tippy-
toe around in a dark room without
being ka-bonged on the forehead by
some hanging pot of spinach that
swings from a macrame sling.

“If God had wanted green things
to hang in mid-air, He'd have given
the philodendron wings,” I told an
ex-friend recently.

I had packed my machete and gone
to visit him in the densest recesses
of his living room.

“Is this a residence or is it the
Olympic rain forest?” I muttered, re-
moving pith helmet and mopping a
fevered brow.

“T can’t talk to you now. I have
to water,” he put me off brusquely.
“Come back a week from this
Tuesday.”

“It takes you that long to water?”
I rejoined.

“That’s just the ivy. I have to use
an atomizer and wash the backs of
their leaves because they are suscepti-
ble to little red spiders.”

“Let me get this straight. You in-
vested $300 to create this botanical
gardens that would shame the Busch
family in order to provide salads for
hordes of little red spiders?”

He did not reply. In fact, he'd
disappeared.

“W-where are you?” I called out.

“Over behind the wandering jew
plants. We call them Henry Kissinger
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plants. Heh. Heh.”

“Heh, Heh,” 1 stated.

He told me to take a left at the
next terrarium and to dog leg past
the French Equatorial Dining Room
he had created. A macaw sassed
loudly as I approached.

“Confound it, you've got to quit
this stupid —!”

“Shhh! Not so loud.”

“Why?” 1 whispered, shooting

glances over my shoulder.
“The plants can hear you and —"
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I uttered an expletive that weighs
heavily in the pastures of most breed-
ing cattle.

“It's true. Don’t you have any
plants?”

Of course I do. Two plants grace
my office. The brown one and the
withered one.

“Don’t you water them regularly ?”

“No. Not exactly. I coffee them.
Whenever I don’t finish a cup of
coffee I dump a half cup on them.
Sometimes they get so jittery they stay
up all night. I've been thinking
of switching to decaffeinated,” I
explained.

My friend put down his atomizer
and stared at me in the frigid manner
of a motorcycle cop with an ear ache.

“You don’t.”

“I do.”

After a pause and shake of the

head he told me that I was danget-
ously close to getting a citation from
his indoor gardening club.

“It’'s an A.PS., if ever I saw one.”

“An APS.?” 1 asked, backing
away.

“Abused Plant Syndrome,” he said,
looking at me as though I'd just
kicked Lassie. ““We should have you
removed by court order as their legal
guardian.”

“Well,” I said in my defense, “I-I
dress it up with an occasional shot
of stale Diet Rite from time to time.”

He lunged at me with a pruning
scissors; but with catlike grace I side-
stepped him, and the poor chap was
subdued.

He'll be all right in a few days . . .
if we keep him in indirect light.

Reprinted from Ridder News Service
sources with permission of the author.

KKK A KA K KKK i e ;
IF YOU WANT HERE IS
‘““Begonia Beautiful” EXCITING NEWS for ALL you
Growers of Begonias, Gloxinias,

‘‘Gesneriads Jeswunderfulia” &
‘‘Blossoms Profusica™ . . ...

ANNOUNCING

R
E ‘‘SaintPaulia Superbia”
x

>3 e

’
New Triple-Strength VITALOAM Cultured 25 -W-W

African Violets and ALL plants
that grow in the soil . . . . .

for all Home Gardeners. Lighter than Ever . . . Richer than Ever . ..
Safer and Easier to Use than Ever . . . BETTER THAN EVER and
priced LESS THAN LAST YEAR to help Whip Inflation Now.

NO Fertilizers . . . NO Manures . . . NO additives needed . . . Will
NOT Burn . . . Will NOT Leach out with watering . . . Completely
SAFE Alone or mixed with your soil . . . Use as Little or AS MUCH
as you want depending on results desired.

ORDER TODAY AT THESE SPECIAL DIRECT PRICES:

Retail Size (approx. 6 qts.) $4. ea., 2 for $7.50. Club Special, Ctn.
of 12, $32. Special Economy Size (5 times as much & Extra Strength
for the advanced grower) $15.00 ea. All orders prepaid east of Rock-
ies, all others add $1.00. Dealer Inquiries Invited on Letterhead.

Make Checks Payable To: RE-JEWVA-TONE SALES k
P. O. Box 636 - Newton, N. C. 28658

X DK AK AR AKX B K

Pictured at

AT

Left is our
Beautiful
4-Color
Retail
Package.
Tremendous
Sales
Appeal

& Repeater

DON'T TURN THE PAGE UNTIL YOU ORDER YOUR NEW VITALOAM ! !'!

