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Question: What kind of spray would
you anvise for a Fuchsia that has a white
scale under the leaves'?

Answer: Try a mixture of Volek and
Black Leaf 40. Be sure to spray from the
under side of the plant.

Q: What fertilizer do you advise other
than cow manure for fuchsias?

A: Cow manure is usually mixed in the
potting soil; but, when feeding a weak
"tea" of commercial fertilizer is generally
used in the proportions of a teaspoonful
to a gallon of water, applied at frequent
intervals during the growing season. Stop
feeding during the cold weather.

Q: When Should Caladium bulbs be
started, and in what kind of soil and at
what temperature?

A: Caladium bulbs should be started in
March in German peat moss preferably
in a hot bed where the heat can be con-
trolled at about 70 to 75 degrees tempera-
ture. (They may be started later, when
the ground warms up outside, out of
doors.) When they are about 4 or 5 inches
high, transfer to pots that will just hold
the roots, they like to be pot-bound. The
soil mixture should be of equal parts leaf-
mold, sand, peat and well rotted cow
manure. There are two kinds of caladiums,
the bright colored leaves that are opaque
and will stand quite a bit of light and
heat; these can be put in the brighter and
warmer part of the glass-house. The other
kind has a parchment-like leaf, and should
be put in a cooler and darker location
than the first. Caladiums should not be
kept too wet, just moist. When the bulbs
have become dormant in the winter, they
should not be removed from the pots. but
should be kept moist enough that they do
not dry out completely at any time, this
will prevent rot when the bulbs are start-
ed in the spring. As Caladiums come from
the "tierra, Caliente" or hot lands of the
east coast of Mexico, we simuiate that
condition as much as possible.

Last month someone asked for a durable
whitewash for glass. This formula was
handed to the Question Box Editor at the
last meeting;
Durable \,vhite \,vash for Glass-

5 Ibs. salt
6 gals. water, hot and use this to slack

fresh lime.
30 Ibs. lime. vVhile lime is still hot, stir

in 4 Ibs. grease or heavy oil, add
water to make consistency desired.
For spray gun, strain through bur-
lap or fine wire screen.

-Mrs. Joe Gray.
Los Angeles ,Calif.
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THE SHELTERED GARDEN
By M. B. Dunkle

The idea of a garden as an enclosed
space has come down to us from anti-
quity. The ancient statement "Dividing
the sown from the unsown," has reference
to the gardens of the ancients who in-
variably enclosed their garden with a
wall. Not only is this true of the Greeks,
the Romans, and the Hebrews, but it was
especially true of the Aztecs. Quoting
from that excellent book, "Mexican
Plants for American Gardens," by Cecile
Hulse, "Xochitl is the word for flower.
The gardens of the ruling class were
known as xochitecpancalli, or the 'enclos-
ed palace of flowers.' A walled or en-
closed garden was xochitepanyo, while
the small garden of the Indian was, and
still is, xochichinamcalli, meaning 'place
of flowers enclosed by a cane or reed
hedge.' "

Probably the first need for enclosure
came from the necessity of protection
from animals, but the enclosing of a gar-
den gives it an atmophere of quiet privacy
that quickly became an end in itself. While
the enclosing of a garden, even today,
does keep out the wandering dogs, cats,
or chickens, and even more keeps out
the harsh winds, the enclosing wall,
hedge, or fence, if properly constructed,
frames the garden and gives it an air of
individuality.

1\ ow we are going even further. Man
now well controls the climate in his dwell-
ing, and it is but a step further to at least
partially control the climate in his gar-
den. So the use of overhead glass, cloth,
lath, or other material does more effec-
tively keep out the wind, the hot sun, and
even the rain or snow. This also tends to
make the garden more useable, extends
the area of living into the garden. The
"Outdoor Living Room" represents a de-
sirable step in this direction.

'\'ith the subduing of the sun, there
has arisen the necessity of finding new
flowers and plants that will flourish better
under the new conditions. Fortunately,
the partial climatic control that the en-
closed garden giv.es affords conditions
that will permit the growing of many de-
sirable exotics from warmer climates, as
well as shade-loving ...plants from our
woodlands. Here was the great opening
for the widespread culture of begonias,
fuchsias, ferns, and dozens of other semi-
tropical plants.

Begonias, for example, have long been
used as house plants in the United States.
Many of the more desirable varieties of
begonias do not easily adapt themselves

to conditions in the average modern liv-
ing room. '\Then the enclosed garden of-
fered more control of weather conditions,
new possibilities have opened up. Rex,
tuberous and fibrous begonias all thrive
in the sheltered gardtn, and now we are be-
ginning to bring in the winter-flowering
hybrids of Socotrana.

Our small citv lots do not lend them-
selves to extensIve gardens. An enclosed
sheltered garden can be small, and in
even the smallest space, the improved
growing conditions make possible < a
wealth of foliage and flower. It is not the
size of your garden, but what you do with
it, that marks a successful sheltered gar-
dener.

Effective rock work, small pools, nich-
ed or hollow walls, and many other bits of
cunning garden manipulation add individ-
uality and charm to what might other-
wise be a most prosaic setting. Nor need
these items incur much expense, rocks
can be picked up on country excursions,
or broken masonry or pavement blocks
can be substituted with fair effect.

