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mailed to all members of the Society; and
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Newcomers in Tenbyten
By ELSA FORT

WHEN a stranger comes to the door
one never knows the .pleasure the future
may hold from a rare friendship thus ac-
corded. And so it has been with so many
of the new Begonias which have found
welcome in Tenbyten. Many of them
are so happy, but others just sulk and
perhaps are homesick for their homeland
with a far different atmosphere and sun-
shine. During the past few years there
have been several new cultivars, as well
as species, which have been raised very
successfully in Tenbyten.

Begonia 'Kumwha' grew to be such a
huge plant-leaves about nine inches in
diameter and the flowers on sixteen-inch
stems towering over the plant, many
times four and five sprays loaded with the
lovely pink bloom with apple green
ovaries along the stem just like clusters
of pink jewels. The new leaves are very
beautiful-a rich red and very deeply
pointed, and the new growth along the
rhizome and from the root is very lush.
'Kumwha' really has everything one can
desire in an Eastern environment. It is
not a bit difficult nor demanding in its
care.

B. 'Silver Jewel,' one of the new babies
of Susie Zug, is very. happy here in the
East. Imperialis always left its habitation
after a very short while, and pustulata
Silver was never too robust, but 'Silver
Jewel' has all the outstanding worthwhile
lovely traits of both plants and is very
easily grown under the gray skies of the
winters here in the East and has very
good stamina and substance.

B. 'Sir Percy,' while not new, is a won-
derful plant for the spot requiring gray
foliage and is a very sturdy, good grower,
and not the least bit fussy, and never
seems to attract any of the pests so many
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begonias do. 'Ricky Minter' is simply
lovely, but is prone to lose its curls during
the days· when there is little sunshine.
Perhaps it requires lots of sunlight and I
have found that it is rather particular
about consistent watering and likes some
manure tea periodically.

B. 'May Drew' is particularly satisfac-
tory. The star leaves of its parent, rei-
chenheimi, are rather small and have the
beautiful coloring of that parent, but
shaft stems like 'Paul Bruant.' The plant
is very compact and a very neat grower,
very colorful and the bloom held well
above the plant. The color of the flowers
isa very deep pink, and it is being a
very profuse bloomer, gives rare color on
the dull days of February and March.

A begonia simply numbered 27 came
to the East when our Eastern Vice-Presi-
dent visited California. The parents are
unknown -to us, but the plant is a beau-
tiful specimen in any collection and
grows well under house conditions. It
requires very little attention and will
thrive under the same conditions that
many of the old tried varieties take.

B. 'Pebble Lane' is very happy in the
Eastern climate, grows rather slowly, but
holds its color and lovely leaves very
well, even without the strong light which
is necessary to bring out the color and
sheen of the leaves.

B. longibarbata is one of the most
satisfactory begonias which it has been
my pleasure to welcome to Tenbyten.
The newness of this begonia is not known
but it really has everything that one can
wish for in a plant. First of all the color
is such a fresh rich green, with a lovely
red sinus, and it grows very compact and
does not get leggy. It blooms continu-
ously and is very neat for it does not
drop the dead bloom as do the semps.
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It sets seed very readily and is easy to
germinate.

B. 'Iron Cross' is rather temperamental
-very lovely but rather difficult. It re-
Quires little or no sunshine, for the cross
lades out if the sun finds it. Watering is
the main problem with 'Iron Cross'-too
much and the plant will develop root-rot,
tOO little will cause a dry brown papery
edge to the leaves. The plant must be
studied to find its requirements for the
best growing. However, vivid green with
the beautiful brown cross on the Pebbly
leaf of a healthy 'Iron Cross' gives one
t'1e thrill of a beautiful unesual plant rh:lt
is really breathtaking in its re3.1beauty.
It does merit getting ,yell acquainted
with, and like so many new folks in life
just grows on you till you feel it is really
a part of your daily life.

B. 'Cool Waters,' a rhizomatous, is very
easily grown, and the dark green leaves
hanging over the pot's edge are very
beautiful, having a satin sheen and the
darkest green shade. I did not let mine
bloom for I wanted the foliage instead of
the bloom. I have found that sometimes
it rewards one to grow just for foliage,
especially in the rhizomatous, for the
plant needs so long to recover its beauty
after having bloomed during the Winter
months. So I do the pinching stunt.

The rex which have come to me from
California via our VP have been very
lovely. Do not know the names of many
b'.lt B. 'Charlotte Hoak' was particularly
beautiful, but did have to go to sleep
this late Winter-however it is coming
to life again and requjred only a few
weeks of rest. One rex in particular has
been quite a joy-do rot know the name,
but it has the most beautiful red h1iry
stems and the darl<;:est!<reen leaves with
almost aqua blue marl<;:ings.The leaves
are 2bout ten inches IoEg and, abO'..ltsix
inches wide, very sturdy ;nd not the least
bit difficult. Dc rot know the origin, but
like so many of the rex they are just
lovely plants with no names, and such a
reward in the begonia collection.

Another cnltivar which is very satis-
factory is B. 'Phoebe Mather.' This be-
Fonia is rhizomatous bc:lt very close to
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the pot with small rhizomes. One parent
being rnazae the dark coloring is present,
but the other, 'Paul Bruant,' has been the
source of the lovely shape of the leaves.
This plant is very happy in the shade of
the overhanging tall plants. 'Phoebe
Mather' is not particular about watering
nor does it require any particular at-
tention.

Iµ The Begonian and in the supple-
ments to the Check List there are so
many newcomers-which never find their
way'to the Eastern grower and which do
sound so thrilling. Seems that we have
the old standbys as our predominant pos-
sessions. Personally I raise all that I can
from seed from the seed fund and some
times I spot a new begonia in a glass-
house I may be visiting. But plants from
seed are so slow to grow to worthwhile
plants, and many times do not come true
to the name. While leaves are much
quicker still one does have to wait seems
a real eternity, no matter how much fun
and love goes into the growing. I have
lots of small newcomers in 'renbyten,
b'Jt they have not been my friends and
guests long enough for me to tell if
they will be tried and true friends, or
whether they will be just a real headache.
However I know that the information
given by the American Begonia Society
as to parentage of the cultivars and the
habitat of the species will be of real value
when the Newcomers move to us in the
East and will make their home a very
happy and pleasant one. The welcome
will be so sincere.

--B--

The Tragedy of It
Alas for him, das for it,

Alas for you and I!
When this I think I raise my wit

To dry my weeping eye.
ALDEN CHARLES NOBLE

The night is a close-shut bud,
That holdeth fast alway,

The bloom of the morn to be,
The flower of the coming day.

The folded flower of the day,
ADAH LOUISE SUTTON
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Begonias fat Amateurs--Branch Program Idea
By MRS.ERNESTJONES

To PROMOTEinterest in growing plants
in the house the Pennsylvania Horticul-
tural Society, cooperating with the Phila-
delphia Flower Show, had a class for
amateur horticulturists as follows: "One
begonia to be grown by the exhibitor
from a rooted cutting supplied by the
Society before October 1st." These rooted
cuttings were given to the growers in
September or early October with the sti-
pulation that they were to be shown-no
matter how handsome a plant or how
empty a pot-at the Show in March.

The class was well filled as fifteen
plants of B. 'Medora' were shown by
members of the Downington Garden
Club, Drexel Hill Garden Club and the
Wissahickon Garden Club. Fourteen
plants of B. 'Preussen' weJe shown by
members of the Berwyn Garden Club,
the Germantown Garden Club, the Weed-
ers, the Trevose Horticultural Society and
the Valley Garden Club. The members
of the Valley Garden Club also grew six
plants of B. Thurstoni.' Eleven plants
of B. 'Bow-Nigra' were shown; nine of
this eleven were shown by members of

the Margaret Gruenbaum Branch of
A.B.S. who won the first, second and
third awards in this section.

It is especially gratifying to notice how
many clubs had members sufficiently in-
terested in begonias to enter this class;
in fact the Society was so surprised at
the number of entries that root cuttings
were ordered more than once. With sixty
entries they closed the class. All plants
shown had good color and showed that
they had had careful attention all win-
ter; B. Thurstoni' was a bit lanky as
young specimens of this plant are likely
to be, B. 'Bow-Nigra' showed a little
while the 'Preussens' and 'Medoras' made
attractive small plants.

It is noteworthy that all- these plants
were grown in the house which does go
to show that one does not have to have
a greenhouse to produce a fine plant.
Mrs. Ballard, who runs a greenhouse
commercially as well as for pleasure,
says that she keeps her favorite plants in
the house as she feels that they get more
individual attention and seem to do bet-
ter.

Maddox Team Honored
EVERYyear for the past decade the River-
side Branch has participated in the Arbor
Week celebration and has planted a tree
in honor of a past president or promi-
nent member of the branch. This year a
silver maple tree was planted on the
grounds of a new school in honor of Mr.
and Mrs. Rowland Maddox, both past
presidents of the branch.

The Maddox team, although raising
begonias for just a few years, have a fabu-
lous collection of nearly one thousand
plants in their glasshouse and patio-all
of them "show" plants. They have in-
stalled displays in the Los Angeles
County Fair, Orange Show, Riverside
Flower Show, and Del Mar - always
bring home the blue ribbons, trophies,

and sweepstakes. Riverside is honored
to have them as branch members.

