T RERINA

SEPTEMBER, 1974 Devoted to the Sheltered Garden VOL. 41, NO. 9




Monthly Publication
of the American
Begonia Society, Inc.

TR

Founded by
Herbert P. Dyckman
January, 1932

Copyright 1974 by the American Begonia Society, Inc.

GENERAL OFFICES:
Dues, address changes, or magazines:

6333 W. 84th Place, Los Angeles, Ca. 90045
Subscription: $4.00 per year. Foreign (Mexico and Canada) $4.50. U.S. (Mexico and
Canada) 1st Class $6.00. Foreign 1st Class $8.00. U.S. Air Mail $7.00. Pay in U.S.

currency only.

Second Class Postage Paid at Culver City, California

ELECTED OFFICERS

President ... ... Margaret Ziesenhenne
1130 N. Milpas St., Santa Barbara, Ca. 93103
Past President ... ... John W. Provine

2317 S. Third Ave., Arcadia, Ca. 91006

Secretary .., Margaret lreton
1702 Camino Primavera, Bakersfield, Ca. 93306

Treasurer ... Walter J. Barnett
1213 S. Mullender Ave., West Covina, Ca. 91790

Vice President 1 year ........................... Jack Golding
47 Clinton Ave., Kearny, N.J. 07032

Vice President 2 years ........ Charles A. Richardson
5444 Hartwick St., L.A., Ca. 90041

Vice President 3 years ..................... Walter Hansen

344 Plumas Ave., Ventura, Ca. 93003

BEGONIA STAFF

Editor .. Marge Kirchoff
1158 Kwis, Hacienda Heights, Ca. 91745

Co-Editor Edgar A. Bates
2007 Teodoro St., Placentia, Ca. 92670

Advertising Manager ... Jerry Rike
139 N. LeDoux Rd., Beverly Hills, Ca. 90211

Circulation Managers ....._.. Arnie and Edie Krupnick
11506 McDonald, Culver City, Ca. 90230

Contributing Editors .
Elda Haring...__.._. Box 236 Ravenswood Loop Rd.
. Flat Rock, N.C. 28731
Phyllis Wright...................536 N.E 98th St
" Seattle, Wash. 98115

APPOINTED OFFICERS

Awards Chairman ... ... .. Walter Pease
8101 Vicksburg Ave., L.A., Ca. 90045

Business Manager Jerry Rike
=139 N. LeDoux Rd., Beverly Hills, Ca. 90211

Historian Alice Broadhag
9619 Broadway, Temple City, Ca. 91780

Judging Course Director _.............. Ruth Pease
8101 Vicksburg Ave., LA, Ca. 90045

222

Librarian ..o Lydia Austin
15329 Eastwood Ave., Lawndale, Ca. 90260

Membership Secretary ...........coooeeu. Norma Rike
139 N. LeDoux Rd., Beverly Hills, Ca. 90211

Nomenclature Director ............. Rudolf Zlesenhenne
1130 N. Milpas, Santa Barbara, Ca. 93103

Parliamentarian ... Rigmor Clarke
460 Mountain, Santa Barbara 93103

Past Presidents Committee, Mrs. Margaret B. Taylor
111 Evelyn Drive, Anaheim, Ca. 92805

Research Director ... M. Carleton L'Hommedieu
370 Locust Ave., Oakdale, L.l., N.Y. 11769

Round Robin Director ... Mae Blanton
118 Wildoak Drive, Lake Dallas, Texas 75065

Seed Fund Pearl Benell
10331 S. Colima Road, Whittier, Ca. 90604

Slide Librarian ... Katharine Alberti
3322 Troy Dr., Hollywood, Ca. 90068

Show Chairman ... Gene Daniels
P. 0. Box 83, Camarillo, Ca. 93010

Public Relations Director ... Peggy McGrath

1724 Solejar Dr., Whittier, Ca. 90603

Northeastern P.R. Chairman ... Mrs. Evelyn Cronin
88 Ledgeways, Wellesly, Mass. 02181.

Northwestern P.R. Chairman ...Herbert H. Warrick
6543 26th Ave., N.E., Seattle, Wash. 98115

Northern Calif. P. R. Chairman.._.Mrs. John H. Smith
2479 29th Avenue, San Francisco, Calif. 94116

North Central P.R. Chairman __._.... Philip G. Seitner
736 W. Waveland Ave., Chicago, lll. 60613

Public Relations Chairman for
Australia, New Zealand, and
New Guinea .................... Mrs. Phyl J. Setford
P. 0. Box 417, Mildura, Victoria, Australia

Views expressed in this magazine are not neces-
sarily those of the Editors, the Sociéty or its officers.

The Begonian



LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

It was with a great deal of em-
barrassment that I discovered too late
that the cover picture of the August
issue was not the semperflorens B.
“Tence’, but the rex B. ‘Helen Lewis’
grown by Mabel Corwin.

The cover picture on this issue was
taken by Gordon Lepisto of St. Paul,
Minnesota. He is growing this be-
gonia indoors under humid condi-
tions. Gordon’s article describing his
successful growing of B. ‘Tence’ ap-
peared in the August issue.

This month’s magazine is devoted
to the subject of rex begonias. A
description of B. ‘Helen Lewis’ by
Mabel Corwin is printed on the next
page. The picture was taken by me
at Mabel’s home in Vista, California.

I extend my apologies for the
mix up, especially to Mabel and
Gordon.

The ABS year is ending and this is
the last issue of which I will be
editor. Beginning with the October
issue, Ed Bates will be editor and his
wife, Phyllis, will be co-editor.

They are greatly interested in pub-
lishing a quality journal and with
your contributions you can expect to
see really fine issues throughout the
next year.

It is with many regrets that I must
give up the editorship of The Be-
gonian, but 1 have become too

pressed for time to continue. It has
been a very rewarding experience,
and I particularly enjoy the friend-
ships that have developed with ABS
members around the world.
I hope to see many of you at the
ABS convention in Goleta.
Thank you all for your support.
Marjorie Kirchoff, Editor

IN MEMORIAM

Mr. Bert Routh of Louisburg, Mis-
souri, passed away July 14, 1974, at
the age of 85.

Mrs. Routh has been an advertiser
in The Begonian for many years. The
February issue contained an atticle
about Mr. and Mrs. Routh and the
full and interesting life they made
for themselves after they retired
from farming.

Their many ABS friends extend
their sympathy and best wishes to
Mrs. Routh.

BEGONIAS
HOUSE and GARDEN PLANTS

Send for List—10c

MRS. BERT ROUTH
Louisburg, Missouri 65685

AIMS AND PURPOSES OF THE AMERICAN BEGONIA SOCIETY, INC.

The purpose of this Society shall be:

TO stimulate and promote interest in Begonias

and other shade-loving plants;

TO encourage the introduction and development

of new types of these plants;
TO standardize the nomenclature of Begonias;
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TO gather and publish information in regard to
kinds, propagation and culture of Begonias and
companion plants;

TO issue a bulletin which will be mailed to all
members of the Society; and

TO bring into friendly contact all who love and
grow Begonias.
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

The Purposes of the American Be-
gonia Society, Inc., are enumerated
in each issue of The Begonian. 1
shall outline my views of these pur-
poses as we attempt to bring them
into being:

1. Our membership is the greatest
promoter of interest in begonias and
other shade plants. We may lose our
perspective and think of the mem-
bership as the subscription list of T'he
Begonian, but the “bulletin” is #5
in the list of purposes; the bulletin
serves the membership, whose first
purpose is to promote interest in
begonias, etc. The membership is not
to serve any particular branch; each
member’s aim is to instill a universal
interest in begonias, etc.

