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The Appeal of Hybridizing
Old Ma Nature must have had a soft spot in

her heart for hybridists when she created
the begonia. She gave him three breaks: (I)
a begonia flower is not complete; (2) be-
gonias ripen seed and mature rapidly; and
(3)' begonias are a genus of widely diverse
rypes. Now to expand on these points.

First of all, when a botanist speaks of a
complete flower he means a single flower
that possesses both stamens and pistil. Be-
gonia flowers are of cwo types, staminate
(male) and pistillate (female) . Begonias
are also monecious, meaning that these two
kinds of flowers are grown on the same indi-
vidual plant. Other monecious plants are
squash and corn. Diecious plants have stami-
nate flowers on one individual plant and
pistillate flowers on another, giving rise to
male and female plants. Examples of diecious
plants are ginko trees and date palms. All
this means, that in begonias, it is a simple
matter to take the male blossom from one
selected plant and brush the pollen on the
female flower of the other selected parent.
The hybridist of other rypes of flowers must
emasculate the flower he is hybridizing by
cutting out the immature stamens so that the
Hower cannot self-pollinate. He must also
find means of protecting his blossom from
pollen seeking bees.

The second point is the rapidiry in which
the begonia ripens seed and the seedlings
marure. The hybridist of African violets must
wait six to nine months before his seed pod is
ripe. Cattleya orchids and epiphyllums take
a year. The begonia seed pod is ripe in about
six weeks. And after -planting, the orchidist
must wait five to seven years to learn his
results; a begonia hybridist knows what he
has in less than a year. Rexes, however,
change their leaf coloring the first three years.

But, perhaps the most exciting thing of all
to the hybridist is the selection the begonia
pallette offers his artistry. Begonias all belong
to a single genus and all are potentially
capable of being crossed with one another.
The variance 'Of leaf size, shape, color, etc.,
is amazing, and affords die. hybridist the
opportunity to produce many diverse and
beautiful hybrids, as well; as giving him an
insight into' the workings of genetics. But
here should be added a very iniportant word
of caution-hybridize with an aim in mind.
The shortest path to disappointing results
is to cross Begonia Y with Begonia Z "just
to see what would result." A more practical
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aim would be to cross Begonia X with
Begonia Y to put X's leaf pattern on Y's leaf
shape. The desired combination may not
come in the first cross (Fr hybrids), put lln
intelligent study of genetics usually ~an
achieve it in a future cross.

This leads us to another important point.
Keep a record of all crosses. Nothin!l is more
time-wasting than the "pJ:OmiscliollS"CJ:OSS.
Time-wasting to the hybridizer, l18 well 118
those who follow him. In the fil'sr place, if
the cross is not successful it will enable him
to repeat it. Secondly, if the seed dnes ripen
and the hybrid begonia is grown, the identity
of its parents would help to estaDlish which
chancceristics are dominant and which are
recessive. And even when the hybrid is not
worth propagating, if the parents are known,
it can be very valuable being llsed as a parent

(Contirlufjt! (m Pagfj 283)

HYBRIDIZING A.. BEGONIA: Irold the seleqed
male blossom by bending the two farge
petals back and brush the pollen - on the
pistil of the selected female ,blossom.



A Shady Garden Path.
How nicc to hllVCyou bu~k to viNit down

the gardcn puth. You just hud to lind out
if that bcgonia with the unusual autumn
coloring of bronzy hues, ncstled under Micro-
lepia platyphylla, was a new hybrid. So. many
people have asked the samc question, and the
answer in some cases was doubted. In early
spring, the begonia was planted there out of
a six inch pot. At the time of planting, I
thought the fern would arch out far enough
to shade the begonia. Plants have a tendency
of growing in their own direction-the fern
spreading more sideways than forward. The
fern is doing some arching, but not enough
to cut the '\;un off from the begonia. The sun-
light which was strong this past summer,
beaming through the cracks in the lath, fl,lded,
or perhaps the word "changed" would be
better, B. Joe Hayden to a bronzy hue. At-
tractive, I think, and many other people feel
the same way about it. So many times light
is stressed in the variation of the coloring of
begonias and this is a good example.

At an angle and along the side of it (realiz-
ing one gets a better effect by staggering his
plants-avoiding straight lines), is B. Ver-
schafJelti, a hybrid that is one hundred years
old. It was developed by Dr. Regel in Swit-
zerland,and it is attractive in this setting. It
is hardier than given credit for, as it survived
our coldest winters.

The fern next to"the lath, the one we spoke
of, Microlepia platyphylla, it is tall, isn't it?
h is at least seven feet high. This handsome
fern clump has just the right lines to create
a graceful effect. Much coarser and so different
are the fronds on the stiff stems, naked at the
base. Outside of a tree' fern, .the Microlepia
platyphylla is the tallest growing fern I know
of and it is the only fern I know of that
grows decidedly one-sided. It should be used
back against-a wall or in a corner, where two
walls meet. In a corner of this rype, where
two solid walls meet, camellias or fuchsias will
not bloom, nor will they provide a spectacular
setting or break the stiff lines. A fuchsia or
begonia may be planted in front of this fern,
or two camellias may be planted to the side
in the foreground. Yes, it is one of the few
ferns that need support. I always shy away
from the word "staked" as the general practice
of sta,kin:g rc;;ilts ina stiff plant and a stiff
setting, If you look closely, you can see the
ties holding the stems of the fern in just the
right position against the lath. Small nails
may be tacked on a solid ,wall to hold a fern.
Yes, some of the ties are long, from" the

• •
bll~k III thel hom lind bllck to tho Illth, Old
nylon stockinllN, cuttlnll l'Ound 111\1:1round
(not up IOlll down), IIrel tho NoEtONtlind yet
the stl'On/ltst tits. If you 111'0 Jinkky, the
sto~king ties ~un bt dytd "relon, By rolling
thc ~ut sto~kings into II bull, you clln cut II tie
just thc length you Will'lt, whCln nCleded. I
hesitate suying the fern has '" creeplni r.oot
system. People picture the fern running lind
rambling all over the shade garden, The roots
of this fern creep out l1owly, See these
bumps dillt look like tocsl Whcn the fern
spreads to Ii point whcl'o you think It is going
too fill', usc II Shlll'l' tl'llwcl to cut dOWll (just
back of Ii fcw "toes") lind j'cnlOVClthis sec-
tion. See whut shallow rootl chey hive. Fill
in the crevice, left by the rooc removal, with
leaf mold. Potted up, chele fernl are iratefully
received on a plane table. Pethapi che ailing
member would be cheered on co " speedier
road to rCCOVCH'ywith the ,,1ft of 0110 of these
handsomt plunts.

Whllt iN the little Willi busket IIHlllnst the
lath, next to the fern? Oh, nol It is not a
basket of carrots. Don't feel badly, Mauy
people huve asked about my basket of carrots
in the shade garden. If you were In an6t1}er
section, you would see a whole patch of them.
It is a ~url'Ot fern, Onychiimt jl/po/i/cum, fine
and airy and looking every bit like currot tops.
It, too, has crecping roots und they spread. It
is not hard to keep controlled, but disagreeable
to one disliking to stoop. By plan tins them in
a basket, the roots creep through the sphagnum
moss making an attractive way to grow it and
an easy way to control it. How much fun
it is to have people curious about your carrots
in the shade garden. .

I am ·sorry the border' of s8mp8r{lor8ns is
cut back. Mr. Grunts, a gift, sheared them
eff. What a ravenous appetite he had. He
dearly loved the maidenhair fern over there
and laid right on this fern .and it is not a
prostrate type fern. Having had no past
experience with turtles, I didn't know he was
a dry land job. Too bad he is, after viewing
the amount he consumed in two hours. Then,
too, he may have frightened you, for he is
big, and you may be afraid to return for
another visit down my garden path. Before
you go, I want to remind you that the plants
we saw today all are growing in the soil one
uses for begonias, fuchsias, and camellias with
the ever important good drainage after water-
ing. These plants also like foliage baths. So
come for another visit! It is such fun telling
you about my plants.

SYLVIA B. LEATHERMAN
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Tuberous Begonias for Amateurs
Begonias are a larger family than most

people think, for they comprise over 1,000

species and countless thousands of hybrids.
Their natural habitat is mainly confined to
the tropical and subtropical evergreen. rain-
forest regions. They all, therefore, require
the shelter of a winter greenhouse. Tuberous
begonias require a frost-proof winter rest.
Practically all can be grown out doors in
'summer, protected from direct sun and wind.
I find a shelter from tubes (burnt-out fluores-
cent tubes) the most effeccive for growth and
leaf color.

Begonias fall into three main classes: tuber-

ous rooted, including bulbous and semi-tuber·
ous rhizomatous, including the rex, and the
fibrous rooted varieties.

So first, let's take the tuberous begonias,
with their majestic blooms and lush foliu,lle,
which are truly the aristocrats of the Westem
gardens. The tuberous begonia was first found
in the higher altitudes of the tropics, where
iT enjoyed a cool climate and thrived in II

soil abundant with humus. After years of
breeding, English and Americun hybridi:ters
have developed large double flowers und huve
successfully blended the originul colors of
white, red, rose and yellow to give us toduy's



large assortment of brilliant tOiles lind hucs.
These begonias thrive in the humid climate
along the West Coast. 'rhey want a model'llte
d:·,ytime temperature; morning 01' late after-
noon sunlight, or an all day liltered sunliµht,
and warm nights-conditions so very similar
to their native habitat.

Tuberous begonias need a RICH, light
soil, from the neutral to the acid side, but
with GOOD drainage. For pot or outdoor
wlture, I find the ideal soil mix is as described
in the December, 1952, issue of The Begorliarl,
on page 272, "Begonia Soil" by Rudolf
Ziesenhenne. I follow this mix to the letter
"T"-leave out nothing and add none of my
own ideas. If this soil mix is used correctly,
it produces results which I can prove. In my
three years of growing tuberous begonias in
Rudy's mix, I have received each year at the
Kational Flower Show of the A.B.S., the
Worth Brown Cup, which is now mine for
keeps. When reading this, "Begonia Soil" by
Rudolph Ziesenhenne, the first thing which
enters one's mind is hoof and horn shavings,
bat manure, Scotch soot, Vaponite (to men-
t:on a few). "Never heard of them," you say,
BUT ALL ITEMS ARE AVAILABLE.

It is 'now time to think of the care of dor-
mant tubers. When blooms on growing plants
begin to decrease, flowers get smaller; foliage
turns pale and yellow, dormancy is approach-
ing (on the West Coast, usually in October
and November). When this stage is reached,
I gradually withhold water until the main
stem drops off. I plant in pots and redwood
tubs only, so I, stack my pots and tubs on
their sides and store DRY in a protected
location.

About February, I take the tuber from the
pot, shake off dirt and place the tuber in a
flat and keep it moist. When pink sprouts
appear on the top of the tuber, it is time
to place it in a flat of straight leaf mold.
j

BEGONIAS, FUCHSIAS & A COMPLETE
SELECTION OF ALL PLANTS

FOR THE SHELTERED GARDEN

RAINBOW NURSERY
1635 W. Florence Ave.

