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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

As I write this we’re three days
into the Happy New Year! The
years are marked by the good we
accomplish and 1974 is a banner year
for the American Begonia Society.

I just talked to Jack Bergstrom
of Kandid Litho Co. which is respon-
sible for the gift of the reproduction
of the beautiful painting by Alice
M. Clark, a holiday greeting from
the printers, in the December The
Begonian. We are grateful to
Kandid Litho Co. and to Mrs. Clark
whose exquisite painting first ap-
peared in black and white in the
April 1947 The Begonian. We hope
that a full series of Mrs. Clark’s
paintings may be reproduced for
framing and also for use in The
Begonian.

I am proud to announce Fred A.
Barkley’s acceptance of the post of
Public Relations Director of the
ABS. With his professional back-
ground at Northeastern University
and his long interest in the genus
Begonia as well as his down-to-earth
work on behalf of the ABS and his
Buxton Branch, Dr. Barkley should

COVER PICTURE

Begonia quadrialata grown and
photographed by Gordon Lepisto,
Saint Paul, Minnesota.

set a high standard in publicizing
the work of the ABS at universities
and in newspapers, magazines, pub-
lic speeches, radio, and television,
and other media. His staff includes
Hyacinth Smith in San Francisco,
Herbert Warrick in Seattle, Phil Seit-
ner in Chicago, Corliss Engle in the
Boston area, Millie Thompson in the
New York area, and Phyl Setford
in Australia. With Chuck Richard-
son working with members at large
and Evelyn Cronin in charge of
branch relations, 1975 should result
in a great fusing of talents and in-
terests for the betterment of the
ABS.

We are sorry to lose the services
of Ruth Pease as judging chairman.
Her teaching in community colleges

(Continued on Page 51)

ERRATA

In the December issue on page 306
Dayka was misspelled. On the same
page an error was made in Dr. Sah-
yun’s name — it should be Dr. and
Mrs. Melville Sahyun. Our apologies
to William Dayka of Dayka’s Nur-
sery and to Dr. and Mrs. Sahyun.
In the picture on page 306 Mrs.
Geraldine Sahyun is the second from
the right.

AIMS AND -PURPOSES OF THE AMERICAN BEGONIA SOCIETY, INC.

The purpose of this Society shall be:

TO stimulate and promote interest in Begonias
and other shade-loving plants;

TO encourage the introduction and development
of new types of these plants;

TO standardize the nomenclature of Begonias;
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TO gather and publish information in regard to
kinds, propagation and culture of Begonias and
companion plants;

TO issue a bulletin which will be mailed to all
members of the Society; and

TO bring into friendly contact all who love and
grow Begonias.

31



PROPAGATION OF BEGONIAS
By Elda Haring
(Photos by Walter Haring)

It is not possible to set forth one
fail-proof method for the propaga-
tion of begonias. Experienced grow-
ers have experimented until they
have found what seems to be right
for the begonias they grow under
the conditions they can provide. In-
structions for propagating begonias
are so many and so varied that be-
giners often become confused and
are reluctant to attempt propagation
at all. Even though one can not
accommodate many extra plants in
his plant room it is always wise to
have one or two extra plants of the
very special species or hybrids that
are very difficult to grow or are not
readily available. Although I do not
have room for all my begonias to
develop into show plants, I cannot
resist propagating a leaf or stem
when repotting plants, for nothing
gives me greater pleasure than to
present to a visitor a small specimen
of a begonia that is particularly
admired.

Propagation by divisions of an old
plant is an easy method. When they
have grown large and the stems fall
over, varieties such as B. semper-
florens, B. schmidtiana and the
‘Calla Lily’ types can be cut back,
knocked out of the pot and gently
pulled or cut apart to provide a
goodly number of new plants.
Rhizomes that have rooted within
the container may be cut and dug
with the roots attached to start new
plants. Even old plants of canes or
shrub-like begonias can be divided
and repotted. However, most of us
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do not want to disturb specimen
plants in this way. Many begonias
are easily rooted in water but these
roots are tender and damaged when
the plant is potted. If you prefer
this method do use a shallow con-
tainer and cut stems no longer than
2 inches since overly long stems
when potted result in a leggy, rather
than a compact plant.

Clear plastic bread, shoe or
sweater boxes are ideal for propa-
gation of begonias. If you were -to
visit my plant room or greenhouse
you would see many other containers
used for propagation — some.  of
them placed in plastic bags with ends
left open for air, some left uncov-
ered. Those fragile beauties like B.
rajah and B. wversicolor that need
protection are always propagated in
covered containers. I find that most
of the rugged kinds and even- the
rexes, if properly cared for, will root
in open containers such as flower
pots, market-paks, aluminum foil
loaf pans or cottage cheese dishes,
all provided with holes for bottom

drainage. Cuttings may also be
ﬂ& Begonia
Verdes,  Ferm

4111 - 242nd St., Walteria, Ca. 90505
TUBEROUS BEGONIAS

COMPLETE SELECTION OF BEGONIAS
AND SHADE PLANTS

FUCHSIAS—CAMELLIAS—FERNS

OPEN DAILY
Complete Nursery & Garden Supply Shop
11, Msles E. of Redondo Beach
H:r-Way 101
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placed in two inch pots if desired,
but in this case they may be given
protection by placing in clear plastic
sweater boxes. If you live in a hot,
dry area covered containers are es-
sential to provide constant humidity.

Cuttings of begonias will often
root in your favorite potting mix but
there are a number of growing me-
diums that are more suitable. I pre-
fer the mixture I use for seed sow-
ing, consisting of equal parts milled
sphagnum moss, vermiculite and
small grained perlite (also called
Sponge Rok). Mildred Thompson,
President of the Long Island Branch,
who grows fabulous begonias, pre-
fers to use 1 part perlite, 1 part
vermiculite and 1/ part Jiffy Mix as
a rooting medium. Some growers
use equal patts of German peat, ver-
miculite and perlite. The “Cornell”
peat-like mixes such as Jiffy Mix,
Sure-Fire Mix, Pro-Mix and Reddi-
Earth are also recommended for
rooting cuttings. A mix of equal
parts of brown peat and vermiculite
are used by some although I find in
my locality this medium stays too
wet. Vermiculite alone can also be
used but does tend to become soggy.
In humid climates, perlite alone,
with a half inch of water always
standing in the bottom of the con-
tainer is used for rooting cuttings.

As all of these materials are very
dry as they come from the bag it is
essential to place them in a plastic
pail or bag adding one quart of

GRO-LUX LAMPS—BLACK LIGHT
All sizes of lamps and fixtures
for residence or business.
FLUORESCENT TUBE SERVICE
13107 S. Broadway, Los Angeles, Calif. 90061
Phone (213) 321-6900
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water to each 6 quarts of mix and
permit to mellow for a few days.
The material should be uniformly
moist and fluffy, neither soggy nor
dripping moisture. If you, being
pressed for time, must use dry mix
place container with bottom drain-
age in pan of water until moisture
shows on top, and drain before
using. If using a container with no
drainage, water lightly and wait a
day or two to determine if the ma-
terial seems suitable.