The National Board is responsible
for public relations and has repre-
sentatives who promote publicity in
newspapers, magazines, radio, tele-
vision, etc; give speeches outside
mere branch gatherings to instill in-
terest in begonias, etc. and in the
ABS; promotes begonia shows; en-
courages the use of ABS accredited
judges at general shows where be-
gonias are exhibited; publicizes our
annual conventionand special awards.

2. Encouraging introduction and
develoment of new types of these
plants is not left to chance. What
an opportunity there is for amateur
and profesional hybridists when a
new Begonia species is described and
introduced. The ABS has encouraged
this by publishing botanical descrip-
tions and making available to grow-
ers the advertising columns of The
Begonian: the ABS Nomenclature
Director has published names and
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descriptions of new cultivars for ABS
members’ information and as the In-
ternational Registration Authority of
Begonia cultivars. It is a lovely com-
bination of taxonomy, hybridization,
growing, and distribution which has
made the ABS so interesting to
members.

3. Each member has the responsi-
bility to help standardize the nomen-
clature of Begonia. It starts at home
or in the nursery, but is most import-
ant in shows where corrections
should be made with humility and
kindness on the part of the corrector,
and accepted with grace by the ex-
hibitor. It's the joy of growing and
exhibiting the plant that is important,
and the friendly enjoyment of the
plant.

4. The volunteer The Begonian
staff has the largest responsibility for
gathering and publishing informa-
tion regarding kinds, propagation,
and culture of begonias, etc. The
eagerness with which the magazine
is received indicates the editors are
doing their part. Submitted without
compensation, the articles on propa-
gation, culture, nomenclature, re-
search, judging, Round Robin, Seed
Fund, etc., are most valuable and
represent selfless labor and generous
interest in helping others. The cul-
tural bulletins, the Point Scoring and

(Continued on Next Page)

ARALIAS — BROMELIADS — FERNS
PALMS, ORCHIDS, UNUSUAL PLANTS

Free List
TRADER HORN

P. O. Box 167538
Miami, Florida 33138
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REX CULTIVAR 'HELEN LEWIS'
by Mabel Corwin

Note: This lovely plant appeared
on the cover of last month’s issue
due to an unfortunate mix-up.  Ed.

‘Helen Lewis’ is my favorite rex
begonia. It is very distinctive, one
you can always recognize. The leaf
is tender and silky. The color is royal
purple with a silver band. The plant
on the cover of the August The Be-
gonian was grown in the greenhouse,
but I also grow it successfully in the
lathhouse. If it is watered and ferti-
lized regularly it makes a handsome
plant.

This plant was in the National
Show last year. The judges only gave
it a red ribbon, but the public really
enjoyed it. There was always a group
of people admiring this plant and

asking questions, such as “how did
you grow it” and “where did you
get it”? I have had B. rex ‘Helen
Lewis’ for so many years, that I can’t
remember where I got it.

Last year after the show Helen
Lewis (the hybridizer) came to see
me. She saw the plant at the show,
and wanted to meet the lady who
grew it. She is a delightful person.
Naturally, she went home with a
small plant and some leaves. So now
that I have met the hybridizer I enjoy
the plant even more.

In 1957 ‘Helen Lewis’ won the
award for Best-in-Show at the River-
side Begonia Show. There is a pic-
ture on the cover of the June, 1957,
issue of The Begonian.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
(Continued from Page 224)

Classification booklets are the result
of the combined thinking of active
growers and students of Begonia.
But we must not forget our adver-
tisements in other magazines, the in-
dividual articles submitted by mem-
bers to other publications to publicize
the Begonia and ABS events; the
Historian needs reports of these.

5. The Begonian is our bulletin
which is mailed to each member and

to many institutions which use them

extensively for reference and study.
The Begonian staff, editor, co-editor,
advertising  manager, circulation
manager, and contributing editors,
all have worked to issue a timely,
interesting, instructive magazine; or-
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ganizational  anouncements have
been included and paid advertising
has helped to meet the costs. Support
the advertisers and participate in the
support of publication by obtaining
advertisers in your communities —
our circulation is countrywide.

6. Lastly, the bringing into
friendly contact all who love and
grow begonias is a bringing together
through branches, the Round Robins,
the Seed Fund, committee work,
in friendly, joyful, appreciative,
thoughtful contact, allowing each to
develop in his own way, careful not
to overburden already overburdened
officers with requests outside that
person’s official assignment, slow to
criticize, careful to praise, generous
in offers to help —so all may have
time to enjoy his own begonias.
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NEW EDITORS TO TAKE OVER

Edgar and Phyllis Bates were
named editor and co-editor of The
Begonian beginning with the Octo-
ber issue by the American Begonia
Society Board of Directors, upon
the recommendation of the Editorial
Board.

Ed brings a year’s experience as
co-editor to the job, and Phyllis, a
graduate in chemistry from the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh, has had news-
paper experience with the Santa Ana
Register and is now employed as
advertising specialist by J. C. Penney
Company.

Ed is presently employed in San
Diego and the family will move
there in the near future. In the
meantime, keep your articles and
calendar notices coming to Ed at
2007 Teodoro St., Placentia, Ca.
92670.

We are sorry to lose Marjorie
Kirchoff from the staff but her own
professional commitments and per-
sonal responsibilities preclude her
continuing. She will help when
needed, she says, and we will cer-
tainly see her around “begoniaing”!
Thank you, Marge. You brought a

W Begonia
4111 - 242nd St., Walteria, Ca. 90505
TUBEROUS BEGONIAS

COMPLETE SELECTION OF BEGONIAS
AND SHADE PLANTS
FUCHSIAS—CAMELLIAS—FERNS

OPEN DAILY
Complete Nursery & Garden Supply Sho,
11 Miles E. of Redondo lfeparb ¥
Hi-Way 101

Farm
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great deal to the enjoyment of our
bulletin.

We need reporters for special
events which Ed and Phyllis will not
be able to attend because of their
non-residency. Each president or
chairman should appoint a member
to submit advance notices of events
at least a month and a half before
the month of issue; i.e. if you want
something in the November The Be-
gonian, it should be in the Editor’s
hands by September 15. Changes of
address for the branch notices should
likewise be in by the 15th of the
second month prior to issuance. In
cases of emergency send the notices
along anytime, but we must give the
whole staff time to make up a proper
magazine. Your copy goes through
many hands before The Begonian is
finally printed.

Dues and changes of mailing ad-
dress should now be mailed to the
American Begonia Society, 6333 W.
84th Pl., Los Angeles, CA 90045,
where Mrs. Jacqueline Garinger will
process both promptly. We are
happy to have her on our staff.

Margaret Ziesenhenne, President

GRO-CART

a scientifically equipped
. indoor plant stand, de-
signed with special fluo-
rescent lights to grow your
own organic foods and
herbs, or beautify your
home with spring flowers
the year 'round. The soft
gold finish and graceful
lines add elegance to the
decor of any home.

