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THE HERBERT P. DYCKMAN AWARD

In the November Begonian an at-
tempt was made to report as fully as
possible the events of both the Na-
tional and Eastern Conventions. The
staff also wanted to include as many
photos as possible in this issue. Af-
ter publication it was realized that
one photo that should have been in-
cluded was inadvertently omitted.
That one was the photo of our
Treasurer, Walter Barnett, receiving
the Herbert P. Dyckman Award from
Walter Pease. We are therefore in-
cluding this picture in this issue.

This is also an ideal time to report
the sequel of events that occurred

COVER PICTURE

Begonia ‘Aphrodite’ pictured on
the cover belongs to one strain of the
registered Rieger begonias. The
other strain is the Rieger B. ‘Schwab-
enland’. Of softer growth, the B.
‘Aphrodite’ strain is useful in hang-
ing baskets and is available in pinks
and reds.

If sparingly fed, these plants do
well in the house, where they are
usually free of disease, mildew, and
insect pests. One should remove any
old flowers and leaves to keep the
plants healthy. It is easiest and best
to purchase the plants in full bloom
and enjoy their long flowering

period.

Photo by Gene Daniels

after presentation of this award.
Before Walter Pease could leave the
podium, John Provine took over the
microphone and announced that, in
appreciation of his many years of
service to the A.B.S. in managing,
installing, and taking down the Na-
tional Flower Shows, the Show Com-
mittee was awarding Walter Pease
a Special Award, in the form of a
plaque.

There was no question that the
audience approved and concurred,
because there was then a standing
ovation which lasted several minutes.

Show Awards Chairman, Walter Pease,
presents the Herbert P. Dyckman Award
to Walter Barnett.

AIMS AND PURPOSES OF THE AMERICAN BEGONIA SOCIETY, INC.

The purpose of this Society shall be:

TO stimulate and promote interest in Begonias
and other shade-loving plants;

TO encourage the introduction and development
of new types of these plants;

TO standardize the nomenclature of Begonias;
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TO gather and publish information in regard to
kinds, propagation and culture of Begonias and
companion plants;

TO issue a bulletin which will be mailed to all
members of the Society; and

TO bring into friendly contact all who love and
grow Begonias.

271



ELEGANT ELATIOR BEGONIAS
By Thelma O'Reilly

The first time I saw Rieger elatior
begonias I realized they must be an
improved form of Begonia x hie-
malis. 1 was amazed to be told that
they were fibrous-rooted lacking in
tuberous parentage, continuous
bloomers and mildew resistant.

During the many years I have col-
lected begonias, the winter-flowering
group known as Begonia x hiemalis
has often been included in my
collection. They are rather small
bushy plants with fibrous roots often
slightly swollen into tubers because
of their tuberous parentage. They
are usually sterile plants with flowers
in various colors which range from
white through pink and apricot to
crimson and scarlet. The flowers can
be single, semi-double, or double.
They have one blooming period and
are very susceptible to mildew.

Winter-flowering  begonias  are
considered difficult to grow. Great
caution must be used when the plant
finishes flowering and starts into its
resting period. One must attempt to
keep some of the foliage in good
condition until the appearance of
new shoots in the leaf axils or at the
soil level. If the plant dies com-
pletely back before new growth
starts, it is usually fatal.

After adding several of the Rieger
elatior begonias to my collection last
summer, I decided to research them
thoroughly and share the informa-
tion so that growers and collectors
would have more knowledge about
their origin and culture.

The history of the B. socotrana
hybrids, of which the Riegers are re-
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cent representatives, is discussed in
the article ‘Breeding Tlatior Be-
gonias’, which appears in this issue.

Referred to as “‘winter-flowering
begonia hybrids” in British litera-
ture, they are called elatior begonias
in continental Western Europe. Since
1933, when Karl Albert Fotsch in-
cluded all forms of this group under
the name Begonia x hiemalis (win-
ter-flowering), they have been
known in the United States as hie-
malis begonias.

Everyone who has one of the
beautiful improved elatior begonias
in his collection is anxious to learn
how he can keep it well and happy.
As a result of excellent cooperation
from several knowledgeable persons

T = N

Blossom of Begonia ‘Aphrodite Pink’
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combined with the results of my own
experiences, I have some important
information to share about their
culture.

A well drained mix that retains
moisture is essential and at least
25% peat moss is suggested. A
coarse, loose mix of equal parts of
leaf mold (or your own special soil
mix), peat moss and perlite or ver-
miculite should be suitable.

Rieger begonias may be grown in
clay or plastic pots. The hanging
varieties grow well in moss-lined
baskets. When commercial growers
release plants, they are usually in five
or six-inch pots. If the plant is pot-
bound, shift it to the next size and
feed with a slow release fertilizer.
This should be sufficient repotting
for your first full bloom cycle.

The commercial grower keeps the
plants between 65 and 70 degrees for
vegetative growth and flower bud in-
itiation. Then the temperatures can
be reduced to 60 degrees. For the
begonia collectors in southern Cali-
fornia who grow in outdoor lath-
houses, the nights may be a little cool
and the days a little on the warm
side, but the plants will respond
sufficiently to give satisfactory re-
sults. The past winter was extremely
wet and cold (twenty-three nights
below freezing in my garden). Only
two out of ten eliatior begonias suc-
cumbed. So, they can take it!

Never expose these begonias to di-
rect sunlight. They must have enough
shade from summer sun to prevent
flower scalding and leaf marginal
burning. Elatior begonias demand
good ventilation and low relative hu-
midity. They must be watered thor-
oughly to prevent salt build-up.
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B. ‘Bernstein’s Gelbe’

Testing has shown that severe leaf
burn occurs when Cygon sprays or
drenches and malathion or parathion
sprays are applied to plants. To pre-
vent nematodes and bacterial leaf
spot, keep the foliage dry and pick
off and destroy any infected foliage
which has blister-like, water-soaked
appearing spots on the leaves. Mil-
dew can be prevented by providing
a low relative humidity. Doo spray
has proven an effective mildew con-
trol on my plants. Others have used
Polytrap with success.

Elatior begonias are not heavy
feeders. A tablespoon of 14-14-14
Osmocote to a five inch pot is suffi-
cient. Osmocote is a new slow re-
lease fertilizer that has become very
popular with commercial growers. It
is highly recommended. For those
who prefer to liquid feed, one ounce
of 20-20-20 fertilizer per three gal-
lons of water once a week should be
satisfactory.

When your elatior begonia ap-
pears to be reaching the end of its
flowering cycle, keep a constant
check for new bottom growth. When
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it appears, the plant is ready for a
“haircut.” With a strong heart and
steady hand, prune all growth back
to about four inches. Sprinkle Os-
mocote on soil and wait for ‘your
begonia to start a new growth cycle.
If your plant reaches this point in
the early spring, I suggest removing
some of the soil and repotting in a
smaller container, gradually moving
it up to the six-inch pot. Propaga-
tion is easy from leaf or tip cuttings.
Leaves inserted in peat moss or the
recommended potting mix make the
fullest plants.

A well grown elatior begonia
draws much admiration in a display
and is a top blue ribbon and trophy
contender in a judged show. If you
plan to exhibit an elatior begonia
there are some extra grooming “tips”
to consider. It is often necessary to
remove some of the large lush
leaves in order to allow immature
bloom stems to reach the light. Re-
move any of the aging bloom stems
showing dried colorless stipules with
a cluster or two of blooms at the tip.
This type of stem detracts from the
beauty of the fresh flowering stems.
At its blooming peak your plant will
be full and heavy. Due to its suc-

culent nature the stem can easily
snap off. It is wisc to stake the heavy
stems for support with a thin green
wooden stake inserted between the
container rim and first stem joint. A
tie is usually not necessary. The
heavy foliage hides any needed
props. If you have grown one of the
cascading B. 'Aphrodite’ varieties in
a standard pot it will need special
handling when placed in a display
or show. Do not put this burden on
the placement committee. The ex-
hibitor should supply a pedestal of
appropriate size and color to enhance
the plant .

Eliator begonias should be entered
in the division for tuberous begonias
such as B. x cheimantha, B. x hiem-
alis and B. socotrana types. The
judges allow 25 points each for cul-
tural perfection, foliage, quantity of
flowers and quality of flowers. Be-
sides a clean, full, well-shaped ma-
ture plant, the judges will pay close
attention to the flowering qualities.
The presence of flowers in this divi-
sion is a must. If your plant is not
blooming, leave it home. Florifer-
ousness is one of the outstanding

(Continued on Page 295)

ARCHITECTURAL BEGONIA SEED

Crosses to make Begonias more beautiful, useful or sweeter than we have today. We have made
Hundreds of crosses and have excess seed of many we would like to share with our Begonia friends
around the world at $1.00 per packet quantity gaged as to rarity. Up to 100 pkts can be furnished
labeled as to parentage with no two alike.

Still have ample of the triploid Socotrana x Dregii from Holland, Versicolor x Masoniana (Wanda)
no two of which are exactly alike, Orange Rubra x Solananthera, rex hybrids, Norah Bedson seedlings
and a maze of new crosses with nickle size leaves now that will be ready to travel by the time you
see this ad. There are over 1000 Socotrana and several times as many hybrids from and with it. Many
of them will go out in open “our selection” orders. I'm sure you will love them.

Older varieties each $1.50 prepaid. New and rare each $2.00 prepaid. Minimum order $5.00

The Woodriff's

1100 GRIFFITH RD., McKINLEYVILLE, CALIF. 95521
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BREEDING ELATIOR BEGONIAS

(B. x HIEMALIS FOTSCH)
By J. Doorenbos
Laboratory of Horticulture, Agricultural University,
Wageningen, The Netherlands

SUMMARY

To obtain new types of Begonia x
hiemalis Fotsch, 48 cultivars of the
tuberous Begonia were pollinated
with B. socotrana Hook. f. From 9
diploid cultivars, only one seedling
was obtained. Triploid ones set no
seed. Of the 36 tetraploid cultivars
used, 14 set seed, but in one case the
seedlings were not viable. The best
type of plant was found among the
hybrids with the cultivars B. ‘Leucht-
feuer’ and B. ‘Sonnenschein’, both of
the B. ‘Bertinii compacta’ type.

