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Enjoying installation banquet of the San Francisco Branch of A. B. S. are (from left): Isadore
Gold; Alice McGrath Gold, new Branch President; Bert Slatter, installing officer; Mrs. Minn Slatter.

THESE ARE BEGONIAS

Picture a plant hanging down the
wall of a dark and barren Mexican
cave. It is three inches high, with
flat green leaves saw-toothed on the
edge, and china-white flowers. Tt
grows from a small, lima-bean-shaped
tuber wedged in a soil-less chink be-
tween the rocks.

Or imagine looking up thirteen feet
to the top of a Colombian plant to see
showers of dainty white, fragrant low-
ers. Waving from a stem trunk ten
inches in diameter are great lobed
leaves measuring more than two feet
any way, shining green on top and
rusty-fuzzy beneath.

Now think of a bushy little win-
dow-sill plant with crisp, waxy foliage
as bouffant as a little girl’s petticoat.

These plants are all begonias . . .

From All About Begonias
By BERNICE BRILMAYER
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Dr. H. B. Creighton, who will do research on

begonias for the Society, discusses project
with Everett Wright, President of A. B. S.

COVER PICTURE
Begonia-rex-Fireflush’, grown by M.
Carlton L’Hommedieu.

—Photo by HertHA A. BENJAMIN,
Eastern Editor
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B. ‘ADRIAN SCHMIDT’ AND SEEDLINGS

By Mgs. Don L. WAGNER
Southern Editor

One of our hardiest rex begonias
and the parent of many lovely new
rex hybrids today was produced in
Lyons, France, in 1888, It was named
Begonia ‘Adrian Schmidt’.

The shallowly lobed leaves are
green on the underside, with ever
vein, large and small, in a deep red.
The inner zone and outer margin is
also flushed red. The upper leat sur-
face is in shades of green, almost a
black green near the sinus and outer
margin, with a bright green middle

zone, overlaid with large silver .
splotches. All veins are quite pro-
nounced.

The large leaves, 9 by 12 inches on
a plant 18 inches high and 24 inches
across, are held high on red semi-
hairy petitoles 9 to 12 inches long.
The plant holds its leaves well, losing
old leaves when the new ones come
on.

The flowers, clear rose pink and fra-
grant, are borne in sprays with alter-
nate male and female (usually twelve
buds per spray) on the same stalk. It
is one of the few rexes that could be
grown for its beautiful flowers. The
velvet-like, slightly twisted, moss-
green stigma contrasts sharply with
the pink petals to give a striking ef-
fect. The ovary, too, is quite unusual,
being light green with one large ex-
tended wing on the back. It blooms
in late summer.

There are over seventy-five differ-
ent rexes in my greenhouse, but none
compare to B. ‘Adrian Schmidt’. Tt is
now three years old. For the first two
years it was known as the West Vir-
ginia begonia. This is where my home
is and on a visit I got a cutting from
my mother in Alma, West Virginia.
The original has been passed from one
neighbor to another for years. I dis-
covered the correct name when I saw
the picture in Bessie Buxton’s book
Begonias.
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Mrs. Mary Gillingwators used this
Elant extensively to achieve new hy-

rids, since it is an excellent seed par-
ent. I have crossed B. Joel Gilling-
wators’ on one female and B. ‘Fire
Opal’ on another; both have taken and
now there is the long wait to see if
the seeds will be fertile.

I will describe four of the best
known B. ‘Adrian Schmidt’ hybrids
registered by Mrs. Gillingwators. 1
give my vote of thanks for such lovely
and hardy rexes.

In 1951 Mrs. Gillingwators crossed
B. ‘Adrian Schmidt’ with an unnamed
Susie Zug rex creation. The results
varied in many respects, as to size,
coloring, and stamina. She pricked
many of the seedlings out of the orig-
inal seed pan and transplanted them
periodically.

Many grew to be huge specimens,
but one refused to grow and remained
small. She decided it was a miniature
and registered it as B. ‘Pequena’.

B. ‘Pequena’ has an entire silver leaf
surface with the center zone being
more sparsely silver over a deep rosy-
lavender. The outer zone has a flush-
ed-lavender surface. The margin is
serrate, sparsely cliate, and measures
approximately 3 by 5 inches on a plant
8 inches high and 12 inches across.

B. ‘Vigorosa’ has the same parent-
age, but has large spiral leaves ap-
proximately 9 by 12 inches on a plant
18 inches high and 24 inches across.
The leaves are heavily silvered be-
tween the veins, with dark green areas
surrounding the veins. The leaves
are silver and green only, not flushed.
The plant holds its leaves well in the
winter.

B. ‘Lakewood’ also is an ‘Adrian .
Schmidt-Sue Zug’ spiraled hybrid rex
cross and is a very vigorous spiraled
leaf rex that grows well and never
really goes dormant. The 10 inch to

(Continued on Page 37)
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IN BEGONIA BETTINAE COUNTRY

By T. MAC DOUGALL

Some of the most picturesque and
interesting of the rapidly disappear-
ing primitive forests of Mexico are to
be found in the high Sierra Madre of
Chiapas.

This is also begonia country. From
Finca Prusia, at three thousand feet
altitude, and practically along one
trail, to El Triunfo, seven thousand
feet up in the Sierra Madre, there
are at least a dozen species, including,
of course, B. Bettinae (Zies.)

I presume that this species is not
yet in general cultivation. Mr. Ziesen-
henne compares B. Beitinae with B.
lobulata. Horticulturally, I think B.
Bettinae will be found much more
dwarfed and more shrubby.

In the wild, B. lobulata is at its
best in full sun, whereas B. Bettinae
seems to prefer rather heavy shade.

PO A
e

Tall Cyathea tree ferns give a lacy effect
to the forest canopy.

Identified -as B. fusca, this is surely one of
the giants of rhizomatous begonias. A leaf blade
measured over 212 feet and an inflorescence
topped 612 feet.

Quercus corrugata (oak) — one of the large
trees of El Triunfo.

Editor’s Note: A botanical descrip-
tion of Begonia bettinae (Ziesenhenne)
was published in the November, 1965,

Volume 34 e February, 1967

issue of The Begonian. See also Be-
gonia Boweri and Its Country by T.
MacDougall in January, 1960, issue.
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EXPERIMENTS IN HYBRIDIZING

By M. L. MACINTYRE
Liverpool, England

When I first became interested in
growing begonias, the only book on
the subject I could find which was
worth reading was Successful Bego-
nia Culture, by F. J. Bedson. I read
with interest about all the famous
hybridists and decided I must try
my hand at hybridizing.