In the first row, left to right, are Mrs.
Ethel Prior, who made the dedication,
Mr. Cind MH. Maddox, Mrs. Dorothy
Cordell, our president, and Ml'. Cordell.
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'Wh_atThe Begonian Means to Me
By HERBERTH. WARRICK
Member, Seattle Branch

HAVE you ever taken a "philosophic to local friends, built her a I e a n - t a
look" at the American Begonia Society greenhouse, and filled it with so many
and its services? plants she couldn't get in after they

Well, recently I did for the first time, started growing a lit~le. While. I pre-
and in looking through the back issues ferred all of the fohage begonIas, she
of The Begonian, I find evidence that wanted general house and g~rden plants.
others occasionally have done the same. I have won out temporanly, and she

f . . . b will continue to be swamped with sev-o course, thIS IS a contlnuous pro - I h d db' '1 I b 'ld
f ffi f . era un re egoOlas untl can tillem or the a cers a our parent SOClety. h h

Th h· h I' f h .. d anot er green ouse.e Ig qua Ity ate organIzatlon an H d' II f h' d. ... owever urlllg a a t IS granIts pubhcatlOn IS ample proof that they " f 'I . d I .
"are doin an excellent 'ob. game a ~xp oratlOn an p au,t wowlOg,

g ,J "a real senous and sober reahzatlon has
By the term 'philosophic look, I come to us that we now have a most

mean an e~amination of the ~bjectives satisfying and healthful hob b Y t hat
of the .Soclety, ~nd. an analYSIS of all should carryon well into our retirement;
the .serv1Ce~that I.t gIves to th~ members. which is about eight years away.

SlOce thIS partlcular s~ory IS based ~n Finding the current issues of The
the value of !he B~goman to me, I WIll Beg 0 n ian so interesting, I purchased
report on thIS serVIce only. every available back issue from Mrs.

My first contact with this magazine Sault, the A.B. S. Librarian. Then I em-
was in November, 1954, when Mr. Neill barked on an indexing program that gave
D. Hall, who is a member of the Seattle me almost as many begonia names as the
Begonia Society, showed it to me. Even Buxton Check List. In addition, I sep-
though it looked awfully small, I recog- arated the titles of all of the articles of
nized that it contained information that the magazine into subjects such as cul-
would be of interest to my wife. She ture, hybridizing, seed growing, soils,
11ad been growing various house plants troubles, etc.
all of her life without knowing any more I did this rather mechanica:Ily at first,
than some were cacti, others were ivies, and it wasn't until recently that I real-
orDers were some kind of begonia, etc ized I wasn't "seeing the woods because
I also had an inherited interest in plants, of the trees." I heard the question-
but my knowledge was even less than what good are the American Begonia
hers. Society and The Begonian to members of

I gave Mr. Hall the $2.50 to get the the Seattle Branch when this area spe-
magazine as a Christmas present for my cializes in tuberous begonias, and the
wife. I thought it would help her sepa- California people write mostly about all
rate some of the plants by name. types of the foliage begonias?

Out of curiosity, I started reading the I couldn't answer this completely, be-
issues as they arrived, and soon it was cause I had been very happy and occu-
1 who was looking forward to each new pied with all of the information about
copy. You can JUSt about guess the re- the fibrous, canes, rhizomatous, etc. How-
mainder of the story. I was the one who ever, this question started me off on
was most severly bitten by the hobby. I a new analysis and searcn program that
dragged my wife to nearly every meeting has prepared me for answering almost
of the Seattle Begonia Society, hauled her any question about the parent Society,
to every greenhouse I could find, took its officers, members, and publications. I
her on man y plant-hunting vis its My indexes are not yet complete, but I
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have already determined wh~t The Be-
gontan means to me.

Here are a few of the outstanding
features and benefits that I have seen
so far. I am sure that other members
can build up this list to many times the
size:

1. It provides a rather complete history"
of every Branch that is active and
interested enough to send in re-
ports on their activities.

2. It contains good articles about al-
most every type of companion plant
that either tuberous or foliage be-
gonia growers can wish for. To
me, foliage begonias are all of the
non-tuberous types.

3. Members from every section of the
nation and world can and do send
in stories of their experiences on all
types of plants that are normally
encountered by the begonia grower.

4· Over a period of a year of two, every
subject is quite well covered by
bot h professional and amateur
members.

5· The volume of material on tuberous
and foliage begonias and all other
types of plants is justified by the
number of members who grow and
write about them. For story ma-
terial, the tuberous begonias ar~
handicapped in not having the large
volume of named cultivars that the
foliage types do. However, for cul-
ture and discussion of flower types,
they are very well covered.

6. Any shortage of material on any
subject is caused only by the leth-
argy of the members in sending in
"rtides, and not because of a short-
coming of the parent Society.

7. By properly filing the magazines and
indexing the information they con-
tain with a personal choice of head-
ings, every question can be an-
swered.

These divisions may include sub-
jects such as soils, seed growing,
cutting, culture, hybridizing, water-
ing, feeding, protection and exper-
iences with diseases and pests, prun-
ing, potting, supplies, etc.
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8. A personally prepared index also
provides a record of the many writ-
ers who send in artides periodically,
and a sort of a pleasant one-sided
acquaintance develops between the
writers and reader.

In those cases where the reader
is personally acquainted with the.
writer, it is extra pleasant to read
the stories. For me, this applies to
articles by Marie Turner, Susie Zug,
and Rudolph Ziesenhenne. They are
the only out-of-state contributors
that I have had the pleasure of
meeting. To read such- articles is
almost like a visit with these folks.

9.1t keeps all members in the nation
up-to-date on new plants, tools, and
procedures.

ro. By this faculty of "keeping current,"
it supplements any and all relaLed
texts, reference books, and other
periodicals.

I!. It provides a common source of con-
versational material for members
whenever they meet:

12.It generates new local ideas and in-
terests when members read about the
activities of the other- branches in
their respective environments.

13. It caters to the ever stimulating
human-interest factor by showing
photographs of members, our A.-
B. S. officers, gardens of members,
specimen plants, home-made green-
houses, I a t h houses, tube houses,
miscellaneous structures, s c e n e s
from, flower shows, etc.

14. For $2.5°, it now provides over 275
pages per year of text, stories, ex-
periences, records, and cur r e n t-
event material along with the very
necessary advertisements.

15. It provides a supply channel and
challenge to eve r y member who
likes to grow unusual plants. The
seed fund is extremely well handled
and valuable, but only those who
have tried this type of propagation
can appreciate its benefits. If vou
wish, it can stretch the usual spring

(Continued on Page 112)
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A FEW SPECIAL HINTS

Leaf Propagation of Begonia Rex
By W. \XTILLETTS, F.R.H.S.

the plant.) A leaf which is approxi-
mately 80 per cent mature, free from
disease, with well developed main veins,
and not unduly malformed (puckered)
is, in my opinion, one which will give
the best results. ""

And now to the preparation of the
leaf. The leaf is separated from the parent
plant by means of a sharp knife, one
inch of stem being retained on the leaf
itself. The selected leaf is scored across
in places on the underside, the cuts being
made part through a main vein. I do
not believe in treating the whole of the
veins in this manner as this, I am con-
fident, can only lead to the cutting off
of the sap which is necessary to keep the
leaf in a healthy condition until the
rootlets are formed. This may be one
of the reasons why some leaves tend to
die out during propagation.

The best plan is to ignore th~ two
lower veins, then cut one on the right,
miss the one on the left, and vice versa
until the necessary cuts have been made.
The underside of the leaf is then laid
flat on the medium, the short length of
stem being pushed into the surface in
order to allow it to derive a little mois-
ture for the leaf. Metal pegs are generally
required to ensure direct contact between
the cut portions and the medium, but
I do not think that these are a practical
proposition to use on such a tender
subject as the Rex leaf. Some growers
place pebbles on the leaf, others use
pieces of crock, but I think that the best
plan is to hold down the leaf by using
narrow strips of polythene.

Cut three or more strips of 1;4 inch
wide polythene (poly-ethelene) into
lengths sufficient to straddle the leaf at
all points, leaving a two inch overlap on
each side. Insert a IY2/2 inch wire nail
into each end of the polythene, place each
strip carefully across the leaf and then
push the nails (not too firmly) into the
compost. The cuts should, of course, be I

(Continued on Page 116)
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Now THAT the Begonia Rex is becoming
more and more popular perhaps a few
timely hints concerning the reproduction
of this delightful plant will not come
amiss. And, although I have no desire to
bore enthusiasts with the routine method
of selecting and preparing leaves for
propagation, I assume that many begin-
ners still fail to appreciate thoroughly
the finer points which "must be adhered
to if successful results are to be achieved.

The first concern is the rooting me-
dium, which, needless to say, should be
chosen with all due consideration to its
stabilization properties. A medium con-
sisting of three parts sand to one part
of peat should be preferred to one which
contains a goodly proportion of Vermic--
ulite, as this otherwise useful product
cannot be sufficiently stabilized to guar-
antee close contact between the medium
and the leaf. With the medium in situ,
thoroughly moistened, and the surface
made as level as practicable, it is ready
to receive the leaf.

The selection of the leaf should be
given every due consideration, keeping
in mind the fact that one which is too
old, diseased, or damaged in any way,
may not prove to be a good parent, (I
know that many choose to use such
leaves so as not to mar the beauty of

r04 THE BEGONIAN



Seeds, Seedlings and Hybrids
By DON HORTON

Mixed Houseplant Seeds
IF YOU want to have a lot of fun and
yet learn a lot about plants and plant
classification get a package of mixed
house plant seed. This is something that
I have been doing for years and each
time something different crops up.