The F’s were very heterogenous
and average plant quality was too
low for commercial use. The very
best plants, however, seemed well
worth developing into clonal varie-
ties. Although seed set, F, plant
quality and homogeneity could be
markedly improved by selection
among the parent plants. The produc-
tion of F, hybrid seed for commercial
purposes is not yet feasible. Yellow
and white flower colours are reces-
sive but can arise in certain F’s by
spontaneous or induced mutations.

INTRODUCTION

In Western Europe, especially in
England, The Netherlands, Ger-
many and the Scandinavian countries,
winterflowering begonias are widely
grown as potted plants. Two groups
are of commercial importance: the
Christmas Begonia (B. x cheimantha
Everett) and the elatior begonias
(B. x hiemalis Fotsch). This article
deals with the latter group.
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The origin of B. x hiemalis goes
back to 1883 when B. socotrana was
crossed with B. ‘Viscountess Done-
raile’, one of the very early hybrid
tuberous begonias (B. x tuberhybrida
Voss). The new hybrid had the com-
pact growth habit and the bright
flower colour of the tuberous parent,
but it did not form a tuber, nor did
it become dormant in autumn. As
this seemed a promising type of
plant, the firm of Messts. J. Veitch
and Sons at Chelsea, where this first
hybrid was produced, made many
similar crosses with subsequent tuber-
ous cultivars. Later the firm of
Messrs. W. Clibran and Sons at Al-
trincham also entered this field.

The last English hybrids were in-
troduced in the thirties. By then,
Aalsmeer growers were also intro-
ducing novelties, but these had arisen
as bud sports from English cultivars
and were not the results of hybridi-
zation. A new era in the evolution
of the group began with the intro-
duction in 1955 of the first hybrid of
O. Rieger at Niirtingen in Germany.

BEGONIAS
HOUSE and GARDEN PLANTS

Send for List—10c

MRS. BERT ROUTH
Louisburg, Missouri 65685

“Schultz-Instant” e

CHUITZ-INSTANT/
LIQUID PLANT FOOD 10-15-10 —_—
DROPS to a quart of water /

7":!]": and feeds” all plants

Available at
your atore

"ghullz— nrsiam |
‘. ===
e

o

orsend $1.25 for 2 bottles, prepaid to
SCHULTZ COMPANY
11730 NORTHUINE, ST. LOUIS, MO. 63042

\B — 7
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Nowadays, the cultivar Rieger’s B.
‘Schwabenland’ has eclipsed the
older varieties, at least in Holland.
Its strongest assets are absence of
bud drop, resistance to mildew and
the fact that it can be propagated by
leaf cuttings.

The present project to breed better
winterflowering begonias was started
when the Rieger begonias had not
yet been introduced in Holland. It
was continued after they had begun
their triumphal advance because (a
only Reiger’s B. ‘Schwabenland’ has
gained a secure foothold, and more
variety, especially in flower colour,
is urgently needed, (b) even Rieger’s
B. ‘Schwabenland’ is not perfect, its
weak point being a tendency to
elongate too strongly and suscepti-
bility to bacterial diseases, (c) it was
decided to try to develop a method
of propagation by hybrid seed analo-
gous to the one developed for B.
x cheimantha (Dootenbos and Le-
gro, 1968).

MATERIAL AND METHODS

Three types of material were col-
lected (1) B. socotrana, (2) as many
varieties of B. x tuberhybrida as
could be found, (3) all varieties of
B. x hiemalis still in cultivation.

All material of B. socotrana came
from botanic gardens and showed
very little variation. This was found
to be due to the fact that this species
is usually propagated asexually from
bulbils. When propagated from seed,
the variation is considerable. By se-
lection, shape and size of the flowers
could be improved and the difficul-
ties of slow and uneven germination
of the seed could, to some extent, be
overcome. These selected plants were
used as pollen parents in the crosses.
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The collection of Begonia x tuber-
hybrida eventually comptised 67 va-
rieties, which were examined cyto-
logically by Legro and Haegeman
(1971). They found that 16 were
diploid with 27 or 28 chromosomes,
10 were triploid with 41 or 42
chromosomes and 41 were tetraploid
with 52 to 56 chromosomes.

Twenty three varieties of B. x
hiemalis were described and exam-
ined cytologically by Arends (1970).
He found that 21 were triploid, hav-
ing 26, 27 or 28 long chromosomes
of the tuberous parent and 14 short
chromosomes of B. socottana. One
variety was pentaploid with 52 long
and 14 short chromosomes, and one
had an odd number of chromosomes
(56 long and 7 short ones).

Of the 67 tuberous cultivars, 48
were hybridized with B. socotrana.
The others were not used for two
reasons. In the first place, often only
one plant of a cultivar was available
which did not always have female
flowers when B. socotrana pollen
was ripe. In the second place, it soon
became evident that crosses with
large-flowered tuberous cultivars
yielded hybrids of no practical prom-
ise. Therefore, a number of cultivars
of this group were ignored.

The tuberous cultivars have arisen
from hybrids between a number of
widely diverging wild species. All
diploid and triploid varieties used in
the present experiments are propa-
gated asexually. The tetraploid ones
used are propagated by seed, but al-
though they are less heterozygous
than the clonal varieties, their gen-
etic heterogeneity is still considera-
ble. In the second phase of the pro-
ject, large sowings were made of cer-
tain tetraploid tuberous cultivars,
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and the best plants were selected to
serve as parents for crosses with B.
socotrana.

When the hybrids showed that the
right parent plants had been picked,
the latter were crossed among each
other to produce special strains to be
used in further crosses.

REsULTS

Five diploid cultivars of the B.
‘Multiflora’type: B. ‘Ami Jean
Bart’, B. ‘Gents Juweeltje’, B. ‘Helene
Harms’, B. ‘Petit Henri’ and B.
‘Richard Galle’ were unfertile with
B. socotrana. Although in all cases
dozens of flowers were pollinated,
no seed was produced. Particular
efforts were made to use B. ‘Helene
Harms’ as a seed parent because its
flowers are yellow, a colour rare in
B. x hiemalis. The hybridizations
were not successful, however, until

a tetraploid plant of B. ‘Helene
Harms’ had been obtained after col-
chicine treatment (see below).

Four diploid cultivars of the B.
‘Pendula’-type were pollinated with
B. socotrana. The white, orange and
salmon cultivars set no seed, but the
scarlet one gave a seedling which
grew up into an adult plant with
attractive red flowers, but of no par-
ticular value. This is the only diploid
hybrid obtained. Nine triploid cul-
tivars of the B. ‘Multiflora’-type and
a medium-flowered one (B. ‘Tasso’)
were pollinated with B. socotrana,
but without success.

Among the tetraploid tuberous
begonias the large flowered ones are
the most spectacular plants. They
do not give the best hybrids, how-
ever. The F,’s of these cultivars and

(Continued on Page 290)

Schwabenland Red
Aphrodite Cherry Red

(516) 589-4763

RIEGER ELATIOR BEGONIAS

AVAILABLE IN FOUR VARIETIES

FROM: BEGONIAS & EXOTIC PLANTS
42 CANDEE AVENUE
SAYVILLE LI, NEW YORK 11782

2-3” pots $2.00 ea. 5 (one variety) $9.00
one each variety — $7.00

Enclose — $1.50 postage & pack., $2.00 west of Miss. Special handling add 75¢
per 5 plants. Airmail — add 35¢ per plant.

No C.O.D. orders.

Schwabenland Pink
Aphrodite Pink
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CLAYTON M. KELLY SEED FUND

In addition to the seeds listed be-
low, the seed fund offers a bulletin
called “Begonias from Seed-Sowing
and Growing.” It gives encourage-
ment and step-by-step, easy to follow
instructions for beginning seed grow-
ers, and is available for only $.25.

Dc 1 — B. crispula, Brade:
Unique species with silk-corded,
grey-green leaves that hug the
ground. Very delicate, water care-
fully, do not let water stand between
the leaves. Flowers very attractive,
sort of greenish, shading to pink in
center. Provide warmth to germinate
seeds. Per pkt. $1.00

Dc 2 — B. heracleifolia:

Brooks silver-leafed variety. Rhizo-
matous, deeply cut star-shaped leaves
with silver in center and black on
edges. An abundance of pink blooms
in winter. Interesting plant in any
collection. Per pkt. $1.00

Dc 3 — B. hirtella:

Shiny green stems and petioles
with entangled white hairs. The
upper part of leaf is covered with
short, downy-soft hairs.

Per pkt. $1.00

GRO-CART

a scientifically equipped
ndoor plant stand, de-
signed with special fluo-
rescent lights to grow your
own organic foods and
herbs, or beautify your
home with spring flowers
the year ’'round. The soft
gold finish and graceful
lines add elegance to the
decor of any home.

Model shown $153 complete Qw\

FREE TH

BROCHURE E EREEn HUUSE
9515 Flower Street e Bellflower, California 90706
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Dc 4 — B. laciniata:

Species from N. Thailand. Rex-
looking leaf cut into narrow lobes
with angular points. This differs
from the ones from India in that it
does not have the zonal leaf. Up-
right to two or three feet. Very
floriferous with large pink flowers
on long petioles Per pkt. $1.00

Dc 5— B. leptrotricha
(wooly bear):

This is related to B. schmidtiana.
The plant, especially the underside
of the leaves is covered by appressed
brown hairs. Blooms profusely all
year, beginning when plant is small.
Leaves have a tendency to turn up-
wards on edges. Per pkt. § .50

Dc 6 — B. mannii:

A form collected near Nkong-
samba in Cameroun. Rose-leafed.
Medium, stems erect, branches long
and arching; leaves are shiny and
ovate-pointed, glossy green, paler
beneath; irregulatly toothed. Flow-
ers are pale orange-red. A most
handsome species. ~ Per pkt. $1.00

Dec 7 — B. sanguiana:

Brazil. Medium smooth, many
reddish stems arising from the base,
loosely branched. Leaves broad-
ovate, leathery, glossy olive green
above, glossy scarlet beneath. Flow-
ers small, white in long, loose inflos-
escence. A most satisfactory basket
plant. Per pkt. § .50

NEW INDOOR GROWING AND GREENHOUSE JOURNAL

Practical. Thorough. Accurate. Full-size (8% x 11).
Monthly (except July & August). Concentrates on mak-
ing growing easier; reports on new developments, time
and labor-saving techniques, short-cuts to better plants.