The average gardener is, or should be,
handy with many tools, and this is neces-
sary, if he plans to do much of the work
himself. Otherwise there will be jobs for
the plumber, the electrician, the mason,
the carpenter, the painter, and what not.
Even if most of the work is hired, there
are a hundred and one little details that
the good gardener will want to do him-
self. Don't think that a sheltered garden
is necessarily as complicated as indicated
by the first part of this paragraph, the
best gardens are often the simplest, and it
is not the knick-knacks but the plants
that make the garden. Your winter cli-
mate or the kind of plants you wish to
grow will determine the particular form
of enclosed garden you want. A glass-
enclosed porch in the north, or a simple
lath or cloth house in the south give the
nucleus about which to expand in the
summer.

BEGONIA HINTS FOR APRIL
By J. P. Walke,r

Have you reconditioned the potted be-
gonias? Bad leaves should all be removed
and repotted, or good soil added.

Ground plants need a good mulching
with leaf mold, or acid acting soil with
plenty of plant food.

Do you want tuberous bulbs or plants?
Local nurseries have them.

Do you want tuberous plants in bloom?
This is one sure way of getting the color

[CoMinned on page 11]



EASTERN SECTION
Earle A. Sampson. Eaztem Editor

"Begonias try to be our masters-
fool them-be theirs."

As the months roll by, and spring comes
nearer to hand, doesn't it make you feel
more and more like getting out and ob-
taining more and more plants to work
with? It certainly does me.

,Mrs. Sampson and myself visited a
friend's home a short time ago and stood
there marvelling at a Medora which was
four feet tall with leayes all the way up
the stalk, also the plant was very bushy.
Certainly, to me it was a man'e!ous sight.

I have asked this man to have a picture
taken of this specimen; also to write an
article on his trials of begonia culture.

The community group is going to meet
at this same home March 11th, and I
know we will have a fine time.

Personally, my Begonias in general are
beginning to look much better after go-
ing through the hurricane which we East-
erners experienced here last September.
Also, in moving from my former home in
Medford, the plants took considerable
abuse due to the fact that my greenhouse
was not completed at the time we moved.

In the greenhouse, as we call it-which,
by the way, is only 14 feet by 7 feet-there
are about fifty orchid plants as well as
the eighty odd different kinds of Be-
gonias.

Mrs. Sampson is really the "Boss" care-
taker of the range as my business keeps
me away from horne all day. Nevertheless,
whetl I get home the greenhouse is one
of my first thoughts and always before
going to bed; 'I have to look over the
plants to see that everything is all right
for the night.

Here I have been rambling on telling
you nothing of interest, but candidly
speaking the people here in the East are
becoming more and more Begonia mind-
ed.

We are all looking forward to the Bos-
ton Show which will be held March 16th
to 21st and also certainly hope to win a
priz.e in our Begonia Exhibit.

Watch for the new slogan each month!

An Easterner's Experience
By Elizabeth W. Skinner
Lynnfield Centre, Mass.

Our new Eastern Editor has asked me
to write of my experiences in growing
begonias. Thinking some other amateur
might receive help or encouragement from
some of my struggles, I will tell you my
house conditions and results.

From the time I was a child I have al-
ways had plants and just put them in earth
and they grew-but, looking back, I have
decided they must have been hardy indi-
viduals or they never would have survived
my ignorant handling. Certainly, none of
Illy finicky begonias could have lived
throngh the ordeal.

Most of my plants are now kept in a
sun porch 9 feet by 15 feet, facing nearly
south, with glass exposure on three sides.
You see, this approaches the ideal of a
lean-to greenhouse but lacks its humidity.
This lack I supply by as much spraying
as I can find time for and by my home-
made humidifier which I feel is of much
benefit. A twelve-inch milk pan having in
it an inverted half-inch clay pot and filled
with boiling water gives a fine snpply of
steam and quite a surface for exaporation
as it cools and remains in the plant room.
My Multiflora Rosea sits on top of that
humidifier and keeps its leaves which it
has refused to do for me before, and is
growing finely.

My plant room has no heat in it except
wbat comes from the living room so I get
stronger plants but not such quick growth.
The success I have had with my plants
I lay to the conditions I am fortunate
enough to possess; cool room, fresh air,
no gas and plenty of sun exposure.

This winter my begonias and ferns are
doing unusually well, but the price is
eternal vigilance-for, as you increase the
number of your plants, the pests increase
in the same ratio. Begonia mites have
proved the most troublesome. So far Ro-
tenone Dust and spraying with cold water
has been very helpful.

Just 2t present, Preusen is very lovely
with its dark foliage and blossoms of pink.
Sunderbruckii is in bloom, Acutangularis
and Compta are well branched and fine
specimen begonias. Many other common
varieties are blooming and numerous
choice young plants provide a very pleas-
ant spot to visit when outdoors has its
heavy blanket of snow.