The depth of the container would
determine how deep a layer of mix
you will use. The plastic shoe and
bread boxes with domed lids can be
filled to within 14 inch of the top of
the box. In the 5” deep sweater
boxes about 2 inches of the mix will
allow room for cuttings to grow
until they can be potted. Fill flower
pots, cottage cheese cartons, etc. to
within 1/ inch of top. If a plastic
bag is used for covering prop it up
so that it does not rest on the cutting,
which could cause it to rot. In my
greenhouse and under fluorescent
lights I leave the end of the plastic
bags open but lids of plastic con-
tainers are left on. In closely cov-
ered containers, cuttings will usually
root without the need for additional
water. Consequently plastic boxes,
with lids are a boon to those who:
cannot give their plants daily care.

Spring is considered the best time
to take cuttings since they are in-
clined to root more readily, but they
may be taken at any time of the year.
Choose good sturdy shoots, firm rhiz-
omes or good clean firm leaves and
cut with clean scissors. Experienced
growers often utilize damaged leaves

(Continued on Page 37)
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WEDGE CUTTINGS

Leaf wedges and stem cuttings-inserted in
starting medium' in plastic trays.

STEM CUTTINGS

il < @ G -Igbf ¥y ¥

BETHE

STEM CUTTINGS

Vegetative cuttings
ready for insertion
in starting medium.

RHIZOMATOOS COTIWGS
WEOGE CuTIwas

LEAF COTTINGS
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Various methods to prepare leaves for propagation.
Above — Leaf sections.
Below — Whole leaves.
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Two stages in the development of plants
started from cuttings.
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PROPAGATION
(Continued from Page 33)

by trimming them to quarter or half-
dollar size with one inch of stem at-
tached. Cuttings should be crisp,
showing not the slightest sign of
wilting. Condition them by placing
-stems ends of cuttings in water for
a few hours or overnight before in-
serting in rooting medium. This is
especially important if you have re-
ceived them through the mail or
have obtained them from another
hobbyist and transported them out
of water. After cuttings have been
inserted in the mix, water each one
very lightly to settle the mix around
the stem. The medium should be
lightly moist at all times but never
to the point of sogginess as too
much water in the root area will
cause rotting. Place the prepared
containers in strong light but not in
direct sunlight. If you live in frost
free areas and must root your cut-
tings out-of-doors put the containers
in a shaded spot protected from sun
and wind.

STEM CUTTINGS

Stem cuttings are taken from the
ends of the branches whether they
are horizontal or upright. Cut about
three to six inches of stem depend-
ing upon growth of the plant. The
stem should be inserted from one-
half to two inches into medium re-
moving any lower leaves only if they
will be buried in the mix. If flowers

and buds are evident they should be
pinched out to encourage the cutting
to produce side branches for a more
compact plant.

RHIZOME CUTTINGS
Rhizomes are thickened root stems

- some being quite large and rope-like

while others are quite slender. Cut
thizomes, preferably with one or
more leaves on each piece, and in-
sert the pieces slantwise in the root-
ing medium. Rhizomes with no
leaves attached may be cut into
pieces and laid flat with rhizome
pushed into close contact with the
mix. Although rhizome cuttings of
many types can be buried, covered
with a half-inch of mix, my own
experience has been that difficult
types like B. masoniana can just be
pressed into the top of mix with
excellent results.

MALLET CUTTINGS

This is one of the easiest ways to
propagate many of the cane-like
trailers and shrub-like begonias. If
you have a spreading plant like B.
‘Richmondensis’, you will note the
long stem will have developed new
branches along the entire length of
the stalk. Cut the shoot so that there
will be approximately a half inch of
stem on either side of the developing
branch. Push this “mallet” into the
soil so that the leaves stand upright.

LEAF CUTTINGS
Single leaves of most species and
cultivars except a preponderance Qf

BEGONIAS .
HOUSE and GARDEN PLANTS

Send for List—10c

MRS. BERT ROUTH
Louisburg, Missouri 65685

GREEN HILLS NURSERY
Exotic & Hardy Ferns
Open Saturdays and Sundays
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. or by appointment
2131 Vallejo Street St. Helena, Calif. 94574
Mrs. E= Bolduc
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the cane-like group may be used for
propagation. Take single leaves with
1/ to 2 inches of stem inserting it
upright into the mix. If the leaf
tends to fall over, prop it up with a
toothpick. Large leaves as well as
small ones can be trimmed to quarter
or half-dollar sizes with stem at-
tached and, if extra plants are de-
sited, each leaf may be cut into
wedge shaped sections inserting cut
edge 1/ inch into medium. Even the
small practically stemless leaves of
B. foliosa will root.

POTTING ROOTED CUTTINGS

Depending upon your growing
conditions, cuttings should be well
rooted in two or three weeks. Some
growers pot their cuttings as soon as
they have developed roots. I prefer
to wait until small plants have
emerged and I think this is good
advice for beginners. If the cuttings
have been grown in covered contain-
ers they are tender and must be
hardened off for several days by
propping up lid of the plastic box
or opening the closed bag and
finally removing altogether for a few
days prior to potting.

Use your regular potting mix for
rooted cuttings. Lift the plant care-
fully so that tender roots are not
damaged. Depending upon the size
of root systems, transplant to 2 or 3
inch pots. Over potting, that is, plac-
ing small plants in pots too large for
the root system, results in many
losses. A large and vigorous grow-
ing begonia like B. purpurea may
need a 3 inch pot while a small one
like B. prismatocarpa will likely
want a 11/ inch pot. Place a thin
layer of soil in the bottom of the pot,
positioning cutting in the center, and
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fill in around crown or stem with
lower leaves at pot level. Keep soil
at least 1/ inch below top of pot to
facilitate watering. Soil used for
potting should be slightly moist,
never dust dry. Water newly potted
begonia, let drain and do not water
again until soil is approaching dry- .
ness but never let it dry out com-
pletely. After 4 to 6 weeks check
pots and if they are filled with roots
shift to next larger size. If there is
still a layer of mix in bottom of pot
replace plant and permit it to grow
on until the root ball retains the
shape of the pot when removed. If
shifted promptly to the next size pots
as they grow the plants will quickly
attain specimen size.

CALENDAR

February 10, 1975, Monday, at 7:45
p-m. The Hampton Branch will meet at
Parrish Memorial Hall, Herrick Road,
Southhampton, N.Y. Program: Semper-
florens by Henry Andreasen. Begonia of
the Month: B. [uxurians by John Brad-
ley. Library and Plant Sales preceed the
meeting.