STOP!
If you don’t order, the Exotic Plant Gremlins will give you a “Brown Thumb™.
Try New VITALOAM and love it forever — O. K?
HAK >} - A AK >} e} cm—  e— } e— } > { em
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MORE SEEDS FOR

THE CLAYTON M. KELLY SEED FUND
By Pearl Benell, Seed Fund Administrator

Clayton M. Kelly of Long Beach
was one of the persons responsible
for the fantastic growth of interest
in begonias in the early 1930s. He
was the first research director of the
American Begonia Society and a
guiding light to a group called the
Armchair Explorers. This group
wrote letters to botanic gardens all
around the world in search of seeds
and information about varieties not
yet popular in the California area.
Members of the group paid a flat
fee for the year. As seeds arrived
they were divided among the mem-
bers whose names were on the list
and mailed to them in January. The
reports of the group were interesting
to all the society members, so they
were published in the eatly bulle-
tins along with cultural information.

Lambert E. Day succeeded Kelly
as research director and seed fund
administrator. Mr. Day reported in
1941 that nearly three thousand
packets of seeds were mailed out,
which included thirty-seven varieties.
The research department was reor-
ganized in 1942 by the appoint-
ments of a separate research director
and a seed fund administrator. When
Kelly died in December 1942, it was
decided that the seed fund would
henceforth be known as the Clayton
M. Kelly Seed Fund in his honor.

As the society grew, more and
more beginners were added to the
membership list and participants
could request seed collections for
beginner, intermediate or advanced
growers. It was the prerogative of
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the seed fund administrator to allot
the varieties. Eventually, as seeds
were more plentiful, and more grow-
ers participated in collecting and
sending their excess seeds, collections
were made up, grouping varieties.
Anyone could order a specific col-
lection including from one to some-
times ten or twelve varieties. Even-
tually in the ’SOs, the varieties were
listed in the Begomian so members
could order specific begonias from
the lists. Since that time, lists have
been published monthly. At present,
participants in the Seed Fund num-
ber into the thousands. At times
during the past several months, it
has been necesary to call upon friends
to help with mailings. Finally the
duties have been divided between
two people to keep up with all the
orders.

One aspect of the activity has re-
ceived very little attention lately:
that of supplying seeds. Occasionally
I get letters asking if I can use more
seeds. I want to go on record right
away and say YES. When I visit
begonia shows and see all those gor-
geous plants, I wonder why experi-
enced growers fail to pollinate their
plants and help furnish seeds for
those desiring to enlarge their col-
lections of begonias by starting from
seeds. Perhaps they do not realize
that seeds are in demand. If anyone
is not quite certain how to go about
producing seeds, refer to the article
by Professor Doorenbos in the July
1975 issue of the Begonian.

I can sell any and all begonia
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seeds. Ido require information about
the seeds. Names of the parent
plants of hybrids, whenever possible,
are needed. Seeds of species are es-
pecially desirable. It is important to
accompany the seeds with a brief des-
cription of your plants, unless you
are furnishing a miscellaneous mix-
ture. To have enough to offer, there
must be at least 1/ teaspoon of one
variety. If several of you each send
a few seeds from one variety, it will
be mixed and offered that way. Again
I want to emphasize the importance
of the basic descriptions such as is
written in the monthly listings, tell-
ing the type of plant (rhizomatous,
rex, cane, etc.), the height of the full
grown plant, color of blooms, any
characteristics that make it unusual,
distinctive or fascinating.

Those who contribute seeds may
request other seeds in exchange.
Under some circumstances, payment
is made for seeds.

At this time, I have a list of more
than 40 persons who have paid for
seeds of B. rajah and are waiting
patiently for them. I have been look-
ing for more seeds. Some of you
have promised to send me seeds
when you can, but so far, there are
none to send out. This introduces
another point. Many of you receive

your Begonian via first class postage.
By the time the copies sent by second
class mail atrive in the far away
places, the rarer types are already
spoken for. I feel sorry for those
getting the magazines late and I
sincerely hope that those who do get
the rare seeds will in turn grow the
plants and send seeds back to us so
others can have a chance, too.
When ordering seeds it is advis-
able to list alternate choices in case
your choice has already been de-
pleted. Do not ask us to choose
varieties for you. Our choices may
not pique your interest or be suitable
for your growing conditions. Also,
you ask how far back can one go to
order seeds? You can order from
the issues printed during the last
twelve months. Many times I re-
ceive fresh supplies of the same va-
rieties, which is good, since I can fill
back orders, or reoffer at a later
month. I do recommend that when
ordering from past issues, you do list
substitutes that will be acceptable

to you.
Another question that )i%re/-

quently asked is how long begonia
seeds last. If the seeds are kept dry,
dark and cool, I have heard of seeds
that were 5 years old being planted
with a good germination rate.

your first order.