The main difficulties seemed to be
what to cross with what and how to
make sure that insects had not been
at the flowers before me. I was for-
tunate in regard to the latter as, for
some reason unknown to me, insects
do not frequent the small greenhouse I
decided to use.

In 1964, without having any defin-
ite plan in mind, I decided to try
crossing Begonia ‘Norah Bedson’
(B. boweri x B. daedalea) and B.
‘Clifton’ (B. boweri x B- mazae). The
cross was a success and in about six
weeks the seed was ripe. Germination
with such fresh seed was very rapid
and almost 100 per cent complete.

I kept twenty-four seedlings and
gave the rest away, many of them to
the head gardener at Jodrell Bank of
radio telescope fame. All my plants
were different. Some looked like B.
boweri but with flowers ranging from
pale pink to almost red; others were
varying combinations of the parents
and the three grand-parents. One had
a spider web pattern in brown on a
green leaf. Another was a miniature,
no mor than four inches high, with
small leaves and a compact habit.

After this initial experiment, I
thought I should be a little more sci-
entific in my next one; so I decided
to use B. albo-picta and B. lubbersi
as females and B. ‘Orange Rubrd as
malé. With the former I hoped to get
plants with the spotted leaves of B.
albo-picta and perhaps orange flow-
ers, and with the latter I was hoping
for plants with peltate leaves and
large orange flowers.
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I was successful in obtaining fertile
seed from both crosses, but because
of a lack of space, I could grow only
seven plants of each.

All plants from the B. albo-picta
cross had leaves like the female par-
ent, but much larger, and the flowers
varied from pure white to deep pink.
This year (1966) I have crossed some
of these back into B. ‘Orange Rubra’
in a further attempt to obtain orange
flowers.

The B. lubbersi x B. ‘Orange Rubra’
cross resulted in some remarkable
plants, which I called Lubor’ 1-7. All
had the peltate leaves I had hoped for
and all I%aves were larger than those
of either parent, one measuring ten
inches in length and three inches in
width. The most remarkable feature
was the leaf shape, as the sketch
indicates.

Orange
Rubra.

Lubbersii.

Lubbersii X
Orange Rubra
(Lubor)

Drawings by Derex HAYEs
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All seven of these plants are now in
flower with colors ranging from sal-
mon-pink to red, but no orange. On
the most outstanding of these, the
male flowers are at least three inches
across and the female flowers are pro-
portionately large, with the ovaries
measuring over two inches in length,
both flowers being much larger than
the flowers of either parent. I have
crossed this one back onto ‘Orange
Rubra’ and also onto one of the other
‘Lubor’ plants to try for orange flow-
ers. All my re-crossings of the ‘Lubor’
plants have taken and one I have har-
vested and sown.

Several times I have used B. ‘Or-

ange Rubra’ as the female parent and
each time I have obtained fertile-look-
ing seed which refused to germinate.
These results were disappointing and
I was beginning to wonder if the fe-
males of this plant were sterile. How-
ever, I have tried once again this
year by crossing B. ‘Orange Rubra’
with B. glaucophylla and again I ob-
tained beautiful seed. I planted the
seed on the same day I harvested it
and this time it germinated. The seed-
lings are now planted out but it is
too early to say what the results
will be.

I crossed B. glaucophylla (limming-

hei) x ‘Orange Rubra’ last year and
have some quite large plants which
have not flowered so far. All are simi-
lar to B. glaucophylla in appearance,
but are upright in growth even with-
out staking. One plant over twelve
inches high has all its leaves pointing
‘downward, parallel with the stem,
which gives it quite an odd effect.
" I have had many failures and I
expect to have many more. It is very
disappointing to find a seed pod ly-
ing on the staging when it seemed
that in a couple of weeks or so it
would be ripe. But, having prodced
plants which are different from all
others and worth keeping, I am in-
spired to continue. In fact, I do not
think I could stop experiments in
“hybridizing now.
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HYBRIDIZING TRICKS
By Jo Burcos
Perhaps a few hybridizing tricks of
my own will help other members in
making begonia crosses they may be
planning. ;
For example, you may be trying to

develop certain new characteristics in

a semperflorens begonia — perhaps a
new dark-leaved one. For the mother
plant in such a cross, select a double-
flowered, dark-leaved, vigorous semp
that is easy to grow. Choeose one that
produces female flowers more often
than male, and frequently, like B.
‘Red Camelia’, B. ‘Jewellite’, or B.
‘Curly Locks. The male (double)
flowers will have no pollen, and you
will avoid self-pollination and lost
work and time on the wrong seed.

Next, for the pollen parent, select a
single-flowered semp with the special
trait you wish to introduce in a new
plant. Plant these two begonias, moth-
er and father (seed and pollen
plants), together in the same flower
pot. Keep them in a place far from
any other single-flowered semperflo-
rens begonias, unless you wish to keep
the seed-flowers covered with plastic
to avoid pollination you did not plan.

I have learned that plants growing
in the same pot bloom at the same
time more frequently and that plants
that have been growing in the same
pot for some time cross more easily—
and sometimes cross naturally if they
are of the same type.

Be very gentle when you brush the
pollen-laden flowers upon the centers
of the females; they are more delicate
than those of single-flowered semps.
Wait till the female flowers, identified
by the ovaries behind their petals, tilt
up a little bit; for then they are ready
to be pollinated. Sometimes I don't
apply the pollen by hand, but just set
the male flower very close to the fe-
male flower, and let Nature do the
work.

If petals drop but the ovary re-
mains and begins to swell, T expect
seed, which will be ready when the
stem attached to the seed pod is dry.
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ELDA HARING

BEGONIAS IN FEBRUARY
By Erpa HariNc

By February in the northeast the
days are growing much longer and
the warmth of the sun has increased.
There will still be many snows and
cold weather for weeks before wel-
come spring arrives.

If a regular watering and feeding
schedule has not been instituted as
suggested for January, delay no long-
er. The late winter and early spring
bloomers will be greatly benefited by
such treatment. Most all begonias
start to show active growth at this
time.