February 18 — Sacramento Branch 27th
Birthday and Past Presidents dinner at
Stroh’s Neptune Table, 5900 S. Land
Park Drive. Social hour at 6:30 p.m.,
dinner at 7:30 p.m. Margaret Ziesenhenne
will speak about the National Organiza-
tion; Rudolf Ziesenhenne will speak about
New Developments in the Culture and
Study of Begonias. Contact President-
elect Munroe L. Mundell, 2324 Connie
Drive, Sacramento, CA 95815, phone
(916) 925-3647 for information and
reservations. ASAP!

February 28 — Redondo Area Branch
6:30 P.M. at Dana School, 135th Street
and Aviation Blvd., Hawthorne, Calif.
Jitney Dinner (bring your own table ser-
vice). Henry Meyers will conduct a
Propagation Workshop. Visitors welcome.
Door Prizes. Refreshments. Plant Table.
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Begonia

Specialist

Rudolf Ziesenhenne

1130 North Milpas Street
Santa Barbara, Calif. 93103
Phone 805-966-6956

FEBRUARY 1975 PRICE LIST

The following begonias are available for shipment, prices
FOB Santa Barbara. Please enclose check or money order
for plants ordered, adding $1.50 for packing and postage.
We welcome inquiries about begonias not included on our
list.

*Indicates plants which are new introductions.
**Indicates plants which may or may not be used in terrariums.

TERRARIUM PLANTS *B, ‘Helen Grice’ $3.00
B. bartonea $2.00 | *B. 'Laughton’ cv. of
B. crispula 2.00 B. masoniana 5.00
B. ‘Eagleshammi” 3.00 | B. macdougallii 3.00
B. ‘Exotica’ 5.00 | B. macdougallii Brazil 3.00
B. ficicola 3.00 ' B. manicata 1.00
B. prismatocarpa 3.00 | B. masoniana 3.00
B. quadrialata 3.00 | B. plebeja 3.00
B. staudtii v. dispersipelosa 3.00 | B. ‘Red Mystery’ 2.50
B. subnummaularifolia 3.00 | *B. Rip van Winkle’ 3.00
B. ‘Wanda’ 3.00 | *B. ‘Sam Grice’ 3.00
* B. ‘Sisquoc’ 3.00
CANE-LHSE *B. ‘Sulcc‘lu' (upright) 3.00
B. coccinea _ 2.00
B. mazae 2.00 | SEMI-TUBEROUS
B. platanifolia 200 | g suffruticosa 2.00
B. scandens cordifolia 2.00
B. ‘Sophia Cecile’ 2.00 | SHRUB-LIKE
RHIZOMATOUS MINIATURE *B. ‘Al Clark’ 4.00
*%B. bowerae 2.00 B. ‘Eunice Gray’ ‘ 2.00
**B. bowerae nigramarga 2.00 B. foz””_‘f 2.00
B. ‘Many Colors’ 2.00 | B- gebrtii 3.00
B. metachroa 2.50 | *B. Loy’ 3,00
B. ‘Noctuee 2.00 | B ‘Multiflora Rosea’ 2.00
B. ‘Nota Bedson Parent’ 2.00 | B- Rudy’s Luxurians' 3.00 .
B ‘Suin God’ 2.00 B. ‘Thurstoni’ 1.50
RHIZOMATOUS THICK-STEMMED
B. bowerae major 2.00 | B. kellermanni 1.50
B. cathyana 3.00 | *B. ‘Mish’ 3.00
B. ‘Freddie’ 3.00 | *B. ‘Yanonali’ 3.00
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BRAZILIAN SPECIES IDENTIFIED
By Rudolf Ziesenhenne
Nomenclature Director

Ralph W. Spencer of Palos Verdes
Estates, while traveling in Brazil
several years ago, collected a begonia
which because of its roughish leaf
texture is often mistaken for B.
paulensis A. DC. Seed was offered
by the Clayton M. Kelly Seed Fund
in the March 1974 The Begonian as
“Mr 6 — B. paulensis” on page 60.

A good picture of this plant ap-
peared as an unidentified species on
page 280 of the November 1974 The
Begonia. :

Although there are two Brazilian
species which are quite similar and

could be this plant, it is truly Be-
gonia gehrtii Irmscher, while the
similar plant is B. moysesiz Brade.
Both of these plants have similar
growth and leaves, the interesting
thing about both being the leaves
which produce elongated basal lobes
which overlap to form a small open-
ing at the leaf sinus. The critical
difference between the two plants is
in the petioles. B. gehrtii Irmsch.
has cylindrical petioles which carry
recurved, scale-like hairs. B. moy-
sesii Brade has four-sided petioles
and no scale-like hairs.

RESEARCH — WHY DO WE NEED IT?

By Catleton L'Hommedieu, Research Director

Why do we need Research? To-
day’s answer to most questions like
this is "Why not?” But this is not
enough for scientific people.

A plant society without a research
department would be a society that
accepts itself as being ‘status quo’.
This would mean that we accept
everything as it is and are satisfied
without having anything new, and
without finding the answers to the
unsolved phenomenon of Begon-
iaceae.

Everything that you do with your
begonias is a result of research. The
plant foods that you use, the insecti-
cides and the fungicides that are
available, have all gone through in-
tense research before you receive
them. Many of the methods of pro-
pagation are the result of research.
Research is continuous and is never
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finished. We have been trying to
find some of the answers to leaf stem
propagation. Why do some begonias
propagate easily by this method while
others do not respond to this method ?
Rutgers University is still working on
this problem for us. Any systematic
investigation of our begonia prob-
lems by the experimental method
should be of importance to all of
our members.

Research not only takes time but
it also costs money. It is something
that you can not put a price upon.
The funds for our research activities
have come from members, individ-
ually and collectively through the
Branches. ,

The Research Department is grate-
ful for all of the donations that have
made it possible for us to carry on
the research for the ABS.

The Begonian



WHAT IS BEGONIA 'FIREFLUSH' ? (2)
By J. Doorenbos
Dept. of Horticulture, Postbox 30, Wageningen, The Netherlands

In The Begonian of October 1972,
I wrote an article under this title in
which I tried to show that Begonia
‘Fire Flush’ should be called Begonia
x leopoldii “‘Bettina Rothschild’ and
that it is a hybrid between B. robusta
(I should have added: var. rubra)
and B. annulata. Two puzzles re-
mained: where was it raised and by
whom, and how to explain the high
chromosome number (about 52-55).
I can now present some new evi-
dence on both subjects.

As to the origin of this begonia,
Mr. Rudolph Ziesenhenne kindly
sent me some references I had been
unable to find myself. The oldest
of these is on page 209 of L’Horti-
cultenr francais of 1866. Here the
editor of the magazine, F. Henrincq,
reviews the catalogue of plants
offered in exchange by the City of
Paris. He writes (I translate from
the French and leave out some irrele-
vant passages): ‘The nurseries of
the City of Paris are divided into
twelve sections. The second
section is devoted to rare or new
plants. As such, we find mentioned
in the catalogue: ... Begonia ‘Bet-
tina Rothschild’, with foliage cov-
ered by a crimson red velvet when
young, and large pink flowers; ...
Ficus chaunvierii, a splendid new spe-

DROPS to a quart of water
‘‘starts and feeds’ all pla

Available of
your store

or send $2.00 for 2 botlles prepoid to

scruurz comany ~NE T >

11730 NORTHLINE, ST. LOUIS, MO. 63043
SEND FOR OUR FUND RAISING OFFER
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cies introduced - by Mr. Rougier,
Parisian horticulturist, . . . " !