P. O. BOX 133H °

Greenhouse & Garden Supply Catalog

We stock a complete line of equipment and supplies.
Write today for your copy. 64 pages, fully illus-
trated, over 1,000 items. Send $1.00 deductible from

Barrington Mindustrics

BARRINGTON, IL 60010
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The Clayton M. Kelly Seed Fund
is for all of you. When you par-
ticipate in the Seed Fund you also
aid the catalogue and research proj-
ects of the ABS since 10% of the
profits each month are designated to
these uses. I hope you will join in
as customer and supplier. Now and
again I receive a note from someone
who just enjoys getting acquainted
with begonias by reading the de-
scriptions. It makes me feel good to
be able to give you that experience.
I sincerely want to thank all of you
who have become my friends through
our corresponderice while I ' have
been seed fund director.

Send seeds to:

Mrs. Pearl Benell

10331 Colima Road

Whittier, CA 90604
Order seeds from:

Mrs. Linda Miller

P.O. Box 227

Gardena, CA 90247

LIQUID PLANT FOOD 10-15-10
DROPS to a quart of water /

/,
“‘starts and feeds’ all plants "
Avoilable ot Ui,
: % your store
or send $2.00 for 2 botlles prepaid to
SCHULTZ COMPANY U ‘-.

11730 NORTHLINE, ST. LOUIS, MO. 63043
SEND FOR OUR FUND RAISING OFFER

ANTONELLI BROTHERS

2545 Capitola Road
SANTA CRUZ, CALIFORNIA 95060
36-page color catalog 25 cents
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Ja 9 — Begonia plebeja

Mini-Ads

The rate for advertising in this column
is $1 per line (about 36 characters) with
a minimum charge of $4. Payment for the
ad must accompany order. Direct ques-
tions, copy, and checks to the Advertis-
ing Manager, Mabel Corwin.

Begonias, Gesneriads, miniature terrarium
plants, tropicals, Catalog $1. Kartuz
Greenhouses, 92 Chestnut St., Wilming-
ton, MA 01887. Phone (617) 658-9017

Violets - Begonias - Episcias
Cuttings only. Send stamp for list.
Wilson’s Greenhouse, Route 1
Box 165-4 Ozark, MO 65721

Wyrtzen Exotic Plants—begonias
and gesneriads. Plants sold at house
only. 260-01 87th Avenue (same as 165
Bryant Ave.), Floral Park, N.Y.
Ph. 212-347-3821

Begonias, oldies, collectors items, new hy-
brids, 20¢ for list, Stamps ok. Rainbow
Begonia Gardens, Box 991, Westminster,
CA 92683. :

Bolduc’s Greenhill Nursery—Exotic
and hardy ferns. Send self-addressed
stamped envelope for list. 2131 Vallejo
Street, St. Helena, CA 94574
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CLAYTON M. KELLY SEED FUND

Pamphlets for beginners:

“Begonias from Seeds — Sowing and Growing” $ .25
“Begonias in General — Basic Descriptions of
Classes and Culture” .50

The Bikerack #3, offered as Dc 1 in December, is a taller, more compact

plant with very large pink blossoms with wavy or ruffled edges.

Ja 1— B. Bikerack #3. Rose-pink blooms. A generation better than the
previous offer, selected for large flowers. Compact, very large,
hardy plants per pkt. .50

Ja 2 — B. Bikerack #3. Red blooms. This was chosen from the best plants
of 600 and should produce a larger percentage of plants having

beautiful red color, but somewhat smaller blooms ... per pkt. .50
Any three of the above mentioned semperflorens 1.00
Ja 3 — A mixture of seeds of all the above mentioned ......... per pkt. .50

Ja 4 — B. convallariodora. An elegant upright, shrub-like, loosely-branched
plant from 2 to 3 ft. high. Leaves oval, pinnately nerved, up to 6 in.
at maturity. Blooms in March with bunches of small, white flowers
that some say smell like lily-of-the-valley ... per pkt. .50

¢ Ja 5— B. decandra. Shrub-like with small, batre leaves; grows to 3-4 ft.
high. Flowers are small, white with a crimson heart..per pkt. 1.00

