
r Q

TUBEROUS BEGONIA .... Camellia Variety
~-------------------------------------------

VOL. VIII-No. 4 APRIL 1941 TEN CENTS



Monthly Publication of the AMERICAN BEGONIA SOCIETY
Business and General Offices: 2551 Oregon Avenue, Long Beach, Calif.

Affiliated with the American Horticultural Society

~ Annual Membership Fee, One Dollar per Cal-
endar Year-Seventy-five Cents of which is for a
year's subscription to the BEGONIAN. Subscription
to non-members, One Dollar a Year.

OFFICERS

HERBERT P. DYKMAX _1 - - Proident
141 West 53rd Street, Long Beach

J. N. N"UTTER .. - - - - - - Secrdary-l'rt:asurer
11lnnbuship Fus

1050 East 19th Street, Long Beach

Rt;BY W. LIEDLER - - - Corresponding Stcrdary
I n/ormatio·n

5858 California Avenue, Long Beach

L. E. DAY - - - - - - - - Research JJirator
2602 Aiken Avenue, Los Ange~e3

• Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1941,
at the post office at Long Beach, California, under
the Act of March 3rd, 1879.

• Founded by Herbert P. Dyckmann, January, 1932
in Long Beach, California.

• ADVERTISING RATES: One inch, one insertion.
only $1.25. All other advertising space at $1.00 per
inch. Commission and Cash Discount: Agency com-
mission 15%. Ads contracted for 3 months take 10%
discount, for 6 months take 15% discount, for 1 year
take 200/0 discount. Additional 20/0 cash discount if
paid before 10th of month following insertion. Seasonal
cftange in copy allo ..ved.

STAFF

FERD P. NEELS

FRAXK 1\1. HARRISO~

MISS LEXA HIGGIXS

MISS EDXA ZIESE:"HENXE

DR. C. N. MOORE - - -

Pruident Elect

- Past President

Dirutor, 1 Year

D.irector, 2 Years

Dirutor, 2 Years

2613 Ashby, Berkeley

CI,ARENCE A. HALL - - - Public Relations Director
485 Jones Street, Ventura

RUD6LF ZIESENHENNE - - - - N onllnclature
1130 No. Milpas Street, Santa Barbara

MRS. GRETCHEN TAYLOR - - - - Editor
2551 Oregon Avenue, Long Beach, Calif.

MARGARET c. GRUENBAU~l - - - Eastern Reporter
316 West Chew Street, Phila., Pa.

MR. E. A. TAYLOR - - .'':: - - BusineJJ Manager
2551 Oregon Avenue, Long Beach, Calif., Phone 425-91

HONORARY DIRECTORS

MRS. H. W. BRIDGES _ - - - - Repreuntatil.le

ALFRED D. ROBIXSON

Point Lorna, Calif.

MRS. H. H. BuxTo:"

Peabody, Mass

T. H. GOODSPEED

University of

California

M. B. DU!'jKLE

Long Beach, Calif.

HERBERT P. DYCK).IAX,

FRAKK REINELT

Capitola, Calif.

GEORGE OTI"EN

Seaside, Oregon

T. H. EVERETT

N. Y. Botanical

GJ.rdens

CLAYTON M. KELLY

Long Beach, Calif.

Long Beach, Calif.

Why shouldn't / reJoIce at this gladsome EASTER time, when / think of
loyal friends like you who have contributed so generously to the BEGaN/AN.
I do! / rejoice that it has been my privilege to know and serve }'ou.

To you, therefore, as a loyal friend / want to say "thank you most sincerely"
for your loyalty to me and for your faith in my ability.

May you enjoy thoroughly, all of the beauties of this joyful EASTER
SEASON

THE EDITOR



OAKLAND FLOWER SHOW

RAINBOW FOREST"!!! Sounds
like something from fairyland
doesn't it? But it isn't! It's just
the theme of this year's 1941

California Spring Garden Show at Oak-
land, which will be held from April 30th
to May 4th.

It truly will be a rainbow forest with
the tremendous Redwoods standing ma-
jestically on guard over masses of color-
ful flowers. One could go many miles
in a car, or tramp for days over moun-
tains and through valleys and still not
see more beauty than is being assembled
for you~ enjoyment in the main build-
ing of the Spring Garden Show by How-
ard Gilkey and his many assistants.

The entrance to the main building will
be up a ramp, onto a circular veranda
from which will spread out, like a: view
from a mountain top, the vista of a
beautiful valley. That will be "Rainbow
Forest." Towering cliffs of green moss
will cover the walls of the valley. One's
eyes will travel down through the valley
between the majestic, towering giants
which rise up and up into the skies be-
yond the sight of the gazer, just as the g-i-
an t redwoods do in their natural setting.

Through the t r e e s one will see, and
hear, the great fall as it cascades down
from a tremendous height over cliffs of
rock and green moss.

Descending from the platform into
the valley beautiful, one will traverse
flower and shrub lined paths, winding
through the forest until the far end is
reached. There you will stand in awe at
the foot of the towering Rainbow Falls.
Standing there you will be able to im-
agine yourself standing at the foot of
the real Rainbow Falls on the middle
fork of the San Joaquin River, so true
a replica these falls will be.

On either side of the falls will be
semi-circular cliffs covered with moss.
On these cliffs will be growing, as in
their natural state, azeclia and rhode-
dendrom bushes. To the right, the semi-

Green House Gardens
MRS. T. R. MORRIS, Proprietor

FERNS - FUCHSIAS - BEGONIAS
5 miles East of Lakewood Village

Cypress. Calif.

April, 1941

by HARRIETTE W. BRIDGES

circular cliff will blend into and be-
come a regular p i 1e of stone posts.
These are "The Devil's Post Pile."

Behind the falls will be on exhibition
the aristrocrat of all plants, the orchids.
They will be displayed upon a moss
covered wall and studded there as natur-
ally as possible. These exotic beauties
always attract large crowds. To acco-
modate all who desire to see them com-
fortably, three tiers of walks have been
arranged.

In the outside gardens will be found
another novelty this year. A group of
business men of Oakland will show their
skill in gardening by exhibiting plants
of native wildflowers. They have plant-
ed several hundred wild bulbs and scat-
tered numerous seeds of wild flowers
on the central knoll of the outdoor garc
den which will be known as "The
Temple of Flora." To carry out this
theme they will encircle the crest of the
knoll with pillars.