This clears up one point: in the
Buxton Check List the naming of
Rougier as the hybridizer of this Be-
gonia is an error; he is only the in-
troducer of a ficus. Begonia ‘Bettina
Rothschild’ may well have been pro-
duced (for at least, named) at the
nursery of the City of Paris. In fact,
this is what Mrs. Helen K. Krauss
already wrote in 1947 in her famous
book, which I had not seen when I
wrote my first article but has now
become available to me through the
generosity of Mr. Jack Golding.

The second point is the chromo-
some number. In 1972 Dr. R.A .H.
Legro and I had seen neither B.
annulata nor B. robusta, but we had
already studied a good number of
Asiatic species and found low
chromosome numbers to be preva-
lent. I believed therefore that B.
‘Bettina Rothschild’ with a chromo-
some number somewhere between 52
and 55 must be a tetraploid. The
most plausible hypothesis appeared
to be that B. amnnulata had 22
chromosomes (it is known to have
been crossed — and produced fertile
hybrids — with several other Indian
species in which 22 chromosomes

(Continued on Page 49)

WYRTZEN EXOTIC PLANTS

Specializes in Gesneriads and Begonias

260-01 87th Avenue (same as 165 Bryant Ave.)
Floral Park, N.Y. 11001
Phone 212-347-3821 before coming

NO MAIL ORDER
Plants sold at house only
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Male and Female Flowers of S. falva-villosa Warb.
Photo — R. Jansen

Dr. Jon Doorenbos, Laboratory of Horticulture,
Wageningen. Netherlands

Photo — Jack Golding
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ANOTHER SYMBEGONIA
By J. Doorenbos

In The Begonian of June, 1971, I
reported on an unknown symbegonia
collected in New Guinea, and in
subsequent issues, some more infor-
mation about these rare and inter-
esting plants was presented, ie. a
colored cover picture of S. sanguinea
on The Begonian of May 1974.

Last year Mr. J. F. U. Zieck sent
me some seed of a plant found at a
height of about 4000 ft. near Kara-
mui in the S. Chimbu district. Al-
though he had not seen the flowers,
he suspected it might be a symbe-
gonia. Plants from this seed are now
in flower and it appears that Mr.
Zieck was perfectly right.

This symbegonia, the fourth I
have grown, is a shrub about 30 ¢m
(1 ft.) high. The leaves, which are
green without markings, stand in
two rows on branches ‘which arise
from the centre of the plant and then
spread outwards and downwards.
These branches are densely covered
with upright red hairs. On the leaves
these hairs appear only at the back
on the veins. The shape of the
leaves is lanceolate, up to 10 cm (4
in.) long and 4 cm (114 in.) wide,
with an asymmetrical base and a
pointed tip, doubly serrate at the
edge. The flowers are white, the
female ones tubular with five slips,
the male ones with two tepals which
are fused at the base.

It appears that this plant is very
similar to Symbegonia fulvo-villosa,
the first species to be described in
this genus. It is also close to the
related S. mooreana. Both species
have stems and petioles densely cov-
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ered by red hairs, lanceolate leaves
and white flowers, 1 to 3 together in
an inflorescence. However, S. fulvo-
villosa has acuminate leaves which
are ‘inaequaliter subdupliciter eroso-
dentatis’, to cite Warburg’s original
description, whereas the leaves of §.
mooreana are drawn out in a long
tip, lobed and doubly serrate. The
present plant seems more or less in-
termediate between the two, possi-
bly somewhat closer to §. fulvo-
villosa than to S. mooreana. A dif-
ference from both species is that the
wings of the fruit are blunt, not
pointed.

Like the other species of symbe-
gonia, this plant is hard to grow.
It has to be kept strictly at 100% air
humidity; in drier air it starts to wilt
within minutes. It freely produces
polen, but it is too early to tell if it
will also set seed.

BEGONIAS

Rhizomatous — Rex — Rare
including B. versicolor
and many varieties for bowls.
Retail only — price list 10¢

MRS. ROSETTA WHITE
1602 N.W. Third St., Abilene, Kansas 67410

GRO-CART

a scientifically equipped
indoor plant stand, de-
signed with special fluo-
rescent lights to grow your
own organic foods and
herbs, or beautify your
home with spring flowers
the year ’round. The soft
gold finish and graceful
lines add elegance to the
decor of any home.

Model Shown $163 Complete ¢>\

FREE TH H

mowe:_THE GREEN HOUSE
9515 Flower Street e Bellflower, California 90706




ROUND ROBIN NOTES

There is always something new to
learn from the Round Robins. If you
aren’t a part of them, you are miss-
ing a big bonus that is yours for be-
longing to the American Begonia
Society.

Last February Nancy Cummins,
Kentucky, taped a soil cable on
a 4’ x 8 asbestos board and put it
on her dining table. At the time her
lights in the basement needed to be
rewired and she wanted to try the
cable. She sowed about 20 different
kinds of seeds in small flats and
aluminum foil pans, put plastic bags
over them and set them on the cable.
Germination was excellent and much
faster than she expected. The sphag-
num moss in which she planted them
stayed light brown with no sign of
algae. Where seedlings were too
crowded she was able (with plastic
toothpick) to seperate them easily.
Out of one tiny packet of mixed ges-
neriad seeds she had 65 plants. Two
factors were present, bottom heat
and high humidity. The only light
they received came from two win-
dows and one overhead 100 watt in-
candescent light bulb. Since then she
has started them under flourescent
light and hasn’t had nearly as good
germination. She found the latter
seedlings coming up with “coolie
hats” when she used milled sphag-
num. Some seedlings couldn’t break
through these “hats” and toppled
over. She tried Park’s Sure-Fire mix
and it turned green and had a hard
crust. She had to prick out tiny seed-
lings so they could grow. After
going to 1-1-1 mix of perlite, ver-
miculite, peat moss she has had bet-
ter luck. Two factors were present
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here: good light and high humidity,
but no bottom heat. She thinks that
bottom heat and high humidity are
more important than the amount of
light received when seeds are
germinating.

Dora Lee Dorsey of Florida said
when she fails to get the chaff from
her begonia seeds she has trouble
with mold forming on the soil sur-
face even when she uses a deterant
and wonders if a mild solution of
Clorox (such as used for orchid
seeds before flasking them) wouldn’t
prevent this. She’ll try it and let us
know.

Elda Haring, North Carolina,
opens her seed pods over a little tea
strainer onto a piece of bond paper
and finds that most of the chaff stays
in the strainer while the seeds fall
through the mesh. If a bit of chaff
does fall through with seeds, it can
be removed easily with tweezers.