Ja 6— B. domingensis: 1959, San Domingo. Shrub-like, much like B.
decandra, but the plant is smaller and more floriferous. Both are
easy to grow. The flowers have a curious spicy smell..per pkt. .50

#Ja 7— B. egregia: 1887, Brazil. A thick-stemmed species, grows 3-4 ft.,

. leaves lanceolate, hairy, large (up to 12” long). White flowers in

winter through March, in large pendant bunches; the female ones

are very fragrant. per pkt. .50

» Ja 8—B. ottonis. This is one of the “mystery” begonias. See article,

October 1975, page 262. per pkt. 1.00

= Ja 9— B. plebeja: 1853, Nicaragua. Up to 1 ft., thick stems, ascending;

leaves up to 5 in., broadly ovate with long drawn-out tip, dull green

above, brownish tomentose underneath. Flowers are pink. See

picture. per pkt. 1.00

= Ja 10 — B. santae-martae: 1949, Columbia. Rhizomatous with leaves 8 to

10 in., hairy; flowers in large bunches, pinkish white. Offered in

Begonian, July '74, as San Lorenzo, Columbia, unidentified species.

Other seeds: per pkt. .50

Impatiens. I was lucky to receive these seeds from Pennsylvania. They are

mixed colors and very showy bedding or pot plants. ....... per pkt. .50

Petunias. These also came from Pennsylvania, are “Giant of California”.
These were hand pollinated and should produce very large blooms.

: per pkt. .50

Manihot: commonly called the tapioca tree. This is tree-like, growing 15-20

ft. tall. A favorite of Clarence Hall. It has alternate, lobed leaves; white
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CLAYTON M. KELLY SEED FUND

flowers on racemes. The fleshy roots are harvested for tapioca. A beauti-

ful lacy tree, goes dormant in winter.

10 seeds .50

California residents, please add 6% sales tax. All customers, please send a
stamped, self-addressed envelope. Make all checks and money orders payable
in U. S. funds, to Clayton M. Kelly Seed Fund. Mail to Mrs. Linda Miller,

P. O. Box 227, Gardena, CA 90247.

B. PICTA RETURNS
(Continued from Page 3)

the small pots into a larger pot to
use the mixture for fern spore . . .
As it got warm in August 1975 I
noticed those beautifully marked
leaves coming up. I'moved the plants
back into separate pots and they grew
well. Each plant has a different shad-
ing of brown on the leaves. Some
are almost completely green, some
mostly brown. I placed the plants in
September into my large bush house
under a bench where they get strong
light.

(A later note) At present we are
having one cyclone after the other
off our northern coast and here in
Brisbane we have had unending rain.
It's a wonder the begonias survive.
But it is warm and that is probably
why. Our weather this past three
years has been all wrong, with inches
more rain than is normal. The B.
picta plants are in a protected area
under a bench but still get very wet.
Maybe this is why picta is flowering
so well. T have tried some pollen on
other begonias that are still in
flower . . . Results at a later date.

The Indoor Light Gardening Society
of America, Inc., Dept. B, 128 West
58th St., New York, New York 10019.
Dues $5.00. Bi-monthly magazine;
light garden; up-to-date, informative;
seed fund; round robins; chapters.
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HYBRIDIZING FOR BEGINNERS
(Continued from Page 7)

by baking in an oven for an hour at
180 degrees. The seedling medium
must be moist for sowing seed. Sow
seed thinly over the mix, pressing
very lightly with finger tips. Water
the container from the bottom until
you see moisture on top of the me-
dium. Let container drain thoroughly
before enclosing it in a plastic bag
closed securely. If possible, put con-
tainer in a warm place, 75 to 80 de-
gtees, in strong light but never in the
full sun— for the interior would
heat up to an alarming degree. Most
fresh seed germinates quickly but
that obtained from some begonias
may take weeks. When seedlings are
1/ to one inch high, I like to trans-
plant them to a community pot or
container placing them about two
inches apart in a standard potting
mix. Not until leaves touch are the
seedlings transplanted to two inch
pots. Shift to larger sizes as the roots
fill the pots.

Soon you will be seeing the results
of your hybridizing as plants mature
and you can select the best.

LEARN ABOUT FERNS

Join the )
LOS ANGELES INT'L FERN SOCIETY

Membership only $5.50 per year
28 page Bulletin and 2 page Lesson monthly

2423C Burritt Ave., Redondo Beach, CA 90278
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NEWS AND NOTICES

SPEAKERS BUREAU

Nathan Randall, Director of the
Speakers Bureau, is eager to add
names to his roster to aid in branch
programs. He has an urgent request
from the new Central San Joaquin
Branch for the names of speakers
who would be willing to address its
meetings. This enthusiastic branch
is somewhat removed geographically
from others in California. Those
speakers who are willing to help the
branch get off to a good start should
contact Nathan Randall or Eleanor
Hollis, 548 East Mill Ave., Porter-
ville, CA 03257.