1 year, $9. 2 years, $16. 3 years, $20.
PLANTS ALIVE
2100 N. 45th, Seattle, Wash. 98103
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Dc 8 —B. schmidtiana:

Brazil species, 1879. One foot tall,
self-branching. Leaves are small,
slightly ruffled and velvety, olive
green on top and red beneath. Sprays
of flowers are pinkish. Easy to grow.
Grows well in most any location, but
needs lots of light to bloom.

Per pkt. § .50

Dc. 9 — Species from Frankfurt
Botanic Garden.

A nice compact plant with white
flowers. This was offered before.
Picture on page 84 of April 1973
Begonian. Per pkt. $1.00

Dc 10 — Unidentified, and
probably undescribed, species of
the section Squamibegonia.

About two feet high, leaves
broadly oval, inflorescences sut-
rounded by two large fleshy bracts;
flowers large, white with crimson
blotch, fruits round, one inch across,
white fleshy. If the plant were more
compact it would be very ornamental.

Per pkt. $1.00

Dc 11 — An unidentified species
from New Guinea.

About three feet high; smooth,
light green foliage and pale pink
flowers. Per pkt. $1.00

Dc 12 — From Sumatra.

An unidentified species of the
Riechenheimia section. Rhizomatous
and compact, with round peltate
leaves and white flowers. An easy,
floriferous terrarium plant.

Per pkt. $1.00

To prevent delays in receiving
your seeds, be sure to include your
complete address with your order.

Send requests for seed to:
Mzts. Pearl Benell

10331 .S. Colima Road
Whittier, Ca. 90604
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CORRECTIONS TO THE
NOVEMBER BEGONIAN

M. Frank Reinelt was the banquet
speaker at the ABS National Con-
vention. We incorrectly identified
him as Fred Reinelt in the picture
accompanying the show article.

Also, we published a picture of
Mrs. Evelyn Cronin accepting the
Eva Kenworthy Gray Award, but
failed to say that she was accepting
it for Dr. Fred Barkley, pictured
below, who could not attend the
convention.

We apologize to these two gentle-
men for these exrors.

Dr. Fred Barkley, winner of the Eva Ken-
worthy Gray Award presented at the 1973

ABS Convention Banquet. The award
was accepted in his behalf by Mrs. Evelyn
Cronin.

HORTICULTURAL ART CREATIONS

Many one-of-a-kind items. Rare and Unusual.
We mail gift orders for the Holiday Season.
Ilustrated brochure — $1.00 (refundable)

WALTHER'’S EXOTIC HOUSE PLANTS
Dept. B, R.D. #3, 9-W Highway
Catskill, New York 12414
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ROUND ROBIN NOTES

Many of the flights are beginning
to swap and compare data of their
own experiences with various seeds,
cuttings, soil mixes, environment or
specific begonias. Belonging to the
Robins is so rewarding, bringing last-
ing friendships, plus the chance to
share and compare information and
plants.

“Have you tried micro-tipping for
cuttings?” asked Connie Holcombe
of Virginia. She read about it for
geraniums and tried it on several
begonias. So far it seems fabulously
good and simple and a space saver.
Also, she can use a mini-prop box
(plastic icebox keeper from dime
store) and do up to six cuttings in a
3 x 5" space. Basically, you take
the smallest tip you can that includes
the terminal bud —no more than
145" long, 1/4” on small leaved types
—dip it in rooting powder and in-
sert gently in a fine, light medium.
She’s used half peat and half fine
vermiculite. The theory is that the
preponderance of growth hormones
is found at this point along with the
greatest resistance to disease. Thus,
this is genetically the best part of
the plant. British fanciers are ap-
parently using this for faster breed-
ing and change. The article said to
grow cuttings on to flower, select the
best and strongest shoot for micro-
cutting and get rid of the older plant.
A Rieger begonia cutting handled
this way is the best little plant of
that type she’s had yet.

Pam Braun of Tennessee has been
selling little Rex plants for terrari-
ums because they give such a good
touch of color, even if they even-
tually grow too large. She chopped

280

up a plant of B. r.c. It and, in order
to get the maximum number of small
plants in the shortest time, she sliced
up each rhizome in the following
way: she left a section of the stem
(rhizome) on each leaf. She cut
away most of the leaf, saving room
in the prop box and using them for
wedge cuttings. She finds it saves
time and plant material. The bud in
every leaf axil will develop a plant.
She finds it twice as fast as using
just a leaf. Three days after setting
cuttings, she peeked in her prop-box
and was surprised to see new leaves
already coming up.

Casey Carsten, Texas, used the
plastic drink glasses instead of pots
for rooting leaves and cuttings. Us-
ing half perlite and half vermiculite,
she puts baggies over the tops of
some but leaves others open. She
finds some such as B. ‘Gaystar’, B.
serratipetala  and B. masoniana
(‘Iron Cross’) do best uncovered
for her.

In Florida, Lois Covey had a B.
foliosa hanging in a bright, rather
hot spot under fiberglass roof and
doing fine with lots of water. Sud-
denly it began to shed, leaves looked
dry and upright stems lopped over,
even though the soil was very wet.
She moved it to a shadier spot, mist-
ing daily, and it soon looked better.
She has found this one, when pieces
fall on a moist propagation bed, will
root of itself. Same is true of B.
bartonea. She was told this one
could also be rooted in DRY perlite
inside a closed plastic shoe box. She
didn’t believe it until she tried it and
it worked for her.

(Continued on Page 285)
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CONSTITUTION

of the American

ARTICLE . NAME

Section 1. This organization shall be known as the
American Begonia Society and shall be conducted
on a non-profit basis. The main office of this Society
shall be within the County of Los Angeles, California.

ARTICLE Il. PURPOSE

Section 1. The purpose of this Society shall be:

To stimulate and promote interest in begonias and
other shade-loving plants:

To encourage the introduction and development of
new types of these plants;

To standardize the nomenclature of begonias;

To gather and publish information in regard to
kinds, propagation and culture of begonias and
companion plants;

To issue a bulletin which will
members of the Society; and

To bring into friendry contact all
grow begonias.

ARTICLE [Il. MEMBERSHIP

be mailed to all

who love and

Section 1. All persons who are interested in be-
gonias shall be eligible to membership, subject
to the approval of the Board of Directors. The Board

of Directors may revoke the membership of any
member for just cause.

Section 2. There shall be three classes of member-
ship in this Society, known as Annual, Life, and
Honorary.

Annual Members. Annual members shall have all
the usual privileges of membership, and shall pay
dues of an amount stated in the Bylaws. Annual
Membership shall be for one year from date dues
are paid.

Life Members. Life members shall have all the
usual privileges of membership. The payment of fifty
dollars ($50.00) shall entitle any person to Life
Membership and Life members shall be exempt from
any further payment of dues. Life Memberships shall
not be subject to cancellation or refund of any part
of dues for any reason. .

Honorary Members. Any person whom this So-
ciety shall deem worthy of the honor may at any
Annual Meeting be elected an Honorary Member
by a two-thirds vote of the members present; and
such election shall specify whether such Honorary
Membership is Annual, terminating at the next An-
nual Meeting, or for life. For each person elected an
Honorary Life Member, fifty dollars ($50.00) shall be
transferred from the current funds of the Society
to the Life Membership Fund. Honorary Members
shall have all the usual privileges of membership
and shall be exempt from the payment of dues.

Section 3. Each Annual, Life or Honorary Member
shall be entitled to one vote on all matters brought
before the Society. Membership shall cover the
immediate family, except that only one member
of the family shall receive the official publication
and exercise the right to vote. unless additional dues
are paid.

ARTICLE V. OFFICERS

Section 1. The officers of this Society shall be:
President Emeritus, President, Past President, three
Vice Presidents, Treasurer, Secretary and one Director
from each Branch Society.

Section 2. The President Emeritus shall be Herbert
P. Dyckman, Founder and First President of this
Society.

Section 3. All officers listed in Section 1 shall be
elected biennially in August by ballot, each member
of the Society being entitled to one vote. They shall
all serve for two years and be installed at the appro-
priate Annual Meeting. The incumbent President
Elect shall be deemed elected for the two-year term
as President commencing August, 1974.

Section 4. A Director shall be elected biennially
by each Branch Society and shall serve two years.
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Section 5. All remaining officers shall be Directors
to serve as heads of departments, and shall be
appointed biennially by the President, subject to
the approval by a majority vote of the Elective
Members of the Board of Directors.

Section 6. Any appointed officer may be relieved
of his office for just cause, and/or for the good of
the Society, by a majority vote of the Elective
Members of the Board of Directors.

ARTICLE V. BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Section 1. The Board of Directors shall consist of
the President Emeritus, the seven officers elected by
the entire membership of the Society, the Branch
Directors — one elected by each Branch Society — and
the Department heads appointed by the President.

ARTICLE VI. MEETINGS

Section 1. There shall be an annual meeting of
the Society at a time and place to be designated
annually by the Board of Directors.

ARTICLE VII. BRANCH SOCIETIES

Section 1. Any group of seven or more members
of this Society who wish to affiliate themselves to
forward the work and purposes of the Society may
be organized into a Branch Society, and upon
approval of the Board of Directors shall be issued
a Charter.