Almost any seed dealer lists mixed
house plant seed but some of the seed
companies that deal in more varied plants
than just the usual flower and vegetable
seed will probably give you a greater
variety in the mix.

Use a soil mix that is heavy in humus
content-a good formula would be liz
leafmold, Y-4 peat moss, and Y-4 Sponge
Rok or coarse sand. Separate the larger
seeds from the fine seeds and sow the
larger ones in a flat, covering them with
about a quarter of an inch of soil mix-
ture. The fine seeds can be sowed on the
surface of the soil mix in another flat
or in a !JOt or two.

Do not cover these fine seeds but
merely press them in lightly with the
palm of your hand. Cover the flat or
pots of these fine seeds with a pane of
glass' for extra warmth and protection.

Place the flats in the house, garage,
or other protected spot, where they will
receive ample light but not a lot of direct
sun. Usually within a week the first
seedlings will start peeking through.
With experience you will recognize
many of the plants almost from the be-
ginning. Coleus, for example, come up
quickly and have characteristic seed leaves
that are half circles with a notch on the
outside of each one. If this isn't clue
enough, the true leaves that follow
quickly take on the typical coleus shape
and start to show some coloring almost
from the beginning.

Other seedlings give more reason to
ponder, even for the experienced grower.
As they get larger you will identify more
and more of them. Some will reach a
fair size and when you identify them

you will be surprised at the way it looked
as a seedling. And the next time you will
know it when it is in the seedling stage.

Some of the plants you will not be
familiar with. Some will bloom and you
still won't know what they are so you
can only identify them from asking other
"expertS," looking them up in books, and
so on.

As the seeds germinate and grow,
tranplant them to roomier quarters. Prick
Out the larger ones first and put them
into another flat, spacing them, or put
them into pOts. If you recognize some of
the plants you will, of course, have a
better idea of their wants and where to
grow-inside or out. You'll find, for ex-
ample, that many of the plants Easterners
consider houseplants, we consider as easy
to grow outside as weeds, and these can
be put outside almost at once. Freesias,
for example, will fall into this classifi-
cation.

The flat or pots of fine seeds must be
watched especially close for these fine
seedlings are more apt to be the choicest
house plants and can include such things
as African violets, gloxinias, begonias,
and even rarer things. They are also
slower growing, tinier plants, and must
be watered carefully lest they dry out
or are washed out when water is applied.
As they germinate and grow remove the
glass gradually day by day until they are
on their own.

If they are tOOthick-and they prob-
ably will be - transplant them into
another glass covered flat or pot, spacing
them farther apart. Here they can be left
until they attain a fair size and can then
be put into individual pots.

Although begonias are in their glory
during the summer months, they also face
their most troublous time. As a rule,
merely avoiding extremes will see them
through. as too much direct sunlight or
too much water can be lethal to even the
hardiest plant,
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THE "CAPE PRIMROSE"

Streptocarpus as a House Plant
By ALTA WESTOVER

Reprinted from the Gesneriad Journal

LOOKING for a "different" houseplant?
One with color blooms, rich foliage, easy
and happy growing habits? Just grow
a few Streptocarpus and you'll wonder
"how-come" you've missed knowing
about this cooperative little plant. Its
friendly name is "Cape Primrose" because
it originated around Capetown, South
Africa, and because the foliage resembles
that of a primrose. There are about 60
known species found in Africa, Madagas-
car and America. Four species especially
popular are S. rexi, S. dunni, S. Wend-
landi and S. saxorum. The latter, how-
ever, has a branching habit and leaves
utterly unlike those of a primrose.

The Streptocarpus is related to the
Gloxinia, being a member of the Ges-
neriaceae family, but instead of growing
from a tuber, it has fibrous roots and
propagates like an African Violet. New
plants may be started from leaf cuttings,
divisions of plants, as well as from seeds.
Just wheedle your neighbor into exchang-
ing a leaf of a different variety with you,
or you can even use a damaged leaf of
one of your favorites and start a new
plant. If you want to use the damaged
leaf, just cut· it off at the base of the
plant so that 1Y2 inches of stem remains,
and plant about an inch deep in damp
sand or in your favorite rooting medium.
If the leaf happens to be a long one,
awkward to handle, just snip off the top
half. Roots should form within two or
three weeks, at which time, transplant the
cuttings into a good growing medium.

We have tried several potting mixes,
all of them loose and rich. That'sthe nice
part of growing Streptocarpus; they are
not so particular as some of the other
gesneriads. We have used various com-
binations of leaf mold, regular peat moss
and dehydrated cow manure, but our last
mix seems especially satisfactory. This is
made up of three parts alder leaf mold,

two parts of compost and one part en-
riched peat moss.

The seeds of the Streptocarpus are
huskier than you'd think as they are so
very small. Plant them in December (or
even earlier) in finely sifted leaf mold
or in very fine vermiculite, or in good
African Violet soil mix with peat moss
added; we like leaf mold best. Sprinkle
seeds on top of the soil, do not cover,
and place a glass over the container to
conserve the moisture. Place the con-
tainer in a warm spot, but not in direct
sun. Be sure that the seeds never become
dry during the germination peri9d
(about 12 days) and if too much mois-
ture appears on the glass, keep wiped off
with a cloth. As soon as the sprouts ap-
pear, move the seedlings to more light
and raise the glass top for a few hours
each day to accustom the seedlings" to
ordinary room temperatures. When they
start crowding each other (and they grow
fast at this point) transplant into indi-
vidual small pots or into flats spacing
them about two inches apart. For this
first planting, many growers uSe a sandy
soil mixture with some peat moss added.

When the plants are' getting started,
keep them wann and in the shade, but
after they are well established, they tend
to get unhappy if the temperatures get
over 75 Fahrenheit. But they need more
light at this time and can even stand a
little sun. Watering is a problem for
some people; don't let them get com-
pletely dry, but don't overwater. Keep
water off the foliage and make sure there
is always good drainage in the pots.
Don't feed until blooms start to form,
and even then go lightly with the ferti-
lizer. We feed once a month with dilute
solutions of a highly concentrated
balanced liquid fertilizer. Greenhouse
grown plants bloom in about five.months.
It may take seven months for plants to
bloom that are grown in the home, but
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Begonias
Where to Plant Them in a Warm Climate

By RUDOLFZIESENHENNE

BEGONIAS,a family which includes plants
with delicate stems and leaves, heavy
wooded stems and leathery leaves, tuber-
ous roots with blossoms as large as plates,
have fascinated amateur growers in our
temperate zone for generations. Because
the plants are natives of the Philippines,
Mexico, Central America, South America,
India, and Africa, a natural assumption
is that they are from hot climates. Plant
explorers, however, have found these
moisture-loving plants on the shady side
of mountains, in caves, under trees, and
beside streams where the spray from wa-
terfalls keeps a constant humidity.

Begonias find it difficult to withstand
temperatures over 110 degrees.

Artificial conditions similar to the na-
tive habitat of begonias have enabled en-

give them plenty of light and it is pos-
sible for earlier flowering.

Streptocarpus can even be grown out-
side in some parts of the country, and
they do well from June until fall, but
they must be brought indoors bef~re the
frost hits rhem. We haven't given them a
fair trial as outside plants here in the
Pacific Northwest, but from time to time
some enthusiastic gardener tells of his
delight in having Cape Primroses blooVJ.-
ing all summer long in his shaded flower
bed. We pump all these growers for their
techniques and it appears that the plants
thrive outdoors if they are completely
protected from wind and direct sun.
These likeable plants demand light, mois-
ture, some shelter, a spray, if aphids
should attack them, and a little food once
a month. Cater to their needs and you
are rewarded with lovely blooms for
many months.

The flowers of the Cape Primrose re-
semble the gloxinia blooms but are
smaller. Sometimes people seeing them
for the first time will exclaim, "Look
at the beautiful petunias." Seven or eight
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lightened growers to maintain a great
'variety of begonias in warm climates.
Placed under trees or shrubs, even rober-
ous begonias have withstood the extreme
desert-like heat of the interior regions
of California; the respiration of the pro-
tecting plants keeps a zone of cool air
around the begonia and the surrounding
leaves of the hardier plants trapmois-
ture for the begonia.

The ideal temperature for begonias is
below 80 degrees. Higher temperature
or direct sun may cause the plant to give
off toO much water from the tissue of the
leaves and stems and the plant may col-
lapse. Putting the plants on the east or
north side of the house, or away from the
direct sun between 10 and 2 is found
helpful.

blooms appear at a time and come in
shades ranging from pale, pale pink to
deep purple. As the blooms fade, cut
them off at the base of the plant, other-
wise seed pods will form, discouraging
further blooming. In spite of this, I think
that whether you want to save your own
seed or not, you ought to let a seed pod
develop just to watch the fascinating
growth. Streptocarpus comes from the
Greek words streptos for twisted, and
carpus for fruit, and there you have it.
Remember that the seeds are very small,
so hold the pod over a piece of paper
when you harvest them or they may be
lost.

You will find Streptocarpus in an in-
creasing number of nurseries and flower
shops. \'<lhile the species are interesting
to grow, we think for sheer pleasure you
will like the hybrids with larger and
more frilled flowers. There will be a
period during the year, perhaps two to
four months, when your plants will not
bloom. But you will not mind, as the
velvety green leaves are worth leaving
the plants in a showy spot.
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BEGONIASERRATIFOLIAwas collected by
the writer in the central highlands of
New Guinea in 1954. A charming plant
making a solid bush 2 feet high and as
much through, it has, with its claret-
coloured flowers and vivid deep pink
spots on the wine-coloured leaves, be-
come quite popular in collections of the
genus.