PLeasant 3-6121 Los Angeles 44, Calif.

Covel' the IlIhcl' at loast ono-llIllf llll:h, because
1'Il000sa ISIl flll'ln 011 WI' of I:lIbol' us well as
sides und bllttolll. 1)0 NO'!.' CIIOWn-give
plenty of 1'0000n1'01: 1'001' wowth. Water
dlOl'Ollghly, then kcep tho Holl ITlhmll't moist,
but, NEVIll! soukillg wet. When plums are
about ~" hiµh ulld have l'Ol'lIled their fIrst
two leaves, they may be tl'llnsl~lunted into
pots, preferably at Jeust H" In sizo or directly
into the gWllnd, lllukinl' Slll:t the tuber is
I" below the surface of thtl solI. 'fhe tubers
planted in the ground should always be at
least I.H" llpUrt. AlwllyS when plunting,
j}()int thu /u';/ JJOi"'tin tliu rliral:titm yo'il 'wish
fhl} /lol{!ur.l' to /"I:U. J usc the pill' I11cthod-
sinking the pot illl'o the Hoi! 111111 placing
redwood shuvin,L\s under the pot fur good
drainage. 'fhese receive the P!'OPCI' light and
PLENTY 01' AIR cmcuLA'l'JON,

Now we come to the most Important pa,rt
of I'llising tllberolls be/.lnnias, which is the
watering, J Jive in the W'estchestel: area of
Inglewood, CulHol'nia. r wllter: overhead
every morning and !lood my pots every
Sunday mOl'ning. I pick Sunday because
that's the only day ,r don't wOI'k, except on
begonias. I may, if it gets wurm, say above
90 degrees, have my dUlIghtc.r, Kuy, water
again overhead at noon. I have found if I
water early enough during the day, plants
have a chance to dry before night, which I
think, holds down the mildew. For mildew,
I use Orthodde Garden Funl,~icidc with
Captan. This year I had very good success
using Florcien, spraying early in the morning,
once a week during the growing season. I
had no mildew this year.

So with "Rudy Soil Mix," proper light,
and a good regular watering and spraying
schedule, we can all grow good tuberous
begonias.

JOHN THIEBEN

ED. : John T hieben won the sweepstakes
cup and all other cups awarded for individual
entries, except the one awarded for fibrous
begonias, at the National A.B.S. Flower Show
at Redondo Beach this year-the Worth
Brown cup permanmtly. His wife says, "He
loves his begonias and talks to them personally
each morning."
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Ferns • • • for Use in the Patio or lathhouse
There are many ferns that may be grown

in pots or baskets in the patio or lath house
and I will try to suggest four in this article
as a good beginning.

JUSt about the most satisfactory, from the
standpoint of the beginner in this branch
of horticulture (or pteridology, as the study
ot ferns is called) is the old timer, the Boston
Fern known technically as Nephrolepis
exaltata var. bostoniensis, a sport of Nephro-
lepis exaltata. It was first discovered in a bed
of exaltatas in a greenhouse in Boston, Mass.,
in 1895, and was commercialized under the
name of "Boston Fern," It makes a beautiful
specimen with fronds five feet long, falling
gracefully over the edge of the basket with the
newer fronds concealing the soil in the basket.
The fronds are bright green, retaining their
color over a long period. This fern is sterile,
but can be increased by the many runners that
can be pegged down to root, thus producing
new plants.

Darallia canariensis (Hare' s Foot fern) is
a fern with a creeping, branching rhizome
that grows densely around the basket in which
it is planted. The rhizome is covered with
pale brown scales, like hairs, which give the
fern its name. The fronds arise from the
rhizome at frequent intervals, soon completely
hiding it. The fronds, which are from 15
to 18 inches long, triangular, and dark green
in color, have good keeping qualities: These
fronds are good for bouquets and ar-
rangements.

When planting this fern, place an empry
pot in the basket, with the top of the pot
level with the top of the basket. Using a
pot (the same size as the one in which the
fern is growing) firm the soil under and
around the empty pot, then remove the empry
pot. Knock out the fern from the pot in
which it is growing. After soaking the fern
ball thoroughly, drop it into the hole in the
basket. Pin the rhizome to the side of
the basket as it grows, to allow it to take root.
Keep moderately moist and in partial shade.

Polystichum angulare (soft prickly shield
fern) can be grown either as a basket or pot
fern. The fronds will grow to 3 or 4 feet
with good care, and are beautiful. The stem
(or stipe) bears rust colored scales that extend
along the entire length, and even along the
stem of the pinnae.

Variety proliferum develops small plant-
lets along the stipe or stem. 'The entire frond
can be pegged down on moist soil where

some of the plandets will strike rollts, alld
these rooted plantlets may be removed frolll
the frond when sufficiently large. The fel'll
also can be raised ftom spores.

Polyp odium Knightii is a very fine fel'll
for basket culture, as the fronds develojl
through the sides of the basket. In two or
three years with proper culture the frondH
will almost conceal the basket. Use a 15 or
18 inch wire basket to give sufficient room fol'
the underground rhizome to spread. The'
fronds which will grow to 2 or 3 feet arc
gracefully drooping and evergreen. 1 am
growing it in a lath house, near the coast,
and it has taken a temperature of 40 degrees
without bad results. This fern, sterile like
the Davallia, must be propagated by cutting
sections of the rhizome. By placing them in a
propagating frame at 70 to 75 degrees, they
will root at the joints and start new plants.

All of these ferns will be perfectly happy
in a potting soil composed of: well rotted
leaf mold, 3 parts; coarse sand, 2 parts; neutral
peat moss, I part; crushed charcoal, I part;
and a 2" pot of bone meal for a 5" basket.
Mix these ingredients thoroughly, dampen
and let stand for 2 or 3 weeks to blend. Ferns
should have a top dressing each spring with-
out disturbing the roots. Under no condition
should the soil in the pots or baskets be
forked, as this will injure the feeding roots.

Realizing that most readers are not inter-
ested in technical terms, I have purposely
omitted them, unless necessary. "Hobby grow-
ers" will acquire a few names and terms as
rhey become more familiar with the beauty
and the easy culture of ferns. 1 hope you
like them.

Let's add another fine fern to the list for
good measure. I refer to the Stag-horn Fern,
Platycerium. This fern with both fertile and
sterile fronds is happiest when mounted on
a slab of bark or wood. The fertile fronds
are the ones that extend out from the base
and are forked like a deer's antler, hence the
name. The spores cover the under side of this
frond from the tip to the place where the
frond forks. The sterile fronds are the shield
shaped fronds at the back of the fern, conceal-
ing the roots.

Attach this fern to the bark with copper
wire, with the sterile fronds as close as you
can get them. Drop a handful of DAMP
leafmold between the board and the sterile
fronds, and watch your fern go to town.

JACK MacLANAHAN
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All Medicine Does Not Come in Bottles ...
A few years ago there appeared in one of

the Pasadena newspapers in Joe Littlefield'.r
column, an article by Mrs. Hazel OlJen about
a project sponsored by the Landscaping Society
of Southern California. A member of the
Begonia and Fuchsia societies, our very .rincere
cnd devoted friend, Miss Charlene Hardacre
of the Compton branch, saw this article and
brought it to your attenti01~. She sent a letter
to all branches and the response was won-
derful. ll7e are truly indebted to Miss Hardacre
cnd all the branches. Many thanks for helping
us to make a dream a reality.

MRS. FRANK 1. COE, Project Chairman
Dear Hearts and Gentle People-Many of

you who have donated your time and money to
the Landscaping Society's Brencwood Hospital
garden building project will be pleased to hear
that it was finally started this spring. We must
try to keep you informed somehow of the
progress of the garden as it takes shape.
Donors will all be recognized by markers and
plaques on the grounds when it is completed.

Three years ago when our Society was
looking for a worthy civic beautification
project, we ran across 'the plan for this garden
which our director, Landscape ArchiteGt Zareh
Kiragh, had drawn as a therapy garden for

,the Brentwood Neuro - Psychiatric Hospital.
'The plan includes three main areas, one for
11jungle type or natural garden, a park and
play area with picnic and barbecue facilities,
and a place to raise vegetables and small
animals. The space adjoining the chosen site
is' now used for growing cut flowers and a lath
house, These two units will remain and will
be used in conjunction with the two and a half
acre garden we have planned. This plot is in
a beautifully advantageous position because on
a clear day one can see the Pacific in the
d:srance.

So' fat, the work on the garden has fulfilled

Outdoor Medicine

our exp~nat:olls by 1'l'llvidin,1.\experience and
1I'1tl'l't'St101' all p:ll'l',l:ipllt:ng, Thel'e 111'1:· now an
average of .J()H patienl's at wlll'k l'vel'y day in it.
A new gl'llUJl 01 o('tupationlll thcrapists and
doctors has I'etently beell put in charge of the
patjl'nts who work thel'e. 'l'heir young enthu-
siasm lor till' work is in hiµh gear now, and
things are /Setting done. Pel'haps some of you
have seen them wOl'king with the boys boxing
trees along the Sepulveda 130ulevard margin of
the hosp:tal /Sl'Ounds.

Many line specimen ll'l'(.'Swhich remained
from a 1'I'eviolisly IOtllted Ilul'sery have to be
removed where Sepulveda is to be widened
for a frecway. Some of thclll have been
marked for tl'ansplanting to thi~ garden. Snap-
shots of these transplanting operations show
them having quite a lot of fun. Everyone
within reach throws on a handful of dirt while
watching, they say.

Early in the spring the grading was done
by the Farm Ollke of the Veterans Adminis-
tration Engineering Department. Heavy
machinery such as bulldozers and mechanical
shovels from the Engineering Department
were used and of course the Hospital had the
necessary man-power to operate them.

This left the place ready for the tree plant-
ing and shaping of walks and drives, and the
contouring of each pool. The plan calls for a
waterfall from the highest level followed by a
string of pools. At the time I last visited
there, the carpenters hadn't started building
forms for these concrete pools yet. Plans for
them were still on a drawing board in the tiny
garden house on the edge of the property. One
of the patients had been taking instructions
in drawing plans for them from' Landscape
Architct Bob Griffin. He has taken an interest
in the project to such an extent that he spends
one day a week helping them out there, Mr.
Griffin will be their instructor when school
starts again in the fall under our adult educa-
tion system. This on the job training is what
their .,ocational counselor's office calls "voca-
tional exploration." The patient just men-
tioned is about to start to school outside the
hospital after his discharge, and take a regular
drawing course so as to later become a. land-
scape architect .

.On the walls of the little planning house
was a collection of water colors showing an
artist's idea of what the finished garden should
look like. This was another patient's contri-
bution.

With such a great reservoir of latent talent
as they have among their unfortunate group,

THE J3EGONIAN



It always excites me to see the many /'inc
begonia plants the members of the American
Begonia Society grow; then I think what a
pity it is that so many of us let our plants
stay in a greenhouse or tubehouse and never
really enjoy a picture window shade garden.

What do I mean by the phrase, "Picture
Window Shade Garden?" Simply this, a
shade garden well thought out before plant-
ing, one which is arranged in regards to color,
height, leaf rype, contour, and focal point.