Model Shown $163 Complete c\
wocwn:_ THE GREEN HOUSE
BROCHURE
9515 Flower Street o Bellflower, California 90706
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BE SURE TO COME AND ENJOY THE

“BEGONIA WORLD 1974
ABS CONVENTION & BEGONIA SHOW

at

Francisco Torres Conference Center
6850 El Colegio Rd., Goleta, Calif.

September 6-8, 1974

SHOW OPEN TO THE PUBLIC FREE
9 am.-5 p.m. Saturday & Sunday

PLANT TABLES

FRIDAY

10:00 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Seminars

7:00 p.m. Board of Directors’ Meeting

8:00 p.m. Show Preview & Plant Bargains
SATURDAY

8:30 a.m. Scenic Tour

8:30-11:30 a.m. Seminars

Noon-3 p.m. ABS Annual Meeting & Luncheon

7:00 p.m. ABS Annual Banquet; Installation
SUNDAY

8:30 a.m. Garden Tour

2:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m. Seminars

5:00 p.m. Show & Convention Closes
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GROWING REXES IN AN

UNCONTROLLED ENVIRONMENT
By Lois Covey

The most beautiful of all begonias,
the rexes, have acquired the reputa-
tion of being difficult to grow. This
is unfortunate as it prevents many
people from experimenting with
growing the rex cultivars, thus miss-
ing the great enjoyment they might
bring. Very little helpful cultural in-
formation is available to the novice.

There are, among the membership
of the ABS, a certain number of ex-
pert, dedicated growers who are
growing rexes in a green house or
special plant room in an artificially
man made controlled environment.
Using mechanical devices such as
heaters, coolers, artificial lighting
humidifiers, ventilators, turbulators,
thermostats, timers, etc., etc. B
means of these devices they are able
to provide the ideal climate in which
the rexes grow and flourish. These
growers have learned the extremes of
temperature, the proper light inten-
sity, the right percentage of humidity,
as well as which media are best for
providing proper drainage and root
aeration. Their plant rooms are
buzzing with activity, with roars and
bangs and hums and rattles and
clangings.

But how about the rest of us?
How about the silent majority of us
who have to grow our rexes in an
uncontrolled environment or one
controlled largely by the whims and
caprices of Old Mother Nature?
What about the windowsill growers,
the housewife with a flourescent
light cart in the living room or only
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a back porch or a tree to protect her
rexes? How about those of us who
live in a year around mild climate
in practically the great outdoors with
maybe only a roof for shelter? How
can we learn to grow rexes and grow
them well? We are beset with many
problems from the start.

We cannot provide the many me-
chanical devices nor are we sute we
want them. We remind ourselves of
that day long ago when the first B.
rex was discovered growing in moss
on a limestone cliff in faraway As-
sam, India. We know it grew there
in peace and silence, without the hum
and roar and clang and bang of man-
made machinery. The only sounds
there in that rocky cliff were the
sweet lilting songs of birds, the
steady drip, drip, drip of moisture
falling from the leaves of the forest
and perhaps the soft hum and buzz
of insects.

Assam, India, is in the same lati-
tude as Tarpon Springs, Florida, so
it should be possible to grow rexes
here under similar conditions. But
there are no limestone cliffs in Flor-
ida. Mother Nature, who is said to
create a universal balance of plant
and animal life, often uses strange
and unpredictable measures, such as
freezes, floods, intolerable heat, hur-
ricanes and meteorological disasters
to accomplish her worthy ends. In-
stead of being pampered in a perfect
temperature of 65° to 75° my rexes
are often faced with a drop from 80°
to 40° in a few hours, and many
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times subjected to a gale wind of 70
mph. Do they perish? No!! In fact
I think they like the cold; they color
up beautifully, and show no ill effects
from winds. Perhaps they are not as
tender as the greenhouse experts lead
us to believe or perhaps more readily
adjustable to differing conditions
than we think.

So we must put up with Mother
Nature’s vagaries and do the best we
can. Many methods of propagation,
from the old tried and true one of
slitting the veins of a rex cultivar leaf
and laying it on a damp medium to
root, or rooting a tip cutting or
petiole in water in a glass, or in holes
in a block of styrofoam floating on
a tray of water, or the tying wedge
method. Some of these methods work
and some do not, depending on fate,
upon Mother Nature, and a thousand
unpredictables.

As for mature rex plants, here
again we try to imitate the expert,
controlled grower. But how does
one keep a fixed temperature of 60°
to 75° when Mother Nature heats
the mercury up to 95°? Is a fan the
answer? How can we provide the
proper humidity of 85% when Mo-
ther Nature, on a cool day in the dry
season, drops down to 20% to 30%.
One suggestion might be to use me-
tal trays filled with river gravel cov-
ered with water and set plants on
this with a humidifier nearby. Now
the hardest question of all, how to
prevent your rexes from dropping
their leaves?

In Florida, rexes have a horrid
habit of dropping their leaves dur-
ing summer rainy season, and noth-
ing can discourage an enthusiastic
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grower more. Everyone says “dor-
mancy.” I've heard many varying
opinions on dormancy. "I thought
everyone knew that rexes go dormant
in the north in winter and in Florida
in the summer.” Why? This does not
make sense to me. “If you let them
bloom they ate sure to go dormant.”
“If you let them get too hot, or too
cold, or too wet, or too dry, they will
go dormant.” “If you give them too
much neglect, too much TLC, they

(Continued on Page 243)

Wake

ont

Ploils

Smide
uUSe

QV%? »:
SRR
flower food

The highly concentrated,
soluble, all-purpose fertilizer.

instantly

Write for FREE sample and brochure
showing price list.

Sold in the finest nurseries and garden
shops in California—look for it!

Recommended by experts and used by
the best gardeners for over 33 years.

/)lanamd/tm

A Product of PLANTSMITH

P.0. Box 2224-T
Menlo Park, California 94025
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GROWING REXES IN A CONTROLLED ENVIRONMENT
By Gordon Lepisto, 1775 Field Ave., St. Paul, Minn. 55116

The rex cultivars I feel are truly
the great beauties of the begonia
world. Their multicolored, majestic

foliage is rarely surpassed by any:

other plant. To grow them properly
can be challenging, sometimes frus-
trating, but tremendously rewarding.

Since I live in a climate hostile to
rex culture and do not have a green-
house, I grow my begonias indoors
under flourzscent lights.

About a year and a half ago I de-
cided to re-design and build a fluor-
escent-light plant room in our base-
ment specifically for the culture of
rex begonias and plants of similar
demands. I previously grew my vari-

DhAatan her MaAacdan Tacioaa
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ous begonias in the uncontrolled at-
mosphere of an unused bedroom.
The new room would be much the
same as a tropical greenhouse except
for more control and more humidity
but without natural light.

The idea wasn’t unique, but for
me the anticipation of finally having
a place to grow these gems, giving
them the climate they so desire, was
thrilling. And incidentally, 1 have
since found I can grow such species
as B. ficicola and B. versicolor out-
side of glass bowls on the open bench.

The design of the room is basically
simple. I enclosed an area 15" x 8’
x 7' high entirely with corrugated
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fiberglass (ceiling included). The
benches are also made of corrugated
fiberglass, double decked, 13’ long
each. They are supported by red
cedar posts. Thin strips of redwood
are spaced over the fiberglass
benches on which the plants rest.
The corrugation allows the water to
drain away at the end of each bench.
(See photo)

As to ventilation, I have provided
a forced-fresh-air vent direct from
the outside of the room, which is
turned on daily for short periods
both winter and summer. An exhaust
vent is provided to take off excess
heat and stale humid air. The air is
rapidly moved around the room by
a 14" turbulator and occasional use
of a small fan. The humidity is pro-
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vided by a simple attachment to our
water system which creates a dense
vapor. It’s controlled by a humidistat
set at 80% relative humidity year
around.