What an easy, charming and diverse
race the wild plants of the family are.
Almost all of them ask for a minimum
temperature of 450 F., shade from scorch-
ing sun, and to be watered sparingly in
the winter months. Given these, s~rely
not very difficult conditions, they will
provide with their flowers, and brilliant
and diverse foliage, a picture of more
lasting beauty than most families of trop-
ical plants. Divided as they are into
four groups, the fibrous, tuberous, rhi-
zomatous and bulbous, it is not easy to
name the most outstanding.

My pride of place must go to that
lovely and still undescribed plant known
as the 'Iron Cross.' This was introduced
by the writer to European and American
cultivation six years ago, from Singa-
pore, and is in my opinion undoubtedly
a "good species," and is certainly one
of the easiest. Here it has been nearly
frozen, lost all its leaves, but has resur-
rected itself triumphantly in the spring.

'President Carnot' is still the best of
the old cane-stem varieties and its huge
hanging heads of deep pink flowers are
seen at their best if it can be allowed a
free root run. B. eVa1uiana is nearly
hardy and can be grown out of doors
in many parts of England, the bulbils
formed on the annually produced stems

Some Begonias at Chelsea Flower Show, 1958
By 1. MAURICEMASON

(from Journal of the Royal Horticultural
Society, by permission)

(M:. Mas?~ gOt a gold medal for his making, it an easy plant to increase.
begOnIa exhIbit at Chelsea, and a picture B. imperialis var. smaragdina with its
of B. serratifolia appeared in the Journal small round leaves of lime-green velvet
,:ith ~is article-that's why he men- is charming, but demands a higher mini-
tlons !t first.) mum temperature than most, 8.S does

that superb hybrid 'Arthur Mallet,' whose
hirsute, almost royal purple, leaves are
as gorgeous as any I know.

No mention has been made of the
Rex varieties of which there are a legion.
Almost any color and shape and form
can be found by diligent search in those
florists who cater for the house-plant
trade, but a word as to their care may
not be out of place. If you grow them in
your house keep them away from a
south window; any other will do. Repot
them in a standard mixture as may be
necessary but keep them in shallow pans
with plenty of crocks. They do appre-
ciate feeding in the growing season and
by no means be disappointed if all the
leaves fall off in November. It is an even
chance they will break in the Spring.

A list of the names of the begonias
exhibited at Chelsea would be meaning-
less as many are perhaps of botanic in-
terest only. Mention should be made of
B. vitichotoma, with adventitious leaflets
appearing on the large palmate green
leaves, and of the double blood-red sem-
perflorens variety 'Reddy.' These are
outstanding and so is peltata, which as
the name implies has silvery green felty
leaves, and is a plant of great distinction.

Climbing begonias are many and sev-
eral were shown, among the best being
B. scandem cordifolia, with many clus-
ters of orange flowers. B. herbacea, with
leaves like a hart's-tongue fern, was
among the more uncommon, but B. cris.~
pula, with leaves corrugated and wrinkled,
was too precious to risk. For a brief sea-
son these species cannot vie with the
gaudy large-flowered hybrids, but for in-
terest throughout the year they stand
supreme.
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Smog Research Grant
THE UNITEDSTATESPublic Health Serv-
ice has awarded the California Arbore-
tum Foundation, Inc., at Arcadia, a grant
to conduct basic research at the Arbore-
tum on the effect of smog on tissue
growth of plants.

Research on the project will be con-
ducted by a team consisting of Arbore-
tum Director William S. Stewart, Wil-
fred Noble and Marcella Juhren, both
of the Los Angeles County Air Pollution
Control District. It is believed that rela-
tionships between smog and its effects on
plant tissues will reveal similar biochem-
ical relationships in animal and human
tissues.

The study is now under way at the
Arboretum. The researchers are using
plant tissue cultures. These are portions
of the plant, such as root, leaf, or stem
tissue, which are grown in glass contain-
ers and fed the nutrients, vitamins, and
hormones they ordinarily would have re-
ceived from the other organs of the plant.

By subjecting these isolated tissues and
organs to smog under carefully controlled
conditions, the effects of smog will be
made apparent. Otherwise these effects
are obscured by a multitude of modifying
factors. Some plants, for instance, sil1}ply
close their breathing pores, or stomates,
at the onset of smog, and so avoid its
effects. In most plants, the onset: of
flowering brings biochemical changes that
increase or decrease their sensitivity to
smog.

The plant tissue cultures are being sub-
jected to smog, automobile exhaust gases,
and synthetic smog. The synthetic smog
is generated by a machine developed for
special research by the Caltech scientist,
Dr. A. J. Haagen-Smit. For comparison
with the treated plant tissues, some cul-
tures will be exposed in a similar man-
ner but to air from which' all pollutants
have been removed.

After establishing ,the responses of
isolated plant tissues, the studies will be
directed toward determining the extent
to which these effects occur in intact
planes.
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Cover
MORE than roo varieties of begonias-
many of them new and relatively un-
known in the East-filled a tiered ex-
hibit which won a first prize for the
Bessie Raymond Buxton Branch at the
Boston Flower Show, March IO-I5. The
planes were massed artistically on "steps,"
and filled a space of roo square feet.

Some outstanding "items of interest"
were a large specimen of B. 'Joe Hayden,'
which has been in the Show for the last
five years; a magnificent, shimmering B.
rex 'Green Gold'; and some new hybrids
of California origin-B. 'Leslie Lynn,'
'Verde Grande,' 'Alto Scharff' var. Ra-
mirez, and reX' 'Joel Gillingwators.' Two
Merry hybrids were also of interest: B.
'IIIsley' and Beatrice Haddrell.'

As a whole, the- Boston Flower Show
was a most refreshing experien,ce, and a
source of practical down - to - earth
gardening knowledge. Local gardening
groups created for various sites and pur-
poses-shade, sun, formal and informal,
cultivated and wildlings, etc.-many of
which displayed begonias as they can be
used decoratively in- and out-of-doors.

--B--

Scale and Milden
Scale-there are many different varie-

ties of these tiny but very prolific insects,
a year 'round pest with the crawler stage
in spring and fall.

They breed rapidly, settling in massed
clusters on stems and the undersides of
leaves, sucking out juices. Some secrete
a resinous substance, others a honeydew
that becomes sooty fungus. Like aphis,
they are considered the ant's "cows."
Badly infested stems, must be destroyed.

Mil dew is a thin, gray or whitish
growth produced on plant foliage, stems,
buds and flowers by parasitic fungi dur-
ing the spring and summer.

Mildew often results from watering or
spraying too late in the day instead of
early on a sunny morning, when insects
are most active. Also caused by the
temperature change between day and
':l.ight:
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ClaytonM. __Kelly Seed Fund Flight
No. 1 B. Rex-Spirals and plain leaf,

many beautiful color combinations. This
is the last time we can offer seed· from
this collection as the owner is ill and
forced to dispose of his plants. This bas
been one of the outstanding collections
and has taken many years of hard work
to build and we are sorry there can be
no more seed from such beautiful plants.

Rex begonias are the slow growing
rhizomatous type and should be handled
accordingly; seedlings should be pro-
tected until the second transplanting and
will require a longer time to becdme
established than other types. Seed are
freshly collected and have been tested
for germination. 50c per pkt.

No.2 B. Rex-Germany. This type
has become very popular with begonia
growers and when they were offered a
short time ago the supply ran out before
all requests were filled. We hope to have
an ample supply and can fill all requests.
We first offered German rex on seed
fund about four years ago and have had
many interesting comments concerning
them. Seed germinate readily when
properly handled and those grown un-
der fluorescent lights have more vivid
colors than when grown by other meth-
ods. SOcper pkt.

No. 3 B. scharffi (Sometimes errone-
ously called B. Haageana)-Bushy plant
with large, ovate-pointed, shallowly-
lobed, soft white-hairy, olive-green, red
beneath; flowers large, pale pink, pink,
bearded without in large clusters. 25c
per pkt.

No. 4 B. Fleecealba-A hybrid by
Florence Knock, Minn. We offered seed
of this one last month but space did not
allow for an adequate description. The
first two leaves of the plant are shiny,
bright green, the third and succeeding
leaves are pure white and heavily fleeced.
As it grows it has a firm, glossy texture
-leaves are peltate and have one point
and resemble those of B. kellermani but
are thicker, more cupped and larger.
Flowers are pure white and numerous.
25c per pkt. Unusually sturdy and prop-
agation by seed could not be easier.

N. 5 B. Sunderbruchi-8eed were col-
lected and sent to seed fund by a friend
in Canal Zone who describes the plant
as growing profusely there and is about
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Begonia fernando costae, a Brazilian
species, was identified in 1948.

twenty-four inches high with large clus-
ters of pinkish-white blossoms on stems
twelve inches above the plant. The young
leaves are very light green without the
dark margins of the mature leaves, while
the older leaves become more rounded
and are solid dark green, maroon-red-
dish beneath. The collector could not
identify the plant but sent a drawing
with the description and our nomencla- •
ture department has identified as above. •
25c per pkt.

No.6 B. Brazil species-Four distinct
species from a friend in Brazil. 25c per
pkt.

No.7 B. Grey Lady-No description
available. 25c per pkt.

No.8 B. Jean Pemett-Resembles B.
Sachsen and B. Preussen but more com-
pact. 25c per pkt. Not many seed.