The Begonia Group started by Mrs.
H. H. Buxton is giving us amateurs an
opportunity to compare notes on our
plants and gain much helpful information
on growing begonias, their origin and
names of new ones.



dersurface. In shape, the leaves are quite
typical of many begonia species-that is,
sharply pointed and somewhat heart shap-
ed, being produced in abundance. The
stems show dark red markings and the
erect, clustered stems give the I:ilant habit
an open and very pleasing appearance.

An especially good situation for these
begonias is a bed placed close to the
house with a surrounding lower border
of some close growing ornamental. This
serves to set them off at better advantage
as well as to cover up the basal portions
of B. evansiana.

Differing from other begonias in the
North this species can be left in the
ground over winter and is hardy in south-
ern Indiana and Ohio. While rarely to be
seen they make a good development here,
their unusual character making them at-
tractive as garden or yard decoratives,
offering Fall bloom. A straw or leaf pro-
tectingcover should be applied over win-
ter.

-Paul Lawrence, Columbus, Ind.
(Courtesy of HORTICULTURE)

By Rudolf Ziesenhenne
A new begonia, strikingly beautiful with

scarlet red double blossoms, will be found
in the florist shops next Christmas. A
sport of Begonia Glorie de Lorraine var-
iety Melior, Begonia Lucille was discover-
ed in 1936, and developed alone by Harold
Eo Traver, M.D., of \Voodbury, Conn.

:Mr. Traver, in describing his plant says;
"The plant averages (above the pot)

18 inches to 22 inches, strong heavy grow-
er, responds well to pinching back. It
forms several strong shoots from a crown
which forms on the stem of a leaf-stem
cutting. Leaves round, dark green, edges
lobulated, stems heavy. Blossoms double
and sterile, color scarlet-red, shading light-
er to the center of the blossom. Flowers
up to 1Yz inches in diameter, number of
petals 18 to 28, not uniform in number.
Growth characteristics similar to Melior.
The plant is propagated and blooms as
with Melior."

In general appearance the new plant re-
sembles the winter blooming tuberous be-
gonias (Begonia hiemalis, Fotsch). The
leaves, however, are deeper green, of
heavier texture, and have small lobes at
the edge. The heavy stems hold the many
flowers erect, producing a mass of bloom
at the top of the plant.

A plant patent has been applied for.

BEGONIA NOTES
Mrs. Theodore Gruenbaum

Philadelphia
'\lith Weltoniensis Rosea, McBethii,

vVeltoniensis Alba and Dregei varieties,
from spring on during the warmest weath-
er of the summer in the locality of Phila-
delphia, one must be on the alert that
the ant does not use the top of the tuber
of these varieties upon which to fatten his
mealy bugs. The appearance of the soil
in the top of the pot is that either the
size of the tuber is increasing or new
shoots are starting to break through the
ground. But further investigation with a
dull toothpick will reveal nests of mealy
bugs under the soil, feeding on the tuber.
In such cases it is not necessary to repot,
merely clean off the top soil, and fill the
space up again with fresh soil, naturally
watching closely for some time to see
that there is no recurrence of the pests.

Volck has been found to be a very ef-
fective spray for mealy bugs in this local-
ity. Also if there are no ants, mealy bugs
are very scarce.

Mariorie Gibbs has been the most satis-
factor}' hybrid of Socotrana in the east.
They retain their bloom for a much long-
er period than such varieties as Lady
Mac, Melior, etc. One woman's exper-
ience was that a plant bloomed from
November until June, and showed no
signs of resting during that period.

THE HARDY BEGONIA
EVANSIANA

The begonias as a class are tender
plants adapted to florist shops or house
cultivation. A series of studies on these
decoratives has been made by the writer
in various parts of the country.

One species, Begonia evansiana, is the
hardiest of the group and is to be seen as
an outdoor bedding plant in southern
Indiana and Ohio. A planting of these
interesting begonias has been observed
in Indiana in full bloom and in fine, thrifty
condition early in October.

The flowers of B. evansiana are of a
very light pink color, verging toward
white. When viewed closely the florets
are conspicuous with flaring rounded
petals and golden stamens, the flowers
having a waxy appearance.

The leaves are of a medium size, dark
green above, shiny, having a reddish un-

A NEW BEGONIA ..



ROCK-LOVING BEGONIAS
By C. M. Kelly

'\Ie have been impressed by the com-
ment in infrequent articles on the growth
habits and environment of the native be-
gonias, that certain species are found
growing on or among rocks, preferring
such a location to one more in the open.
Perhaps it is there, under a sheltering,
shelving rock, that the roots find that de-
gree of temperature and the unvarying
amount of soil moisture that is to their
liking, and only those plants that, in this
case, "fall among stones" surviv.e.

On the subject of rock-loving plants,
Dr. C. A. Purpus, of Vera Cruz, Mexico,
writes;

"About eight different species of be-
gonias are found in the State of Vera Cruz.
There is B. hydrocotylifolia, B. ricinifolia,
B. heracelifolia, and others growing about
here in our so-called 'Tierra Caliente.'
B. hydrocotylifolia is a fine species with
pale colored flowers. It grows on rocks,
quite often on steep rocks, in the lower

,regions.

"One of the most noteworthy of all be-
gonias is B. incana, a succulent species,
with thick, fleshy lobes and greyish leaves.
The flower is white, tinged with rose, not
at all showy like flowers of B. hydrocoty-
tifolia.