When Elda receives a shipment of
new plants, especially when they are
in a mix different from hers, she
waits two or three days and then
puts them into her own soil mix.

Arline Peck of Rhode Island says
even if she buys soil mix that says
“sterilized” she bakes it just the
same. Putting some water in the soil,
she bakes it for 1/ hour or so in the
oven. She had many slugs until she
started doing this.

Rosetta White, Kansas, reported
her husband’s idea of mixing up pot-
ting mix in a small cement mixer.
He thinks this would make it a much
easier job. ’

Ann, Bello, New Jersey, passed
along a fine growing tip: when it is
time to put plants outside for the
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summer season she always makes
cuttings and puts them in a shady
part of the garden. By the end of
summer when it's time to bring
plants in again, she takes the cuttings
and pots them up. Before putting
cutting in the pot, she makes a hole
in the center of the mix with a pencil
or dibber, putting a teaspoonful of
bird gravel right in the hole so it
makes a cushion for the new root
ball. This gives real good growth of
roots. She’s done this on many plants
with very good results. Sometimes
when it is time to pot up a cutting,
she will find a very fine root. Using
this method, she can pot it on up
anyway and after a few weeks turn
the cutting out of the pot to find an
excellent root system.

For those having trouble with
cane begonias (angelwings), Elda
advises them to use some sterilized
soil in the potting mix. Hers always
do better if put in a rather heavy
mix. She is using sterilized top soil
(bought from garden nursery), two
parts, with 1 part peat and 1 part
sand, with an addition of a 2” pot
of lime and a 2” pot of Mag-Amp
to each bushel of mix.

Grant McGregor, Ontario, started
using crushed egg shells in his mixes
some months ago. He said he is
using much less than the 1A-1 cup
per quart of mix as advised by Pat
Morrison, Oregon. Grant suspects
some types of begonias would bene-

BEGONIAS, GERANIUMS, EXOTICS
FERNS, OXALIS, CACTI, HERBS

1974 - 1976 Catalog with Color — $1.00

LOGEE'S GREENHOUSES

(Est. 1892)
55 North Street, Danielson, Connecticut 06239

fit more from lime than others, de-
pending on the original type of soil
in their native area.

Dorcas Resleff, Washington, re-
ceived some cuttings wrapped in ny-
lon quilt filling, dampened, which
helped them to withstand shipping,
arriving in good condition.

Ruth Thara, Washington, D.C,
bought three plants of B. ‘Smidgens’
to experiment with. One has been
in her 20 gallon terrarium since early
spring (about five months), its
leaves remaining tiny and its pedi-
cels short, with the whole plant
slowly climbing up a piece of drift-
wood in the tank, but still only
about 3” high, rhizomes vertical in-
stead of horizontal. If the plant was
flat, it would not be more than 115"
tall. Another of these plants shares
a 10” bowl with B. ‘Peridot’ and B.
prismatocarpa, and is only 2" across
and about 11" high. The third one
is in her greenhouse. It was fine until
the heat of summer came; then it
began to dwindle away so she hur-
riedly put it into a bowl she uses for
propagating, where it appeared to
be recovering. She gets better results
when the plant is planted directly in
the terrartum mix than she does
when the pot is concealed in the mix.
She finds she has a tendency to for-
get to water these pots seperately,
with the result that the poor thing
dries out.

“THE BEGONIAN"

ADVERTISING RATES

One Four or More

Time Consecutive
Full Page __........ $40.00 $30.00
Half Page ........._ 20.00 18.50
Quarter Page .... 12.50 10.00
Per Inch ... 5.00 3.50
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Hazel Snodgrass, California, feeds
her plants in bowls with a tablet
form, mainly fish. One friend of
hers ~ foliar feeds her bowls and
seems to have just as good Iuck.

Ed. Note— The following para-
graphs were held over from last
month’s Round Robin Notes.

Yvonne Wells, Texas, finds B.
rubrovenia silver- much harder to
grow than the green variety and the
spotted variety is even harder to
grow than the silver. These plants
do great for her until the heat of
summer sends them into a dormancy
from which they never recover.

Elda Haring, North Carolina, had
a plant of B. ‘Granny’ that she al-
most lost when they moved. The
friend from whom she’d received her
original plant visited her recently
and noted it was a lovely plant now
with lots of CURLY leaves on it.
Since this was the original plant that
had no spirals, somethng must have
happened to it—maybe the new
mix Walt prepared for her! They
do use dolomite lime in their potting
mix. Now and then Walt tests the
mix to see how it is doing. Since she
hasn’t had time to repot all her
plants into it as she would like, she
has worked a little of the new pot-
ting mix in the top of the pot among
the rhizomes and it seems to have
helped. Walt also used Mag-Amp
in the mix. At one of the seminars
in California, she heard that Mag-
Amp breaks down much more slowly
than Osmocote.

Debi Miller, California, taped
some of the seminars to share with
the robins. One horticulturist ad-
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vised using a slow release fertilizer
such as Mag-Amp or Osmocote in
the potting mix and providing addi-
tional feeding by overhead feeding
of a liquid plant food such as Rapid-
Gro, etc., spraying or misting it on
the leaves.

Rosalie Ehrlich, Connecticut, said
the favored mix of many of the Long
Island Branch members is a soiless
mix plus top soil, 3/1, constant feed-
ing with weak solution of Peters
fertilizer —a very light fluffy soil
mix. There were gorgeous plants in
all categories in the show, she said.

Mildred Rowland, Oregon, said
the Robin is just like having com-
pany. After reading the letters, she
begins to tidy up her plants, looking
them over and deciding maybe they
are somewhat the same as others
have.

Join us SOON'!

Mrs. Mae Blanton
Round Robin Director
118 Wildoak Drive

Lake Dallas, Texas 75065

HELP NEEDED

A larger variety and supply of
seeds is needed for the Seed Fund.
Please share. Any amount and any
variety can be used. 10% of the net
sales is given to the catalog printing
fund with an additional 10% to the
Research Fund. Please be a bene-
factor. Send to Seed Fund Adminis-
trator.

OUT OF PRINT & DISCOUNT
BOTANICAL — BOOKS

Begonia - Cacti - Bromeliads - Gesneriads
Send for Free Catalogue
H. LAWRENCE FERGUSON

P. O. Box 5129, Ocean Park Station
Santa Monica, Calif. 90405
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ABS PROFESSOR
GOES ON THE AIR

“Yarick’s Backyard,” is for the
gardeners and plant hobbyists within
the range of KIEV, Radio 87, (870
Kc and 5000 watts) Glendale, Cali-
fornia. This program is a free ser-
vice of KIEV Public Services Divi-
sion and Glendale Community Col-
lege. Your announcer is the Garden
Professor, Burnell Yarick, Horticul-
turist and Botanist of Glendale Com-
munity College, 1500 N. Verdugo
Road, Glendale 91208. Professor
Yarick is a member of the Glendale
Branch of the ABS.