Among the exhibits in the main build-
ing will be at least two devoted to the
Royal Hobby. One of these will be the
American Begonia Society's exhibit and
the 0 the r will be that of a private
grower. The Society's exhibit will be ad-
vantageously located this year in the
corner of the hall immediately below
the entrance platform. Mr. August Egli,
our Show Chairman, promises us an-
other prize winning exhibit this year.
Already he has been busy assembling
plants for the show. The Society ex-
hibit will be both the first and last one
the visitors to the show will see. Its
location at the f 0 0 t of the veranda
makes it one of the first, one will see
and being just where the visitor leaves
the main building-, it will be the last one
seen, as the visitor passes through the
exit under the veranda .. Truly a proper
location for the Royal flower. where it
will remain in people's minds as the
last thing of beauty they see as they
leave.

SCDARFFIAN A BEGONIA
Excellent in Baskets and Pots

Sturdy Plants 25 and 35c
Roseeroft Begonia Gardens
530 Si1vergate Ave" Point Lorna Stcition

San Deigo. Calii.
N. B. We Cannot Accept Maqing Orders

For Less Than $1.00
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SIX INDISPENSABLE BEGONIAS
FOR HOUSE CULTURE

continues to be a very
JANE HARDEY

IF YOU could have no more than
six begonias for house culture,
which varieties would you choose?
It would be interesting to hear

from others who grow them "in the
house." Since conditions for outdoor,
lath house, and greenhouse'. culture' are
different, they are not iucluded in this
symposiunl.

After 12 years of growing them in
the house and after having at one time
or another grown about 100 varities,
I nominate the following six as cham-
pions.
1. CORALLINA LUCERNA: There

would probably be little objection to
placing this one at the head of all lists.

2. SACHSEN: As a low grower, good
habit, good foilage, persistent bloomer
and very attractive flowers, would be
hard to excel.

3. RUBRA ARGYROSTIGMA or
.(Angel Wing): A "must" because it best
represents the type and is reasonably
satisfactory in habit, foilage and bloom.

4. HAAGEANA or HOUGHTONI:
Best representative of the hairy leaf
class.

S. NITIDA: Destinctive, different and
the best of the type. Flowers unusually
attractive. Good in habit, fo'ilage and
vigor.

6. GLOIRE de LORRAINE: The
original with green leaves and pink flow-
ers or still better perhaps, the one with
bronze leaves and red flowers, called,
I think, Mrs. Peterson. Unequalled win-
ter bloomer, hardy, good habit. Stands

Interesting find
Easy to grow

Visitors Welcome
Open Every Day
Orchid Supplies

SEE THESE
GORGEOUS

BLOOMS TODAY
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by PROFESSOR A. H. WEISBERG
Missoula, Montana

house conditions much better than Me-
lior, L.ady Mac, etc. Best represents this
very important class of begonias and is
therefore indispensable. If I could have
only two begonias, I would choose
CORALLINA LUCERNA and GLO-
IRE de LORRAINE or MRS. PETER-
SON.

And now having stuck 111yneck out,
I humblv wait for the storm to descend
upon my head.

THE PICTURE ON THE COVER
• The picture of the Tuberous Begonia
(Camellia Type) was furnished through
the courtesy of the Wilson's Nursery.

San Gabriel
Valley Branch
• The San Gabriel Valley Branch of
the A. B. S. held its regular monthly
meeting in the Arcadia City Hall the
evening of February 17th with President
Arthur Nelson presiding. In spite of the
heavy rain a good crowd turned out to
hear Mrs. Maria Wilks, curator of the
Vvisteria Vine Gardens in Sierra Madre,
who gave an interesting talk on arrang-
ing the shaded garden.

On April 18th Mr. Lloyd Cospar will
tell of his successful experiments with
growing streptocarpus in sand and how
he is now attempting to grow orchids
in gravel.

The plant sale
popular affair.

Begonias-Fems-Potted Plants-Pottery
~.-"OUR SPECfALTfES"~-

\Ve invite you to visit our new NURSERY
located at 1409 W. CHAPMAN in Orange,
Calif. We have the new POTTERY just
right for your flower arrangements and for
plant:-; in the hOll!"e.

THE BEGONIAN



BEGONIA MRS. w. S. KIMBALL

THE VARIETY Mrs. W. S. Kim-
ball was introduced in .1~13. Little
was known of the OrIgin of this
beautiful plant, after studying it's

characteristics for some time, I can say
I am certain it is a seedling of the
Variety Luxurians with probably one of
the Rubra (Coccinea) Varities as its
other parent.

It is a tall shrubby plant with woody
stems marked with curious cardinal red
streaks. The leaves are flat, light green
on the top surface with red veins and
a red 'spot at the point where the stem

Margaret
Gruen-baurn Branch
• The Margaret Gruenbaum branch is
functioning and proving conclusively
that Rare and Unusual Varities of Be-
gonias can be grown under house condi-
tions which vary fro~ steam heat, hot
water heat, pipeles's heaters, wood
stoves, coal stoves etc. in stone and
brick houses 100 years old and less, to
frame bungalows, f ram e houses with
window sills three to five inches wide.
More than 100 varities are grown by the
members of this group and many of
them specimen plants.

The most helpful thought for anyone
who wants to grow begonias and has
not been successful with their first at-
tempt is to be very observant, and in
deciding on the location best stlited to
each variety. Give them at least 6 weeks
if before the first of January before
moving' them to tryout another loca-
tion in the house, if after the first of
the year, 4 weeks will tell you if the
change has been helpful.

The April meeting' will be at the home
of Mrs. Ellison Finkel, Horsham, Penna.
There will be election of officers for the
coming year, suggestions for the good
of the Club for the coming 12 months,
also ways and means of arousing in-
terest in Begonias, and g i vi n g them
greater publicity. It is whispered there
are some excellent ideas to be placed
before the members.

Eastern Reporter

ApriL 1941

by TRISTRAM COFFIN WHITAKER
Philadelphia, Pa.

joins the leaf. The edge of the leaf is
finely serrate, wavy and outlined with
red. The underside is flushed and veined
with red, leaf slightly hairy. Some leaves
show the Luxurians parentage by hav-
ing a small auxilliary leaf at the stem
juncture. The leaf texture is the same
as in Luxurians.