Those grown for their flowers as
well as their foliage need as much
light as possible at this time of year.
Reflected light from the snow might
prove to be too strong, making it im-
perative that you keep a close eye on
the plants to see that leaf edges are
not scorching. If this be the case, use
a thin, filmy curtain between the
plants and the window, or move them
a little away from the window yet
keeping them where they will re-
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ceive slanted sunlight. For eight or
ten weeks longer it will be necessary
to take precautions against cold drafts
caused by high winds and cold.

This is an excellent time to look over
your collection of plants and decide
which ones you might wish to exhi-
bit in local flower shows in the spring
or the following fall. Except for those
nearing their blooming season, shorten
shoots which are too long and take
off rhizomes protruding too far from
the rims of the pots. Use these for cut-
tings if you like. To be sure the
plants will be symmetrical and well
shaped by spring show time, which in
our area is usually in April, turn them
once or twice a week. Instead of the
one-quarter turn suggested by some
authorities, I prefer to give mine a
full turn whenever I am watering or
examining the plants. Giving a full
turn frequently ensures a fine plant
which never leans toward the window
with a one-sided effect.

At least three weeks before show
time, give the plants which you in-
tend to exhibit a good shower, taking
off dead leaves and flowers. At this
time it is a good plan to spray with
one-half strength liquid fertilizer. A
Windex bottle is excellent for this pur-
pose, as it is necessary to drench every
leaf, both underside as well as top-
side. This foliar feeding will make
the entire plant look fresh and perky.

A day before the show make sure
pots and rims are well scrubbed and
washed clean of algae and fertilizer
salts. Protect the plants when trans-
porting them, as the outside air is us-
ually very chilly in April, and it has
been my experience that begonias
are slightly damaged if allowed to sit
where temperatures might drop to be-
low fifty degrees.

PUBLICATION NOTICE

All material for publication — articles, no-
tices, photographs — should be sent to the
Editor, preferably five weeks before date of
publication. Deadline is the first of the
month preceding month of publication.

Advertising copy and inquiries should be
sent to the Advertising Manager.
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DORMANCY OF
REX BEGONIAS

By C. FLoYD JENSEN

After growing all types of begonias
for about twenty years, and spending
many months on research and obser-
vations, I find the growing and
blooming habits of rexes are much
different from those of the tuberous
begonias, which bloom all through
the growing cycle.

If we examine the natural habitat
of the rex begonias, they are found
growing on slopes and in the valleys
of the tropical sections of the earth
where humidity is high and the
amount of rainfall is highest during
the days of less light.

Let us recognize the fact that any
plant that does not rely wholly on its
reproduction by the seed it bears has
a dormant period. This will vary from
semi-dormancy, when a plant’s
growth just stands still, to complete
dormancy, when it loses all signs of
foliage and growth. I have always
recognized this fact. They do have a
semi-dormant period, but this is not
as cut-and-dried a process as that of
the tuberous begonias.

The rex begonias do not start
blooming until late in the summer or
at the end of the season. December
and January are two resting months
for the rexes; during this time they
should not be kept too wet. However,
they do not require tuberous begonia
treatment, which would be to let
them become completely dried and
remain dry for severl weeks or
longer.

My rex begonias are grown in a
glass-house where they stay all year.
In winter they are provided enough
heat to prevent freezing. No extra
light hours are used to lengthen the
light day. Some growers in Northern
California grow rex begonias under
conditions of fourteen hours of light
and 65 to 70 degrees of temperature
during the winter months. These rex
begonias that have been grown to
three feet in diameter are grown in
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small tubs and are ready for the Oak-
land Spring Garden Show in April
and May.

During the dormant period, De-
cember and January, my rex begonias
are losing the leaves that have grown
to nourish and build a good healthy
root-stock. Many of the newer leaves
will remain on all through this peri-
od. Also, the leaves that will be
dropping are now growing new
plants on the surface. of the leaf.
These appear along the ribs or
stem branches of the leaf. They will
make good plants early in the year,
which would be lost if my rex were
forced into dormancy. If rex begonias
are too wet or too dry for an extended
period the result is the same, loss of
the root system. I have found, when
this occurs, the best method is to
treat the remaining part as if starting
a cutting of the rhyzome.

In conclusion, I always suggest if
you like the results of your methods
do not change because some one else
follows a different formula. If yours
fails, then try another.

APHIDS RESEARCH

The Madras Christian College in In-
dia received a five-year grant of
$26,367 from the U.S. Department of
Agriculture, to study the habits of
aphids in India. The research is ex-
pected to be of great value in help-
ing U.S. entomologists prevent entry
of disease-transmitting species into the
United States.

The Indian Agricultural Research
Institute at New Delhi also received
a five-year grant of $57,052, to modify
virus-detecting techniques so that
small amounts of virus can be detect-
ed in seeds.. This accomplishment
would be useful to the U.S. when in-
troducing plant seeds from other
countries.

The grants will be paid for with
foreign currency obtained by the
United States from sales of farm prod-
ucts abroad under Public Law 480.
This money cannot be converted into
dollars for use in the United States.
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CLAYTON M. KELLY SEED FUND FLIGHT

No. 1 — B. friburgensis —

Brazil. Beautiful new species. Rhi-
zomatous, red, thick, leatﬁery leaves,
shiny and dark green on top, red un-
derneath. New leaves show only red
and are folded like cocks-combs. Tall
flower stems bear heads of white and
pink flowers. Choice begonia. Green-
house culture. Price $1.00 per pkt.

No. 2 — B. odorata — i

Colombia. Patent-leather leaves,
slightly cupped. Pink, fragrant flow-
ers. This plant should be pinched back
before flower buds appear. 35 cents
per pkt.

No. 3 — B. ‘Rubaiat’ — :

(dichroa seedling.) Lusty grower,
bushy and many-stemmed. Leaves
gleaming green, occasionally dotted
with silver. Large clusters of soft,
pink flowers. 35 cents per pkt.

No. 4 — B. ‘President Carnot’ —

(B. olbia x coccinea.)Favorite cane
type begonia; a good grower. Satiny,
copper-green leaves, crinkled and
crisply pointed along the edges, some-
times silver-spotted, reddish below.
Flowers red, carmine, or pink, de-
pending on the light and sun. Good
bloomer. 35 cents per pkt.