STILL AVAILABLE
All German heterosis semperflorens

and multiflora begonia seed- offered in
March The Begonian at 25c per pkt.
each variety. There is still ample time
to grow them for your summer garden.
We have many seedlings ready to be
transplanted in our tropical garden
where they will give a mass of color for
many months. Please help clear our
files so that we will have space for some-
thing new and different. Germination
has been 100% on all of above and we
hope you will try them,

GREENHOUSE PLANTS
Two varieties of Anthurium (Araceae) t

will be available in May. Others will be
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.available later, watch seed' fund for in-
formation. Anthurium seed'--are fragile
.and should be sown as soon as possilJle
.after collecting. Please select the type
you wish and send your requ{}st--assoon
as you receive May The Begoni-an:

Authurium pittieri (Costa Rica): Short,
narrow, lanceolate, hard, leathery, dark
_green leaves; narrow spathe pale green.
Six seed for 50c.

A. andreanum (Colombia) - Erect
plant with long lobed, heart - shaped
green leaves; showy, cordate spathe,
waxy, coral-red, puckered. Six seed for
50c.

Philodendron bipinnatifidum-Upright
with waxy green, stiff leaves up to 3 ft.
long, bipinnate with 10-12 segments each
:side of prominent midrib, lobes are nar-
row and lobed again; spathe red on out-
side. 50c per pkt. or 25<:per half-packet.

Philodendron rhaphidophora menilli.
Seed from Philippine Islands and the
plant is described as growing in pools of
water and clinging to the trunks of trees.
SOcper pkt. or 25c per half-pkt.

Plumeria acutifolia - Apocynaceae.
Also known as "West Indian Jasmine"
.and the "Temple Tree of India." Leaves
wedge-shaped; flowers waxy white with
yellow throat, very fragrant. Seeds
should be barely covered with soil when
sowing. 4 seed for 25c.

Aechmea augustifolia. One of the
most beautiful and spectacular. 25c per
pkt. '

Gesneria cuneifolia (pentarhaphia re-
ticulata). Low growing rosette of leath-
ery, glossy-green, long wedge-shaped
leaves with toothed margins; tubular
bottle-shaped flowers burning red, yel-
low inside, borne singly on short petioles.
35c per pkt.

Gloxinia-Germany. Hamburg red.
25c per pkt.

Streprocarpus wendlandi (Natal)Stem~
less plant, huge leaf with corrugated
olive-green surface and densely hairy
purple beneath; tall flower spikes sprout-
ing from the leaf may bear as many as
30 violet-blue flowers. 25c per pkt.

FERN SPORES
Pteris cretica wimsetti-A robust and

desirable fern, grown for its .leathery
toughness. Slender fresh green leaf seg-
ments irregularly toothed and some of
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the tips terminate in small forks or
crests. 25c per pkt.

Pteris cretica gauthieri - Similar to
above but more crested and compact.
25c per pkt. ,

Nephrolepsis plumosa-- Ideal basket
fern with long, arching fronds, wavy
pinnae at tips. 25c per pkt.

Polypodium aureum var. glaucu~-
Graceful, wavy-leaved form of smaller
habit with durable fronds and attractive,
glaucous silvery blue, especially under-
neath. 25c per pkt.

OTHER GENERA
Rhipsalis x Kew Gardens? 25c per

pkt.
Ewphyllunt1)xypetalum, 'Queen of the

Night.' Best of the night blooming type
with large, fragrant white flower~ red-
dish outside. 25c per pkt.

Epiphyllum angular - Leaves saw
shaped; flowers small. 25c per pkt.

Cassia'--Iatistipula-Small shrub with
gray lea-ves-and yellow flowers. 25c per
pkt.

Arthrostemma fragilis-Melastomacea
-Shrub about three feet high, with four
angled reddish stems. Beautiful pink
flowers appear throughout year. 25c

,per pkt.
Tibouchina variabilis-Melastomacea

-Small tree with white flowers which
later turn purple and the entire tree
is covered with flowers of two colors.
25c per pkt.

Callistemon lanceolatus, 'Bottle-brush.'
Sun loving drought resistant shrub with
long linear, 3 inch leaves and cylindri-
cal flower spikes with masses of brilliant
crimson brush-like stamens with dark
yellow anthers, out of a grayish, felted
calyx. 25c per pkt.

The last three named were sent from
Brazil and are interesting and different
-hardy in mild climates, greenhouse
elsewhere.

Please send questions regarding prob-
lems with begonias to: Mrs. Edna Korts,
3628 Revere Ave., Los Angeles 39, Calif.
She will be glad to help you. Do not
send to Seed Fund-please.

Free Seed - Smithiantha mixed and
various types of begonia seed - send
postage if other seed are not requested.

Mrs. Florence Gee
Seed Fund Administrator

4316 Berryman Ave.
Los Angeles 66, Calif.
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What The Begonian ...
(Continued From Page 103)

planting and gardening pleasure
in t 0 a continuous twelve-month
round of satisfaction. As Alice M.
Clark said in her article in the Oct.,
1958, Begonian, a good member
always likes to talk about begonias
or any other speciality. Well, the
seed fund and seed growing pro-
vides two of the beSt "limbering-up
tonics" for the tongue that can be
found.

16.The little quotations, verses, and bits
of advice in prose that have ap-
peared in recent years add the spar-
kle that encourages persual of the
entire magazine. Thus, we read and
learn more than our normal inclina-
tions would provide.

r 7. In the past, The Begonian has
printed "where to find" queries as
well as questions and answers on
plant culture. These are very bene-
ficial to both beginners and ad-
vanced growers, but again it seems
that such things are discontinued
because of human inertia in letter
writing. We would rather let a
good thing drop than assume the
initiative that would keep it going.
Our magazine is a most excellent
vehicle for giving and receiving in-
formation. Each member should
"stick his neck out" occasionally by
writing a question, an article, an
experience, a suggestion, or some-
thing that will encourage others to
do the same so that we can get
even greater benefits than nO-No - It
really doesn't matter if we ar~ em-
barrassed a little when we see our
article in print, and notice grammat-
ical errors, poor structure, multiple
meanings, etc. The important thing
for all of us to do is to participate
in some manner. Our editor would
probably be tempted to send a
medal to each new contributor.

I would like to go on listing the bene-
fits that 1 ~et from The Begonian, but
others should be given a chance to sup-
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plement my thought or to contradict me
in their rebuttals.

My final expression of feeling about
The Begonian is similar to the stimula-
tion that can be obtained from the little
verse on page 180 of the August, 1958,
issue. To me, it indicates that construc-
tive thinking and action will overcome
all obstacles, and sustain indefinitely our
interest in begonias and other planes
that all begonia growers enjoy. -

Herbert H. Warrick
Member of the Seattle Branch

-B-

Here and There ..
One of the most delightful September

garden pictures we have had for two
years happened quite by accident: The
north side of our garage is a "junk spot."
1 start cuttings and seeds there, and
whenever I'm moving something, as hap-
pens constantly, and there is no other
spot for it, there it lands. One summer
I had to move some Kerria japonica hur-
riedly. I planted it near B. evansiana.
Eupatorium coelestinum, which, like the
poor, is always with us, had seeded itself
there. Can you imagine the pinks, blues
and yellows in September and October?
1 couldn't have done as well if I'd tried!
Incidentally, 1 wonder why more neople
in the midwest don't plant B. eva~siana.
Even when I lose the parent plant in a
bad winter, the little bulblets sprout the
next spring, and we have more plants
than ever. I've never been successful at
bringing it in the house, however, and
thought perhaps it needed a period of
complete dormancy. I took a plant to a
friend who has a commercial greenhouse
and he has been able to propagate many
from it. Perhaps I need a greenhouse
for it.

ALICE K. SNELL(Mrs. W. D.)
Blue Mound, Illinois

--B--

If black spots with fringed edges ap-
pear on leaves, leaves turn yellow and fall,
it is Black Spot. In the East, Middle
West, and Pacific Northwest this fungus
j~ one of the most serious rose pests.
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Minutes, National Board, March 23, 1959

--B-

DEADLINE
All copy for The Begonian must be

received by the editor not later than the
first of the month preceding date of pub-
lication.

Littlefield,
Plants of
time and

Calendar
May 5- Theodosia Burr Shepherd-

Birthday Party, speaker, Al Bren-
nan, "Cymbidiums," usual time and
place.

May 14-Inglewood-Joe
"Colorful Gardens and
Hawaii," slides. Usual
place.

May 20 - Hollywood honors Miss
Charlotte Hoak. Plummer Park,
7: 30 p.m. Miss Hoak will discuss
begonia lore.

May 27-Glendale-Annual May Fes-
tival, 7=45 p.m. Tuesday Afternoon
Club, 400 N. Central.

this motion was predicated upon the former yearly
rate it would be necessary to withdraw the Feb·
ruary motion and pass a new one. Mr. Lovejoy
withdrew his secon'd, and Mrs. Korts withdrew the
motion made in February. Moved by Mrs. Kerts,
seconded by Mr. Lovejoy that the American Begonia
Society retain its membership in the American Horti~
cultural Council at the new rate of $60.00 per year.
Motion carried .

Pres. Slatter asked for approval of a nominating
committee: Mrs. Sylvia Leatherman, chairman, Mrs.
Ethel Arbuckle and Mr. Roy Joyce. Moved and
seconded that the committee be approved. "Motion
carried.