"All begonias are rock-loving plants,
especially B. incana which is found only
on rocks, rocky cliffs and on walls, in
very sparse soil, in the Tierra Caliente."

Dr. Purpus sent us roots of the above
mentioned begonias, besides seeds of them
and of others, and these roots or rhizomes
are sprouting now. B. incana is similar to
our begonia peltata, having less of the
white fuzz on the foliafie. B. hydrocotyli-
folia has grown a shiny, bronze leaf which
promises to develop into a large one, con-
trary to the descriptive note in the March
Begonian.

Another Mexican begonia found only in
rocky situations is the rare tuberous spe-
cies having only one leaf, B. tinifolia. Mr.
Eric Walther, of Golden Gate Park, San
Francisco, reports seeing this begonia in
the Calion de la Mana, State of Guerrero.
There it grows abundantly on the v.ertical
marble or limestone walls of the canyon,
the large, round leaves held so slightly
above the ground that they often lie
upon it.

Here must be the exception that proves
the rule that begonias like an acid soil,
for the soil formed by disintegrating lime-
stone must be alkaline rather than acid.

Mr. Hoefler, a member of the San Fran-
cisco group, directs our attention to ;!on
article in the National Geographic Maga-
zine (September, 1938) from which we
quote:

"Atop of the 'Smoking Mountain' (on
the island of Hainan in the China Sea)
great blocks of stone rose out of the jun-
gle-cliffs hundreds of feet high, covered
with vines, ferns, lianas, orchids and wild
jasmine. By using this tangle of vines we
were able to scramble high up above the
orchid topped jungle. Thousands of red
begonias grew on the summit in crevices
between the huge boulders." This was at
an altitude of 4850 ft., only a few degrees
north of the equator.

The begonia which we have in cultiva-
tion, labeled No. 1775, is from seeds gath-
ered by the members of the University of



California Expedition to South America
in '37, from plants growing among the
rocky ruins of the ancient Inca city of
Macchu Picchu high in the Andes. There
it clambered as a vine over the fallen
walls, and thrived without benefit of leaf
mold or shade of overhanging trees. It is
a hardy species, and in the lathhouse only
the roof res trains it. It flowers freely dur-
ing the late winter.

Another seed collector recently sent us
begonia seeds from Mexico which were
gathered from plants that sprawled over
rocks with their roots running under and
between broken slabs. Some of the species
of India and the Philippines are said to
prefer the protection of rocky situations.

BEGONIA INCARNATA
By]. S. Williams

This begonia was discovered in Mexico
by Ferdinand Deppe in 1822, and sent by
him to the Berlin Botanical Garden in
1828. By 1850 it had been extensively
crossed with tuberous hybrids, and with
other begonias such as B. cinnabarina.

The plant is tall but rather "Ieggy,"
the rather narrow, thin, light green leaves
not being borne in any profusion. The
pale pink flowers are rather small. Bailey
says the flowers are 1Yz inches in dia-
meter, but he must have been thinking

.. of B. incarnata grandiflora, a plant with
darker and larger flowers and a more at-
tractive habit. The flowers of B. incarnata
are interesting in that while the male
flowers have two ovate and two narrow
petals, the female flowers have five equal
petals. The plant has two values, first it
is a winter bloomer, and second it has
been the parent of several interesting
hybrids.

Most of the hybrids are rather tempera-
mental to grow, and stock is not com-
mon in this country. Mme. Fanny Giron
was produced by Mr. Schmitt in France
in 1875, by crossing with a tuberous hy-
brid. The plant was later called Red Pol-
lard. Its leaves are larger and darker, and
the scarlet flowers are larger. Other
crosses gave both pink and white flowers.

MAIL BOX GOSSIP
"11y husband is very much interested

in begonias as a hobby. He was given a
copy of your splendid little paper and
liked it so much-so I am enclosing $1.00
for a year's subscription, for him for his
birthday." Mrs. C. A. Roberts, West Co-
vina, California.

"1 planted a portion of the seed and am
pleased to say they are making a wonder-
ful growth. I have had some beautiful
specimens of the family, and still have
a few. I think I am too old to be a mem-
ber, 79 and a shut-in .. ." E. F. Bartlett,
San Francisco.

No, Mr. Bartlett, no one can be too
old, or too young, to be a member, if he
loves and grows begonias.

"I became interested in the activities of
your Society through the advertisement
which appears in the 1939 catalog of the
Vetterle and Reinelt Hybridizing Gar-
dens, and also through the very fine arti-
cle by M. B. Dunkle, entitled, "Begonias"
which appeared in the January issue of
the Gardeners' Chronicle of America."
Richard L. Hoodema, Holland, Michigan.

"I am afraid that the preparation of an
article on the pronunciation of Begonia
names is entirely beyond my meagre
abilities, and to be perfectly frank, I don't
think it matters very much how a name
is pronounced, provided it is clear to the
hearer just what is meant. After all, names
are merely a means to an .end ... Of far
greater importance than the exact pro-
nunciation of names is the correct identi-
fication of the plants .. ." T. H. Everett,
New York City.