Mrs. Kimball's flowers are its main
attraction appearing in mid-winter and
lasting until spring. They are large and
hang in huge clusters, color a lovely
pink. Flowers exceed foilage. Those who
like the unusual in plants, should try
this Begonia ..

Begonias - Ferns - Fuchsias
Choice Tuberous Begonias

English .Primroses - Cinerarias
--Cloud 1I1ondays--

ALEXANDER B. 81M
305 N. Sepulveda Blvd., Manhattan Beach

A new Uquid Fungicide to use against Mil·
dewI,Black Spot and other plant diseases.
Combineswith EXTRAX Garden Spray
for combination control of many insects and
diseases. ... Sold.by dealen .. ..,.m.....

E •• * t. V j
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BEGONIA DICHROA, SPRAGUE

IB·EGONIA dichroa, Sprague mean-
ing ("of two colors") was dis-
covered by Ad. Lietze in Brazil
in 1906 who gave it to the firm

of Haage & Schmidt in Erfurt, German,
where it bloomed for the first time in
the winter of 1907. In the same year
the Kew Garden obtained a specimen
from Haage & Schmidt and T. A.
Sprague named and described it in the
Kew Bulletin in 1908, p. 251..

While this plant is grown in "cloth
houses" in Southern California and
blooms during the winter with a night
temperature falling occasionally into the
30's and a day temperature in the 60's
it prefers a glasshouse or at least warm
conditions in order to do its best. It
is a slow grower compared to other
Begonias and should have plenty of food
in order to keep it "well clotlied" with
foilage, and to make the lateral buds
spring forth into growth. While it will
grow two feet tall (The plants now cul-
tivation may have been all propagated
from one plant by means of cuttings,
since they are all very prostrate and low
growers while, the original description

by RUDOLF ZIESENHENNE
Director of Nomenclature

describes it as being tall) it is best
treated as a basket plant for the growth
is half-drooping. Propagation is easily
effected by means of stem cuttings, or
seeds, if you are fortunate in obtaining
them.

B. dichroa, Sprague, has been used in
hybridizing and has given rise to several
excellent plants. Mr. Alfred Robinson of
Point Lorna, California has produced a
fine group of everblooming hybrids by
crossing dichroa, sprague with his "Ru-
bra" hybrid "Annie Laurie." I hope to
be able to give a full description and
account of these plants later this year.
In Europe three horticultural species
have been produced and I will give a
full account of them below since I know
many of our members are interested in
doing hybridizing work with dichroa.

Botanically dichroa, Sprague, was
placed in Section Knesbeckia.

Description: Root fibrous. Stem erect,
half drooping, to two feet tall, green
at tips and brown on older parts.
Stipules fall off early, egg-shaped and
sharply pointed. Leaf stem very short,
green with a reddish tinge, not quite

B. dichroa-Life Size Six Inches
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half as long as the leaf. Leaf oblong,
egg-shaped, pointed, semi-heart-shaped,
free of hair, edge somewhat wavy; up-
per surface shiny dark green with silver
spots on young plants of basal shoots
only <;under surface pale green. Flower
stem short, produced from the leafaxils.
Flowers orange, (The color is listed
variously in botanical works as orange-
scarlet, red-salmon, light 0 ran g e and
rich brick-red), produced in large much-
divided clusters. Male flowers, an inch
or less in diameter (sometimes listed as
about 2 inches), 2 sepals inverted, egg-
,haped; petals 2, much smaller. Fila-
ments short. Anthers oblong, inverted
egg-shaped. Female flowers: sepals 2,
inverted egg-shaped, p e ta 1 s 3, smaller,
oblong and narrower. Seed pod: 3-wing-
ed, one of which is longer, 3 celled,
white, placenta divided and carrying
seeds on both surfaces. Styles 3, united
at the base, each divided into two short
arms which are twisted.

Below I have taken the liberty to
quote an English translation from the
book Les Begonias by Charles Cheval-
ier, Past Director of the School of Hor-
ticulture at Liege, Belgium, who very
kindly presented me with a copy of his
wonderful work.

"B. X. Ch. Chevalier Hort. Leod.
1924-B. X Gabriette Petit (B. corallina
x B. undulata) X B. dichroa. Plant
strong medium height (30 inches to
about 4 feet) bush, very floriferous, ob-
tained at the Botanic Garden of Liege.

·"Stem erect, divided, bamboo-like,
very flexible, bent over at the top.
Leaves numerous, oval-lance-shaped,
medium sized (7lfz inches x 3 inches)
shortly tapering to a point, not very
wavy and with no lobes on the border;
green. Infloresence: large panicle much
divided and hanging, stem and flower
stems short. F.lowers, mal e Eglantine
rose paler at the center; stamens yellow.
Females much larger and produced later,
more numerous, Eglantine rose (dog-
rose), wings of ovary darker. Ovary
pale yellow. Stipules small, rose, falling
off early.

"B. X Professeur Gravis Hort. Leod
(B. corrallina x B. dichroa).

It was obtained at the Botanical Gar-
den at Liege in 1924 and is interesting
for its clear vermillion red flowers and
wings which are contrasted wit h the
whitish ovary.

"Plant vigorous not ve r y much

ApriL 1941

branched. Stem erect, robust, tall (30
inches to 6lfz feet) free of hair, clear
green. Leaves large (11 by 4 inches)
oval-oblong, tapering to a point, margin
entire, green, bare. Flowers grouped on
large panicles of much divided, hanging
short reddish stems. Flowers, males
clear vermillion red, deeper color in the
bud; Females more numerous and more
ornamental but of the same color. The
flowering season begins in January and
continues throughout the summer.

"B. X General Leman Hart. Leod. (B.
X Comte de Miribel x B. dichroa).

"It was produced at the Botanic Gar-
den at Liege in 1917 and was dedioated
to the heroic defender of Liege.

"Plant medium (20 to 28 inches) tall,
little branched, but remarkable for its
flowering season, abundance of bloom
2-nd their long duration.

"Stem erect, gnarled, thin, not strag-
gling, bent slightly at the tip, green.
Leaves oval-lance-shaped, tapering to a
point, medium sized (6 x 2 inches) mar-
gin almost entire, green above and in-
tersperced with silvery spots. Stems
short. Stipules yellow.

"Infloresence many flowered, displayed
in hanging clusters on short, thin, red-
dish stems. Flowers rose, rather small
in comparison with the two plants listed
above, but in great numbers and of long
duration and produced throughout the
year. Flowers, females more numerous,
the ovaries and wings Eglantine rose,
th.e two bracts of the same color and
remaining on the plant a long time."