The temperature during lights out
is 60-65 degrees and it is 70-75 de-
grees during light hours (13 hours
by timer). Even during the heat of
summer the temperature seldom rises
above 75 degrees because of the cool-
ness of the basement. The basement
is heated during the winter just
enough to keep the temperature
slightly above 60 degrees.

The 48 inch light fixtures are ad-
justable above the benches and only
cool white tubes are used because not
only are they easily obtainable locally
but I have found that rexes and other
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rhizomatous begonias grow well un-
der them. Gro-lux and similar growth
tubes have bleached my rexes.

The climate in my room requires
the use of long fibered sphagnum
moss as a growing medium for all
begonias, even as a propagating me-
dium for cuttings set in uncovered
individual pots. All plants are potted
in styrofoam containers, slotted up
the sides to allow more air to the
roots. Fertilization is done at every
watering at the rate of 1/20th the
recommended amount.

All my plants, even the more tem-
peramental demanding begonias are

left uncovered on the open bench
with the exception of sterile seed
flats. They are enclosed in zip-loc
bags until well after germination to
prevent formation of algae.

I have a constant rex cultivar hy-
bridization program going which in-
volves careful research and zime. It’s
a satisfying creative experience that
will never end.

Nothing, and I mean nothing,
is more exhilarating than coming out
of a winter snow storm at 15° below
zero into a warm and humid plant
room where I can rub elbows with
the magnificent Begonia Rex cultivar.
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AMERICAN BEGONIA SOCIETY CULTURAL BULLETIN

Accepted as a valuable course of information on all types of begonias,

a 12 page pamphlet on the care and culture of begonias is being distributed
through the ABS librarian.

Compiled and edited by experienced, accredited ABS judges and

growers, it gives valuable information with special emphasis on helping
new growers.

Individual copies are 50 cents. Branches may augment their treasuries
by ordering in lots of 50 copies or more at a greatly reduced cost.

Send for information and orders to the American Begonia Society
librarian:

Mrss. Lydia Austin
15329 Eastwood Ave.
Lawndale, Ca. 90260
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ONE OF THE WEST'S LARGEST ASSORTMENTS OF
REX AND RHIZOMATOUS BEGONIAS

Featuring the entire specially selected Sylvia Leatherman
award winning fern and begonia collections—EXxtensive variety
of orchids, bromeliads, gesneriads, cacti, succulents and other
plant groups.

THE PLANT SHOP

11366 Ventura Blvd., N. Hollywood, Ca. 91604
Phone: (213) 980-0577 — 10 to 6 p.m. seven days

Retail .Only — No Mail Order

and

THE PLANT SHOP'S BOTANICAL GARDENS

18007 Topham St., Reseda, Ca. 91335
Phone: (213) 881-4831

Sat. & Sun. only 10 to 6 p.m.
Retail Only — No Mail Order

CALENDAR

Sept. 27 — Redondo Area Branch
— 6:30 p.m. at Dana School, 135th
Street and Aviation Blvd. Jitney
Dinner (bring your own table serv-
ice). Donation Plant Table and
Round Table Discussion — panel
speakers are members:

Margaret Buell — Begonias

Henry Meyers — Ferns

Alice Martin — Fuchsias and

African Violets
Everyone welcome.

Sept. 14-15 — Santa Clara Valley
Branch — Third Annual Show —
Saturday and Sunday at Mayfield

Please contribute slides of Be-
gonias to the A.B.S. Slide Library.

Mall Shopping Center, San Antonio
Road and Central Expressway in
Mountain View. There will be no
admission charge and the show will
be open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sat-
urday and from noon to 5 p.m.
Sunday.

Sept. 20, 21 — show by the Con-
necticut Chapter of the American
Gloxinia and Gesneriad Society. La-
fayette Plaza, 333 State Street,
Bridgeport, Conn. Exit 27, Conn.
thruway (I1-95). Fri. 12-9:30 p.m.,
Sat. 10 2.m.-9:30 p.m.

The Woodriff's
FAIRYLAND BEGONIA GARDEN
1100 Griffith Road
McKinleyville, Calif. 95521

Send 10¢ for catalog
Wholesale and Retail
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REX "PIGGY BACK"
By Lois Lenski Covey

A unique rex begonia has been
grown in Florida for many years. No
one seems to know its real name or
has been able to identify it. Because
of its unusual habit of forming first
bulblets and then plantlets at the
sinus of a leaf, while that leaf is still
growing on the mother plant, it is
commonly called “piggy-back.” This
is definitely NOT adventitious
growth.

The many-pointed leaf is silvery
green in color, with a darker green
edge, and a small dark green star in
the center. It is a rapid grower and
becomes a sturdy plant much stronger
than many rexes. The bulblets and
plantlets often start appearing on
the leaves when the petioles are only
three or four inches high. A large
cluster of plantlets on the leaf will
often cause the leaf to bend over
from their weight. A mature plant
with twenty leaves each supporting a
cluster of plantlets becomes a remark-
able specimen.

The plant was first mentioned in a
1950 The Begonian when it was ex-
hibited by the then thriving Orlando
Branch of the A.BS. Dora Lee
Dorsey, a long time grower of rexes
in Florida, says she has grown it for
many years but knows nothing of its
origin. Inquiry about it has brought
no information. I have learned of no
other rex that produces “‘piggy-
back” plantlets in a similar mannet.
No special culture is required, leaves
root easily and grow rapidly in a
common begonia mix. The plantlet
with the bulblet can be taken off and
rooted to make a new plant.

The plant will stand down to 40°
of cold, and seems to resent extreme
humidity in confinement. Under
average outdoor conditions it makes
plantlets freely.

Perhaps this brief description of
this unique rex will lead to its pro-
per identification and more know-
ledge of its ancestry.

Rex 'Piggy-back’ — Photo by Lois Covey
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CLAYTON M. KELLY SEED FUND

Pamphlets:
“Begonias From Seeds —
Sowing and Growing”
each $ .25
“Begonias in General —
Culture of Begonias”
each § .50

Sp 1—B. acida
Shrub-like, hairy leaved, compact
plant. Large seer-sucker, puckered
leaves of fresh apple-green. Flowers
in spring, dainty white on stems
standing well above foliage.
per pkt. $1.00

Sp 2—B. boliviensis

1857, South America; 2 to 3 ft.
high, branches well. Long pointed
leaves are sharply serrate, 3 to 5
inches long, flowers in drooping
panicles, are scarlet or orange-red.
This tuberous is widely used in hy-
bridizing, and is a parent of the first
hybrid tuberous. per pkt. $1.00

Sp 3—B. dipetala

1828. A handsome fibrous, grows
to 18”, with brown, half-heart
shaped leaves, spotted white. Likes
warmth and humidity.

per pkt. § .50

Sp 4—B. dregei

Semi-tuberous. A beautiful, dainty
plant, young leaves are spotted, but
as it grows older spots disappear.
Makes a nice basket, does not go
entirely dormant. White flowers.
Watch this for mildew, needs good
air circulation. per pkt. $ .50

Sp 5—B. ‘Fleecealba’