Section 2. The Charter of any Branch, upon ap-
proval of the majority of the Board of Directors,
may be suspended, and after due hearing before
said Board, upon action of a majority of the Board,
may be withdrawn.

ARTICLE VIII. FUNDS

Section 1. The current funds of the Society shall

be expended only upon order of the Board of
Directors. .
Section 2. Neither the Board of Directors, “nor

anyone delegated by them, nor any of the officers,
shall incur any debt or liability in the name of -the
Society beyond the available or maturing funds in
the hands of the Treasurer, excluding money and
securities held for a specific purpose.

Section 3. All monies received for Life Member-
ships shall be invested by the Treasurer as may
be directed by the Board of Directors, and only the
interest accrued therefrom shall be used for the
current expenses of the Society.

; Section 4. The fiscal year shall start on September
irst.

ARTICLE IX. AMENDMENTS

Section 1. Amendments to this Constitution may
be initiated by a two-thirds vote of the members
present at any Annual Meeting. Such amendments
shall then be submitted by mail to the membership
in accordance with Section 2 of this Article.

Section 2. The Membership Secretary shall mail
a ballot covering the proposed Amendment to each
member of the Society within thirty (30) days after
the Annual Meeting at which the Amendment was
initiated, with the request that the member vote,
upon said Amendment and mail his ballot to reach
the Secretary within sixty (60) days after the An-
nual Meeting at which the Amendment was ini-
tiated. |f two-thirds of the votes cast are in favor
of its adoption, the Amendment shall be declared
adopted at the next meeting of the Board of Di-
rectors, when published in the official publications
of the Society.

ARTICLE X. RULES OF ORDER

Section 1. Robert's Rules of Order shall govern
the conduct of all meetings, and the decision of
all questions not specifically covered by this Consti-
tution and Bylaws.
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ARTICLE XI. ADOPTION
OF CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS

Section 1. This Conslitution and Bylaws shall he
subject to the samo rules of adoplion lald down
in Article IX concerning  Amendmanls, and upon

adoption shall go into alfact, uqmnm“uu all lar

mer Constitutions and  Bylaws, when  publlshed |y
the official publications ol The Socialy,
BYLAWS

ARTICLE |
DUTIES OF ELECTED OFFICERS

. Section 1. The President shall preside al all mesl-
ings of the Socicty and of the Board of Direeclors:
shall appoint the heads of the various Deparlmenls
with the exception of tho Edilor; and shall {lﬂVﬂ gen-
eral supervision of the affairs of the Sociely, |he

President shall be an ox-officio member ol all
committees.

Section 2. The President Elect or Firsl Vice Preslden!
shall perform the duties of the Presidenl In Ihe

absence of the latter, or whenovar Ihe Preslden! s
unable to perform the dutios of his ofllce, and such
other duties as are assigned to him by the Presldent,

Section 3. The Past President shall ba the Chalr.
man of the Finance Committee. This commlitiag shall
consist of the Past President, Troasurer, and Buslness
Manager, and shall submit an annual budgel for
the approval of the Board of Direclors al the flrst
meeting of the Board of Diroclors following the
Annual Meeting of the Sociely. Any proposad ex-
penditure in excess of $50.00 shall be submliiled
to the Finance Committee for recommendalion bafore
being voted upon by the Board of Direclors.

Section 4. The Vice Presidents, in the order of
their seniority, shall perform the duties of the
President in the absence of, or the disability of the
President and the President Elect. The Vice Presi-
dents may be assigned by the President the dulies
of one of the appointed officers outlined under
Article Il of these Bylaws.

Section 5. The Directors elected by each Branch
shall attend the meetings of the Board of Diroclors
of the American Begonia Society when possiblo,
shall make such reports and recommendations as
will further the interests of the Society, and shall
file an annual written report of the Branch activi-
ties with the Secretary of the American Begonia
Society at the last regular meeting of the Board
of Directors prior to the Annual Meeting.

Section 6. The Treasurer shall receive and account
for all monies of the Society and shall pay out the
monies under the directions of the Board of Directors.
He shall file bond in such surety company and in
such sum as the Board of Directors may determine.
He shall make, to the Board of Directors monthly,
and to the Society annually, a report of all receipts
and disbursements. The annual report made by the
Treasurer shall be presented at the Annual Meeting
of the Society and shall be accompanied by a re-
port of audits made by an audit committee of two
members appointed by the President.

Section 7. The Secretary shall keep the records of
the proceedings of the Society and of the Board of
Directors, shall conduct necessary correspondence‘_and
shall have charge of the records of the Society,
except such basic records as are necessary for the
proper functioning of the various departments and
offices. The Secretary shall condense the minutes of
the regular Board meetings, and shall transmit them
to the Editor for publication in The Begonian, not
later than the first day of the month following the
regular meeting of the Board of Directors.

ARTICLE Il. APPOINTED OFFICERS
AND THEIR DUTIES

Section 1. The officers to be appointed by the
President as Directors to serve as heads of Depart-
ments shall be as follows: Business Manager, Mem-
bership Secretary, Research Director, the Clayton M.
Kelly Seed Fund Director, Nomenclature Director,

Public Relations Director, Librarian, Chairman of
Speakers Bureau and Slide Library, Chairman of
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Hower Shew Conunllles, )lslorian, Chairman of the
Commities ol Awards, Chalrinan of the School for
Judyeow,  Parllamentarlan, Clrculalion Manager, and
wich olher heads of Daparimonls as shall hereafter
he anlabllvhed llrlllm Board ol Directors.

”lT “dltor ahall be seleclad by an editorial board
comlaling of the Presldenl who shall act as chairman;
Ihe Prenldent Elacl or Flsl Vice Prosident, the Past
Prenldent; aml Iwo olhers chosen by the President.

hT‘lluu 2. Ihe Ldllor shall have charge of the
by Icnllulu Daparimen! and shall, under the direc-
oy of Ihe Hoard of Dlreclors, prepare and issue
nich unllllmlmlr av |he Board ol Directors and
Suclely lh1’“ ulhorlte and shall perform such other
dulloﬁ as the loard of Direclors shall require of him.
The Board of Direclors shall determine his allowable
axpenses,

ecllon 3. The Business Manager shall act as busi-
news nq nt for the Board of Directors and for the
Publications  Daparlment: shall act as advertising

manager for the olllclal publication and shall per-

lorm wuch other dulles as the Board of Directors
may requlre of him, The Board of Directors shall
delermine his allowable expenses, 11 any.

Secllon 4. The Membershlp Secretary shall receive
all dues, which shall be depositad Immediately with

Lho Treasurer; keap an accurate roster of the mem-
ership of 1he Soclely; and have charge of the
malling and selling of back numbers of the official
publication, less than one year old; and of the sale
and dlstribution of all other speclal bulletins and
directorles, The Board of Directors shall determine
his allowable expenses,

Sectlon 5. The Research Direclor shall have charge
ol the Research Deparimenl; of arranging for the
losting ol begonias In les! gardens In different loca-
tlons throughou) the country; and of collecting in-
formallon relaliva lo 1he cullure, propagation and
hounln? of begonias and companion plants.

Soction 6. The Clayton M. Kelly Seed Fund Di-
roctor shall have charge of the importation of seed
of new begonias and companion plants, and the
distribution of the same to the membership. The
Board of Directors shall determine his allowable
Xxpenses.

ection 7. The Nomenclature Director shall have
charge of determining and establishing correct names
of species and established varietios of begonias; of
approving and registering all newly developed hor-
ticultural varieties of begonias; and shall cooperate
with the Editor in the publication of the results of
his work.

Section 8. The Public Relations Director shall have
charge of the Public Relations Department; of con-
tacting prospective members; promoting and assist-
ing in the formation of new Branch Societies; and
seeing that the affairs of the Society receive the
fullest publicity.

Section 9. The Librarian shall establish and main-
tain a circulating library for the use of the officers
and members of the Society: shall preserve three
copies of all publications of the Society and shall
have charge of the mailing and selling of all issues
of the official monthly publications over 12 months
old. The Board of Directors shall determine his
allowable expenses. ’

Section 10. The Chairman of the Speakers Bureau
and Slide Library shall provide lists of speakers and
a slide library for the use of the Branches.

Section 11. The Chairman of the Flower Show
Committee shall prepare show schedules and en-
courage begonia shows and the use of begonias in
flower shows, and maintain a register of the Amer-
ican Begonia Society Trophies.

Section 12. The Historian shall maintain a complete
history of the Society.

Section 13. The Chairman of the Committee of
Awards shall be the representative of this Committee
on the Board of Directors. The duties of this com-
mittee are outlined in Article V of these Bylaws.

Section 14. The Chairman of the School for Judges
shall have charge of the instruction and examination
of potential Begonia Judges, and will accredit those
qualifying, the names of whom shall be submitted
to the Board of Directors with his regular monthly
report.

Section 15. The Parliamentarian shall see that all
proceedings of the meetings of the Society and the

The Begonian



Board of Directors are conducted according to the
Constitution and Bylaws of the Society and where
a question is not specifically covered there, Robert's
Rules of Order is to be cited by him.

ARTICLE Ill. BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Section 1. The Board of Directors shall be the
administrative and executive body of this Society;
shall transact all business of the Society between
Annual Meetings; arrange for Annual Meetings and
any special meetings; establish and appoint such
special committees as may be necessary to promote
the objectives of the Society; approve the establish-
ment of Branch Societies and issue charters to them;
and make such regulations as may be necessary for
the good of this Society.

Section 2. The Board of Directors shall meet at
least four times a year and/or monthly on call of the
President, or in his absence by the President Elect
or First Vice President, the time and place to be
published in the official publication.

ARTICLE V.
DEPARTMENTS AND COMMITTEES

Section 1. The activities of the Society shall be
divided into Departments and Committees under the
charge of officers elected or appointed for such
department or committee.

Section 2. The Department Directors may recom-
mend the appointment of such special officers, as-
sistants, or specialists as may be necessary to prop-
erly conduct the affairs. of their departments,

Section 3. Each Department Director shall make a
report at the annual meeting and such other reports
as may be required by the Board of Directors.