What we would like to do for
you: Announce your meetings and
shows; Promote your workers; Broad-
cast any cultural information that is
timely.

What you can do for me: Send to
me your 1975 officer list, roster,
schedules, announcements of meet-
ings and shows, miscellaneous notes
and timely information. Would ap-
preciate a note in your meeting an-
nouncements. “Listen to ‘Yarick’s
Backyard’, 7:45 a.m. each first and
third Saturday.”

Information Deadline: Three days
prior to the date of broadcast.

Broadcast Schedule: 7:45 a.m.
each first and third Saturday, KIEV,
Radio 87 (870 Kc) AM. January 4
& 18, February 1 & 15; March 1 &
15; April 5 & 19.

For any questions or comments
on programming or plant culture,
kindly write to me, the “Garden
Prof,” KIEV, Glendale 91206. We
solicit your cooperation.
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A COUPLE OF REQUESTS
— OR ARE THEY
SUGGESTIONS?

By Fred A. Barkley,
Public Relations Director
104 East Highland,
Tecumseh, Oklahoma 74873

In order to get the maximum pos-
sible spread of knowledge about Be-
gonia and our Society, I would like
to make two or three suggestions.

If you are knowledgeable about
any phase of Begonia information
and would be willing to write an
article about it, please send me a title
and an indication of what photo-
graphs and other illustrations might
be available to illustrate the pro-
posed article. I will then try to con-
tact journals (other than The Be-
gonian) to see if it can be used.

When you publish an article or
give an interview, please always men-
tion that you are a member of the
AMERICAN BEGONIA SOCIETY.

When you see an article on Be-
gonia in publications other than The
Begonian, please send me a post card
with the author’s name, title of the
article, when and where published.

AFRICAN VIOLETS - BEGONIAS - EPISCIAS
Fresh-cut Violet Leaves — 25¢
Episcia Stolens — 30¢
Begonia Cuttings — 40¢
Free descriptive price list
WILSON’'S GREENHOUSE
OZARK, MISSOURI 65721

HORTICULTURAL ART CREATIONS

Many one-of-a-kind items. Rare and Unusual.
We mail gift orders for the Holiday Season.
Illustrated brochure — $1.00 (refundable)

WALTHER’S EXOTIC HOUSE PLANTS
Dept. B, R.D. #3, 9-W Highway
Catskili, New York 12414
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BEGONIA SEMPERFLORENS - CULT. — PIED PIPER

By Ernest Kimball Logee, Danielson, Conn.
Reprinted from The Begonian — July 1950

This is the story of Pied Piper, one
of the forerunners of our new Thim-
ble and Double Red Leaved hybrids.
This plant was a stray seedling of
Professor W. D. Holley’s original
working of crossing Indian Maid on
his Double New Hampshire Hy-
brids, the first having dark leaves and
the latter green foliage.

In a flat of seedlings of many green
leaved doubles and semi-doubles,
were found a number of red leaved
single and semi-doubles. In trans-
planting these interesting seedlings
to the field, a very small, spindly
plant with a bud promising to be a
red double was salvaged and potted
into a 214 inch pot. As the plant
developed the flower was unique,
quite unlike any other begonia we
had ever seen, having little pink
quills or crested imperfect petals of
very good form, very deep pink in
winter, paling to almost white in
summer. It is dwarf, almost a minia-
ture, compact and of good form,
flowering persistently and contin-
ually. Visitors, spotting the little

PUBLICATION NOTICE

All material for publication — articles,
notices, photographs — should be sent to
the Editor, preferably six weeks before
date of publication. Deadline is the first
of the month preceding month of publi-
cation.

Advertising copy and inguivies should
be sent to the Editor.

SUPPORT OUR
ADVERTISERS

prize, wanted to take it with them to
add to their collections. As it was the
only one of its kind, all requests
were refused, but we promised cut-
tings when sufficient stock could be
produced and when it was named.

The little plant has so many fond
admirers and such a following that
it made me think of the Pied Piper
of Hammelin, which is the reason for
its name.

There is no begonia quite like it in
flower formation. The habit of
growth is erratic, as some plants tend
to spread out, covering the pot with
graceful hanging branches. The
flower clusters are on very short
stems, tucked in among the leaves,
giving the effect of being upright and
sturdy.

For bedding it has quite an appeal,
doing well in full sun or partial
shade. Culture is the same as for any
of the semperflorens —a loose fri-
able soil, water well, allowing to
become a little dry before applying
the next watering. This produces
more flowers and stocky growth.

AMERICAN
BEGONIA SOCIETY

INSIGNIA PINS ... $4.50
EMBLEM STICKERS ................... .50
GARDEN SIGNS

Price includes postage
(California residents, add 69, tax.)

ORDER FROM
Mrs. Lydia Austin
15329 East Wood Avenue
Lawndale, California 90260
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B. ‘FIREFLUSH’
(Continued from Page 41)

have actually been counted) and B.
robusta 30 or 32 (a number already
found in several Asiatic species, al-
though not in the section Sphean-
thera to which B. robusta belongs).
Such a cross would normally give a
hyrid with 26 or 27 chromosomes;
after chromosome doubling (a com-
mon occurrence in Begonia hybrids)
a plant with 52 or 54 chromosomes
would arise.

There were of course other possi-
bilities. Both species could have
high chromosome numbers, (for in-
stance, 44 and 66) or one could have
a low and the other a very high
number (e.g., 22 and 88). In both
cases, the hybrid would have the
required number (in the examples
given, 55). However, as in studies
by Dr. Legro and myself on 17 spe-
cies of the sections Platycentrum and
Sphenanthera we found 16 species
with 22 chromosomes and only one
with 44, I discarded the hypothesis
involving a species with 66 or 88
chromosomes. However, I was dead
wrong.

This spring we received, through
the kind offices of Dr. E. F.de Vogel,
a couple of rhizomes of B. robusta,
collected in Java on the Gunung
Gedeh. The rhizomes produced
young shoots which were taken off
and rooted. Recently we could start
cytological investigation, and much
to our surprise we found 88 chromo-
somes. This means that B. robusta
is an octoploid species with 8 sets of
11 chromosomes. (The ordinary
diploid species of this section of Be-
gonia have only 22 chromosomes,
ie. 2 sets of 11).
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GIVE YOUR PLANTS A BREAK!

planf food

All-Purpose Fertilizer

HIGHLY CONCENTRATED,
instantly soluble.

For Orchids in Bark

Both available in leading nurseries in Cali-
fornia; also in Arizona and some areas of
Hawaii, Nevada, Texas, Utah and Washington.