Pres. Slatter also offered names for a Convention
Committee to consist of Mrs. Louise Schwerdtfeger,
show chairman, Mr. John Thieben, Mrs. Ethel Ar-
buckle, Mrs. Sylvia Leatherman, Mrs. Edna Korts,
Mr. Clarence Hall as alternate, and himself as chair-
man. Moved by Mr. Ogden, seconded by Mrs.
Thompson, that the committee be approved. Motion
carried.

Advertising Manager John Thiel<en presented his,
report for February 23 to March 23, 1959; showing
$80.87 received and paid to the Treasurer with a
balance of $65.25 to be collected.

Branches reporting: EI Monte, Glendale, Ingle.
wood, Long Beach Parent Chapter, Pasadena, Re·
dondo Beach and West Valley.

There being no further business, meeting ad·
journed at 10 p.m.

The regular monthly meeting of the National
Board, American Begonia Society, was called to
,order by Pres. Slatter at 7,35 p.m., March 23, 1959.

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Mr.
Walton.

"Aims and Purposesu of the Society were read
.by Pres. Elect Lovejoy.

Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
.approved.

Pres. Slatter welcomed Mrs. Emma Carleton of
Berkeley and Mrs. Stone as special guests.

Treasurer Pearl Parker gave her report for the
month. Report filed for audit.

A letter from the American Horticultural Council
stating the new membership rate for organizations
of 2000 to 3000 members will be $60.00 per year,
was read by the Secretary.

Vice Pres. Mrs. Alva Graham reported she had
visited the San Gabriel Branch Febr.uary 25th meeting.

Membership Secretary Walton gave his report for
the month showing 53 new, and 131 renewing
memberships, with total receipts of $469.45 and
expenses of $85.15.

Begonian Editor Mrs. Brest's report was read by
the Secretary. The Secretary a Iso read a letter from
Seed Fund Chairman Mrs. Gee suggesting appoint-
ment of a member to carry on co~re5pondence for
a Question and Answer department.

Treasurer Parker read monthly report from Seed
Fund Chairman Mrs. Gee showing $104.20 remitted
to the Treasurer.

Public Relations Director Hall reported that because
of apparent non-renewal of memberships from some
branches he had contacted them. Portland, Oregon,
and Galveston, Texas, had not yet replied. Hawkeye
State Branch has disbanded and their Charter was
returned. Moved by Mr. Hall, seconded by Mr.
Ogden that the Hawkeye State Branch be eliminated
from the roster of member branches. Motion carried.
Charter pa"ed to Secretary for filing. Mr. Hall also
reported that they hoped .soon to have enough
renewing members so that they could retain their
Charters. Mr. Hall then reported on letter from
Haynes & Evans, Inc., relative to Workmen's Com~
pensation Insurance to cover those members who
receive compensation from the Society.

Librarian Mrs. Lucy Sault gave her report for the
two months, January 26 to March 23, 1959.

Awards Committee Chairman Mrs. Ethel Arbuckle
-gave a report on her department and at the request
of Pres. Slatter read Minutes of a meeting at the
Arboretum relative to the American Begonia Society
Glass House. Pres. Slatter reported that the glass-
house is almost finished and ready for Begonias.

Nomenclature Chairman Mrs. Edna Korts read a
letter from Mrs. Bernice Brilmayer relative to the
new publication of "Exotica/' book should be ready
for distribution by June 1, 1959. Mrs. Korts also
read a letter from Dr. H. R. Fletcher of the Royal
Botanic Gardens, Edinburgh, Scotland, stating that
he would like to have a complete file of The Be-
gonian for the Royal Botanic Library. Moved by
Mrs. Korts, seconded by Mrs. Opal Ahearn that the
A.B.S. send to Dr. Fletcher as complete a file of
The Begonian as can be obtained from the National
Library without charge. Motion carried.

Pres. Slatter asked for discussion relative to
retaining membership in the American Horticultural
Council since the rate is considerably higher than we
have been paying. It was decided to retain mem-
bership. Attention was called to the motion for
renewal passed at our February meeting and as " 1

II

FRONTIER NURSERY
& GARDEN SUPPLY

717 Torrance Blvd. FR 4-6291

p ~

MAY, 1959



"'!.eaves From Our Begonia Branches
BESSIE RAYMOND BUXTON

The March meeting was held in Horti-
cultural Hall, Boston. A hot dish lunch-
eon was provided by the members. Mrs.
Merry reported on the Branch exhibit
of begonias at the Spring Flower Show,
which won a first orize.

Mrs. Alvord then" showed films, "Sound
Movies on Plant Life," tracing develop-
ment from seed to full growth, and end-
ing with spectacular autumn views of
the great Canadian maple forests.

--B--

ELSA FORT
Our business meeting was especially

long because we were doing some long
range planning which required much dis-
cussion. (You will hear more of this
later.) The discussion was so general and
everyone so enthusiastic it was a heart-
warming meeting.

Essie T. Morris reminded the members
of a few basic facts which every grower
of good begonias knows. 1. Now is the
time to start cuttings. 2. Basal cuttings
are the strongest. 3. After cuttings are
started keep them moist but never wet.
4. Cuttings will root in water but this
is not the best method. Begonias es-
pecially newly transplanted ones resent
soggy soil. After transplanting they
should be shaded from direct sunshine
and given a humid atmosphere until ac-
tive growth starts.

--B--

EVA KENWORTHY GRAY
Officers for the coming year, installed

in April, are: Frank Quintana, president;
Peggy Sweet, vice-president; Charles Cal-
loway, treasurer; Mrs. 1. W. Dickenson,
secretary.

BEGONIA VERSICOLOR (Fairy Carpel); B. CRIS-
PULA; B. VEllOZOANE BRADE; B. FOREST OF
VAUXi CANE BEGONIAS (Old and New); RARE
AND UNUSUAL HOUSEPLANTS

CATALOGUE 25c

TROPICAL PARADISE
3810 Bales Avenue, Kansas City 28, Missouri

Il4

A very fine talk on palms was given
by Edward Moore, followed by excellent
pictures of palms in Southern California
and Florida locations also were shown
at the meeting.

--B--
GLENDALE

The Glendale Branch will have a jolly
time at its annual May Festival, to be
held at the regular meeting date May 27,
at 7 AS p.m. at the Tuesday Afternoon
Club, 400 N. Central.

There will be a grab bag table. All
kinds of goodies-cakes, candies, hand
made gifts and lots of nice articles for
sale.

Another highlight for the evening will
be our speaker, Dorothy Behrends of En-
cinita. Former member of the Glendale
Branch and a life member of the Begonia
Society, she is an experienced grower of
begonias, ferns and shade plants. She
will speak on Bromeliads and also will
show colored pictures of her plants.

-,-,B--
HOLLYWOOD

Members of the Hollywood Branch of
the American Begonia Society request
the pleasure of your presence at a, meet-
ing in honor of Miss Charlotte Hoak,
oiltstanding horticulturist, at Plummer
Park, Wednesday, May 20, 7: 30 p.m.

She will discuss Begonia Lore, a sub-
ject dear to her heart for many, many
years. She will have some interesting
plant material from her garden.

--B-
INGLEWOOD

Speaker at the meeting May 14, 7: 45
p.m., at the Inglewood Women's Club
will be Joe Littlefield, who boasts 32

FRESH CASTINGS
From Our Worm Bins

FOR BEGONIAS AND FERNS
1Sc per Pound

You Pay P.P.

DORN'S WORM FARM
Route 5, Box 777, Citrus Dr., Escondido, Calif.
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years of practical horticultural experi-
ence, gardening, landscaping and garden
trouble shooting. His topic will be
"Colorful Gardens and Plants in Ha-
waii" with many beautiful slides of
several of the islands.

The March meeting proved to be of
great interest to all. Robert "Bob" Var-
gas, associated with Descanso Gardens,
gave a talk covering "Features of Des-
canso Gardens," its history, and showed
slides of the beautiful camellias, azaleas,
begonias and historical roses grown at
the grad ens.

The historical roses shown covered
roses from the present to many hundreds
of years before Christ. Bob Vargas was
bombarded with questions regarding the
roses and the many aspects of the gar-
dens. Only the lateness of the hour
brought the meeting to a close. Mr.
Vargas made mention of his greatest
interest-the preservation of flowers and
shrubs to be used in lasting bouquets
over a period of months and years and
promised to come back at a later date
to talk on this subject.

Bill Kirker, our president, presided
over the business meeting, after which
plants were drawn from a well stocked
plant table. Refreshments were served.

--B-'-

MISSOURI
The Missouri branch is planning a

display for a finer show that is to be held
in Shawnee Mission, Kansas, in May.
Those who may be vacationing in the
vicinity of Kansas City are cordially in-
vited to meet with the branch on the
third Tuesday of each month at the
\XTorld War Memorial Bldg., tinwood
and Paseo, Kansas City, Mo.

--B--

SAN MIGUEL
San Miguel branch held an election in

March and installed its new officers on
April I, with Bert Slatter, National Pres-
ident, presiding. New officers are as fol-
lows: Mrs. Edna Lowry, president; Mrs.
Mildred Jones, vice-president; Mrs. Ruth
J. Brooks, secretary; Mrs. Emma Stark,

treasurer; Mrs. Shirley LaRue, national
representative; board members, Mrs.
Pearl Hegel and Ray Purtee.

President Bert gave an interesting talk
on growing begonias and shade relatives
and introduced Mrs. Sylvia Leatherman,
who displayed the bronze medal recently
awarded A.B.S. by Brazil._o_B __

SANTABARBARA
The new officers of the Santa Barbara

Branch are as follows: President, Rudolf
Ziesenhenne; Vice-President, Mrs. Erika
Weber; Secretary, Mrs. Mary Wegener;
Treasurer, Mrs. Charlotte Polk; Branch
Director, Otto Schwerdtfeger.

