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If You Would Get Full Benefit of All Preparations-Read
• Read July issue and this one rather thor-
oughly if you do not want to miss anything
worth while at the THIRTEENTH AN-
NUAL CONVENTION and SEVENTH
A. B. S. BEGONIAS and OTHER SHADE
PLANTS SHOW.

Mr. Lawrence and Mr. Hart have been to
San Diego personally and their reports to us
make us ever keener to entice those who are
uncertain-to make effort to arrange matters
so as to attend this year's CONVENTION
at San Diego.

The special preparations being made for
us are entirely too numerous and voluminous
to be listed here. Let the element of surprise
await you. The details given you in THE
BEGONIAN are just guiding lines to help you
make the best of each hour you can spend in
our host city, San Diego.

Be sure to take your best plant or plants
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with you to help make the show a great
success.

The Southern California Horticultural In-
stitute joint meeting with the American Be-
gonia Society will be herd on August 5th,
at the RODGER YOUNG AUDITORIUM
at 936 W. Washington Blvd .. Los Angeles,
Calif. Please have your plants there before
7 :30 o'clock so that there will be time to
place them nicely before the meeting is called
to order at 8 p.m.

These monthly meetings are now very well
attended and it will be ·wise to bring your
membership card for admittance before the
general public. It will be much easier to
bring plants to the Rodger Young Audi-
torium than it was at the former hall.

SEE YOU THERE. -THE EDITOR.

• Two Dates: August 5th, 1946, and
Labor Day Weekend. Mark them!

THE BEGONIAN



SAN DIEGO CONVENTION NOTES

think of

BOB ANDERSON
SUPER GIANT Tuberous Begonias-2J1"-

4" in diam .• in 8 colors. all Camellia
flowered nm ..m __Each 50c

Fancy Leaved CALADIUMS·--Best tubers
available, 10 different colors. $3.00
per doz.mn ... n.n ..... z.m, ........ Each 35c

BOB ANDERSON
1415 Echo ParkAve. Los Angeles (26)

Pub. Ch., San Diego, California
any street car going east on Broadway (both
Santa Fe and the Grey hound bus stations are
on Broadway) to 5th, getting a transfer.
Change to No.3 street car at 5th and Broad-
way and 'go to the end of the line. Shuttle
buses will take you to the park at no further
expense.

Garden pilgrimages will start by 9 :30 a.m.
Saturday in San Diego. Luncheon will be
served at the park at the end of the garden
pilgrimage and after ~the judges are through,
the wonderful display we hope to have will
be on show. The business meeting will be
held under the trees and the banquet will be
held in the Woman's Club building, 2557
3rd St., a beautiful building, with plenty of
parking places and with all facilities for com-
fort. The banquet will be priced at $2.00
which includes both tips and tax. Be there
at 6: 3 0 for a wonderful time. Music, flow-
ers and a fine lecture will fill the evening
with, of course, good food. All reservations
must be in the hands of Mrs. Clarence E.
Moore, 3664 31st St .. by August 25th. The
tickets are being sent to the secretaries of the
several branches, and those of you affiliated
with these branches can get your tickets from
these secretaries. Those not affiliated send
direct to Mrs. Moore with the $2.00 for each
ticket desired. We have a nice large dining
room, and we want a big crowd, so each of
you become a committee of one to further
the convention. As Mrs. Bailey has said, we
need plants, many of them, but if you will
all come and bring even one plant we will
have something very lovely. I hope that
you have made your hotel reservations by
this time, so that will be off your minds.
Rates were sent to each secretary for your
convenience last month.

The exhibition will remain open on Sun-
day for the general public to enjoy,

By MRS. CLARENCE E. MOORE,

• We could easily wonder what Cortez, the
grim conqueror. who sent Juan Rodriguez
Cabrillo on that immortal voyage of 1542
which resulted in the discovery of what is
now San Diego, would think of the place
that is now Presidio Park. Then in 1769
Don Gaspar de Portola and Fray Junipero
Serra came with the fateful expedition driv-
ing the first stakes of the white man's civiliza-
tion. The walls of the old stockade are gone
but our flag waves on the spot where it stood.
The trees and verdant vegetation, the walks
and the wonderful museum of early Spanish
civilization, the massive cross built by the
early Indians of brick made by them, all of
these are what he would now see and wonder
over.

Presidio Park is where the thirteenth an-
nual convention of the American Begonia
Society will be held, together with the
Seventh Begonia Show, on the 31st of
August and the 1st of September.

Driving down to San Diego in the early
morning hours is a truly wonderful expe-
rience, with the deeply blue Pacific and on
the left and the little towns so fresh and
dean. Perhaps you will see vast flower
gardens along the way, at ieast the late bloom-
ing flowers will make glowing color. Mrs.
Sloane's Cardoza gardens are at Del ~Mar and
she will welcome any of you.

Another incentive to stop en route is of-
fered if you will detour to the right on the
road going into La Jolla, for they have some
interesting gardens for you to see. Mr. and
Mrs. Charles Calloway, 1311 Torry Pines
Road, lathhouse and shade garden; Mr. and
Mrs. H. G. Ploger, 7711 Lookout Drive.
cymbidiums patio: Mr. and Mrs. Austin
Looke, 701 Arenas, rex and tuberous be-
gonias, and Mr. and Mrs. Donald Haworth,
5548 Beaumont, lathhouse, Bird Rock.
Guides will be furnished. On into San Diego
through Pacific Beach, Mission Beach and on
to Rosecrans Street, turn to left and watch
for signs along the road to convention place.
If you are interested in museums, you will
find the Junipero Serra filled with old Span-
ish things all that you can desire. Ramona's
marriage place is just a short distance away.

After you have given your plants into the
hands of Mrs. Bailey and have registered,
guides will be on hand to show you the
gardens and lathhouse to be Visited. Both
the garden pilgrimage in La Jolla and San
Diego will be very well worth visiting.

For those who come by train or bus, take

WHEN IT IS A BULB
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From an Armchair Explorer in Minnesota.
"Dear Mrs. Carrell: By all means, let's

have more kinds of seeds from the tropics.
Begonias are such fun, and while we are about
it, why not grow more kinds of tropical
plants? Some of my friends haven't even
patience to grow common hardy perennials
from seeds, much less to plant the dust-like
seed of Begonias. I think it is so exciting to
watch the plants grow and develop and get
my biggest thrill when the plants begin to
bloom. My friends may think I'm "odd"
with my kitchen full of pans of seeds and
seedlings, but mother and grandmother always
loved flowers, too. Dad just smiles, fixes me
more room, made a fine big plant table this
spring, complete with linoleum top, drawers
for my magazines, seeds. catalogues, etc. He
gets almost as excited a.s I do when the first
seedlings appear. I can never wait for my
BEGONIAN to get here, and then it is all
read through too soon. I hope enough folks
want more kinds of seeds to enable you to get
them for us. The Seed Fund is like a good
dream come true. Maxine Buckley."

Visit -
S PEN C ERG A R DENS

Fuchsias Begonias
and other shade plants

Open Every' Day Except Wednesday
NOrmandy 5723

3464 Atwater Avenue Los Angeles 26
(near Glendale Boulevard)

FUCHSIA-LA NURSERY
"Fuchsias In All Glory"

Ferns. Coleus. Ivy. Saint Paulia Violets.
And Other Shade Plants

Nc Catalog or Mail Orders Until Further Notice
Visitors Welcome

3569 Atlantic Avenue Long Beach 7. Calif.

Huntington Beach Tuberous
Begonia Gardens

TUBERS. POTTED PLANTS AND
SEEDLINGS FOR SALE

We specialize in Blooms for Corsages,
etc. Specially prepared soil lor
growing tuberous Begonias for sale;

Order early for Tubers and Seedlings. Tubers
delivered in February, Seedlings delivered

latter part of May.

No Catalogue.
I

HAZEL and R. G. (SCOTTY) HUDSON,
PROPRIETORS

220 13th Street Huntington Beach. Calif.
Telephone 3811
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CALLING •..
ALL ARMCHAIR EXPLORERS

By MRS. E. CARRELl., J!1IIIcltClll, CAlif,

• A call is now made to adventlimUH l'olk
desiring rare Begonia seed colleclcd from all;
corners of the world. Several collectol'H are.
now searching out seed for us in tropical
forests where the vegetation is so thick a
path must be cut as they go. Snakes lurk in
the undergrowth while a thick fog descends
and the road back gets lost from view. But
we sit in our comfortable chairs and wait for
the Begonia seed to be brought to our mail
box, so we called 'ourselves the "Armchair
Explorers." What fortunate folk! By com-
bining our money we can buy in quantity
and get many rare species that otherwise
would be impossible to obtain. Those mem-
bers of the A.B.S. wishing to contribute to
this fund, get a share of the Begonia seeds
secured. Your ticket on this armchair voyage
will cost you $2.00. If you want your
name on the list, better send in right away,
We fully expecI to get seed from Mexico.
Central America, South America, West Indies,
India and East Indies.

There have been calls for seed of rare green-
house plants other than Begonias, so we have
found some choice items for you and are
now offering them.

RARE GREENHUOSE SEEDS
Choice seeds of Gesneriaceae (Strepto-

carpus. Campanea, Kohleria, chirita, Colum-
nae, Besleria, Drymonia, etc.) 50c packet,
or 6 for $2.50.