No. 5 — B. ‘'Nomo’ —

A hybrid by Chester Nave, in Cal-
ifornia. Vigorous grower. Calla type;
pink flowers. 50 cents per pkt.

No. 6 — B. Semperflorens —

Double, mixed colors. 35 cents per
pkt.

No. 7 — B. ‘Orange rubra’ x X-ray

semperflorens —

A cross made by Elaine Wilkerson,
in Louisiana. We have information
that this is an outstanding begonia.
35 cents per pkt.

No. 8 — B. epipsila type —

The collector in Brazil describes
this plant as recently classified. It has
red stems, 20-inch leaves, undersides
felt-like. White flowers. 50 cents per
pkt.

No. 9 — B. heracleifolia nigricans —

Brazil. Seed is from Brazil. The
collector describes the plant as rhizo-
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matous, with beautiful spotted foliage
and large heads of lovely pink flow-
ers. This description does not coin-
cide with the begonia we know as
heracleifolia nigricans, but it is a
worth-while and lovely plant. 50 cents
per pkt.
No. 10 — B. laciniata var lutea —

- Recently received from a friend in

India. Described as having smallish
leaves and yellow flowers. Rhizoma-
tous. 50 cents per pkt.

* * *

CLOSE-OUT SALE — Offer No. 1:

B. luxurians — Brazil. Leaf pal-
mate, fuzzy, and limp. Flowers white,
in large heads. ‘

B. Cane type — Mixed. Several of
the best of this type.

B. Calla lily — Mixed colors.

B. evansisan — Hardy, pink.

B. giant type — Colombia.

B. fusca — Mexico. Rhizomatous,
scalloped leaves, short, green hairs.

B. Philippine Islands — Cane type,
pink flowers.

B. sceptrum — Cane type, coral
flowers.

B. Brazil species — Gorgeous plant
with showy pink flowers.

Colueus — Mixed in all the popular
colors.

Price: Ten packets of the above for
$1.00.

* * *
CLOSE-OUT SALE — Offer No. 2:
B. paranaensis — Brade — New

species from Brazil, with medium
growth, large leaves, dentate mar-
gins. White flowers in the spring.

B. deliciosa — syn. Photan sp. —
Leaves deeply palmate, dark olive-
green, heavily gray-spotted. Flowers
large, pink.

B. caragutatubensis — Brazil
Leaves dark red underneath. Leaf
petiole has red bristly rings or col-
lars. A good plant.

B. purpurea — also called B. mac-
dougalli var. Brazil. Rhizomatous
plant, with large heads of white
tlowers.

The Begonian



B. Rex — many shapes and colors.

Price: Five packets of the above
for $1.00.

Note: Because of the work involved
and the postage rates, we can not
send out single packets or mix the
two close-out offers.

FERN SPORES

Tectaria incisa cv. ‘Hirsuta’ —

Soft-textured apple-green from two
to three feet. Leaflets- cut to rachis,
irregularly scalloped and toothed. Re-
quires an abundance of water. Price
35 cents per pkt.

Tectaria heracleifolia —

Apple-green fronds to about one
foot. Irregular three-lobed leaflets,
slightly scalloped and toothed. Re-
quires an abundance of water. 35
cents per pkt.

Adiantum aethiopicum —

Fine, dainty fronds to two feet.
Leaflets finely cut. 35 cents per pkt.

Adiantum raddianum cv. ‘Wei-

gandii’ —

Puerto Rico form. Leaflets deeply
cut and overlapping. New fronds red-
dish veined. To about one foot. 35
cents per pkt.

Microplepia firma —

Also called ‘Lace Curtain Fern
Airy fronds to about three feet. Fine-
ly cut. Pattern resembles the old-
fashioned lace curtains, 35 cents per
pkt.

Onychium japonicum —

Finely cut fronds to two feet.
Fronds resemble carrot tops, there-
fore, the common name ‘Carrot
Fern’. 35 cents per pkt.

Dropteris erythrosora —

Dark green fronds from one to two
feet. Juvenile fronds are pink; mature
fruiting fronds are bronzy green. 35
cents per pkt.

Humata tyermanni —

One of the so-called footed ferns.
Silver, hair-like covered rhizomes,
providing the common name ‘Silver
Toes’. Dark green fronds finely cut.
Ireal for baskets or totem poles. 35
cents per pkt.

Davallia fileensis —

‘Rabbit’s foot fern’. Brown-woolly,
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creepin% rhizomes, from which rise
graceful, durable fronds on wirey
stems. 35 cents per pkt
NOTE: When ordering seed it is

essential that you include name, ad-
dress, and zip code number. This in-
formation will insure prompt delivery
of your seed. Address all communica-
tions to the address given below.

Mgrs. FLORENCE GEE

Seed Fund Administrator

234 Birch Street

Roseville, California 95678

HARDY BEGONIAS

Don Stephenson of Paekakariki,
New Zealand, offers a list of begonias
he considers hardy — at least, they
have suffered 40 degrees drop in tem-
perature, cold winds, lack of water,
and slight neglect over winter.

He would be interested in know-
ing if anyone else has had the same
luck with these:

‘Fuscomaculata’, ‘Erythrophylla’
and its var. ‘Helix, ‘Richmondensis’,
‘Perle Lorraine’, pariles, fuchsiodes
(red and pink), boweri nigra-marga
(not boweri; it went dormant), ma-
zae viridis (Stitched Leaf), luxurians,
fusca, fernando-costae, richi, compta.

All other canes, rexes, and miscel-
lanea went dormant. ‘Fuscomaculata’,
pariles, and boweri nigra-marga grew
well all winter, and boweri nigra-
marga (sown October, 1965) was in
flower August 30, 1966 ( New Zealand
springtime ).

Anyone who has had interesting
experiences with these begonias is
invited to write about them and send
the story to the editor.

NEW BOOKS AVAILABLE
I am taking orders now for the
new book by Elvin McDonald,
1001 Begonia Questions Answered,
which will be ready in March. The
price is $5.95.

I also have Using Plants for
Fragrance.
Terry OLMSTED,
Librarian.
31



ROUND ROBIN NEWS

In a large, far-spread family of
robins, some serious accidents and
illnesses do occur, as well as house-
hold moves and occasional postal mix-
ups. It is important for you to send
courtesy cards to chairmen of your
flights, to tell when the flight left
you. In this way, we can check where
a flight was last seen, without writing
to every member to ask, whenever a
flight is delayed.