ARTICLE V. COMMITTEE OF AWARDS

Section 1. The Committee of Awards shall consist
of six members and the Nomenclature Director. Two
members will be apointed yearly for a three year
term by the President,” subject 1o the approval
of the Board of Directors: In the event of a vacancy
it shall be filled by appointment by the President,
subject to approval of the Board of Directors, for the
balance of the unexpired term. The President shall
appoint the Chairman of the Committee of Awards.

Section 2. The Committee of Awards shall study
each year the system of ratings and awards and
make its recommendations. of general policy to the
Board of Directors.

Section 3. The Committee of Awards shall receive
and study carefully the reports of the judges and on
the basis of this study shall make its recommenda-
tions to the Board of Directors.

Section 4. The Committee of Awards shall grant
the awards of the American Begonia Society, includ-
ing the Alfred D. Robinson Memorial Medal, the Eva
Kenworthy Gray Award, and such other special
awards as may be established and approved by the
Board of Directors, subject to such regulations as the
Board of Directors may adopt.

ARTICLE VI. ANNUAL DUES

Section 1. The dues of annual members shall be
determined by the Board of Directors of this organi-
zation at necessary intervals of not less than one
year through a majority vote of the Board of Directors
including proxy votes of branch representatives not
present at the initiating meeting. Members in ar-
rears thirty days shall be dropped from the rolls of
the Society and their names removed from the mail-
ing list of the official publication until the arrearage
has been paid.

ARTICLE VII. ELECTIONS

Section 1. The President shall appoint, not later
than 150 days before the Annual Meeting, a nom-
inating committee of three, who shall be Presi-
dents or Past Presidents of Branch Societies. This
Committee, not later than 90 days before the Annual
Meeting, shall report to the Board of Directors at
least two nominations for each elective office to be
filled at the Annual Meeting.

Section 2. Additional- nominations may be made
by a petition signed by at least fourteen members
of the Society, if made and delivered to the Sec-

Volume 40 ¢ December, 1973

retary at least 80 days before the Annual Moeling.

Section 3. An official ballot containing the namoes
of all nominees shall be mailed to each cligiblo
voter at least 30 days prior to the Annual Meeting.

Section 4. Eligible voters shall mail their ballots
to the Secretary of the Society not later than 14
days prior to the Annual Meeting. Only ballois
received seven days prior to the Annual Meeling
shall be counted.

Section. 5. The Secretary shall deliver the ballots
on the seventh day preceding the Annual Meeting
to a committee of three members appointed by the
President. This committee shall count the ballois
and make an immediate report in writing to the
Secretary of the results of the election, together
with the ballots cast, after which all candidates shall
be notified of the results of the election immedi-
ately by the Secretary.

Section 6. Vacancies in office, either elective or
appointive, shall be filled by appointment by the
President, subject to approval by a majority vote of
the Elected Members of the Board of Directors.

ARTICLE VIII. QUORUM

Section 1. Fifty members shall constitute a quorum
for the Annual Meeting or any special meoting.

Section 2. Fifteen members of the Board of Direc-
tors shall constitute a quorum for any Board Meeting.

ARTICLE IX. BRANCH SOCIETIES

Section 1. Any member of this Society may affiliate
with any Branch Society provided he meets the
requirements for membership in that Branch.

Section 2. Each Branch Society shall havo a Con-
stitution and Bylaws, both of which shall bo ap-
proved by the Board of Directors of the American
Begonia Society; it shall require that one member
of each family maintain membership in the American
Begonia Society; it must include among its officers
a President, a Secretary, and a National Director,
each being a different person; it may determine its
own officers, other than those specified above; it
may make additional qualifications for membership;
it may determine the manner in which its local ac-
tivities shall be financed; and it may determine its
own activities and meetings provided that those
activities and requirements in no way conflict with
the National Constitution and/or Bylaws. X

Section 3. Each Branch Society shall file with the
Secretary of the American Begonia Society a copy
of its Constitution and Bylaws and all subsequent
amendments. .

Section 4. Each Branch Society shall file with the
Membership Secretary of the American Beqonia So-
ciety the names and addresses of all new members,
together with their dues, as received. X

Section 5. Each Branch Society shall furnish the
Secretary of the American Begonia Society with the
names and addresses of all officers of the Branch
immediately following elections.

ARTICLE X. PROPERTIES

Section 1. All properties and thsical assets of
the Society are under the control of the Board of
Directors.

Section 2. Approval must be obtained from the
National Board before the disposal of an property
of the Society. This shall apply to material going to
individuals as well as institutions.

Section 3. Each officer, whether elected or ap-
pointed, shall be responsible for a complete account-
ing of Society properties through equipment lists,
book lists or inventory of other Society properties
to the President Elect at the time accounting for the
year is closed, prior to the Annual Meeting.

ARTICLE XI. AMENDMENTS

Section 1. Amendments to the Bylaws may be
initiated by a majority vote of the members present
at any Annual Meeting or special meeting called
for this purpose, or by a two-thirds vote of the
Board of Directors. Such amendment shall then be
submitted by mail to the membership in accordance
with Section 2 of this Article. LI

Section 2. The Membership Secretary shall mail a
ballot covering the proposed amendment to each
member of the Society within thirty (30) days after
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the amendment s initlaled, wilth 1he revuesl 1hal
tho momber vola upon wald amendment and inall

his ballot fo roach the Secralary within slxly (#0)
days allor tho mooling ol which The  amandmen)
wan inttiated, 1 dwo thlids ol the volen can) mn

in favor of ite adoplion, the amendmenl shall e
declarad adopled al the nex) mesling ol Hhe Boapd
ol Directors when published Tn the nex! e of he
official publication of the Soclaly,

STANDING RULES FOR FUTURE
NATIONAL CONVENTIONS

Natlonal Board Dutles

1o Appolnt a Conventlon Advisory Commilles ol
fiva mambars, that have had Convenllon experlence,
1o be roplaced upon explration ol e, Comnlllpe
will oulline a syslem 1hal will lake care ol all Irla
minor delalls thal are so essenlial 1o the succew ol
a National Convention,

a. Two 1o serve 3 yoears; Iwo lo serve 2 years] and

one to sarve 1 year,

b. Chairman of fhis commitiea 1o ba, 1he Presicden!
of the A. B, S, oach year.

2. Establish Headquarters al the Conventlon and
arrange conforences for -our varlous w l‘“ﬂ? divl.
sions. Keep a registar ol all olllcars, djoqn o and
A. B. S. membors. (Conventlon ad(lro‘u? and phone
numbers.)  Provide a bullelln board for confachs
among our officers and dalogales, Hold Open:Houe
at Headquarlers 1he svening urm‘ulllmb e Annua
meeting, having our Founder and Mr. Dyckman, our
President and other Board ofllcars as hosls,

a. Arrango for al least lwo Natlonal Offlcers 1o he

on duly at all times.

3. Have supervision of Competitive Show es per
subdivisions:

a. Prepare Show Schedule for Host Branch.

b. Provide clerks and judges and standard malerial
with which to work. Judges should nol be
charged registration and should beo given pro-
grams. Also be allowed travel oxpensos and
transportation to show from where judges aro
housed, if necessary.

c. Make Competitive Show Awards, Trophies, cer-
tificates of award and Robinson Memorial
Medals.

4. Collaborate with Host Branch on Brochure. Have
A. B. S. Flower Show Schedule printed heroin for
benefit of Show visitors.

5. National Board officers to provide material for
the Nomenclature Begonia Study show in which
every possible known begonia might be presented.
This exhibit to be in the same room with educa-
tional displays. Glass show cases for rare plants
could be provided. This Show to be open and free
to all members of the A. B. S. during the period
of the Convention and to have space for Round Table

discussions with two members, qualified to assist
visitors with their problems, in attendance at all
times.

6. Saturday Afternoon Meeting; Time, 2:30 p.m.
which will provide more time for delegates to return
to hotels and dress for the evening.

a. Require all National Officers to submit written
Annua! Reports at the Board meeting preceding
the National Convention (eliminating these re-
ports at Convention.)

b. Recognize each National

will report the number of

present.

. Prepare a constructive program.

. Confine business meeting to acceptance of bids
for the next Convention; change in the Consti-

Director present who
Branch members

aon

tution and By-Laws or those matters requiring
the vote of the entire membership, report on
ballots and result of election. Allow limited

period for discussion of suggestions pertaining
to the expansion and improving of the American
Begonia Society.

7. Saturday Evening Meeting.

a. Select the installing officer, allowing President
Elect the courtesy of choice if desired. Plan a

uniform installation to be used at each Con-
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vanllon, with some latitude given to the in-
nln“lmlj olllcer 1o use in his” or her opening
and cloalny remarks.

I ImthnHuu would Include recognition of Past
Sanlident and Natlonal Directors.
v, Nallonal  Show Chairman presents the Award

for 1the Compellllve Show.

Conventlon Host Branch
'ra-Gonvenllon Acliviiies,

Any branch wluhlnY lo IMost the Annual Convention
nllrultl 20 slale at the previous Convention.

-lorl Branch should set a date for a Convention
oo

o lo lthe Labor Day woeokend as possible,
wihlecl fo apprTval by the National Board.
ny angd all Information regarding buildings,

[Inances, dale of convention, banquet arrangements,
housing facllifles ahall be Included in a formal letter
lo the Nallonal Board aw soon as possible.

I, Provide sullable quarlers for competitive show
and have complele charge of selting up show for
[udging, and provide enfry blanks; also make cash
awards,

2 rruvllls willable  quarters for
avening Convenllon meetings.

J, Have full charge of Saturday evening banquet.
During Ihe banquel reserve the meal-time for chatter
and vhiting, Mix the delegates and members. (We
meal with our own Branch members twelve months
ol the year.) Have the period of introductions and
anlartalnment follow the doessert.