Fern sporangia from Costa Rica (tree ferns,
climbing ferns, etc.) Collection of 5 for
$1.00, or 12 kinds for $2.00.

Rare seeds from Costa Rica (Fuchsia,
Calceolaria, Capsicum, aroids, bromeliads,
etc.) Collection of 5 for $1. 00, or 12 kinds
for $2.00.

Here is a letter just received from Java.
"Unfortunately at the moment brigand bands
arid Japanese deserters roam free over nearly
the whole island of Java, and it is not pos-
sible to make excursions in the forests. As
yet it is not permitted even to visit the
mountain gardens at Tjibodas. As a matter
of fact the whole community at Buitenzorg is
living under improved-camp conditions, and
we are lucky to live in the gardens. The
management of these is still under primitive
conditions, and therefore, we can only offer
little to the American Begonia Society. All
these plants requiring much care, have been
neglected during the Japanese occupation, and
quite a number are lost, formerly collected
in the wilds of the Archipelago. Our scienti-l
fic collection has been at Hamburg, in the
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bescriptions ot Begonias indigenous
to Costa Rica

Begonia cooperi : This species belongs to
the B. alnifolia and B. carpinifolia complex.
It is semi-scandent, clustered white flowers.
(1859, Mexico.)

Begonia udisilvestris: Grows to 15 inches
erect, flowers small pure white. Epiphytic in
wood mold on tree. (1919, Panama.)

Begonia udisilvestris var. picta: This form
of the species is distingu ished for robust-
ness and late flowering. lIs pods are very
fleshy, 3 times size of the typical form and
capsule wings basally deep carmine. Grows
in damp soil or as an epiphyte enduring some
sun.

Begonia glabra var. coralipetiolis: Found
only in cloud forest of upper tropical zone.
Resembles typical glabra but more robust,
leaves, capsule and flowers larger. The stems
near the nodes beautiful carmine. Scandent.
Flowers palest green to white, leaves bright
green. Stems pale to coral pink.

Begonia valeri: Belongs to humid tropical
zone on Pacific slope to an altitude of 4,000
feet. Grows upright, two to three feet. Beau-
tiful plushy leaves, always 1O-veined; with
brown pubescent and large heads of clear
white flowers. New species.

Begonia decandra indigenous to Puerto
-Rico. Mrs. Buxton describes this one for us.
"I have a plant which bloomed this spring.
It is one of the small begonias, perhaps ten
inches or a foot high. The leaves are about
two inches long, sharply serrate, dark glossy
green with depressed veins. The underside
of the leaf is much paler, the veins a' deep
red. The stems are dark red, small flowers
of pure white on red stems. A neat, clean-
looking, little plant." (1894, Puerto Rico.)

W~nted by Seed Fund Skipper-Informa-
tion about Rigidella, bulb plant of Mexico.

• Get ready to join Seed Fund - remark-
able what fun you can have.

hands of Prof. Irmscher more than 20 years,
but he has published hardly anything on it,
and we failed to get the collection back before
the war. I fear it is lost now. I am sending
you four samples, and will continue to col-
lect' in the future. Two of them are un-
named as yet, one from Ambon and one from
Ceram, both in the Moluccas. Quite a lot
of species bear no seed at the time.

Sincerely yours,
C. van STEENIS,
Director's Lands Plantentuin."

(Other packets were B. Sulcan, B. isopetera.)
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SEVENTH ANNUAL AMERICAN
BEGONIA SHOW

Commercial Show Rules
By MRS. H. E. FOLEY

Chairman Commercial Exhibits
• We hope you read our July BEGONIAN
about the National Convention and Flower
Show of the American Begonia Society to be
held in San Diego, August 31st and Sep-
tember 1st. If so, you realize the importance
of the occ~sion from a civic standpoint and
certainly you are aware of the obvious bene-
fits to be derived by Commercial Growers of
Shade Plants.

We therefore urge you to take advantage
of the opportunity of displaying your collec-
tion of shade plants in a CommerciaL Ex-
hibit.

The Flower Show is fortunate in having
beautiful Presidio Park as its locale. The
natural background will be enhanced by
landscaping in keeping with the surroundings,

The following rules and regulations apply
to all Commercial Growers.

1. Exhibits limited to Shade Plants only.
2. There will be no entry fee.
3. All exhibits must blend with the natu-

ral setting.
4. Plenty of shade, natural and artificial;

windbrake will be provided.
5. Minimum of one hundred square feet,

any shape desired.
6. Entries must be entirely in place be-

fore noon on Saturday, August 3 L prefer-
ably earlier.

7. Hours of show: I p.m. to 6 p.m. Sat-
urday, August 31. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sun-
day, September I.

Plants not to be removed until dose of
show.

8. There will be bonded guards at night
Friday and Saturday.

9. Each display to be installed and cared
for by exhibitor.

10. Plants may be sold on premises after
show Sunday.

II. No reservations for exhibits can be
made after August 15,

You appreciate the necessity of advising us
as to. the approximate size and shape required
as soon as possible, in order that each exhibit
may be placed to the best possible advantage.

Out-of -the-Ordinary
BULBS

Catalog Free on Request

OAKHURST GAROENS
512 W. Foothill Blvd. Arcadia. California
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AT GARDEN SUPPLY DEALERS

AN IDEAL SOIL CONDITIONER for

BEGONIAS· CAMELLIAS
AZALEAS

RHODODENDRONS
and BULBS of all KINDS

For Lighter Soil in Sun-Baked
Gardens as well as

Shady Places
Sole Mfqr.

Redwood Fibre Products, Inc.
Santa Cruz. California

Air (olldltion your 5011....

•

Impatiens Vavrai
By MARIA WILKES, Los Angeles, Calif.

• One fine day last May, this writer, with a already been acquired for Ihc coll1merciaf field
select group of discriminating and skilled by Mr. Paul Howard who has named it
amateur gardeners paid a visit to the lovely "Impatiens vavrai."
hillside gardens of Mr. Stephan Vavra of Bel Mr, Vavra is well known for many excel-
Air, California. The planting thatimme- lent plant developments probably the most
diately called for undivided attention was a outstanding and best known of which, until
mass border of a very newIMFATIENS now, is the beautiful double flowered golden"
of great decorative effect because of its un- apricot with maroon heart hibiscus "Crown
usually large blooms~and new color. of Bohemia." We applauded the naming ot

Beset by questions as to its availability, this new impatiens because all those plesenl
our host admitted it was one of his newest quickly realized the value of his name linked
developments, but as might be expected, the with the unusual beauty of this plant.
plant causing all the flurry of excitement had The clarity and lively lustre of the large

, shell-pink flowers which covered the two to
I three-feet high plants appealed to each one.

The setting for I. vavrai showed that it takes
quite a fair share of sunlight being bedded
between tall and stately specimens of Ptycho-
sperma elegans (Seaforthia elegans also
known as the Solitairepalm) in a great rouna
bed at the entrance to the house. The strong-
ly contrasling background of clumps of Bird
of Paradise (Strelitzia reginae) with an oc-
casional other plant such as the begonia
(Hybrid of B. hernandifolia) as shown in
one of our pictures, made a very interesting
combination. Here I. vavrai flourished exceed-
ingly by blooming all over, our host assured
us, from February to December.

This plant, a hybrid of Impatiens oliveri
x holsti makes.a rounded mound two and a
half feet high with a. width of two feet in
the half sunny places but a little more in
shadier spots. The foliage is shiny and very
pronounced oliveri type, rich in tone and
luscious of growth with· individual leaves
measuring about four inches in length and
two and a half inches wide.

The stamina is at once apparent by the
great size (two and one-eighth. inches) of
each blossom, this and the floriferousness
make it greatly to be desired in cottage or
estate shade garden, especially since the flower-
ing season is extended over nearly the whole
year with good weather conditions. So far,
no insect pest has bothered this plant, and
Mr. Vavra is now developing a red vari.ety
of the same cross which he hopes will be as
fine an introduction.

With presenting us Impatiens vavrai, Mr.
A. Stephen Vavra has given us another ex-
cuse for making a strong path to the wide
gate of his famous gardens, and our appre-
ciation will show itself in giving ourselves·
extra pleasure through the planting of this
showy and beautiful namesake of his.
Impatiens vavrai, photo by A. T. Wilkes~.
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Begonia Pink Shasta
By ALICE M. CLARK, San Diego, California

• The so-called "cane" type of begonias al- I am grateful that there was a sample of I

ways reminds me of Rosecroft. No one knows Pink Rubra for me to see at Montalvo
my deep regret at not having started these Gardens. In a pot it was rather "leggy."
drawings and articles while the "Dean of In the ground it is better clothed and reaches
Begonians" could have directed them. Al- 8 feet in height. Pink Shasta is more grace-
though I knew Mr. Robinson for more than ful and branching and not as tall. The plant
twenty-five years, I only began to grow be- of my sketch is 24 inches high. The main
gonias three years before he left us. Some- stalk of both of these begonias is a smooth
times I can feel him chuckling over my la- round green, with brown rings at the joints,
borious fact-finding, or giving my elbow a making it look definitely cane-like. The
jog to keep me going when I come to some nodes are about three inches apart, with few
dead end. There is a gold mine of informa- dry stipules on them.
tion on begonias in the old files of California The leaves are alternate, held on thick
Garden, which A.D.R. founded and" edited curving inch-long petioles, slightly flattened
for a long time. In fact, it is a thirty-year on one side. In both begonias the leaves
serial of the development of begonias in San are the same size, 7 inches long and 2 inches
Diego, told in the inimitable Robinson style, wide, but the top curve of Pink Rubra is
with additions by Mrs. Waite, Mrs. Gray squared off, where that of Pink Shasta sprouts
and Constance Bower. Some day I hope. to a flaring, pointed wing. The texture of each
have time to give you gleanings from them. is firm and smooth with inconspicuous veins.