This hybrid does come true from
seed. It is an offspring of B. sunder-
bruchi and B. ‘Manda’s Wooly Bear’.
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Huge cluster bouquets of white flow-
ers, fleecy white leaves. Beautiful
plant. per pkt. $ .50

Sp 6—B. foliosa
1825, fibrous. Good basket plant,
graceful, lacy appearance. Foliage
small, almost fern-like. Tips should
be removed to make a nicer fuller
plant. Loveiest of the small leafed
group. Likes lots of moisture.
per pkt. $1.00

Sp 7—B. mollicaulis

Shrub-like cane. Wide hairy, ap-
ple-green leaves. Grows to 24 inches,
with pure white flowers.

per pkt. $ .50

Sp 8—B. ‘Odorata-alba’

A lovely fibrous hybrid, with de-
lightful fragrance. Glistening white
flowers in 6 inch clusters grace this
2 ft. plant all winter. Large, glossy
leaves. per pkt. $1.00

Sp 9—B. schmidtiana

1879, Brazil. Blooms white with
pink cast. Fibrous grows to 12
inches, bushy habit. Prolific bloomer
with handsome olive-green foliage.
Minimum care. per pkt. $ .50

Sp 10—Star rex
I have no more information on
these, but they promise to have many
interesting and beautiful plants.
per pkt. $1.00

(Continued on Next Page)

EXOTIC BEGONIAS, RHIZOMATOUS & REX
AFRICAN VIOLETS AND CALUMNEAS.
Price List 10¢

IRENE'S HOBBY FLORAL SHOP
Niangua, Mo. 65713
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IN QUEST OF THE BLUE BEGONIA

Reprinted from San Francisco Examiner, [uly 17, 1974

The splashy begonia comes in
every color but blue —a fact that
itks the numerous lovers of the
flower.

They have spent years of experi-
menting to try to change nature.

But- now Dr. Ernest Weitz, a
begonia-loving orthopedic surgeon
here, has hit upon the idea of expos-
ing the plant to radiation in hopes of
mutating the plant’s gentic makeup.

Plant cuttings supplied by mem-
bers of the San Francisco Begonia
Society have been placed in front of
an X-ray machine at Mount Zion
Hospital.

Now members are eagerly await-
ing results. Any radiation-induced
abnormalities will be reported. If the
horticultural breakthrough occurs . . .
to quote one member of the society:

“You'll hear me scream clear
across town. Then I'll pass out. And
if it happens to be one of my be-
gonias, I'll name it after myself. I'll
call it an Alice Bluegown Begonia.
Imagine, a species named after me!”

Among the members of the be-
gonia society are Isadore and Alice
Gold.

Gold, who works at Lachman

Sp 11—Pink Semperflorin

Something easy to grow, and will
produce an abundance of color in
pots, or a beautiful mass planting.
Can be used as a border plant.

per pkt. § .50

Make all checks payable to Ameri-
can Begonia Society, and mail to
Mirs. Pearl E. Benell, 10331 Colima
Rd., Whittier, Ca. 90604.
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Bros. furnishings, is president of the
San Francisco begonia group.

The Golds have spent years grow-
ing some of the best begonias in
town. To prove their success, they
have enough trophies to fill a
greenhouse.

Besides caring for begonias, Mrs.
Gold does volunteer work for the
Josephine Randall Museum for chil-
dren and transcribes braille.

In fact, it was a blind person
who started the Golds in growing
begonias.

“When Alice and I first went to a
begonia club meeting we were im-
pressed by this big, beautiful red
flower. Then we found out it was
grown by Bill Peck, the blind man
who sells sandwiches at City Hall.
I thought if he could grow some-
thing so beautiful without sight, then
there was hope for me,” Isadore said.

NEW BRANCH
IN PENNSYLVANIA

We welcome a new branch to
ABS, the Edna Stewart Pittsburgh
Branch, which was chartered in May,
1974. Frank A. Kerin is president,
and Beverly Coyle, 144 McCurdy
Drive, Pittsburgh, Pa. 15235, is cor-
responding secretary.

This fast growing group of hard
working plant enthusiasts have as
their objective to grow and promote
begonias.

Their meetings are held on the
third Wednesday of each month at
8 p.m., at the Phipps Conservatory
in Pittsburgh.
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ROUND ROBIN NOTES

Thanks to help from the robins
and The Begonian, Linda Record of
Maryland was encouraged to set up
an educational display at her local
spring flower show, using the show
schedule in The Begonian. Many
people were very interested since
most of them knew only about wax
and angelwing begonias.

Dora Lee Dorsey, Florida, likes
her cane begonias to get early
morning sun. She finds most be-
gonias will take more sun than is
usually given them, making them
more compact and sturdy. The pret-
tiest B. serratipetala she’'d ever seen
was out in a shrubbery border (in a
pot) where it received noonday sun
—in fact, several hours of sun. Its
sturdiness and color were fabulous.

Dora Lee said her B. versicolor
plants on the open bench in the
greenhouse were growing nicely in
soil mix. Some had 5-6” leaves, some
in bloom. One in a brandysnifter in
sphagnum was growing but looked
frail with 2’7 leaves, no bloom, little
of the silver color or red hairs so
prominent on those in the bench.

Dora Lee. feels that anyone who
can grow African Violets should be
able to grow rexes since they like
about the same care. She advised not
to overfeed as too much nitrogen for
leaf growth sometimes make them
more green or less colorful. She
finds they can go dormant anytime
when they are not in satisfactory en-
vironment. Sometimes it is good to
clean old soil off the roots and any
decayed rhizome parts, dust with
fungicide and start over in vermicu-
lite/perlite or sphagnum moss.
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Priscilla Beck, Connecticut, had
only one rex, B. ‘Dottie’, go dormant
due to the cooler temperatures last
winter. Since 90% of them are un-
der lights under the greenhouse
benches, she is beginning. to wonder
if, in their case, light and day length
aren’t more important than tempera-
ture. Her lights run 12 hours winter
and summer.

Mildred Rowland of Oregon uses
water in trays under some of her
plants under lights to increase hu-
midity. She even uses a broiler pan
from the oven, filling the lower pot-
tion with water, using upper portion
on which to set plants.

Rosetta White, Kansas, said since
she has been putting her cuttings in
long sphagnum moss that has been
ground up, she gets much sturdier
plants when they are left growing in
the moss. She always had healthy
plants in her potting mix but, since
giving the moss a trial, finds her
sturdiest plants grow in the moss.

Zelda Isaacs of New York, finds
that rooting in ‘kitty litter’ is faster by
two weeks than other materials she
has tried. B. versicolor was up in
exactly two months. She put wedges
down in soilless mix, in sphagnum
moss and in ‘kitty litter’. Every wedge
in the ‘kitty litter’ grew plants while
there were some failures using the
other two mediums.

Elda Haring, North Carolina, put
a leaf of B. gracilis in a little pot last
fall and set it in a sweater box. This
spring when the leaf started to rot
she dug it up and found a big mar-
ble-sized tuber, which she potted up.

Elda keeps all her seed pans in
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plastic bags until germination. At a
garden club meeting she shared seeds
with each member during a work-
shop, with all members planting
seeds in plastic cups placed in bags
which they took home. At the next
meeting all reported those placed in
windows germinated more quickly
than those placed under lights! Once
in Connecticut she sowed seeds of
B. masoniana leaving pan in green-
house with night temperature at 58°.
Having no germination, she placed
impatiens slips in pan. When tem-
peratures went to 80° at night, the
begonias came up all around the
impatiens!