--B---.

SMOKY VALLEY
The March meeting of the Smoky Val-

ley Branch of the American Begonia So-
ciety was held at the beautiful suburban
home of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Fury,
March 15, 1959.

Our new Secretary, Mrs. Robert Nease,
presented a very unique program which
involved individual member participa-
tion. Each person was called -upon - to
stand before the group and decI~re his
or her favorite begonia and give a short
explanation of why this partIcular selec-
tion was made. Needless to say out of the
28 members present, almost every va-
riety was mentioned at least once but
strange as it may seem the Christmas
Begonia was discussed more frequently
than any other. After the meeting plans

We use, recommend and sell
BLUE WHALE

FUCHSIAS - CAMElLIAS - TROPICAlS
GENERAL NURSERY STOCK

COMPLETE LINE OF TOOLS, FERTILIZERS,
INSECTICIDES AND SEEDS

MANHATTAN GARDEN SUPPLY
305 N. Sepulveda Blvd., Manhattan Beach, Calif.

Open Every Day 8,30 A.M. Till 6 P.M.
Phone FR 2·2635
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were made for our June 12 flower show,
"A Garden Rendezvous," to be staged
at Blair Hall of the First Presbyterian
Church of Salina. Many suggestions were
voiced and if enthusiastic partic.ipation
in discussion and debate is a measure of
success then this should certainly be our
best show yet.

Our staff Preident, Mrs. W. H. Vau-
pel; Vice-President, Mrs ..M. 1. Rose; Sec-
retary, lIfrs. Robert Nease; Treasurer,
Mrs. Clyde Capell; Delegate at Large,
Mrs. Chester Beineke; Corresponding
Secretary, Lt. Col. John C. Irving.

--B--

TARRANT COUNTY
The Tarrant County branch met re-

cently with our incoming president pre-
siding. Both branches from Dall County
were guests.

Officers for the coming year: Presi-
dent, Laura Swart; Vice-President, Glee
Sch:td; 2nd Vice-President, Helen Rich-
3rdson; Recording Secretary, Dorothy
Burdick; Corresponding Secretary, Fay
\Vilson; Treasurer, Mattie Jewell; Pub-
licity, Hattie Reinhardt; Telephone, Mat-
[ie Jewell; Historian and Librarian, Mary
Wilcox; Parliamentarian, Ethel Dick"
crson.

--B--

WEST VALLEY
Joe Littlefield, well known garden con-

sultant, was the guest speaker at the
March meeting. He brought what looked

to most members like a full gr.9wn
camellia bush. However, it was a branch
that he took from one of his plants so
that he could demonstrate to members
the correct way to prune a camellia bush.
He also talked on the subject of roses,
begonias and, Lenten roses'.

Other honored guests were Mr. Bert
Slatter, National President; Mr. John
Thieben, advertising manager;and Mr.
Clarence Hall, Public Relations Director.

Guest speaker at the February meet-
ing was A. Roy Joyce, who also supplied
the plant table with fuchsiaS. Mr. Joyce
is first vice-president of the California
National Fuchsia Society.

-~

Leaf Propagation
(Corttillued From Page 104)

left uncovered to allow the plantlets to
form without restriction. Users will find
that this method of holding the leaf in
position far supersedes any metal or stone
form of pegging.

There is no essential difference be-
tween a, leaf cutting, and a stem cutting.
Both need warmth, moisture and air.
As soon as the roots form, the portions
are severed and potted up separately.

"A little house well filled.
A little land well tilled,'
A little wife well-willed,

Are great riches."
JOHN RAy

New Originations in Rose Form and Ruffled

TUBEROUS BEGONIAS
Choice tubers shipped after lvfarch 1st,
unless otherwise requested, to avoid
danger from freezing in transit.

Vetterle & Reinelt
Dept. B Capitola, California

1959 COLOR CATALOG NOW AVAILABLE
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ILLUSTRATED CATALOG 25c
. listing 200, varieties of Begonias, 350

Geraniums, 300 odd plants plus Herbs and
Perennials.

Price List Free on Request
MERRY GARDENS, Camden, Maine

BEGONIAS, FUCHSIAS & A COMPLETE
SELECTION OF ALL PLANTS

FOR THE SHELTEREDGARDEN

RAINBOW NURSERY
1635 W. Florence Ave.

PLeasant 3-6121 Los Angeles 44, Calif.

We Use, Recommend and Sell
BLUE WHALE

~

BEGONIAS, GERANIUMS, EXOTICS
NEW catalogue witli color, 25c

LOGEE'S GREENHOUSES
(Est. 1892)

Danielson, Connecticut

SPOONIT
FLOWER FOOD

Send Post Card for Information and Sample

PLANTSMITH
Box 818 Palo Alto 2, Calif.

New Crop Rex Cultorum Seed

Colored and Curls

RUDOLF ZIESENHENNE
1130 N. Milpas St., Santa 8arbara, California

B. San Miguel
New Release

(See Begonian, March, 1958)
$1.50 EACH and Up - f.o.b.

Leatherman's Gardens

BEGONIAS, FUCHSIAS, TROPICALS
HOUSE PLANTS

The Best of Everything for Your Garden
FIFTH AVE. NURSERY
.AND GREENHOUSE

2510 W. Manchester, Inglewood, Calif.
Don & Ron Stanley PLeasant 1-0874

ARAGRO FISH CONCENTRATE
ESPECIALLY' GOOD ON

SHADE PLANTS
NO BURNING OR ODOR

Recommended and Sold
by

JENSEN'S GARDENS
9515 E: FLOWER AVENUE

BELLFLOWER, CALIF.

We Feature African Violets and Begonias

Knott's Berry Farm
& Ghost Town

2637 N. Lee Avenue South EI Monte, Calif.

BUENA PARK, CJ.LIF.
(From L.A., take Santa Ana Freeway to

Buena Park, then South 2 miles.)

In Our Nursery at the South End
of the Large Berry Market ...
FUCHSIAS

BEGONIAS
FERNS

SHADE PLANTS
SUPPUFS

STAY FOR DINNER

Chicken Dinners { Snack Bars { Steak House
, :l-8: 30 p.m. Daily 12-8: 30 p.m.

ex. Mo. & Tu. 12-9 p.m. ex. Friday II

MAY, 1959

Begonia
Farm

4024 Pacific Coast Hi-way, Walteria, Calif.

TUBEROUS BEGONIAS
COMPLETE SELECTION OF BEGONIAS

AND SHADE PLANTS

FUCHSIAS - CAMELLIAS - FERNS
OPEN DAILY - CLOSED MONDAY

Complete Nursery & Garden Supply Shop
I ¥2 Miles E. of Redondo Beach

Hi-Way 101
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Branch Meeting Dates
VISITORS ALWAYS WELCOME AT THESE MEETINGS

BRITISH BRANCH
F. J. Bedson, Secy., Kent, England

BUXTON, BESSIE RAYMOND BRANCH
3rd Saturday, Homes of Members
Mrs. D. L. Comiskey, Secy.
Valley Farm, Dover, Mass.

DALLAS COUNTY, TEXAS BRANCH
1st Thursday, 7:00 p.m., Members' Residences
Mrs. Ruth Cook, 923 S. Edgefield, Dallas 8, Texas

EAST BAY BRANCH
2nd Thursday, 7:45 p.m., Willard School
Telegraph at Ward, Berkeley, California
Mrs. E. H. Ellerbusch, Secy. '
1051 Ordway, Berkeley 6, Calif.

EL MONTE COMMUNITY BRANCH
3rd Friday, Members' Homes
Daisy Morrow, Cor. Secy.
2821 N. Musgrove Ave., EI Monte, Calif.

FOOTHILL BRANCH
3rd Thursday, 8:00 p.m.
la Verne Community Bldg.
2039 Th ird St., la Verne
Mrs. C. W. Hall, Cor. Secy.
358 E. Arrow Hwy., Upland, Calif.

FORT, ELSA BRANCH
1st Saturday, 1:30 p.m.
Miss Lola Price, Secy.
628 Beech Ave., laurel Springs, N.J.

GLENDALE BRANCH
4th Wednesday, 8:00 p.m.
Tuesday Afternoon Club, 400 N. Central
Mabel Anderson
5226 Strohm Ave., North Hollywood

GRAY, EVA KENWORTHY BRANCH
3rd Monday, 7:30 p.m.
Community House, La Jolla
Mrs. Charles Calloway
1311 Torrey Pines Rd., la Jolla, Calif.

GRAY'S HARBOR BRANCH
2nd Monday, 8:00 p.m.
Hoquiam Public library or
M"essingale and Rosenear Music Store
Aberdeen, Washington
Mrs. Jessie B. Hoyt, Secy.
1013 Harding Road, Aberdeen, Wash.

GRUENBAUM, MARGARET BRANCH
4th Tuesday, 10:30 a.m., Homes of Members
Mrs. Adolph Belser, Cor. Secy.
Welsh and Veree Rd., Philadelphia, Pa.

HOLLYWOOD BRANCH
3rd Wednesday, 7:30 p.m.
Plummer Park, 7377 Santa Monica Blvd.
Mrs. J. C. Jenks
6807 Delongpre Ave., los Angeles 28, Calif.