My begonia collecting began with the The color is light grass green on top, duller
"hairy" fibrous mainly because there was below, with Pink Shasta showing a slight
such an array of "angel-wings" at Rosecroft flush underneath and a tiny hairline of red
that it overwhelmed me. They still leave me on the edge of some oJ the leaves. The
with a helpless feeling. If it .were not for scattered white spots are a bit more promi-
the kind assistance of Ella Marguerite Fewkes, nent on the last mentioned begonia. ,The
I could make little progress in their study, larger markings are like smoke rings with
because both the specimens and the authori- a green dot in the middle. At an early stage,
ties to name them, are hard to find. the sheath covering the young leaf is a long

One reason for selecting "Pink Shasta" for pinkish-green spur. It extends itself into
an August portrait was to depict a begonia two very pointed pale-green bracts that seem
with typical B. coccinea features. The syno- to present the young leaf they enclosed with
nym, Rubra, has been used so long for that a dramati~ ~ouris~. And rightly so, for the
species that it is hard to get away from it, tender, shining, pink-flushed, trout-speckled,
Mrs. Gray tells of the amusing complication pleated, baby leaf is as lovely as a flower
that arose from the use of that name. It seems itself.
that the "rubra" stock became scarce so the Pink Rubra is an all-over shade of bright
begonians raised it from seed. Among the rose from its 4-inch peduncle to its large
seedlings was a tall, strong grower with pink clusters of seed pods, except for faint touches
flowers which they called "Pink Rubra." of green at the branching points. Two large
Later, realizing that that cognomen was an petals of the male bloom are broad at the
anomaly, they changed the name to "Pink top, tapering to a rounded point. The two
Cane." That was a neat solution but it was narrow ones in between are slender and
already catalogued by its first handle so I shall pointed, with a sharp crease down the center.
continue to use it, especially as "pink coc- The stamens are bright and full, but flattened
cinea" would be equally ridiculous. like a brush. The female bloom has five

From some of those early coccinea seed- petals, each one-half inch wide. A bushy
lings, Mr. Robinson developed one with a cluster of small twisted yellow stigma do not
good white bloom, which he fittingly tagged show their gay color against Ihe pink back-
Shasta. He raised many Shasta progeny and groun~. The. full-grown ovary is two-t~irds
one of them, No. 79, had pink blossoms. of an In.ch WIde by three~quarters of an Inch
Mrs. Fewkes, who admired it, persuaded him long, WIth three even wings.
to name it "Pink Shasta." New York Bo- Pink Shasta has not been flowering long
tanical Garden and Mrs. Buxton say it made enough to show any female bloom, but it iS

Iits debut in 1930 but it did not appear in to be presumed that they will follow the
the Rosecroft Catalog until 1937. same pattern as Pink Rubra. While the size
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Seventh Begonia Show
SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA - - - • AUGUST 31 and SEPTEMBER 1, 1946

Division H-CutFlowers and
Flower Arrangements

Tuberous (tuberhybrida),
Single N arcissiflora.
Tuberous (tuberhybrida),
Single Crested (Cristata) .
Tuberous (tuberhybrida),
Double Camellia,
Tuberous (tuberhybrida),
Fimbriata Plena (Double Frilled
or Carnation type,
Tuberous (tuberhybrida),
Double Rosebud.
New Seedlings, (See Rule No.3.)

22.

24.

25.

23.

26.

Schedule of Premiums
Ribbons will be given for first, second,

third and special in each class; for the best
Begonia in each division and in the show.

Cash awards will be awarded as follows:
$5.00 for the best Begonia in the show,

(Continued on Page 161)

Division E-Hanging Basket Begonias
Class
27. Tuberous types.
28. All other types.
29. New Seedlings. (See Rule No.3.)

Class
40. Cut Tuberous Begonia Blooms. No

greenery permitted. ,
41. Flower Arrangements, using Begonia

blooms and Begonia foliage only, ac-
cessories permitted. (See Rule No.4.)

Division G-Other Shade Plants
Class
31. Fuchsia Hanging Baskets.
32. Ferns, Adiantum (Maidenhair).
34. Ferns, Nephrolepis, such as Boston Fern,

Whitmani.
35. All other Ferns.
36. Saintpaulia (African Violets).
37. Philodendrons and similar plants; such

as Monstera Deliciosa, Pothos.
38. Streptocarpus.
39. Other Shade Plants.

Other classes will be added in this division
if the number of entries justify such additions.

Division F_Odd or Rare Begonias
Class
30. All; such as Gogoensis, Calla Lily.

Dichroa, Imperialis, Illustrata,

SCHEDULE OF CLASSES
21.

Division C-Rhizomatous-
Rex Begonias

Division D-Tuberous Rooted Begonias
Class
18. Species; such as Pearcel.Evansiana, Mar-

tiana.
19. Tuberous (tuberhybrida),

Giant Single.
20. Tuberous (tuberhybrida),

Single Frilled.

Division B-Rhizomatous- Thick Stem
or Procumbent Begonias

Class
8. "Star" types; such as Sunderbruchi,

nigricans, Ricinifolia.
9. Helix or Spiral and Crested; such as

Bunchi, Feasti Helix, Manicata crispa.
10. Other Rhizomatous types, such as mani-

cata, Feasti. manicata aureo-maculata.
11. New Seedlings. (Se:eRule No.3.)

Class
12. Large or Medium Leaves; such as mag-

nifica, rajah, Black Knight.
13. Extra Large Specimens.
14. Miniature Rex.
15. Helix or Spiralled; such as Countess

Louise Erdody, Bronze King. Curly
Closson.

16. Discolor or Branching; such as Van-Ex,
Mrs. Moon, Abel Carriere.

17. New Seedlings. (See Rule No, 3,)

Division A-Fibrous Rooted Begonias
Class

1. Bedding or Semperflorens; such as Gus-
tav ·Lind (Westport Beauty), Carmen,
Christmas Pink.

2. Tall Growing or Tree forms; such as
Lucerna, Corallina De1ucerna, Coccinea,
(Rubra): Floribunda (Multiflora),
Rosea.

3. Intermediate Growth: such as Preussen,
Lady Waterlow (Digswelliana), Me-
dora.

4. Low Growing Branching Type; such
as Arthur Mallet, Nitida, Foliosa.

5. Climbing or Scandent when grown up-
right; such as Marjorie Daw, Glabra,
Glaucophylla. (See Division E for
Hanging Baskets.)

6. Se~i-Tuberous Types; such as Dregel.
Macbethi, Parvifolia.

7.. New Seedlings. (See Rule No.3.)
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Your Questions With ~nswers
By T. JOHN PARKER, Hollywood. Calif.

Q. Please advise what causes the lower
leaves of my Tuberous Begonias to turn yel-
low and drop off, and the remedy?

A. As the question merely indicates a con-
dition of the lower leaves, there is no infor-'
mation as to the general physical appearance
of the whole plant, however, when nitrogen
deficienciesoccur, the yellowing of the tissues
occurs first in the older leaves, follows the
mid-rib from the leaf tip. The" tip begins to
dry and the whole leaf may become involved
showing an effect we often refer to as firing.
This symptom is often found in sandy soils
in dry weather and even in heavy sQilsduring
a prolonged hot dry period the plants become
definitely starved for nitrogen and such plants
may be benefited by application of nitrogen
fertilizers. When plants suffer from lack of
water, the tissues wither and dry out without
.the leaves necessarily becoming yellow. Yel-
lowish green to yellow almost invariably indi-
cate nitrogen deficiency. In some certain
cases, however. they may be due to phos-
phorus deficiency. Here is one way to make
a test for nitrogen deficiency, Cut out a small
piece of the stalk or slice a portion of a leaf
into small bits. Place these pieces in a glass
vial or on a clean porcelain plate and apply
a few drops of concentrated sulfuric acid con-
taining 1% of diphenylamine (this can be
procured from the druggist and must be used
with utmost caution as it is very corrosive).
If nitrates are present in the tissues a blue
color is produced il1Jmediately. If no blue
color results then nitrogen deficiency is indi-
cated.

Q. Why won't my Semperflorens bloom?
They grow but do not bloom.

A. Many over-estimate the amount of
shade that is good for certain plants. Semper-
florens require more light than many other
types of Begonias, The answer to 1:his prob-
lem generally lies in too little light. or too
low a temperature, Most Begonias need a
minimum temperature of 55 degrees and a
good light position but not subjected to the
full blast of the hot summer sunshine. Also
too much nitrogen and lack of other balanc-
ing elements as phosphorus and potash in
the soil will cause this condition.