Location is of prime importance. In most
cases, a space next to the patio is the best
choice because it affords you and your guest
the full benefit of the shade garden's beauty.

The next step is to consider the contour. of
the ground. We stress the importance of this
step because a gently rolling shade garden
with some high and some low ground is of
much more character than a flat one. If you
wish to give depth to a narrow space, mound
your soil to the rear of the garden and create
a hollow in the center, letting the ground rise
gradually to the foreground.

In our garden, we laid bricks in the deep
hollow of the yard to give effect and placed
a bird. bath in back and slightly to the side
of the brick floor, thus creating some height.
It's always nice if you have a stump of charred
wood or a tree knot to incorporate into your
planting scheme. We put ours on the top of
the dirt mound and planted gloxinias and
semperflorens in around it.

11;1our shade garden, there is a very large
sycamore tree for shade. For this reason we
have "left most of the plants in their pots
and 'put them in the ground. This keeps the
tree roots from taking all the nourishment
from the begonias.

Next in your plan is the color arrangement.
To me, this is the most exciting part of the
plan .. Such a variety of color to coordinate
and make pleasing to the eye. You have the
vivid green of the aralia to the somber grey
greens and very dark colors of Begonia
Rickey Minter. Select the begonias you wish
to feature in your garden and that' will be
your focal point. In our case we wished to
show off a Begonia Fredde, Begonia Scarlet
O'Hara, and- a rex begonia with red hairy
stems and spotted curled leaves. You must
also select your. plants with regard to leaf
rype. Be sure the leaves are ·of different size

(Continued on Page 279)

Shade Garden

MRS. ANDREW OLSEN
Landscaping Society of Southern California

isn't it ~ good.thi.ng to have a project such A P'et W,'ndow
as thIS for ItS applrcatlOn? I Ur e

Captain Coe and Mrs. Coe, who have been
working diligently these past three years to
raise money for the garden project, are now
trying to get together materials from here and
there for its completion. Mr. Coe's latest
triumph is a pump for the waterfall from a
well known supplier at a ridiculously low
price. Quite a few business firms either have
donated building material or given them to us
at very low prices. In fact it is quite a
rewarding experience to be on the Project
Committee and to find so many people· who
are willing to help. We are beginning to
realize that this garden building effort is going
to make some improvements in both direc-
tions, on us as well as the patients, and we are
sure that all medicine does not come in bottles.

With the grading and drives and walks in,
the newly transplanted trees dotting the
grounds here and there, and the waterfall and
pools designed, we probably will proceed to
scheming ways and means to get black top
drives and cement work done reasonably.

These all will be fairly expensive, so we
still need cash donations from anyone who can
spare them. Just send them along to Mrs.
Frank 1. Coe at 28904 Cliffside Dr., Malibu
Riviera.

Before leaving the grounds on this last visit,
I had a word with Dr. Haskins, Chief of Pro-
fessional Services at the Hospital. He would
like me to urge any of you who can spare the
time to come out and work with the patients.
He prefers especially to 'see some men with
a little "know-how" to help the patients learn
gardening, building of concrete forms, pouring
cement, and helping with "vocational explora-
tion." Can you qualify? If not, why not offer
your services anyway?

Furthermore, he suggested their need for
more outside contacts to test t..lte abiliry of
these boys so they cim go on to the business
of getting jobs. .Some 'of them work only a
few hours a day at maintenance or gardening
and return to the hospital at first. This helps
them to get over the shock of leaving the hos-
pital later.

If any of you would like to employ any of
these men either for full time or part time
work, call Dr. Seacat's office at Brentwood Hos-
pital, in. care of the Veterans Administration,
Wilshire at Sepulveda, Los Angeles.

Also, they invite you to come out and be
their guests at their morning and afternoon
coffee hours, 11 a.m. and 3 p.m. Where?
At the garden, of course!
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Phalaenopsis (Butterfly Orchids) in full bloom at Orchid Research. Note gravel in vats,

Phalaenopsis (Butterfly Orchids)
Requirements and Culture

The Genus Phalaenopsis consists of about
43 species native to the tropical regions of
India, Philippine Islands, Java, Malay Archi-
pelago, Borneo and Sumatra. One of the most
important species in this group is amabilis
with pure white petals and sepals and 3 to 4
inch flowers. It was first discovered by Rum-
phius in 1750 and introduced into England
in 1846 by Thomas Lobb. Another import-
ant species is Aphrodite, native to Java and
the Philippine Islands.

This is similar to P. amabilis, but with
smaller f1ow~rs.·The petals and sepals are
white and the lip is streaked and spotted
with rose pink and yellow. P. Schilleriana,
native to the Philippine Islands, has leaves
10 to IS inches long, dark green mottled
with streaks of grayish-white with a purplish
color on the bottom side. Flowers are 2 to
3 inches and are rose-purple edged with white
with small cinnamon red spots. P. Stuartiana,
native of the Philippine Islands, has leaves
6 to 9 inches and bright green. Flowers
are 2 inches wide, sepals and petals white
b~rr'ed with v'iolet at the base and browner
toward the apices. The middle lobe of the lip
is' bright' amethyst. .

Phalaenopsis usually are found growing on
branches of trees generally in partial shade
and frequently in 'close proximity to water.
They are subject to a' large amount of rainfall
per year and..usually a near-saturated atmos-

phere since the plants cling to the trunks and
branches of trees that are amply mossed. This
moss contributes food (collected dust, bird
droppings and decomposition of the moss) to
the aerial roots which are produced freely.
These aerial roots also contain chlorophyll
when they are exposed to light, so that extra
sugars are manufactured. In the Philippine
Islands, to which most of the Phalaenopsis
are indigenous, the mean winter and mean
summer temperature is about the same. This
is usually between 65 and So degrees
fahrenheit.
LOCATION IN GREENHOUSE

Phalaenopsis thrive in an airy .condition,
but care should be taken that they receive
no cold drafts. Avoid drips in the ceiling of
the green house, as water in the crown of the
plant during a temperature drop sometimes
causes crown rot. Plants can be suspended on
wire hangers if the greenhouse is maintained
at a sufficientlyhigh humidiry, otherwise they
~00uldgrow best on the bench. If Phalaenop-
SIS' are grown with cattleyas or begonias, they.
should be placed in the warmest section of the
house and receive less light than the cattleyas
or begonias. . ,

TEMPERATURE IN GREENHOUSE
Since the Phalaenopsis is indigenous to

tropical "regions, temperatures should be be-
.cw~n 65 and 80 degrees as mentioned ·above.
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The night temperatures should not be main-
tained at less than 65 degrees and the day
temperature can be within the range' of 74
to 100 degrees. A relative humidity of 65
to 70 per cent by day and 70 to 80 at night
is most favorable for growth of plants and
flQwering. During the night, a relative humid-
iry below 70 per. cent during the winter
months, when excessive heating is used, will
cause bud drop. Thus it is often advisable,
when much heating is necessary, to dampen
the floors of the greenhouse during the
ev:ening.

LIGHT REQUIREMENTS

Phalaenopsis must be shaded from direct
sunlight, although enough sun should be
given in thefaU to firmly ripen the foliage
so that the plants:. will produce strong stems
and flowers. During the spring and sunlmer
months, the shade should be fairly heavy and
gradually diminish it during the fall and
winter season. Throughout the year the light
should be maintained about 25 per cent less
than that which cattleyas and begonias are
subjected to.

POTTING
Most plants are grown best in clay' pots

in osmunda fibre with the lower leaves of the
plant set' snugly against the osmunda. They
should be slightly overpotted. The long roots
that have been developed on a plant can be
cut back to about 6 inches when repotted. If
the plant is kept on the dry side for about a
week after re-potting, these roots will heel
over and branch; also, vigorous new roots will
develop from the stem of the plant. Pot the
plant firmly but not as hard as is usually the
custom with cattleyas. Keep well shaded for
about two weeks after potting.

WATERING

During the winter and dull cloudy weather
only enough moisture should be supplied to
keep plants and leaves succulent. Do not water
after noon at this time. Decrease the fre-
quency of water when flower spikes begin to
develop. Phalaenopsis do not have pseudo
bulbs, therefore the osmunda fibre should
never be allowed to become dry. Phalaenopsis
require more water than most other orchids.
Since they are epiphytes, the roots are covered
with velamen, a soft, usually colorless spongy
tissue, which absorbs water rapidly. This
velamen also has a tendency to act as a
root insulator against dryness when plants
are sometimes neglected.

PEEDING

Phalaenopsis can be fed and will profit by
a weak solution of inorganic or organic soluble
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The Aims of the A.B.H.
The American Begonia Hybridizers are a

group of active begonia hybridists and "fel-
low travelers" who are interested in begonia
hybridizing and the promotion of begonias.
As their constitution states, the branch's "pur-
pose shall be educational, scientific, and to
stimulate interest in begonias. It shall pursue
that branch of horticultural science which per-
tains to hybridizing and the recording and
controlling of hybrids." Along with this, they
are' setting up a program of hybrid begonia
selection that will give the hybridizer the rec-
ognition and reward he deserves, as well as
guaranteeing the buyer a fine and distinctive
plant.

The past few years have witnessed the in-
troduction of increasing numbers of new be-
gonia hybrids. Some are good; some not
so good, and some of the best not really dis-
tinct from other hybrids. A person might
order a new hybrid from Nursery "A" to
find it is almost identical from one he had
bought last year from Nursery "B." The fault
is not necessarily that of Nursery "A." He
probably was unaware that his hybrid was
similar to one already introduced. But the
unfortunate part is, that this type of thing
is becoming more and more common. The
fact that a new begonia is registered is no
guarantee that it is different.

The American Begonia Hybridizers will
appraise all new unmarketed hybrids pre-
sented .to it. Those found' superior in beauty
and distinct in variety are selected to be ap-
proved A.B.H. Hybrids. All approved A.B.B.
hybrids will be sold with an A.B.H. tag
on them. This tag insures two things: a
small "royalry" of a few cents on each plant
to the hybridizer and a worthwhile and dif-
ferent plant to the purchaser. A hybridist does
not have to belong to the branch in order to
have a begonia selected as an A.B.H. Hybrid.

For information write: Don Horton, 683
Congress St., Costa Mesa, Calif.

fertilizer. Any of the standard brands are.
safe and satisfactory. Among those tested
are Gaviota, Hyponex, Wilsons, fish emulsion,
California, Red Star, .and Instant Vigoro.

Phalaenopsis are among the most beautiful
of all plants and well reward the grower for
the consideration he gives to their culnaral
requirements. The' above requirements also
will be most beneficial to many other rypes of
plants.

GLENN H. HIAn:, Orckid Research;



which do not show dOl'l11ancytendencies-
they are still ll,!Llin!-\new leaves instead of
dI'opping them. Some begonias of this rype
grow actively I'ight on throu,L\h the winter
months, while othel's just drop their leaves
llnd the plants go to s!t'ep (dormant). Do
not transplant this "sleeper" now. Wait till
spring when a,tive gwwth begins. Don't
be misled illto throwing into the trash this
rex with its dead looking rhiwme. Keep the
soil just moist by an o"asional sprinkle of
water and do not allow the plant 'to dry out
completely at llny time, When spring arrives,
this dead looking, swollen surface root will
surprise yon by sending forth new growth
along it as well as at the growing tip. Soon
the plant will be dressed in beautiful foliage.