Dotcas Resleff, Washington, finds
some seeds do better in one mix and
some do better in other mixes but
she feels atmosphere seems to make
a difference, too. For her, rex seed
seems to do best in Jiffy 7s crumbled.
Experiment with your own mixes of
perlite, vermiculite and sphagnum
moss to see for yourself which is best
for you, she advises.

Debi Millet, California, has many
seedlings under lights. After read-
ing in The Begonian that apparently
seedlings won’t develop past a cer-
tain point unless they have soil
around their stems, she found this
seemed to be the case with hers. Af-
ter about six weeks her seedlings hit
a standstill where they remained for
another six weeks. After transplant-
ing them, they doubled in size in a
week!!

Norman and Betty Tillotson of
California give their begonias a shot
of “Begonia Tonic” — epsom salts.
Using one tablespoon of epsom salts
to a gallon of water, they apply like
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fertilizer and it greens up the plants
fast. Use it only once a month, they
advise.

Barbara Neptune, California, says
her rex begonias go into a steamy
shower stall for two hours after
arrival in the mail. Crumpled leaves
can then be straightened without
damage. Then into a terrarium,
dimly lighted, for three days, in-
creasing closeness to window and
with vent opened each day. Then
onto her rex table, out of the ter-
rariums. If they can take plant room
conditions, that’s where they stay.
If not, they go back into a light ter-
rarium but she still tries to gradually
work them back onto the table by
leaving them out a few hours a day
until they can take it.

Write me soon to join in these
lively discussions in the robins.

Mrs. Mae Blanton
Round Robin Director
118 Wildoak Drive

Lake Dallas, Texas 75065

SAN MIGUEL
BRANCH HISTORY

In the January issue the organiza-
tion date of 1955 was published for
the San Miguel branch. Branch
National Representative Marge Lee
notes that the branch was first organ-
ized in 1945 as the La Mesa Branch.
In 1955 the branch changed its name
to San Miguel Branch.

HORTICULTURAL ART CREATIONS

Many one-of-a-kind items. Rare and Unusual.
We mail gift orders for the Holiday Season.
Ilustrated brochure — $1.00 (refundable)

WALTHER’S EXOTIC HOUSE PLANTS
Dept. B, R.D. #3, 9-W Highway
Catskill, New York 12414
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REGISTRATION OF BEGONIA CULTIVARS

Note: The American Begonia So-
ciety is the International Registration
Authority for cultivars of the genus
Begonia. Information regarding reg-
istration may be obtained from Ru-
dolf Ziesenhenne, 1130 N. Milpas
St., Santa Barbara, CA 93103.

No. 409 — Begonia (B. rex
cultorum unnamed varieties)
‘Sea Foam’

Dora Lee Dorsey, 8110 N. Edison
Ave., Tampa, Fla. 33604 originated
this large-leaved rex in 1969, it first
bloomed in 1971, and was first dis-
tributed in 1972 by the originator.
The leaves are double-spiraled heart-
shaped, 8 x 10”; margin dentate with
short red hairs, texture metallic lus-
tre, bubbled, pustulate; veins heavy,
distinct, silver top, red below; pe-
tioles red-hairy, heavy, 8-10”; stip-
ules red-hairy, 1”; color deep sea
green, silver pustules between veins
with short hairs, green with a netting
of red veins under. Flowers pink,
spring and fall on 5” stems. Regis-
tered January 31, 1974.

No. 410 — Begonia (B. rex
cultorum, unnamed varieties)
‘Margaret Aman’

Developed by Dora Lee Dorsey,
address above, the basal lobes of this
large-leaved rex are over-lapped but
not spiralled; leaves are unequal
heart-shaped to a long point, 11 x
7”; margin dentate; texture heavy,
crumpled between veins; veins
change color with zonmes; petioles
red-brown, light short hairs, slightly
concave on top, 6-8” long; stipules
red 1 x 14”; color dark bronze area
center follows veins, silver, bright
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green, narrow maroon-edged zones
in order named. Flowers pink, 2",
season of bloom various. Developed
1969, first bloomed 1970, first dis-
tributed 1972. Registered January
31, 1974.

No. 411 — Begonia (B. ‘Verde
Grande’ X unknown) ‘Green Giant’
This large star-leaf rhizomatous
begonia was originated by Paul P.
Lowe, 23045 S.W. 123 Rd., Goulds,
Fla. 33170 in 1972 and first bloomed
and was distributed to the trade in
1974. Leaf is 12 x 7”; margin eye-
lashed; texture soft, hairy; veins
light green; petioles green; and color
apple green. Flowers 15" petals,
white flushed pink; bunched at top
of tall 12-16” stem, in late winter.
Registered February 28, 1974.

No. 412 — Begonia (B. ‘Virbob’
X B. ‘Libby Lee’) ‘Little Joe’
Developed in 1972, first bloomed
and first distributed in 1974, this
modified-star-leaf begonia, has a leaf
shallowly cut, 2 x 214”; margin eye-
lashed; texture silky, petioles spotted
red; color light-green along veins,
matbled-brown between veins and
around edges. Flowers light pink,
14" petals, bunched at top of 4”
stem, in late winter. Available from
originator Paul P. Lowe, address
above. Registered February 28, 1974.

No. 413 — Begonia (B.
‘Chumash’ X B. ‘Verde Grande')
‘Ray Weakley’

Soft emerald-green with narrow
reddish-brown edges, the leaves of
this rhizomatous begonia are star-
shaped, 5 x 4”; margin plain; texture
soft satiny; veins and petioles green.
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Flowers are rosy pink, 1/4” petals,
bunched at top of 4” stem, in late
winter. Available from originator,
Paul P. Lowe, address above. Devel-
oped 1973, first bloomed and distrib-
uted 1974. Registered February 28,
1974.

No. 414 — Begonia (B. ‘Verde

Grande’ X B. ‘Chumash’)
‘Vermash’

This deeply-cut, star-leaved be-
gonia was developed by Paul P.
Lowe, address above, in 1973; first
bloomed and distributed in 1974.
Leaves are 5 x 3”; margin eyelashed;
texture soft, silky; veins greenish
bronze; petioles green, mottled red;
color purplish brown with slashes of
green. Flowers pink, 14" petals,
single on 8” branched stem, in late
winter. Registered February 28,
1974.

No. 415 — Begonia (B.

convolvulacea X B. ‘Orange
Rubra’) ‘Rubacon’

Undulated leaf margin, glossy
crinkled texture, and green sunken
veins characterize this cane-like
trailer whose 714" leaves, bright
green, are irregular. Originated by
Paul P. Lowe, address above, in 1972
it was first distributed and first
bloomed in eatly 1974 with creamy
white flowers, petals 14” in circular
bunches at top of 5” stem. Registered
March 4, 1974.

Rudolf Ziesenhenne
Nomenclature Director

LIQUID PLANT FOOD 10-156-1
DROPS to a quart of water
“starts and feeds”-all plants

Avaltadie ot

orsend $1.25 for 2 bottles, prepaid fo
SCHULTZ COMPANY N
11730 NORTHLINE, ST. LOUIS, MO. 63042
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September 12, 13, 14
9th EASTERN
BEGONIA CONVENTION
Holiday Inn
Hempstead,

New York

G20 wonarr

AN
BOOKSTORE

-
BS

The following selection of books are
FOR SALE

Back issues of the Begonian

Tuberous Begonias
by Brian Langdon .o $10.80

Culture Bulletin
(begonias in general)

Flora Ilustrada Catarinense—Begoniaceas
(printed in Portuguese.)