Q. What causes the leaves of my Be-
gonias to pucker and crack at the edges?

A. This is generally indicative of potash
or phosphorus starvation or both. The at-
tendant color of the foliage would serve as a
guide to which. The addition of a little
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super-phosphate together with sulfate or
muriate of potash might help to ove"rcome
this condition.

Q. Is the acid food advertised for Camel-
lias and Azaleas also suitable for Begonias?

A. There is no reason why they..should
not be, provided that the same·proportion of
corrective ingredient is required in your par-
ticular soil. Each product has a label indicat-
ing the ingredients and at times aluminum
sulfate is added to create an acid reaction and
sometimes soil sulfur is used. Of the two, soil
sulfur is to be preferred; The main thing to
remember is to apply sparingly rather than in
abundance, and only at a time when growth
is active and the temperature and moisture
correct. Remember that most growth becomes
inactive under extremes of temperatures either
heat or cold. Begonias generally prefer food
from organic sources and dilute ·liquid cow
manure is still the most favorable. If the
plants are potted, do not feed until the pot
is well filled with roots.

Q. My bulbs are growing well but the
buds are falling off and the cases seem to be
empty.

A. The inquiry does not state what the
bulbs are, however, when the foliage of the
bulbs is apparently abundant and the color sat-
isfactory, and the flower stem produces only
empty cases, a nutrient deficiency is indicated.
This may be due to poor soil and insufficient
pre-preparation.

The soil may be well supplied with nitro-
gen but low in available potash and phos-
phates. The bulbs could have been planted
too close to one another. crowding causing
too much competition for food. These bulbs
were moved and transported across country
and if they were moved at a time before they
were fully ripened and matured, this too
would have considerable effect upon their sub-
sequent hehavior.

Unles·s the soil is naturally rich, a thorough
pr~paration recommended is to dig out
eighteen inches and place a layer of six to
eight inches of well-rotted manure together
with a generous supply of bone meal. Cover
this with virgin soil and plant the bulbs the
recommended depth on virgin soil or clean
washed sand and cover with soil free from
any fertilizer. Drainage must of course be
perfect.

• See you in San Diego on Saturday 31st
and September 1st, great plans for you!
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B.s. "ChristmasCheer"
From Seed

By ALICE FOSTER, Addison, Mich.
• Received THE BEGONIAN today and note
the request for information from anyone hav-
ing tried raising begonias from seed. I am
a rank amateur but had a little luck, so will
tell it.

First, the seed was from Campbell's, (notice
he is one of your advertisers) fibrous type,
variety "Christmas Cheer." Used a 6-inch
pot; soil, one- third sand and two-thirds leaf
mold, sifted, firmed in pot, thoroughly soake5!
from bottom, seed sprinkled on top. 'Most
forgot to tell you I used Semesan on seed, then
tied a waxed paper tightly over top of the
pot.

It was March so put it in the warmest
place the kitchen afforded. Was pretty anxious
since this wasn't my first attempt and the
rest had been charged on the red side of the
ledger, but I didn't peek until the 15 days
were up and lo! With a magnifying glass,
there they were!

They grew so slowly at first but after
what seemed an age they got to where· I
could prick them out and luckily so, for a
little later the main pot came to grief and I
had only the fifteen most forward ones. They
are doing fine and I am so anxious to see a
blossom. There must have been at least a
hundred in that package of seed.

Now I am wondering if I dare try the Rex
variety. Hope someone will tell his ex-
perience.

Your Questions Answered
By T. JOHN PARKER. Hollywood, Calif.

how to grow "Cathay- that all dirt particles, as far as is possible,
are floated free from the sand. An additional
precaution would be to sterilize the washed
sand in one of the prescribed ways. The
next consideration is the time at which the
cuttings are taken, the type of cutting taken
and the condition of the plant from which
the cutting is taken. Late winter and spring
are generally acceded to be the best times to
take cuttings. Tip cuttings with three to
five leaves, and the base cut having a heel of
semi-hard wood. To reduce transpiration to
a minimum is most important and of course
this calls for a covered container which will
conserve the humidity in the surrounding air.
If glass is used and the under surface shows
moisture, the cover should be raised a little
to refresh the air. An even temperature
should be maintained and when watering be-
comes necessary for the rooting medium, use
water at room temperature of the air in which

forests the cuttings are being grown.

harm-

Q. Please tell me
ana?"

A. The answer to this question may fit
most varieties if applied individually. Cathay-
ana is of Chinese origin and although it
originates in an altitude of about 5,000 feet
the district is fairly warm and the moisture
quite heavy. Many people make the error
of not carrying on the cultural conditions
as they existed at the location from whence
the plant came. It is imperative to know
the extent of the root growth in the pot and
treat the application of water accordingly.
This plant suffers. a shock when watered with
cold water the temperature of which varies
m~ch or little with the temperature Of the
atmosphere in· which it is kept. If properly
potted no feeding should be necessary until
the pot is full of roots. This plant also
will not tolerate the full rays of the sun but
will easily scorch.

Q. Is leafmold, taken from pine
or forests where walnut trees grow,
ful to Begonias?

A. All leafmold, no matter what the
source, is good for the promotion of plant
growth. It is nature giving back food ma-
terial that it has taken "from the soil and
stored up for future use. The danger lies
in it being diseased, and one should know
the history of the crop from which the leaves
have originated. All leafmold is acid in a
greater or lesser degree depending on the prog-
ress of decomposition. It is most acid in
its rawer state, the acidity diminishing as
decomposition advances. Pine needles .are
very acid but take a longer time to decom-
pose than the broader leaves.

Q. Why are cuttings of McBethi, Wel-
toniensis, Dregei, Richardsiana, and the like
hard to root?

A. These are of the semi-tuberous kinds
and are of African origin and came from
parts as far south as the Cape of Good Hope
to as far north as the Island of Socotra
near the Gulf of Aden in the Indian Ocean.
Warmth and atmospheric moisture are neces-
cesary. I find most failures come from a
lack of these two requisites combined, very
definitely, with improper care as to prepara-
tion" of the rooting medium. If sand is used,
and it is generally considered as the best root-
ing medium, it should be of a grade generally
known as a plaster sand, drainage is good and
yet is not so coarse that it will not pack
snugly around the stem when inserted. All
sand should be thoroughly washed to be sure
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Points

100

Fibrous Begonia Specimens

100,

Rex Begonia Specimens

.:.j.~ .L9:-

.. ~. - - '(C~riiinued <in NeXt Page)

Cultural perfection _.__mm______________________ 50
Foliage .:_____________________________15
Difficulty of cultivation __m m ~_____ 15
Quantity and quality of f1owers______________15
Correct and suitable labeling__________________5

1946. Entries received after 11 :00 a.in. will
not be judged, but may be exhibited with
the entry card marked "Not in Competition."

8. All exhibitors will report to the show
headquarters and make out an entry card for
each exhibit. which will be placed in a
sealed envelope at the time of placing the
exhibit, allowing same to remain sealed until
after the judging. No other card or label
will be permitted.

9. Botanical name, common name and
variety of each Begonia should be given if
possible. Errors in naming will 'not dis-
qualify, but the judges will recogni7.e cor-
rectness of naming as telling in favor of an
exhibit in a close competition.

10. Premiums will not be awarded un-
less the exhibit is considered sufficiently
meritorious by the judges •.

11. The decision of the judges f,hall be
final.

12. No exhibit shall be remove.:!ulltil the
close of the show unless the exhibitor resides
outside of San Di.ego County, in which case
the exhibit may be removed (if necessary)
at 6:00 p.m. on'Saturday, August 31st,
1946.

13. All entries must be removed at 6: 00
p.m. on September 1st, 1946.

14. All exhibits are, from the commencp-
ment" to the close of the show, in charge of
the exhibition committee.

15. While the wmmittee will exerCisedue
caution and. care in safeguarding exhibits, it
cannot assume r.esppnsibility for injury or
loss. ..

16. Each person who' becomes~n: ex-
hibitor thereby agrees to conform LO such
rules and regulations as the exhibition com-
mittee may make or authorize.

Rules and Regulations
1. There will be no entry fee.
2. All plants must have beengrpwn by

th.e exhibitor for at least three mon:th~ prior
to the show,

3. Entries· in new seedling classes. The
cross must have been made· by the exnibitor,
the names of both parents must be given, and
the plant must not have been placed on the
market, . , -

4. Begonias used in flower arrangements
(Class 41) need not be grown by the ex-
hibitors. '

5. Any person, other than those- who
propagate, grow or sell plants for profit, may
make as many entrres as desired. .

6. All entries must be made according to
schedule, by class. ... .

7. All entries must be in place ready for
'Judging by 11 :00 a.m. on August 31st,

SCHEDULE OF BEGONIA SHOW
(Continued from Page 158)

to be selected from the best Begonia in each
division.

$5.00 for the best Begonia in each division.
$3.00 for the second best Begonia in each

division.
$2.00 for the third best Begonia in each

division.
$10.00 in cash will be given for the best

new seedling (other than tuberous) in the
show.

$5.00 will be given for the second best
new seedling (other than tuberous) in the
show.

American Begonia Society Certificates will
be awarded for meritorious plants.