INVITATION

The Tucson African Violet Society
will hold a horticultural and artistic
show March 5 (from 3 to 8 o'clock)
and March 6 (10 to 5). The show
is at Christopher City, University
Married Students Housing, 3401 N.
Columbus Blvd., Tucson. Admission
is free. For additional information,
contact Betsy Evans, 4430 E. Presidio
Place, Tucson, AZ 87512.

BOOK DELAYS

The three new books about be-
gonias by Alice Clark, Elda Haring,
and Millie Thompson have been de-
layed because of staff and technical
difficulties at the various publishers.
The matters should be resolved soon
and the books forthcoming. The Re-
vised Editions of the Thompson Be-
gonia Guide are being distributed and
are not involved in the delay.

LIBRARY

Lydia Austin, ABS Librarian, will
welcome donations of back issues of
the Begonian for redistribution.
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CHANGE NAMES

In the printing process the photo-
graph on page 309, November issue,
was reversed, so that the names of
the people should read: Walt Han-
sen, Lori Hansen, Gene Daniels.

ADD NAMES

To the list of personnel for the
Begonia Heritage Committee must
be added the names of Mary Birchell,
Ruth Gilbert and Nettie Daniels.
These women also worked on Show
registration, classification and plant
placement with Thelma O'Reilly. We
are sorry not to have credited their
efforts in the November issue along
with the other workers.

GROWER RETIRES
Dear Friends and Customers:

I wish to notify everyone that I am
going out of the begonia plant busi-
ness because of ill health. I have en-
joyed having you as friends and cus-

o

tomers. I wish you all luck in-grow-
ing begonias and thank you fho\rg?ou

business.
Sincerely,
Mrs. Rosetta White
1602 N. W. 3rd St.,
Abiline, KS 67410

SPECIAL REQUEST

Pear] Benell is looking for bulbs
or seeds of Begonia “Trumpet Daffo-
dil’ for one of the seed suppliers. If
you can furnish either, for sale or in

The circulation office has a new
address. Send dues to:

American Begonia Society
Jacqueline Garinger

8302 Kittyhawk Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90045
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exchange, contact her for more in-
formation.

ARTIST

We welcome Rosemary Flamion to
the Begonian staff. She is a student
of horticulture and art at California
Polytechnic  University, San Luis
Obispo. Her drawings accompany
the articles by Bill Farmer and Evelyn
Weidner in this issue. We are most
fortunate to have her services.

NEW YEAR-—NEW OFFICERS

Please check your Branch Directory
entry in the December issue to see if
the listing is correct. If not please
send the list of new officers to ABS
Secretary Virginia Barnett. Include
the name of the national representa-
tive so it con be listed with the board
of directors.

BEGONIA QUESTION BOX

We rescued it from the attic and
gave it a sprucing up. The old ques-
tion box is all set up and ready for
action. Elda Haring has agreed to
handle questions from the readers.
Although it was suggested as a ser-
vice to the members-at-large who
have no one to consult with, anyone
with a begonia problem can ask Elda
for advice. She promises to locate
help for you if she does not know the
answers personally. Elda has spoken
to clubs and conducted workshops
and written about begonias, so she
is a great person to have on the job.
Write to the Begonia Question Box,
Elda Haring, Box 236, Flat Rock
NC 28731.

NEWSLETTERS

The Editors receive copies of many
branch bulletins. Some of them are
very elaborate and detailed, some are
very short and to the point. All of
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them contain helpful information.
They give us ideas about what is inter-
esting to you.

We want to take this opportunity,
at the start of a new year, to send
special words of appreciation to the
people who compose and send out
these copies. We want you to know
that we read and enjoy your news-
letters. Many thanks to those who
have served in this way. Please don’t
drop us from the mailing lists.

PHOTOGRAPHS SOUGHT

If you have photographs of ABS
registered cultivars, particularly the
earlier numbers, send copies to Rudy
Ziesenhenne, Nomenclature Director,
who is trying to assemble a complete
set for identification purposes.

WORKSHOP PLANNED

The Westchester branch will hold
a workshop January 14 on potting
mixes, potting and repotting. It will
be directed by Lu Kaytis.