The tall growing cane and libl'OUSbegonias
which have only leafy tops say they need food
to support leaf growth along the stem. After
transplanting these tall gwwers, cut of! the
tops at least two joints down. This will forte
new basal growth as well as growth along
the stem. The top nItting can be placed in
a rooting medium until roots form. The slip
can then be potted. This cutting back below
a branching node can be carried on until
the plant has the desired bushy appearance.

Water tuberous begonias as long as they
have leaves and stems. Right now they are in
heavy bloom due to cooler weather. They are
still storing food in the tuber for next year.
Nature will tell the bulb when to rest without
your withholding water. When the bulb is
dormant, remove the stub end of the stein
and dust with sulfur or good bulb dust. If
the tuber is in the ground, I just leave it.
If the tuberous begonia has been growing in
a pot, I place the pot in the sun for a few
days to dry. Then I store the pot, with the
tuber in the soil, on its side in a cool dry
place where it will not freeze. The root system
is not destroyed by digging out the tuber
and next year's roots will branch out from this
old root system.

Begonias which have been growing out-
doors in the garden should be well mulched
with leaves, shavings or leaf mold to prevent
freezing of the rhizomes or roots. The leaves
and succulent stems may go down with the
frost, but next spring, if the freeze has not
been too severe, the begonia plants will come
back twice their size and the rex leaves will
grow increasingly larger. If you prize' a
certain plant which is hard to get or very
valuable, take cuttings from it now to be safe

(Continued on Next Page)

Let·s Get Our Garden Ready for Winter
Especially the Begonias

How did your plants stand up under the
blasts from the desert furnace? Did the leaves
burn and turn brown or did they turn yellow?
If they burnt, it was probably because the
plant was just sprinkled and not deep watered.
The leaf expiration was faster than the roots
could take moisture from the soil or the
moisture was not available. The plants which
nearly folded up may need more .protection
from sun and hot wind. Remember this
plant, so it' may be moved this fall while
dormant, but don't move immediately, wait
till healthy growth appears.' The yellowing
of the leaves of the rose or fuchsia in all prob-
ability was due to your own carelessness in
following a spray program to fight the in-
visible mites and red spider. These insects,
which attack the batk side of the leaf, suck
the very "life blood" from the leaf and also
damage the plant through removal of part
of breathing and food making system, It's
easy to carry OIl a preventive spraying pro-
gram. When the evidence of the pest can be
seen by the holes in the leaves or their yel-
lowing, or stems are cut of! at ground level,
in most cases it is too late to cure because
the damage has already been done.

To prevent plant destruction next year, now
clean up old debris from your garden. Burn
the infected leaves and. plants. Give the
whole garden, soil, all shrubs and trees on
the premises a good clean-up oil spray with
a fungicide mixed in. Many insect pests and
fungus spores winter over in the soil and on
adjacent shrubs. Spot spraying will not do,
the job must be complete, Ferns resent oil
sprays. Protect them during the general
spraying, but be sure to come back to them
and give a tender leaf type spray recom-
mended for ferns. Last, and not least, scatter
bait for slugs a~d snails. .

Now is the ideal time to get our begonias
in shape for winter since they have received
the general garden clean-up spray. Those
actively growing plants which do not go dor-
mant in winter, should be shifted if the
roots protrude from the pot drainage hole or
top growth indicates a larger sufrace. The
begonias will be repotted, not by bare root,
but by slipping the plant, with most of its
old soil, into a pot two sizes larger. The
vitaliry of the plant is preserved and the
growing roots seek food in the new soil. This
transplanting also may be done with rexes
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Winter Work With Fuchsias
During the winter months, we should sur-

vey our fuchsia gardens carefully to decide
if any changes are to be made. Maybe some
'Varietieshave not been satisfactory, and here
spaces can be provided for new introductions.
The soil can be prepared, ready for planting
next spring. Other plants can be moved to
more favorable spots in the garden; low or
tall growers where they belong or giving
others more light, if these are not too old.
Otherwise it is much better to start with new
stock instead of trying to hold on to old
plants. Also check to see that all plants are
correctly labeled.

At this time of the year, fuchsias, either
in .'the ground or in baskets, do not look as
nice as they did in the spring. Yet, we find
many fuchsia blossoms, as some are natural
winter bloomers. After the hot summer
months, they started new growth again for
another splash of color; but in appearance, the
plants have become straggly, with bare
branches or yellow foliage, which is a natural
occurrence.

Now the gardeners and fuchsia lovers are
eager to start pruning. The question is: Is

. this the right time to do it?
It all depends on the geographical loca-

tion. In sections where there is no danger
of freezing, fall or winter pruning is advis-

PREPARATION FOR WINTER
(Continued From Previous Page)

and increase the supply of your favorite. The
plant also may be lifted, potted and protected
.from frost. If there are not too many plants
to protect from frost, they may be covered
with a cardboard carton. When sun gets to
a frozen stem before it thaws out, the expan-

. sion of the water in the cells, caused by
the heat of the sun, explodes the cells and
the plant collapses. Do not forget begonias
need drinks during foggy weather and during
the winter between rains. A dry plant will
freeze more quickly than a well watered one.
When the soil is dry for a long period of
time, it does' not absorb the daytime heat
readily and therefore can not radiate much
protecting warmth at night. Damp 'soil is a
good conductor of 'heat and stores large
amounts of daytime heat, so the greater
warmth at night protects against the damag-
ing cold air. Air circulation also helps to
prevent frost damage. The presence of trees
or overhang from roofs helps keep down the
loss of the heat radiated by the soil at night.

LOUISE CRAMER
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able. The new growth develops slowly and
sturdily, then by spring bushy plants with lush
foliage are ready for blooming.'

But wherever the temperature goes below
thirty degrees, it is safer to wait with pruning
until any danger of freezing is past. Our own
location, Whittier, Calif., may 'be <;aUecl
being on the border line, and in some years it
will go down to freezing weather. Therefore
ic is our practice to prune our fuchsias in
baskets and other containers late in the fall,
then these are moved into protective places
during cold spells. However, in the garden
we wait until about the middle of February
to be on the safe side.

Gardeners away from the Pacific Coast, in
severe climates, have to take special precau-
tions for wintering fuchsias. Baskets, pots or
balled plants from the garden may have to
be stored in a basement or other frost-free
building. If so, be sure they are not allowed
to dry out completely. In other locations,
plants in the ground can be protected by a
heavy layer of mulch, straw, leaves or some
other material. Even if the top growth freezes,
after the plants 'are cut back well below the
damage, they usually will come up again with
increased vigor in the spring.

While most gardeners believe that the
correct time for propagating fuchsias is in the
spring, experience has taught us that the late
fall and winter months are ideal. Before
going into the dormant stage, most plants de-
velop enough young shoots to provide cutting
wood. The advantage of early propagation is
that by spring strong plants in 4 inch pots
can be had either. for planting out or to make
up baskets. The result 'is that large blooming
specimens can be raised in one season. In
cold climates,.a greenhouse or conservatory is
indispensable for propagation. In milder
locations, it is not difficult at all to winter
young stock. Cold frames are the most satis-
factory for this purpose.

Wherever you live and garden, you can
look forward to another colorful display of
fuchsias.

WILLIAM MEYN, Horticulturist

AFRICAN VIOLETS

LEAVES - PLANTS ~
The best of the older varieties

and many new ones

WRITE FOR LIST .'
ORCHARD NURSERY

4011 Mt•. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette, Calif.
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In Memoriam
It is with deep regret we report tltc passill,ll

"Into the Land of Perpetual lle!-\ollias" Mrs.
Bessie Raymond Buxton. This nationally til-
mous garden enthusiast died suddenly, Nov. I),

1955, in J. B. Thomas Hospital, Peabody,
Mass.

Born in Danvers, Jan. 22, 1H77, she lived
in Peabody the greater part of her life. Mrs.
Buxton was the first president of the PeabodY
Garden Club and always actively associated
with its projects; was corresponding secretary
of the Begonia State Federated Club from
1927 to 1930 and corresponding secretary of
the Begonia Council of the State Federated
Garden Clubs of America, 1930 to 193H. She
also was past president of the Peabody Wom-
an's Club, She was known for her ability as a
historian, having written many articles for
magazines and papers on historic places in
this area, many of which were published in
the Essex Institute collections. Being an ac-
complished musician, she was accompanist for
many local events and for more than 30
years was organist for the First Universalist
Church of Peabody.

In 1945, she appeared before the New York
Botanical Garden Sociery for a series of lec-

IUI'CSalld ill I')~~ shc lI'uvtoJt·d10 Clllifornia
w herc Sltl' lIIudc U HCI'ics01 Icl'lul'cS before hor-
!indluml W'OIIPSund ullt'lI,k'd Ihe National
(;ollvelltiOIl of lite AlIlcrkuu Be,llouiu Sociery
iu Suu I'I'Ullcisro. Site wus ,Ilivcu, in 1953, a
,Ilold Illedul hy lite MuHsul'husetts Ilorticultural
Sodety for Iter (HltHmudill,llHervice in compil-
illµ u µlosslLI'Yof 10,UUUbC,llouhl names. As
ussociute ediwl' of ("'II'I/~'II M'I/oI,/:dll~, she wrote
Illlllly lIrddes Oil Jluwers, lind wus wnsidered
un uuthol'ity on bellonJus.

Bessie Buxton wus u member of the no-
mendutul'e committee of the American Be-
,Iloniu Society. She wrote 8111(011;aJ', and How
/0 Groll' '/'/.11//# ulld will huvc released this
lll0lllh ILucw hook on ,Ilel'Ulliul11s,

In Ol'tobel' uf Ihis yeur, the first Eva Ken-
worthy <.il'Uy1'Iuque WILSj'1't:senred to Bessie
lluxton in rew/lnition of her outstanding con-
tribution of ol'i,llinul muteriul which aided
members of the Amel'icun Begonia Sociery in
their study lind enjoyment of begonias. Cath-
erine M. Sheehlln writes, "She WllS made very
happy and she truly dcserved the award."

-11-

Information Please
Q.-I grow my B. Limmirlghei under the

bench in the greenhouse-but it never
blooms. WHY? V. M., Eagle Rock, Calif.

A.-B. Lim1lti7lghr:i needs warmth and plenry
of light, to keep it growing and to have it
bloom. So, would suggest that you place
your plant high in the greenhouse and re-
member that this species is a heavy feeder
and requires a richer medium than most
begonias. You might try giving it regular
weekly feedings of a mild fertilizer.

Q.-Am unable to grow rhizomatous bego-
nias, yet have no trouble with the cane,
semperflorens and even tuberous. What do
I do wrong? J. B., ,Nashville, Tenn.

A.-The rhizomatous group of begonias usu-
ally have thick heavy rhizomes in which
they store their strength. Are you watering
them too often? Most rhizomatous begonias
grow with the rhizome hugging the ground.
Ani you potting them too deep and caus-

,ing the rhizome to rot? They do not require
a special medium ... are good feeders, but
can stand less watering. Would suggest
that you do not "baby" them. The fact
that you are so anxious to, grow them leads
one to believe that you are killing them
with kindness.