The Gonda Hartwell Challenge Cup will
be awarded for the best Rex Begonia in the
show. This is a perpetual cup and will be
retained by the winner until two weeks be-
fore the next show, at which time it will be
returned to the President of the American
Begonia Society.

A Sweepstakes Cup will be awarded to
the individual winning the most points in
the show, based on the following:

3 points for each first place.
2 points for each second place.
1 point for each third place.
A Sweepstakes Cup will be awarded to the

Branch whose members win· the most points
in the show, based on the above point system.
(San Diego Branch as· host club will- no.the
eligible.) . .

A Plaque will be_ awarded for the best
Commercial exhibit.

A Plaque will be awarded for the best
Non-Commercial Group exhibit.
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Fertilize
a s y o,u wa t e r

w·ith·
regular garden hose!

• Endorsed by prize-winning
gardeners. ; Th~icientifically
perfect food for gcirden plants

applied with ease and
economy. Nurtures the roots
evenly -'- and properly,

*
Available at AJI Dealers

*
PESTLESS PRODUCTS

COMPANY
1164 SO. FAIR OAKS AVE.

PASADENA 2, CALIF.

Pave 182

GAlU>EN tOURS ENJOYED
• The Hollywood Branch Summer Picnic
was held at the regular meeting place which
made it very enjoyable for those who could
attend. Mr.' Cocke and the President, Mrs.
Pedgrift, 'arranged a very engrossing game
which ought to be indulged in many times a
year with benefit. Eighteen letter-size thin
boards were marked with their respective
numbers and on each card was scotchtaped
a tip branch of a different fibrous begonia.
Each member .pa~sed with a card in hand and
marked again~t the corresponding number the
name of fhe begonia. The winners, of course,
are given first and second prizes. More can
be done, if desired, in this case. Mrs. Pedgrift
had potted· some delightful fuchsias in three-
inch pots and had some cuttings of bedding
semperllorens cultorum for everyone to have
one of each;:

Following this everyone happily accepted
the surprise invitation to see the remodelled
garden of :the Edward B. Flynn's not far
away. This turned out to be more 'of a
surprise tpan was expected, and more will
have to b~ told about it when space permits.
When in town with some time to spare. it
might be possible to obtain permission to call
and see this delightful tu berous begonia
garden. .
• The East Bay Branch held a picnic last
Sunday aft~rn~on at the home of Mr. and
Mrs. Haberland in Walnut Creek. There was
a fine attendance and everyone had a good
time. The display of tuberous begonias in
the glass house which was written up in the
June issue of THE BEGONIAN was superb.
Besides these he has a beautiful moss wall of
rex begonias that is inclosed on three sides
under a l;lth covering. He also has quite a
number of fibrou.s types he grows in his lath
house. This growing of be'gonias is a hobby,
because besides this he has a large ranch
and about sixty swarms of bees he puts out
over the countryside. His main work is re~
finishing antique furniture for one of the best
furniture stores in San Francisco, where he
goes every week-day.

Schedule of Begonia Show
(Continued fro·m Page 161)

Tuberous Begonia Specimens
Points

Numbe.r and size of blooms in
proportion to size of planL .. mm_. 40

Distinctness. and clearness of color________15
Healthy foliage mm_mUm m 15
E;rect'lloweringstem m "_uu m_.--- 15
Quality of 1l0wer __. mmm ._________ 15

100
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NOTES FROM GLOXINIA AND
SAINT PAULIA ROUND ROBINS

By FRANCES DOWNING, Calera, Ala.

• The most interesting project of these R.R.
at the present is growing GLOXINIAS from
seed, all are successful in a lesser or greater
degree. One member has 200 thrifty, small
plants of her own raising.

Different mediums are used for planting
the seed, with the majority of memb~rs pre-
ferring finely sifted sphagnum moss. Some re-
port success with half peat and half ~and-
while others use only finely sifted garden
soil. Those who use sphagnum feel t!::lat it
prevents damping off of seedlings. A Florida
member uses muck with sand for her Glox-
inias and Saintpaulias. This gives her a rich,
porous soil so essential to these plants. All
agree that leaves of Saintpaulias root more
quickly when placed in an aquarium or in
wide-mouthed jars.

In packing leaves to ship for exchange,
the following method has been found suc-
cessful : Wrap the stem of each leaf in wet
spagnum or cotton. Wrap this firmly in
wax paper, then wrap the entire leaf in wax
paper. Be sure the leaves are packed closely
in the box in order that they .will not bounce
around and be damaged.

A Nebraska member grows 26 varieties of
Saintpaulias with about the same care as she
gives the begonias. This means using Vito
B lance a week, always· with warm rain
water from the bottom of the pot. She
prefers the hot water bath for ridding the
plants of mites by immersing the plant in
water kept at 110 degrees F. for 15 minutes.
Tin cans are preferred as jardinieres as they
help keep the soil in the pots moist longer.

For propagating leaves: Holes are punched
in the lid of a cottage cheese carton, the names
of the varieties of leaves can be easily marked
alongside each one and the lid can be placed
over a ·glass of rain water.

An Oregon member supplies moisture
around the pots of Saintpaulias by keeping
the pots in pebble-filled containers with a
small amount of water with the pebbles.

Some of her Findings: Direct sun after 11
o'clocL in the morning burns the leaves.
Browning of leaves is caused· by overwatering
or improper drainage. If too many leaves are
removed from a plant for propagation pur-
poses the plant is apt to suffer.

All members agree that Gloxinias must be
fed to prevent blasting of buds and falling
blossoms.

All agree on the following soil mixture
for Saintpaulias and Gloxinias: 2 parts garden
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LIST OF AMERICAN BEGONIA
SOCIETY ROUND ROBINS

Organized and Directed by'
FRANCES DOWNING, Calera, Ala .

African Violets and Gloxinias.
Basket and Trailing Plants.
Begonias in General.
Growing Begonias From' Seed.
Hybridizing Begonias.
Rhyzomatous Begonias.
2 Semperfiorens Begonias.
Small-Leaved Begonias.
Tuberous Begonias.
Fibrous Begonias.
Rex Begonias.
Epiphyllums.
Fuchsias.
Gesneria Family.
Greenhouse Management.
Herbs-Just started.
House Plants, including all plants which

thrive in the Window Garden.
Impatiens (Sultana).
Orchids-Just asked· for.
Pansies. Violets and Violas.
Pelargoniums.
Shrubs for Shade-Just asked for.

Soils.
Billbergias.

Caladiums.
Choice Ferns, with others in the making.
Write Mrs. Downing if interested.

loam, 2 parts compost, 1 part leafmold and
1 part sand with Yz teaspoon of raw bone-
meal in each pot.

Aniong the other members of the GES-
NERIACEAE grown by this group are:
Streptocarpus, Episcia, Isoloma, Naegelia,
Corytholoma and Achimenes. One member
has I I colors of Achimenes.

Lists and addresses of dealers are enclosed
in the Robin letters and reports on reliability
of same are given.

Articles clipped from magazines and papers
are included in the Robin letters as are photo-
graphs of the member's plants. Enclosure
of such pictures are always interesting and
inspiring. All members were excited and
pleased with the articles on Gloxinias in re-
cent issues of THE BEGONIAN.

Eastern Home of
RARE BEGONIAS

Begonia Vitamins-Our complete
plant food-5 lbs m m..m.$2.00

6 RARE Begonias (our selectionL... 3.50
GREEN TREE FLOWER GARDENS

5343 Greene Street Philadelphia. Pa.
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MAMMOTH BEGONIAS RAISED BY A NOVICE
By LILLIAN ASHE, Secretary, San Francisco Branch, California

Campbell's Giant Flowered Hybrids
Immense flowers in shades of blue, rose,

pink, lavender, salmon, and white",
or semi-dwarf plants ..

Pkts. SOc, postpaid
As~ lor OUT Relerence Garden Catalog

CAMPBELL SEED STORE
Since 1907

Pasadena I, California Department B

OUTDOOR ORCHIDS
CYMBIDIUMS. both BACK bulb propa-
gations and FLOWERING size plants ....
and fine clumps of lovely SOBRALIA.

--By Appointment--

THE ORCHID HOUSE
1843 E. 124th Street

COMPTON. CALIFORNIA

• At the July meeting of the San Francisco
Branch, one of the members, Mr. Paul Bas-
sett, surprised \'.veryone by displaying two
Tuberous Begonia plants with flowers exceed-
ing 8 inches in diameter. While the plants
were of nsual height, their stalks were 2 Yz
inches across wirh leaves and stems consider-
ably larger than normal size. The astonished
rriem bers insisted on visiting Mr. Bassett's
garden the following Sunday, while the Be-
gonias were in full bloom, to see for them-
selves these extraordinary plants and to learn
the secret of his success.