" ... Well, I have at last found some-
thing that kills the earthworms, and slugs,
also, and does not injure the plants-
Price's Slug and Earthworm Control.
After sprinkling it on the ground and
wetting it down in about ten minutes you
will see the worms come up, and some
will jump seven or eight inches up in the
air. I have tried it on potted plants, also,
and it has done no harm." Mrs. < C. E. V.
Draper, San Diego, California.



BEGONIA NOTES FROM
THE COAST

By Mrs. Eva Kenworthy Gray
Many people have Begonias which they

know only as the \Vax, Star, Beefsteak,
and Angel \Ving. The plants succeed and
they are happy with them. But when their
botanical names are learned, these tried
and true house plants become the center
of a new hobby-Begonia collecting.

So, let's first of all get the names of
some common kinds straight.

For instance, the \Vax Begonia is Sem-
perflorens with many colors ranging from
a pure white through shades of pink and
red. It is the easiest to grow which, of
course, is something not be to overlooked
by a busy housewife. The Beefsteak Be-
gonia is called Feasti. It was named for
a grower named Feast. [hat make£ it easy
to remember. The Star is usually identi-
fied as Sunderbrucki. It is supposed to be
of garden origin from a plant grown in
Mexico.

The Angel \Ving is something else
again. It is a tall cane variety that looks
like the pictured wing of an angel with
high point and tapering at the end. There
are so many varieties now grown from
the original Angel \,ving type that many
of them have been designated by names
which refer to the different colors and
introducers. We now speak of the Ru-
bras which are in shades of red, pink and
even white. Being very strong, hardy
growers these are justly popular.

Interest in Begonias is international.
They are found in many places in the
United States and Europe. At Kew Gar-
dens in L.ondon, England, they are grown
in great variety, gathered from many
countries. \A/ e have looked to them to
identify those that have been imported
to this country. France also has propa-
gated and sent out many new hybrids.
Their oldest known one ,still popular over
here. is Coralline Lucerne. There are other
hybrids of the same type, but none has
ever taken its place.

New Varieties of Note
Of late years, as the Begonia fad has

spread, there has been much hybridizing
in this country. Every year new seedlings
are introduced to the delight of Begonia
fans. For instance, from Heracleifolia has
sprung, besides Sunderbrucki, the varieties
of Nigricans, Indian Ricinifolia, Nine
Point, Grayola, Idealia, and other seed-
lings.

From Feasti, we have Bunchi and Con-

chaefolia, all with thick, heavy, round
leaves, brown-red underneath, Bunchi be-
ing frilled on the edge. Conchaefolia has
a spiralled center.

From seeds of President Faureana,
known over here as Palmata, has come
a new strain known as Superba. It in-
cludes Superba Azelia, pink flowered, Su-
perba Kenzi, pure white flowered, Superba
Kathi, which is like Faureana in leaf and
flower but a rather dwarf grower, and
Superba Lemorna, flowers white tinted
pink.

Though these seedlings sprang from a
Faureana, their leaves resemble those of
the Coralline Lucerne type, except that
they're usually spotted and blotched with
silver. They grow quite tall if given space,
but then I've seen Faureana grow six feet
high.

Besides the old Haageana we now have
Croftoni, Urophylla (Houghtoni), Mor-
gana and Loma Alta. All have leaves
somewhat resembling Haageana but of
different form.

Of the smooth, shiny leaved varieties
we would cite Dorothy Grant, and Odo-
rata Rosea and Albo. From seed sent to
this country came a new and delightful
winter bloomer which is called Bracteosa;
the name refers to the white sheath cover-
ing the flower buds. The flowers are pink
in large clusters.

Another new variety that has become
popular is Mrs. Fred Scripps, found in
the lath house of the owner. It is sup-
posed to be a cross between the old Lux-
urient and Scharffiana , as it shows a re-
semblance to both varieties. The leaves
are of the Luxurient type with some sec-
tions wider; there is a small tuft of leaves
at the junction of leaf and stem. This
seems to be a hardier grower than Lux-
urient. The flowers are in tight bud clus-
ters, pink and more like the Luxurient
variety.

In the Semperflorens type we find some
with fuzzy stems but in leaf and flower
they are like the usual kinds. From a
cross between a Semperflorens and the
little double red Bijou de Jardins there
is a double variety, red with white center.

There seems to be no end to the many
new varieties. Some are unique and diffi-
cult to grow, while others are stronger
growers than their parents. A good many
are not different enough from the parent
to warrant their introduction. It confuses
the amateur when too many are introduc-
ed. Only those with distinguishable char-
acteristics should be grown.

(Courtesy Flower Grower)



TUBEROUS-ROOTED
BEGONIA

By Mrs. ]. M. Smith, Lompoc
(Mrs. Goold, San Luis Obispo)

Information gathered from articles writ-
ten by George Otten and J. M. Smith's
successful growing of the Tuberous Be-
gonias both in the greenhouses and in the
yard.

The tuberous rooted begonia is one of
the most colorful and fascinating plants
to be grown by the flower grower, when
its culture is understood. They are as
easy to grow as fuchsias.