Q.-Ihave B. Alice-Mac and would like to
know something about it. What is its
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parentage, the best conditions for growth,
etc.? M. J., Willow Grove, Penn.

A.-The B. Alice-Mac and B. Mac-Alice were
produced by crossing B. MacDougalli on
B. imperialis. Pictures and descriptions are
on page 73, April, .-1:953, issue of The
Begonian. They can be grown best under
the same conditions as the rex begonia.

Q.-Is the begonia Manda's woolly bear a
hybrid or species?

A.-In 1913 this begonia was accidentally
introduced in the Manda's Orchid Green-
houses, Orange, New Jersey. It has always
been very popular and widely grown. Be-
lieved to be a species begonia by many, it
was not identified until 1952. To. quote
from March, 1953, Begonian, page 64,
~'B. leptotricha,C. DeCandolle, from Para-
guay, has been established as the correct
name for our old mystery friend, 'Manda's
woolly bear'."

Q.-What is the origin of B, G'ray Feather?
A.~B. Gray Feather is a selected seedling of

B. compta, grown by the "Murphy Twins"
of Santa Barbara, Calif. The seedling was
sent to the New York Botanic Gardens and
was given the name of B, Gray Feather
by Mr. T. H. Everett, horticulturist. De-
scribed for the first time in 1940, page 21,
Begonias by N.Y.B. Gardens. "It differs
from "compta" in that the leaves are nar-
rower, the margins more undulated, shal-
lowly lobed and in that the whitish-grey
bands bordering the veins are broader and
less sharply defined." Its foliage is greyer
than the parent and the leaf has a high
wing lobe and wavy margin. The leaf
tapers down to a fine' point. It is not as
tall growing as B. compta.

LOUISE SCHWERDTFEGER

Shade Garden ...
(Continued Fro~ Page 273)

and texture, some hairy, another curly margin,
and others smooth. This is important because
to have leaves of the same type would be
very monotonous. In selecting your plants, ,be
sure you're not repetitious in your colors.
Variety \vill make your garden attractive.
You won't tire of its arrangement. In"your
planning, be sure to leave sufficient space
for adding seasonal plants in bloom. You'll

,have fuchsias to display in the summer as
well as tuberous begonias for that spectacu-
lar look.

Our shade garden is framed by the lovely
Fatshedera, up one side of the patio and
across the top. For ground cover, we used
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Are You Interested?
In the Roadside Rest Pro,L\,1:U1'Il'for the

State of California? If you !'IILVC: tl:uvllied
through other states and enjoyed rcst lind
relaxation at, one of thejr ROlldHldc Rest
Parks, you will know how much Hu(,hhelllClty
spots will mean to the travelers in ClLllfomill.

The Roadside Rest Parks ll/'e Jat1dH~uped
with shrubs and trees and are equipped with
drinking fountains, tables und ben~heH,ulld
containers for rubbish, making them u vel'y
valuable and beautiful additiclll to out Stucco

If these patks are not lll:l(uired by the
State within the next Jive years, the cosc of
2cquisition will JIlake such a pWgt:llll1 imptul:'
tical. It is therefore urgent that those of
you who are interested should act quickly.

Whittier Parlor No. 298, Native Daughters
of the Golden West, as a member of the
Whittier Community Beautiful, requests that
you write letters from your club, and that
you as individuals write letters to Governor
Goodwin ]. Knight favoring the Roadside
Rest Park Program and asking that he call
a special session of the Legislature to consider
the subject concurrently with the Budget Ses-
sion in March, 1956.

Letters to the State Division of Parks and
Beaches approving the Roadside Rest Park
Program also will be valuable.

Will you show your interest by writing?
Address your letters to the following:

Governor Goodwin J. Knight
State Capitol Building
Sacramento, California

Mr. Newton B. Drury, Chief
Division of Beaches and Parks
721 Capitol Avenue
Sacramento 14, California

Your assistance in this project will be greatly
oppreciated. Thank you.

ROY E. YEWELL
3906 So. Durfee Ave.

Pico, Calif.
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From Your President
To ALL MEMBERS:

First because it is that time of year and
so I do not forget, I wish to say to all A.B.S.
members and friends, a Very Merry Ch·ri.rt..
mas and Happy New Year. May I rcmind
anyone planning to attend the Board meeting
if; December, that as is customary, there will
not be a meeting in December.

The first of this series of articles about
our National Board had one omission which
I shall now add. Fred Browne, our second
vice president, is custodian of our ,ollicial
printed stationery both full and half letter
size paper with envelopes to match. Write
to him, about cost of same.

Two positions on our Board are filled
very competently by another man and wife
team, Arlene and Emri Stoddard. Arlene is
our Secretary and is responsible for the min-
utes of our Board meetings and their prepara-
tion for publication in The Begonian. She
also conducts the c;orrespondence of the Board
as directed. Being ever helpful, she accepts
many other assignments which benefit our
Society. Emri as Business and Advertising
Manager sees to it that our purchases are
made as economically as possible and also
solicits ads for The Begonian. He bills and
collects from the advertisers, and reports
monthly to the Board.

Sam Sault, husband of Lucy Sault, our Li-
brarian mentioned last month, is the Par-
liamentarian. Whenever there is a question
of procedure, we wrn to him, and because of
his past experience in numerous social and
fraternal organizations, he sets us straight.

Heading our Research Department is
Sylvia Leatherman, another' hard working
member interested in so many things we
wonder how she does it all. Sylvia is going
to establish test gardens to which members
may send plants according to established
rules, and receive reports on how they grow
under different conditions.

Another major project, being tackled by
Research this year, .is the compilation of a
Glossary of Begonias designed particularly
to use at shows for classification of plants
to assure 'their being put in their proper
classes. Tl'iis is a huge project and will re-
qUire considerable' assistance and if there is
anything you elm do to help, please let
Sylvia know.

A third project to be attempted is a Survey
of Begonias in an effort to learn which Be-
goniaswiiI grow where. This survey is

llltcmdod to JIllVOIIvlIIJllbleW 1I0W/lrowers of
hellonlllN II IIHt of plillll:H which ure most
Jllu:ly to ,L\I'OWIII I'hOII' 111'eUH,HO they can
Iwoid thl: I:XPC:IIHI:1111\\ dl~upp()il1tment of
tl'ylllil uJi kllldN, WI: fl:l:l, if new urowers of
hellonillN Clln HtUI'tout ~l'Owinlo\ plants suc-,
(t'HHfuJlYil'Ill:y will be l11uch hUI?pier, remain
J1'Ie111bel'~lunlll:l', Ill'udullte to l'he Ill'llwing of
11101:1: l:CI11I?C:I'l11li1lltulvlldlitieH lind be a credit
to the A,13,S, by PWlnOtll1H our llims and
purj)u~eH, Sylviu hilS IIccepted II big job.
Let's ull pitch in und help her help the A.B.S.

'rhc gwwth lind ~l'rclld of our Sociery
iH of \>tlme i1ltercHt to 1111 of us and is es-
St'lItlul I'UI' OUI' cOlII:lnul:d cxiHtence. It is
the bu~ic lllw of lIuture that nothing stands
still..:-it cithcl' IlI'OWN01: dieN, 'fhe department
thllt kecps OUI' Society in II Hood state of
hcalth is' the Public Reilltlon~ Committee
headed by 11rank More. They arc the ones
who, uppn hCllrinll of ~\>mc individual Who
is intercstcd in gl'Owing begonias, either try
to interest the person in joilling the A.B.S.
or in form ing II Bt:Unch of the A,B.S. The
correspondcnce from this dcpllwnent is quite
voluminous. Whcn Fl'lInk 01' one of his as-
sistants has all the dctails worked out as
tc how to form a Branch of the A.B.S., he
recommends to the Board the acceptance
of the By-laws and Constitution, the name
desired by the new group and the 'presenta-
tion of their charter. If you are a Member at
Large, it may be you cal'! organize a branch.
How about it? Write to Frank Moore for
details. His address may be found under the
list of ,officers in this issue.

More about your Board next montp.
JOE TAYLOR, President

Classified ~Ads ...
FOR SALE"":'::Gfass showcase $25. Apptox:

,2 ft. wide, 6 ft. long, 4 ft. high, 2 shelves.
No delivery. Joe Taylor, rear 301 Anita
St., Redondo Beach.

FOR SALE-16 spoke wagon wheel, narrow
gauge, metal tired. Will take $5. No 'de-
livery. Joe Taylor, rear 301 Anita St.,
Redondo Beach.

FOR SALE-Fine mesh shrimp netting, 30 ft.
by 36 ft., $16.50. Will sell a half either
way. No delivery. Joe' Taylor, rear 301
Anita St., Redondo Beach.

SEND a subscription for The Begonian for a
Christmas gift.

A CHRISTMAS gift the whole year through
-seeds from the Clayton Kelly Seed Fund.

WANTED to buy or exchange-begonia
seeds. Named varieties. Clayton' Me Kelly

, Seed Fund,' Los Angeles 66, Calif. " '
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From Your Editor
DEAR BEGONIAFANS:

Again, may I thank you for the nice letters
which were greatly appreciated. These letters
are not only morale building, but are also
guides to what people want to read about in
The Begonian. Please keep them coming-
coming in also with stories about how you
grow begonias in your area. Pictures, in
glossy black and white, also are very desirable.
We are unable to use colored pictuies or

'" slides' for engraving in the magazine. If
you do have a cut of your picture, we cer-
tainly would appreciate having it. We are on
a close budget and can not include as many
pictures as we would like, because the cost
of picture engraving is quite high. State
whether you wish to have pictures returned
or filed in library.

When you send in the name of your new
Branch Secretary, please give us her address
so the records may be kept up to date.

Please send dates for your events in at least
one month before they are to happen if you
wish to get them on the CALENDAR.

What are you doing in your Branch?
Let's hear from each of our fifry Branches.

May we forget the commercialism evidenced
many places by putting up Christmas decora-
tions "before Halloween and REJOICE SPIRI-
TUALLYIN THIS HOLYSEASON.

When the celebration of the arrival of the
New Year is quieted, let us resolve in our
hearts to: '

Forget petty jealousies;
See the good in everyone; be,blind to~his

faults; , , :'
Lend a helping 'hand to the one' .who is

down' :;:"
Give-a ~ell-meaning pat on the b~c'kwhen

it is' deserved;
Measure our li~es by The Golden Rule,-

"Do unto others as you wish, them, to
do unto you."

A very MERRYCHRISTMASand a HAPPY
NEW YEAR.

LOUISECRAMER
--B--

TO ALL BRANCHES
IF! you have a Branch Library,
IF! your Librarian will, make a request

giving her or his name and address,
IF! this office is PROMPTLY notified of

any change of name and address of Librarian:
Starting with the January issue a free copy

.- o{ The Begonian will be sent to your Li-
, "brarian each month.

,JACK MACL-\.NAHAN

PE<:EMBER,1955
- ..:._.~._;:/.- '.