Mr. Bassett became interested in raising Be-
gonias only last year, when he planted a few
seedlings in the ground. This year he de-
cided to grow Begonias in a more conven-
tional manner. Over an indentation in his
garden which he lined with cobblestones. he
built a steel frame glass house with ribbed
glass and a gabled roof. The sunken base
of the house extends about 5 feet below
the surface, the outside height being about
14 feet. Next, he built in the sunken base
several stepped-up benches 14 inches wide and
14 inches apart, thus permitting sufficient
room for each plant. The average tempera-
ture in the base, protected by the stone lin-
ing, is approximately 20° lower than that
in the upper part: this constant difference
in temperature tends to create a high humidity
in the sunken pit. With the assistance of a
fellow member, Mr. Bassett prepared a soil
mixture consisting of Rat's Nest leafmold and

CINERARIA SEED

Fish Meal, with liquid manure added later.
Then for the first time he planted in pots the
seedlings and a few slips discarded by a
friend, Evidently, the unusual high humidity
prevailing in the base of the glass house
combined with a rich soil mixture "forced"
the flowers to attain such unusual size, An-
other extraordinary feature of Mr. Bassett's
Begonias is the fact that besides the enormous
size, some of his plants have from two to four
male flowers and only one female on a stem.
Several of his plants while not exceeding a
foot in height still bore eight-inch blooms.
In order to prevent the heavy flowers from
breaking the plant, he was compelled to sup-
port them with additional stakes and wires.
Even his Rosebud Begonias looked like a
double Camelia type, attaining eight-inch size.

Thus, a man growing Begonias only for
the second season surprised both amateur and
piofessional growers of many years' expe-
rience with his unusual flowers. Unfortunately, "
it is impossible at present to submit pictures
illustrating these rare specimens, but it is
hoped that they will be ready for the next
issue. It would be very "interesting to learn
if any other growers have succeeded in rais-
ing flowers of similar size and if possible,
what conditions are required to attain stich
results.

The rest of the meeting was devoted to a
discussion on Construction of Lath Houses.
Among other speakers, Mr. Fred Watt of the
Bungalow Nursery; who has had extensive
experience in building lath houses, suggested
that it is more practical and. economical in
the long run, to enclose the sides with glass,
The top should be flat as the wind penetrates
a pitched roof. The distance between the
laths on the roof should be smaller than the
width of a lath. If laths are used in build-
ing the walls, they should be placed hori-
zontally and vertically, as criss-cross style pre-
vents the. sunlight from penetrating. The
lath house should be at least 10 feet high
and built in the center or in the back of the
garden so as to secure as much benefit from
the sun as possible. The benches must be
built in such a manner that each plant has
sufficient room. It is preferrable to use brick
or gravel for the floors.

All the members are looking forward to
meeting Mr. Hart, who promised to accom-
pany them on theit trip to Vetterle \'!j Reinelt's
Begonia Gardens at Capitola on Sunday, July
14th. After the visit to the Gardens a picnic
will be held at the Palisades.
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• Have you made a friend Happy with
"The Begonian"?

WINSEL-GIBBS NURSERY
1955 W. Florence Ave.

TW. 1564 Los Angeles 44, Calif.

ALEXANDER B. SIM
BEGONIA GARDENS

305 Sepulveda Blvd .. Manhattan, Beach, Calif.
Telephone: Redondo 2635'

LOVELY SOUTH AFRICAN FLOWERS
SEED DIRECT FROM FAMOUS COLLECTOR

HELIOPHILA crithmifolia. sheets of (easy to
grow annUal) soft blue flowers. Scatter now
where wanted for Quick bloom Pkt. 25c
CHARIEIS heterophylla. the best of the blue
daisies with blue centers. Annual 9" high, for
bedding or border. Also sow in situ'h .. Pkt. 25c

. Please add postage

MARIA WILKES
Los Angeles 4. Calif.158 S. Oxford Ave.

WIDE ASSORTMENT RARE AND II
ORDINARY FIBROUS BEGONIAS!
Species and Regular Tuberous Begonias,
B. Rex of All Kinds, Ferns, Fuchsias

and Complete Line of Shade Plants
No list or catalogue just now.
Send stamped, self-addressed
envelope for quick answer.

Closed Mondays

BIRD OF PARADISE (Strelit%ia reginae)
the ever-sought, always newly beautiful, exotic
flower for sunroom, porch, tub or garden.
Healthy two and a half year old plants in
gallon containers OOh m h..$1.25
Larger and older plants in pots. Each $2.00
Flowering specimen clumps in five-gallon con-
tainers .. h ~m m ' $7.50

Fine Collection of FUCHSIAS
in all sizes and styles from small well rooted
plants in 3" pots. Up, from m 39c

Please Add State and City Tax

• Give "The Begonian" for Birthdays.

• Our Advertisers say is pays to "Tell It
in 'The Begonian'."

Round Robin News For
August

By FRANCES DOWNING, Calera, Ala.

• These Robins have been asked for by our
correspondents: Orchids, Herbs, Scented Ger-

. aniums, Shrubs for Shade, House Plants, also
Terrarium and Dish Garden with Miniature
Plants and culIure.

As the Advanced Gloxinia and African
Violet Robins grow many members of the
Gesneria family (including Achimenes' Nae-
gelia, Streptocarpus, Gesneria, Episcia, Iso-
lorna, Corytholoma, etc.), the name of this·
club has been changed to The Gesneria
Family R.R.

Reports from the Directors of the R.R.s
indicate that the clubs are running smoothly,
with most members being considerate about
getting the letters off in the prescribed FOUR
DAYS. One Robin member writes: "I re-
ceived my first Robin letters today. I never
dreamed they could contain so much real
plant knowledge! Each member is interesting
and likeable. I must belong to more of
these clubs. Is there any limit to the number
one may join?"

Membership in the Robin Clubs is not
limited. Join as many as you have time to do
the hobby justice. A ha:stily written letter
or one not containing valuable information
has no place in the Round Robin mail.

The Small Leaved Begonia R.R. has
started its first flight. This one grew quickly
and I feel· it will be very popular.

Is there any particular Robin THE BE-
GONIAN readers would like to see formed?
If so, write to me about it. I shall be glad
to hear from you.

Over a half century of use by Farmers and Growers
attests to the quality of Aggeler & Musser Seeds. Don't
take chances with the seed you plant. Demand Agger ..

& Musser Seeds by Name at Your Dealer.

~tl YOUR GARDEN SUPPLY DEALER
//~i'

~ dDtN1e.ll/lfIt~
'A"MRS PUNT-
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THE DIRECTOR'S ROUND ROBIN

One of our C<llifornia members disagrees
vigorously with ,l grower who washes all sand

FLOWER SHOW CALENDAR
AUGUST 5th. 1946: 7:30 P.M .

.Ioint Meeting S. C. Horticultural Institute suged by THE AMERICAN BI·:GONIA
SOCIETY BRANCHES. Rodger Young Auditorium. 936 W. Washington Ave.,
1,0'; Angeles. California. R. "Scotty" Hudson. speaker.

AUGUST 10th and 11th, 1946: Open Invitation.
j:lor,1I I:xhibit by the Southern Alameda County Begonia Branch. Veteran's
Menlllri.ll Bldg .. Hayward, California. Sponsored by Post 1882, of Hayward.

AUGUST 21st and 22nd. 1946:
S,ll1 h,'ncisco 1:lower Show. City Hall Rotunda. San Francisco. S. F. Begoni<1 Soc.,
wil h r~ose. Cact us and Succulents. Dahlia and Fuchsia Societies.

AUGUST 31st and SEPTEMBER 1st. 1946:
SI,VI:NTH ANNUAL A. B. S. Begonia and Shade· Plant Show. Presidio Park,
San Diego. California. (A.B.S. I >th Annual Convention.)

,.
I
,

lJy L\I:SSIE R. BUXTON. Director of D. R. R .. Peabody, Massachusetts

.. Ilr0[1.1g.1Iion IS ,1[W.1YS under discussion from the roots of her cuttings before potting,
wilh our mcmhel".'. M,lny plants are success- and most of us agree with him. It would be
fully pror"g,lled from ,1 single leaf. and a interesting to know her reasons for doing this.
Minnesol" ml'mher Ius propagated B. ricini- Perhaps the sand in her locality has qualities
foli" in a din-ercnl way. She set the leaf in which are not good for young plants. In that
water in .1 half-rint bottlr. In about six case. why not use some other rooting medium?
weeks ,1 rl.lllt formed at the base of the stern. He tells us of trying Vermiculite. but gets no
This W,lS (ul on- .1nd rlanted in soil. and the quicker results than by using a mixture of
mother !c.lf .1nd slem put back in the bottle. sand and peat. The Vermiculile has been used
In lim(' .. molher plant. developed on the stem with half sand. also with one third sand and
and Ihis. 100. was poned. Later a third plant one third peat. The latter mixture is the
W.1S formen and the mother leaf then dried up. best. but the results arc no quicker.
h"ving [1rodu(cd three on-spring. The first At this time of year. n1.1ny seeds <He being
rlanl W.1S very slo", in developing the true planted in many ways. Bottom heat is the
1e,1Vl'S. 1\1 1e.1St Ihirty round leaves grew first. secret. of good germination. One member used
but .lftn.1 long w.1it. the true ricinifolia leaves a tin wash boiler. laid on its side. with a IWO-
arpe<Hl'd. 1\ North C.Holina member rooted hole rin stove-top inside. This held two small
leaves of B. rubella in ,1 gallon jar with a few wooden seed boxes. and beneath was a 40-
inches of soil inside. Making a slight depres- watt electric light. With the boiler lid in place,
sion in Ihl' soil. she laid the leaf over it :lnd the small thermometer inside registered be-
spriukled ,1 liltle soil in Ihl' (enter of the leaf. tween 50' and 60' constantly. An inch of
lu " m<1nlh·s lime the young leaves were small stones covered the bonom of the seed
stoll'ting. box. which was then filled with coarse leaf