4. Fave full charge of housing delegates.

b, Have full charge of local flower show.
awards (If MY) for this show.

a. Sell llckels lo the genoral

h. Collact  Reglstralion Feo

. B, S, members,

¢, Provide sultable badges.

. Plan Sunday Garden Tour, .

7. Provide sultable quarters for the National Board
lo use as Headquarters and Conference room at the
slle of Convention. Provide nomenclature room for
Educatlonal displays and round table discussion.
Space may also bo noodod for Seed Fund, Library
and Resaarch Departmenis,

8. Host Branch 1o select speaker, submitting name
ol spoaker and subject for approval of the National
Board; care for his entertainment, accommodations
and fransportalion during the Convention.

9. Any and all monies raised through the A. B. S.
by approval of the National Board must be accounted
for 1o the Board. . .

10. Provide Public Liability Insurance and First-Aid.

afternoon  and

Make

ublic only.
rom delegates and

STANDING RULES

1. The President shall employ on an hourly basis
such clerical or typing assistance not obtainable on a
voluntary basis necessary to keep the correspondence
current, the necessary equipment to be supplied
through rental or purchase, by the Society.

2. All correspondence involving complaints shall be
referred to the head of the department concerned
for preparation of a reply to be returned to the
president for approval, typing and signature. Letters
of an abusive nature shall be referred to the Presi-
dent who will confer with his Public Relations Direc-
tor and the Society's attorney, if necessary for appro-
priate action.

3. The President Elect or 1st Vice President shall be
included in planning and policy making during his
years of service as a method of training.

4. The Treasurer shall be responsible for the pre-
paration of all reports required under Federal, State
and local laws pertaining to financial matters and
employment taxes. The Finance Committee shall
assist the Treasurer in this task.

5. All heads of departments other than Library and
Show Funds, shall transmit to the Treasurer at least
once a month, not later than the 18th, any funds.
A uniform form or forms shall be issued by the
Society to the department heads to record the
transactions. A negative report monthly from the
department head will indicate no receipts or
disbursements.
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Elda Haring of North Carolina
joined the Robins, experimenting
with propagation of leaves. She re-
ported that she now has in plastic
shoe and sweater boxes any number
of trimmed leaves and bits and
pieces of them. B. serratipetala cut
up into pieces produces plants on
each little section, as does B. ‘Max-
welton’, B. wollnyi and the B. pustu-
lata types. She uses equal parts ver-
miculite, perlite and milled sphag-
num for all her seedlings and cut-
tings of all kinds of plants and even
grows a lot of plants in it with
regular feeding.

Connie has come to the conclusion
that the Rieger begonias will do best
with greater humidity (say 40-50%),
very light soil and azalea-type pots
— she finds clay best for her — and
a few hours of sun in summer and
all you can find in winter. These
observations are based on only two
years experience. As for watering,
they seem to prefer to be treated like
Angel Wings: thorough soaking and
then let dry out until topsoil is really
dry to the touch. Overwatering con-
tributes to a rot that starts at the line
where soil and stem meet and then
marches up the stem at an alarming
rate. If a stem starts this, however,
take a cutting from its tip which is
the last part to be affected. One of
her two grandmother plants recently
began losing three stems at the soil
line, with rot moving toward tips.
She was frantic until she looked low
and saw new stems coming up. The
plant had bloomed and grown with-
out pause for over eighteen months
and now seems to be starting over
again. Yvonne Wells of Texas roots
and grows hers in long sphagnum
moss mixed with perlite.
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Arline Peck of Rhode Island said
she has heard people say it is not fair
to exhibit a plant grown under lights
with those grown in greenhouse or
on windowsills. When she poes to
a show, she picks her plants (rom
window-grown, light-grown and
greenhouse-grown. She feels il a
plant has right conditions, it will
perform for you no matter where it
is grown. She likes all three ways of
growing, even has some of her howls
in the greenhouse but down low so
as not to burn plant from hot sun.

Geraldine Daly, Rhode Island, has
a huge, very wide apple treec which
gives her plants summer shade. She
has a large soil-filled bench under it
and anything set in it grows like
mad. The soil is mostly leafmold
and cow manure, very soft. Lach fall
after potting the plants which have
been growing there, she adds a
bushel of cow manure and works it
in so it will be in good condition the
following spring. She adds more
leaf mold in the spring when needed.

Lena Bussard of Kansas uses
plastic bowls food products come in
to make hanging baskets for those
plants that like to hang under the
lights. She uses old TV dinner trays
full of sand to set pots in-— this
really helps with the humidity.

With 70 Round Robin Flights
now making the rounds, this is just
a small sample of all the good in-
formation you can learn about be-
gonias. Why don’t YOU join some
of the Robins and learn more about
how other A.B.S. members grow
their plants? To join, just write me.

Mrs. Mae Blanton
Round Robin Directog
118 Wildoak Drive
Lake Dallas, Texas 75065
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BEGONIA BOWERAE FAMILY
Part 11
By Rudolf Ziesenhenne

Although Begonia bowerae’s tech-
nical description appeared in The
Begonian in April 1950, pp. 76-78,
the descriptions of the varieties of
this species have never been pub-
lished. I will do so in this article.

Begonia bowerae variety nigra-
marga Ziesenh., new variety. It dif-
fers from the species in its having
each main vein bordered on each
side by a black band; (in the illu-
stration the black area has become
greatly expanded until only a small
amount of green is present due to
the plant’s having been grown under
artificial light) the leaf margin has
more and sharper tecth; the eyelash-
like hairs on the margin are longer-
growing, up to 4 mm. in length; the
leaf tip runs out to a longer, nar-
rower point.

The type herbarium specimen is
that of Thomas MacDougall, nun-
bered C.177, and was collected be-
tween Cerro Atravesado and Cerro
Azul, Sierra Madre, at 4000’ elevation
north of Niltepec, Oaxaca, Mexico,
Noxember 19, 1955; the plant was
re-collected November 29, 1965.

This variety will show slight varia-
tions in the leaf pattern under vary-
ing cultural practices. I have grown
many seedlings of this variety and
have not found any distinct devia-
tions. Therefore I contend that the
names used with Begonia bowerae
such as niga-marga, nigra-media and
nigra-venia are all one and the same
plant and these names are to be con-
strued to be synonyms of Begonia
bowerae variety nigramarga Ziesenh.

Begonia bowerae variety major
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Ziesenh., new variety. It differs from
the species in being a much larger
plant with leaves attaining a size
twice as large as the type, 414 x 21/
inches, entirely spinach green and
lacking the dark triangular markings
on the margin or they appear only
faintly; at the terminations of the
main veins large teeth appear, be-
tween which occur very much flat-
tened smaller teeth. Mr. MacDoug-
all's type specimen carries his col-
lection number C.62a. It was col-
lected at the north end of Cerro
Atravesado at an elevation of 4000,
Cerro Azul, Sierra Madre, Oaxaca,
Mexico, March 14, 1948.

In growing Begonia bowerae va-
riety major from seed, I selected a
plant which I have sold for a number
of years which I wish to name Be-
gonia bowerae variety major cultivar
‘Anapamu.’ This plant differs from
the variety major in its having leaves
which bow downward, the margin
being very undulating, and it flowers
more abundantly. Anapamu, a street
in Santa Barbara, was the name of a
Chumash Indian Chief; the Chu-
mash Indians lived in the Santa
Barbara area before the Spanish
occupation.

Mr. MacDougall occasionally sent
me seeds of previously collected be-
gonias with no additional informa-
tion. It was in this manner that I
received seed of a Begonia bowerae
in 1961. This seed, planted, pro-
duced 300 plants no two of which
were exactly alike and they resem-
bled many of the named B. bowerae
hybrids. These seeds were obviously
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from a wild hybrid plant since no
plants looked like B. bowerae or its
varieties. One of the plants has
leaves which appear to be covered
with black velvet with contrasting
white eyelashes on the margin. There
are somewhat similar plants on the
market and I hesitate to introduce it.
Another different-looking plant had
deeply lobed leaves with tall, wiry
flower stems which I named B.
‘Chumash’ after the native Santa Bar-
bara Indians. This plant received
the American Begonia Society Regi-
stration No. 267 in 1970.

On July 28, 1967, I planted a
packet of seed, under my planting
number 3477, of Begonia bowerae
sent to me by Mr. MacDougall dur-
ing this 1966-67 collecting trip with-
out any collection data or number.
The seed germinated and I grew 108
plants which were all alike. This
plant was never released and I name
it now:

Begonia bowerae variety roseflora
Ziesenh., new variety. This plant
differs from the above relatives in
its having pink flowers, thicker up-
right rhizomes which have reddish
markings, the hairs on the petioles
springing from red spots, the leaves
being larger (5” x 3'") the shape

Begonia

% Farm
4111 - 242nd St., Walteria, Ca. 90505
TUBEROUS BEGONIAS

COMPLETE SELECTION OF BEGONIAS
ND SHADE PLANTS

FUCHSIAS—CAMELLIAS—FERNS

OPEN DAILY
Complete Nursery & Garden Supply Sho,
115 Miles I:] of Redondo Be&cb d
Hi-Way 101
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being more angular extending out to
prominent teeth at the end of each
nerve, the eyelashes being only 2
mm. long, the margin becoming red-
dish with age, and the tip running
out to a much longer point than B.
bowerae variety major.
Latin Diagnosis

Begonia  bowerae variety nigra-
marga Ziesenh. var. nov., differt
folius nervis marginatis migeris,
dentibus plus acutis, ciliatis ad 4
mm.,, spice longiora acuminato plus
anguste.

The type Mr. T. MacDougall No.
C.177 collected between Cerro Atra-
vesado and Cerro Azul, Sierra
Madtre, at 4000’ clevation north of
Niltepec, Oaxaca, Mexico, Novem-
ber 19, 1955.

Begonia bowerae varicty major
Ziesenh. var. nov., differt foliis
magnis (11.5 x 6.4 cm.), omnino
viridis spinaciae, apice acutis, denti-
bus grandibus inter dentibus com-
plantis.