Important: If you cannot write a
letter within five days—perhaps be-
cause of houseguests, perhaps illness
—you will help greatly by sending
the flight on with a line of explana-
tion, writing your full letter the next
round. A robin recently flew in that
had taken one month to go around
the world — only to sit two months
in one state.

Congratulations: Jane Neal of
Worthing, England, won the R. H. S.
Floral Medal at the London Show
this past summer, for a display of
begonias other than tuberous.

Edna Stewart of Tarentum, Penn-
sylvania, is trying pollen from a tu-
berous blossom on two rex blossoms.
She explains that in tuberous be-
gonias the fully double flowers are
the males and, after a certain time of
blooming, extra petals become an-
thers, producing pollen for fertilizing.
“In our short season, this does not
always happen, but I had lots of pol-
len in the greenhouse”.

Sometimes a male rex blossom will
not shed its pollen, but Edna finds
that if she lays the blossom on a shelf
where it will stay dry, the pollen
will soon ripen and can be used.
‘Thrush’, however, is one begonia she
has not been able to get to shed pol-
len on the fingernail test. She cannot
set seed on it, either.

A cross of ‘Bow-Nigra’ x Ricini-
folia’ two years ago gave Freda Jo-
hannesson of Winnipeg, Canada, a
blanket-stitched miniature star much
like ‘Bow-Nigra.” It has remained min-
iature through feeding and repotting,
and bloomed last winter.
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Rex Begonias: Freda has found
that selfing a bright red, enameled-
surface rex gives a predominance of
red in the seedlings. She tests seed
from each pod separately and, even in
the seed pans, can pick out the seed-
lings by their reddish coloring. She
carefully avoids using dark or drab
plants, and her scedlings are colored
to her liking. Freda also shares seed
with the Seed Fund.

B. rex ‘Merry Christmas’,
Gold’, ‘Baby Rainbow’, ‘Queen of Ha-
nover’, ‘Helen Teupel’, and ‘American
Beauty do well all the year around
for Edna Stewart.

Fern Spore: Aleks Bird of Jamaica,
New York, in our new fern specialty
flight, has been thrilled to find that
he can grow ferns from spores in a
city apartment — even the more dif-
ficult Platycerium. He sows on a rich
medium, close to Wide-Spectrum or
Optima fluorescent tubes, and is fasci-
nated by the unusual way ferns grow.

Cuttings: Grant McGregor finds his
cuttings root better if they are taken
before the weather cools. Edna
Stewart never uses a knife to take cut-
tings, preferring to break them, be-
cause she thinks they root better if
they are brittle enough to snap off.

Hectic Pace? Daisy Austin of Ana-
heim, California, wonders if plant
hobbyists are not subjecting their
plants to their own fast, hectic pace
of life. “We come home from work,
look over our plants, and they havent
made any outstanding advances since
last night — so something is wrong
with the mix or they need more food.
Increase something. Well, a plant
needs time to perform its cycle of
growth, according to its plan. When
you force any phase of growth, you
throw the functions of this plant out
of balance and it has no choice but
to try to correct what you did to it.

“Have you examined a plant that
you have pampered, forced into extra,
lush growth and bloom? It looks
beautiful on the outside and maybe
you won ribbons. Was this normal
growth for this variety? Something
had to give. Was it vitality, repro-
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duction (including healthy seeds), or
what? Fine for a show, but don’t use
it for hybridizing or seed raising.”

Plant a begonia in a porous, hum-
usy mix; feed it regularly, alternating
high-nitrogen and high potash food,
with  occasional  high-phosphorous
food. Give temperature, humidity, and
light to its liking, and let the begonia
take over from there.

Serratipetala: Don Stephenson of
Packakariki, New Zealand, grew two
plants in three-inch pots this winter
(summer in the U.S.), letting them
nearly wilt before rewatering. They
did very well till a cloudy week dur-
ing spring which did not let them
dry out quickly enough—so no more
plants. Don says that Bob Lowe, a
member in Wellington, grows this one
in the Botanical Gardens and finds a
problem, too—it grows too fast and
too big! Last season he had a ten-
inch by four-inch area covered by
serratipetala alone, superb. Don would
say warm and humid for this one,

Grow with MAGAMP

A revolutionary new
one-time  fertilizer

Non-burning . Non-leaching

Controlled release
up to two years

Distributed by

| Neil A. Maclean Co.

Offices
San Francisco Los Angeles
1536 Industrial Way 9846 E. Alpaca St.
Belmont, Calif. El Monte, Calif.

rather than cool as some have found.

Masoniana: Don also would trans-
late Barbara Walker’s “cultural lack”
as a cause for dormancy in ‘Iron
Cross” into “lack of temperature and
climate control”. He has held it over
New Zealand winters on his porch,
and it has always gone semi-dormant
and has always come back to life.
He does hold water back severely, as
Barbara does.

Scharffi: Elizabeth Decroo of Tar-
entum, Pennsylvania, was watching
buds on her scharffi and keeping
hands off the water pot so as not to
lose the flowers — “They are so
touchy about wet feet and soggy soil.”

‘White Mountain’: Robert Shatzer
of Albright, West Virginia, described
this cane as one that does not get
huge — one of Mrs. Praetorius’ hy-
brids. She developed the whole Syl-
van series, and ‘Midnight Melody’.

Echinosepala: A stinker to grow and
can be hard to root, Robert observes.

To join a robin, write:

Mgrs. CARRIE KAREGEANNES,
Round Robin Director
3916 Lake Boulevard
Annandale, Virginia, 22003

YOUR AD IN THIS SPACE
WOULD BE READ BY
MORE THAN 2,000
INTERESTED GROWERS

BUXTON CHECK LIST
OF BEGONIAS

A reference book for identification and
origin of begonias.

An aid to hybridizers to check on pre-
viously registered names.

Price $6.00 (In Calif. add 24¢ sales tax)
Order from:

TERRY OLMSTED, Librarian
1926 E. Mission Road
Fallbrook, Calif. 92028
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LET'S GET DOWN TO CASES
By Bee Orson

Members of the American Begonia
Society are seeking information, speci-
fic, detailed information, constantly,
continuously. This is a statement of
fact proven by letters received over a
long period of time by every office
and every department of the Amer-
ican Begonia Society. These letters
come from almost everywhere.