Dr. Lyman B. Smith ... . 2.50
Species of the Begoniaceae

by Dr. Fred Barkley and

Jack ‘Golding «oaminmsinmmmsens 5.00
Growing from seed ....ccocoooeeeemeeeeeeio. .25
Propagation—Leaf cuttings and

Stem cuttings

by Ed. and Millie Thompson ........ .50

*Calif. residents, add 69% tax on these items.

Send your orders to:
MRS. LYDIA AUSTIN
15329 East Wood Avenue
Lawndale, California 90260
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BRANCH DIRECTORY
VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME AT THESE MEETINGS

BUXTON BRANCH
3rd Saturday, Homes of Members
Mrs. Raymond C. Cronin, Secy
88 Ledgeways, Wellesley, Mass. 02181

CONNECTICUT BRANCH
4th Sunday of each month
Mrs. Priscella Beck, Secy.
R D No. 1, Box 121,
Mystic, Conn. 06355

EAST BAY BRANCH
2nd Thursday, 7:45 p.m., Willard School
Telegraph at Stuart, Berkeley, Calif.
Miss Carol E. Orpin, Secy.
428 Norvell Street
El Cerrito, Calif. 94530

EASTSIDE BRANCH
4th Wednesday, 7:30
590 116th Avenue N. E Bellevue Washington
Diane McElroy
9010 209th Ave., N.E., Redmond, Wash. 98052

EDNA STEWART PITTSBURGH BRANCH
3rd Wednesday, 8:00 p.m.
Phipps Conservatory
Beverly Coyle, Corr. Secretary
144 McCurdy Drive, Pittsburgh, Pa. 15235

EL MONTE COMMUNITY BRANCH
3rd Friday, Members' Homes
Mrs. Gladys Méttuket, Secy.
1801 Azalea Drive, Alhambra, Calif. 91801

FOOTHILL BRANCH
3rd Thursday, 8:00 p
First Methodist Church Marshall Hall
3205 D Street, La Verne, Calif.
Mrs. Marie Schmidt, Secy.
1296 Prospect
Pomona, Calif. 91766

FORT, ELSA BRANCH
1st Saturday, 1:00 p.m.
Miss Lola Price, Secy.
628 Beach Ave., Laurel Springs, N.J. 08044

GARDEN GROVE BRANCH
3rd Thursday, 7:30 p.m.
Sunnyside School

9972 Russell Ave. at Brookhurst, Garden Grove, Ca.

Mrs. Millie Hinds, Sec’y
8752 Dewey Dr., Garden Grove, Ca. 92641

GLENDALE BRANCH
2nd Tuesday, 8:00 p
Glendale Federal Snvlngs, 401 N. Brand
Mrs. Katharine Alberti, Secf.
3322 Troy Drive, Hollywood Calif. 90068

GREATER BATON ROUGE BRANCH
Mrs. John H. McKay, Secy.
5116 Baton Rouge Ave., Baton Rouge, La. 70805

HOUSTON TEXAS BRANCH
2nd Friday, 10:00 a.m
Garden Center, 1500 Hermun Drive
A. Russell,
5926 Jackwood l-louston Texas 77036

KNICKERBOCKER BRANCH
2nd Tuesday, 7:30 p.m.
Horticultura!l Society of N.Y.
128 West 58th St., New York
Miss Margaret Huger, Secy.
505 East 82nd St.

New York, N.Y. 10028

LONG BEACH PARENT CHAPTER
2nd Sunday, 1:30 p.m.
Glendale Savings & Loan Bldg.
5535 E. Stearnes Street
Los Altos Shopping Center, Long Beach, Calif.
Miss P. E. Powell, Secy.
3031 Shakespeare Dr., Los Alamitos, Ca. 90720
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LONG ISLAND BRANCH
2nd Wednesday, 8:00 p.m.
Planting Fields Arboretum
Oyster Bay, Long lsland N.Y.
Annette W. Boree, Sec!
8 Brown Road, Great Neck N.Y. 11024

MESQUITE BRANCH
1st Tuesday, 10:30 a.m., Members homes
Mrs. Mae Blanton, Secy.
118 Wildoak Drive, Lake Dallas, Texas 75065

MIAMI BRANCH
4th Tuesday, 8:00 p.m.
Simpson Memorial Garden Center
55 South West 17th Road, Miami, Florida
Rosamond Meriwether, Secretary
1552 Plasentia Ave., Coral Gables. Florida 33134

MISSOURI BRANCH
3rd Friday, 11 a.m., Member’s Homes
Kansas City, M
Mrs. Glenn Lucas Secy.
Kansas City, Mo. 64109

MONTEREY BAY AREA BRANcH
4th Wednesday, 8:00 p
Lighthouse and chkman Sts. , New Monterey, Calif.
Vlr%lma Carey, S
Box 3264, Carmel Ca. 93921

NORTH LONG BEACH BRANCH
2nd Friday, 7:30 P.M., 5535 Stearns, Long Beach,
Glendale Federal Savings and Loan Bldg.
Miss Carol Ruane, Secy.
2133 Pacific Ave.
Long Beach, Calif. 90806

ORANGE COUNTY BRANCH
2nd Thursday, 7:30 p.m.
First Christian Church,
1130 E. Walnut Street, Orange California
Mrs. Norma Taylor, Sec
2414 N. Bristol, Santa Ana Ca. 92667

PORTLAND BRANCH
Mrs. R. D. Morrison, President
5305 S.W. Hamilton St., Portland, Oregon 97221

REDONDO AREA BRANCH
4th Friday, 7:30 p.m.
R. H. Dana School Cafetorium
135th St. and Aviation Blvd., Hawthorne, Calif.
Mrs. Susian Shaner, Secy.
5026 W. 122nd Street Hawthorne, Calif. 90250

RHODE ISLAND BRANCH
1st Saturday, Homes of Members
Mrs. Arline G. Peck, Sec
Eagle Peak Road, Pascoag, R1 02859

ROBINSON, ALFRED D. BRANCH
2nd Tuesday, 10:30 A.M. Homes of Members
Mrs. Harold Ingersoll, Secy.
6665 Via Estrada, La Jolla, Ca. 92037

RUBIDOUX BRANCH
4th Thursday, 7:30 p.m., West Riverside Memorial Hall
4393 Riverview Drive  Rubidoux, Ca
Dorothy Ansevics, Sec./Treas.
4063 Opal St.  Riverside, Ca. 92509

SACRAMENTO BRANCH
3rd Tuesday, 8:00 p.m., Garden Center
3300 McKinley Blvd., Sacramento, Calif.
Mrs. Beverly Bartlett, Secy.
725 - 36th Street
Sacramento, Ca. 95816

SALINE COUNTY BRANCH OF KANSAS
4th Monday, 1:30 p.m., Homes of Members
Mrs. Jesse B. Harper, Secy.