HOUSTON, TEXAS BRANCH
2nd Friday, 10:00 a.m.
Mrs. A. F. Morin, Secy.
2014 Commonwealth, Houston 6, Texas
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HUMBOLDT COUNTY BRANCH
2nd Monday, 8:00 p.m.
los Amigos Club, loleta, Calif.
Miss Margaret Smith, Secy.
P.O. Box 635, Ferndale, Calif.

INGLEWOOD BRANCH
2nd Thursday 7:45 p.m., Inglewood Women's Club
325 North Hillcrest, Inglewood, Calif.
Mirna A. Riehl Secy.
2022 W. 84th Place, los Angeles 47, Calif.

LONE STAR BRANCH
3rd Monday, Members' Homes
Mrs. George Wilkins, Secy.
2621 N. Fitzhugh Ave., Dallas 4, Texas

LONG BEACH PARENT CHAPTER
1st Tuesday, 7:30 p.m., linden Hall
208 linden Ave., long Beach, Calif.
Mrs. Florence Haag
1025 Temple Ave., long Beaech, Cal.if.

LOUISIANA CAPITAL BRANCH
1st Friday, Homes of Members
Mrs. Amy Reddy Rushing, Secy.
4938 Annette St., Baton Rouge, lao

MIAMI, FLORIDA BRANCH
4th Tuesday, 8:00 p.m. ,
Simpson Memorial Garden Center
Mrs. Ray Rosengren, Secy.
5530 N.W. 21 Ave., Miami, Fla.

MISSOURI BRANCH
3rd Tuesday, 1 p.m.
World War Memorial Bldg., linwood and Paseo
Kansas City, Mo.
Mrs. Hattie Taylor, Secy.
P.O. Box 25, Raytown, Mo.

OCEAN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY BRANCH
1st Tuesday, 12:30 p.m., Members' Homes
Mrs. ,Anna Peck, Secy.
23 So. Gateway, Toms River, N.J.

ORANGE COUNTY BRANCH
2nd Thursday, 7:30 p.m.
Garden Grove Grange Hall, Century and Taft Sts.
Garden Grove, Calif.
Mrs. Lionel Evans, Secy.
10381 Orangewood, Garden Grove, Calif.

PASADENA BRANCH
Meetings on Calt Homes of Members
Col. C. M. Ga Ie, Secy.
40 N. San Rafael, Pasasdena 2, Calif.

PHILOBEGONIA BRANCH
2nd Friday, Members' Homes
Mrs. Ralph DeCou, Secy.
107 Potter St., Haddonfield, N.J.

PORTLAND, OREGON BRANCH
4th Friday, 8,00 p.m., Members' Homes
Mrs. Helen Parrott, Secy.
3955 S.E. Kelly, Portland 2, Oregon

REDONDO BEACH AREA BRANCH
4th Friday Each Month
2308 Rockefeller, Redondo Beach, Calif.
Mrs. Pearl Riggles, Secy.
2042 Kathy Way, Torrance, Calif.
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RHODE ISLAND BRANCH
lst SaturdaYI Homes of Members
Mrs. Geraldine Daly, Secy.
Daly's Gardens, Coventry, R.1.

1llVERSIDE BRANCH
2nd Wednesday, 7,30 p.m., Shamel Park
3650 Arlington, Riverside, Calif.
Mrs. Ethel Prior, Secy.
4345 5th St., Riverside, Calif.

'ROBINSON, ALFRED D. BRANCH
3rd Friday, 10,30 a.m., Home' of Members
Mrs. Chet Van Dusen, Secy.
4135 Merritt Blvd., la Mesa, Calif.

SACRAMENTO BRANCH
3rd Tuesday, 8:00 p.m., Garden Center
3330 McKinley Blvd., Sacramento, Calif.
Mrs. leslie H. Watkins, Secy.
3070 land Park Dr., Sacramento 18, Calif.

SAN DIEGO BRANCH
4th Monday, Hard of Hearing Hall
Herbert and University
Mrs. leah Jones, Secy.
120 Upas St.., San Diego 4, Calif.

SAN FRANCISCO BRANCH
1st Wednesday, 8,00 p.m.
Forest lodoe, 266 laguna Honda Blvd.
Elaine Jordan
95 Ravenwood Dr., San Francisco, Calif.

SAN GABRIEL VALLEY BRANCH
4th Wednesday, 8,00 p.m., Mawnic Tem;:>Ie
506 S. Santa Anita Ave., Arcadia, Calif.
Mrs. M3rilyn Jewett, Secy.
18324 E. Alford St., Azusa, Calif.

-SAN MIGUEL BRANCH
1st Wednesday, Youth Center, Lemon Grove, Calif.
Mrs. Ruth J. Brooks, Secy.
7151 Central Ave., lemon Grove, Calif.

SANTABARBARA BRANCH _
2nd Thursday, 7,30 p.m.
Girl Scout Clubhouse, 1838 San Andres St.
Mary We"gener, Secy.
1611 Olive St., Santa Barbara, Calif.

SEATTLE BRANCH
3rd Tuesday, 7,45 p.rr.
Meeting locations will varYi call the secretary at
SUnset 3-7122.
Mrs. Hazel M. Starks, Secy.
6116 Greenwood Ave., Seattle 3, Wash.

SHEPHERD, THEODOSIA BURR BRANCH
lst Tuesday, 7,30 p.m.
Alice Bartlett, C.H., 902 E. Main, lIentura, Calif.
Mrs. Ted Lemmon, Seey.
P.O. Box 678, Moorpark, Calif.

SMOKY VALLEY BRANCH
3rd Thursday of Each Month
John C. Irving, Cor. Secy.
1940 Simmons, Salina, Kan.

SOUTHERN ALAMEDA COUNTY BR.~NCH
3rd Thursday, 8,00 pem.
Strawbridge School Multi·Purpo:e Rm.
21400 Bedford Dr., Hayward, Calif.
Mrs. Chester Bartlow, Cor. Seey.
553 Arden St., Newark, Calif.

TALL CORN STATE BRANCH
Mrs. Edna Monson, Secy.
South Taylor, Mason City, Iowa

TARRANT COUNTY BRANCH
2nd Monday, 10,00 a.m.
Scott Hall, Ft. Worth, Texas
Mrs. Joe X. Schad, Secy.
Rte. 1, Box 17, Saginaw, Texa~

TEXAS STATE BRANCH
1st Tuesday Night in Members' Homes
Mrs. W. N. Foster. P.O. Box 964, Groves, Texas

TREASURE ISLAND BRANCH
4th Monday, 7:30 p.m., Homes of Members
Mrs. Harold Renshaw, Secy.
2521 37th St., Galveston, Texas

WEST VALLEY BRANCH
2nd Tuesday, 7 p.m., Orcutt Playground Clubhouse
21816 lanark St., Canoga Park, Calif.
Mrs. J. H. Holley, Secy.
22126 Gault St .. Canoga Park, Calif.

WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA BRANCH
2nd Wednesday, 11:00 a.m., Homes of Members
Mrs. Albert S. lash, Cor. Secy.
1228 Oklahoma Ave., Pittsbul gh 16, Pa.

WHITTIER BRANCH
1st Thursday, 7,30 p.m._
Palm Park Community Center, 1643 Floral Drive
Mrs. Pearl Benell, Secy.
10331 Colima Rd., Whittier, Calif.

WILLIAM PENN BRANCH
3rd Tuesday, 2,00 p.m., Homes of Me";bers
Mrs. Ernest Drew, Secy.
635 Moreno Rd., Narberth, Pa.

(Ed.: If your Branch has elected new officers, will you send in any changes so that this record may be
kept current? Plea!:e include FULL address of your ·secretary, Thank you.)~~-~~~-~~---~~--- ~
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POSTMASTER:
Return Postage
Guaranteed
1415 Acacia
Torrance, Calif.

BLUEWHALE LIKE LIQUID WHALE IS WONDERFUL
FOR ALL ACID LOVING P~ANTS

(as Well as for Roses, Lawns and General Garden Use)
although both peat and the whale solubles are very acid-the bone
content does not swing this to alkaline, but gives a wonderful long-
lasting quality to blooms.

The 3.6 acid sphagnum peat
moss combines with the 3.4 acid
whale solubles

Counteract

Alkalinity

and
Save Water

ONE GOOD APPLICATION
of long lasting Blue Whale actually gives more nourishment than

TEN APPLICATIONS
of ordinary "high analysis" fertilizers which leach away from the
roots of the plants. The needs of the plants make daily demands
which Blue Whale infused sphagnum peat moss can fulfill. The rich
bone calcium and the essence from the whole whale is embedded
in the peat by a process discovered and patented by Acme of
Canada. Biue Whale and Liquid Whale are non-crystaline materials
and will not form salts in the soil. All plants show their gratitude
for the daily nourishment available from Blue Whale.

Use Liquid Whale Plant Food for All Liquid Feeding
6-2-1 All-Natural Analysis (no pseudo-organic urea) concentrated

for economy. Use Liquid Whale all year for sturdy green growth
with short nodes and huge blooms. Liquid Whale will not burn-
does not attract animals-the natural, nitrogen rich glue from the
digested whole whale bone causes the liquid to adhere to soil
particles.

If you cannot buy the more economical larger sizes of Blue and
Liquid Whale from your Nurseryman, send $1.00 for post paid,
duty free, 12 oz. can of Liquid Whale and/or $3.25 for bantam
bag (approximately 10 Ibs.) of Blue Whale to Acme Peat Products,
Ltd., 789 W. Pender St., Dept. No.1, Vancouver,B.C., Canada. (il
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