Begonia growers want answers,
now, and what cannot be answered to-
day, they surely want tomorrow. I be-
lieve we can supply these answers. 1|
believe we should all join in an honest
effort to do our part to answer these
needs of members of our society.

New begonia members are seeking
advice on raising begonias from seed,
cuttings, leaves, divisions, on where
to buy plants, tubers, seeds, proper
potting mixes, fertilizers, pest con-
trols, proper containers, whether to
grow out-of-doors, in the lath-house
or greenhouse, or on the window sill.
Articles covering these questions have
appeared in The Begonian in past is-
sues and new members should be
encouraged to make use of the library
to find these answers. Future plans
of our Begonian include new articles
covering these questions. General
questions and general answers.

But our letters are suggesting more
specific knowledge about specific be-
gonias, the history of the begonia,
whether it is a species or a hybrid,
where it came from, when and how to
grow it, where to obtain it. These
members would like all this informa-
tion together with a picture of the
begonia.

This brings up the question — just
which begonia grower should record
this information and furnish this pic-
ture. There are many qualified grow-
ers who could do this, and probably
would do this. This would be a ter-
rific task for one or even a committee
of growers to tackle. And even then,
would they be able to report every
little detail about a certain begonia
if they had not lived with it daily

3

over a long period of time? Knowing
a beﬁonia is like knowing a person,
you have to live with it and love it
and have patience with its little idio-
syncrasies, provide its requirements,
and if you care enough you will be
rewarded with a specimen plant.

Who can supply this information?
I think I know. Let’s see what you as
fellow members think of the idea.

At the last begonia show you at-
tended, weren't there specimen plants
that thrilled you to behold? Werent
you surprised to see some begonias
that you admired grown into such
lovely plants? Didn’t you enter a
plant that brough oh’s and ah’s from
visitors? Weren't you overwhelmed
by the questions and comments? The
comments made you happy, and the
questions were easy to answer, be-
cause you knew that begonia, didn’t
you? Well, there is your answer.

I suggest this — that the Branches
of the American Begonia Society have
the trophy winners at their shows
report on the begonias that won the
trophies. The Branch perhaps can
provide the pictures. But each grower
is the one who can supply in detail
the life of that particular begonia and,
in most cases, can probably provide
the history. If help is needed on the
history that can be provided. But if
each trophy winner would record the
history of that plant from the time
he obtained it as a plant, cutting, or
seed, to the minute the trophy was
awarded, then we would have the
right kind of an answer for our search-
ing, seeking begonia growers every-
where. ’

What do you think? Is this the an-
swer to the case of “How do we grow
that begona?”

If your answer is “yes”, then do this:
at your next begonia show, take that
picture, get that member to record
the fact about that begonia, and send
the story to your Editor for a future
Begonian issue.

Patronize Our Advertisers
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A. B. S. EXPANSION
IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST

By Ricuarp R. HamMonDp
Northwest Editor

Here in the Puget Sound region
of the Pacific Northwest there is a
rapidly expanding interest in be-
gonias. The climate is ideal for be-
ganias, and many people have at
least a few in their yards. With this
great interest, it stands to reason that
organized clubs of begonia growers
will show an increase in membership.

The Seattle Branch of the Ameri-
can Begonia Society has been in op-

eration for several years. It has had

its ups and downs in membership,
but for the past four years has av-
eraged more than sixty people present
at each meeting. Because members
were drawn from the entire metro-
politan area, some of them had to
drive twenty miles or more to at-
tend meetings. Also, with increased
growth, the meeting hall was be-
coming too small.

These conditions led some mem-
bers to consider forming a new
Branch of the Amreican Begonia So-
ciety, and a few who lived on the
east side of Lake Washington believed
that this area offered the greatest
opportunity. Here was a suburban
community which ‘included several
small incorporated towns. Most of the
homes were fairly new and most of the
owners were interested in gardening
and beautifying their surroundings.

To compile a list of possible mem-
bers for the new organization, names
were taken from the guest book from
the Seattle Branch show, and those
who lived in this area were contacted
by mail in the form of a news bulle-

-tin and in person. Other sources of
contacts were nurseries and garden
stores. Local newspapers gave pub-
licity to the enterprise. Through much
work by several persons led by Mar-
tin and Nola Emrick, a nucleus was
brought together for the first meeting.
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From this start, there is now a
flourishing Branch of the American
Begonia Society — the Eastside
Branch, in Bellevue, Washington.

Now groundwork is being laid for
a new Branch in the southern part of
the Seattle metropolitan area. With
help from both established groups, it
is hoped that this new Branch can
be chartered early in 1967.

What are some of the problems re-
sulting from expansion?

The most noticeable result is the
drawing-off of members from the es-
tablished Branch. While this is not
so evident at first as some members
hold dual memberships, when renewal
time comes, many decide to join the
new group when it is closer to their
homes. To offset the loss of these
members, greater effort must be used
to solicit new members.

Another possible problem can be
resentment between the Branches —
although we have not had that dif-
ficulty. There must be no attempt by
the older group to try to “run” the
new organization. When new Branch-
es are organized, it must be recog-
nized that they must make their own
way. Initial help and advice will be
welcome, but from then on they
should be on their own.

There are a number of advantages
to expansion. For one thing, it in-
creases the strength of the American
Begonia Society. And there are many
things that Branches can cooperaté
in doing, putting on shows and plant
sales, producing culture bulletins, etc.
Furthermore, the competition between
the various groups should make all
strive to do better jobs.

There is a healthy growth here in
the Northwest. Hopefully, it will not
stop at three Branches of the Ameri-
can Begonia Society.
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THE POTTING SHED
781 Gravel Pike (Rt. 29)
Graterford, Penn. 19426

BEGONIAS
EXOTIC HOUSE PLANTS

“SO SAY THE EXPERTS”
By Ruth Pease

lllustrated. Information on begonias,
ferns, fuchsias, other shade plants, and

landscaping.

Also, the author’s personal observa-
tion and experience on growth habits

of many begonias and ferns.

Price: $2.00 plus 15¢ handling charge.

California residents add 8c sales tax.