Route 3, Salina, Kansas 67401
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SAN FRANCISCO BRANCH
1st Wednesday, 8:00 p.m., Garden Center
Golden Gate Park, 9th Avenue and Lincoln Way
H. C. Banks, S
1279 35th Ave., San Franclsco Ca. 94122

SAN GABRIEL VALI.EY BRANCH
2nd Friday, 8:00 p
Los Angeles State and County Arboretum
501 N. Baldwin Ave., Arcadia, Calif.
Mrs. Elizabeth Stuart, Secy.
169 Mauna Loa Dr., Monrovia, Ca. 91016

SAN MIGUEL BRANCH
1st Wednesday, 7:30 P.M.
Casa del Prado (Rm. 104)
Balboa Park, San Diego
Mrs. Nova Glllrs Secy.
11885 Walnut Rd Lakwde Ca. 92040

SANTA BARBARA BRANCH
2nd Thursday, 7:30 p
Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History
2559 Puesta Del Sol
Miss Gladys M. Grant, Secy.
460 Mountain Dr., Santa Barbara, Calif. 93103

SANTA CLARA VALLEY BRANCH
4th Thursday, 8:00 p.m.
Covington School
Covington Rd. near Foothill Expressway and
El Monte Road.in Los Altos
Mrs. Elizabeth K. Sayers, Secy.
369 Ridge Vista Ave., San Jose, Ca. 95127

SEATTLE BRANCH
3rd Tuesday, 7:00 P.M.
Bethany Lutheran Church 7400 Woodlawn Ave. N.E.
Mary. Dunnell, Sec)
2208 N.E. 177th St Seattle, Wa. 98155

SHEPHERD, THEODOSIA BURR BRANCH
1st Tuesday 7:30 p
Senior Citizens Bldg 420 Santa Clara St.,
Ventura, Ca.
Mrs. Evelyn Stewart, Secy.
880 Summit Dr., Apt 3OIC Ventura, Ca. 93001

SOUTH SEATTLE BRANCH
4th Tuesday, 7:30 p.m., Wm. Moshier Field House
430 South 156th Burien
Mrs. Viva Musgrave, Secy
11447 12th Ave., Seat’de Wash. 98146

TAMPA BAY AREA BRANCH
Mrs. Grace McDougall, Secy.
Plum St., Inverness Highlands

TARRANT COUNTY BRANCH
nd Monday, 10:00 a.m., Members' Homes
M. Bennison, Secy.
R! 2 Box 155 Dickinson, Texas 77539

TEXASTAR BRANCH
3rd Thursday, 10 a.m., Garden Center
1500 Herman Dr., Houston Texas
Mrs. V. 0. Harman, Secy.
306 Cody, Houston, Texas 77009

WESTCHESTER BRANCH
1st Thursday, 7:30 p.m., Westchester Women's Club
8020 Alverstone Ave b Los Angeles, Calif.
Ramona Greb,
441 Hillside Lane, Santa Monica, Ca. 90402

WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA BRANCH
2nd Wednesday 11:00 a.m. every month
Pittsburgh Garden Center, 1059 Shady Ave.,
Pittsburgh, P:

Mrs. Alfred Slee Secy.
211 Arlington Ave Butler, Pa. 16001

WHITTIER BRANCH
1st Thursday, 7:30 p.m.
Palm Park Community Center
5703 South Palm Avenue, Whittier
Miss Anne Rose, Secy.
14036 Ramona Dnve, Whlmer, Calif. 90605

WILLIAM PENN BRANCH
4th Tuesday, Noon Homes of Members
Mrs. John W. Watson, Secy.
209 Pembroke Ave.
Wayne, Pa. 19087
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GROWING REXES IN AN
UNCONTROLLED ENVIRONMENT

(Continued from Page 229)

will go dormant.” “Set them aside
and keep them moist and they will
‘come back’.” Maybe! Those that
“come back” for me have not been
worth keeping, so out they go, just
another casualty.

The problem of leaf dropping for
whatever the reason is the biggest
problem of the uncontrolled grower
of rexes. I have not solved this prob-
lem, but have worked out a way of
circumventing it so that I need not
become rex-less. I try to replace the
dead or dormant leafless rexes. I try
to have young plants rooted from
wedges, about three or four inches
high, ready for the hot and rainy
summer. They will come through
the heat without leaf dropping and
replace losses. But it seems such a
pity to have to sacrifice on the altar
of expediency all those unspeakable
beautiful leaves, which should have
had the right to grow into beautiful
specimen plants.

There may be others’ problems
which I have forgotten or over-
looked, but the above is enough. This
article is written not to tell the novice
grower how to grow rexes, but sim-
ply to present some of the problems
which are encountered. Among the
members of the ABS there must be
more able growers than I, who can
come forward with answers to these
problems. Let us hear from them.
That rexes can and will be grown for
their sheer beauty to provide lasting
joy to the grower is my firm belief.
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SECOND CLASS MAIL
American Begonia Society
11506 McDonald

Culver City, California 92030

Gloxinias—African Violets—Begonias
Varieties which thrive under

fluorescent Ii%)ct
New Catalog—:

KARTUZ GREENHOUSES
Dept. B—92 Chestnut Street
Wilmington, Massachusetts 01887

ANTONELLI BROTHERS

2545 Capitola Road
SANTA CRUZ, CALIFORNIA 95060
36-page color catalog 25 cents

BEGONIAS
Rhizomatous — Rex — Rare
including B. versicolor
and many varieties for bowls.
Retail only — price list 10¢
MRS. ROSETTA WHITE
1602 N.W. Third St., Abilene, Kansas 67410

AFRICAN VIOLETS - BEGONIAS - EPISCIRS
Fresh-cut Violet Leaves — 25¢
Episcia Stolens — 30¢
Begonia Cuttings — 40¢
Free descriptive price list
WILSON'S GREENHOUSE
OZARK, MISSOURI 65721

BEGONIAS & PLATYCERIUMS
REX BEGONIA SEED — $1.00 per pkt.

RUDOLF ZIESENHENNE

1130 North Milpas Street
SANTA BARBARA, CALIFORNIA 93103

GREEN HILLS NURSERY
Exotic & Hardy Ferns
Open Saturdays and Sundays
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. or by appointment
2131 Vallejo Street St. Helena, Calif. 94574
Mrs. E. Bolduc

GRO-LUX LAMPS—BLACK LIGHT
All sizes of lamps and fixtures
for residence or business.

FLUORESCENT TUBE SERVICE
13107 S. Broadway, Los Angeles, Calif. 90061

Phone (213) 321-6900

BEGONIAS, GERANIUMS, EXOTICS
FERNS, OXALIS, CACTI, HERBS

1974 - 1976 Catalog with Color — $1.00

LOGEE'S GREENHOUSES

(Est. 1892) )
55 North Street, Danielson, Connecticut 06239

OUT OF PRINT & DISCOUNT
BOTANICAL — BOOKS
Begonia - Cacti - Bromeliads - Gesneriads
Send for Free Catalogue

H. LAWRENCE FERGUSON
P. O. Box 5129, Ocean Park Station
Santa Monica, Calif. 90405

NEW INDOOR GROWING AND GREENHOUSE JOURNAL

Practical. Thorough. Accurate. Full-size (8Y; x 11).
Monthly (except July & August). Concentrates on mak-
ing growing easier; reports on new developments, time
and labor-saving techniques, short-cuts to better plants.

1 year, $9. 2 years, $16. 3 years, $20.
PLANTS ALIVE
2100 N. 45th, Seattle, Wash. 98103