In Your Library
Now is the time to fl'eshen up on IlouNe

plants, indoor gardens and how to CUl'l:fur
your plants during the wintel' mOl'lI'hN,In
reading some of the back nUmbl:I'Hof ~l'h/l
Begonian, we find many helll't to helll't tIllkN
from people who really knuw theirplllncs, lind
who like to pass along to others whllt thely
have learned. We have on hllnd, Ill' a velry
low rate, many back issues of ThIJ BIlI/rm,_n
that can be very helpful. We do not hllVCl
complete files of every year prior to 1940,
but what we have on hand fire very inter-
esting. All Begonians prior to 1952 11CI:
only 10 cents per copy. All issues subsequl:nt
to 1952, sell for 25 cents per copy.

Our books are very valuable to everyone,
You will find a list of books that are avail-
able published in the October, 1955, issue
of The Begonian.

Again it is necessary to earnestly request
those who have had books on loan {or more
than 30 days to return them immediately.
Our records show that some books have
been out on loan since August, 1954. We
have to turn down requests for book loans
constantly, because some one has had the
book for months. This is not fair, and I am
advising you at this time that the Board
requires me to give them a list of those who
have had books over 30 days. Just what
action will be taken by the Board we do not
know. But be good members and send the
books back. DO IT NOW.

One of our successful Sociery members
claims ,the reason he has such grand results
is that he loves his garden-and lets the plants
.know it. And for those who love plants and
flowers, nothing could be nicer than a book
on this subject as a gift, birthdays, anniver-
sary, Christmas, etc.

'We are starting a new year with many new
'ideas, and many friends, old and new. May
the coming year be as fine a one as you
ever have had.

Lucy A. SAULT

CALENDAR
Dec. 8-El Monte-Christmas Whoopee

Party and Smorgasbord; 7 :30 P.M.
Jan. IO-Long Beach PareQ.t Branch-

23rd Birthday Anniversary, 7 :30 P.M.
Jan. 25-Norvell Gillespie at the Annual

Birthday Dinner, San Gabriel Valley
Branch. Dinner at 6:30 P.M. and Meet-
ing at 8:00 P.M.



installed at the llnnual banqtlct held at
FOl'est Lodl-\c al'e: President, Mr, Donald
Thomas; Pres, mect, Mrs, Violet Roth; Sec-
retllry, Mrs. l.mlise AlImachcl'i Treasurer,
Mrs. Orris RllY Martini Members, Board of
Directors, ,Mr, James C. Miller, Mr. Daniel
Buckley; and Director National Board, Mrs.
John H. Smith,

--13--
SAN GABRIEL VALLEY

"C01'lll Gurdening" tl'ansplanred the mem-
bers to Hawuii for u look ILtvolcanic coral
through the medium of colored slides. There
was an interesting plunt table for the many
persons who arrunged their work so ,that
they might be out the night before Thanks-
giving. Plants suitable for planters and planter'
arrangements were demonstruted.

Don't forget our birthday dinner, January
25, 1956. Norvell Gillespie, who will be
back from "The Land Down Under," will
be our speaker.

real facts
not only

--B--

Branches

VENTURA
The Ventura Branch of the American. Be-

gonia Society exhibit in the Ventura County
Fair, held October 5-9, received First prize
in its class, which carried with it a $175
cash award and a beautiful trophy. Comments
from the judges' sheets scored it 100 per cent.
Each and every specimen that was chosen
from the members' gardens was as near per-
fect as possible. The exhibit depicted a patio
scene at the rear of a home, surrounded with
beautiful begonias and ferns. A garden
so simple and yet so arranged that any ol).e
could copy it in his own garden. Truly a
beautiful spot in the Floriculture Department
of our Fair. '

Several members' entered individual gardens
of 100 square feet, winning first prize in
their class. Many members entered individual
specimens of begonias, ferns and other shade
loving plants, taking home ribbons and tro-
phies as well as cash awards.

Competition grows each year, which makes
for a better show. That in turn makes a better
upd larger Floriculture division in our County
Fair. We of the Theodosia Burr Shepherd
Branch of the' American Begonia Sociery are
proud to be a part of it.

--B--
WHITTIER'

Anyone who wanted to know the
about how to approach gardening

--B--
HOLLYWOOD

"Begonias" was the title of the talk pre.
sented by Mr. W. C. Cocke of Redondo Beach.
Wednesday evening, November 16, in Plum-
mer Park at 7 :30 p.m. He iliustrated the
talk with begonia plants and some of his
colored slides of his favorite begonias.

Mrs. R. J. Coup, one of our founders, in-
vited our members to meet at her home to
discuss plans for the ensuing year. Sime
new ideas have been suggested which ,should
be worthwhile to members and guests One
is the giftbf a begonia plant to each person
who brings in a new member, and also the
new member' upon joining would receive a
begonia plant as a gift. Then too, a round
table discussion on shade plant culture, as a
short regular feature of each program.

--B--
SAN FRANCISCO

Dr. Paul Gilbert showed colored movies
of his trip around the wqrld, which were
greatly appreciated. A short timely discussion
on various phases of begonia culture was held.
To help newer members become better ac-
quainted, the 26 members who joined the
Branch during 1955 were introduced and pre-
sented with corsages and flowers.

The following officerselected for 1956 and

cf:eavej From Our Begonia
GLENDALE

Mr. Fred Kaye, one of our members and a
specialist in his field, spoke on "Ferns" at the
well attended meeting held the night before
Thanksgiving. Also, there were extra special
ferns on the plant table.

As you all know, Mr. and Mrs. Cae donate
much of their time at the Veterans Mental
Hospital in the landscaping of the grounds,
with'the help of the Veterans, These boys
didn't ask to go to war and return in the
condition they are now in. No, they were
overseas fighting and being exposed to death
while we were home living in luxury with
no fear whatsoever of war near us. All we ask
of you is to give a nice donation to show your
appreciation to the boys for being cannon
fodder so we can live in a free country. The
socks for your donation will be hanging there
waiting for your bills and checks. Your money
won't be spent in vain, Many boys are sent
home every year as well boys. And what a
beautiful thought you can have just to think
you helped cure those boys with your
donations.
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from the "ground up" but beneath the ground,
learned just that from Mr. Paul Little, of
the Pacific Guano Company.' His talk was il-
lustrated with colored film and gave much
information on soil culture and down to earth
facts as to how to approach the various prob-
lems related to soil condi,tioning.

The plant sale added the usual zest to the
meeting. Among the plants was the beautiful
rex cultorum Crimson Lake donated by Mrs.
Winona Jensen.

--B--
WILLIAM PENN

Mrs. Anna Steel of the Margaret Gruen-
baUffi Branch brought to the William Penn
Flower Show a thorough lesson on how to
grow begonias from seeds, slips and leaves.
She starts her seeds in plastic containers.
When they get their third or fourth leaf she
transplants to thumb pots which she again
sets in larger containers holding 5 or 6 pots,
and covers them with transparent lids. This
prevents loss through forgetting to water small
new. plants which need constant attention so
they do not dry out. Cuttings and leaves also
are handled the same way. Mrs. Steel had
brought the containers with her.

--B--

All garden dub members should unite
to promote LIVINGCHRISTMASTREES.

Brown Bulb Ranch
CAPITOLA, CALIF. SEATTLE, WASH.

World's Largest Growers of
TUBEROUS BEGONIAS

Ruffled Camellia
Improved Fimbriata

Single Frilled (Crispa)
Crispa Marginata

Hollyhock (Martiana)
Daffodil (Narcissiflora)

Improved Multiflora
Do'ttble Marginata (Picotee)

Hanging Basket (Pendttla fl. pl.)
"Santa" Varieties

WHOLESALE ONLY
!'..vailableat most Nurseries and Seedhouses

DECEMBER,1955 '

Appeal of Hybridizing
(Contirw(je! j1ro1!t /"I'ill 2M)

in future crosses and can sire sollle wOl'l'h·
while begonias.

The method of hybl'idhdn!-\and I'el'lll'dinil
is simple. Select the two be!-\oniasyou wunt
to hybridize. Take a male blossom fmm Olle,
and holding it by bending the two JUl',llt petills
back, brush the pollen on the pistil of the
selected female blossom. On a smull bit of
paper, write the number of the cross und
with a narrow strip of cellophane tnpe fusten
it around the peduncle holding the female
blossom. In a notebook, record the beµonias
llsed in the cross. Record the female parent
firsr to facilitate checking the success of the
cross later.

Keep the mother plant slightly on the dry
side while it is setting seed. If the cross
takes-and in a good many instances it
doesn't-the pistil will turn brown and the
petals wither and fall off. The seed pod will
plump out a slight bit during the six weeks
or so it is ripening. Usually an unsuccessful
cross will reveal itself within a week by the
seed pod unceremoniously falling off. How-
ever, sometimes the cross seemingly takes and
then the pod drops off in three weeks or a
months. But if you are successful and the seeds
ripen, after you plant them, you will realize
why hybridists enjoy the pastime so much.

After the seeds germinate and commence
growing, each new leaf that develops is dif·
ferent from the one that preceded it. Each
new leaf is becoming just a little more like
the adult plant it will someday be. In the
hybridist's mind is the question, "Will it
result in the hybrid that I planned it would
be?" Just look at the beautiful new hybrids
on the market today and you'll see that many
have fulfilled the aim the hybridist planned
for them.

DON HORTON
--B-

THIS MONTH'S COVER
"Christmas in a Southern California Nur-

sery" is a Rupert Burzynski design. Picture
courtesy Jerry Mendon's Nursery, San Gabriel.

CAC'l'US.FLOWERED GERANIUMS
1956 Introductions

Star of Persia-Deep Crimson-Purple
Starlet-Rose-Salmon '

$1,5QEach Both for $2;50 Postpaid

KENNETH TERRY
2314 Harriman Lane, Redondo Beach, Cal.



Clayton M. Kelly Seed Fund.
This month you will be able to select many

interesting seeds of begonia and other genera.
We have spent a great deal of time and effort
in compiling this list for you and are always
happy when we find something rare or differ-
em. We have not been successful in finding
descriptions on some of the begonias, but
perhaps someone will have the information
and pass it on.

New seed listed below are; 1. B. Aquidata.
We have no information on this one, other
than it comes from Costa Rica. 2. B. Costa
Rica species, Large white flowers. 3. B. India
type rex. Himalayan species finest mixed.
Rare. 4. B. Popenoei, species. Large, rhizoma-
tous; leaves large, pointed, bright green,
sparsely hairy. Flowers large, white in tall
panicles. Above four packets for $1.00.

As the season for planting seeds of tuberous
type begonias approaches, we have the follow-
ing for your selection. 1. B, Tuberous mixed.
Giant flowered rypes. This strain produces
huge, beautifully colored flowers. Mixture
includes giant camellia double, giant carnation
double, and others. Fresh seed from a West-
ern grower. 2. B. josephi. A species from
India. Small leaves, sometimes lobed, usually
stemless; flowers small, rose-pink. 3. B, White
Feather. Tuberous. Forms large tubers in
leaf axil. Flowers white. 4. B. Andersoni.
Tuberous, from India. Above 4 packets, $1.00.