TALK ABOUT FOOD

Brent Holden will speak on Grow-
Power, organic-base fertilizer and soil
conditioner at the Redondo area
Branch meeting, January 27th.

Historical Interest — Modern Value
LES BEGONIAS

$10. Order from ABS Library
Calif. residents add 6% sales tax

MOVING?

If you are planning to move, be
sure to send a change of address no-
tice to the Membership Secretary.
Copies of the Begonian which are
sent by Second Class Mail are re-
turned to the office and are not for-
warded by the Post Office.

The Begonian



RESEARCH REPORT

M. Carleton L'Hommedieu, Research Director

Dr. Durkin, Head of the Horticulture Department at Rutgers University,
wrote that he had determined that the research to be carried out with ABS
funds had not been done. The $600 was returned to the Research Fund. I
would like to start another begonia project with this money in the near future.

Suzanne Bonner wrote a report covering work in which both she and Ann
Councill participated. Copies of the report were distributed at the Eastern
Convention. Suzanne also made a poster display for the Eastern Meeting,
which illustrated the work that is being carried on.

Financial Report

Balance, August 31, 1976 $ 397.83
Receipts
Long Island Branch ... ... 20.00
Seed Fund oo 16.74
Mr. and Mrs. Ziesenhenne, In Memory of
Peggy McGrath 10.00
May Taft Drew 10.00
IntereSt e 3.05
Refund from Rutgers ... 600.00 $ 659.79
1057.62
Disbursements
N. Y. Botafiical LAbEaty oo e sssscnsssisinis 350.00 350.00
Balance, October 25, 1976 e sssessses s $ 707.62

A contribution to the Research Fund was made by the Orange County
Branch. It was incorrectly attributed to the Newport Branch in the repQrt
printed in October. *

CULTURAL AND HISTORICAL
Biauulns NOTES OF VALUE TO THE

SERIOUS BEGONIA HOBBYIST

Translated by

“ V" - -v'\ Alva G. Graham
: oy $10 per copy, soft cover

California residents add 6%, sales tax

Order from:

ABS LIBRARIAN LYDIA AUSTIN
15329 EASTWOOD AVENUE
LAWNDALE, CA 90260
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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR
MEETING OF THE BOARD OF
DIRECTORS OF THE
AMERICAN BEGONIA SOCIETY
October 25, 1976
The meeting was called to order at 7:45
P.M. in the South Gate Auditorium with
Charles A. Richardson presiding. After
the opening ceremonies the minutes of
the Sept. 27, 1976 meeting were read and
approved as corrected. The motion con-
cerning the printing of registered begonia
cultivars had been tabled pending the re-
ceipt from Mr. Bates of more information

about the cost of type-setting.
The President proposed the following
appointments:

A committee to continue the investiga-
tion of the non-profit status of the
A.B.S. Chairman to be Bill Walton,
and members Gil Estrada and Doug
Frost;

Margaret Taylor to locate a suitable
place for the 1977 Flower Show and
Convention;

Walter Barnett to file claims for refund
of the Social Security taxes which
had been previously filed and paid.

Virginia Barnett to serve as Secretary
of the American Begonia Society.

Upon motion duly made and seconded,
the above motions were passed by the
Board of Directors.

Treasurer Estrada reported a balance of
$8,211.67 as of Sept. 30, 1976 in the
checking account. He also informed the
Board that the fidelity bond premium was
now due, and that the premium for the
bond had been increased to $103.00. A
motion was made and passed to pay the
premium and keep the policy in force. A
motion was made and passed that the
financial budget and monthly treasurer’s
reports be given to all Board members.
Walter Barnett moved that $5,000 of the
funds in the checking account be trans-
ferred to the Special Savings Account, with
$600 of this amount to be earmarked for
Branch plant moving expenses for the Na-
tional Show, as previously resolved at the
Board meeting of Sept. 27, 1976.

Editor Bates reported a meeting of his
committee to discuss the Begonian, culti-
vars, and other printing. He reminded the
Board that the 1st of the month is dead-
line for publishing of the next month issue.
His motion to prepay 6 months of paper
for the Begenian was passed after discus-
sion of the savings to the A.B.S.

Mabel Corwin, Advtg. Mgr. was unable
to be present. However, she had advised
Pres. Richardson that she would try to
write the Round Robin Notes for 3 months
for Begonian. Her offer was accepted.

After the secretary read his report, Pres.
Richardson asked the Board to approve
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the appointment of Carlton L’'Hommedieu
as Research Director for another term.
Motion of appointment was made and
passed. Mr. Ziesenhenne moved that the
Research Fund be reimbursed the $300.00
cost of photocopying the material at the
New York Botanical Garden Library. Mo-
tion passed.