MRS. WALTER W. PEASE, JR.
8101 Vicksburg Avenue
Los Angeles, Calif. 90045

BEGONIANS for
First BEGONIANS published by the
American Beginia Society (in mimeo-

graph form and now out of print).

To be made available at a cost of

$6.00 for the four years.

A limited number of copies will be
mimeographed. Be sure you are one of

the lucky ones.

Send your check to:

TERRY OLMSTED, Librarian
1926 East Mission Road
Fallbrook, California, 92028

1934-35-36-37

American Begonia Society
INSIGNIA PIN
for Begonia Society Members
PRICE $3.00
SEND YOUR ORDER TO:
Everett Wright

302 West 33rd Street
Hawthorne, Calif. 90251
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UNUSUAL PARK SIGN

The Brighton Corporation Parks
Department (England) is known fai
and wide for its magnificent flower
beds. Last year, however, the garden
surrounding the illuminated fountain
in Old Steine was rather bare looking.
After numerous inquiries, the depart-
ment erected several signs near the
garden to let the public know the root
of the trouble. The signs read:

“The Parks Department apologizes
for the lack of flowers in these beds.
The local pigeons appear to regard the
flower buds as salad to accompany the
food generously donated by the pass-
ing public.”

—From TReEEs MACGAZINE.

RARE AND UNUSUAL FERNS

Shipped direct to you
Send 10c for list

LEATHERMAN'S GARDENS

Department B

2637 N. Lee Avenue
South El Monte, Calif. 91733

Specializing in Begonias
SAYBROOK LANDSCAPE
& GARDEN CENTER

1363 Boston Post Road
0ld Sayhrook, Conn. 06475

Send for our free list
“PETE” FRATUS PEGCY FRATUS

LIQUID PLANT FOOD 10-15-10
7 DROPS to a quart of water __—— —/ \
“starts and feeds” all plants —~
—— - —_Available at {/
/

/. = our store  /
or send 50t E /
PLANT SHINE CO., Div. of SCHULTZ' CO. (

Leaf Food

_ Plant Stimulant
You'll Tell your friends about FAB-U-GRO
Contains gibberellic acid and balanced fertilizers. Spray
philodendrons, African violels, gloxinias, begonias, gera-
niums, iris, roses, evergreens, and other indoor and outdoor
plants for amazing results. FREE PUMP SPRAYER, Jumbo size

bottle. Send $2 to:

FAB-U-GRO Gardening Co., Box 1404 Reading, Pa.
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ADRIAN SCHMIDT . . .
(Continued from Page 24)

2 inch leaves, often double spiraled,
fire held high on long, green stems
covered with red hair. The center
zone of the leaf’s underside is red,
while the outer zone is apple green
bordered with a half-inch red margin.
On the upper leaf, very dark green
surrounds the sinus while the center
zone is light silver gray with irregular
bands of dark green covered with sil-
ver spots. It is very robust and makes
a well-rounded specimen.

B. ‘Joel Gillingwators’, from the
same seed pod as B. ‘Lakewood’, is
one of my favorites, being a very love-
‘ly rex with a plain, long, ovate, point-
ed leaf lobed one-fourth of its diame-
ter, making a very hardy, full plant
which is apparently trouble-free. It
holds its leaves through the winter.
The upper side of the leaf is mainly
grey-green with the vein area pro-
nounced with dark green. The veins
are light green, and the leaf is bor-
dered with a green margin. On the

nderside of the leaf the main area is
light green with red veins, surround-
ed by a wide area of red. A one-half
inch border of the same red margins
the leaf.

GREEN HILLS NURSERY
Exotic & Hardy Ferns — Begonlas

Open Saturdays and Sundays
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. or by appointment
2131 Vallejo Street St. Helena, Calif.
Mrs. E. Bolduc

BEGONIAS, GERANIUMS, EXOTICS
FERNS, OXALIS, CACTI, HERBS -

Over 1500 Listed
CATALOG WITH COLOR-25¢

LOGEE'S GREENHOUSES

(Est. 1892)
55 North Street, Danlelson, Connecticut, 06239

THE BEGONIA HOUSE
2320 Coronet Place, Jackson, Miss. 38204
Mrs. L. W. Wille
Over 300 Varieties of
Begonias, Many New
10c For List Appreclated

ANTONELLI BROTHERS
2545 Capitola Road
Santa Cruz, California, 95062

36-page color catalog 25 cents

TALNADGE'S FERN GARDENS
Exotic Ferns—Rare and Unusual Varieties
Large selection of old & new Adiantums

Retail only—Price list on request

354 “G" St., Chula Vista, Calif. 92010

Gloxinias—African Violets—Begonias
Varieties which thrive under
fluorescent light
New Catalog — 25¢

KARTUZ GREENHOUSES

Dept.. B, — 92 Chestnut Street
Wilmington, Massachusetts 01887

The Complete Indoor Light Garden!
ADD-A-SHELF PLANT GROWER

Write today for FREE literature plus
Neas' Garden Cupboard catalog.

NEAS GROWERS SUPPLY CO.
Box 8773, Greenville, S.C. 29604

1966-67 CATALOG WITH COLOR 50c

Listing 200 Begonias—450 Geraniums
000 other varieties of plants
Fuchsias, Cacti, lvy, Ferns, Herbs, & misc.
other plants, foliage, flowering and vines.

MERRY GARDENS
Camden, Maine, 04843

SHADE PLANTS
(No list or shipping)

PATIO PLANTS
4036 Moore Street

Located half way between Centinela & Lincoln
Blvds. Half block south of Washington Blvd.

r Los Angeles, California 90066

PAUL P. LOWE

BEGONIAS — ORCHIDS — BROMELIADS
Wholesale and Retail
New Price List Now Ready

23045 S. W. 123 Road, Goulds, Florida 33170
1 Block E. of U.S. Hwy. #1
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HEINLEIN NURSERY

19395 S. W. 248th Street, (Dept. B-1), Homestead, Florida, 33030

SPECIALS --- $1.00 Each postpaid

BEGONIAS — Rex — Many varieties, 3-inch pot size. 2 for $1.00
Rhizamatous — ‘Edith M' — 4-inch pot size.

BROMELIADS — Specials on plants of much better values,
because of lost name tags.