Our files are overstocked with the seeds
listed below. Some have just come into the
seed fund. 1. B. Colombia species mixed.
Large bright green leaves, pink flowers. 2.

B. Colombia species with white flowers. 3.
B, Gigantea, Himalaya. Medium, leaves
obliquely ovate-pointed. Green. Flowers whire
or pale pink. Unusual. 4. B. lutea. From India.
5, B, laciniata. Of the rex cultorum. Small,
rhizomatous; leaves broad-ovate, flowers are
large pink, petals hairy on the outer surface.
6. B, Megaptera. From India. Above 6 packets
for $1.00.

,Fresh new seed of other genera consist of
the following: 1. Echeveria glauca. Mexico.
Succulent plant of the Crassulaceae family.
Leaves are pale bluish-green; terminal point
purplish. Flowers are pink on tall sralks.
This plant is used effectively as borders or
bedding plants in mild climates. Elsewhere,
as a greenhouse subject. 2. Epiphyllum (epi-
phytic). Hybrid mixed orchid cactus. Mexico
arid Brazil. Popular greenhouse or window
gatden plams. Flowers are large and showy
of many colors. 3. St~eptocarpus grandis and

StrlijJtoctlrlm.r liylli.l'.I'imixed. Ncw sced of this
rare plant have recently been J'(~ceivedfrom
South Africa. Scarce. 4, C,ra/hli'le dealbata.
New Zealand, Tl'ee fel'1l of !-\l'Catbeauty and
~rown by t10rists for its fcathery foliage.
l'ronds yellowish green above and white be-
neath. Mostly rropical or greenhouse. Nice
addition to any fern collection, 5. Dyckia
momevidenJ't.l'. TeCl'estrial bromeliad' with
beautiful rosettes of leaves bordered with soft
spines and tall spikes of bri!-\ht flowers. 6.
J3illbergia l>ortliana, Bromelind family. For-,
merly known as Nobilli, LelLVcslire wide and
deep green. The pendant J!ower stem hangs
over the side and the tips of rhe [Jowers touch
the ground. Bracts are brilliant rose. Above
collection 6 packets for $1.25, 4 for $1.00.

Those of you who never have grown
begonias from seed are missing a thriUing
experience. So easy. We have many seeds of
.remper{lorens of all types as well as other
easy to grow begonias.

MRS. FLORIlNCEGEE
Seed Fund Administrator
--B--

The Robins are out flying strong again, now
that vacations are over. New members are
interested and anxious to learn how to grow
their favorite plants, so we must help them
by sending in our ideas and experiences.

I have had such fine letters from the
ROBINS and new ROBINS are building up
rapidly. The response I have had for the
FOLIAGEAND BEGONIA(BEGINNER'S) ROB-,
INS has been far beyond my expectations,
which goes to show that people are interested
in the ROBINS. I can use a few more in the
BEGINNER'Sand can send another on its way.

There also are requests for a HYBRIDIZING
ROBIN and if enough people are interested,
I shall get it started. ' I aha have requests for
the renewal of a GARDENGOSSIP ROBIN.
Little things to do in our gardens, or any
artIcles of interest you find in magazines or
papers, or what your neighbors or friends do
in their gardens, are items of great interest to
our widely scattered membership.

Let's try this one-just drop' me a card,
with your name and address on it and state-
the ROBINyou wish to fly with.

MARIE REED
Round Robin' Chairman

THE BEGI:lNIAN



Round Robin Corner
Ju-st received my October issue of Begonian'

today, so I decided to let you know how much
I enjoy it. Marie Reed also told us to write,
in a recent ROBIN. I'm a collector and a
country woman, without privileges of attend-
ing any A.B.S. branches. I belong to many
ROBINS and, do enjoy them very much-that's
where I acquire many of my begonias. We
swap cuttings. I have personally met some of
th~se flower friends. They are always very
nice people.

I have all of. my Begonians from my first
issue of 1948 and use them over and over
for information. You see some of the' cuttings

I' and plants I received are misnamed so with'
pictures and magazines I can help to identify
them.-

I have around 100 different; perhaps more,
begonias. I have no green house or enclosed
porch. I just have them all over the house
'which isn't too large. I have one room full
",upstairs, all the windows full all over the
_place, even the' basement has its share.

We have much cloudy weather, which
doesn't help. In~ummer I have my plants in
an old range shelter covered with plastic,

'but our humidiry is always so high that 1.
have trouble with mildew. I never can get
what the magazines recommend at our drug

'_store, so I've been using plain sulphur--=-
dusting with it. I've found the so called
"angel wings" are the easiest victims.

Ethel McKay, from Washington, says the
,tubers of tuberous begonias grow larger and
better if flower buds are pinched the first year.
.I only have a few tuberous begonias in a
<;lishpan, so I can carry the whole ~hing in
the cellar when it gets cold.

Here in this part of the country we don't
-have access to gardens as you do in ,California.
1. hope the question and answer 'COlumn'will
come back, also the ROUND ROBIN- CORNER
in The Begonian. Marie is a wonderful gal.

- I'm always interested in the pictures and de-
scriptions of new begonias, of course I always
want them, too.

I was glad to receive the list of the books
in the library and will make use of some. I
have Helen Krauss', Begonia, for Home anti
Garden, also Bessie Buxton's, Begonias and
How to Grow Them and. Mqntague Free's
-book, on Houseplants. Yes;-khaveall kinds of
plants, epescia, gloxiania, AfJ'lcanviolers, fe~ns,
cactus, philodendron, etc.' Y(;1i ac'cunifilate
v.hen you swap. ,My ,proble.lI\, baby riow is
boweri. I started it from a leaf, but it is so

:,trail and seems unhappy. I like to master

DECEMBER, 1955

Let's Sit In' ...
Let's sit in with the Nationul Bourd of tho::

American Begonia Society, meetin/ol October
24 in the Los Angeles City Hall. President
Taylor presiding over the meeting opr:nt:d
with the Pledge to the Flag und rhe l:eadinll
of the Aims and Purposes, MinutcH of pre.
vious meeting were read und upproved us
corrected. Treasurer's report - read al1cl
approved.

Fifty membership (Begonia' Society) pins
are to be ordered. Membership Sccl'ctury
MacLanahan reported 126 renewals llnd 7H
NEW members. Seed Fund chairman Gce
reported receipts $58·75, disbursements $7.75,
remitted to treasurer $5r.oo. Slide librarian
Anderson reported speakers list ready, with
cost of printing $18.50, due to repairs on
mimeograph machine. Librarian Sault sold
2 books, 55 Begonians and loaned 5 books.
Remitted to treasurer $I r.68.

Vice president Schwerdtfeger reported on
her visit to La Mesa Branch. It was approved
by the Board: to change the name of La Mesa
to San Miguel; to accept the revised Constitu-
tion and By-Laws of San Miguel Branch; to
grant a Charter to San Miguel Branch.

Mrs. Schwerdtfeger reported' a new Branch
at Galveston, Texas, to -be known as Treasure

, Island Branch. The Constitution and By-Laws
of this new branch were accepted and a char-
ter is to be granted.

Chairman of Judges School, Kerlin, stated
judges' class would start the first of the year.
New cards to accredited judges will bear an
expiration date as defined by Board action.

The secretary was authorized to purchase
and have mimeographed 500 cards for meet·
ing notices.

The Constitution and By-Laws will be
omitted from The Begonian until further con-
sideration by the Executive Board.

Editor Cramer was given authority to de-
stroy obsolete material in Begonian files.
Clyde Browne, Printer, with lowest bid of
four printers, was awarded the printing
contract for The Begonian. The secretary
will write a letter to Bain Printing Co., for-
mer printer, that the contract was awarded
to Clyde Browne, Printer.

those they call difficult. I have Abel Carrier,
Tingley Mallett (gave me two seed pods
which I plailted), dancing girl and, calla
begonia.

Good luck to you. I'm rooting for U.
A begonia crazy leatherneck,

MAUDE S.,!amestown, Pa.
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Branch Meeting Dates
VISITOJ{S ALWAYS W11LCOMH AT 'l'I,"HlS,I~ Mlm'l'INClS

" '

-:,'

AMli;[UCAN mD(WNIA.
HYUIUHIZI'JllS JlIlANC:n

Calleu Meoting's QUllrtol'1y
Mrs. Daisy L. Walker', l:iccy,-'I'I',JUs.
2125-A Silver Lul{e Blvd.,
Los Angeles '39, CaUL

URITISH UItANCH
F. J. Bedson, Seey.
Kent, England

CENTRAL FLORIDA BRANCH
1st Friday, 10:00 a.m,
Lounge, Florida Power Co.
Winter Park, Florida
Mrs. Lou Mankamyer
20 Pershing Place, Orlando, Florida

DALLAS COUNTY BRANCH, 'l'EXAS
1st Thursday, 7:00 p.m.
Members' Residences
Mrs. Hal M. Mosekey, Cor. Seey.
5544 Hillis Ave., Dallas 6, Texas

EAST HAY BRANCH
2nd Thursday, 7:45 p.m.
Willard Sehe-ol, Telegraph at Ward,
Berkeley, California
Mr, Stuart C. Smith, Seey.
3147 Stanley Blvd .. Lafayette, Calif.

EL MONTE COMllIUNITY BRANCH
2nd Thrsday
Lions Clubhouse, 225 W. Garvey Blvd.
Monterey Park, Calif.
William Edwards, Seey.
1886 San Pasqual, _Pasadena, Calif.

FOOTHILL BRANCH'
3rd Thursday, 8:00 p.m.
LaVerne Recreational Building,
College Park, 2nd and' D Streets,
LaVerne, California
Mrs. C. W. Hall, Cor. Seey.
358 E. Arrow Hwy., Upland, Calif.

FORT, ELSA BRANCH
1st Saturday, 2:30 p.m.
Miss Lola Price, Seey,
628 B,eeeh Ave., Laurel Springs; N.J.

GLENDALE DRANCH
4th Wedn"sday, 8:00 p.m.
Tuesday Afternoon Club, 400 N. Central
Mr, and Mrs. Frank Coe, Cor. Seey.
28904 Cliffside Dr., Malibu, Calif.

GRAY, EVA KEN'VORTHY BRANCH
3rd Monday, 7:30 p,m.
Community House, La Jolla
Mrs. Charles Calloway
1311 Torrey Pines Rd., La Jolla, Calif.

GRAY'S HAIlBOR BRANCH
2nd Monday, 8:00 p,m.
Hoquiam Public Library, or
Messingale and Rosenear Music Store
Aberdeen, Washington
Mrs. Jessie B. Hoyt, Seey.
1013 Harding Road, Aberdeen; Wash.

GRUENBAUM, MARGARET BRANCH
4th Tuesday, 10':30,a.m.
Homes of Members
Mrs. w~Ernest Jones, Seey.
Welsh & Dresher Rds. Willow Grove,'Pa.