The secretary read Past President Zies-
enhenne’s report, requesting that she be
repaid for personal funds she had used to
pay ABS social security taxes; also that
she objected to the appointment of Walter
Barnett to file claims for refund of Social
Security taxes previously paid. It was
Board concensus that she should be re-
paid at such time as the ABS would receive
its refund.

Chairman Pearl Benell reported deposits
of $906.88 to the Seed Fund account for
the period August through October 19, and
that the Fund had a working balance of
$183.79.

Marge Lee submitted the report of the
Judges Courses.

After Branch reports, the meeting ad-
journed at 9:35 P.M.

Virginia J. Barnett, Secretary

CONDENSED MINUTES OF THE
REGULAR MEETING OF THE
BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE
AMERICAN BEGONIA SOCIETY
November 22, 1976
President Richardson called the meet-
ing together at 7:45 in the South Gate
Auditorium. The minutes were read and
approved as corrected: Debi Miller had
not resigned as Round Robin Director, but
Mabel Corwin would write the notes for

the Begonian.

Mr. Estrada requested reimbursement
of $58.80 he had been required to pay
the former treasurer for transportation of
the Treasurer’s file and records from Ven-
tura. There was a balance of $7,187.19
as of Nov. 1st, after the transfer of $1,100.
to the Convention Fund Account.

Mr. L’Hommedieu, Research Director,
reported a balance of $754.38, and re-
quested addition of Pearl Benell to the
Research Committee. It was approved.

All branches should inform Secretary
Barnett of newly elected officers, including
names and addresses together with meet-
ing dates, place, and time of meeting.

Mabel Corwin advised the Board an in-
voice from Horticulture of $338.40 for the
A.B.S. classified ad was due for 1977.
Motion passed to pay yearly. Mr. Walton
asked to amend the budget to include this
amount. Passed.

Margaret Taylor informed the Board she
had investigated several places for the
1977 Flower Show and Convention. Bill
Walton and Marge Lee were appointed to

The Begonian



assist her, and make a selection for dates
and location. Passed.

It was approved to send complimentary
subscription of the Begonian to the Cer-
ritos Community College for their horti-
culture department.

Mr. Walton moved that $1,000, instead
of $600 approved at the October meeting,
be placed in the Convention Fund. Passed.
A request for $500, for the travel fund did
not pass.

Marge Lee read a letter of thanks from
The Garden Club of America. She also
gave the treasurer a check for $1,214.,
the Flower Show and Convention balance,
and submitted the records for auditing to
be conducted by the Finance Committee.

After Branch reports, the meeting ad-
journed at 9:54 P.M.

Virginia J. Barnett, Secretary

IN MEMORIAM
Robert E. Hale

Robert E. Hale, a long time ABS
member, passed away suddenly No-
vember 9th. Dora, his wife of 48
years, and Bob joined the Sacramento
Branch in 1957. He setved as its
president in 1966, and in many other
capacities throughout his membet-
ship. For three years he was vice
president of the National Society.
He was a clerk at the National Show
for the past two years.

Bob was employed at McClellan
Air Force Base as an aircraft techni-
cian until his retirement in 1972.
He was a first aid and safety instruc-
tor for the American Red Cross and
at the time of his death was on the
Disaster Team.

In addition to ABS, Bob was a
member of the American Fuchsia
Society and Cactus and Succulent
Society and the Sacramento Fern
Forum. Bob Hale was one of those
rare individuals who thought nothing
of giving completely of himself. He
was always willing to share his
knowledge and time with others.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

ELECTED OFFICERS

President ... ... . Charles A. Richardson
5444 Hartwick St., Los Angeles, CA 90041

Past President ... ... ... Margaret Ziesenhenne
1130 N. Milpas St., Santa Barbara, CA 93103

First Vice President ... .. Nathan Randall

8200 Irondale Ave., Canoga Park, CA 91306

Second Vice President ... ... . _Evelyn Cronin
88 Ledgeways, Wellesley Hills, MA 02181

Third Vice President ... ... Ralph Corwin
1119 Loma Vista Way, Vista, CA 92083
Treasurer ... ... ... ... Gilbert A. Estrada

7914 Springer St., Downey, CA 92042

Secretary ... ... . Virginia Barnett
1213 S. Mullender Ave., West Covina, CA 91790