Write for free sample and brochure contain-
ing helpful hints, sizes, prices

Plantsmith’

P. 0. Box 2224-T
Menlo Park, California 94025

Gloxinias—African Violets—Begonias
Varieties which thrive under

fluorescent light
New Catalog—50c

KARTUZ GREENHOUSES
Dept. B—92 Chestnut Street
Wilmington, Massachusetts 01887

Now I have to discard the hypo-
thesis that B. ‘Bettina Rothschild’
arose through a doubling of chromo-
somes, and to assume that it is a
direct result of a cross of a species
with 22 chromosomes (B. annulata)
and one with 88 chromosomes (B.
robusta var. rubra). This hybrid is
a pentaploid with 5 sets of 11
chromosomes.
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BRANCH DIRECTORY
VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME AT THESE MEETINGS

BUXTON BRANCH
3rd Saturday, Homes of Members
Mrs. Raymond C. Cronin, Secy
88 Ledgeways, Wellesley, Mass. 02181

CONNECTICUT BRANCH
4th Sunday of each month
Mrs. Priscella Beck, Secy.
R D No. 1, Box 121,
Mystic, Conn. 06355

EAST BAY BRANCH
2nd Thursday, 7:45 p.m., Willard School
Telegraph at Stuart, Berkeley, Calif.
Miss Carol E. Orpin, Secy.
428 Norvell Street
El Cerrito, Calif. 94530

EASTSIDE BRANCH
4th Wednesday, 7:30 p
590 116th Avenue N. E Bellevue, Washington
Diane McElroy
9010 209th Ave N.E., Redmond, Wash. 98052

EDNA STEWART PITTSBURGH BRANCH
3rd Wednesday, 8:00 p.m.
Phipps Conservatory
Beverly Coyle, Corr. Secretary
144 McCurdy Drive, Pittsburgh, Pa. 15235

EL MONTE COMMUNITY BRANCH
3rd Friday, Members’ Homes
Mrs. Gladys Mattuket, Secy.
1801 Azalea Drive, Alhambra, Calif. 91801

FOOTHILL BRANCH
3rd Thursday, 8:00 p.m.
First Methodist Church, Marshall Hall
3205 D Street, La Verne, Calif.
Mrs. Marie Schmidt, Secy.
1296 Prospect
Pomona, Calif. 91766

FORT, ELSA BRANCH
1st Saturday, 1:00 p.m.
Miss Lola Price, Secy.
628 Beach Ave., Laurel Springs, N.J. 08044

GARDEN GROVE BRANCH
3rd Thursday, 7:30 p.m.
Sunnyside School

9972 Russell Ave. at Brookhurst, Garden Grove, Ca.

Mrs. Millie Hinds, Sec’y.
8752 Dewey Dr., Garden Grove, Ca. 92641

GLENDALE BRANCH
2nd Tuesday, 8:00 p.m.
Glendale Federal Savings, 401 N. Brand
Mrs. Katharine Alberti, Secy.
3322 Troy Drive, Hollywood Calif. 90068

GREATER BATON ROUGE BRANCH
Mrs. John H. McKay, Secy.
5116 Baton Rouge Ave., Baton Rouge, La. 70805

HAMPTON BRANCH
2nd Monday, 7:45 p.m.
Parrish Memorial Hall, Southhampton, N.Y.
Mildred L. Thompson
310-A Hill Street, Southhampton, N.Y. 11968

HOUSTON TEXAS BRANCH
2nd Friday, 10:00 a.m.
Garden Center, 1500 Herman Drive
Mrs. B. A. Russell, Secy.
5926 Jackwood, Houston Texas 77036

KNICKERBOCKER BRANCH
2nd Tuesday, 7:30 p.m.
Horticultural Society of New York
128 West 58th St., New York
Samantha G. Langer, Secy.

233 E. 69th Street
New York, NY 10021
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LONG BEACH PARENT CHAPTER
2nd Sunday, 1:30 p.m.
Glendale Savings & Loan Bldg.
5535 E. Stearnes Street
Los Altos Shopping Center, Long Beach, Calif.
Miss P. E. Powell, Secy.
3031 Shakespeare Dr., Los Alamitos, Ca. 90720

LONG ISLAND BRANCH
2nd Wednesday, 8:00 p.m.
Planting Fields Arboretum
Oyster Bay, Long Island, N.Y.
Annette W. Boree, Sec’y
8 Brown Road, Great Neck N.Y. 11024

MESQUITE BRANCH
1st Tuesday, 10:30 a.m., Members homes
Mrs. Mae Blanton, Secy.
118 Wildoak Drive, Lake Dallas, Texas 75065

MIAMI BRANCH
4th Tuesday, 8:00 p.m.
Simpson Memorial Garden Center
55 South West 17th Road, Miami, Florida
Mrs. Alma Crawford, Secy.
14250 Madison St., Miami, Florida 33158

MISSOURI BRANCH
3rd Friday, 11 a.m., Member's Homes
Kansas City, Mo.
Mrs. Glenn Lucas, Secy.
Kansas City, Mo. 64109
MONTEREY BAY AREA BRANCH
4th Wednesday, 8:00 p.m.
Lighthouse and Dickman Sts., New Monterey, Calif.
Mrs. Mary Peterson, Sec'y.
24522 Pescadero Rd., Carmel, CA. 93921
NORTH LONG BEACH BRANCH
2nd Friday, 7:30 P.M., 5535 Stearns, Long Beach,
Glendale Federal Savings and Loan Bldg.
Miss Carol Ruane, Secy.
2133 Pacific Ave.
Long Beach, Calif. 90806

ORANGE COUNTY BRANCH
2nd Thursday, 7:30 p.m.
First Christian Church,
1130 E. Walnut Street, Orange, California
Mrs. Norma Taylor, Sec
2414 N. Bristol, Santa Ana Ca. 92667

PORTLAND BRANCH
Mrs. James Heffner
3239 S.E. 131st Ave., Portland, OR 97236

REDONDO AREA BRANCH
4th Friday, 7:30 p.m.
R. H. Dana School Cafetorium
135th St. and Aviation Blvd., Hawthorne, Calif.
Mrs. Susian Shaner, Secy.
5026 W. 122nd Street, Hawthorne, Calif. 90250

RHODE ISLAND BRANCH
1st Saturday, Homes of Members
Mrs. Arline G. Peck, Secy.
Eagle Peak Road, Pascoag, RI 02859

ROBINSON, ALFRED D. BRANCH
2nd Tuesday, 10:30 A.M. Homes of Members
Juana Curtis, Secy.
4107 Taos Dr., San Diego, Ca. 92117

RUBIDOUX BRANCH
4th Thursday, 7:30 p.m., West Riverside Memorial Hall
4393 Riverside Drive, Rubxdoux Ca.
Mrs. Cindy Gray, Sec
22601 Whittier Street Colton, CA 92324

SACRAMENTO BRANCH
3rd Tuesday, 8:00 p.m., Garden Center
3300 McKinley Blvd., Sacramento Calif.
Mrs. Beverly Bartlett Secy.
725 36th Street, Sacramento Ca. 95816

SALINE COUNTY BRANCH OF KANSAS
4th Monday, 1:30 p.m., Homes of Members
Mrs. Jesse B. Harper, Secy.