The photograph is of a plant in the
collection of Mrs. Elsie Frey.

National President
To Be On Air
• Members and begonia lovers will
have the opportunity of hearing Mr.
Dyckman answer your questions over
K. M. P. C. radio station, May 11, 1941
at 10:45 A. M.

Be sure to get your questions into
K, M. P. C. c/o Mike Planter before
the 30th of April.

He will answer as many as time will
allow.

e When answering ads, don't forget to
mention The BEGONIAN.
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BEGONIAS RAISED IN THE HOUSE
by JAMES WILKINSON

Jersey City, N. J.

FOLLOWING is what I find in
raising begonias in the h 0 use.
Houses and greenhouses are very
much different. All greenhouses

are the same, but every house has a
different problem.

The best place is in the kitchen, which
has more humidity. Gas stove pipes must
be tight. Put pipe compound at union,
also on the ground joint. Take pilot light
off gas stove and light by holding light-
ed .match over burner before turning
on. Keep window open from top while
cooking to let any accumulated gas out.
If baking in oven, which dries out mois-
ture and raises room temperature, take
the lid off pot in which something else
is boiling.

I set pots on trays of pebbles and
betvveen each tray, I have a copper con-
tainer 1 inch wide, 1 inch deep and 12
inches long containing water. The
weather, when warm, forces me to grow
begonias at 70 degrees and when cold,
at 6S degrees. I spray each morning
with an atomizer. Every two weeks I
brush the leaves off with a soft brush,
placing my hand behind each leaf to
hold it firm while brushing. I water in
early morning and use rain water.

I try turning my plants a quarter turn
every other day to keep Same in uniform
growth and if you find on the second
day tha~ most of the leaves facing the
window look badly, don't turn that plant
any more, as before long it will get sick.

One can use a 100 watt G. E. lamp
to use on the plants, when the room i5
lacking of sun, but no less than a 100
watt. Whenever sunshine is taken away
from begonias the soil, humidity and
temperature must be perfect to keep
them growing.

Starting in May my begonias get sun

GIANT B ..
CAMELLIA TYPE ego n I a s

10 SURE-BLOOM TUBERS $1.00
GLOXINA-Four colors, each mmnmnnn •• 15c
TIGRID~A-6 separate colors for $1; ea. 20c
CALADIUM-Ten separate colors, each 35c
DAHALIAS-Many prize varities, each 25c
DAHLIA SEED-Finest grade, Pkt. 50 ~ $1
YELLOW CALLAS Sure-bloom bulbs. 15c
ADD IOc Postage and Calif. Tax. Please
BOB ANDERSON. 317 So. Broadway, L. A.
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for 1Yz hours. I try to adjust my window
to the rig-ht opening on top, which will
allow it to stay open all day when the
weather is warm. In the winter, air
comes in through the glass. January,
February and March I am forced to
double pane the bottom half window.
The windows have a very cold exposure.
The humidity that I carryon cold nights
will freeze % inch thick on the windows.

In bad winter weather sometimes the
wash is dried on racks in the kitchen,
which increases the humidity, but with
all the perfect conditions I supply I
must have the right soil, and the follow-
ing formula has given me the best re-
sults:

1f4 inch pot of leaf mould
lh inch pot of leaf clay soil
lh inch pot of sand, repeat until 3f4 full
liz inch pot of rotten cow manure
liz level teaspoonful each of bone meal,

tobacco dust and cotton seed meal.

The growers in and· around Jersey
City raise only two begonias. Dorothy
Grant and one of the Scharffiana group.
Thev use peat, apparently no leaf mould.
The" instructions given to thepurch"aser
is not to water until the soil is dry.

In house culture. I find the greater
the humidity produced, the lighter
should be the soil. The soil mixture
sui t s the amount of humidity in my
house with little or no sun. I feel that
every horne differs and that a little ex-
perimenting must be done.

It took five years of experimenting
on my part to get my present degree
of satisfaction in growing begonias. I
use plenty of potsherd or broken pots in
the bottom of my pots for drainage.

• When answering ads, don't forget to
mention The BEGONIAN.

SOlDething New in Grass
• Have you noticed the ever-increasing
«Unique·" signs· on new lawns? Yes sir, even
old h\vns too. These signs say . Unique
Lawns with Unique Grass by the Unique
Nursery." They must have something. Phone
and see.

CHurchill 550. 3654 La Crescenta Ave.
La Crescenta. Calif.

THE BEGONIAN



A CLIMBING BEGONIA
by C. M. KELLY

THOSE-OF our members who are
seeking the new and unusual in
begonias will be interested in a
curious "climbing" variety that

has recently come to our attention.
Mr.. M. C. Alsenz of 176 Norton Street,

Long Beach, California, has a begonia
of the semperflorens type that has for-
saken its low-growing habit and has in
two years grown to the height of fifteen
feet. The plant sends up a number of
stalks from the root, after the manner
of the bedding types, but is destinctive
in that the stalks, without branching, at-
tain an unbelievable length. These stalks
are not cane-like as are the rubras, but
require a support of some kind. In a
favorable location this begonia continues
to grow and bloom throughout the year.
The leaves are dark g r e e n, typically
semperflorens in shape, and the flowers
are light red.

The plant is probably a sport or vari-
ant of some old variety, and in Mr. Al-
senz's hands has been propagated only
from cuttings. He obtained his original
cutting from a plant (which has since
died) that came direct from England,
and so far as is known his is the only
stock in this country. None is offered
for sale to the public at this time.

CHOICE TUBEROUS BEGONIA PLANTS
Straight or Mixed colors SOc Dozen

$3.00 per 100
Supply limited; No Deliveries; Evenings,

Saturday and Sunday P. M.
CHARLES C. HAY

1362 E. 59th Street, Los Angeles. Cali!.

We would like to have reports from
anyone who has or knows of similar
plants.

Garden Guest Books trimmed in copper
American Begonia Membership Plaques

FOR YOUR LATH HOUSE
--For lnjormation Write--

"CHAR-LA-MAR"
BEGONIA GARDENS

1644 E. 55th Street .. Long Beach. Cal.
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You heard the amazing testimonial
of Mrs. Rinehart for the efficiency of
Likwid Gro with Bl at the February
meeting. Visit her excellent nursery
at Santa Ana, and see the results
obtained with Likwid Gro.
It may be purchased .anywhere in
So. California, and in Ventura
County from the best Seedsmen,
Nurserymen and Hardware stores.