FERNS — Small, rare ferns, raised from spores. 3-inch pot size.
Tectaris heracilorformis.
Polypodium phyllitidis (strap fern).

PLANTS FOR HANGING BASKETS — Plectranthus sp. (under side of
leaves purple). South Pacific.
Pilea involucrata. Peru.
“Friendship plant”. Quilted red-brown leaves.

FOLIAGE HOUSE PLANTS — Dieffenbachia x memoria corsii. Gray
with green veins and white spots.
Hoffmannia ghiesbreghetii — Mexico — velvet-bronze.

ORCHIDS — Mounted species orchids (un-named) on tree fern slabs.
Also cuttings of vanilla orchid (unrooted).

VINES — Cissus discolor. Java. Purple and silver. Sometimes
called “begonia vine”. ,
Tradescantia species. Several unusual kinds to choose
trom. Plants: $1.00. Cuttings: 2 for $1.00.

AROIDS — Philodendrons. Many kinds to choose from. Tip cuttings
with aerial roots. 2 for $1.00.
Bulbs of amorphaphallus sp. 2 for $1.00.

PALMS — Seedlings of Ptychosperma elegans. “Solitaire Palm”.
Chrysalidocarpus lutescens. “‘Feather Palm”.

DRACAENA — Small plants of cordyline marginata. Very colorful.

12 PLANTS OF THE ABOVE FOR $10.00
6 PLANTS (Extra plant, our choice) for $5.00

Please send a stamped self-addressed envelope for 4 extra
special lists for Januvary and February combined.




-REPORT OF A.B.S.
BOARD MEETING

| A special meeting of the Board of Di-
‘ectors of the American Begonia Society
was called to order by President Everett
Wright at 2:30 p. m. Sunday, December
3, in the South Gate Auditorium. Roll was
called with twelve officers and ten Branches
reporting.

President Wright presented the problem
for which this special meeting had been
called, a discussion of the Dr. Creighton
fund.

According to the minutes of the annual
meeting September 3, the original amount
asked for was $500.00 The Western Penn-
sylvania Branch donated $100.00 to start
; the project, then the American Begonia
t Society voted to advance $200.00, to be
‘replaced as donations are made from mem-
"bers and Branches. To date we have col-
lected $251.00 and the amount of $1.49 is
still required to fulfill our obligation.

It was emphasized that all money for
the Dr. Creighton fund should be sent to
the A. B. S. Treasurer.

A letter from Michael Kartuz regarding
the Eastern Regional Convention was read.
\[he Board approved holding the convention
his year, pending further details, but stip-
ulated that it be called a meeting and not
a convention.

Walter Barnett, Treasurer, brought up
the business of reproduction of old Be-
gonians. Orders and money for these
should be sent to the Librarian.

(This report condensed from minutes
supplied by the Secretary.)

RUMMAGE SALE IN MARCH
A rummage sale to raise money for

the American Begonia Society. is-

planned for March, the exact dates
to be announced later. All Branches,
please save rummage for this sale.
ALICE MARTIN,
Ways and Means Chairman.

“THE BEGONIAN"
Advertising rates

Once  Monthly
Full Page ....ccccooeveee.. $30.00 $25.00
Half Page ........ ..... 18.50 15.00
Quarter Page .. .. 10.00 8.50
Per Inch ..civncan - 3.00 2.50

CALENDAR

Feb. 2 — Westchester Branch: Two
members will be speakers. Opal
Ahern will tell about growing un-
der lights, and Ruth Pease will
tell about hybridizing begonias.

Feb. 8 — Inglewood Branch: Henry
Zepeda, representing MagAmp fer-
tilizer, will be guest speaker. He
will acquaint members with a type
of fertilizer that lasts six months.
A member will give a short study
on some plant.

Feb. 10 — Philobegonia Branch: Con-
tinuing 1967 study of star leaf be-
gonias, this month’s program will be
on B. fuscomaculata. Meeting will
be at noon, at home of Mrs. W.
Albert Fox, 18 Gilmore Avenue,
Merchantville, New Jersey.

Feb. 10 — San Gabriel Valley Branch:
The program will be “Landscapin
with Shade Plants” with Mrs. Syl-
via Leatherman as guest speaker.
A plot plan will be given to each
person attending the meeting.

Feb. 16 — Foothill Branch: This will
be the first in a series of programs
dealing with the propagation, grow-
ing, and care of begonias and ferns.

Feb. 17 — North Long Beach Branch:
Fifth birthday celebration, with pot-
luck dinner at 6:30 p.m. Guest
speaker will be Dorothy Behrends,
A. B. S. Identification Garden Di-
rector.

Feb. 24 — Redondo Area Branch:
Henry Zepeda of the Neil A. Mclean
Co. will talk on soil fumigation,
MagAmp fertilizer, and pest control.

March 2 — Westchester Branch: Hen-
ry Zacharda will speak on “Bromeli-

ads”.
March 2 — Whittier Branch: Rudolf
Ziesenhenne, A.B.S. Nomenclature

Director, will speak on “Begonias”.
He will furnish the plant table.

Patronize Qur Advertisers
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Return Requested
10331 S. Colima Road
Whittier, California 90604

SPOONIT
FLOWER FOOD

Send Post Card for Information and Sample

PLANTSMITH

Box 818 Palo Alto, Calif. 94302

Fresh New Crop
REX HYBRID BEGONIA SEED

$1.00 per packet

RUDOLF ZIESENHENNE
1130 N. Milpas St., Santa Barbara, Calif. 93103

log.

4111 - 242nd St., Walteria, Calif. 90505
TUBEROUS BEGONIAS

COMPLETE ‘SELECTION OF BEGONIAS
AND SHADE PLANTS
FUCHSIAS — CAMELLIAS — FERNS
OPEN DAILY
Complete Nursery & Garden Supply Shop
1¥2 Miles E. of Redondo Beach
Hi-Way 101

DISCARDED TUBES for PATIOS
and TUBE-HOUSES
GRO-LUX LAMPS — BLACK LIGHT

All sizes of lamps and fixtures
FLUORESCENT TUBE SERVICE
10824 §. Broadway - Los  Angeles, Calif.
Phone: PL 6-1100

BEGONIAS
HOUSE and GARDEN PLANTS
Send for List — 10¢

MRS. BERT ROUTH

Lovisburg, Mo. 6-5685 |
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