A tip culting of B. Engleri will rarely rool. mold to within an inch of the top. The top
Try a side shoot. in the spring. and you will layer of soil was about one-eighth inch sifted
have bener success. B. Lucendro is also re- leaf mold. well moistened in advance. It may
ported difficult to root. and we all know that be sprinkled lightly if not moist enough. but
B. venosa and B. peltata are difficult. As they not soaked from the bottom as it packs the
are so much like succulents in texture. the soil too much. Sprinkle the seed lightly OVer
sand should be less moist than for other the soil. and cut a paper to fit over the top.
varieties. The cutting is set in a glass in a Cover the box with glass. which should be
sn1.111 amount of water and covered with a turned each day. If the soil looks dry, sprinkle
glass. f\dd one teaspoonful of soil daily until the sheet of paper. In little more than a week
the w,1ter is entirelv absorbed. When the roots the seeds germinated. the paper was removed,
arc wrll de\'eloped. slip the little plant care· also the boiler lid. to admit light. The seed-
fully oul of Ihe glass and set in .1 pot of soil lings were sprinkled daily with a fine clothes
wilhout root disturbance. sprinkler. When they were good sized. the

.,eed boxes were removed to the inside of a
wooden box wit h the light beneat h and a glass

(Coniinued on Paqe 167)
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BEGONIAS
REX. FIBROUS C':r TUBEROUS

FUCHSIAS. FERNS
and many other varieties of

SHADE PLANTS

LEWIS BEGONIA GARDENS

Let us help you select plants for your
!athhouse or shade~qarden. Over 12 years'

experience in this specialized field.

300 Burke Street Rivera. Calif.
(No catalogue or price list now)

Francisco Flower Show
City Hall Rotunda on

• The San
held in the
2 I - 22.

SAN FRANCISCO FLOWER SHOW
will be
August

This year the show is expected to be espe-
cially allractive as it is sponsored by five
rIower Societies. i.e .. The Dahlia Society of
California. the S. 1'. Rose Society. the S. F.
Branch of Cactus <md Succulent Society of
America. lhe S. I' Br.lnch of the American
Fuchsia Society .md the S. F. Branch of the
American Begon ia Sociel y. The members of
our branch contempLlle to have an outstand·
ing exhibit as there will be cleven entries for
beginners. t went I' eight lor amaleurs ;lnd
seven for COI11I1lcfci.ll growrrs.

Destroy them in
their own hide-outs

At Your Garden SuPPly Dealer

DESTRUXOL CORPORATION ltd.

scatter DESTRUXOL
SOW·BUG and CUTWORM BAil

California -. Pasadena 1

THE DIRECTOR'S ROUND ROBIN
(Continued from Page 166)

over the top. r<lised .1 trifle al eMh end for
ventilation. When the secllnd leaf developed
lhey Were transpl.tnled to a fl<ll in similM
soil to thaI in the seed box. They still were
kept in the same place Wilh bottom he;l!. but
the glass W;lS removed d,lily for .1 shor! time.
For the next lranspLlIlling. the leaf mold W<lS
unsifted. and a little sand ;lnd peat <ldded. The
electric light was still used at nigh!. but the
glass over the top was discontinued. In three
months after seed planting the pl;lnts were
large enough to set outside in a muslin covered
bed. (To Be Conrrnued)

BEGONIA PINK SHASTA
(Continued from Page (56)

is the same. its color scheme is quite different
from that of the earlier begonia. The flower
stem is light green. becoming a lillie pinker
at each branching. Tn bud the flowers Me
all bright s;I!mon-pink hearts. The central
male flower of each branch has an inch-long
stem let of white. As the bloom expands the
color is diluted until it is only a flesh tint
al the edges. like an apple blossom. The
two larger petals measure I;;; inches from tip
to lip as against 11;;\ for Pink Rubra, and
have more of a flare. The two inside petals
are entirely white. but otherwise the same.
The stamen brush is smaller. The slipules
over the flowers of Pink Shasta are longer
and lighter than its pinker relative and curve
back on each side.

Both grandmother ,'nd granddaughter are
choice begonias of the aristocratic B. coccinea
family. The gay color of Pink Rubra gives
you the feeling of a strawberry festival on
.1 warm summer day. while Pink Shasta has
lhe coolness and simplicity of a picnic by
a mountain stream. A lime and a place for
each. don't you think?

Largest, most beau-
[iful strain in [he world.
Uniformly double. full petaled
--majoricyofCamcllia tlowertd type,
Rioe of colors include red, orange.
apricot, gold shades -edged whiles
:md yellows long blooming season.

G€KMt1,®
625 S. HILL ST.. LOS ANGELES 21

Save Begonia seed for your Seed Fund.
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KNECHT'S PATIO GARDEN
, 1623 Thompson Blvd.

Ventura California
Growers of rare plants, fine Fuchsias, Ferns.
tuberous and other Begonias and shade plants.
delightfully perfumed, big flowering Amaryllis.
Visitors Invited Open Sundays

Begonias and Fuchsias
NEED Nitrohumusl

Commercial and hobby growers are
getting better flower and foliage color,
and stronger plant structures since
using NITROHUMUS in their-potting
soil. .

The answer is in the milder but
longer lasting organic food, and soil
building humus contained in every
bag of Kellogg's NITROHUMUS
Fertilizers.

Use NITROHUMUS freely in pot-
ting and top feeding. Available at
nurseries and garden supply dealers.

Write for descriptive folder to· Dept. 1B

Wilkes-who gave a most informative taik od
Herb·s and Their Uses.

Mrs. Heth (Foothill): Nothing special to report;
still getting along nicely and still new members
coming in. Next meeting will be a pot-luck dinner
in the Park.

Mrs. Hylton (Orange County): In Orange County
we had a Flower Show so our Begonia Society put
in a display; we had some competition but we
won first prize; added some money to our
treasury; we are getting new members; and our
membership list is getting straightened (jut due
to the efforts of Mr. Dere.

Mrs. Bayer (Glendale): We are having our meet-
ing tomorrow night. We invite any of you to
come. Interest keeping up. Our next meeting
we will study Epiphyllums. We have sent $50.00
to the Convention Fund-in San Diego, Calif.

Mr. Coche (Hollywood): Mr.· Olson was our last
speaker. Our annual Pot-Luck Picnic at our next
meeting Thursday evening, July 11th, at Plummer
Park. We hope to see most of you ihere.

Mr. Bailey (Pasadena): Good meeting last time.
Sent $30.00 to the San Diego Convention.

Mr. Lansdown (San Gabriel Valley): We sent
$50.00 to the S. D. Convention; have 164 members
in our branch; have good speakers and interest
seerµs good.

Library closing time made adjournment neces.
sary. Respectfully submitted,

GONDA HARTWELL, Corres. Sec.

CONDENSED MINUTES NATIONAL BOARD, A.B.S..
HELD JUNE 24th. 1946. IN THE MODEL

LIBRARY. L. A. PUBLIC LIBRARY
Meeting called· to order at 7:30, President Hart

presiding.
Board members present: Hart, Lawrence, Haw-

kins, Nelson, Dere, Wilkes" Hartwell.
Minutes meeting. May 27th, 1946, read and ap-

proved, _
Reports of Business Manager and Editor Wj.1kes,

Treasurer Hawkins, Membership Fees Chairman
Dare read, and on motion approved as read and
ordered filed as part of the minutes.

Bills oked and ordered paid.
Mr. Lawrence called attention to the joint meet-

ing with the Horticultural Society to be held the
first Monday in August. The Horticultural Society
has found it necessary to change their meeting
place, so watch your BEGONIAN closely for the
new address; Representative Directors were also
asked to inform themselves as soon as the address.
was available and to see that their respective
branches had this information. Members were
urged to get their choice plants in toP. shape to
enter.

Committee composed of Mr. Lawrence (Chair-
man), Mr. Nelson and Mr. Hall, -appomted to
contact Honorary Directors and Honorary Vice
Presidents and see if they are willing to serve
again and have the report ready for the annual
meeting. .

President reported he had late word that Mrs.
Drummond was improving· but still unable to
attend the meetings,

Florence Carrell, Seed Fund Chairman, sent in
a very interesting report of her office and outlined
further plans for obtaining new seeds, in part
to wit: .

"Everyone is so delighted with the seeds I have
sent Qut; many dre sending for m9ro seed. Have
had lots of requests for seed from new folks
also, and I do need to get some money ahead in
case the collectors in Colum1:>iaget seeds of those
57 species and 3 allied genera of begonias for ua.
besides the new ones they hope to find. . • • Give
the Board my regards and tell them I'm doing
all I can to make lots of happy begonia fans."

Librarian Mrs. Cr.owder unable to be present.
Editor instructed to secure new supply of letter-

heads as per bid submitted.
Editor reported on the splendid work Mrs.

Frances Downing Is doing with the ROUND
ROBINS; offered to prepare, and submit for ap-
proval, a leaflet concerning this section. Editor
instructed to keep Mrs. Downing supplied with
stationery and stamps and render any assistance
she could.