Guy Lewis, Distributor for Ventura
County. Pestless Products Company,
1164 South Fair Oaks Avenue, Pasa-
dena, California.

Rudolf Ziesenhenne
Over 400 Species and Varities of

BEGONIAS
CHOICE REX HYBRID SEED

$1.00 Per Packet
Label your speciment plants with
permanent, em b 0 sse d aluminum
tags; 75c peT dozen, postpaid. Send
your list.

1130 North Milpas Street
Santa Barbara. Calif.

April, 1941

Venturans NOTICE



MOON STORY

THE FIRST article in the last
February issue, I read with in-

. terest, "A Parable of the Begonia
Sower," written by our congenial

Begonian, Alfred D. Robinson.
Herein he mentioned the help of the

·moon, which he had invoked in germina-
ting seeds of Begonias.

There is a certain influence of the
moon upon plant life. It took me a long
time to realize that this "Moon story"
is not a nursery rhyme, but actual facts
plainly demonstrated it. I never paid
any attention to the stand of the moon,
as most growers did not in early days,
but I changed my mind when I saw an
article written by a European forester
who (just for a trial) had made the fol-
lowing experiment. This forester, who
raised many thousands of seedlings an-
nually, protected his' seeds by a wind
break, which was constructed of sapling
trees, 6 feet long and 3 to 4 inches thick.
These poles were placed two feet in the
ground and 4 feet above and about 3
to 4 feet apart. I saw in Holland the
same fences for protecting their hya-
cinths and tulips from disastrous winds.

This forester took an accurate account
of the poles, cut in the rise of the
moon,marked the end carefully and
then finished the hedge with poles cut
by the decline of the moon. The result
was that one year later, the poles, which
had been cut during the growing moon
were perfect, whereas the ones cut dur-
ing the declining moon were brittle and
decaying. After close examination it was

• Why not a year's subscription to The
BEGONIAN as a birthday or other gift?

by GEORGE OTTEN
Seaside, Oregon

found that the poles, cut during the
growing moon, had formed a substance
under the bark, which had hardened and
practically had formed a tissue, which
hermetically closed the wood from out-
side influence.

In this neck of the woods a great deal
of Alderwood is cut for firewood and if
such wood is not cut during the time
the sap is in circulation, it is punk in
the fall and unfit for firewood.

I t is hard to determine whether the
moon has any influence in sewing Be-
gonias or not, however, as :rvfr. Robinson
writes, as long as seeds are fresh, kept
moist under an even temperature of 60
degrees, they will germinate, regardless
of the stand of the moon. Many farmers
in this country sow all plants, which
produce fruit above the ground, during
the rising moon, and all fruit, which
grows into the soil, like carrots, turnips
and potatoes, with the declining moon.

• When answering ads, don't forget to
mention The BEGONIAN.

ROSECROFT
BEGONIA GARDENS

530 Silvergate Ave .. Point Loma. Cal.
Established in this one location

sinnce 1902
A most complete assortment

of lathhouse subjects
BEGONIAS and FUCHSIAS

OUR SPECIALTIES
-Proprietors-

ANNIE C. and ALFRED D: ROBIC'iSON

LIKWID-GRO 81 The Balanced
Liquid Fertilizer

with Vitamin BI

and Pestless
LIWWID PORDO

to control

Mildew-Black Spot-Rust
Leaves no

objectional residue.

and Pestless
.GREEN HOUSE

SPRAY
to control

Aphis - Beetles - Worms
That destroy foilage.

and Pestless
SLUG and

SNAIL BAIT
The Green. Fine-texture
bait that's DIFFERENT

There is a Pestless Product for Your Insect Problem
-ASK YOUR DEALER-
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The Philadelphia
and It's Vicinity
Branch
• The meeting was at the home of the
president, Mr. Tristram Coffin Whita-
ker, 5343 Greene Street, March the 10th.

The whole country side was blanketed
in snow and ice, but the begonia enthu-
siasts care neither about ice nor snow,
because they want to know Beongias.

Tuberous-rooted beg 0 n i a s was the
topic of Mr. Whitaker's talk, their origin
and the work of the hybridists in rais-
ing the standard of Tuberous begonias
from comparatively small flo w ere d
species, to the huge glorious flowers of
the latest varities.

Their culture from seed through to
large tubers was explained, also their
many types described, including the
Multifloras, Martiana and the very satis-
factory Tuberous species "Pearcei" and
"Sutherlandii" and the New Fragrant
Varieties.

Mr. Whitaker stressed the fact that
when purchasing your tubers let quality
and not the price be your guide, as there
is a very great difference in the result
one achieves.

Tea and a social hour followed.
The April meeting will meet at 5343

Greene St. Gtn. Monday, April 7.
at 2 P. M.

Easter Greetings to all A. B. S. mem-
bers.

MRS. SOPHIA E. WHITAKER

Herbert Dyckman
Branch
• The Dyckman Branch of the Ameri-
can Begonia Society will meet at the
home of Mrs. and Mr. Haller, 949 E.
Artesia, Bellflower, California. The
meeting will be held Tuesday evening,
April 1st.

Mr. Merril Tea n e y, from Merrils
Flower Shop, 137 N. Bellflower Blvd.,
will be the speaker of the evening. He
will speak on the New Plants of 1941,
also on rare and odd plants.

There will be a plant sale as usual,
also refreshments will be served by the
hostess.

MRS. JESSIE JENKINS
(

April, 1941

PACIFIC STRAIN
of

TUBEROUS
BEGONIAS

NEW DEVELOPMENTS
and

LARGEST SELECTION of
ALL TYPES and COLORS

-- Ask for Catalog --

Vetterle and Reinelt
Capitola. California

REMOVAL SALE

ORCHID CACTUS (EpiphyHom)
One of the most magnificiant
day blooming tropical plants

30 to 50 percent discount for
CASH and CARRY Sale

Many Varities Now in Bloom

VISIT OUR NURSERY

R. F. KADO
2914 Wilshire. Santa Monica. Calif

(2 Miles from Beach)
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MONTALVO GARDENS
• BEGONIAS
• RARE PLANTS
• FER N S

Palomar Branch
By J. A. Hayden

• I think we, here at the Palomar
Branch, have hit on an idea that is
worth passing along.