Type M. T. MacDougall No.
C.62a. North of Niltepec at the north
end of Cerro Atravesado, Cerro
Azul, Sierra Made, at 4000’ eleva-
tion, Oaxaca, Mexico, March 14,
1948.

Begonia bowerae variety roseflora
Ziesenh., var. nov. differt floribus
roseis, rhizomate erecta rubra, foliis
viridis spinaciae magnis 12.8 x 7.7
cm. plus angulata ciliis 2 mm. longis,
apice longa acuminata. Collected by
Mr. T. MacDougall in Mexico dur-
ing the winter 1966-1967. A type
specimen has been established for
this plant.

The type specimens for the above
plants are in the herbarium of
Rudolf Ziesenhenne, 1130 N. Mil-
pas St., Santa Barbara, Calif. 93103.
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ABS ACCREDITS JUDGES

The following are now ABS-ac-
credited Judges and have been in-
cluded in our list of judges available
to show chairmen everywhere.

SENIOR JUDGES

Mr. Michael Kartuz

92 Chestnut Street

Wilmington, Massachusetts 01887

Mrs. Evelyn Cronin
88 Ledgeways
Wellesley Hills, Mass. 02181

JuNIOR JUDGE

Mr. Charles Tagg

2123 W. West Avenue
Fullerton, California 92633 /

SOPHOMORE JUDGES
Mr. Walter Barnett
1213 South Mullender Avenue
West Covina, California 91790

Mrs. Irene Grannell
1431 Coronado Terrace
Los Angeles, California 90026

Mrs. Katharine Alberti
3322 Troy Drive
Hollywood, California 90069

CALENDAR

December 12—Long Island
Branch — 7:30 P.M. —at Planting
Fields Arboretum in Oyster Bay,
Long Island, New York. Holiday
Festivities will begin with “Down
Memory Lane,” a slide program pre-
sented by Bill Donnelly. Jim Wyrt-
zen will feature slides on California!
The Begonia of the Month will be
B. 'Merry Christmas’ by Rosemary
Marfurt. The Holiday Boutique will
be hosted by Anita Baldwin. Re-
freshments will be served.
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lower food

The highly concentrated, instantly
soluble, all-purpose fertilizer.

Write for FREE sample and brochure
showing price list.

Sold in the finest nurseries and
shops in California-—look for it

arden

Recommended by experts and used by
the best gardeners for over 33 years.

Plantamith

A Product of PLANTSMITH

P.0. Box 2224-T
Menlo Park, California 94028

January 9 — Long Island Branch
—7:30 P.M.—at Planting Fields
Arboretum in Oyster Bay, Long Is-
land, New York. Plant and Supplies
Sales, Question Box, Plant Raffles,
Slide and Book Libraries precede
meeting which begins at 8:00 P.M.
Annette Boree will speak on Dwarf
Begonias. There will also be a mini-
show on Dwarf and Small growing
Begonias. The Begonia of the Month
will be B. johnstonii by Gene Moglia.
Refreshments will be served.
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BREEDING ELATIOR BEGONIAS
(Continued from Page 277)

B. socotrana were too tall and too
leafy to be attractive as potted plants.
The flowers were 3-4 c¢m across,
much smaller than those of the tu-
berous parents. Of the singles, the
yellow, orange, salmon and copper
coloured cultivars were used, but
only the yellow set seed. The flowers
of the hybrid were pink, shot with
salmon, and not very attractive. Of
the four frilled cultivars, only B.
‘Crispa marginata’ gave one weak
seedling.

The double forms also showed a
variable response to pollination with
B. socotrana. ‘“White’, ‘Scarlet’ and
‘Dark red’ set no seed. ‘Scarlet fim-
briata’ gave one seedling. “Yellow’
and ‘Pink’ gave a large number of
healthy plants, and so did ‘Orange
fimbriata’, but the seedlings of the
latter were very susceptible to mil-
dew. ‘Orange double’ produced seed
which germinated readily, but the
seedlings had a low vitality and died
at an early age.

A much better type of hybrid than
with the large-flowered group was
obtained with tuberous cultivars of
the medium-flowered group. Crosses
with yellow, salmon, deep pink, dark
red and copper coloured B. ‘Max-
ima’ forms and with B. ‘Schweizer-
land” were unsuccessful. Many good
plants were obtained, however, from
the cross B. ‘Maxima white’ x B.
socotrana. The flowers were about 3
cm across, double, pink to rose-red,
the plants were compact with a good
balance between leaves and flowers.
They were just too weak, however,
to offer practical prospects. B. ‘Max-
ima orange’ gave attractive hybrids
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too, with bright red flowers, but very
susceptible to mildew.

The best results were obtained
with another medium-flowered
group, that of B. ‘Bertinii compacta’.
Three cultivars  were used, B.
‘Leuchtfeuer’, brillant red, B. ‘Son-
nenschein’, yellow, and B. ‘Christ-
rose’, white shaded with pink. The
latter gave no hybrid seed. Among
the hybrids with the other two culti-
vars, plants were found with a com-
pact habit and well shaped leaves.
The flower colour was red in both
cases, but in the IF, with B. ‘Leucht-
feuer’ it was bright red, sometimes
with an orange glow, while in the F,
with B. ‘Sonnenschein’ it was mostly
a softer red, or salmon red. Both F,’s
were heterogeneous.

In 1971 about a thousand plants
were grown. All but a few had to be
discarded, mainly because of one or
more of the following unfavourable
chacteristics: bud drop, susceptibility
to mildew, too long flower stems or
too long a vegetative period (prob-
ably due to a pronounced short-day
requirement).

B. ‘Leuchtfever’ was used for
three consecutive years and it was
found that by rigorous selection
among the mother plants, the per-
centage of good seedlings could be
raised and the incidence of worthless
plants could be markedly reduced.

Of the tetraploid small-flowered
cultivars, three gave hybrids: B.
‘Fréne Eysser’, B. ‘Victor Boret’ and
B. ‘Rambouillet’. These hybrids were
attractive plants, but too weak for
commercial purposes.

Seedlings of the diploid B.
‘Helene Harms' were treated with
colchicine according to a method de-
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scribed earlier (Doorenbos and Le-
gro, 1968). The tetraploid seedlings
could be crossed readily with B.
socotrana. ‘The hybrids were attrac-
tive plants with pink flowers, but not
of outstanding merit.

Discussion

Many cultivars of B. x tuberhy-
brida set no seed when pollinated
with B. socotrana. 'This does not
prove that these particular crosses are
impossible, but it points to the exist-
ence of strong differences in compati-
bility. The genetic causes may be
attributed to one of the parent spe-
cies of the tuberous begonias. In
experiments with some of these spe-
cies  (Doorenbos, unpublishad) it
was found that B. socotrana could be
crossed with B. boliviensis A. DC,
B. cinnabarina Hooker, B. davisii
Veitch and B. pearcei Hook. f., but
not with B. weitchii Hook. f. One
could venture the suggestion that the
latter is the source of the genes for
incompatibility, but it should be kept
in mind that the original parent ma-
terial of the tuberous begonia has
disappeared from cultivation and is
imperfectly known.

In most cases incompatibility pre-
vented seed set, but in one case nei-
ther seed set nor seed germination
were impaired, but the seedlings
were not viable. This is not uncom-
mon in interspecific begonia crosses.
The writer found it in several other
cases, e.g. B. dregei Otto & Dietr. x
B. grandis Dry. (unpublished).

Initially, all crosses set very little
seed. By selection among the tuber-
ous parent plants as well as those of
B. socotrana, seed set could be im-
proved. For F, seed production on
a commercial scale, however, consid-
erable further improvement would
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be necessary. Mcanwhile, the quality
and homogencity of the 11's would
have to be amcliorated. In view of
the amount of work involved it does
not seem very probable that hybrid
seed production can bhe introduced
into practice in the near future, For
the moment, all one can expect is
that a few individual hybrid plants
can be propagated into clones which
are an improvement on the existing
ones.

From the results with various types
of B. x tuberhybrida it can be con
cluded that most of the existing culti-
vars of B. x hiemalis are hybrids of
medium-flowered, tetraploid tuber-
ous begonias and B. socottana. In
fact, it seems fairly certain that the
tuberous parent of Ricger's B,
‘Schwabenland’ was B. 'Bertinii com-
pacta Leuchtfeuer’, as very similar
types were found among the present
hybrids of the latter.

The yellow and the white flower
colour were found to be recessive. In
the F,-plants occasional bud muta-
tions were found from red to yellow
or from red to white. 'This points
the way to obtain yellow or white
clones: irradiation of leaf cuttings of
the best I -plants followed by selec-
tion among the plants from the ad-
ventitious buds. Preliminary experi-
ments have already shown that this
method is perfectly feasible.
REFERENCES
Arends, J.C., 1970. Somatic Chromo-
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\l,. May Peace and Joy

A
)

27N

be yours at X

Christmastime

and throughout the
New Year.

WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA
BRANCH

“Warm Greetings and Best
Wishes for a Happy Holiday
and a very Happy New Year.”

eag ]
Alfred D. Robinson Branch

SANTA BARBARA BRANCH

wishes for all

a Joyful Christmas 3

and a

Successful New Year

P

Best Wishes for a
Happy Holiday Season
and a Bountiful
New Year from the

Garden Grove Branch

- “The Merriest
foo 1o All
AN _
o at this %
@ Joyful Time.”
from

BEGONIA EAST,
BUXTON BRANCH

=4

From Your Friendly
Northern California Branch
The Heartiest Christmas
Greetings and Good Growing
* in *74 *
SACRAMENTO BRANCH

MERRY CHRISTMAS |
AND HAPPY GROWING R
IN THE COMING YEAR %

~

THE WESTCHESTER BRANCH
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May some special Joy be added

To your happiness at this
Christmas Season

And may the New Year be one

Best Wishes for the Holidays

and Happiness throughout

¢ the New Year

South Seattle Branch

Warm Greetings and Best
Wishes for a Happy Holiday
and a very Happy New Year

%
THEODOSIA BURR %
SHEPHERD BRANCH

HOLIDAY GREETINGS from
the World's Graveyard for
Tuberous Begonias,

The Rubidoux Branch %

THE SAN MIGUEL BRANCH
WOULD LIKE TO SAY —
“We wish you a merry

Christmas
We wish you a merry
Christmas
We wish you a merry o
Christmas :,'f
and
A Happy New Year”

“From the Golden Gate we extend
Seasons greetings and warmes!
wishes for the New Year to our

Begonia friends everywhere.”

i‘ San Francisco Branch

SEASON’S GREETINGS

ig( o and
BEST WISHES FOR A
HAPPY NEW YEAR

EAST BAY BRANCH

“May Peace and Joy Be Yours
At Christmas Time and
Throughout the New Year.”