APPOINTED OFFICERS

Branch Relations Director ................. Evelyn Cronin
88 Ledgeways, Wellesley Hills, MA 02181

Business Manager ... Bill Walton
P.0. Box 4048, Torrance, CA 90510

Judging Course Director ..................... Margaret Lee
1852 31st St., San Diego, CA 92102

Librarian ..... ..o, Lydla Austin
15329 Eastwood Ave., Lawndale, CA 90260

Membership Secretary ... ..... Jacqueline Garinger
8302 Kittyhawk Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90045

Nomenclature Director ............. Rudolf Ziesenhenne
1130 N. Milpas St., Santa Barbara, CA 93103

Parllamentarian ................cccco.o..... Phyllis Bates
554 Arden Dr., Encinitas, CA 92024 -

Past Presidents Group Chairman ...... Walter Pease
8101 Vickshurg Ave., Los Angeles, CA 900{5

Research Director ............ M. Carleton L’Hommedleu
370 Locust Ave., Oakdale, NY 11769

Round Robin Director ............................. Debi Miller
919 Hickory View Circle, Camarillo, CA 93010

Seed Fund Director ... Pearl Benell
10331 Colima Rd., Whittier, CA 90604

Seed Fund Orders ... ... ... Linda Miller
P.0. Box 227, Gardena, CA 90247

Show Chairman ... .. ... .. Betty Cooper
4444 Arista Dr., San Diego, CA 92103

Speakers Bureau . ... Nathan Randall
8200 Irondale Ave., Canoga Park, CA 91306

plant talk!

RUTH & WALTER PEASE
6863 La Tijera Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA 90045
(213) 641-2130

INDOOR & OUTDOOR PLANTS » EXOTICS
DECORATIVE CONTAINERS * ACCESSORIES
PLANT RELATED GIFTS * BOOKS « SERVICE
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SECOND CLASS MAIL
American Begonia Society
11506 McDonald

Culver City, California 90230

Return Postage Guaranteed

* Hormex Rooting Powder
% Plastic Pots - by the dozen
* Polypropylene Shade Cloth
* Polyethylene Film

PARAMOUNT PERLITE CO.
(213) 633-1291
P.0. BOX 48-B
PARAMOUNT, CA. 90723

BEGONIAS
REX BEGONIA SEED

RUDOLF ZIESENHENNE
i $1.00 per pkt plus 13c postage
Calif. residents add 6% Sales Tax

1130 North Milpas Street
SANTA BARBARA, CALIFORNIA 93103

ﬁ&ﬁ‘ Begonia
Verdes,  Fem

4111 - 242nd St., Walteria, Ca. 90505
TUBEROUS BEGONIAS

COMPLETE SELECTION OF BEGONIAS
AND SHADE PLANTS

FUCHSIAS—CAMELLIAS—FERNS

-OPEN DAILY
Complete Nursery & Garden Supply Sbo,
p 1Y, Miles E’ of Redo ;:"’ .
i-Way zoz
BEGONIAS

HOUSE and GARDEN PLANTS
25¢ to cover mailing costs for plant list
ROUTH'S GREENHOUSE
Louisburg, Missouri 65685

BEGONIAS, GERANIUMS, EXOTICS
FERNS, OXALIS, CACTI, HERBS

1976 - 1977 Catalog with Color — $2.00
LOGEE'S GREENHOUSES

(Est. 1892)
55 North Street, Danielson, Connecticut 06239

All-purpose plant food
guaranteed analysis 18-20-16

HEALTHY HOUSE PLANTS
. . . need SPOONIT nourishment for
color, vigor, and resistance to dis-
ease. SPOONIT’S chelated iron con-
trols chlorosis and its balanced (18-
20-16) formulation is super for all

and vegetables.
for Orchids in bark -

*&w . SP%

) 3 »

guaranteed analysis 30-10-10

Write for free sample and brodhure
containing helpful hints, sizes, prices.

If Your Nursery Does
Not Carry Spoonit,
send $1 for 3 oz. trial size (ppd)
Calif. res. add 6%.

Plantsmitle wc

Dept. T 1924 Plymouth Street
Mt. View, California- 94043
(415)961-3344

ettt e e e o N RN PP

kinds of house plants, shrubs, ferns

. - > e

¢
¢
¢
¢
¢
’
’
’
’
¢
’
¢
’
4
4
’
’
’
’
’
’
‘
’
¢
’
¢
¢
¢
’
’
‘
’
’
/
’
’
’
’
¢
¢
’
’
’
/
¢
‘
’
’
’
’
’
¢’
’
’
‘
’
’
/