One of the particular points in its favor
is that it will grow in shady places pro-
tected from the cold, drying winds, and
will furnish you a wonderful amount of
flowers all summer of the brightest and
pastel shades, excluding blues, purples and
lavenders.

The tuberous rooted begonia was intro-
duced into Europe in the early part of the
19th century, seeds and tubers having
been sent from Bolivia to Henderson in
England in 1847. It was a novelty, but
its flowers were small and did not excite
the floral world.

Another shipment of these bulbs from
Bolivia was made by A. T. Candolle in
1864 to James Veitch in England. This
was named Begonia Boliviensis and was
the first variety of its class worth culti-
vating. Other native species of tuberous
begonias were found in Peru, Mexico,
Central and South America, where they
grew in the higher altitudes in shady ra-
vines. moist woods, and valleys.

Through crossing the different varieties,
the present majestic flowers hardly re-
semble the original stock. There are two
classifications, generally speaking, double
and single flowering types.

Single Varieties
Single-Gigantea
NarC'issae flora-Two outer petals hori-

zontally spread and the center forming
a trumpet shape petal.

Crispa-Flowers are curly on the outer
rim of each petal.

Tuplex-Similar to Crispa and has two
rows of petals.

Cristata-This flower has an out-growth
of crested formation on each petal.

Multiflora-Comparatively new variety.
Small in growth, but a profuse bloomer.

Table Flowering Varieties
Cameliae Flora-Similar in form to a dou-

ble camellia flower.

Fembriata-Full double with each petal
fringed, similar to a huge carnation.

Tabulata-Double flower with round flat
petals.

Rotundaeflora-Protruding center, almost
forming a ball.

Lloydi or Pendula-Basket Begonias.
These have trailing habits and are very
showy in baskets or porch boxes. Trails
from one to three feet. Make a good
showing when three bulbs are placed
in a ten-inch basket.
A winter blooming variety now being

developed.
The tuberous begonia is very little cul-

tivated in the gardens, but is growing
more popular each year, as the flower
minded people are experimenting with
a few and find it well worth their time.

The tuberous-rooted begonia requires
four things;

1. Shade
2. Rich soil
3. Moisture
4. Plenty of air (moist)
If natural shade is not at hand, one

can create artificial shade with lath houses
pergola covered with thin unbleached
muslin. Shade is one of the necessities
for their culture. The foliage will burn in
the sun before the blossoms will. The
ideal place to grow them is under trees
where the branches are not less than ten
feet above the ground.

Soil
The plants are surface feeders. Their

roots spread horizon tally in the ground.
Therefore, no matter what kind of soil you
have, select a shady protected place, re-
move the soil eight or ten inches deep
and fill in with a mixture of well decom-
posed barnyard manure (one-third), leaf-
mold (one-third), and sediment or soil
(one-third), a little wood soot or bone
meal.

It is best to start your tubers in flats
in leafmold by placing the bulb nearly
on top of the soil, watering sparingly, and
see that the water does not get on the
crown as it will decay it. When it is well
started, (say the sprout is 2 or 3 inches
high), place in the rich soil or bed. Do
not over-water at first. They must have
a good root system and begin to show
good, strong leaves. Give a light spraying
of water each evening after the sun is
down.

I consider the tuberous rooted plant a
better out-door plant than in the house,
as it will give you a longer season of
flower.



In order to save space and make the
membership list more convenient to file
with the membership directory, the list of
new members will not be printed each
month, as formerly. Whenever sufficient
new names are on hand to fill a full sheet
it will be printed as a separate sheet and
inserted loosely in the Begonian.
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Board of Directors
The directors met at the home of Dr.

and Mrs. \Varren B. Davis. A report was
made of a visit of several directors to the
Plant Lover's Study Club in Fullerton.
They reporte(1 a very friendly and en-
thusiastic meeting. The Fullerton group
is considering affiliation with the Amer-
ican Begonia Society.

Mrs. L. J. Green, of Inglewood, was
appointed to take charge of the organiza-

tion of Branch Societies. A committee was
appointed to draw up a constitution for
the local Long Beach Branch. This was
proposed in order to give the Long Beach
meeting more individuality and to relieve
the national officers of the burden of local
duties.

SAN FRANCISCO DOINGS
Harry F. O'Donnell

The third monthly meeting of the Gold-
en Gate Branch was held at the residence
of .M iss Paula Schoenholz on Wednesday
evening, March 15. The evening started
with a garden party. The grounds, illu-
minated with reflected lighting, were truly
beautiful, and the setting-overlooking San
Francisco Bav with the World's Fair on
Treasure Island-sparkling in the dis-
tance, was entrancing. It was hard to go
indoors to the meeting.

Open forum was the order of the eve-
ning, with Mr. Henry \Verle of Colma on
the spot for questions and answers, and he
sure did a swell job.

The members of the Golden Gate
Branch invite members of the Society to
visit them and their gardens when in San
Francisco. Come and see what we grow
up here.

OUR SAN FRANCISCO
EXHIBIT

By Tom Smith
There were approximately 150 excel-

lent plants in the collection gathered by
our committee from San Diego to Ven-
tura. The plants were entirely Rex and
fibrous types, with a few ferns and kin-
dred shade plants.