ORANGE COUNTY BRANCH
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CONDENSED MINUTES OF THE
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE
BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND

MEMBERS OF THE

AMERICAN BEGONIA SOCIETY

October 22, 1973

The regular meeting of the Board of
Directors was held on October 22, 1973,
in the South Gate Auditorium, Wally Wag-
ner, President, presiding; a quorum was
present. After opening ceremonies and
approval of the minutes, the Board mem-
bers dispersed into Preview Committees
to screen the business of the meeting.
When reconvened, the following reports
were made:

FINANCE: The Treasurer's report in-
dicated an income of $730.64 with dis-
bursements of $1,769.18, leaving a bal-
ance on hand of $3,707.81. Two recom-
mendations were made: a resolution car-
ried to facilitate transfer of funds from
the 1972-73 seed fund account; a motion
carried facilitating the purchase of a
typewriter for the circulation manager,
the cost of which will be reimbursed to
the association by the end of seven
months. $15.00 was donated to the City
of Hope in memory of Mrs. Ruby Budd.

EDUCATION AND RESEARCH: Distribu-
tions of seed from the new seed fund
donated by Mr. and Mrs. Paul Lee, Mr.
and Mrs. Rudy Ziesenhenne and Sylvia
Leatherman are under way, according to
Pearl Bennell, Fund chairman. Discussion
was held regarding the needed funding of
the Research Committee. The various
projects of Professor Barkley in Central
America and Rutgers University were out-
lined in Carleton L’'Hommedieu’'s report;
Mr. L'Hommedieu will write to branches
of the ABS to interest them in contribut-
ing to the fund through plant table sales
as recommended and approved by the
Board.

LITERATURE AND PUBLICATIONS: The
committee discussed the size and expense
of The Begonian, indicating the need for
new advertising rate structure or other
means of increasing income. A motion
carried increasing the next issue of The
Begonian by four pages. Announcement
was made that the Cultural Bulletin will
be ready for printing as soon as the
photographs .are received.

MEMBERSHIP AND PUBLIC RELA-
TIONS: Doug Frost received a charter on
behalf of the newly formed Garden Grove
(California) branch of the ABS; 30 mem-
bers signed the charter. The new parlia-
mentarian was announced: Mrs. Rigmor
Clarke. A motion passed, as recommended
by the committee, that future new ABS
members will receive certificates entitling
them to a seed packet instead of receiving
the actual seed. It was the consensus
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that this will save on seed in those in-
stances where new members are disin-
1974 ABS show in Santa Barbara, Cal. .

The meeting was adjourned to 4:00
Sunday, October 28, at which time the
ballot committee reported the count of
the amendment voting; a quorum was
present. A resolution was read to correct
the word ‘bi-annually’” in amendments
to Article IV, Sections 3, 4, and 5 of the
constitution to read instead ‘'biennially”
so that there could be no mistake in the
meaning. A motion carred accepting the
resolution.

The motion to approve the report of
the ballot committee as presented by
chairman John Provine carried unani-
mously: Total ballots received were 571,
two being deemed invalid. Members were
reminded that a two-third majority of
votes cast on each item was necessary
to carry it.

All but two amendments carried, ex-
tending terms for officers to two years,
eliminating office of president elect and
establishing an editorial board for the
selection of the editor of The Begonian.
The two amendments which did not pass
concerned proxy votes and notices regard-
ing Board meeting agendas and minutes.

The meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Margaret Ireton, Secretary
terested in seed propagation, but will not
penalize those wanting to start begonias
from seed as a privilege of joining. Total
members, October, 2,927.

SHOWS AND CONVENTIONS: Invita-
tions have gone out to branches for the

BEST WISHES I'OR THE
HOLIDAY SEASON
and

THROUGHOUT THE NEW YEAR
GLENDALE BRANCH

“May Peace and oy Be Yours
At Christmas Time and
Throughout the New Year.

REDONDO AREA BRANCH

MAY THE BLESSING OF
CHRISTMAS BE YOURS, AND
HAPPINESS FILL EACH DAY

OF THE NEW YEAR

San Gabriel Valley Branch
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DON'T MAKE PLANS

for

September 12, 13, 14, 1974

See next month’s Begonian

The Woodriff's
FAIRYLAND BEGONIA GARDEN

1100 Griffith Road
McKinleyville, Calif. 95521

Send 10¢ for catalog

Wholesale and Retail

ELEGANT ELATIOR BEGONIAS
(Continued from Page 274)
qualities of the Rieger elatior be-
gonias so the judges will expect more
blooms of larger size (except B.
‘Bernstein’s Gelbe’ which nZTrmally

has smaller leaves and flower5).

Rieger elatior begonias are pat-
ented plants. One firm located in
Ohio is the sole distributor in the
United States and Canada.

Hanging basket varieties include:
B. ‘Aprhodite Pink’, B. ‘Aphrodite
Rose’, B. ‘Aphrodite Cherry Red’
and B. ‘Aphrodite Amoena’. Up-
right growing varieties B. ‘Schwaben-
land Red’, B. ‘Schwabenland
Orange’, B. ‘Schwabenland Pink’, B.
‘Bernstein’s  Gelbe’  (lime-yellow),
B. ‘Goldlachs’ (cut-leaf, light orange
flowers), B. ‘Kerfeld Orange’
(bronze foliage) and B. ‘Crispa’
(large red flowers). The distributor
of these begonias has informed me
that several exciting new varieties
will be available by early 1974. FEle-
gant Rieger begonias are available at
your favorite nursery or florist (also,
see the ‘Begonias and Exotic Plants’
ad in this issue. Ed.) Any of the
above varieties will make a wonder-
ful addition to your indoor or out-
door garden.
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IN MEMORIAM

The Missouri Branch of the American
Begonia Society is very sad at the passing
of one of our members. Mrs. Grace
Lucas, 80, of 1000 E. 33rd St., Kansas
City, passed away Sept. 13, 1973, of a
heart attack.

No greater loss has man than that of
a friend.. We must regretfully announce
such a loss with the passing of Roy A.
Price, longtime nurseryman, member,
supporter and friend of the American
Begonia Society. His contribution to the
beautiful world of plants has long been
enjoyed by many at his nursery and home,
‘Patio Plants’, in Venice, Cal. Roy passed
away October 31, 1973. We extend our
heartfelt sympathy to his lovely wife,
Virginia, and family.

Merry Christmas

and a :
Happy New Year

LONG ISLAND BRANCH

FRIENDS OF THE
RESEARCH FUND
WISH YOU A

HAPPY HOLIDAY

Season's Greetings and best
wishes for a Happy New Year.
SALINE COUNTY BRANCH

Jesus said e

"My peace I give unto you,
My peace I leave with you”

FOOTHILL BRANCH
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SECOND CLASS MAIL

American Begonia Society
11506 McDonald
Culver City, California 92030

Gloxinias—African Violets—Begonias
Varieties which thrive under

fluorescent li§ht
New Catalog—25¢c

KARTUZ GREENHOUSES
Dept. B—92 Chestnut Street
Wilmington, Massachusetts 01887

ANTONELLI BROTHERS

2545 Capitola Road
SANTA CRUZ, CALIFORNIA 95060
36-page color catalog 25 cents

BEGONIAS
Rhizomatous — Rex — Rare
including B. versicolor
and many varieties for bowls.
Retail only — price list 10¢
MRS. ROSETTA WHITE
1602 N.W. Third St., Abilene, Kansas 67410

AFRICAN VIOLETS - BEGONIAS - EPISCIAS
Fresh-cut Violet Leaves — 25¢
Episcia Stolens — 30¢
Begonia Cuttings — 40¢
Free descriptive price list
WILSON’S GREENHOUSE
OZARK, MISSOURI 65721

BEGONIAS & PLATYCERIUMS
REX BEGONIA SEED — $1.00 per pkt.

RUDOLF ZIESENHENNE

1130 North Milpas Street
SANTA BARBARA, CALIFORNIA 93103

GREEN HILLS NURSERY
Exotic & Hardy Ferns
Open Saturdays and Sundays
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. or by appointment
2131 Vallejo Street St. Helena, Calif. 94574
Mrs. E. Bolduc

GRO-LUX LAMPS—BLACK LIGHT
All sizes of lamps and fixtures
for residence or business.

FLUORESCENT TUBE SERVICE
13107 S. Broadway, Los Angeles, Calif. 90061

Phone (213) 321-6900

BEGONIAS, GERANIUMS, EXOTICS
FERNS, OXALIS, CACTI, HERBS

Catalog with color — $1.00

LOGEE'S GREENHOUSES

(Est. 1892)
55 North Street, Danielson, Connecticut 06239

OUT OF PRINT & DISCOUNT
BOTANICAL — BOOKS

B ia - Cacti - B laids - Gesneriads

9

Send for Free Catalogue

H. LAWRENCE FERGUSON
P. O. Box 5129, Ocean Park Station
Santa Monica, Calif. 90405

VETTERLE'S BEGONIA GARDENS.

Pacific Strain
Tuberous Begonias
Delphinium and Primrose
P. O. Box 1246
Watsonville, Calif. 95076 =
Catalog on Request 25¢

The Begonian