We are taking Mr. Ziesenhenne's des-
cription of plants and making a "Round
Table discussion." We can handle about
two at each meeting.

Take January issue of "Ricinifolia."
We take a plant of Ricinifolia, a plant
of Heracleifolia and one of Peponifolia
or the nearest plants to these varities,
which is placed before the club and I
think by the time all questions and
queries are thrashed out, our members
know this plant for all time.

Hollywood Branch
• Mr. Hine, President of our branch,
gave a very interesting talk on begonia
culture. He stressed the importance of

'" the careful planning of a lath house
'W.i,tha built in barbecue or even a por-
table one, with tables, etc. in which the
family and their friends may enjoy
broiled steak dinners. He says this ar-
rangement will in time result in all tak-
ing real interest in the pleasure of an
attractive begonia garden.

He also told in a pleasing informal
way his own methods of begonia cul-
ture and attributes much of his success
with plants to systematic feeding. For
this he uses his own formula of nutrient
solution, which he perfected after years
of experimenting with plant foods. This
formula was given in the Begonian Feb.
1940. He does not sell this or his plants,
but is glad to help others as much as
possible with the knowledge he has gain-
ed through-out the 30 years experience
with the "Royal Hobby."

On April 9th Mrs. Irene Dodson will
be our speaker of the evening.

A most cordial invitation is extended
to begonia "fans" to enjoy Mrs. Dod-
son's talk at Plummer Park.

MARY ADELE JENKS

4445 Montalvo Ave.
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San Diego

Philadelphia Flower
Show
• The April issue will have gone to
press before the Philadelphia Flower
Show, Mar. 24-29, has taken place. But
the efforts of two of our American Be-
gonia Society members will show results
at the Show, by an exhibit of Begonias
covering more than 400 sq. ft. of space.
Mrs. A. H. Gere of Merion, Pa., and
Mrs. H. K. Krauss of Wynnewood, Pa.,
members of the Philo begonia Club,
Branch of the ABS have done this noble
piece of work. And WORK it is, they
have traveled thousands of miles to col-
lect the plants for this exhibit, some
of the varities are from their original
habitat, so there is really a treat in store
for Begonia lovers.

Eastern Reporter

Glendale Branch
• The Glendale Branch of the A. B. S.
met at a dinner preceeding their regular
meeting, which was held on St. Pat-
ricks day.

Mrs. George Johnson was chairman
of the affair, which was attended by
more than 110 members and friends, the
Irish motif being used throughout the
evening.

The regular business meeting conven-
ed at 8 :00 o'clock and Mr. Ernest Tut-
tle of Baldwin Fernery in Pasadena gave
a very instructive talk on "Ferns and
their care."

The one thought in the minds of the
membership for the month of April, is
their participation in the Spring display
of the Glendale Flower show Associa-
tion. This Flower Show is held in con-
nection with the Festival of Cultural
Arts and is one of the years outstand-
ing events.

The flower show will be open to the
public from 10 A. M., Sunday, April
27th, to 6 P. M., Tuesday, April 29th,
and Glendale branch takes this oppor-
tunity to invite all "Begonians" and their
friends to attend.

P. S. Dear Alma Mater: No the sepa-
ration is not permanent. We have been
too busy learning to walk. Will see you
soon.

JESSIE A. POOLE
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In.glewood Branch
• Vice-President Tyler officiated Fri-
day night, March 7th, due to the absence
of President Jones, who at present is in
the hospital.

Mr. Ferd Neels, 1941 Convention
Chairman, introduced the Chairman of
the Inglewood Dahlia Show sponsored
by the Inglewood Chamber of Com-
merce. It was suggested that our Con-
vention tie in with the Dahlia Show and
a motion was made and duly seconded
that this matter be taken up with the
National Board for their stamp of ap-
proval.

Mr. Neels stated that he would be call-
ing on our Inglewood members to head
committees for the forthcoming Conven~
tion, and he will need many! NOW
PLEASE lets cooperate with him 100%.
If everyone says NO there can be no
committees and one cannot do it alone,
so when you are contacted for help say
YES - LET'S MAKE THIS THE
BEST ONE YET!!!

Our National President, MI-. Dyck-
man, talked on propagating Rex Begon-
ias and demonstrated the various
methods by which this is done. Some
were cut into triangular pieces; some
leaves laid flat and weighted dowu by
hairpins or toothpicks, and some rolled,
a la stuffed cabbage, and one end stuck
in the soil. We understand this is the
method used to a great extent in the
East. How about it, Easterners? It
might be interesting to us on the Coast
to know how you propagate your Rexes
The flat was then donated to the plant
sale.

Due to the absence of President Jones
who also handles the programs, it is not
possible to name the speaker for the
April 4th meeting. There will be a
speaker, however, and we hope to see
you all there.

MRS. ALICE NICKLOW
Publicity

• Why not a year's subscription to The
BEGONIAN as a birthday or other gift?

Philobegonia Branch
• The Philobegonia branch are study-
ing begonias from a botanical base first
and in their stride have taken up the
Coccinea family and all of its hybrids,
merging into the Lucerna group and
including all other Angel Wing species,
such as Maculata Undulata and Albo-
Picta.

One of their big accomplishments was
to have secured space in the Philadel-
phia Flower Show, so that a Begonia
exhibit was at last realized there.

Their branch meets every 3rd Monday
of each month.

• Why not a year's subscription to The
BEGONIAN as a birthday or other gift?

FRAGRANT WILD ROSE TUBERS
$1.00 'Dozen and Up

\Ve have seed of ~1anicata Aurea, Sun-
derbruckii. Coral Rubra, Coral Rubra x Glau-
cophylla Scandens, New Rex Hybrids, Doub:e
camellia tuberous, Basket hybrids, Crested
tuberous, Gloxinia, Streptocarpus, Gesneria car-
dinalis. Any of above varieties at 2Sc per
packet.

Plants For Sale:-Pet, Odorata Alba, Mani-
cala, Sunderbruckii, Sutherlandii x Lucerne,
Sunderbruchii x Verschafelti, Semperflorens,
Streptocarpus, Gesneria cardinalis and dozens
of others with many new varities. Low \vinter
pricy-s.