Editor brought up for discussion the subject of
"trial begonia growing" throughout the U. S. 'nd
then publishing reports of the experiment, as a
means of creating more interest in begonia qrow·
ing, Due to lack of time, this was laid on the
table for future consideration.

Mr. Geo. Johnson, Chairman Nominating Com-
mittee for the annual election read the following
report:

For President Elect: Mr. Dewar, Mrs. Drummond.
For Treasurer: Frank E. Clark, W. E. Waiton.
Director for 3 years: Mr. Coche, Mr. Hugh Hixon.

Signed: Gee. Johnson, Chairman. KELLOGG
George Barber. SUPPLY CO.
Mrs. Jane Stocklassa. 204 W. Sepulveda Blvd. Wilmington. Cal.

Motion by Hawkins "That the report be aC- Phone Terminal 4-6479
cepted." Second, Mrs. Wilkes. CARRIED. • ..... 111•••

Nominating Committee thanked for their work,
and dismissed.

Editor presented outline for the use of colored
slides on a loan basis, to tie In with speaker's
bureau, as several members have slides which
they would be willing to use under such arrange-
ment. This was warmly received, but for lack 01
time nothing definite was decided on. This to be
brought up at a later date.

Motion made to purchase filing cabinet, and
other office supplies for use of Membership Fees
Chairman Mr. Dere,

REPRESENTATIVE DIRECTORS' REPORTS
Mr. Walton (Inglewood): We had a very good

meeting and a most interesting speaker-Maria
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Meeting Dates and Places
The next meeting of tlie American Begonia Society Board will take place in San Diego, Presidio Park,

2 P.M .. Auqust 31&t.. 1946. Open to all.

ORANGE COUNTY BRANCH
Thursday. August 1st
Farm Bureau Hall, 353 So. Main St" Orange.
Mrs. E. K. Burdick, Sec.-Treas., Rt. 4, Box 296,
Anaheim, Calif.

FOOTHILL BRANCH
Friday, August 2nd. 8 p.m.
Woman's Club House, 1003 Azusa Ave., Azusa:
Mrs. James M. Reid, Secretary
643 No. Wabash Ave" Glendora, Calif.

THEODOSIA BURR SHEPHERD BRANCH
Tuesday, August 6th. 7:30 p;m.
Alice Bartlett C. H. 902 E. Main, Ventura, Calif.
Mrs. Harry Meyer, Secretary, III Leighton Dr,

BELLFLOWER BRANCH
Wednesday. August 7th. 7:30 p.m.
V. F. W., 250 Park St., Bellflower, Calif.
Mrs. Ardel Radle, 920 Flower St., Bellflower

SAN FRANCISCO BRANCH
Wednesday, August 7th. 7:45 p.m.
American Legion Hall, 1641 Taraval St.
Secretary, Mrs. Walter Ashe, 1855 - 33rd Ave.,
San Francisco, Calif.

INGLEWOOD BRANCH
Thursday. Auqust 8th. 8 p.m.
325 No. Hillcrest, Inglewood, Calif.
Mrs. Mildred Dressel, Secretary
432 W. Fairview, Inglewood, Calif.

HOLLYWOOD' BRANCH
Thursday, August 8th. 7:30 p.m.
Piummer Park, 7377 Santa Monica Blvd"
Mrs. Roslyn Duval, Secretary
843 N. Sierra Bonita, Los Angeles, Calif.

SANTA BARBARA BRANCH
Thursday. August 8th. 2-4 p.m.
Neighborhood House, 800 Santa Barbara St"
Santa Barbara. Calif.
Mrs. Stanley Pateman, Sec.-Treas.
P. O. Box 17, Goleta, Calif.

CALIFORNIA HEIGHTS BRANCH
Friday. August 9th. 7:30 p.m.
Mrs. Esther L. Randall, Sec., 3638 Cerritos Ave.
Long Beach 7, Calif.

SEQUOIA BRANCH
Friday. August 9th. 7:30 p.m.
Members' Homes.
·Mrs. Albert Lowery, Secretary,
620 W. Grove St., Visalia, Calif.

LA MESA BRANCH
Monday, Aug. 12th. 7:30 p.m.
La Mesa Grammar SchOOl, La Mesa, Calif.
Sec.-Treas.: Mrs. Joseph Christofferson
4491 Culbertson St., La Mesa, Calif.

NORTH LONG BEACH BRANCH
Monday. August 12th. 8 p.m.
42 East Market St., North Long Beach, Calif.
Miss Gladys Bullard, Secretary,
2651 Easy St., Long Beach, Calif.

LONG BEACH PARENT CHAPTER
Tuesday, August 13th. 7:30 p,m.
Mary Hotalling, Sec.-Treas.
324A Temple Ave., Long Beach 4, Calif.

Auqust. 1946

PASADENA BRANCH
Tuesday, August 13th. 7:30 p.m.
Pasadena Puolic Library
Lester F. Harrell, Sec.-Treas.
668 Bellefontaine St., Pasadena, Calif.

RIVERSIDE BRANCH
Tuesday. August 13th. 8 p.m.
Mrs. Helen Hansen, Sec.-Treas.
9757 Magnolia, Arlington, Calif.

SO. ALAMEDA CO. BRANCH
Thursday, August 15th. 8 p,m.
Scout Room, Markham School, Hayward, Calif.
Sec.-Treas.: Mrs. Dorothy Bayliss
26706 Monte Vista Dr., Hayward, Calif.

PHILOBEGONIA CLUB BRANCH
Irregular Meetings
May T. Drew, Pres.
Box 331, Narbeth, Pa.

EVA KENWORTHY GRAY BRANCH
Tuesday, August 20th.
Tillie Genter, Sec.-Treas.
7356 Eads St" La Jolla, Calif.

ALFRED D. ROBINSON BRANCH
Friday. August 23rd, 7:30 p.m.
Hall, Point Lorna Community Church
Udal Street at-Poinsettia Dr., San Diegc ,,-,a~l~.
Mrs. J. J. Howartht Secretary,
4319 Del Mar Ave., San Diego 7, Calit

SAN GABRIEL VALLEY BRANCH
Friday, August 23rd, 8:00 p.m.
American Legion Hall
720 N. First Ave., Arcadia, Calif.
Mrs. Myrtle Jones,Secretary
132 May Ave., Monrovia, Calif.

SANTA MARIA BRANCH
Sec.-Treas.: Mrs. Peter Mehlschau
Nipomo, Calif.

NEW ENGLAND BRANCH
Mrs. Norman Hedley,
71 Willard Terrace, Stamford, Conn.

SAN DIEGO BRANCH
Monday. August 26th
Hard of Hearing Hall, 3843 Herbert Ave.
Mrs. A. P. Carlton, Sec.-Treas.
624 Arroyo Dr., San Diego I, Calif.

WHITTIER BRANCH
Tuesday, August 27th. 7:30 p.m.
Union High School, Room 19,
Lindley Ave. entrancej Whittier, Calif.
Madeleine Hall, Secretary,
509 Friends Ave" Whittier, Calif.

EAST BAY BRANCH
Tuesday, August 27th. 8 p.m.
Council Chambers, Berkeley City Hall
Dick G. Goodnow, Secretary,
2519 Milvia St., Berkeley 4, Calif.

MARGARET GRUENBAUM BRANCH
Mrs ..W. E. Jones, Sec., Willow Grove, Pa.

GLENDALE BRANCH
Tuesday. August 27th. 7:30 p.m.
329 No. Brand Blvd., Glendale, Calif.
Mrs. Helen Grigsby, Secretary
958 E. Mountain, Glendale 7, Calif.
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POSTMAcSTER
Pleas., Nolify Roy K. Dere

J618 FickYllrth S\r0et
El MOllIe, CCllilornia

On A11Address Changes

CHOICE REX HYBRID BEGONIA SEED
$1 .00 per packet

STREPTOCARPUS SEED
SOc per packet

RUDOLF ZIESENHENNE
1130 N. Milpas St. Santa Barbara, Calif.

"The Home of
the

world famous
Fuchsias."

Catalog on Request

Evans & Reeves
Nurseries

255 S. Barrington
Los Angeles 24. Calif.

BEGONIAS AND FUCHSIAS
LISTS NOW READY

We Ship

M. S. Smith 6' Son Nursery
119 Ford Street Corona, Calit.

CALIFORNIA Uquid Fertili%er
for growth

ACIDATE
for soil correction on all acid loving pl.",,,

*
No odor, no messy, smelly concoction

that soils your hands
May be had at your IlLlrsery or seed store

*

IMPATIENS
VAVRAI

Plants of this wonderful new
Impatiens will be available in

Spring. 1947

Price. Each $1.50
(pius sales tax)

Place orders now for delivery
when ready.

*
PAULJ. HOWARD'S
California Flowerland

1 1700 National Boulevard
LOS ANGELES 34 CALIFORNIA

Mallufa<..lUtecJ by Ihe

California liquid Fertili%er Co.
34 Pico Street, P.lsadena 2, Calif.

THE LARGEST ASSORTMENT
AND FINEST NEW DEVELOPMENTS

OF THE

PACIFIC STRAIN
OF

TUBEROUS BEGONIAS
IV rilo! for Catalog

Vetterle and Reinelt
Capitola. California