They were wrapped in heavy paper and
staked very firmly to avoid shaking. The
truck was first prepared by having a layer
of damp sawdust, eight inches deep, spread
over the floor. The plants were set in
shallow holes in the sawdust, then packed
tightly by tamping around each pot.

The plants left here Monday evening
and were at Treasure Island the next day.
They have been installed in a large semi-
circular space at the main entrance to the
Horticultural Hall. A separate exhibit of
duplicate plants has been arranged at
.Pacific House, as the main exhibit was
arranged without any duplication. A re-
port from Mr. Gillespie states that the
exhibit is very fine, and will continue
to become even better as the plants put
on their summer growth.

The committee wishes to thank all who
donated plants and helped in the selec-
tion and packing of our exhibit. The fol-
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April Meetings
Friday, April 7-Inglewood, Oddfe1-

lows Hall, 161,)/0La Brea Ave., 7:30 p.m.
Leslie \Voodriff will speak on Tuberous
Begonias.

Tuesday, April ll-Ventura, Coco Cola
Hall, Thompson Blvd., 7 ;30 'p.m.

Friday, April 14-Long Beach, Hough-
ton Park Club House. Dinner 5;30 to 7 ;00,
program at 7:30. Rudolph Ziesenhenne
will be the speaker.

\Vednesday, April 19-5an Francisco,
1060 San Francisco Street.

Thursday, April 27-N ational Board of
Directors, 831 San Marcus St., Compton.



lowing are the members who donated
plants.

Mr. and Mrs. F. B. Bladps
Mr. a nd Mrs. M. B. Dunkle
:111'. and Mr,. Jack ,Villiams
Mrs. R. E. Coie
Mr. and Mrs. A. D. Hough
Mrs. Ruby Liedler
Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Hixon
IVlr. and Mrs. Hubprt Lt·,,,is
Alice and Mr. Fackelman
:Mr. and Mrs. F. "V. Harrison
Alfred D. Hobin son
Dr< Nellie SCh"llCk
Mr. Rnc] Mrs. Glen Collin~
1\11'8. Mary Gong'don
MrR. Alta WellnuJIl
C. M. and Flossie KpJly
Mr. and Mrs. O. I'. J'alstine
Mrs. Katherinp JhlY
Mr. and MrH. H. 1".\Vil~on
1\11'. and Mr~. Ij~. "(', ~aun(lers
Mr. ane] Mrs. Tom Smith
'V. H. ane] Mrs. Ito(]Pllburl';
1\1rs. Ella F'P"\V}(('N
1\11'.and lVln~. Geo .. Tohm:ion
Mr. and l'frs. L . .I'~. Day
1\11'. and l\11's. T'OITl Nt'y
Mrs. John D"nt
Mr. ami Mr~. I". H. Gowdv
Mr. and Mrs. W. T. K"l1ljJer
1\'11'. and lVII'S. A. A. Lowdernlilk
Mrs. John !VfcCnJlim
Mr. and Mrs. H. n. Harri"
AURtin Perley
Mrs. Ed. Savard
Mrs. Nellie ,Va,],'
Mr. and Mrs. H. L. ·Wpitz
Mrs. C. F. Zapf
Mr. and Mrs. Fen] N,wl"
Mrs. O. H. Bounds
Mr. and Mrs. H. G. FIHitz
Mr. and Mrs. C. A. Hall
Mr. and Mrs. 'Vnlt"r J. Knecht
Mr. and Mrs. Ben MaHon
Clarence Mets
Mr. and Mrs. A. M. Peep
Mrs. L. C. Hudolph
Mr. and Mrs. F. P. Shaw
A. G. ''''oods, I';rown by Mr. Longmire
B. E. Yarl'iek

(Co1ltinued from Page 3)
and type you want. Begonia nurseries
will have them soon.

Do your shady beds need spring color?
Cinerarias and Primula Malacoides are
fine for spring bloom.

Bedding type begonias are fine for bor-
ders. Seed may be planted now for July
bloom. Cuttings started now may bloom
in June. Or you may buy many varieties
ready to bloom.

Are you sure that you have enough light
and air in your lath house? Most begonias
will take more sun in locations close to
the ocean than most people think.

Approaching warm weather means more
watering, more feeding, more care and
more responding plants to reward our ef-
forts.

TUBEROUS BEGONIAS
Good Selection

Lathhouse Plants
TYSON'S BEGONIA GARDENS

Opposite Paxton's Papaya Conservatories
Encinitas, California

M EE:H I!INIiI'Y.s
~D1fIH=~-'-~)~I§

Reg. U. S. Pat. 011.
ROTENONE-SULPHUR

DUSTING MIXTURE
An ef/ectitJe combined
Insecticide and Fun~icide

Controls Gladiolus Thrips"
Leaf Hoppers on Dahlias"
Black.Spot and Mildew on
Roses. - - --

H1Uft
Reg U. SPat. Off.