Route 3, Salina, Kansas 67401
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SAN FRANCISCO BRANCH
1st Wednesday, 8:00 p.m., Garden Center
Golden Gate Park, 9th Avenue and Lincoln Way
Mrs. H. C. Banks, Secy.
1279 35th Ave., San Francisco, Ca. 94122

SAN GABRIEL VALLEY BRANCH
2nd Friday, 8:00 p.m.
Los Angeles State and County Arboretum
501 N. Baldwin Ave., Arcadia, Calif.
Mrs. Elizabeth Stuart, Secy.
169 Mauna Loa Dr., Monrovia, Ca. 91016

SAN MIGUEL BRANCH

1st Wednesday, 7:30 P.M.

Casa del Prado (Rm. 104)

Balboa Park, San Diego

Mrs. Nova Gillis, Secy.

11885 Walnut Rd., Lakeside, Ca. 92040
SANTA BARBARA BRANCH

2nd Thursday, 7:30 p.m.

Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History

2559 Puesta Del Sol

Mrs. Patricia Hill, Secy.

1339 Mission Ridge Road, Santa Barbara, Ca. 93103

SANTA CLARA VALLEY BRANCH
4th Thursday, 8:00 p.m.
Covington School
Covington Rd. near Foothill Expressway and
El Monte Road in Los Altos
Mrs. Elizabeth K. Sayers, Secy.
369 Ridge Vista Ave., San Jose, Ca. 95127

SEATTLE BRANCH
3rd Tuesday, 7:00 P.M.
Bethany Lutheran Church 7400 Woodlawn Ave. N.E.
Mary Dunnell, Sec
2208 N.E. 177th St Seattle, Wa. 98155

SHEPHERD, THEODOSIA BURR BRANCH
1st Tuesday, 7:30 p
Senior Citizens Bldg 420 Santa Clara St.,
Ventura, Ca.
Mrs. Bernlce Barker, Sec'y
3316 Porter Lane, Ventura, CA. 93003

SOUTH SEATTLE BRANCH
4th Tuesday, 7:30 p.m., Wm. Moshier Field House
430 South 156th Burien
Mrs. Viva Musgrave, Secy.
11447 12th Ave., Seattle Wash. 98146

TAMPA BAY AREA BRANCH
Mrs. Grace McDougall, Secy.
Plum St., Inverness nghlands
Inverness, Florida 32650

TARRANT COUNTY BRANCH
2nd Monday, 10:00 a.m., Meinbers’ Homes
Mrs. R. M. Bennison, Secy.
Rt. 2, Box 155 Dickinson Texas 77539

TEXASTAR BRANCH
3rd Thursday, 10 a.m., Garden Center
1500 Herman Dr., Houston Texas
Mrs. V. O. Harman Secy.
306 Cody, Houston, Texas 77009

WESTCHESTER BRANCH
1st Thursday, 7:30 p.m., Westchester Women’s Club
8020 Alverstone Ave., Los Angeles, Calif.
Barbara Mack, Secy.
424 Oregon St., EI Segundo, Ca. 90245

WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA BRANCH
2nd Wednesday 11:00 a.m. every month
Pittsburgh Garden Center, 1059 Shady Ave.,
Fittsburgh, Pa.

Mrs. Alfred Slee, Secy.
211 Arlington Ave., Butler, Pa. 16001

WHITTIER BRANCH
1st Thursday, 7:30 p.m.
Palm Park Community Center
5703 South Palm Avenue, Whittier
Miss Anne Rose, Secy.
14036 Ramona Dnve, Whittier, Calif. 90605

WILLIAM PENN BRANCH
4th Tuesday, Noon Homes of Members
Mrs. John W. Watson, Secy.
209 Pembroke Ave.
Wayne, Pa. 19087
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is taking her full attention. Margaret
Lee has assumed the duties and the
many members who are working on
the judging course should get their
lessons in so they may swell the
ranks of accredited judges for our
and other shows. We regret Gene
Daniels, who worked so hard on the
1974 convention show, has had to
give up his post; he has come up with
good suggestions for future shows.

Until we are sure where the 1975
convention will be held, we will not
fill the Show Chairman job as it is
essential that he be convenient to
the place of the show. We Santa
Barbarans hope that it will be de-
cided soon where we will meet; a
tentative reservation for Francisco
Torres, Goleta, has again been made
for the weekend of September 4
through 7. We have had some very
enthusiastic letters from many who
enjoyed the 1974 convention, but we
wish the branches to know that if
Santa Barbara must host the conven-
tion again, each branch will be as-
signed a definite activity so all
branches will be involved in putting
on the convention and show.

Our seed chairman is urgently in
need of seed of the different Begonia
species. Keep your donations com-
ing to her so that we may all share in
the joy of growing begonias.

ANTONELLI BROTHERS

2545 Capitola Road
SANTA CRUZ, CALIFORNIA 95060
36-page color catalog 25 cents
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SECOND CLASS MAIL
American Begonia Society
11506 McDonald

Culver City, California 92030

Return Postage Guaranteed

The Indoor Light Gardening Society
of America, Inc., Dept. B, 128 West
58th St., New York, New York 10019.
Dues $5.00. Bi-monthly magazine;
light garden; up-to-date, informative;
seed fund; round robins; chapters.

LEARN ABOUT FERNS
Join the
LOS ANGELES INT'L FERN SOCIETY

Membership only $4.50 per year
12-page Bulletin and 2-page lesson monthly
100-page Fern Annual Magazine

2423C Burritt Ave., Redondo Beach, CA 90278

BEGONIAS & PLATYCERIUMS
REX BEGONIA SEED — $1.00 per pkt.

RUDOLF ZIESENHENNE

1130 North Milpas Street
SANTA BARBARA, CALIFORNIA 93103

AMERICAN BEGONIA
SOCIETY BOOKLETS

Point Scoring System for Judging

Begonias $1.25
A Suggested Guide to Classification
of Begonias for Show Purposes ........... $1.50

ORDER FROM: Ruth Pease
8101 Vicksburg Ave.
Los Angeles, Calif. 90045

A.B.S.
LIBRARY
BOOKSTORE

The following selection of books are
FOR SALE

Back issues of the Begonian

Tuberous Begonias
by Brian Langdon ............ essensasssagad $10.80

Culture Bulletin ;
(begonias in genefal) .....cccccceeuu .50

Flora Ilustrada Catarinense—Begoniaceas
(printed in Portuguese.)
Dr. Lyman B. Smith ......ccccconeueueeee 2.50

Species of the Begoniaceae
by Dr. Fred Barkley and
Jack Golding -cecoccecececsincrsenncannees 5.00

Growing from seed .......cccoeeeerecinecene .25

Propagation—Leaf cuttings and
Stem cuttings
by Ed. and Millie Thompson ........ .50

*Calif. residents, add 6% tax on these items.

Send your orders to:
MRS. LYDIA AUSTIN
15329 East Wood Avenue
Lawndale, California 90260