HAMSHIRE, TEXAS BRANCH ',.-,
3rd Tuesday of eae,h month
Mrs. Peter DeYoung, Hamshire, Texas

HAWKEYE STATE BRANCH
3rd Friday, Members' Homes
Ruth Anderson, Seey.
Underwood,. Iowa
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,IIOI.I.\'WIIIIII 1I1l1\,N(JIl
:II'd WUdIHIMlj/l"Y, 7 ::10 JI,In,
1"llIlIlllIlIl',I'llI'll, 7:177 SllIItll Monl'ea Blvd:
MI'~, .Illllllll '1Ilhl'ot MUI'llhy, Stley,
71,n N, (llIllUMtltlSt" Lu~ Anli!'O)cs46, Calif.

lW1JS'I'UN't ':1'I0XAlJ mtANO)-I
2ntl l~\'hllW, 10:00 u,m,
GILI'dull COlltOl', Iil:ol'mun Pal1k
MI'M,C:""Ul'lt Hlll'lIIUIir 1300Y,
12000 1:'lr'ulron13Qu,,~/ Iioulton 24, Texas

HlJU VI'!.',\" lI'll.I\,NOt,t'" ,
.111:''1 WIlt1,lIU~,I'!!I"~{7:110 rl,ln,
.M I'M,I., .Il, .1,\'01 O~''''', SOUy,
1120 :Ill, 7l~1: Sl" r"UlIl!I' :BOl,l,uh,Calif.

IlIIMIIOt.J)'I' OOUN'I'V 'II1I.AN()l-[
~1I11MUlltlllY, 8:00 J"m, '
Lo~ Arnllj'us ClulJ, Lul(jtl~, Cull!.
Miss MI\I'~\'IU'GtSmith, SOOY,
P.O. Bux 635, F'el'nl1u.lo,Calif.

INGLIJJWOOJ) lIUANCJU '
2nd 'l'hurscluy, 7 :4G Il,ln,
325 North l'Illlel't',st, Inli'lewood, Calif.
Mrs, Pour) Pal'ltol', SOey,
726 W. gIst St., :1:"08Anli'elell 44, Calif.

LONG IUJJA.CH 1'AlllflN'l' 1I1\ANCH
2nd Tl1e~du.y, 7:MO!I,m,
Fox Home lit ~2(j5 IIJ1mAvo.
Mrs. Allee 'Wulcluw, Seey.
2175 Cedar Ave., Long Beaeh 6, Calif.

LOS ANGEI,ES 1IitANCII
4th Wednesday, Homes of Members
Mrs, Mildred Dunham, Seey. '
914 Howard St .• Venice, Calif.

LOUISIANA CAl']'I'AI. IlIlANCH
2nd Thursday, 7:00 p.m.
Homes of Memb.eI'S
Mrs. R. L. Wilkenson, Seey.
5764 Robertson Ave .. Baton Rouge, La,

M.IAMI, FLOUIDA IJllANCH
4th Tuesday, 8:00 p.m.
Simpson Memorial Garden Center
Mrs. Vivian J. Ennemoser, Seey.
1295 N. W. 54th St., Miami 42, Florida

MISSOUIU BRANCH
3rd Tuesday, 7:00 p,m.
Mrs. LUCille Taylor, Seey.
6130 Chestnut, Kansas City, Missouri..

NE~- ENGLAND BRANCH
3rd Saturday, Homes of Members
Mrs. Lester H. Fox, Seey.
170 Marsh Hill Road, Dracut, Mass.

OCEAN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY BRANCH
1st Tuesday, 12:30 p.m. ' ,
Members' Homes
Mrs. Selma Braun, Seey.
37 Broad, St .• Apt. 4-D,
Toms River, New Jersey

ORA~GE,COUNTY BRANCH
2nd Thursday, 7:30 p.m.
Grange Hall, 1 block south of center'
of Garden. Grove, California
Mrs. Maybelle Woods, Seey.
604 South Helena, St., Anaheim, Calif.- ..

PASADENA BRANCH
2nd,Wednesday, 8:00 p.m.

'Ho.mes of Members
Mrs. Alva Graham, Seey.
515 El Centro St., South, Pasadena, Calif.

PHILOBEGONIA BRANCH
2nd Friday, Members' Home's
Mrs. Robert York, SeeY-.'

,,3311 Frl}mont St., Camden, New Jersey

T,HE ,IlEGONIAN



PORTLAND, OREGON-BRANCH
4th }<'riday, 8:00 p.m,
Journal Building Auditorium,
Front and Yamhill Sts.
Mrs. Altermatt, Secy.
1104 S. E. 148th. Portland, Oregon

'RAYTOWN" MISSOURI BRANCH
4th Tuesday, 7:30 p.m.
Homes of Members
Mrs. Mildred Schorr, Secy.-Treas.

'REDONDO BEACH AREA BRANCH
4th Frida.y each month " ..
2308 Rockefeller, Redondo Beach, Calif.
Mrs.' Ella Cunningham" S,ecy.
2208 Vanderbilt Lane, '

.Redondo Beach, Calif. - -,
RIVERSIDE BRANCH
, 2nd Wednesday, 7;30 p.m.

Shamel Park, 3650 Arlington,
Riverside, California
Irene Springer, Secy.
3608 Rossmuir, Riverside. Calif.

, ROBINSON, ALFRED D. BRANCH
.. 3rd Friday, 10;30 a,m.

, Homes of Members
Mrs, MeTrel H. Taylor, Secy.
4285 Sierra Vista. San Diego 3, 'Calif.

SACRAMENTO BRANCH
3rd Tuesday, 7;00 p,m.
Mrs. Gordon Long, Secy.
5416 Dana Way, Sacramento, Calif.

SAN MIGUEL BRANCH
2nd Monday
V.F.W. Hall at Imperial and Lincoln,
Lemon Grove, Calif.
Ida M. Barker, Secy.
7591 Central Ave., Lemon Grove, Calif.

SAN DIEGO BRANCH
, 4th Monday

Hard of Hearing Hall,
Herbert & University
Mrs. Lillian Lausted, Secy,
1504 Blaine Ave" San Diego 3, Calif.

SAN FRANCISCO BRANCH
1st Wednesday, 8;00 p.m.
Forest Lodge. 266 Laguna Honda Blvd.
Mrs. Louise Allmacher
1963 45th Ave., San Francisco, Calif.

,·SAN GABRIEL VALLEY BRANCH
4th Wednesday, 8:00 p.m.
Masonic Temple, 506 S. Santa Anita Ave.
Arcadia, California
Mrs. Calvin T. Adams, Secy.
911 N. Second Ave., Arcadia, California

SAN'l'A 111\11.1'1\II 1\ 11111\NC III
2nd TlIul'"c1Il,v,7::111 p,III,
Girl Seoul. (~llIldloIlHn,
1838 Sail Allcll'l'HHI.
Set.h C. LlLlI µ;t1 till, H(\uy.
14B (lullllolllo", :-\It'IIIIL1III.I'h' ...'II" 1!I\.II I',

SEATTLl!l IIU1\N(:1I
3rd 'rueHuuy, 7:111) 11.111,
Trinity Pari"" 11011"", 111111 Illlll'lIth AVII,
Mrs, Wm. Stalll""all, S"".I',
4116 15th Ava,. 8""ll,I,,, W IlHh.

SHEPHERD, 'l'HJGOJ)()SIA JlII'UI, 1111.
1st Tuesday, 7;;;0 p.m.
Alice Bartlett C.H., 902 1';. Malll,
Ventura, Calif.
Mrs. Wilma Renshaw, Secy,
560 So. Coronado St., VClltUru, (~IlIIr.

SMOKEY VALLEY HRANCII
3rd Tuesday of each month
Mrs. A. L, Romeiser, Secy.
1104 South Ninth St., Salina, KallHIlH

SOUTHERN ALAMEDA COUN'l'¥ Jill.
3rd Thursday, 8;00 p,m.
Cafeteria, High School, Hayward, Cullf,
Bob Oliver, Cor. Secy'o
333 Redbud Lane, Hayward, Calif.

TALL CORN STATE BRANCH
Mrs. Edna Monson, Secy'o
South Taylor, Mason City, Iowa

TEXAS STA'l'E BRANCH
1st Tuesday night in members' holtlc~
Mrs. Leoma Caudle, Secy.
2822 8th St., Port Arthur, Texas

'1'REASURE ISCAND BRANCH
4th Friday
Miss Isabelle Sievert. Secy.
3912 Ave. "S," Galveston, 'l'eXltH

WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA JlIlANCJH
2nd Wednesday, 11;00 a,m,
Homes of Me;mbers '
Mrs. Joseph Rock, Cor. Sccy.
Maplewood Ave., Wilkin~lJul'f,\', Pit.

WHITTIER BRANCH
1st Thursday, 7:30 p.m.
Palm Park Community COil tor,
1643 Floral Drive
Mrs. Edna M, Hlll, Secy,
8408 :S. Madison Ave" Whittier, Call1:,

'VI'ILLIAM PENN IIItANOH
3rd Tuesday, 2:00 p.m,
Homes of Member~, WLLlllnll·tord,Po.,
Mrs. Joseph B, '1'own80nd, Jr" Seoy.
Baltimore Pike, Wawu., I'll.,

CONTENTS
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POSTMASTER:
Return Postage Guaranteed
P,O. Box 2544
Los Angeles 54, California

BEGONIAS - RARE PLANTS
Over 400 Varieties

ILLUSTRATED CATALOG, lOc

LOGEE'S' GREENHOUSES
Danielson, Connecticut

MAGAZINE
Small, interesting-flowers, gardening, bird

and nature notes, poems, ads.
$1.00 per yr.; 25c, 3 months; Safuple, 10c

GARDEN GLEANINGS
2B, Baroda, Michigan

OUR CHOICE FISHER'S SELECT
6 Rex BegonJas, postpaid, $ 5,00

13 Rex B~go~ias, postpaid, .. , $10.00
Gro"lving instructions with each orde.r
Also Choice Rex Begonia Seed, pkt. $1

CARL E. FISHER
92121 Houston Street, Anaheim, Calif.

(Ph miles east of Buena Park)

Samuel C. Sault
Member A.B.S,

REGISTERED CIVIL ENGINEER
PROPERTY SURVEYS; Sensible Rates
26938 Dappleg.'ay Lane DA 6-52,18

Rolling Hills, California

BEGONIA REX HYBRID SEED
$1.00 per Packet

RUDOLPH ZIESENHENNE
1130 N. Milpas St. Santa Barbara, Calif.

BEGONIAS, FUCHSIAS, TROPICALS
HOUSE PLANTS

The Best of Everything for Your Garden
FIFTH AVE, NURSERY

AND GREENHOUSE
2510 'W. Manchester, Inglewood, Calif,
Don & Ron Stanley PLeasant 1-0874

SPOONIT
FLOWER FOOD

Send postal card for sample & information,

PLANTSMITH
Box 818 Palo Alto 3, Calif.

Begonia
Farm

BEGONIA
GARDENS

WRITE FOR CATALOG

Capitola -Road, Santa Cruz, California

4024 Pacific Coast Hi-way, Walteria, Calif.

TUBEROUS BEGONIAS'-
COMPLETE SELECTIONS OF BEGONIAS

AND SHADE PLANTS
FUCHSIAS - CAMELLIAS

OPEN EVERY DAY
Complete Nursery & Garden Supply Shop

L I
I 1/2 Miles E. of Redondo Beach

Hi-Way 101

THE BEGONIAN