AConcentrated Ro.enone-
Pyreth, um Ins ~ct Spray
No spread;-r required. for use
on Flowe~s.P:ants. Fruits, and
Vegetables.Ask your dealer or
write for descriptive folders_

·MEI:H~IN"·
BROS· I:HEMII:AUS
CAMDEN. NEW.JERSEY-

1031 S. Broadway, Los Angeles, Calif.
400 Sansol1le Street, San Francisco, Calif.

SCOTCH SOOT
For Begonias, Cyclamen, etc. Develops

very dark foliage, intensifies color, repels
insects, stimulates growth.

H. M. ARMFIELD, Importer
746 S. Lake Avenue, Pasadena

A supply of this material is on hand at:
Smith Nursery.uno-m...uu2650 Elm Street
L. B. Seed CO".nn U.h uu220 E. Broadway

(Both in Long Beach, Calif.)

ORCHID PLANTS
Cattleya Orchid plants are of easy cul-

ture. See the wonderful display at our
Nursery. Call and let us show you how
easily these plants may be grown in your
home or out of doors among other plants.

Expert advice on Orchid Culture glad-
ly given. Descriptive folder on Orchid
Culture FREE.

Visitors always weleome.
Open daily and Sundays.

RAPELLA ORCHID CO.
13518 Yukon Ave, Hawthorne, Calif.

Wholesale and Retail
Growers, Importers and Exporters of

Orchids Exclusively.

Mention the Begonian in answering our
advertisements.



BOOK REVIEW
GARDENING IN THE SHADE, by

H. K. Morse. Charles Scribner's Sons,
597 Fifth Ave., New York. $3.00.

Any book that adds to our information
about plants that thrive in the shade, and
that gives helpful landscaping ideas for
shaded gardens is a most weleome addi-
tion to this field. Mrs. Morse is an east-
erner and she has eastern conditions and
plants in mind.

She writes most entertainingly about
soils. planting. garden types" and shade
plants. There are useful hints here for
shade gardens anywhere. The book is de-
lightfully illustrated with large full page
illustrations of plants by themselves, and
plants in charming garden settings.

Everywhere through the text are lists
of plants suitahle for each location de-
scribed. and over a third of the book is
devoted to a helpful directory of shade
plants. From our viewpoint it is to be
regretted that the author does not men-
tion fuchsias or any begonia other than
the tuberous begonias and Evansiana.

For those who wish to reproduce the
elusiye charm of eastern woodlands, with
its delicate wildings, the book is most
valuable.

THE USE OF SOOT
By Rudolph Ziesenhenne

Although soot has been used by f1ori-
cultural experts in .Europe for many gen-
erations, it has not yet reached its deserv-
ed popularity in the United States. For
stimulating growth, improving color of
foliage and flowers, for repelling soil-
dwelling pests, soot has great value. Al-
though composed chiefly of carbon, it is
the ammonia in soot that aids in the de-
velopment of richer color and improved
size of blossoms. Great improvement in
the color of leaves of Rex hybrids grown
in cloth houses is noticed when soot is
incorporated in the soil.

For flower beds, one pound of soot is
used for thirty square feet of soil surface.
In potting mixtures a four inch pot of soot
is used to a wheelbarrow (3Yz cubic feet)
of soil. For potted plants, one teaspoonful
may be stirred into the surface of the soil
followed by a gentle watering. Soot ,may
be used as liquid solution, (as liquid ma-
nure for its nitrogen value) on potted
plants after the root system is well estab-
lished. For this purpose one pound of soot
is mixed into a gallon of water and occa-
sionally stirred up for two days. It is then
applied sparingly to the damp soil in the
pot every ten days.

ROSECROFT BEGONIA
GARDENS

530 Silvergate Ave. Point Loma,Calif.
Established in this one location

since 1902.
A most complete assortment of lathhouse

subjects.
BEGONIAS and FUCHSIAS

OUR SPECIALTIES
Proprietors:

Annie C. and Alfred D. Robinson

TUBEROUS BEGONIAS
$1.75 a dozen.-Special Collection.

Large tubers @ 25c.
Send for our New Catalog

Over two mi!1ion have visited us.

BERNHEIMER ORIENTAL
GARDENS

16980 Sunset Boulevard
Pacific Palisades. Calif.

RIVERA BEGONIA GARDENS
300 Burke St. Rivera, Calif.

I mile north of Telegraph Rd. and 3
miles south of Whittier Blvd. on Rose-
mead Blvd., to Burke St.

Begonias of all kinds; also Fuchsias,
Ferns and other Shade Plants.

RUDOLF ZIESENHENNE
1130 N. Milpas St. Santa Barbara, Calif.

Visitors \Velcome
Begonias Exclusively

Specializing in Tuberous and Rare
Species

BEGONIAS Or SHADE PLANTS
Rex and Fibrous Begonias, Ferns, Pri-
mula, Cyclamen, Westport Beauties,
Azalias all sizes, Camellias in bud. Quality

plants reasonably priced.
WILSON'S BEGONIA GARDEN

862 W. Firestone Blvd. Downey, Calif.
Box 1192 C

SAUNDERS BEGONIA
GARDENS

REX BEGONIAS
Wholesale and Retail, Very Low Prices
3256 Orr and Day Rd. Norwalk, Calif.

(l mile west of Santa Fe Springs)

Mention the Begonian in replying to
advertisements.