LESLIE WOODRIFF
(Fairyland)

205 So. Inglewood Ave. Inglewood

Underground Evils
Nematodes, Wire Worms, Root Aphis,
, Ground Mealy and many others

Can Be SAFELY Eliminated by Using

LAWN-A-GEN
~.1 Copper and Ether Solution~

Ask where you buy your garden
supplies or write Dept. F

Destruxol
Corporation.. Ltd.
479 So. Broadway Pasadena, Calif.

GREEN TREE FLOWER GARDENS SAUNDERS
TRISTRA~f COFFIX WHITAKER, Prop. BEGONIAI GARDENS

5343 Greene St., Germantown, Phila. Pa.
"The Eastern Home of Rare Begonias" BEGONIAS -:- SHADE PLANTS

Tuberous Begonias Special on RICHARD ROBINSON

Booklet describing more than 225 3256 Orr & Day Road-Norwalk, Cal.
Varieties of rare begonnias~SO cents No Catalog ~ No Shipping
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CALIFORNIA
W. CLIFFORD LUNHAM

209East Adele Street, Anaheim, California
MRS. ELLA HIL TSCHER

R. D. 2, Box 73; Anaheim, California
MR. & MRs. L. H. \\THEELER

461 VV. Luarte Rd., Arcadia, California
MRS. A. B. ROTHROCK.

Artesia, Cal ifornia
MRs. R. W. SMITH

P. O. Box 1032, Avalon, California
MIKE THE PLANTER

K.M.P.C. Radio Station, Beverly Hills, California
MRs. F. R. LOCKE

Box 303 Laurel Rd" No. Carlsbad, California
MRS. EVA B. SATHRUM

Carlsbad, Caiifornia
MRs. E. V. POPEJOY

430 \Vestminister, Costa Mesa, CaliJornia
MRs. J. H. BLOSS

482'; Ruth Ave., Eagle Rock, California
MRs. ELEA~OR S. CLAY

5071 Hermosa Ave., Eagle Rock, California
HAZEL HAHX

1915 Chickasaw, Eagle Rock, California
MISS EUGLXIA LOM-BERTY

5056 Glen Iris, Eagle Rock, California
MRS. FRA:KK MOORE

4906 Argus Dr., Eagle Rock, California
MRS. ROBERT J. BROW!\"

R. L. 1, Box 175-A, Fullerton, California
MRS. Olive B. SHAW

1301'h W. 190th St., Gardena, California
MRS. ALBERT BEAD

360 \Vest Broadway, Glendale, California
MRS. ARTHUR BO!\"XER

2036 MonteCIto, Glend~le. California
MISS ADA DOWTY

1405 E. Maple Ave., Glendale, California
MRS. C. E. HOUGH

2054 Ele:mor Lr., Glendale, California
l\IRs. BERT HlnnrEL

3404 Las Palmas Ave .. Glend:tle, California
MR. & l\1RS. JACK SEVERS

325 Fischer Street, Glendale, California
MRS. ARE:XD LAST

133 S. Adams, Glendale, California
MRS. C".\ROLOTTE WEAR

607 N. Central, Glendale, California
MRS. ELBERT \VIKG

308 So. Chevy Chase, Glendale, C:-difornia
MABEL DOK ALDSON

807 N. Hayworth, HollY\·.lQod, California
MRS. P. ME:-;-ARD

1234- Poinsettia Pl., Hollywood, California
MR. CLI::-iTOK D. HUBBARD

2304 E. Gage Ave., Huntington Park, California
MR. F. C. DEY

925So. Grevillia Ave., Inglewood, California
2ITA B. EBEL

412 W. 64th Place, Inglewood, California
MRS. EARL PRENTICE

9117 3rd Ave., Inglewood, California
MR. & MRS. FORD ANDREWS

2438 Oregon Avenue, Long Beach, California
MRS. FRED BURGESS

1655 East Market, Long Beach, Califo~nia
MR. & MRS. PAUL BUZZARD

2317 Cedar Avenue, Long Beach, California
MR. ARTHUR PAUL DAILEY

2078 Atlantic Avenue, Long Beach, California
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MR. Roy ELCI:!'\
5975 Olive Avenue, Long Beach, C~lifornia

EDITH A. FRA~CIS
1237 East 6th Street, Long Beach, California

MR. & MRS. CARL E. GREEXE
3804 Country Club Dr., Long Beach, California

MR. !S" MRS. H. E. HEADLEY
2408 Linden Avenue, Long Beach, California

MRS. \\~ILLARD A. LEE
2420 East 8th Street, Long Beach, California

MR. JAMES MATUS
2538 Oregon Avenue, Long Beach, California

MR. RICHARD SHAW
1709 Lewis Avenue, Long Be3.ch, California

MRS. CECIL SMITH
17-L East 53rd Street, Long Beach, California

MRS. C. B. VARBET
3480 Gardinia Avenue, Long Beach, California

MRS. EDITH WARD
2550 Oregon Avenue, Long Beach, California

OTHER STATES

MRS. R. M. ROBERTSON
836 Shawnee Avenue, Lafayette, Indiana

MR. H. W. ROBINSON
620 North 8th Street, Fort IDodge, Iowa

MRS. LESTER BUTLER
910 C Avenue, East, Oskaloosa, IO\va

MRS. D. E. ADAMS
706 North Jefferson, Mason City, Iowa

MRS. R. E. ROBERTSO!S"
1615 Delaware Street, Mason City, Iowa

PAULIXE KUNTZ
\Vinterset, Iowa

MR. WALTER G. SHEAnY
Flordale Farms, Delray Beach, Florida

MR. V. S. STARR
869 Confererate Avenue, S. E., Atlanta, Georgia

MR. L. D. FIKE
Council Grove, Kannsas

MRS. GLEN::-i F. MILLS
3815 Glendale Terrace, Minneapolis Minnesota

MRS. GEO. W. HAWLEY
Box 471, Willernie, Minnesota

MRS. J. C. MEHuRo!'\
Wymore, Nebraska

MR. KYLE FALK~ER
36 Falconer Street, Jamestown, New York

MISS N. R. REYNAL
Guard Hill Road, Mt. Kisko, New York

I\1RS. DONALD CURTIS
134-36 2J3rd Street, Laurelton, Long Island, N. Y.

MRS. C. E. FI~KLE
1233 Broadway, Fargo, N. Dakota

MR. N. A. BROEREK
403 Guardian Bldg., Portland, Oregon

MR. GEORGE VATH
1725 S. E. 57th Avenue, Portland, Oregon

MRS. BEN JAM IX Rusre, JR.
Westchester, Pennsylvania

MR. MORRIS J. WEBER
Costalia, Keswick, Virgania

MR. G. VINCENT SCOFIELD

1112 Highland Rd. Edgewood, Charleston, West Va.
MRS. FRANCIS W. E::-<GLlSH

1722 Chadbourne Avenue, Madison, Wisconsin
MRS. D. MERRILL OLSON

2909 Colgate Road. Madison, \Visconsin

FOREIGN COUNTRIES

MR. & MRS. A. S. VERKAY
Los Cayas, Nassau, Bahamas

:i\rlR. GORDOX KNOWLES
c/o Mr. A. S. Vernay, Los Cayos, Nassau, Bahamas
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CHECK
YOUR

MEETING
DATES

PALOMAR BRANCH
Tuesday, April 1, 7:30 P.M.
Vista Inn, Vista, Calif.
Margaret Rutherford, Secy.- 'freas.
Route 2, Box 340, Escondido.

HERBERT DYCKMAN BRANCH
Tuesday, April 1, 7:30 P.M.
Home of Mr. and Mrs. Haller
949 E. Artesia, Bellflower
Mrs. Anna Smith, Secy.- 'freas.
250 East Home St., Long Beach.

THEODOSIA BURR SHEPHERD BR.
Tuesday, April 1, 8:00 P.M.
American Legion Hall,
North California Street, Ventura.
Ceorge Fitch, Secy.- 'freas.
70 Sonth Hurst St., Ventura

SAN FRANCISCO BRANCH
Wedn'esday, April 2, 8:00 P.M.
1060 Francisco Street.
Harry F. O'Donnell, Secretary,
1575-31st Ave., San Francisco.

ORANGE COUNTY BRANCH
Thursday, April 3, 7:30 P.M.
Y.M.C.A. Building,
Church & Sycamore St., Santa Ana.
Florence Carrell, Secy.- Treas.,
214 No. Yale, Fullerton.

INGLEWOOD BRANCH
Friday, April 4, 8:00 P.M.
Woman's Club, 325 No. Hillcrest Blvd.
Mrs. Rose Hescock, Secretary,
4209 West l11th St., Inglewood.

PHILADELPHIA & VICINITY BR.
Monday, April 7, 2:00 P.M.
5343 Greene St. Gtn.
Sophia E. Whitaker, Secy.,

5343 Greene St., Germantown, Phila., Pa.

HOLL YWOOD BRANCH
Wednesday, April 9, 8:00 P.M.
Plummer Park, 7377 Santa Monica Bl.
Mrs. Helen Ehret,
7507 Lexington Ave., Hollywood.

LONG BEACH PARENT BRANCH
Thursday, April 10, 7:30 P.M.
Community Hall, 9th and Lime, L. B.
Mrs. Ethel G. Arbuckle, Secy.- 'freas.,
5932 Seville Ave., Huntington Park.

April. 1941

SANTA BARBARA BRANCH
Tuesday, April 15, 7:30 P.M.
1595 East Valley Road, Montecito.
Mrs. Louise Schwerdtfeger, Secy.,
246 No. Alamar Ave., Santa Barbara.

NORTH LONG BEACH BRANCH
Thursday, April 17, 7:30 P.M.
1644 East 55th Street
H. A. Cuyler, Secy.-Treas.,
5675 Olive Ave., Long Beach.

SAN GABRIEL VALLEY BRANCH
Friday, April 18, 7:30 P.M.
Arcadia City Hall, Arcadia.
Mrs. A. N. Hartwell, Secretary,
1719 Alamitas Ave., Monrovia.

GLENDALE BRANCH
Monday, April 21, 8:00-P.M.
Sparr Heights Community Center,
3311 Downing Avenue, Glendale.
Mrs. M. B. Dewar, Secretary,
709 Milford Ave., Phone CItrus 17517.

MARGARET GRUENBAUM BR.
Tuesday, April 22, 1:30 P.M.
Mrs. Ellison Finckel
Mrs. Wm. L. Paxson, Secretary,
Willow Grove, Pa.

EAST BAY BRANCH
Monday, April 28, 7:30 P.M.
Berkeley Council Chambers.
Geo. Pascoe, Secy.- 'freas.,
2125 McGee Ave., Berkeley.

SYRACUSE BRANCH
Richard C. Atwood, Secy.- Treas.,
1405 East Fayette St., Syracuse, N. Y.

NEW ENGLAND BRANCH
Secretary-Mrs. B. W. Skinner,
Lynnfield, Mass.
Meetings: 2nd Saturday each month at
7:30 P.M.

PHILO BEGONIA CLUB BRANCH
Mrs .. Albert H. Gere, Secy.-Treas.,
362 Brookway, Merion, Pa.
Meetings: 3rd Monday each month.

• The National Board meeting will be
held at the home of Dr. Lauder, 952
Fallenleaf Road, San Gabriel, Calif., on
April 9, 1941.

• Note:- Calendar listed according to
meeting dates.

Page 67



•

T.U~~~Dt~L~:;~OUS
FUCHSIAS

. CALADIUMS
GLOXINIAS

- COLEUS - FERNS-
-No Catalogue _4s Yet-

WILSON'S BEGONIA GARDEN
862 W. Firestone Blvd .• Downey. Cal.

Dr. J. Burton Van Gelder
O.D., D.C.

Optometric Eye Specialist
-28 Yearsin Practice-

323 East Manchester Blvd.
Inglewood. Calif.

A weekly spraying of BAR-
FOOT PRODUCTS will let
your ROSLS bloom into full
maturity without unsightly
blemishes caused by plant-
pests and diseases Use
-it NOW - when shoots are
fender]

Barfoot products are available
at all garden supply stores!

Fresh SIREPIUCARPUS Seed
Mixed: 50c

Choice Pot Plants for the Lathhouse

MRS. A. D. ROBINSON
530 Silvergale Ave .• Point Lorna. Cal.

OAK LEAF MOLD
Best Quality - Clean - Well-Rotted

35c per Sack
50 Sacks or more at 30c per Sack

A. L. Dickenson
627 West Palmer Compton·

A.nother Product of the J.A. BARFOOT CO.
2469 Porter Street Los Angeles. Calif.


